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Art.  L  Proceedings  of  the  AJfodathn  for  promoting  the  t)ifcovfff 
*f  the  Interior  Parts  of  Africa.  London :  printed  by  C.  Macrae, 
Printeir  to  die  Affociation*    4to.  236  Pages. 

HP  HIS  unpnWifh^d  work  is  the  early. fruit  of  the  refpe&able 
A  and  welkknown  aflbciation  defcribed  in  the  title ;  an  aflb- 
ciation whofe  exiftence  does  honour  to  this  age  and  country* 
and  whofe  object  fcems  much  more  rational  and  attainable  than 
that  of  the  fodeties  He  fide  propaganda,  whofe  miflionaries  have 
attempted  to  fo  little  purpofe  to  inftil  into  the  unprepared  mind§ 
of  untutored  favages  the  refined  morality  of  enlightened  coun- 
tries, and  the  myfterious  do£frines  of  religion.  * 
The  African  Society  Was  inftituted  June  the  9th,  1788,  under 
the  condition  that  each  member  mould  fubferibe  five  guineas  for 
three  years,  and  that  at  or  after  that  period  he  fhould  be  at  li- 
berty to  withdraw  himfelf,  on  giving  a  year's  notice;  that  a 
committee  of  three  members,  a  treafurer  and  a  fecretary  to  be 
chofen  by  .ballot,  fhould  have  the  dire&ion  of  the  plan  of  difco*- 
very,  and  the  management  of  the  funds ;  with  fome  other  article^ 
of  lefs  confequence.  The  committee  chofen  were,  Lord  Raw- 
doh,  the  Bifhop  of  Llandaff,  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  Mr.  Beaufoy, 
and  Mr.  Stuart.  Such  were  the  zeal  and  expedition  of  the  com- 
mittee that  Mr.  Ledyard  left  London  on  the  30th  of  June,  1788, 
■with  inftra£tions  to  proceed  to  Cairo,  to  go  from  the  capital  of 
Egypt  to  Sennar,  and  then  to  crofs  Africa  in  the  fuppofed  lati- 
tude of  the  river  Niger,  that  is,  between  the  15th  and  20th 
#ng.  mv.  yojuxvj.  juxy  1790.            A               $kgret* 
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degrees  of  north  latitude.  Mr.  Ledyard  appears  to  have  bee/J 
one  of  thofe  extraordinary  men  whom  the  fpirit  of  adventure* 
and  an  infctiable  curiofity,  ftimulate  to  brave  the  danger,  toil, 
and  inconvenience  of  forcing  or  finding  their  way  through  bar- 
barous and  unexplored  countries.  He  had  lived  many  years 
with  the  Indians  of  America,  of  which  country  he  was  a  native  ; 
had  made  with  Captain  Cooke  the  voyage  of  the  world,  as  cor- 
poral of  marines,  and  on  his  return  had  determined  to  travel 
<>ver  land  to  tCamtfchatka,  intending,  no  doubt,  to  crofs  Ame- 
rica from  weft  to  eaft :  *  With  no  more  than  ten  guineas  in  his 
4  purfe  he  croffed  to  Oftend,  and  proceeded,  by  way  of  Den- 
c  mark  and  the  8ound,  to  Stockholm,  from  whence,  as  it  was 

*  winter,  he  attempted  to  traverfe  the  gulf  of  Bothnia  on  the 
4  Jcej  in  orcjer  to  reach  Kamtfchatka  by  the  fhorteft  way  5  but 

*  finding,  when  he  came  to  the  middle  of  the  fea,  that  the  water 

*  wa$  not  frozen,  he  returned  to  Stockholm,  and,  taking  his 

*  courfe  northward,  walked  into  the  ar&ic  circle;  and,  paffing 
1  round  the  head  of  the  gulf,  defcended  on  its  eaftern  fids  to 

*  Peterri)urgh., 

Thence,  having  obtained  twenty  guineas  for  a  draught  On  Sir 
Jofeph  Bank5,  who  had  been  his  chief  benefactor  before,  he 
travelled  fix  thoufand  miles  through  Siberia?  to  Yakuts,  and 
thence  i  proceeded  to  Oc%akovqf  intending  fo  crofe  to  Kamt- 
'fchatka  by  fea ;  but,  finding  the  navigation  obftru&ed  by  ice, 
He  returned  to  Yalcutx,  in  order  to  wait  for  the  conduiion  of 
winter*  But,  *  in  confequence  of  fufpicions  not  hitherto  ex- 
1  plained,  or  refentments  fot  which  no  reafpn  is  affigned  *,  he 
4  was  there  feized,  in  the  emprefs's  name,  by  two  Ruffian  foU 

*  diers,  who  placed  him  in  a  fledge,  and  conveying  fcim,'  }n  the 

*  depth  of  winter,  through  the  deferts  of  Tartary;  left  him  at 

*  laft  on  the  frontiers  of  Poland.  As  they  parted,  they  told  him 
c  that  if  he  returned  to  Ruffia  he  Would  certainly  he  banged  ; 

*  but  that  if  he  chofe  to  go  back  to  England  they  wiihed  him 
4  a  pleafant  journey ; '  where,  after  ftruggling  trith  Various  hard- 
ships, he  arrived. 

In  this  irarrative  the  compiler  or  printer  feems  to  have 
miftaken  the  frontier  town  of  Oczakow,  well  known  for  the 
fieges  it  has  endured  from  the  Ruffians,  for  the  town  and  har* 
bour  of  Ochotz  on  the  fea  of  Kamtfchatka. 


*.  Perhaps  his  impatient  temper,  for  fo  it  appears  to  have  re- 
mained, in  fpite  of  all  his  fcbooling,  to  the  laft,  led  him  to  ufe  fome 
imprudent  expreflions.  He  certainly  muji  have  given  umbrage  to 
the  government  at  Yakutz. 

•  The 
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The  hopes  of  the  Society  from  a  traveller  thus  eager  to  ob-> 
terve,  and  qualified  to  compare,  the  face  of  different  countries, 
and  the  hianners  of  different  nations>  were  difappointed  by  his 
death,  which  happened  at  Cairo,  whence  he  communicated  fome 
information,  obtained  from  inquiries  among  the  African  flaves 
expofed  to  fale  in  the  Egyptian  market.  He  was  to  have  pro- 
ceeded to  Sennar ;  and  would  probably  have  gone  to  Fezzanj 
thence  to  Tombu&oo,  and  from  Ton\bu<£too  he  might  have 
found  his  way  to  the  Senegal  river.  What  few  obfervations  he 
made  at  Cairo  imprefs  us  with  a  more  favourable  opinion  of  his 
aeal  tnan  judgment  or  temper,  fk  imagines  the  Copts  to  have 
been  the  origin  of  the  negro  race ;  for  the  nofe  and  lips  cor-  • 
refpond  with  thofe  of  the  negro.  But,  he  adds,  the  hair,  when- 
ever I  can  fee  it  among  the  people  here,  the  Copts,  is  curled ; 
not  clofe  like  the  negroes*  but  like  the  mulattoes.  In  an 
Abyffinian  woman  and  a  Bengal  man  the  colour,  features,  and 
perfon%  were  alike.  It  is  curious,  but  by  no  means  furpfifing, 
that  the  women  fhould  be  tattooed,  like  the  women  on  the  north* 
weft  coaft  of  America ;  that  the  cuftom  of  ftaining  the  parts 
fed  fhotild  prevail,  as  in  Cochin-China  and  North  Tartary; 
that  the  mafk  or  veil  worn  by  the  women  refembles  exactly  that 
worn  by  the  priefts  at  Otaheite,  arid  thofe  feen  at  the  Sandwich 
iflands.  But  fuch  coincidences  point  to  no  community  of 
brigin,  and  are  derived  merely  from  the  famenefs  of  human  na- 
ture. He  obferves  that  the  dogs  at  Cairo  are  of  c  jufl:  the  fame 
*  fpecies*  as  thofe  at  Otaheitei 

Of  the  flaves  from  Sennar  he  obferves  th&t  they  are  a  fizeablej 
weU-fornied  people,  with  what,  I  believe,  we  call  the  true 
Guinea  face*  and  with  curled  fhort  hair*  Soon  afterwards,  he 
lays  that  among  a  dozen  Sennar  flaves  he  faW  three  perfonable 
men,  of  a  good  bright  olive  colour \  The  queftion  concerning 
die  identity  of  the  human  fpecies  can  never,  in  our  opinion,  be 
probably  decided  by  arguments  derived  from  natural  hiftdry  til! 
Africa  is  explored.  Arid  for  the  folutiori  of  the  miflionaries  of  ' 
the  African  Aflbciatiori  we  propofe  this  problem,  Whether  thfe 
Arabs,  who  have  carried  their  religion  into  the  countries  of  the  , 
blacks,  have  been  converted  into  negroes  by  the  influence  of  the 
climate,  exerted  during  more  than  a  thoufand  years ;  or*  if  we 
Tuppofe  the  wandering  Moors  to  have  been  incorporated  with 
the  Saracen  conquerors  of  Africa,  whom  they  did  not  ill  re- 
femble,  the  queftion  will  require  only  the  change  or  the  addU 
tion  of  a  name.  The  remark  of  Ledyard  tends  towards  a  fohi- 
tion  in  the  negative.  The  account  of  his  death,  in  which  the 
circumftances  are  perhaps  foftened,  does  not  prejudice  us  in  fa- 
vour of  his"  temper.  c  A  bilious  complaint,  the  confequence  of 
f  Vexatious  delays  in  the  promifed  departure  of  the  caravan)' 
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induced  him  haftily  to  fwallow  too  powerful  a  dofc  of  thtf  v?-* 
triolic  acid.  His  impatience  from  the  .pain  produced  by  this 
dofe  caufed  him  to  have  recourfe  to  the  '  violent  a&ion  of  the 
1  ftrongeft  emetic  tartar/  The  quotations  p.  41,  42,  betray 
either  anfe&ed  zeal  or  ignorant  enthufiafm. 

Mr.  Lucas,  who  was  to  proceed  from  Tripoli  to  Fezzan, 
and  then  to  have  penetrated  the  fouthern  regions  till  he  emerged 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Gambia  on  the  weft,  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea, 
to  the  fouth  of  Africa,  had  been  captured  by  a  Sallee  rover, 
and  remained  three  years  in  captivity.  He  was  then  fent  as 
vice-conful,  and  remained  feyeral  years  in  Morocco.  He  ar- 
rived at  Tripoli  on  the  25th  of  O&ober,  1788,  where  he  was 
well  received  by  the  Bafhaw,  or  (overeign,  and  the  Bey,  his 
eldeft  fon.  In  concerting  meafures  for  the  profecution  of  his 
journey,  he  meets  with  two  Sherifs,  or  descendants  of  Mahomet, 
who  had  brought  merchandise  from  Fezzan,  and  one  of  whom 
was  the  fon-in-law  of  the  king  of  that  country,  and  the  other 
had  been  often  employed  as  his  fa&or  in  the  fiave-trade.  They 
engage  to  convey  him  to  Fezzan  ;  but  a  rebellion  of  the  tribu- 
tary Arabs*  by  whom  Mr.  Lucas  might  have  been  captured, 
makes  him  liften  to  the  propofal  of  a.Maraboot,  or  Moorifh 
faint,  to  convey  him  to  his  deftination ;  a  fufpicion  of  the  faint's 
fidelity,  or  a  fit  of  irrefolution,  prevents  his  fetting  out,. and  he 
accompanies  the  Sherifs  to  Mifurata  (Mezrata  in  D'Anville's 
maps),  to  which  port  they  had  fent  their  goods  from  Tripoli 
by  fea.  At  Mifurata  they  cannot  procure  camels,  on  account 
of  the  difturbances,  to  convey  their  goods  inland.  The  Fezzan 
merchants  are  obliged  to  lodge  their  goods  in  the  public  {tore* 
rooms  at  Mifurata ;  and  Mr.  Lucas  returns  to  England  empty 
handed  as  to  any  information,  except  what  he  gathered  during 
his  eight  day's  journey  to  Mifurata,  and  what  he  colle&ed  from 
the  Sherif  Imhammed*  which,  with  fome  additional  matter,  oc- 
cupies the  volume  from  p.  73  to  p.  207.    , 

Mr.  Lucas's  fcheme  to  draw  knowledge  from  Imhammed, 
who  had  travelled  much  in  the  interior  parts  of  Africa*  was 
well  imagined.  After  having  cultivated  his  friendfhip  with  much 
affiduity,  he  one  evening  laid  before  him  a  rriap  of  Africa,  ex- 
plained its  ufe,  told  him  that  he  intended  it  for  a  prefent  to  the 
King  of  Fezzan ;  and  added,  that  as  he  had  difcovered  feveral 
errors,  he  intended  to  draw  another*  This  information  a£Hng 
upon  the  African  as  Mr.  Lucas  wiflied,  he  offered  to  draw 
another  for  Imhammed's  ufe,  if  he  would  furnifh  him  with  what 
he  knew  of  countries,  diftances,  &c.  The  Sherif *s  informa- 
tion was  read  by  Lucas  to  the  governor  of  Mifurata,  who  had 
been  at  Fezzan,  and  who  ftrongly  confirmed  it,  and  by  the  So- 
ciety's committee  was  contrafted  with  an  account  obtained  ja 
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London  from  Ben  Alii,  a  native  of  .Morocco,  of  all  the  coun- 
tries to  the  fouth  of  the  defert  of  Zahara,  which  he  in  the  courfe 
of  his  extenfive  travels  as  a  merchant  had  formerly  vifited. 

The  firft  part  of  the  information  thus  obtained,  authenti- 
cated and  fometimes  corre&ed,  as  it  has  been  arranged  and  em-* 
bellifhed  by  the  falfe  ornament  of  a  moft  affe£led  ftyle,  defcribes 
the  journey  from  Mifurata  td  Fezzan*  enumerates  the  chief 
towns  of  tnat  fmall  kingdom,  defcribes  its  climate,  productions, 
inhabitants,  revenue,  and  government.     Fezzan,  like  Palmyra, 
is  an  Oafis  in  the  great  defert,  a  fertile  ifland  in  an  ocean  of 
burning  and  moveable  fands.  A  journey  of  feventeen  or  eighteen 
days  conduds  the  caravan  to  Mowrzouk,  the  capital,  and  the 
diftance  of  three  hundred  and  ninety  miles  to  the  fouth.     The 
capital  is  fortified  by  a  wall  $  two  other  towns  exhibit  magni- 
ficent ruins.     Much  of  the  province  of  Mendrah  is  a  level  of 
Hard  and  barren  foil  j  but  the  quaritity  of  Trona,  which  the 
compiler  calls  a  /pedes  of  foffil  alkali,  that  floats  on  the  furface 
or  fettles  on  the  banks  of  its  numerous  fmoaking  lakes,  places  it 
higher  than  the  moft  fertile  diftri&s.     The  alkali  is  ufed  for  the 
dye  of  the  red  Morocco  leather,  &c.     Seven  towns  are  particu- 
larifed  j  there  are  faid  to  be  an  hundred  more  fmaller  towns  and 
villages.     Jn  each  town  there  is  a  regular  market.    Mutton  and 
goat's  flefli  fromN  four  to  five  (hillings  a  quarter 5  camel's  flefli 
dearer.     Rain  is  unknown ;  the  heat  of  fummer  is  fo  intenfe  as 
to  threaten  fuffocation  if  they  do  not  moiften  their  apartments. 
How  the  want  of  rain  is  owing  to  the  circle  of  mountains  by 
which  Fezzan  is  almoft  furrounded,  we  leave  to  the  compiler  to 
explain  as  he  can.     The  catalogue  oT  plants  produced  by  the 
foil  of  Fezzan  is  far  from  fcanty ;  and  the  lower  claffes  are  well 
fupplied  with  Indian  corn,  dates,  apricots,  pomegranates,  cala- 
bashes, cucumbers,  and  garden  rbotS,  to  which  the  more  opu- 
lent add  wheat  bread,  with  mutton,  the  flefli  of  the  goat,  camel, 
antelope,  and  a  great  variety  of  fruits.     If  the  flatijtUal  infor- 
mation of  the  defceudant  of  the  prophet  is  to  be  trufted,  this 
little  kingdom  has  a  regular  fyftem  of  taxation ;  and  juftice  is 
adminiftered  with  as  equal  and  firm  an  hand  by  the  defpotic  fa~ 
ther  of  the  country,  as,  according  to  fome  anecdotes,  we  are 
taught  to  believe  it  was  in  England  in  the  good  old  time  of 
Alfred.     An  offender  fuffers  himielf  to  be  confined  by  an  ima- 
ginary barrier  drawn  round  him  by  his  accufer.     They  make 
their  payments  in  gold  duft,  and  of  courfe  not  in  coined  money, 
but  by  weight. 

The  next  chapter  defcribes  the  mode  of  travelling  in  Africa. 
The  caravans  move  in  the  winter  feafon  only.  In  the  northern 
(andy  regions  the  camel  is  the  beaft  of  burden ;  in  the  fouthern, 
which  are  uneven,  this  fon  of  the  defert  is  exchanged  foe 
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quadrupeds  of  harder  hoof,  the  mule,  afc,  and  horfe.  The  in* 
yalids  of  Europe  may  envy  the  eafe  and  convenience  of  the  fol- 
lowing litter : 

€  A  particular  mode  of  eafy  conveyance  is,  provided  for  tfi'e  wo- 
men and  children,  and  the  ficfc  and  infirpi.  Six  or  eight  camels  are 
yoked  together  in  a  row,  and  a  number  of  tent  poles  are  laid  acrojf^ 
their  backs ;  thefe  are  covered  with  carpets,  and  bags  of  corn  are  fu- 
peradded  to  bring  the  floor  to  a  level,  as  well  as  to  foften  the  harlh- 
nefs  of  the  earners  movement ;  other  carpets  are  then  fpread,  and  the 
traveller  fits  or  lies  down  with  as  much  convenience  as  if  he  refteel 
on  a  couch.' 

Fezzan  feems  to  be  the  centre  of  the  interior  commerce  of 
Africa,  Their  caravans  traverfe  a  vaft  extent  of  country,  much 
of  it  barren  (and,  before  they  arrive  at  the  fbuthern.  empires  of 
Bornon  and  Calhna ;  and  they  communicate  alfo  ^ith  the  ca- 
pital of  Egypt.  In  Bornoo,  which  extends  from  the  i6°  to  the 
a6°  ot  north  latitude,  has  one  feafon  of  exceifive  and  one  of 
moderate  heat ;  the  former  is  rainy  and  ftormy.  They  are  (aid 
to  cultivate  two  fpecies  of  Indian  corn,  one  of  which  ripens  irj 
Jefs  than  three  months  after  it  is  fown.  They  have  no  wheat 
nor  barley.  Their  fruits  are  grapes,  apricots,  pomegranates, 
lemons,  limes,  and  melons.  Their  Kedcynah  ferves  inftead  of 
the  olive,  fupplying  an  exprefled  oil.  The  Dondoo  refembles 
the  potatoe  in  its!  ufe,  Their  animals  are  flich  as  may  be 
expected  in  a  tropical  climate,  Little  dependence  is  probably  to 
be  placed  in  the  ShereeFs  zoology.  A  cow  cr  bull  is  valued  at  < 
fix  (hillings,  a  (heep  at  three,  an  oftrich  at  fix,  an  antelope  at  one 
frilling  and  fixpence,  a  camel  about  feven  pounds,  and  an  horfe 
about  five.  The  ruling  people  are  Mahometans  j  but  paganifm  ' 
is  likewife  profeiTed  in  the  empire.  Their  languages  are  very 
various,  The  monarchy  is  ek&ive,  but  the  choice  is  made 
among  the  king's  fons.  A  ceremony,  like  that  of  the  ancient 
Egyptians,  is  laid  to  be  obferved.  In  the  apartment  where  t^e 
•orpfe  of  his  predeqeffor  is  depofited  the  elders  point  out  to  thg 
new  king  the  defects  and  excellencies  of  the  former  reign.  Then, 
c  from  this  ciread  fcene  of  terrible  infl  ruction,'  the  newly-  elected 
fovereign  is  inverted  with  all  the  (laves  and  two-thirds  of  ths 
lands  and  cattle  of  the  former  king,  the  reft  being  referved  for 
the  ( ther  children.  Thefe,  like  other  favages,  are  devoted 
gamblers.  Their  game  7s  drafts ;  the  better  fort  play  at  chefe. 
Borneo,  in  return  for  copper  and  brafs,  imperial  dollars,  coarfo. 
\yoollcris  and  linens  and  carpets,  gives  gold  duft,  ilaves,  hqrfes, 
oftrich  feathers,  fait,  and  civet.  The  (laves  are  reported  to' 
come  from  the  fouth-eaft ;  for  the  kingdom  of  Begarmee  lies 
in  that  direftiqnj  ajid  the  natives  of(  this  kingdom*  who,  lik$ 

thof? 
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thofeof  Bornoo  and  Caffhna,  are  black,  hut  not  of  the  negro  caft^ 
annually  invade  feme  tribes  of  negroes  that  lie  to  the  eaft,  and 
jdrive'  away  their  daptives  lifcie  cattle  to  Bornoo,  whence  they  are- 
brought  to  Tripoli  by  the  Fezzaners.     Here  it  feems  evident 
that  the  demands  of  commerce  are  the  caufe  of  War.     Befides 
the  Niger,  another  rivef  runs  through  Bornoo,  and  is  imbibed 
by  the  fands.     Salt  lakes  in  the  province  of  Doniboo  feem  to- 
fupply  the  recefles  of  Africa  with  this  neceffary.     The  civet  is 
laid  to  be  procured  by  irritating  the  animal,  confined  in  a  cage, 
till  a  copious  perforation  breaks  out,  which  is  fcraped  off,  efpe- 
cially  what  appears  on  the  tail,  andpreferved  in  a  bladder.  Oae^ 
cat  affords  half  an  ounce,  but  is  killed  by  the  torment. 

The  account  of  Bornoo  will  give  a  pretty  good  idea  of  s 
Caflina  afeb.  One  of  the  provinces  fupphes  the  beft  Senna. 
The  people  feem  rather  more  induftrious  -,  the  catalogue  of  ex- 
ports and  imports  is  fomewhat  more  ample.  The  Cowry,  a 
fea-fhell  brought  from  the  coaft  by  the  Fezzaners,  ferves  for 
fpecie.  Of  the  more  fouthern  countries  not  much  information 
could  be  gathered  from  the  Shereef.  Some  names  of  countries, 
and  a  general  catalogue  of  articles  of  traffic,  form  the  principal 
part.  The  articles  received  by  the  Fezzaners  are  gold,  flaves, 
cotton  cloth,  goat  fkins  of  a  beautiful  dye,  cows  and  buffaloes' 
hides,  with  a  fpecies  of  nut  that  appears  throughout  Africa  to 
be  among  the  neceffaries  of  life*  It  might  add  to  the  luxuries 
of  Europe,  perhaps  be  a  wholefome  fubftitute  for  tea,  if  the 
bitter  it  communicates  to  water  be  as  agreeable  to  our  refined 
palates  as  it  is  faid  to  be  to  that  of  the  African:  its  name  is 
Gooroo.  *  The  Fezzaners  bring  to  thefe  countries  fait,  Dutch 
knives,  fabre  blades,  carpets,  coral,  beads,  looktng-glaffes,  civet^ 
imperial  dollars,  and  brafs  for  the  manufa&ure  of  female  orna* 
ments.  Fire-arms  are  kept  from  the  knowledge  of  the  tribes  on, 
the  fouth  of  the  Niger  by  the  policy  of  the  kings  of  thexoaftj 
who,  fearing  "left  their-  own  independence  fhould  be  loft,  have 
hitherto  prevented  this  article  of  traffic  from  palling  the  limits  of 
their  dominions. 

In  a  retrofpeS  tfhich  the  next  chapter  takes  of  the  trade  of 
the  Fezzaners,  who  may  be  confide  red  as  the  carriers  of  the 
continent,  we  learn  that  brafs  and  copper  are  worth  four  {hil- 
lings per  pound  in  the  Bornoo  market,  and  that  ten  camels* 
load,  or  two  tons,  were  tranfported  by  the  caravan  with  which 
Mr.  Lucas  proceeded  to  Mifurata. 

The  tenth  chapter  defcribes,  according  tQ  the  governor  of 
Mifurata,  the  route  from  MourzQuk  to  Cairo. 

The  concluding  chapter  points  out  fome  conclufions  fuggefted 
by  the  preceding  narrative.  A  comparifon  of  it  with  that' of 
{*eo  Africanus  (hews  fome  advance  in  civilifation  in  the  inha- 
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bitants  of  Bornoo,  who  have  exchanged  the  nakedneft  of  la^ 
vages,  or  the  fkins  of  beafts,  for  the  comfort  of  a  cotton  drefs. 
The  religion  of  Mahomet  has  gained  ground,  but  has  not  been 
propagated  by  the  fword. 

The  compiler  thinks  that  the  philofopher's  attention  may  be 
engaged  by  the  ufe  of  the  Cowrie  for  fpecie  prevailing  both  in 
Cafhna  and  Bengal,  He  is  of  opinion  that  it  can  fcarce  be  im- 
puted to  the  uiual  caufes  of  fimilar  cuftoms  among  nations  re- 
mote and  unconnected.  He,  however,  cautioufly  leaves  it  with 
the  general  obiervaton  that  it  is  a  curious  and  interesting  phe- 
nomenon. What  accident  firft  brought  the  fhells  of  the  Mai- 
#va  iflands  to  the  knowledge  of  thefe  people  may  not  be  ^afily 
conjectured ;  but  that  they  fhould  agree  to  ufe  them,  may  be 
undejrftood  from  their  form  and  fize  $  their  motives  feem  £re- 
cifely  the  fame  as  thofe  which  induced  more  improved  countries 
to  fubftitute  coin  for  a  fhapelefs  mafs  of  metal.  No  one  at  leaft 
will  infer  a  common  origin  from  this  cuftom  being  common  to 
both  countries.  * 

This  narrative  certainly  removes  much  of  the  terror  of  an  ex- 
pedition into  the  inner  countries  of  Africa.  It  gives  to  us  the 
|dea  of  much  lefs  hazard  than  has  been  encountered  by  thofe 
who  come  by  the  way  of  the  Red  fea  from  the  Eaft-Indies. 
Some  of  our  adventurous  and  independent  countrymen  may  be 
tempted  by  it  to  vie  with  the  future  emiffaries  of  the  Society. 

The  fair  profpeft  of  an  increafe  of  commerce  concludes  the 
ch^ptef.     c  Countries,'  it  is  obferved,  *  new  to  the  fabrics  of 

*  England,  and  probably  inhabited  by  more  than  an  hundred  xnil- 
?  lions  of  people,  may  be  gradually  opened  to  her  trade.'  There 
would  undoubtedly  be  a  large  demand  for  fire-arms.  The  Gam* 
bia  and  the  fettlement  at  Sierra  Leona,  are  the  points  from  which 
the  Englilh  caravans  are  directed  to  let  out.  Cotton  and  gold 
are  the  articles  they  would  bring  back,  • 

A  map  and  a  memoir  by  the  matter  hand  of  Major  Rennel 
adorn  and  illuftrate  the  volume,  which  we  hope  wnl  be  foon 
given  to  publie  curiofity.  Report,  and  an  intimation  in  the  in- 
troduction, feem  to  infitiuate  the  contrary.  Yet  the  avowed  de- 
fign  of  promoting  the  commerce  and  manufactures  of  their 
country  implies  the  heceflity  of  diffufing  the  information  they 
procure  as  widely  as  poffible.  The  firft  pofleffion  of  intelligence 
tnay  be  due  to  the  f  bfcribers  \  but  publication  feems  due  to 
confiftencyj  for  how  otherwife  c  can  they  point  out  and  re* 

*  commend  to  their  country  the  various  intelligence  obtained 

*  by  their  firft  effort/  We  may  hope,  therefore,  that  the  liberal 
fpirit  which  brought  them  together  and  prefided  over  their  firft 
defigns,  will  be  exemplified  in  this  particular  alfo. 

Sugg 
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•  Since  this  volume  has  been  printed  the  committee  have  com- 
municated fome  more  recent  intelligence  to  the  fubfcribers. 
Among  cither  circumftances,  a  new.  city,  larger  than  any  city 
in  Europe  except  London,  is  faid  to  have  been  difcovered  in  the 
interior  parts  of  Africa. 


Art.  II.   The  Philofophy  of  Natural  Hijlory.  By  William  Smelli^' 
Member  of  the  Antiquarian  and  Royal  Societies  of  Edinburgh. 
4*0.    il.  is.   boards.     Edinburgh,  printed:  fold  by  Cadell, 
London.    1 790, 

£  Concluded.  ] 

PHAP.  XIII.  treats  of  the  habitations  of  animals.  Quadru- 
^  peds  are  furnilbed  with  thick  Ikins  covered  with  hair,  which 
is  fufficient  to  protect  them  from  the  common  inclemency  of  the 
weather.  When  the  feafon  is  more  inhofpitable,  they  flielter 
themfelves  under  trees  and  bufhes,  or  retire  under  the  cover  of 
projecting  rocks.  Mr.  Smellie  defcribes  particularly  the  man- 
ners and  habitations  of  the  Alpine  marmot,  the  beaver,  and  the 
mole.     We  fhall  tranfcribe  the  laft : 

'  They  begin  (the  moles)  by  raifing  the  earth,  and  forming  a 
pretty  high  arch.  They  leave  partitions,  or  a  kind  of  pillars,  at 
certain  diftances,  beat  and  prefs  the  earth,  interweave  it  with  the 
roots  of  plants,  and  render  it  fo  hard  and  folid,  that  the  water  can* 
not  penetrate  the  vault,  on  account  of  its  convexity  and  firmnefs. 
They  then  elevate  a  little  hillock  under  the  principal  arch  5  upon 
the  latter  they  lay  herbs  and  leaves  for  a  bed  to  their  young.  In 
this  fituation,  they  are  above  the  level  of  the  ground,  and  of  courfe 
beyond  the  reach  of  ordinary  inundations.  They  are  at  the  fame 
time  defended-from  the  rains  by  the  large  vault  that  covers  the  in- 
ternal one,  upon  the  convexity  of  which  laft  they  reft  along  with 
their  young.  This  internal  hillock  is  pierced  on  all  fides  with  Hoping 
holes,  which  defcend  Hill  lower,  and  ferve  as  fubterraneous  pai&gies 
for  the  mother  to  go  in  queft  of  food  for  herfelf  and  her  offspring. 
Thefe  by-paths  are  beaten  and  firm,  extend  about  twelve  or  fifteen 
'paces,  and  iflue  from  the  principal  manfion  like  rays  from  a  centre. 
Under  the  fuperior  vault  we  Ukewife  find  rem  -ins  of  the  roots  of  the 
jneadow  faffron,  which  feem  to  be  the  firft  food  given  to  the  young.' 

The  fymmetry,  the  elegance,  and  the  art,  with  which  the 
birds  conftruft  their  nefts  have  long  bNeen  the  fubjefr.  of  admira- 
tion- In  the  tropical  countries  the  nefts  are  often  penfile.  The 
taylor  bird  is  remarkable  for  its  dexterity:  *  It  picks  up  a  dead 
c  leaf,  and,  furprifing  to  relate,  fews  it  to  the  fide  of  a  living 
*  one,  its  flender  billbeing  its  needle;  and  its  thread  fome  fine 
4  (fores,  the  lining,  feathers,  goffamer,  and  down.    Its  eggs  are 

«  white, 
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f  white,  the  colour  of  the  bird  Jight  yellow  5  its  length  thret 
c  inches^  its  weight  only  three  fixteenths  of  an.  ounce ;  fo  that 
*  die  materials  of  the  neft,  and  its  own  f«tt,  ar^  not  likely  t& 
f  draw  ddwft  a  habitation  that  depends  on  fo  flight  a  tenure/ 

The  nefts  of  the  mafon-bee  are  fixed  ta  the  "walls  of  houfes, 
and  appear  like  irregular  prominences  formed  by  chance.  The 
fagacity  and  fkill  of  this  infe£t  are  aftonifliing  : 

'  She.  goes  to  a  bed  of  fand,  and  fele£h,  grain  by  grain,  the  kincj 
Which  is  belt  to  anfwer  her  purpofe.  With  her  teeth,  which  are  as 
large  and  as  ftrong  as  thofe  of  the  honey-bee,  fhe  examines  and 
brings  together  feveral  grains.  From  her  mouth  (he  pours  out  3 
vifcid  liquor,  with  which  (he  moiftens  the  firft  grain  pitched  upon. 
!*o  this  grain  (lie  cements  a  fecond,  which  ihe  moi.tens  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  to  the  former  two  fhe  attaches  a  third,  and  fo  on,  till 
fhe  has  formed  a  mafs  as  large  as  the  (hut  ufually  employed  to  kiH 
^ares.  This  is  the  foundation  of  the  firft  cell.  She  labours  in- 
^effantly  for  five  or  fix  days,  till  the  whole  be  completed,  when  it  re- 
iembks  the  figure  of  a  thimble*  Before  the  ceil  is  entirely .  fin  i  Med* 
the  mafon-bee  collects  from  ^he  flowers,  and  depofits  in  the  cell,  a 
large  quantity  of  farina,  and  afterwards  difgorges  upon  it  as  rcuclj. 
honey  as  dilutes  it,  and  forms  it  into  a  kind  of  pafte  or  fyrup.  Th# 
egg  jis  now  inclofed  on  all  fides  in  a  walled  habitation.' 

The  honey-bee  has  been  the  fubjedt  of  wonder  in  all  ages. 
That  order  and  fubordination  fo  confyicuous  feem  to  argue  a 
degree  of  intelligence,  and  fuggeft  the  idea  of  a  republic,  go- 
verned by  fixed  laws : 

*  In  the  formation  of  their  combs;  bees  feem  to  refolve  a  problem 
which  would  not  be  a  little  puzzling  to  fome  geometers,  namely,  a 
quantity  of  wax  being  given  to  ma,ke  of  it  equal  and  fimilar  cells  pf 
a  determined  capacity,  but  of  the  large  ft  fize  in;  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  matter  employed,  and  difpofed  in  fuch  a  manner  as  tOw 
occupy  in  the  hive  the  leaii:  poflible  fpace.  Every  part  of  this  problem 
is  completely  exetuted  by  the  bees. 

4  The  cells  of  bees  are  defigned  for  different  purpofes.  Some  of 
t^em  are  employed  for  the  accumulation  ancTprefervatian  of  honeyj 
hi  others,  the  fenrale  depofits  her  eggs,  and  from  thefe  eggs  worms 
are  hatched,  which  remain  in  the  ceils  till  their  final  transformation 
into  flies.  The  drones  or  males  are  larger  than  the  common  or 
working  bees ;  and  the  queen,  or  mother  of  the  hive;  is  much  large^ 
than  either.  A  cell  deftined  for  the  lodgment  of  a  male  or  female 
worm  mull,  therefore,  be  confiderahly  larger  than  the  cells  of  the 
fmaller  working  bees.  The  number  of  cells  deftined  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  working  bees  far  oceeds  thofe  in  which  the  males  are 
lodged.  The  honey  cells  are  always  made  deeper  and  more  capa- 
cious than  the  others.  When  the  honey  collected  is  fo  abundant  that 
the  veflels  cannot  contain  it,  the  bec$  lengthen,  and-oFcourfe  deepen 
the  honey- cells. 


Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


7V  Pbihfopkf  of  Natural  Hi/hff.,  tt 

t  By  a  long  and  attentive  ebfervation  Reaumur  found  that  the  beet 
a&uaiiy  eat  the  farina  which  they  fo  induftriouily  colled ;  and  that 
thk  farina,  by  an  animal  procefs,  is  converted  into  wax.  This  diw 
geftive  procefs,  which  is  neceflary  to  the  formation  of  wax,  is  cuv 
pied  on  in  the  fecond  ftomach,  and  perhaps  in  the  inteftines  of  becsv 
When  a  bee  comes  to  the  hive  with  its  thighs  filled  with  farina,  it  is, 
often  met  near  the  entrance  by  fame  of  its  companions,  who  firft  tal^  * 
off  the  load,  and  then  devour  the  provifions  fo  kindly  brought  them* 
But  when  none  of  the  bees  employed  in  the  hive  are  hungry  for  this 
fpecies  of  food,  the  carriers  of  the  farina  depofit  their  loads  in  cells 
prepared  for  that  purpofe.  To  thefe  cells  the  bees  refort  when  the 
weather  is  fo  had  that  they  cannot  venture  to  go  to  the  fields  in  quell 
of  firem  provifions.  After  the  farina  is  digelted  and  converted  into 
wax,  the  bees  pofTefs  the  power  of  bringing  it  from  their  ftomachs 
to  their  mouths.  The  inttrument  they  employ  in  furnifhing  mate- 
rials for  conftru&ing  their  waxen  cells  is  their  tongue,  «which  is  fituv 
axed  below  the  two  teeth  or  faogs. 

4  Bees,  from  the  nature  of  their  conftitution,  require  a  warm  habi- 
tation. They  are  likewife  extremely  folicitous  to  prevent  infects  of 
jany  kind  from  getting  admittance  into  their  hives.  To  accomplifh. 
both  thefe  purpofes,  when  they  take  pofTeffion  of  the  hive  they  care- 
fuljy  examine  every  part  of  it,  and,  if  they  difcover  any  fmall  holes 
or  chinks,  they  immediately  pafre  them  firmly  up  with  a  refinous  fub- 
ftance,  which  differs  confiderably  from  wax.  This  fubftance  was  not 
unknown  to  the  ancients.     Pliny  mentions  it  under  the  name  of  • 

propolis^  or  bee-glue.«< This  glue  is  not  like  wax  procured  by  an 

animal  proccG  ;  the  bees  collect  it  from  different  trees,  as  the  pop- 
lacs,  the  birches,  and  the  willows.  It  is  a  complete  production  of 
Nature,  and  requires  no  addition  or  manufacture  from  the  animals 
by  which  it  is  employed. 

*  Bees  extract  the  honey  by  means  of  their  probofcis  or  trunk, 
which  is  a  kind  of  rough  cartilaginous  tongue,  from  the  nectariferous 
glands  of  flowers.  After  collecting  a  few  fmall  drops,  the  animal 
conveys  them  to  its  mouth  and  fwallows  them.  From  the  cefophagus> 
or  gullet,  it  paffes  into1  the  firft  ftomach,  which  is  more  or  lefs 
fwelled  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  honey  it  contains.  When 
empty,  it  has  the  appearance  of  a  fine  white  thread  ;  'but  when  filled 
with  honey  it  affumes  the  figure  of  an  oblong  bladder,  the  membrane 
of  which  is  fo  thin  and  tranfparent  that  it  allows  the  colour  of  the 
liquor  it  contains  tp  be  diftinftly  feen.  It  not  unfrequently  happens 
that,  when  on  its  way  to  the  hive,  it  is  accoited  by  an  hungry  com- 
panion, which,  with  the  point  of  its  trunk,  fucks  the  honey  from  the 
oxher's  mouth.' 

Mr.  Reaumur  difcovered  feveral  important  fa£te  with  regard  to 
the  natural  biftory  of  bees  \  but  in  fome  he  was  miftaken.  Mr. 
Schirarch  and  Mr.  Debraw  have,  by  their  recent  obfervations, 
thrown  great  light  upon  this  curious  fubje&.  The  drones  are 
the  males  of  the  hive.  The  working  bees  are  not  neuters,  as 
.jras  formerly  fuppofed,  but  are  really  ferrtales  fai  which  the 

diftin&ion 
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#ftin£Hon  of  fex  is  obliterated.  The  queen-bee  is  the  only 
perfect  female,  and  is  the  mother  of  her  fubje&s.  She  depofits 
the  eggs,  which  are  of  two  kinds,  in  ce\b  that  are  previoufly 
prepared ;  and,  while  thefe  are  in  the  gelatinous  ftate,  the  drones 
inje£t  upon  them  the  feminal  liquor,  and  impregnate  them*  The 
form  and  fize  of  the  cell,  and  the  nature  of  the  food  furniihed 
to  the  worms  determine  the  rank  which  they  are  afterward*  to 
hold.  The  cell  iri  which  the  worm  is  lodged  which  is  deftiued 
to  fill  the  throne,  16  large  and  fpacioqs.  The  plebeian  race  arc 
confined  in  narrow  apartments,  the  expanfion  of  parts  is  pre- 
vented, and,  after  they  have  acquired  a  pertain  age,  they  are  for 
ever  deprived  of  tailing  the  fweets  of  love.  When  bees  lofo 
their  queen  they  are  able,  however,  to  provide  a  fucceflbr. 
They  enlarge  a  common  cell,  and  fupply  the  fortunate  cater-* 
pillar  with  nutricious  food,  and  foon  confefs  obedience  to  their 
infant  fovereign.  Hence  a  fingle  brood-comb  is  fufficient  in  a 
ihort  time  to  furnifh  a  new  hive.  4  By  this  djfeovery  we  are 
c  taught  an  eafy  mode  of  multiplying  without  end  fwarms  or 

*  new  colonies  of  thefe  ufeful  infe&s.     Befide  the  great  increafe 

*  of  honey,  if  this  difcovery  were  fufficieqtly  attended  to,  con-» 

*  fiderable  fums  annually  expended  in  importing  wax  into  this 
c  kingdom  from  the  continent  might  be  fa,ve<j,  Tlje  pra£ice  of 
c  this  new  art,  Mr.  Schirarch  informs  uf,  has  already  extended 
c  itfelf  through  Upper  Lufatia,  the  Palatinate,  Bohemia,  Bavaria, 
4  Silefia,  and  Poland.     In  fome  of  thefe  countries  it  has  excited 

*  and  acquired  the  attention  of  government.     The  Emprefs  of 

*  Ruflia,  who  never  lofes  fight  of  a  fingle  article  by  which  the 

*  induftrv,  and  of  courfe  the  happinefs,  of  her  fubjefts  can  be  aug* 

*  mented,  has  fent  a  proper  perfon  to  Klein  Bautzen  to  be  in- 
ftrufted  in  the  general  principles  of  this  new  and  important  art.* 
Mr.  Smellie  proceeds  to  give  a  full  accqunt  of  the  mode  in 

which  the  wafps  conftruft  their  habitations,  their  futordinatiori 
of  ranks,  their  fubdivifion  of  labour,  &c.  We  are  forry  we 
cannot  gratify  our  readers  with  an  additional  extraS. 

Chap.  XIV.  treats  of  the  hftilities  of,  animals,  The  intro-j 
ductton  of  evil  into  the  world  is  one  of  thofe  myfteries  which 
human  reafon  can  never  penetrate.  How  fhall  we  reconcile  the 
diforders  of  the  univerfe  with  the  idea  of  a  wife  ana  benevolent 
Creator?  Nothing  is  prefented  to  our  view  but  the  war  of 
elements  and  the  wreck  of  matter.  Every  being  fubfifts  by  the 
definition  of  others  ;  and  happinefs  and'  mifery  are  univerfally 
intermingled.  What  a  gloomy  fubjeft  of  declamation  for  the 
rrioralift  or  divine  ?  The  principles  of  life  are  diffeminated  witfr 
extreme  profufion,  and  Nature  repreffes  the  exuberance  by  per- 
mitting mutual  deftru&ion.  Even  animals  that  are  deemed 
noxious  arc  often  ufeful.    T{ie  ftork  deftroy's  the  reptiles  an4 
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dUgufting  infe&s,  which  abound  in  warm  and  marfhy  Countries. 
The  frogs,  fo  numerous  in  America,  are  devoured  by  the  fe/- 
pents,  and  they,  in  their  turn,  by  the  hogs.  Even  the  (mall 
birds,  though  they  commit  devastations  upon  our  crops,  are 
perhaps  ufeful  upon  the  whole,  by  devouring  the  deftrudive  ca- 
terpillars. A  pair  of  fparrows,  while  they  have  young,  are 
found  to  confume  every  week  3360  Caterpillars.  Such  fa£h, 
though  they  do  not  remove  the  difficulties  which  obtrude  upon 
us,  fcrve  to  diminifli  the  quantity  of  evil.  If  our  knowledge 
wefe  fufficiently  enlarged  we  fhould  perhaps  difcover  that  the 
ills  are  only  apparent  or  imaginary,  and  that  (  whatever  is,  is 
«beft.' 

The  fubje<a  of  Chap.  XV.  is  the  artifices  of  animals*  Mr. 
Smellie  fele&s  as  inftances  the  bear,  the  monkey,  the  deer,  and 
the  hare*     We  (hall  tranfcribe  his  account  of  the  fox : 

*  The  fox  has,  in  all  ages  and  nations,  been  celebrated  for  craftfneli 
and  addrefs.  Acute  and  circumfpelt,  fagacious  and  prudent,  he  di  veri- 
fies his  conduct,  and  always  referves  fbme  art  for  unforefeen  accidents. 
Though  nimbler  than  the  wolf,  he  trufts  not  entirely  to  the  fwiftnefs 
of  his  courfe.  He  knows  how  to  enfure  fafety,  by  providing  himfelf 
with  an  afylum  to  which  he  retires  when  danger  appears.  He  is 
not  a  vagabond,  but  lives  in  a  fettled  habitation,  and  in  a  domeitic 
ftate.  He  takes  up  his  abode  on  the  border  of  a  wood,  and  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  cottages.  Here  he  liftens  to  the  crowing  of  the 
cocks,  and  the  noife  of  the  poultry.  He  fcents  them  at  a  diftance. 
He  choofes  his  time  with  great  judgment  and  difcretion.  He  con- 
ceals both  his  route  and  his  defign.  He  moves  forward  with  caution, 
fometimes  even  trailing  his  bodp,  and  feldom  makes  a  fruitlefs  expe- 
dition. When  he  leaps  the  wall,  or  gets  in  under  it,  he  ravages  the 
court-yard,  puts  all  the  fowls  to  death,  and  then  retires  quietly  with 
his  prey,  which  he  either  conceals  under  the  herbage,  or  carries  off 
to  his  kennel.  In  a  fhort  time  he  returns  for  another,  which  he  car* 
lies  off  and  hides  in  the  fame  manner,  but  in  a  different  place.  In 
this  manner  he  proceeds  till  the  light  of  the  fun,  or  fome  movements 
perceived  in  the  houfe,  admonifh  him  that  it  is  time  to  retire  to  his 
den.  He  does  much  jnifchief  to  the  bird-catchers.  Early  in  the 
morning  he  viftfs  their  nets  and  their  birdlime,  and  carries  off  fuc- 
cemvely  alj  ihe  birds  that  happen  to  be  entangled.  The  young  hares 
he  hunts  in  the  plains,  feizes  old  ones  in  their  feats,  digs  out  the 
rabjifcs  in  the  warrens,  finds  out  the  neife  of  partridges,  quails,  &c. 
Uetzes  the  mothers  on  the  eggs,  and  deftroys  a  prodigious  number  of 
game.' 

The  glutton  employs  a  fineular  ftratagenr  for  killing  die 
fallow-deer  and  the  horfe.  He  collets  a  quantity  of  herbage* 
with  which  he  climbs  up  a  tree,  and,  when  the  fated  animal  ap- 
proaches, he  throws  down  the  bait.  Inftantlv  the  favage  darts 
upon  the  back  of  bis  prey*  and  torments  it  till  it  dafhes  itfelf  to 
death. 

The 
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The  birds  and  fifties  clifcovcr  various  degree*  of  artificd; 
Even  the  ibfe&s  have  fometimes  a  fpecies  of  cunning.  The 
ant-lion,  which  refembles  the  wood-loofe,.  and  which  feeds 
chiefly  upon  "ants,  is  a  remarkable  irrfhnce.  It  traces  a  ciivi 
cular  furrow  in  the  fend,  and  afterwards  a  feeohd,  concentric 
with  the  firft.  In  this  marine/  it  proceed*  till  it  completes  the 
funnel,  at  the  bottom  of  which  it  hes  concealed.  4  When  an 
(  ant  happens  to  make  too  near  an  approach  to  the  margin  of 
4  the  ftmnd,  the  fides,  of  which  are  very  ftedp,  the  fine  £awd 
1  gives  way,  and  the  unwa'ry  animal  tumbles  down  to  the  bot- 

*  torn;     The  ant-lion  inftandy  kills  the  ar*,  btrries  it  under  tte 
4  fand,  and  fucks  out  its  vitals*     It  afterwards  pufhes  out  the 

*  empty  fkin,  repairs  the  dHbrder  introduce*  imo  its  fnare,  and 
4  again  lies  in  ambtrffa  for  a  frefli  prey/ 

Chap.  XVI.  treats  of  die  affectations  of  unimdsi  Mr;  SrnelKe 
gives  a  fliort  view  of  the.  origin  of  civil  fociety,  and  ftates  thd 
advantages  arrfihg  from  the  eftablifhmerrt  of  government.  He 
divides  fociety  into  two  kindSj  the  proper,  in  which  certain  ope- 
rations are  carried  on  in  common  ;  and  the  improper,  in  which 
there  is  no  common  obje&.  To  the  former  clafe  he  refers  man^ 
the  beaver,  the  German  marmot,  pairing  birds,  and  many  of 
the  infect  tribe.  His  description  of  the  aflbciation  6f  the  common 
caterpillar  is  curious  :  i 


f  About  the  middle  of  fummer  a  butterfly  d^pofits  from  three  to* 
four  hundred  eggs  on  a  leaf  of  a  tree,  from  each  of  which,  in  a  few 
days,  a  young  caterpillar  proceeds.  They  are  no  fooner  hatched 
than  they  begin  to  form  a  common  habitation.  They  fpin  filken 
threads,  which  they  attach  to  one  edge  of  the  leaf,  and  extend  them 
to  the  other.  By  this  operation  they  make  the  two  edges  of  thef 
leaf  approach  each  other,  and  form  a  cavity  reftmbling  a  hammock. 
In  a  fhort  time,  the  eoncive  leaf  is  completely  roofed  with  a  covering 
of  filk.  Under  tjiis  tent  the  animals  live  together  iti  mutual  friend* 
lhip  and  harmony.  When  not  difpofed  to  eat  or  to  fpin,  they  retire  to 
their  tent.  It  requires  feveral  of  thefe  habitations  to  contain  the  wholes 
1  According  as  the  animals  increafe  in  fize,  the  number  of  their  rent$ 
is  augmented.  After  gnawing  one  half  of  the  fubftance  of  fuch 
leaves  as  happen  to  be  near  the  end  of  fome  twig  or  fmall  branch* 
they  begin  the  great  work.  In  conftru&ing  this  new  edifice  or  neft# 
the  caterpillars  en  emit  a  confiderable  part  of  the  twig  with  whit* 
filk.  In  the  fame  manner,  they  cover  two  or  three  of  fuch  leaves 
together  with  the  twig.  The  neft  is  now  fo  fpacious  that  it  is  able 
to  contain  tjie  whole  community,  every  individual  of  which  is  em- 
ployed in  the  common  labour.  By  different  plaiii  coverings  ex- 
tended from  die  opposite  fides  of  the  leaves  and  of  the  twig,  the 
internal  part  of  the  tieit  is  divided  into  a  number  of  different  apart- 
meats.  To  each  of  thefe  apartments,  which  feem  to  be  very  irre- 
gular, there  are  paflages  by  which  the  caterpillars  can  either  go  out 
in  oueft  of  food,  or  retire  in  the  evening,  or  during  rainy  weather. 
2  Thf 
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■jftie  filkfa  coverings,  by  repeated  layers/  become  at  iafl  fo  thick 
and  &rmg  that  jthpy  reiift  all  the  attacks  of  the  wind,  and  all  the 
injuries  of  the  air,  during  eight  or  nine  months.  About  the  begin- 
lag  cf  Odober,  or  when  the  froft  iirft  commences,  the  whole  com- 
munity Jhut  themiclves  up  in  the  neft.  During  the  winter  they  re- 
ibata  immoveable,  and  feewiugry  dead ;  but,  when  cxpofed  to  heat* 
they  fooa  discover  fymptoms  of  We,  and  begin  to  c*eep*  la  this 
country  they  feldom  go  out  of  the  neft  till  the  middle  or  end  of  April* 
When  they  fhut  them/elves  up  for  the  winter  they  are  very.fmallf 
but,  after  they  have  fed  for  fome  days  in  the  fpring  upon  the  young 
or  tender  leaves,  they  find  the  neft  it&lf,  and  all  the  entrances  to 
it,  too  finall  for  the  mcreafed  fize  of  their  bodies.  To  remedy  this 
Inconveniency  thefe  dUgutHnjj  reptiles  know  how  to  enlarge  both  the 
neft  and  its  palTages  by  additional  operations  accommodated  to  th* 
prefent  ftate.  Into  thefe  new  lodgings  they  rehire  when  they  want 
to  repofe,  to  fepecti  thecifehres  from  the  injuries  of  the  weather,  o* 
to  caft  theb  Jdtts.  In  fine,  after  eating  their  feins  feveral  times, 
the  time  of  their  difoerfion  arrives.  From  the  beginning  to  the  end 
of  June  they  lead  a  foiitary  life.  Their  fecial  difpofition  is  no  longer, 
felt.  Each  pf  them  fj^ins  a  pod  of  cparfe  brownifh  filk ;  in  a  lew 
days  ttiey  are  changed  into  chryfalids,  and  in  eighteen  or  twenty  days 
tnore  they  are  transformed  into  butterflies.' 

"  Mr:  Smellte  proceeds  to  give  an  entertaining  account  of  the 
jugular  focieties  of  other  caterpillars,  and  particularly  of  the 
kind  denominated  pr*oc$j]fauiry  by  Reaumur*  Under  the  daft 
6f  improper  Societies  he  ranks  the  ox,  the  flag*  the  fheep,  the 
he&  and  the  dog. 

Chap*  XVII.  treats  of  the  docility  of  animals i  Man  is  emi- 
ineptly  diftinguiftied  by  his  imitative  powers.  He  can  be  moulded 
into  aJmoft  any  form ;  and  education,  by  eliciting  and  directing 
the  force  of  his  intelle^  elevates  him,  in  fome  degree,  above 
die  rank  of  mortals.  The  orang-outahg  bears  a  feint  refemblance 
to  man,  both  in  fliape  and  docility.  The  elephant  is  diftin-» 
gufthed  by  his  fagacity  and  pliancy  of  difpofition.  The  dog 
bas,  if|  afl  ages,  been  celebrated  for  his  afle&ion  for  his  mafter, 
his  conftancy,  and  his  imitative  powers.  We  flwfi  quete  a  !*• 
cent  anecdote  relating  to  this  fagacious  animal : 

4  There  is  a  dog  at  prefent  belonging  to  a  grocer  in  EdijjBbrgh, 
who  has  for  fome  time  amufed  and  altonimed  the  people  in  the 
neighbourhood.  A  man,  who  goes  through  the  ftreets  ringing  a  bell 
and  felling  penny  pies,  happened  one  day  to  treat  this  dog  with  a 
pie.  The  next  time  he  heard  the  pieman's  bell  he  ran  to  htm  with 
impatuofity,  feized  him  by  the  coat,  and  would  not  firffer  him  to  pa&« 
The  pieman,  who  understood  what  the  animal  wanted,  lhowed  him 
ft  penny,  and  pointed  to  his  mailer,  who  flood  in  the  itrect~door# 
and  faw  what  was  going  on.  The  dog  immediately  (UppHcatied  hi# 
gaiter  by  many  humble  geftures  and  looks.  The  mailer  put  a  penny, 
into  the  dog's  mputh,  which  Me  infiantly  delivered  to  the  pieman- 
ana 
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and  received  his  pie.    This  traffic  between  the  pieman  and  the  £rcP 
cer's  dog  hat  been  pra&ifed  for  months  paft,  and  ftill  continues.9 

Mr.  Smellie  mentions,1  a*  curious  inftances  of-  fagacity,  the 
troops  of  wild  horfes  which  are  fcattered  over  the.  plains  of 
Peru,  the  bifons  of  Africa  and  Afia,  and  the  oxen  of  the  hot* 
ten  tots.  He  next  makes  fome  remarks  6rt  die  changes  pro-* 
duced  in  animals  by  domeftication.  The  ox,  the  fheep,  th# 
horfe,  &C*  have  loft  their  native  fiercenefs  under  the  govern- 
ment of  man. 

The  fubje£  of  Chap4  XVIII.  is  the  charatters  of  animals •; 
Not  qply  individuals,  but  different  ipecies,  are  diftinguifhed  by 
certain  prominent  features;  and  the  inftin&ive  difpofitions, 
though  varioufly  modified,  give  a  dire&ion  to  the  whole  fyftem 
of  conduS.  The  fubjeft  is  too  extenfive  to  be  fully  treated, 
and  Mr*  Smellie  only  makes  a  few  curfory  remarks*  The  feme 
may  be  faid  of  the  next  chapter,  which  treats  of  the  principle  of 
imitation.     Nothing  can  be  expe&ed  but  general  observations. 

Chap;  X3t*  treats  of  the  migration  of  animals.  On  this  intereft- 
ing  and  curious  fubjeft  naturalifts  have  formed  various  opinions^ 
The  Hon.  Daines  Barrington  infills  that  birds  are  unable  to  un-* 
dertake  diftant  journies  \  and  only  admits  partial  removes,  or  what 
he  calls  fittings.  It  has  long  been  difputed  what  becomes  of 
thefwallow  in  the  .winter  feafon*  Some  have  fuppofed  that  it 
retires  to  the  cliffs  of  rocks,  old  dry  walls,  fand-hills,  &c+ 
Others  have  maintained  that  it  dives  to  the  bottom  of  lakes* 
and  paffes  thtf  winter  under  ice.  But  the  inftances  which  have 
been  adduced  are  not  well  afcertained,  and  muft  be  reckoned 
anamoldusj  and  the  immerfion  under  water  is  totally  incom- 
patible with  the  ftru&ure  of  the  bird*  We  are  behdes  war* 
ranted  by  the  teftimony  of  navigators  to  conclude  that  v  the 
fwallows,  at  the  approach  of  winter,  wing  their  courfe  to  remote 
climates.  The  fummer  birds  of  paflage  arrive  from  the  middle 
of  March  to  the  middle  of  May.  Thefeare,  the  wryneck,  the 
fmalUJi  willow-wren^  the  houfe-Jwallow,  the  martin,  the  fand* 
martin,  the  blackcaps  the  nightingale^  the  cuckoo,  the  middle  willow 
wreru  the  white-throat,  the  red-fart ,  the  ft one-curlew,  the turtle* 
dove,  the  grajhopper  lark,  the  fwift,  the  lefs  reed-fparrow,  the 
land-rail,  the  largefl  willow-wren,  the  goat-tucker,  and  the  fty± 
catcher.  The  winter  birds  of  paflage  in  tnis  climate  are,  the 
ring-oufel,  the  red-wing,  the  field-fare,  the  Royfon-crow,  thd 
woodcock*  the  fnipe,  the  jack  fnipe,  the  wood-pigeon,  the  wild- 
(wan,  the  wild^goofe,  the  bernacle,  the  gannet,  the  crof-heak,  the 
croft-bill,  the  filk- tail.  All  thefe  retire  in  the  fpring  to  Sweden* 
Poland,  Pruffia,  Norway,  and  Lapland,  where  they  breed,  and 
dire&  their  courfe  towards  the  foUth  as  fo  n  as  they  are  able  td 
$y.    The  principal  obje&s  of  emigration  are*  food,  temperature 
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of  die  atr,  and  convenient  fituations  for  breeding.  Small  birds 
remove  in  the  fpring  and  autumn  from  one  country  to  another, 
or  from  inland  diftri&s  towards  the  fhores.  It  is  by  a  diligent 
attention  to  thefe  flights  that  the  bird-catchers  exercife  their 
profeffion.  Quadrupeds  alfo  perform  partial  migrations.  In  the 
northern  regions  of  Europe  the  ftag,  the  rein-deer,  the  roebuck, 
and  the  ox,  leave  the  lofty  tracks  on  the  approach  of  winter ; 
and,  at  the  return  of  fummer,  they  avoid  the  fwarms  of  trou- 
blefome  infeSs  by  regaining  the  fummits  of  the  mountains. 
Frogs,  as  foon  as  they  have  acquired  their  perfect  form,  dif- 
perfe  over  the  marfhy  grounds.  Mr.  Smellie  defcribes  the  mi- 
grations of  the  falmon,  the  mackerel,  the  pilchard,  &c.  The 
herring  inhabits  the  northern  regions  of  the  globe.  It  paries  a 
torpid  winter  under  the  ice,  near  the  polar  circle.  In  June  it 
begins  to  advance  towards  the-fouth  in  immenfe  (hoals : 

'  Their  approach  is  recognifed  by  particular  figns,  fuch  as  the  ap- 
pearance of  certain  fifties,  the  vail  number  of  birds,  as  gannets  or 
folan-geefe,  which  follow  the  ftioai  to  prey  upon  the  herrings.  But 
when  the  main  body  arrives,  its  breadth  and  depth  are  fo  great  as  to 
change  the  appearance  of  the  ocean  itfelf.  The  ftioai  is  generally 
divided  into  columns  of  five  or  fix  miles  in  length,  and  three  or  four 
In  breadth.  Their  progreffive  motion  creates  a  kind  of  rippling  or 
(mall  undulations  in  the  water.  They  fometimes  fink  and  difappear 
for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  and  then  rife  again  toward  the  furface. 
When  the  fun  Ihines  a  variety  of  fplendid  and  beautiful  colours  are 
reflected  upon  their  bodies.  In  their  progrefs  fouthward,  the  firft 
interruption  they  meet  with  is  from  the  Shetland  ifles.  Here  the 
feoal  divides  into  two  branches.  One  branch  ftirts  the  eaftern,  and 
the  other  the  weftern  fhores  of  Great- Britain,  and  fill  every  bay  and 
creek  with  their  numbers.  Thofe  which  proceed  to  die  well  from 
Shetland,  after  vifiting  the  Hebrides,  where  the  great  fifhery  is  car- 
ried on,  move  on  till  they  are  again  interrupted  by  the  north  of 
Ireland,  which  obliges  them  to  divide  a  fecond  time.  One  divifion 
takes  to  the  weft,  where  they  are  fcarcely  perceived,  being  foon  loft 
in  the  immenfity  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  The  other  divifion  goes  to 
the  Irifli  Sea,  and  aifo.  ds  nourifhment  to  many  thonfands  of  die  hu- 
man race/ 

We  (hall  tranfcribe  Mr.  Smellie's  account  of  the  migrations 
of  the  violet  land-crab,  which  is  curious : 

f  They  inhabit  the  hollows  of  old  trees,  the  clefts  of  rocks,  and 
holes  which  they  themfelves  dig  in  the  earth.  In  the  months  of 
April  and  May  they  leave  their  retreats  in  the  mountains  and  march 
in  millions  to  the  fea-ftiore.  At  this  period  the  whole  ground  is 
covered  with  them  ;  and  a  man  can  hardly  put  down  his  foot  without 
treading  upon  them.  In  their  progrefs  towards  the  fea,  like  the 
northern  rats,  the  land  crabs  move  in  a  ftraight  line.  Even  when  a 
honfe  intervenes,  inftead  of  deviating  to  the  right  or  left,  they  attempt 
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t6  fcate  the  walls.  But  when  they  meet  a  river,  they  are  o&igerf  t$ 
wind  along  the  coorfe  of  the  Dream.  In  their  migration  from  the 
snountai  s  they  obferve  the  greateft  regularity,  and  commonly  divide 
into  three  battalions  or  bodies.  The  firft  confifts  of  the  ftrongeft  and 
the  boldeft  males,  who,  like  pioneers,  march  forward  to  clear  the 
route,  and  to  face  the  greateft  dangers.  The  females,  who  form  th% 
main  body,.defccnd  front  the  mountains  in  regular  columns,  which 
are  fifty  paces  broad,  three  miles  long,  and  fo  dofe  that  they  almoft 
entirely  cover  the  ground.  Three  or  four  days  afterwards  the  rear 
guard  follows,  which  confifts  of  a  draggling,  undifciplined  troop  of 
males  and  females.  They  travel  chiefly  in  the  night ;  but,  if  it 
rains  by  day,  they  proceed  in  their  flow  uniform  manner.  When  the 
feii '(bines,  and  the  furface  of  the  ground  is  dry,  they  make  an  uni- 
verfal  halt  till  evening,  and  then  refume  their  march.  When  alarmed 
with  danger  they  run  backward  in  a  disorderly  manner,  and  hold  up 
tfeir  flippers  in  a  threatening  poftmre.  They  even  feem  to  intimi- 
date their  enemies  j  for  when  difturbed  they  make  a  clattering  noife 
with  their  nippers.  When  an  individual  by  accident  is  fo  maimed 
that  he  carinot  proceed,  his  companions  immediately  devour  him,  and 
then  purfue  theif  journey.  After  a  fatiguing  and  tedious  march, 
which  fometimes  continues  three  months  before  they  reach  the  (bore* 
they  prepare  themfelves  for  depositing  their  fpawn.  At  this  very 
period  numbers  of  JMhes  of  different  kinds  are  anxioufly  waiting  for 
this  annual  fupply  of  food.  Here  they  throw  off  their  old  (hells, 
remain  quite  naked,  and  almoft  without  motion  for  fix  days,  when 
they  become  fo  fat  that  they  are  efteemed  delicious  food.  When  the 
new  (hell  has  hardened,  the  animals,  by  an  inftin&ive  impulfe^ 
march  back  to  thofe  mountains  which  they  had  formerly  deferted. 
In  Jamaica,  where  they  are  numerous,  the  land  crabs- are  regarded 
as  the  greateft  delicacies;  and  they  are  fo  abundant  that  the  (laves 
are  often  fed  entirely  upon  them/ 

Chap.  XXI.  treats  of  the  longevity  and  dljfolution  of  organlfii 
todies.  Independent  of  accident  and  drfeafe,  animals  have  a  re- 
gular tendency  to  deftru&ion.  The  fibres  become  rigid,  the 
cartilages  are  gradually  offified,  and  the  vital  motions  are 
clogged.  Diflblutioft  fobn  follows.  The  more  rapid  the  growth, 
the  more  fudden  is  the  decay.  A  ftrong  confutation^  and  & 
regular  mode  of  life,  contribute  to  longevity.  But  inftancqs  of 
extreme  age  are  quite  anomolous  fiufts.  Individuals,  fickly  and 
intemperate,  have  fometimes  prolonged  their  lives. beyond  a 
century.  Birds  and  fiflies  are  of  great  longevity^  fome  living. 
two  hundred  years. 

The  fubjett  of  the  laft  chapter  is  the  progrejjwe  feak  or  chain, 
of  beings  in  the  univerfi.  What  a  noble  field  of  contemplation 
for  the  philofopher  and  the  divine !  That  unity  of  defign,  that 
connexion  and  (ubordination  of  parts,  which  pervade  the  fyfteixt 
of  Nature !  But  why  enjoys  not  man  a  more  exalted  rank  ? 
Such  is  tho  arrogance  of  the  human  mind.    But  c  let  man  be 

•  contented. 
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*  contented.     His  ftation  in  the  univerfal  feale  trf"  nature  i$ 
c  fixed  by  wifdom.     Let  him  contemplate  and  admire  the  works 

*  of  his  Creator ;  let  him  fill  up  his  rank  with  dignity,  and  con., 

*  fider  every  partial  evil  as  a  caufe  or  an  eftec*  of  a  general 

*  good.     This  is  the  whole  duty  of  man.* 

It  was  impoffible,  from  the  nature  of  the  fubjeft,  entirely  to 
avoid  repetitions ;  and  perhaps  our  author  is  too  much  inclined 
to  mince  down  his  ideas.  He  candidly  confeffes  the  defe&s  of 
his  ftyle,  which  is  often  carelefs,  and  fometimes  clouded  wit{i 
vicious  exprcfEons.  We  (hall  marie  a  few  as  a  fpecimen: 
c  Endow  animals  with  ftruAure  and  organs.' — *  By  the  inflru~ 
c  mentality  of  which/ — i  Apprehend  their  food  with  their  long 
c  necks/ — <  The  fecond  tube  is  exferted.' — c  Sentiment  is  the 

*  only  ftimulus  to  anitaal  motion.' — c  Unarmed  organ  of  fight/ 
— c  Stimulates  us  to  retire/  &c. — He  is  nioft  apt  to  fall  into 
Gallicifms  and  Latinifms.  The  work  is  tinftured  with  a  degree 
of  juvenility;  but  through  the  whole  we  trace  the  amiable  pidture 
of  a  benevolent  mind. 


Art.  III.  Philofiphical  Reflexions  on  the  late  Revolution  in 
France^  and  the  Conduft  of  the  Dijfenters  in,  England,  In  -a 
Letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr. Prieftley.  By  J. Courtenay,  Efa.  MP. 
8vo.  2S.     Becket.     London,  1 790. 

Ti^R.  Courtenay,  in  a  ftrain  of  irony  not  always  equally  happy, 
^*  attempts  to  expofe  certain  arbitrary  maxims  and  meafures 
of  government : 

f  It  is  a  political  truth,  confirmed  by  the  experience  of  ages,  that 
the  tranquillity  and  happinefs  of  a  well-regulated  community  can 
only  be  maintained  by  implicit  obedience  and  unconditional  fub- 
miffion.  The  vifions  of  chimerical  fpeculation  mud  difappear  before 
the  light  of  hiftory,  and  truth  and  reafon  again  refume  their  empire 
over  the  human  mind.  I  fay  then,  if  the  Athenians  had  quietly  and 
judicioufly  fubmitted  to  the  dominion  of  the  thirty  tyrants,  Critias 
and  his  council  of  ariftocrats  would  not  have  been  compelled  to  ftain 
their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their  fellow-citizens.  Socrates  might 
have  faved  himfelf  and  his  country  if  he  had  exerted  his  abilities, 
like  Dr.  H.  by  fupporting  the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  eftablifbment  of 
Athens,  inftead  of  proudly  and  obftinately  difplaying  that  factious 
and  heterodox  fpirit  which  has  always  diftinguiihed  you.  If  Brutus 
and  his  band  of  Roman  confpirators  had  faluted  Julius  Csefar  king, 
defpotifm  and  felicity  would  have  been  diffufed  over  the  world,  and 
an  Englifh  prelate  would  not  have  difgraced  himfelf  and  his  holy 
function  by  pronouncing  an  eulogium  on  affaffination,  and  recom- 
mending the  dangerous  and  daring  tenets  of  an  heathenlih  ballad  to 
our  ingenuous  jyouth,  in  the  infidious  and  captivating  language  of 
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ekffical  eloquence.  But  let  roe,  in  the  words  of  Lord  Bacon,  bring; 
this  topic  home  to  men's  bnfinefs  and  bofoms.  If  Mr.  Hampden  Ji  ad 
meekly  acquiefced  in  Charles's  claim  to  (hip-money,  the  natio* 
would  have  been  prefcrved  from  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war;  *  tax- 
'  ation  no  tyranny,'  would  have  become  our  political  creed  ;  Ame- 
rica might  ttili  have  flourifhed  under  our  aufpices ;  the  unconta- 
minated  loyalty  of  toryifm  would  have  been  our  own ;  we  ihould  not 
have  incurred  the  wrath  of  heaven  for  flicdding  the  royal  martyr's 
blood  ;  we  ihould  not  have  been  punilhed  for  that  flagitious  aft  by 
the  .Revolution  \  nor  have  had  a  prince  of  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick 
to  fuffer  for  our  fint ; — we  might  (fell  have  enjoyed  a  popifh  liturgy, 
a  Calviniftical  creed,  and  an  Arminian  clergy,  with  all  the  •fuper- 
added  bleffings  of  an  arbitrary  monarchy. 

'  The  moft  effectual  means  fhould  be  inftantly  purfued  to  check 
this  growing  mifchief  [oppofition  to  the  extenfton  of  excife]  ;  and 
perhaps  none  could  be  better  than  re-eftablifhing  the  obfolete  prac- 
tice of  iSTuing  general  warrants,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  fecretary  of 
State.  If  there  ihould  Still  remain  any  abfurd  prejudice  agairift  the 
name,  let  them  be  called  lei  tret  de  cachet.  A  late  eminent  magif- 
trate  *  recommended  the  adoption  of  this  meafure,  with  great  force 
of  reasoning  and  unanfwerable  argument,  in  order  to  check  the  mi- 
gration of  our  manufacturers,  and  the  export  of our  /finning- Jennys  j 
but  now  the  French  revolution,  and  the  wife  extension  of  our  cxcife 
laws,  have  made  it  not  only  prudent,  but  absolutely  neceSTary,  for 
the  preservation  of  the  empire.  The  prefent  member  for  Middleiei 
has  a  glorious  opportunity  of  making  the  amende  honorable  to  his 
king,  country,  and  constituents,  by  bringing  in  a  bill  to  legalife  ge- 
neral warrants,  or  let t res  de  cachet.  Let  the  Commons  pais  it,  apd 
the  Lords  will  not  venture  to  throw  it  out.  The  daring  menaces  of 
the  tobacconifts,  in  their  evidence,  may  ferve  as  a  preamble  to  the 
ad ;  and  a  fpecial  claufe  may  be  inferted  to  fufpend  the  pernicious 
operation  of  the  habeas  corf  us  ad  for  fcven  years  ;  and  at  die  end  of 
that  time  it  will  be  totally  forgot. 

*  In  Short,  the  expediency  of  Strengthening  the  arm  of  executive 
power  is  univerfally  admitted;  and  as  we  have  hitherto  derived  all 
our  riches,  glory,  and  happinefs,  by  keeping  up  a  cordial  enmity> 
and  provoking  rivalfhip  between  us  and  France,  by  a  total  diversity 
of  laws,  opinions,  and  constitution;  let  ns  SK11,  with  patriotic  per* 
tinacity,  adhere  to  our  old  fyftem,  and  we  may  yet  bid  defiance  to, 
all  our  enemies,  foreign  and  domestic* 

Thefe  extracts  will  ferve  as  Specimens  of  that  irony  which 
runs  throughout  this  pamphlet.  The  laSt  period  in  the  fecond 
of  thefe  points  evidently  to  Mr.  Burke,  who,  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  infiSted  on  the  dangers  to  be  apprehended  by  this 
country  from  conformity,  imitation,  and  alliance,  with  France. 
This,  with  other  Sentiments,  and  the  circumftance  of  the  time 
of  publication,  render  it  probable  that  it  was  Mr.  Burke's  fpeech 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  relative  to  French  affeirs  that  led 
Mr,  Courtenay  to  write  this  jeu  fefprit. 

*'■'■'      ■     ' ; 

*  Sir  John  Hawkins.    Life  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  p.  510. 
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Art.  IV.     Hortus  Kewenfis  ;  or,  J  Catahpu  tf  the  Plants  tulr 
tivated  in   the  Botanic  Garden   at  Kew.     By  William*  AiUn* 
,  Gardener  to  bis  Majejly.     8vo.  3  vols.  ll.  IS.  boards.    Nicolf 
London,  1790. 

DOT  ANY  has  lately  become  the  fawionable  ftudy  of  this 
-"  country.  It  requires  no  ftretch  of  underftanding ;  and  the 
expence  with  which  the  purfuit  of  it  is  attended  is- an  additional 
recommendation  to  the  great.  If  our  inquiries  were  dire&ed  to 
the  phyfiology  of  plants,  and  to  their  ufes  in  the  arts  and  in 
medicine*  they  would  be  truly  laudable.  But  nomenclature  is 
the  great  objeS  of  our  virtual!.  The  knowledge  of  words  pre- 
cludes that  of  things.  To  give  name  to  a  mofs  or  a  butterfly  if 
to  acquire  unfading  immortality.  Troops  are  difperfed  to  climb 
the  mountains  and  to  traverfe  the  ocean,  to  colled  gewgaws  and 
extend  the  glory  of  the  Suede. 

The  prcfent  is  a  work  of  fome  merit.  The  author  informs 
us  that  it  is  the  fruit  of  fixteen  years  labour.  It  is  not  merely 
a  catalogue  of  the  plants  which  are  cultivated  at  Kew,  nor  is  it 
confined  to  thqfe  which  are  diftinguiflied  by  their  beauty  or  ufe. 
It  muft  be  confidered  as  an  improved  edition  of  the  /pedes  plan- 
tarumy  and  includes  all  the  plants  which  have  ever  been  intro- 
duced into  this  country.  Mr.  Aiton  has  confulted  the  volu- 
minous productions  of  bis  predeceffors.  He  has  afcertained  the 
climate  of  each  plant,  the  time  of  flowering,  the  period  of  in* 
trodu&ion,  &c.  We  have  compared  the  work  with  Murray's 
edition  of  the  Syftema  VegetabiRum^  printed  at  Gottingen  in 
1784,  and  have  obferved  fome  conildenable  additions.  We 
fball  endeavour  to  give  a  curfory  view  of  the  improvements 
which  have  been  made  fince  that  time. 

Under  the  clafs  Monandria  Monogynia  a  new  genus,  poUicbia^ 
is  arranged.  It  was  brought  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  by 
Mr.  Patterson,  and  introduced  in  1780  by  the  Countefs  of 
Strathmore.  It  flowers  in  September.  The  character  is  Col.  1— 
pbyllusy  $—dentatus.  Cor.  0.  Sim.  I.  Rec. /quanta  bauatar%fruBu$ 
tncludenUs. 

In  the  clafs  Diandria  Monogynia  there  is  added  to  the  genus 
OUa,  or  olive,  a  new  fpecies,  exal/a9  brought  from  Madeira  in 
1784  by  Mr.  Mafon.  A  ne\v  genus,  Andjlrum,  CaL  4 — phyl/us. 
Cor.  o.  Sttgma  ntultipartitum.  JXrupa  Jx/ucca}  bi/piday  \—4ocularis; 
It  includes  two  fpecies;  the  luddumy  introduced  in  1777  from 
the  Falkland  Iflands  by  Dr.  Fojthergill ;  and  the  laUbroiumy 
brought  in  1774  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  by  Mr.  Mafon. 
A  new  fpecies  of  Veronica^  or  JpeedweU>  the  decuffbtay  brought 
from  the  Falkland  Iflands  in  1 776.  Two  Jpeoes  of  the  Juftida^ 
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or  Malabar  nut;  the  Coccinea?  introduced  in  1770  from  South 
America  arid  tbe  Pifttrolis?  brought  in  1787  from  the  Weft 
Indies  by  Mr;  Anderfon*  A  new  fpecies  of  Calceolaria?  the  Fo- 
tbergitii?  brought  from  the  Falkland  Iflaods  in  1777.  A  new 
fpecics  of  the  Collinfonia?  the  Scabriufcula?  from  Eait  Florida, 

The  Scbanus  aculeatus  and  Phlaum  fchanoides^  Linn,  are  now 
arranged  as  varieties  of  the  Crypfis  aadeata?  in  the  clafs  Diandric 
Monogynia;  the  chara&er,  CaL  Gluma,  2— valvis?  i-+flora9 
Qtr,  Gluma?  2 — vatois,  mutica. 

.  In  the  clafs  Diandria  Trigynia  two  new  fpecies  are  added  to 
the  Piper?  or  Pipptr ;  the  polyjlachiony  brought  from  Jamaica  ii\ 
1775,  2S^  the  puuhel/um,  introduced  in  1778. 

In  the  clafs  Triandria  Monogynia  five  fpecies  are  added  to  the 
Jttia:  the  autoca^  brought  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  1774^ 
the  vtlkfa^  in  1778,  the  patens^  in  1779,  die  deufta?  in  1774,  and 
the  .fqualide,  in  the  fame  year.  To  the  Gladiolus,  or  Cam-flog? 
have  been  alfo  added  five  new  fpecies:  thtJlriSus?  introduced 
from  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope  in  1774;  the  tarinatusy  intro- 
duced at  the  farte  time,  and  the  blandus-?  the  flaws?  brought  in 
1780  by  Mr.  Paterfon  >  and  the  fecurigor?  alfo  from  the  Cape, 
A  new  fpecies  of  Cyperus?  the  vijcofus?  introduced  from  Jamaica 
in  1781. 

•.  In  the  clafs  Triandria  Monogynia  a  new  fpecies  of  the  Pani- 
ctcrrty  xYiefericiuni)  or  filky  panic  grafs,  brought  in  1780  from 
the1  Weft  Indies.  The  Arijlatus  and  Paniceus  of  the  Alopecurus 
o£  Linnaeus  are  arranged  in  the  genus  Agrojlisy  and  two  fpe- 
,  cries  are  added ;  the  Unfa?  brought  from  the  Eaft  Indies  in  1778, 
ao»d  rthe  complanata^ brought  from  Jamaica  in  1779.  A  new 
fpecies  of  the  Poay  or  Meadow  -grafi^  the  Gerardi?  which  is  a 
native  ofthe  Alps  of  France,  Italy,  and  Switzerland,  wasintro-* 
duced  in  1775. 

.-  In  the  clafs  Triandria  Digynia  a  new  fpecies  of  the  Da&ytis? 
the  flriffa,  or  eock's-foot  grafs.  A  new  fpecies  of  the  Hord$um? 
c&barbj?  the  jubatum>  was  introduced  in  1 782  from  Hudfon's 
Bay. 

v  in  tbe  claft  Tetrandria  Monogynia,  a  new  fpecies  of  the 
Rubidy  or  madder?  the  fruticofa^  brought  from  the  Canary  ifland$ 
in  1779.  A  new  genus,  the  Witheringia^  introduced  from  South 
Anuerica  in  1742;  the  chara&er,  Car.  fubcampanulata ;  tuba 
auadrigibbo.  CaL  minimus?  objblttt  4 — dentatus.  Peric.  2—loculare. 
A  new  fpecies  of  the  BIanay  the  mufcofa^  introduced  from  the 
Cape  bf  Good  Hope  in  1774.  Two  fpecies  of  the  Buddlea: 
the  ghbofa?  brought  from  Chili  in  1774$  and  the  falvifolia? 
•  brought  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  1760.  A  new  fpecies 
of  the  Camus?  or  DogWQoa\  the  Jlri&ay  introduced  from  North 
America  in  1758,  A  new  genus,  the  Chlorantbus?  brought 
6  from 
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from  China  in  1 781 ;  die  character,  Cal.  Of  Pttalm  trilobun* 
Jateri  germinis  irmdens :  Anther*  petalo  accrete,  ifatai  1— fperrng. 
Another  genus*  introduced  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  the  AUuetiai 
the  character,  Cal.  4*— fidus.  Pet.  4.  Baccat  1— > locularis,  &ifl. 
folitaria*  A  new  genus,  the  Curtiha*  introduced  in  1775  from 
the  Gape  of  <Jood  Hope  j  the  character,  Cal.  4— part.  Pet.  4, 
Drupa  fupera,  fubrotunda,  fiicculenta :  Nucha  4— 5— loculari,. 

In  the  clafs  Tetrandria  Tetragynia,  four  fpecies  of  the  Ilex* 
or  Hilly:  the  opaca,  introduced  from  Carolina  in  17445  the  Pe- 
rado*  introduced  from  Madeira  in  1760;  the  prinoides,  brought 
from  Virginia  in  1760 ;  and  the  vomitoria  from  Weft  Florida/ 

In  fo  extenfive  an  order  as  the  Pentandria  numerous  additions 

may  be  expected.     A  new  fpecies  of  the  Andmfa*  or  Bugkh*  the 

faniculata*  introduced  from  Madeira  in  1777.  *  A  new  fpecies 

of  the  CynoghJ/umi  or  Hound's  tongue*  the  piftum*  introduced  at 

the  fame  time,     A  new  fpecies  of  the  Pulmonary  or  Lungwort* 

the  paniculatum*  introduced  from  Hudfon's  Bay  in  1778.    A 

-new  fpecies  of  the  Lyfimachia*  or  Loofe-Jlrife*  ihcjlri&a*  brought 

from  North  America  in  1781.    Two  fpecies  of  the  Phlox*  the 

undulaia*  brought  from  North  America  in  I759>  **&  theyiow- 

clens*  introduced  in  1766,     Two  fpecies  of  the  Campanula*  or 

Beil-jkwer*  die  nitida*  brought  from  North  America  in  174& 

and  the  prifmatocarpus^  brought  from  tjie  Cape  of  Good  Hope 

in  1787. •  A  fpecies  of  the  Roefla*  the  dtcurreus*  intrpduced  at 

the  fame  time.     A  fpecies  of  the  Rondeletia*  the  fcrfa*  brought 

from  Jamaica  in  1776.     A  (pecies  of  the  HameUia*  the  grandi- 

flora*  brought  from  the  Weft  Indies  in  1778,     Two  fpecies  of 

the  Lonkera*  or  Haneyfuckley  the  grata*  from  North  America, 

and  the  implexa  from  Alinorca.     A  fpecies*  of  the  Verbafcum* 

or   Mullein,    the    hamorrhoidale*    introduced   in    1777    fr°°i 

Madeira.    Two  fpecies  of  the  Phyfatis^  or  Winter  Cherry;  th$ 

tarijlata*  from  the  Canary  Ifjands  in  1779,  and  the  proftrata*  from, 

Peru  in  1782.     Seven  fpecies  of  the  planum*  or  £JigbtJb«de* 

die  auriculatum*  introduced  from  Madagafcar  in  1773  \  the 

Udmaium*  from  New  Zealand  in  1772;  the  cormboYum*  from 

Peru  in  1786 ;  the  fuhinerme,  brought  from  the  Weft  Indies  m 

1778 ;  the  inuTicatum<>  brought  in  1 785  from  Peru ;  the  Jlramoni~ 

folium*  brought  from  jthe  Weft  Indies  in  1778 ;  and  the  vtjper~ 

tiUo*  introduced  from  the  Canary  tflaqds  in  4  779.    A  flew  genusf 

die  Ardifia*  introduced  in  1784  from  Madeira;  the  chara&er, 

Cor.  5 — partita.  Cal.  5.  phyllus.  Anther*  magna,  e,$e#ae,  Stigma 

fimplex.  Drupa  fupera.     A  fpecies  of  the  Sideroxykn*  or  Iron- 

wood*  the  ftrtceum^  brought  in  1772  from  Hew  South  Wales. 

Six  fpecies  of  the  Rhamnus,  or  Buckthorn ;  the  crenufatys*  brought 

in  1778  from  the  ifland  of  Teneriffe;  the  latifolius*  brought 

from  the  Azores  in  1778  s  the  glandulofu^  brought  from  Madeira 
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in  1785 ;  the  prw$idis>  brought  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
in  1779;  the  myftacinusy  brought  from  Abyffinia  in  1775 ;  and 
die  alntfoliuu,  introduced  in  1 778.  Two  (picies  of  the  Pbylica  : 
the  pubefcens,  introduced  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  1 774 ; 
and  the  eriophorus,  introduced  at  die  feme  time*  Three  fpecies 
of  the  Cilaflruii  or  Staff- tree:  the  caflmiiesy  brought  from  the 
Canary  Iflands  in  1779s  the  ofttgonus,  brought  from  Peru  m 
1786 ;  and  the  undulatus9  brought  from  the  ifland  of  Bourbon 
in  1785.  A  fpecies  of  the  EvonymuSy  or  Spindle-tree,  the  atr&- 
purpureusy  introduced  from  Auftria  in  1763,  A  fpecies  0/  the 
RibtSy  or  Currant^  the  glandulofum,  introduced  in  1777  from 
North  America.  A  new  genus,  the  Strelitziay  named  in  honour 
of  the  Queen,  brought  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  1773* 
thechara&er,  Spatba.  Cal.o.  Cer. 3— petala*  Neftar.  3.  phyllum, 
genitalia  involvens.  Perk.  3— loculare,  polyfpermum.  A  fpecies 
of  the  Acbryanthts,  the  niveay  introduced  from  the  Canary 
Iflands  in  1780.  A  fpecies  of  the  lUectbrum,  or  Knot^grafsy  the 
ari/latuwj^iQ&roduccd  at  the  fame  time.  A  new  genus,  the  Plo- 
cama{  brought  torn  the  Canary  Iflands  in  1779  j  the  chara&er, 
Cor.  5 — fifla.  CaL  5— dentatus,  tuperus.  Bacca  3— locularis.  Sem. 
folitaria.  Two  fpecies  of  the  Gardenia :  the  latifoiia,  brought 
from  the  Eaft  Indies  in  1 787  ;  and  the  Rotbmamua,  brought 
from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  1774.  A  new  fpecies  of  the 
Neriumy  or  Rofe-bayy  the  coronariumy  brought  from  the  Eaft 
Indies  in  1770.  Two  fpecies  of  the  Cynanchum:  the  crifpiflorum, 
introduced  from  South  America ;  and  the  extenfuniy  brought  from 
the  Eaft  Indies  in  1 777.  Two  fpecies  of  the  Afclepiasy  or  Swallow* 
wort:  the  procera  from  Perfia  j  and  the  parvtflora%  brought  from 
Eaft  Florida  in  1774.  Two  fpecies  of  the  Stapelia :  die  pulk 
and  articulator  both  brought  from  the  Cape,  of  Good  Hope  in 
1774.  A  new  fpecies  of  Cbenopodiumy  or  Goofe~footy  the  lateralis, 
'introduced  in  1781.  A  fpecies  of  the  Beta,  or  Beet,  the  patula^ 
brought  from  Madeira  in  1778.  A  new  fpecies  of  die  Vhnusy  or 
Elmy  the  nemoralisy  a  native  of  North  America*  A  fpecies  of 
the  Gentianay  or  Gentiatiy  the  vifcefoy  introduced  from  the  Ca# 
nary  Iflands  in  1 78 1 .  A  fpecies  of  the  Eryngium,  or  EryngOy  the 
hourgatiy  a  native  of  the  fouth  of  France.  A  fpecies  of  the  Can* 
calisy  the  arvenfis9  a  native  of  Britain*  A  fpecies  of  Ligufticumy 
or  Lavage,  the  canditant,  introduced  in  1780.  A  fpecies  of  the 
Buboriy  the  l&vigatum,  brought  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in 
1774.  A  fpecies  of  the  Mtbufa^  or  Foots  parjky>  thefatua,  in- 
troduced in  1 781.  A  fpecies  of  die  Se/eliy  or  Meadow  Swcifragey 
the  ariflatumy  a  native  of  the  Pyrenean  mountains.  Two  fpecies 
of  the  Rhusy  or  Sutnacb:  the  elegansy  from  South  Carolina;  and 
the  viminaUy  brought  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  1 7  74* 
Two  fpecies  of  X^Viburnumy  or  Wayfaring-tree:  the  nitidum 
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and  lavigatum,  both  from  North  America.  Two  fpecies  of  the 
Xylophylla^  or  Sea-Jtd*  LamrA:  the  falceta,  from  the  Bahama 
Iilands;  and  the  ramfltra,  introduced  from  Siberia  in  1783. 
A  new  Kpecies  of  die  Aralia,  the  capita*,  brought  in  1778  from 
the  Weft  Indies.  Two  ipecies  of  the  Static*,  or  Thrift:  the 
grmninifolia,  introduced  in  178a;  and  the  pettinata,  introduced 
at  the  fame  time  from  the  Canary  Iflands.  No  lefs  than  eleven 
fpecies  of  the  Craffida,  moftly  introduced  by  Mr.  Maffbn  froth 
tne  Cape  of  Oood  Hope  between  the  years  1774  and  1788 ;  the 
lintoiata,  pulchella,  imbricata,  Miqua,  atioides,  fparfa,  diffufa,fta- 
thukta,  marginalise  cordata,  laftea.  A  new  genus,  the  Zantbor- 
btza,  introduced  from  North  America  in  1766;  the  character, 
Cat.  o.  Pit.  5.  Nefiaria  5,  pedicellata.  Capf.  1 — fperma. 

In  the  order  Hexandria,  a  new  genus  has  been  added,  the 
Pitcairnia  ;  the  chara&er,  Cal.  3 — phyllus,  femifuperus.  Petala. 
3.  Sauama  ne&arifera  ad  bafin  petalorum.  Stigmata  3,  coniorta. 
Cap].  3,  introrfum  dehifcentes.  Sent,  alata.  It  coniifts  of  three 
fpecies:  the  bromeli* -folia,  brought  from  Jamaica  in  1781;  the 
anguftifolia,  brought  from  the  ifland  of  Santa  Cruz  in  1777  ;  and 
the  iatifoliay  introduced  from  the  Weft  Indies  in  1785.  A  new 
fpecies  of  Tradefcantia,  the  difcolor,  brought  from  South  America 
in  1783.  Two  fpecies  of  the  Hamanthus:  the  ciliaris  and  fpi~ 
talis,  both  introduced  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  1774- 
A  new  fpecies  of  Pancratium,  the  verecundutn,  brought  from  the 
Eaft  Indies  in  1776.  Nine  fpecies  of  Amaryllis,  or  Lily  Daffodil: 
the  pumila  and  purpurea,  brought  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
in  1774;  the  equeflris,  brought  from  the  Weft  Indies  in  1778 ; 
the  reticulata,  brought  from  Brafil  in,  1777;  the  vittata,  intro- 
duced in  1769;  the  omata,  a  native  of  Guinea;  the  revoluta^ 
introduced  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  1774;  the  aurea* 
brought  from  China  in  17775  and  the  radiata,  introduced  in 
I758.  Three  fpecies  of  Allium,  or  Gar  lick:  the  inodorunty 
brought  from  Carolina  in  1776;  the  tricoccum,  brought  from 
North  America  in  1770 ;  and  the  gracile,  introduced  from 
Jamaica  in  1787.  A  new  genus,  the  Eucomis,  refembling  the 
frhiUary;  the  chara&er,  Cor.  infera,  6— partita,  peruttens, 
patens*  Filam.  baft  in  nedarium  adnatum  connata.  It  confifts 
of  four  fpecies :  the  nana,  brought  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
in  1774;  the  rma9  alfo  a  native  of  the  Cape;  the  undulata, 
introduced  in  1760;  and  the  punftata,  brought  from  the  lame 
place  io  1783.  A  new  fpecies  of  Uvularia,  the  lanceolata,  intro- 
duced from  North  America  in  1785.  Three  fpecies  of  the  Al- 
buca :  the  altifftma,  brought  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in 
1780  \  and  the  coarfiata  and  faftigeata,  introduced  in  1774. 
TTwo  fpecies  of  the  Ornithogalum,  or  Star  of  Bethlehem,  the  nir 
ptum  and  caudatum,  both  brought  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
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in  1774-  Five  fpecies  of  the  Antberieum^  all  from  Ac  Gape  ci 
Good  Hope :  the  fiorihundum>  the  canalicuiatum  and  the  filiformey 
introduced  by  Mr,  Maflbn  in  1774;  and  the  trifhrumy  intro- 
duced in  1781 ;  and  the  albucoides,  in  1788.  A  new  fpecies  of 
the  Dracana^  the  borealis,  a  native  of  Newfoundland,  Hudfoa's 
Bay  and  Canada,  introduced  in  1778. 


Art.  V.  Mifcellaneous  Pieces-  in  Profe  and  Verfc.  By  the  Rev* 
Dr.  J$nathan  Swifry  Dean  of  St.  Patrick*  s+  Dublin.  Not  in- 
fer ted  in  Mr.  Sheridan's  Edition  of  the  Dean* s  Works.  8vo.  3s* 
boards.     Dilly.     London,  1789. 

*TpHE  volume  before  us  is  introduced  without  any  apology  or 
•*  explanation  in  what  manner  or  by  whom  the  various  pieces 
were  brought  to  light,  the  editor  conceiving  the  produ&ions 
of  Dean  Swift  will  always  fpealc  for  themfelves.  Though,  from 
many  peculiarities  of  ftyle  and  circumftances,  and  from  the  re- 
fpeclability  of  the  publilher,  there  can  be  no  reafon  to  doubt  the 
authenticity  of  the  papers,  yet  we  truft  our  readers  will,  with 
ourfefyes,  feel  a  certain  unfatisfied  curiofity  to  know  the  caufes 
that  fo  long  retarded  their  publication,  or  that  now  bring  them 
to  light.  Such  as  they  are,  however,  we  receive  them  with 
thankfulnefs,  as  we  do  every  thing  from  fo  fuperior  and  original 
a  genius.  We  have,  firft,  five  letters  to  Mrs.  Howard,  which 
have  every  mark  the  moft  fceptical  reader  can  require  of  their 
being  the  genuine  production  of  Dr.  Swift.  They  contain  fe- 
veral  fevere  animadverfioris  on  Sir  Robert  Walpole's  adminiftra- 
tion,  fome  plaintive  expreflions  relative  to  Ireland,  and,  what 
could  hardly  enter  into  the  brain  of  any  man  but  Swift  in  writ- 
ing to  a  lady,  a  juftification  of  fome  of  Gulliver's  tranfa&ions, 
particularly  his  manner  of  extinguiftiing  the  flames  in  the  Kirig 
of  Lilliput's  palace;  and  the  probability  of  fo  insignificant  a. 
chara&er  being  treated  as  he  has  dsfcribed  himfelf  by  the  ladies 
of  the  court  of  Brcbdignag.  He  concludes  with  begging  leave 
to  lay  at  Mrs,  Howard's  feet  the  crown  of  Lilliput,  which  he 
found  in  one  corner  of  his  waiftcoat  pocket,  into  which  hef 
thruft  moft  of  the  valuable  furniture  of  the  royal  apartment,  when 
the  palace  was  on  fire,  and  by  rniftake  brought  it  with  him  to 
England.  At  the  fame  time  he  aflures  her  that  he  very  ho- 
neftly  reftored  their  majefties  all  their  goods  that  he  knew  were 
in  his  pofleffion,  and  exprefles  a  wifh  that  all  courtiers  woulc^ 
Imitate  him. 

:  The  other  letters  to  this  lady  are  chiefly  political,  in  whi&i  he 
exercifes  his  ufual  afperity,  without  any  regard  to  the  connexions 
pf  his  correspondent.  They  conclude  with  fome  rhymes  on  the 
!  *  chara&ejr 
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chara&er  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  which  could  only  have  been 
written  bv  the  Dean,  but  of  which  we  have  forae  doubts  whe- 
ther they  have  appeared  before : 

•  Wkh  favour  and  fortune  fafHdioufly  blcG, 

He's  loud  in  his  laugh,  and  he's  coarfe  in  his  jeft: 

Of  favour  and  fortune  unmerited  vain, 

A  fharper  in  trifles,  a  dupe  in  the  main. 

Atchieving  of  nothing — ftill  promifmg  wonders-— 

By  dint  of  experience  improving  in  blunders. 

Oppreffing  true  merit,  exalting  the  bafe, 

And  felling  his  country  to  purchafe  his  place. 

A  jobber  of  flocks,  by  retailing  falfe  news— 

A  prater  at  court  in  the  ftyle  of  the  flews : 

Of  virtue  and  worth  by  profeffion  a  giber, 

Of  juries  and  fenates  the  bully  and  briber. 

Tho'  I  name  not  the  wretch,  yet  you  know  whom  I  mean— 

*Tis  the  cur-dog  of  Britain,  and  fpaniel  of  Spain.' 

Wq  have  next  two  letters  to  Mr.  Windar,  prebendary  of 
Kilroot.  Thefe  will  be  interesting  to  thofe  who  are  fond  of 
tracing  the  life  of  this  extraordinary  character  through  all  its 
ftages :  but  the  following  thirteen  xto  Mr.  Alderman  Barber  of 
London  muft  be  particularly  and  painfully  fo  to  every  fytnpa- 
thetic  mind.  They  were  written  in  the  decline  of  life,  and 
trace,  not  only  by  the  writer's  confeffion,  but  by  internal  evi- 
dence, the  gradual  decay  of  a  mind  that  foon  after  was  loft  to 
the  world.  We  meet,  in  almoft  every  letter,  with  complaints 
of  pains  in  the  head,  that  are  ufed  as  apologies  for  long  delays 
m  anfarering  letters,  of  gloomy  pictures  of  every  thing  before 
him,  of  almoft  an  apprebenjion  left  he  (hould  continue  to  live, 
by  his  perpetually  concluding  with  wifhing  health  to  Mr.  Bar- 
ber, and  that  he  might  live  as  long  as  he  defired.  But  what  is 
moft  painful  of  all  is,  the  frequent  repetition  of  the  fame  fubjeft 
almoft  in  the  fame  words,  and  without  the  leaft  apparent  recol- 
leftion  that  he  had  ever' mentioned  them  before.  We  have 
omitted  to  take  notice  of  a  letter  to  Sir  Charles  Wogan,  be* 
*aufe  the  editor  admits  it  has  before  appeared  in  print,  and  of 
Sir  Charles's  very  peculiar  compofitidn,  becaufe  it  is  not  the 
work  of  the  Deam  We  would  not,  however,  be  fuppofed  to 
undervalue  it,  or  to  obje&  to  its  finding  a  place  in  this  mjfcel- 
lany ;  nor  can  we  better  defcribe  its  merits  than  in  the  words  of 
tj\e  editor : 

«  This  tra&  is  well  worthy  to  be  preferved,  both  on  account  of  the 
matter  it  contains,  and  the  ftyle.  It  is  true,  in  fame  of  the  political 
part,  great  allowances  are  to  be  made  for  party-prejudice;  but  there 
are  many  things  alfo  that  deferve  the  utmoft  attention.  The  glow 
Qf  patriotifm  which  breaks  forth  in  treating  of  the  affairs  of  Ireland, 
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and  tbe  tree  caufes  lor  the  $ruel  oppreflion  tinder  which  that  unhappy 
aatipn  lajboered*  novr probably  for  the  firft  tbne  laid  open,  cannot 
fail  to  give  great  pleafure  to  all  true  lovers  of  their  country,  and  to 
ammate  them  in  the  exertions  of  that  nobleft  of  virtues  which  has 
bat  lately  fprungap  in  their  bofoms,  and  flourished  to  fo  eminent  a 
degree.  Bat,  independent  of  every  other  consideration*  the  compos 
fition  is  in  itfelf  fo  mafterly,  befpeaking  at  once  the  gentleman,  the 
Jbldier,  and  the  fcholar,  that  it  would  be  a  pity  to  have  it  any  longer 
concealed  from  the  public  eye/ 

But  though  this  may  be  a  juft  defcription  of  this  valuable  re* 
Ec,  it  deferves  to  be  noticed  as  containing  many  valuable  fiip- 
plernents  to  the*  hiflory  of  the  Pretender,  and  of  the  revolution 
in  Ireland.     We  have  of  late  years  been  accuftomed  to  hear  a 
general  cry  in  favour  of  whiggifrn  ;  and  all  parties,  with  only  a 
few  individual  exceptions,  anxious  to  be  considered  under  that 
Anamination.     But  the  writer  we  are  now  fpeaking  of  not 
only  profeftes  himfelf  a  tory,  but  confiders  fuch  principles  as  the 
only  foiid  foundations  of  Englifh  liberty.     Without  following 
'him  through  a  variety  of  arguments,  in  which  he  treats  the 
power  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  the  reftriftions  on  the 
monarch,  as  the  fources  from  which  we  are  to  expect  the  ab- 
fblute  power  of  the  latter,  we  (hall  in  general  obferve  that  the 
reader  will  meet  with  the  honeft  opinions  of  a  genuine  tory  on 
the  conduct,  of  James  the  Firft,  Charles  the  Firft,  Oliver  Crom- 
well, and  alfo  a  vindication  of  Charles  the  Second's  behaviour 
in  acting  without  his  parliament  ->  fome  very  pointed  anecdotes, 
and  not  left  bold  opinions,  concerning  Clarendon,  and  an  almofl: 
minute  detail  of  the  circumftances  and  politics  of  Ireland  during 
all  thefe  traniactions.     The  author's  pathetic  defcription  of  his 
©pprefled  country  makes  the  moft  considerable  part  of  his  letter; 
and,  from  the  (hrewdnefs  of  his  underftanding,  the  boldnefs  of 
bis  opinion,  and  his  being  perfonally  interefted  in  it,  no  one 
could  be  more  fit  for  this  tafk,  except  that  the  laft  circumftance^ 
joined  to  that  independence  of  character  which  is  too  apt  to 
make  a  great  genius  adopt  opinions  with  greater  warmth  in  pro* 
portion  as  they  are  his  own,  may  now  and  then  induce  him  to 
ufe  expreflions  a  little  too  bold,  and  to  carry  fentiments,  how- 
ever laudable,  to  a  dangerous  extreme.    Nor  is  he  more  atten- 
tive to  the  honour  of  his  countrymen  in  great  concerns  than  in 
vindicating  them  from  the  general  character  of  btflUfm>    for 
which  they  are  fo  famous  throughout  England.     It  is  almoft 
aomfing  to  fee  how  much  the  writer  feels  himfelf  hurt  by  thefe 
Kttle  pleafantries ;  and  that  the  writings  of  all  their  greater  ge- 
rjiuffes  fliould  in  all  parts  of  the  world  "be  attributed  to  the 
£nglifh.     Speaking  of  the  general  obloquy  with  which  the  Irifli 
are  treated  in  regard  to  intellectual  talents,  he  introduces  a  ftory 

whicty 
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which  may  ferve  to  (hew  how  much  his  heart  was  interefted  in 
tbefubjea: 

«  I  remember  to  have  been  prefent  at  a  fcene  humorous  enoogk 
Upon  this  very  fubjecl.  at  Will's  coffee-  houfc*  The  fages  there,  in 
profound  contemplation,  were  very  gravely  offering  their  ieveral 
reafons,  why  wit  could  not  be  of  the  growth  of  Ireland.  Some*  would 
have  it  owing  to  the  bogginefs  of  the  foil,  which  mud  undoubtedly 
and  imperceptibly  convey  too  much  humidity  to  the  brain;  others 
to  the  perpetual  cloudinefs  of  thevfky,  that  mud  of  all  aeceffity  caft 
a  dull  influence,  infuiing  melancholy,  flotk,  and  heavinefs,  to  the  us* 
demanding ;  many  to  the  want  of  funfhine,  fo  fovereign  in  invigo-  v 
rating  and  giving  cheer'fulnefs  and  alacrity  to  the  fpirits.  Among 
fuch  a  number  of  mining  geniufes,  who  brightened  up  under  die 
continual  mill  over  London,  it  was  hard  to  end  the  difpute  about  the 
caufe,  while  all  were  agreed  about  the  fact.  At. length  the  wag,  * 
Bob  Dodwell  (who  had  a  little  before  forced  a  company  of  foot 
from  Lord  Peterborough,  as  a  fort  of  amends  for  a  {evcrc  joke  upon 
his  country),  rofe  up  with  a  very  demure  countenance,  as  demand- 
ing audience  of  thevvery  o^f-full  aflembly;  which  being  granted* 

'  My  lords  and  gentlemen,'  fays  he,.  *  it  is  a  very  moot  point  to 
'  which  of  thofe  caufes4  we  may  afcribe  the  univerfal  dulnefc  of  the 
4  Irifh.     It  maybe  owing,  perhaps,  to  fome  one;  perhaps  to  the 

*  combination  of  all  together :  God  only  knows,  who  was  pleafed  to 
4  order  it  fo  from  the  beginning.  But  that  the  cafe  is,  as  you  agree 
4  it  in  your  great  wifdom,  I  (hall  offer  a  familiar  and  unanfwerable 
'  proof.     My  father  had  ftudied  with  great  applaufe  in  Oxford  (for 

*  had  he  ftudied  in  Dublin,  where  he  was  born,  he  had  made  but  a 
'  very  (lender  progrefe  in  learning,  as  you  fhall  find  by  the  fequety; 
4  in  fhort,  he  was  allowed,  in  that  famous  univerfity,  to  be  both 

*  an  excellent  divine,  and  a  moil  eloquent  preacher.  From  thence 
'  he  removed  to  Dublin*  where,  on  account  of  the  reputation  he  had 

*  juftly  acquired  abroad,  he  was  inftantly  preferred  to  the  parifli  of 
4  St.  Mican's.     Great  was  the  concourse  to  hear  him ;  but  much 

*  greater  the  furprife  to  find  how  little  his  fermons  anfwered  the  cka- 

*  racier  the  world  had  given  of  him.     This  could  not  mifs  being 

*  whifpered  to  him :  he  made  feveral  efforts  in  vain  to  regain  hi* 

*  credit ;  his  fermons  were  ftill  worfe  and  worfe,  liked ;  at  length  his 
1  church  was  almoft  forfaken,  and  he  left  to  hold  forth  to  very  few 

*  but  the  old  women. 

'  The  man  was  at  his  wit's  end  to  find  the  caufe  of  this  unaccoun*- 

'  able  change  in  him ;  at  laft  he  wifely  judged  it  muft  be  owing  to 

*  «  the  climate  in  which  he  writ;  and,  to  make  proof  of  it,  fetout 

*  one  Monday  morning  in  the  packet-boat  for  Holyhead,  there  com* 
'  pofed  his  fermon  for  next  Sunday,  and  returning  to  Dublin  on  the 

*  eve,  after  having  begged  of  fome  friends^  out  of  mere  charity,  to 

*  affift  at  it,  preached  divinely  well,  to  the  utter  aftoniftiment  of  his 

*  auditory,  charmed  at  the  excellency  of  his  performance.    This 

*  miracle  rung  immediately  over  the  whole  city;  and  he,  making  ufe 

*  of  the  fame  happy  Jtratagem  every  week,  of  compofing  at  Holy- 
4  head  what  he  was  to  deliver  from  the  pulpit  in  Dublin,  the  dollar's 
4  name  wat  up  j  all  Dublin  thronged  to  hear  him  i  and  perfons  of  the 

*  beft 
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*  beft  diftinftion  retorted  thither  from  all  puts  of  the  kingdom  to  fee 

*  this  fecond  Livy. 

'*  However,  as  the  devil  owed  the  doctor  a  fpite,  it  chanced  un- 

*  fortunately  for  him  that  he  was  obliged,  from  fome  flight  indifpo- 

*  fitions,  to  take  phyfic  two  or  three  feveral  jimes  on  the  very  days 

*  the  packet  boat  let  out;  and  being  thereby  under  the  unhappy  ne- 

*  ceflity  of  penning  his  fermons  for  the  week  in  Dublin,  his  audi- 

*  tory  were  aftoriifhed,  on  thofe  occafions,  to  find  them  good  for  no- 

*  thing.    By  thefe  ups  and  downs  of  the  doftor  the  myftery  at 

*  length  came  out ;  and  whenever  the  packet-boat  failed  for  Horjr- 

*  head,  the  common  queftion  over  the  whole  city  was,  whether  the 

*  dodor  had  gone  on  board  ?     If  the  anfwer  was  in  the  affirmative, 

*  there  was  an  univerfai  joy  throughout;  all  were  furc  of  being 

*  charmed  the  next  Sunday ;  if  in  the  negative,  the  poor  doftor  was 

*  left,  on  that  day,  to  preach  to  the  bare  walls.' 

*  While  Bob  held  forth  in  this  manner,  with  a  very  grave  phiz, 
that  covered  a  wicked  under-fneer,  very  natural  to  him,  the  fcene, 
1  mud  own,  was  admirable  in  regard  of  the  auditory ;  and  could 

five  aby-ftander  room  to  form  a  certain  judgment  of  the  weight  of 
rains  that  came  to  the  fhare  of  every  one  of  them.  Upon  the  open- 
ing of  the  difcourfe  all  ears  were  alert;  it  was  a  folemn  filence  and 
profound  attention!  for  when  that  Demogorgon,  Ireland,  is  to  be 
run  down,  it  is  wonderful  how  almoft  every  Englifh  heart  bounds  for 
joy.  Before  Bob  had  brought  his  father  back  from  Holyhead  the 
firft  time,  fome  had  fenfe  enough  to  fee  the  ridicule  levelled  at  them* 
felves,  and  fneaked  off*  Others  were  fo  nttaifkull'd  as  to  wait  for 
the  fermon  compofed  in  Anglefey,  and  delivered  with  applaufe  at 
St.  M  ican's,  whereat  a  fudden  light  broke  in  upon  their  noddles  ; 
they  4ould  Hand  the  joke  no  longer,  and  flunk  away,  too.  But  when 
it  came  to  the  unhappy  confluences  of  the  doctor's  taking  phyfic, 
the  whole  fhoal  of  virtuofos  were  fenfibte  to  the  ftroke,  and  voided 
the  room  at  once,  Except  one  blue,  one  green  ribbon,  and  a  lieute- 
nant-general of  the  queen's  army,  that  had  courage  and  infipidity 
enough  to  hear  the  poor  doctor  preach  to  the  bare  walls.  Then  the 
cloud  that  had  hung  fo  long  and  fo  obflinately  over  their  intellectuals, 
difappeared.  However,  they  Were  too  (tout  to  quit  the  field  as  their 
betters  had  done,  and  fo  contented  themfelves  with  calling  fheepis 
eyes  and  filly  leers  at  each  other,  while  Bob  and  I  enjoyed  their 
Cupidity. 
•  *  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  impoffible  for  an  upright  and  good- 
natured  fpirit  not  to  look  with  concern  upon  the  inhuman  flavery-of 
the  poor  in  Ireland.  Since- they  have  neither  liberty  nor  fchools  al- 
lowed  them;  fince  their  clergy,  generally  fpeaking,  can  have  no 
learning  but  what  they  fcramble  for,  through  the  extremities  of  cold 
and  hunger,  in  the  dirt  and  ergotifm  of  foreign  universities ;  fince  all 
together  are  under  the  perpetual  dread  of  perfection,  and  have  no 
fecurity  for  the  enjoyment  of  their  lives  or  their  religion  againft  the 
annual  thunders  of  the  Englifh  Vatican  but  the  prefent  moment :  how 
can  it  be  expe&ed  they  fhould  keep  clear  of  fuperftitkm,  which  is  fo 
elegantly  and  fo  truly  called  by  a  modern  author  the  fpleen  of  the 
foul?    But  that  of  my  fpirit  is  up,  and  I  muft  out  with  it,  after 

having 
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laving  afked  pardon  of  my  friend  Mr.  Pope,  for  having  animad- 
verted upon  his  jokes  in  the  Dunciad  with  regard  to  Ireland.  Thofe 
railleries  are  fo  agreeable  to  the  humour  of  the  world  in  general,  thac# 
like  favourite  vices,  they  carry  their  excufe  along  with  them.*' 

But  to  return  to  the  productions  of  Dr.  Swift,  The  reft  of 
the  volume  confifts  of  fnort  occafional  eflays,  and  fome  original, 
poems.  Among  the  former  is  an  account  of  a  bill  for  the  lrifh 
clergy's  refiding  on  their  livings;  in  which  the  difference  of  the 
fituation  of  the  Englifh  and  Iri(h  incumbents  is  ingeniously 
ftated — The  Courtier's  Creed;  which,  as  it  is  fhort  and  cha- 
ra&eriftic  of  the  Dean's  manner  of  writing,  we  (hall  lay  before 
our  readers : 

*  The    Couxtibr's    Creed. 

*  1  believe  in  K.  G.  the  Second,  the  greateft  captain  and  tW 
wifeft  monarch  between  heaven  and  earth ;  and  in  Sir  R.  W.  hi$ 
only  minifter,  our.  lord ;  who  was  begotten  of  Barret  the  attorney, 
born  of  Mrs.  W.  of  Houghton,  accufed  of  corruption,  convicted* 
expelled,  and  imprifoned ;  he  went  down  into  Norfolk ;  the  third 
year  he  came  up  again.  He  afcended  into  the  adminiftration,  ami 
fitteth  at  the  head  of  the  treafury,  from  whence  he  (hall  pay  all  thofe 
who  vote  as  they  are  commanded. 

*  I  believe  in  Horace's  treaties,  the  fen&ity  of  the  biihops,  the  in- 
dependency of  the  lords,  the  integrity  of  the  commons,  reftkuckm 
from  the  Spaniards,  refurre&ion  of  credit,  difchaige  of  the  public 
debts,  and  peace  everlafting.    Amen/ 

A  few  papers  in  the  Intelligencer,  not  inferred  T>efore  among 
the  Dean's  works— Mifcellaneous  Poems,  fome  of  which  have 
before  appeared,  and  of  the  remainder  we  may  fay,  'tis  pity  they 
ever  appeared.  They  are  feid  to  be  hrs  earlieft  productions ; 
but  we  mould  doubt  if  he  ever  produced  any  thing  fo  dull,  & 
obfeure,  fo  petrifying  /  A  few  mifcellaneous  letters  are  added, 
one  to  the  Athenian  Society,  printed  in  the  Athenian  Oracle  * 
©lie  to  Mifs  Jane  Waryng  ;  and  a  few  to  Biftiop  Atterbury. 

That  to  Mifs  Waryng  is  fo  remarkably  characteriftic  of  what 
we  might  expeft  of  Swift  under  the  circumftances  for  which  fe 
was  written,  that  we  wHh  our  limits  would  permit  us  to  offer  it 
to  pur  readers* 

From  the  etftra&s  we  have  given  the  reader  will  be  able  to> 
judge  of  the  authenticity  of  the  volume,  which  we  confider  as 
a  valuable  fupplement  to  the  labours  already  publifhed  of  that 
original  and  ingenious  writer* 


Am\ 
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Anr.  VI.  The  Adventures  of  Tbtagenes  and  CharUUa ;  a  Ro~ 
maneel  Tranflated  from  the  Greek  of  Heliodorus.  Umo. 
2  vols,  6s.    rayne  and  Son.     London,  1789. 

THIS  work  is  curious,  as  being  the  firft  romance  with  which 
we  are  ^acquainted,  and  perhaps  the  only  performance  of  its 
kind  produced  in  ancient  times* 

On  the  merit  of  the  original  work  it  is  not  neceflary  that  we 
fhould  now  enter  at  full  length.  The  ftate  of  ancient  fociety 
and  manners  perhaps  afforded  little  fcope  to  the  pen  of  a  novelift. 
There  is  but  (mall  difplay  of  chara&er.  Its  merit  rouft  therefore 
coniift  in  the  incidents  and  paffions.  The  incidents  are  fre- 
quently improbable,  and  the  moft  important  of  them  are  anti- 
,  cfpatea  by  dreams  or  oracles.  The  reprefentation  of  the  paffions 
.  wilt  to  the  modern  reader  fometimes  feem  unnatural  and  extra- 

*  -fcagant;  but  allowances  are  to  be  made  for  the  difference  of 

times.     Notwithstanding  thefe  defefts  it  muft  be  remarked  that 

*  the  work,  independently  of  its  value  as  a  literary  curiofity,  pof- 
ftfles  no  fmall  fliare  of  merit/  and  may,  even  in  the  tranflation* 
be  perufed  with  fome  degree  of  intereft.  It  feems,  indeed,  tQ 
feferve  more  attention  than  it  has  met  with  from  the  learned  of 
modern  times; 

Of  Heliodorus,  the  father  of  romance,  little  more  is  known 
than  of  Homer,  the  father  of  epic  poetry.  The  only  particulars 
which  feem  to  be  afcertained  are,  that  he  flourifhed  under  the 
Emperor  Theodofi us,  was  Bifhopof  Tricca  in  Theflaly,  an4 
compofed  this  work  in  his  younger  years. 

With  regard  to  the  tranflation,  we  have  to  6bferve  that  it  ap«^ 
pears  to  be  faithful.  The  tranflator  feems  to  have  adhered  pretty 
dofely  to  the  Greek  idiom,  and  perhaps  would  not  have  in- 
jured his  author  by  more  eafe  and  freedom  of  expreflion.  This 
is  not  the  only  tranflation  of  the  work  before  us ;  we  have  met 
with  an  old  one,  which  is  now  fcarce,  and  the  language  nearly 
obfolete.  The  prefent  tranflator  deferves  praife  for  prefenting 
us  with  this  ancient  work  in  a  modern  drefs  5  and  thofe  of  our 
readers  who  are  fond  of  novels,  but  ignorant  of  the  original 
Greek,  will  not  be,  forry  for  this  opportunity  to  perufe  the  Ad* 
ventures  of  Theagenes  and  Chariclea. 


A*T# 
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A*T.  VTI.  Obfervafions  on  ?fml%  Hofoital>  or  Ship  Fever^  from 
the  4*b  of  Aprils  1776,  until  the  y>th  of  Apr\l%  1789,  made  in 
various  Parts  of  Europe  and  America  ,  and  on  the  intermediate 
Seas*  By  Robert  Robertfon,  M.  D.  a  Surgeon  of  bis  Mojeflft 
Navy,  A  new  Edition,  much  enlarged  and  improved*  8vo.  6s. 
boards.    Robinfons.    London,  1789. 

^HE  obfervations  contained  in  this  volume  were  made  oH1 
*  board  different  fhips*  comprehending  in  all  a  period  of  near 
fourteen  years,  and  accompanied  fqr  a  confiderable  time,  not 
only  with  a  diary  of  the  weather,  but  tables  fhewing  the  monthly 
ftate  of  the  fick  lift.  That  there  is  an  intimate  connexion  be- 
tween the  ftate  of  the  atmolphere  and  the  health  of  the  hiinteft 
body,  is  a  proportion  which  muft  be  universally  admitted :.$&  , 
we  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  author  of  the  prefent  wbrlf- 
has  purfued  this  fdea  with  rather  a  frivolous  and  unnecefliry 
minutenefs,  which  he  feems  frequently  to  have  adopted,  even  in 
the  regifter  of  the  fick.  When  we  make  this  remark,  however,' 
we  would  not  be  understood  as  meaning  to  depreciate  the  au- 
thor's labour.  On  the  contrary,  we  applaud  the  extraordinary 
attention  which  he  feems  every  where  to  have  beftowed  upon 
the  duties  of  his  department ;  and  though  his  induftry  be  ex- 
tended beyond  the^  limits  of  medical  utility,  we  never  nnd  it  re- 
laxed on  lubjefts  of  real  importance. 

The  description  which  our  author  has  given  of  the  (hip-fever 
appears  to  be  accurate,  and  is  conformable  to  the  general  cha- 
ra&eriftics  of  a  febrile,  putrid  diforder.  The  difeafe  ran  to  a 
great  length  in  many  cafes,  owing  probably  to  the  patients  con- 
tinuing, while  in  a  feeble  ftate,  to  live  under  the  influence  of  a 
virulent  infection.  And  to  the  fame  caufe  we  muft  afcribe  the 
frequent  relapfes  which  happened. 

The  flxip  being  in- high  northern  latitudes  when  the  difeafe 
broke  out,  the  author  imagined  that  the  fick,  in  the  beginning 
of  the  fever,  would  have  received  benefit  by  taking  away  a 
little  blood ;  but,  from  repeated  trials,  he  found  this  was  not  the 
Cafe  i  for  though  the  pulfe  and  other  fymptoms  feemed  to  indi- 
cate the  neceffity  of  diminifhing  a  little  the  vital  fluid,  fearcety 
one  patient  could  bear  the  lofs  of  a  few  ounces,  without  incur- 
ing  much  additional  debility. 

Dr.  Lmd  formerly  obferved,  that  if  emetics  are  adminiftered 
on  the  appearance  of  the  firft  fymptoms  of  contagion,  or  during 
the  00W  or  fhivering  fit  of  the  nrft  paroxyfin,  they  frequently 
prevent  the  fever ;  and  the  fame  remark  was  made  by  the  au- 
thor now  before  us.  He  began  generally  with  a  vomit  of  pulv. 
ipecacuaa.  gr.  v.  and  fometimes  tartar  emetic,  gr.  fs.  which 
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was  repeated  every  half  hour,  until  it  operated  5  either  of  which 
was  wrought  off  in  the  common  way,  with  warm  water.  He. 
cautions  againft  giving  tart,  emetic*  in  large  dofes,  as  he  has 
known  it,  when  thus  adminiftered,  to  produce  univer&l -fp&fms 
and  extreme  debility,  which  have  .proved  the  means  of  deaths  . 
#  Jf.the  emetic  is  given  before  noon,  the  remainder  of  the  4zy 
muft  not  be  loft.  Unlefs  the  patient,  has. had  a  copious  ftool  or 
two,  Dr.  Robertfpn  orders  a  gentle  cathartic  to  be  giv^n  two 
.  hours  after  the  vomiting  has  ceafed.  What  he  generally  ufes  is 
the  fal  cathart.  amar.  |i.  with  or  without  cremor.  tart.  |ii.  To 
fave  time,  in  many  bad  cafe?,  he  has  very  properly  given  the 
tart,  emetic,  and  the  purgative  together,  in  fmall  quantities,  re- 
peating them  until  a  ftool  was  procured ;  and  then  ordered  the 
bark. 

At  bedtime  he  advifes  a  fudorific  to  be  adrniniftered,  and  the 
limbs  to  be  waflied  with  warm  water,  and  a  little  vinegar.  The 
fudorific  he  prefcribed  on  board  the  Edgar  was  either  of  the 
two  following,  viz.  tart,  emetic,  gr.  fs.  vel  gr.  i.  opii  gr.  fs^ 
conferv.  roC  hat  bolus ;— vel  fal  CC  gr.  v.  opii  gr.  Is.  conf.  rok 
fiat  bolus.  Warm,  diluting  drinks  were  ordered  to  be  taken 
after*  the  fudorific  ;  but  the  latter  was  not  to  be  repeated* 

Refpecting  blifters,  our  author's  obfervations  are  ufemj* 
Should  the  patient  have  been  ailing  fome  days  before  he  v  com- 
plained, and  the  bead-ach  violent,  it  will  be  the  more  neceflary 
to  apply  a  blifter  betv^en  the  (houlders  at  this  time.  If  it'vwas. 
evening  before  the  patient  complained,  Dr#  Robertfon  generally 
thought  fit  to  give  the  emetic  and  fudorific,  and  to  bathe  the 
limbs.  But  in  many  cafes  he  applied  the  blifter  immediately. 
He  has  remarked,  that  unlefs  blifters  are  applied  very  early  in 
the  fiiip-fever,  he  could  hardly  fay  they  ever  proved  beneficial, 
f  xcept  in  cafes  with  fixed  pains  about  the  thorax,  which  they  often 
removed  without  abating  the  fever.  He  is  fo  ftrongly  confirmed 
in  the  propriety  of  this  practice,  that  he  would  recommend  the 
application  of  Slitters  early,  without  regarding  any  theory  on  the 
action  of  cantharidas  and  bliftering  in  the  beginning  of  fever. 
The  fame  doclrine  has  been  inculcated  by  the  judicious  Dr.  Lind, 
"who.likewife  afcribed  good  effects  to  the  operation  of  blifters, 
and  the  difcharge  which  they  procured  in  the  advanced  ftate  of 
fever  $  but  the  obfervations  of  the  prefent  author,  in  general,  da 
not  tend  to  confirm  the  utility  of  this  practice. 

The  ne*t,  or  fecond  day  .of  .the  patient's  complaining,  our  au- 
thor ordered  him  the  cathartic,  unlefs  the  emetic  had  procured 
fome  ftools  j  and  unlefs  bark  was  prefcribed  together  with  the 
cathartic,  >vhich  was  often  done,  he  began  to  give  it  as  foon  as 
the  patient  had  one  or  two  loofe  ftooU,  and  afterwards  it  was 
continued  from  one  tp  four  hours,  as  he  law  occafion.    If  the 
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head-ach  was  viofent,  the  fudorific,  contrary  to  the  author's 
former  injunction,  was  often  again  repeated,  and  a  blifter  like- 
wife  applied. 

Dr.  Robertfon  is  a  ftrong  advocate  for  the  early  exhibition 
of  the  bark  3  and  certainly  the  practice  is  highly  expedient  in  all 
putrid  Fevets/efpeciaWy,  as  is  moftly  the  cafe,  when  unaccom- 
panied with  any  alarming  inflammatory  fymptom.  We  (hall 
prefent  our  readers  with  the  author's  expoftulation  on  this 
fubje&: 

*  In  fome  cafes  I  prefcribed  it  as  foon  as  the  patient  complained, 
without  waiting  for  any  evacuation  whatever;  in  others,  a  few  hours 
after  they  were  vomited  only  ;  and  often  along  with  the  cathartic, 
according  to  the  exigency  of  the  cafes.  The  more  dangerous  and 
alarming  thefe  are,  the  more  neceWary  it  is,  experience  has  convinced 
me,  to  adminiiter  bark  early.  But  as  our  chief  dependence  for  the 
cure  was  On  bark,  though  other  medicines  were  frequently  joined  with 
it,  we  (hall  be  more,  particular  on  this  head ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
endeavour  to  combat  the  principal  objections  which  theories  advance 
agairut  the  early  ufe  of  bark  in  fever,  which  they  found  on v the  tonic, 
phlogiftic,  and  conftipating  qualities  of  the  bark-t  1  wilb,  however, 
to  know  of  phyficians  whether,  in  a  regular  ferjes  of  fever  practice, 
they  have  difcovered  thofe  qualities  by  its  effects  when  early  and  li- 
berally adminiftered  in  fever;  or  if  it  is  only  a  preconceived  preju-  - 
dice  grounded  on  their  own  theory,  or  the  theory  of  a  favourite  au- 
$©r  .or  practitioner,  which  prefents  this  unfavourable  idea  of  bark. 
And,  finding'  it  to  po/fefs  tkofe  qualities,  1  beg  to  be  informed  for 
what  reafons  they  prescribe  it  for  intermit  tents,  as  it  is  univer  Tally 
admitted  that  the  fyitem  labouring  under  an  intermittent  is  nearer 
to  a,  §#$  of  health  than  it  is  under  any  other  genus  or  fpexies  of  fe- 
ver? Becaufe,  if  their  own  idea  of  bark  is  juft,  and  the  general 
opinion  of  intermittents  be  true,  it  is  a  plain  philofophical  induction 
that  fo  powerful  a  tonic  and  phlogiftic  medicine  is  of  all  others  the 
moft  improper  to  be  admiiiiilered  in  this  ftate  of  the  fyftem.  When 
it  is  adminiftered,  as  I  have  often  given  it,  to  people  in  perfect 
health,  to  prevent  fever,  what  become  of  its  tonic  and  phlogiftic 
^ttaiitieB  ?  They  continue  to  enjoy  their  health  amidft  infecl.on. 
Hence  it  is  obvious  thejr  muft  either  change  their  opinion  and  find 
out  new  objections  againft  it,  or  candidly  acknowledge  that  it  is  the 
reafons  before  jnentioned  which  have  prejudiced,  them  againft  it ; 
prejudice  which  has  been  the  ban$  of  thoufands;  prejudice  which 
has,  prevented  us  fo  long  fiom  getting  one  fiep  beyond  the  line 
marked  by  our  anceftprs.  ShaH  tvery  fcience^  daily  receive  improve- 
ments but  that  which  is  the  mofl  eifential  to  man,?  Seeing  thefe 
improvements  in  other  fciences,  and  looking  with  amazement  and 
(yrapathy  oii  the  fupeiftition  and  errors  of  our  fellow -creatures  in 
fome  of  theiri,  and  haying  refolution  and  wifdom  to  think  for  our- 
felves,'  what  can  induce  us  to  idolife*  them  in  the  practice  of  phytic  ' 
only;  wherein' they  have  befcn  fo  extremely  deficient?  Are  we 
for  ever  to  continue  facrificing  the  lives  of  our  fellow-crea- 
tures to  their  falfe  doctrines,  erroneous  principles,  and  unjuft  pre- 
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judices?  Let  us  regard  inftru&ion  originate  whence  it  ra£y£ 
inftruftipn  dearly  bought  by  the  perfon  who  offers  it  with  great  diffi- 
dence to  his  fellow-citizens  ;  inftru&ion,  the  fruit  of  a  long  and  ex* 
tenfive  practice,  colle&ed  from  innumerable  infUnces  of  its  fklutary 
efre&i,  and  finely  not  to  be  rejected  becaufe  it  militates  againft  felfe 
old  theories  new  modelled. 

<  Of  the  real  manner  in  which  bark  operates  fo  ffeedily  and 
powerfully,  wo  are,  and  perhaps  ever  will  be  ignorant.  But  the 
effeft  of  Dark  in  fever  is  obvioufly  reftorative.  Where  one  patient 
has  died  from  an  early  and  liberal  ufe  of  bark  in  fever*  certain  I 
am  that  thoufands  have  died  from  a  contrary  practice.  The  danger 
which  theorifts  threaten  us  with,  from  an  early  and  liberal  nfe  of  baric 
in  fever,  ftrikes  me  with  the  fame  idea  as  if  they  told  me  I  fhould 
poflibly  fall  if  they  faw  me  running  out  of  a  magazine  of  powder  , 
wfifch  I  knew  was  immediately  to  blow  up  by  a  train  leading  to  it 
being  lighted.* 

In  the  article  of  diet,  wine,  a*  might  be  expe&ed,  is  recom- 
mended as  a  principal  remedy. 

""-  The  cafes  adduced  in  this  work  are  numerous,  and  feem  to 
be  faithfully  related ;  but  the  praftice, though  judicioufly  adopted*. 
is  hardly  in  any  point  different  from  the  common  treatment  of 
putrid  fevers. 


Art.  VIII.  Ah  Hi/ldty  of  the  CbriJUa*  Churchy  from  the  enrlicfi 
Periods  to  the  prefent  Time.  l2mo.  2  vols.  8s.  boards. 
Kearfley.    London,  1790- 

PEW  men  of  genius  having  dire&ed  their  attention  towards 
"  compoiing  a  hiftory  of  the  churchy  the  talk  has  generally 
'  been  executed  by  dull  and  laborious  inquirers,  who,  little  qua- 
lified to  enliven  a  fubjeft  naturally  unentertaining,  have  only  ren- 
dered it  more  ungrateful  by  their  own  minutenefe  and  prolixity* 
It  is,  however,  undoubtedly  a  province  which  merits  the  ftri£teft 
refearches  of  the  hiftorian ;  and  the  work  now  before  us  affords 
a  proof  that  it  may  be  elucidated,  not  only  without  difguft,  but 
with  much  fatisfa&ion  to  the  reader.  Mr.  G.  Gregory,  tfye 
editor  (for  he  affumes  not  the  title  of  author),  informs  us  that, 
.for  a  considerable  part  of  the  materials  of  the  firft  volume,  he 
is  indebted  to  a  very  learned  and  ingenious  friend  5  and  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  fecond,  his  obligations  have  been  fo  great  to  con- 
temporary writers,  and  to  the  contributions  of  his  literary  ac- 
quaintance, that  his  claims  are,  if  poffible,  ftill  more  flender^ 
Notwithstanding  thefe  ingenuous  declarations,  we  think  the 
editor,  is  Jiimfelf  entitled,  on  account  of  the  a£tiye  part  he  has 
taken,  to  no  fmall  degree  of  praifc  for  the  accomplifhment  of  fb 
uu?ful  a  compilation* 
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The  work  begins  with  a  general  view  of  the  hiftory  of  reli-  • 
gion  previous  to  the  birth  of  Chrift;  the  purpofe  of  which  is, 
to  enable  the  reader  to  judge  property  of  the  importance  of  the 
Chriftian  difpenfation*  and  of  the  caufes  which  impeded  or  ac- 
celerated its  progrefs.  On  this  interefting  fubje&,  which  is  il- 
Juftrated  With  much  ingenious  obfervation,  we  (hall  give  place 
to  the  following  extract : 

*  The  firft  principles  of  religion  knowledge,  imparted  to  the  fa- 
thers of  the  human  race,  were  few  and  fimple.  They  were  unfup- 
ported  by,  the  knowledge  of  letters,  and  fuch  as  would  eafily  admit 
*)f  corruption  from  the  timid  and  credulous  nature  of  man.  One  of 
the  firft  deviations  from  the  truth  was  ccrtainl)f  the  worfhip  of  the 
keavenly  bodies.  The  firft  men  had  been  accuftomed  to  a  direct  com- 
munication with  the  Supreme  Being ;  it  was,  therefore,  not  unna- 
tural in  their  offspring  to  expect  a  continuance  of  the  fame  indulgence, 
bat,  in  looking  round  for  the  vifible  manifestation  of  the  great  Ruler 
jb/  the  univerte,  to  what  objefit  would  ignorance  and  fuperftition  fo 
naturally  direct  themfeives  as  to  that  glorious  luminary  whofe  nature 
and  phen6taena  muft  be  neceffarily  fo  imperfectly  underftood,  and 
who  is  the  difpenfer  of  light,  of  warmth,  and  of  cheerfulnefs,  to  the 
whole  creation?  The  fun  was,  therefore,  very  early  an  object  of 
worfhip  with  all  nations  but  that  lingular  people  to  whom  the  know- 
ledge of  the  omniprefent  God  was  revealed*  From  the  adoration 
of  the  fun,  the  transition  to  that  of  the  moon  was  the  moft  natural 
that  pofltbly  could  be  imagined.  Thus  the  Egyptians  worftiipped 
the  fun  and  moon  by  the  names  of  Otitis  and  Ifis ;  the  former  of 
which,  in  the  Egyptian  tongue,  fignified  many-tytd,  from  the  fun's 
overlooking  all  that  partes  in  the  world  ;  the  latter  fignified,  the  an- 
cient :  Ifis,  moreover,  was  always  painted  with  horns,  in  allufion  to 
the  lunar  crefcent.        » 

'  When  the  traces  of  ancient  tradition  were  grown  faint  in  fuc- 
ceffive  generations,  the  human  imagination  {ported  in  the  wantonneft 
of  fiction.  From  the  broken  fragments  of  true  hiftory,  and  the 
veftiges  of  ancient  language,  innumerable  fuperftitions  were  fa- 
bricated, and  received  with  all  the  avidity  of  popular  credulity. 
The  deluge  proved  a  moft  fertile  fource  of  error.  The  venerable 
patriarch  Noah,  from  being  revered  as  the  father  of  men,  came  at 
laft  to  be  worshipped,  under  different  names,  as  their  creator.  He 
is  evidently  the  Saturnus,  the  Janus,  the  Pofeidon  or  Neptune,  the 
Thoth,  Hermes,  Menes,  Oiiris>  Zeuth,  Atlas,  Prometheus,  Deu- 
calion, and  Proteus,  of  all  the  ancient  fables*  Not  only  the  pa- 
triarch himfelf,  but  alf  the  circumftances  of  his  hiftory,  have  been 
ftrangely  metamorphofed  into  divinities.  The  dove,  the  ark,  even 
the  raven  and  the  olive-branch,  have  all  occupied  different  places 
in  the  facred  myfteries  of  paganifm, .  and  with  direct  allufions  to 
their  derivation. 

*  The  next  grand  depravation  of  the  human  mind,  with  refpect 
to  religion,  proceeded  from  confounding  the  names  and  characters 
of  the  early  monarchs  with  thofe  of  the  gods.  Perhaps  the  firft  le- 
gislators might  be  ambitious  of  aflerting  the  divine  origin  of  their 
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inffitdtions;  perhaps  they"might  affume  to  themfelve*  a  celeftial  cha- 
racter, and  might  find  it  no  difficult  matter  to  perfuade  their  igno- 
rant countrymen  that  the  immortals  had  condefcended  to  vifit  the 
earth  in  a  human  fo'rm.  Or  perhaps,  With  more,  probability,  th«y 
might  only  appropriate  to  themfelves  the  appellations  of  the  deities; 
and  the  miftakes  of  future  ages  may  have  fabricated  a  mythology 
from  this  confufion  of  names.  *The  names  of  Ifo  and  Oiiris,  which 
I  have  already  noted  as  the  firft  of  the  Egyptian  divinities,  were 
fcon  applied  to  the  early  monarchs  of  that  my thologic  region :  and 
thud  the  original  application  of  thefe  titles  was  foon  forgotten.  Thfe 
hiftory  of  thefe'  divinities  is  no  longer  that  of  the  two  heavenly  bo- 
dies which  they  originally  denoted,  but  that  of  a  fuccefTion  of  princes, 
who  aflumed  thofe  high  denominations,  and  whom  the  unfaithful  rer 
cords  of  tradition  have  ftrangely  converted  into  two  celeftial  poten- 
tates, who  continue  to  direct  the  affairs  of  men,  but  who  formerly 
condefcended  to  vifit  that  favoured  people  in  a  human  form.  Where 
there  is  no  exaci  regifter  of  time,  facts  or  hiftories  traditionally  pre- 
ferved  will  naturally  recede,  and  the  diftance  of  time  be  enoxmoufly 
incre*f-d.  The  tradition  was,  in  the  time  of  Herodotus,  that  no 
god,  in  the  form  Of  man,  had  reigned  in  Egypt  for  upwards  of 
1 1, 340  years  5  a  period  which  the  active  genius  of  their  pricfis  had 
taken  care  to  fill  up  with  events  fuited  to  the  capacity  and  the  tafttf 
of  their  difciples.  During  that  period  of  miracles,  the  fun  had  no 
jefs  than  four  times  altered  his  courfe ;  twice  rifiag  where  he  now  fets, 
and  twice  fetting  where  he  now  rifes.  When,  according  to  the  fame 
tradition,  the  gods  reigned  in  Egypt,  they  reigned  by  twins;  «ior. 
^were  they  all  at  once  upon  earth.  Orus,  the  fon  of  Ofiris,  was  the 
tail  who  reigned  among  them;  and  this  Orus  was  die  Grecian 
Apollo.' 

4  The  author  after  tracing  the  origin  of  paganifm,  takes  a  con- 
cife  view  of  the  nature  of  the  Jewifh  religion,  and  the  principal 
feels  of  the  Grecian  philofophy,  of  which  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  recite  the  diftinguifhing  charaderiftics.  The  followers 
of  Epicurus  aflerted  the  fortuitous  origin  of  the  world ;  the  tax- 
ability and  indifference  of  the  gods  refpe&ing  human  affairs  $ 
the  mortality  of  the  foul;  and  that  the  life  m oft  conformable 
to  nature  confifted  in  plea  fur e^  of  which  they  conftituted  fenfe 
the  only  true  judge.  While  this  fecVoffered  to  its  votaries  a  li- 
cence tor  the  moft  illicit  purfuits,  the  academics  involved  the 
moft  important  doctrines  in.  inflexible  fcepticifm  ;  and  queftioned 
the  exiftence  of  the  gods,  the  immortality  cf  the  foul,  and  the 
fuperiority  of  virtue  to  vice.  The  Ariftotelians  represented  the 
Supreme  Being  as  indifferent  to  human  affairs,  and  happy  in  the 
contemplation  of  his  own  excellence.  The  Stoics  defcribed 
him,  indeed,  as  governing  the  world,  and  aflerted  that  the  per- 
fection of  happinefs  connfted  in  the  perfection  of  virtue  :  'they 
peopled  the  world  with  gods,  genii,  and  demons ;  fiippefed  mat 
every  man  had  a  tutelary  genius  afiignedhim,  and  that  all  virtue 
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and  happinefs  confifted  in  a&ing  in  concert  with  this  genius, 
with  reference  to  the  will  of  the  Supreme  Director  of  the  whole. 
But  their  belief  of  the  Deity  being  corporeal  in  his  nature,  was 
highly  derogatory  to  his  divine  perfections ;  while  their  opinioji 
of  the  'mortality  of  the  foal  removed  the  ftrongeft  incentive  to 
virtue,  and  the  moft  powerful  reftraint  upon  vice.     The  exalted 
'  genius  and  penetration  of  Plato  enabled  him  to  explore  the 
profoundeft  regions  of  fublime  fpeculation,  as  far  as  by  the  light 
of  nature  it  was  poffible  to  trace  them.     He  taught  to  his  fol- 
Joiyers.the  pure  doclrine  of  the  unity  of  God,  who  is  perfect, 
felf-exiftent,  and  felf-fufficient ;    that  he  is  a  being  infinitely 
good,  and  deficous  of  rendering  all  his  creatures  happy;  that  this 
perfection  of  morality  confifts  in  living  conformably  to  his. will ; 
that  tbp  foul  is  immortal,  and  that  there  is  to  be  a  future  ftate 
of  retribution.  .  The  do&rines  of  this  great  philofopher,  how- 
ever, were  often  obfcurely  exprefled,  and  accompanied  with  fome 
opinions  calculated  to  cherifh  fuperftition,  and  with  otfiers  which 
are  injurious  to  the  omnipotence  of  God.     It  was  a  dogma  of 
the  Platonifts  that  the  Deity  was  confined  to  a  certain  determi- 
nate portion   of  fpace;  and  that  there  was   an  invincible  ma- 
lignity and  corruption  of  matter  which  the  divine  power  had  not 
been  fufficient  to  reduce  entirely  to  order. 

The  oriental  philofophy  was,  in  general,  nearly  allied  to  that 
of  the  Greeks.  Though  termed  Gnofisy  or  fcience,  it  was  both 
the  offspring  and  the  parent  of  error  $  being  the  fource  of  thofe 
pernicious  opinion*  which,  in  the  three  firft  centuries,  perplexed 
^nd  affir£ted  the  Chriftian  church.  Its  doctrines,  as  our  author 
obferves,  were  fantaftic,  erroneous,  and  obfeure ;  founded,  in- 
deed, in  many  inftances,  upon  juft  principles,  but  its  dedu&ions 
from  them  were  falfe  and  abfurd  : 

'  The  Gnoftics  ilended  with  the  faith  of  Chill  many  fublime  but 
obfcure  tenets,  which  they  derived  from  the  Oriental  philofophy. 
The  fages  of  the  Eaft  had  long  expected  a  heavenly  meflenger,  en- » 
dued  with  fufficient  powers  to  releafe  them  from  their  bondage  to 
Corrupt  matter $  which  they  held  to  be  the  fource  of  all  evil.  The 
miracles  of  Chrift  and  his  a^oftles  induced  them  readily  to  accept 
him  as  this  heavenly  meflenger ;  and  they  interpreted  all  the  pre- 
cepts of  Chriftianity  in  the  manner  moft  agreeable  to  the  abfurd 
opinions  they  had  previoufly  conceived,  They  introduced  among 
their  followers  a  multitude  of  abfurd  legends  refpecling  the  a&ions 
and  precepts  of  Chrift,  and  of  the  creation  of  the  world  by  inferior 
beings.  Thefe  opinions  were  fo  entirely  diflbnant  to  many  parts  both 
of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  that  they  rejected  much  of  thefe 
books*  though  they  adraittad  the  validity  of  a  few  parts.  From  the 
belief  that  whatever  is  <x>rf»ereal  is  in  itfelf  in  tr  in  fie  ally  evil,  they 
denied  that  Chrift  was  invesed  with  a  rial  body,  or  that  he  really  fuf- 
fered  for  the  fake  of  mankind.    As  the  fon  of  the  Supreme  God, 

C  4  they 
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,tbey  indeed  confented  to  regard  him ;  but  regarded  Kim  at  wtmm 
iri  bis  nature,  and  believed  that  hismiffiQn  upon  earth  wjiadefigned 
to  ,refcue  the  virtuous  foul  from  the  tyranny  of  wicked  fpirits,  wbofc 
empire  he.  was  to  deftroy,  •  and  to  inftru&  men  to  raiie  the  mind  from 
its  corporeal  impurity  to  a  blefled  union  with  the  Supreme  God. 

<  Far  removed  from  the  path  of  truth,  it  is  not  furprifing  that, 
having  no  certain  rule  to  guide  their  fteps,  they  ihould  fcparate,  and 
wander  into  the  manifold  intricacies  of  error.  Accordingly  we  find 
the  Gnoftic  heretics  were  not  only  divided  into  many  fe&s,  differing 
in  their  various  rules  of  religious  faith,  but  in  matters  whjch  related 
to  practice.  Whilft  the  more  rigid  fcfts  rejc&ed  the  moft  innocent 
gratifications,  that  the  body  might  sot  be  lo  nourished  as  to  degrade 
the  foul;  their  more  relaxed  brethren  confidered  the  foul  as  entirely 
unaffe&ed  by  the  a&ions  of  the  body,  aflertcd  the  innocence  of  com* 
•  plying  with  every  dictate  of  nature,  and  abandoned  themfelve*,  wit*V 
iDut  any  reftraint,  to  the  impulfe  of  the  paffions.  Their  perfaafie*  ' 
that  evil  refided  in  matter,  led  them  to  reject  the  do&rine  of  the  rer 
Jurre&ion  of  the  body,  and  their  belief  in  the  power  of  majfevoknt 
genii,  the  fources  Qt  every  earthly  calamity,  induced  them  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  fludy  of  magic  to  weaken  or  avert  the  influence  of 
thofe  malignant  agents.  A  very  confiderable  fed  of  Gnoftics  dilHn- 
guiftied  themfelves  by  the  name  of  DQcet*;  fcut  their  peculiar  opin 
nipns'are  not  accurately  known.* 

The  plan  of  the  prefent  work  is,  to  defcribe  the  general  (tare 
£f  the  church,  in  the  different  centuries  from  the  cqmrnence* 
fhent  of  the  era  ;  giving  afterwards  an  account,  in  diftinft  chap* 
ier^pf  the  doctrine,  government,  and  difcipHne ;  of  the  variouft 
feces';,  a^d  of  the  learning  and  learned  men  in  the  different  c*&% 
turies.  The  narrative,  through  the  whole,  is  clear,  faithful,  an4 
fufficiently  copious  to  give  a  competent  idea  of  this  interesting 
department  of  hiftofy.  As  a  ipecimen  of  it  we  flwll  fele&  the 
account  of  Origen : 

«  The  induftry ,  the  erudition,  and  the  accomplifhments,  of  Origen 
juftly  entitle  him  to  the  mod  diftinguifhed  place  amongft  the  Chrif- 
tian  writers  of  the  third  century.  His  attention  to  the  {wared  {crip- 
tures  was  early  and  indefatigable ;  but  though  the  principal,  they 
were  not  the  only  obje&s  of  his  fludies  5  he  was  converfant  in  philo- 
sophy and  polite  literature,  publifhed  feveral  dqdrinai  and  mora* 
.  treatifes,  and  entered  the  field  of  controverfy  with  vigour  and  fuccefs* 
The  number  of  his  literary  performances  exceeds  that  of  any  other, 
Chriftiari  writer  in  the  early,  ages,  and  is  indeed  very  confiderable* 
He  compofed  commentaries,  fcholia,  and  homilies,  upon  the  Bible, 
a  part  of  which  01  exifts  ;  treatifes  upon  prayer,  and  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  religion;  and  eight  books  in  defence  of  Chriirjanky  againft 
the  attacks  of  Celfus,  which  are  ft  ill  extant,  and  are  invaluable.  ,  His 
Hexapta  was  a  performance  of  perhaps  jnoce  utility  than  labour;  it 
confifted  in  placing  the  Greek  verfions  of  the  Septiiagint,  of  Sym* 
machus,  and  of  Theodotion,  againft  the  text  in  the  Hebrew.  His, 
grcateft  work  was,  however,  the  conqueft  of  every  corrupt  propenfity. 


JUtm*rs*ftb*R*pofB*JaAt&4f  *t 

Ife  tlrt^,  hu  humility,  and  hh  amiable  manners,  together  withtril* 
eminent  abilities,  have  for  ever  fecured  to  him  the  veneration  and  re* 
gard  of  pofterity,  though  they  were  infumcient  to  preferve  him  from 
the  hatred  and  calumnies  of  has  contemporaries. 

<  Of  ftich  men,  every  a&ion  of  their  lives,  every  circumftance  i% 
which  they  are  concerned,  is  interefHng.  The  felf-denial  fo  remark- 
able in  Origen,  throughout  the  whole  of  his  life,  was  obfervable  z% 
a  very  early  period.  His  father  fuffered  martyrdom  under  §everus  j 
and  the  entreaties,  and  even  compulfion,  of  his  mother  were  barel/ 
fufikient  to  prevent  her  fon,  who  was  then  only  a  youth  of  feventeen9 
from  futfering  in  the  fame  caufe.  When  prevented,  he  wrote  to  hi* 
father,  earnefUy  exhorting  him  to  perfeveye  in  the  faith,  and  can* 
tteamg  him  againft  the  entreaties  of  his  adverfaries,  though  the  fup- 
port  o?  his  wife  and  ifcven  children  depended  upon  his  life.  His  zeaf 
fot  the  truth  appears  to  have  beta  una&e&ed  and  unvarying,  and  the 
whole  of  his  life  to  have  been  employed  tor  the  promotion  of  vjr* 
tue.  Much  of  it  was  parted  in  indigence  j  and  though  his  virtues  h*4 
attra&ed  the  notice  of  Mammea,  the  mother  of  the  emperor,  he  died 
cleftitute  of  common  conveniencies.  His  early  ftation  was  that  of  4 
teacher  of  grammar ;  he  was  then  cho&n  to  fill  the  chair  of  the  Alex- 
andrian fchool,  and  contributed  in  a  high  degree  to  extend  therepu- 
tatfon  <rf  that  ieminary.  He  was  "not,  however,  fuffered  to  enjoy  this 
fituation  in  tranquillity :  he  incurred  perhaps  the  envy,  certainly  the 
refeataient,  of  Demetrius,  Bilhop  of  Alexandria,  by  whom  he  was 
excommunicated,  expelled  from  his  home,  and  deprived  of  his  rank 
as  preibyter.  His  active  endeavours  to  promote  Chrift  ianity  reodere4 
kim  pecijliarly  obnoxious  to"  the  pagans ;  in  the  Decian  perfecutio* 
£e  endured  imprifonment,  torture,  and  chains.  FJe  was  -at  length 
fkfivered  from  perfecutjon,  and  died  under  the  reign  of  Gallus.' 

This  comprehenfive  work  contains  fo  much  information,  coU 
le&ed  from  various  detached  authorities,  and  is  fo  perfpicuouiltf 
arranged,  that  we  may  pronounce  it  to  be  not  only  the  molt 
convenient  in  point  of  fize,  but  one  of  the  heft  executed  treatife* 
Oit'the  fubjea. 


^.RT.  IX.  Memoirs  of  the  Reign  of  Bojfa  Ahadee,  King  of  Dam 
homy,  an  inland  Country  of  Guiney.  To  which  are  added,  tb* 
Author's  journey  to  Ahomey%  the  Capital  \  and  a  Jhort  Account  of 
$he  Afrwn  Slavi-Trade.  By  Robert  Norris.  llluftrated  with 
a  new  Map.    8vo.  3s.  boards.  Lowndes.    London,  1789. 

THE  Dahpmans  are  a  powerful  and  warlike  nation  of  AfKc^ 
who  live  to  the  eaftward  of  the  gold  coaft,  between  the 
risers  Voka  and  Benin.  They  were  formerly  a  people  of  little 
jiote,  and  known  by  the  name  of  Foys ;  formidable,  however, 
%o  their  neighbours  for  their  valour  and  military  (kill.  Early 
|n  the  laft  century  Tacoodonou,  chief  of  the  Foy  nation,  bafehr 
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4*  Almoin  tf\he  RmgntfVdJJkJIbUti. 

murdered,  "in  violation  of  the  (acred  laws  of  hospitality,  a  fove- 
reign  prince,  his  neighbour,  who  made  him  a  friendly  vifit^  to 
honour  one  of  his  feftivals.  He  then  attacked  and  took  Cal- 
mina,  the  capital  of  the  deceafed.  Strengthened  by  this  acqtru 
fition,  he  ventured  to^  wage  war  with  Da,  King  of  Abomey^ 
whom  he  befieged  in  his  capital,  which  he  foon  redurcd;  ana, 
in  confequence  of  a  vow  that  hi  had  made  during  the  fiege,  put 
the  unfortunate  Da  to  death,  b/  ripping  up  his  belly  \  an  aft 
whence  the  name  of  Dahomey  was  given  to  a.  new  palace,  ere&ed 
over  the  body  of  the  murdered  king.  *..    * 

.  .  The-eitpire  eft^bliflbed  by  Tacoodonou  was,  about  a  cen- 
tury afterwards,  farther  aggrandifed  by  his  defcendant  Guaoja 
FradoV  who  fubdued  various  kingdoms,  and  added  Whydah  to 
his  dominion*,  in  the  year  1727.  Bofla  Ahidee  fucceeded  hi* 
fatherin  his  erttenfive  territories,  but  not  withbut  being  oppofed 
by  h\f  elder  brother,  Zingah,  vvhofe  enterprife,  with  the  coin* 
mencement  of  the  new  Ring's  reign,   is  thus  related  by  our 

author:  l> 

'    .  ■    •  -  ...  t  ^ 

-  *  On  applying  fecretly  to  thofe  upon  whom1  he  had  conferred  fa- 
vours in- his  fathers  life-time,  he  received  aflurance  of  numbers  bei 
ing  willing -fo  efpoafe  his  caufe  ;  and  he  began  to  concert  meafurei 
to  rurprife  hrs  brother,  Mid  feize  the  government  either  by  ftratagefll 
or  force  J  Ah&dee,  however,  got  intelligence  of  his  dzfign  ;  Zingah 
and  the  principal  confpirators  were  feized,  juft  On  the  point' of  taking 
up  arms  to  aflftrt  his  claim.  Zingah  was  fewed  op  in  a  hamfrfbek 
at  Abomey,  iri  Which  he  was  carried  to  Whydah,  where  he  was  poi 
into  a  canoe,  ard  taken  about  two  leagues  out "^  fea,  and  thfetfe 
thrown  overboard  and  drowned.  The  law  of  the  country  does  >r,ot 
allow  the  facred  blood  of  the  royal  family  to  be  (bed,  but  appoint^ 
this  pun Ifh meat  for  their  offences.  Such  was  the  end  of  Zingah; 
and  all  his  adherents  were  put  to  death. 

4  The  king,  now  clear  of  his  competitor,  and  fecure  in  the  peace- 
able pOiTefn"  »n  of  his  dominions,  threw  off  the  mafk,  and  gave  an  un* 
bounded  indulgence  to  his  inclinations  ;  which  unhappily  were  of  the 
wbrftTcThd.  One  of  the  lull  edidls  of  his  reign  was,  that  every  man 
of  the  name  pf  Bofla  mould  be  put  to  death  ;  which  cruel  order  was  * 
punctually  esecuced  throughout  his  dominions  ;  old  and  young  indift 
criminately  f.iffcred;  and  many  innocent  and  ufeful  men  were  loft  to 
the  community  for  the  gratification  of  Lis  vanity;  who  thought  it 
an  infulr  to  majefty  that  a  fubjedt  mould  bear  the  fame  name  as  the 
fovcreign.*' 

A£b  of  enormity  commonly  diftinguifti  the  hiftorical  record* 
of  barbarian?.  While  a  young  prince  was  preparing  to  be  in- 
verted with  the  regal  dignity  of  Whydah,  his  brother,  with  th« 
view  of  being  appointed  in  his  place,  had  the  audacity  to  murder 
him.  He  doled  his  atchievement  by  devouring  the  heart  of  th$ 
unfortunate  youth  i  which  laft  a£t  of  unnatural  barbarity  was 

the 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


Memoirs  of  the  Rtign  of Bvjfa  Ah&die.  43 

the  proof  required  by  AWdee  of  unlimited  fubffiiffion  to  his 
Commands.. 

The  following  extraft,  containing  the  account  of  a  fcene  to 
which,  the  author  had  been  invited,  will  give  our  readers  an  idea 
of  the  amufements  in  this,  part  of  the  world : 

'  A  large  concourfe  of  people  was  affembled  ;  but  I  found  h  was 
not  a  time  or  place  for  bufinels,  fo  entertained  myfelf  with  the  droll 
diftortions  and  antic  dances  of  a  multitude  of  people  to  the  har(h 
mafic  of  a  variety  of  inftruraents.  Amidft  all  this  fefthrity,  fhould  a 
man's  foot  flip,  and  (bould  he  tumble  and  get  a  fall,  which  are  re- 
garded as  bad  omens,  the  poor  wretch  is  immediately  taken  out  of 
the  crowd,  and  his  head  is  ftruck  off,  without  any  interruption  to 
fiie  dance,  which  goes  pn,  as'  if  nothing  had  happened.  To  thefo 
fucceeded  a  troop  of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  females,  whole 
motions  and  grimaces  were  Hill  more  comic,  if  poflible,  than  what 
had  preceded.  This  band  was  compofed  of  ladies  of  pleafure,  or- 
dered to  be  fuch  by  royal  authority.  This  is  a  precaution  taken 
by  government  to  prevent  the  peace  of  private  families  being  vio- 
lated, and  is  perhaps  more  neceffary  here  than  in  any  other  ftate,  a* 
adultery  is  feverely  puniihed,  and  every  indifcretibn  of  gallantry  ex- 
poses the  delinquents  to  death  or  flavery ;  especially  too  as  the  people 
of  rank  engrofs  the  major  part  of  the  women.  The  king's  feragjio 
5pnj£fts  of  between  three  and  four  thoufand ;  his  principal  men  have 
frpm  one  to  three  or  four  hundred  wives  each ;  and  people  in  humbler 
ftatipns  from  half  a  dozen  to  twenty;  from  this  unequal  diftributiop* 
in  wjnch  the  rights  of  mankind  are  infringed,  and  their  wants  fgr*~ 
gloufty  mifcalculated,  the  lower  clafs  remain  unprovided  with  female 
companions ;  but  in  every  town  there  is  a  certain  number  of  women, 
proportioned  to  its  fize,  who  are  to  be  obliging  to  every  cufome*- 
tnat  offers :  the  price  of  their  favours  is  regulated,  and  very  mode- 
rate; and  though  thefe  poor  creatures  pay  a  heavy  tax  annuairy,* 
which  was  the  occaiion  of  their  being  convened  at  prefent,  yet  by 
having  fmall  beer,  and  breeding  poultry,  added  to  what  their  occupa- 
tion brings  in,  they  are  enabled  jo  live;  and  I  am  inclined  to  think 
there  are  wretches  in  the  world,  of  the  fame  profeffion,  more  mi- 
ferable  than  they  are. 

€  Whatever  entertainment  this  fcene  might  afford  was  damped  by 
my  fervant's  effiqoufly  pointing  out  feven  horfes,  and  the  fame  num- 
ber of  men  with  their  ankles  and  wrifts  fecured  round  tall  pofts  fixed 
in  the  ground  ;  where  they  were  to  remain  till  the  night  preceding 
the  next  feftival,  when  both  men  and  horfes  tfere  to  have  their  heads- 
Jiruck  off.  Thefe  unhappy  victims,  though  confeious  of  their  im- 
pending" fate,  were  not  indifferent  to  the  roufic,  which  they  feemed 
a*  enjoy  by  endeavouring  to  beat  time  to  it.  1  foon  took  my  leave 
and  quitted  this  fcene  of  diftrefs,  but  had  not  proceeded  far  before  I 
was  almoll  fuffocated  by  an  infupportable  ftench,  which,  upon  look- 
ing round,  I  found  to  proceed  from  the  heads  of  thirty -two  horfes 
sind  tfHrty-Jix  men  nvho  had  been  maffhered  on  two  preceding  fefii<vals  ; 
not  for  any.  crime  of  theirs,  but  as  a  facrifice  to  the  mittaken  gran- 
deur of  the  king,  and  agreeable  to  cuftom  immemorial*  x 

A  horrid 
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.  44  Bruce*/  Trawls.  * 

A  tamd  fefene  commences  in  the  palace  the  moment  die 
king  expires,  which  continues  until  the  event  is  announced  it* 
form  to  his  fitccefibr,  and  he  takes  pofleffion  of  the  government, 
Tfce  wives  of  the  deceafed  begin  with  breaking  and  deftroying 
die  furniture  of  the  heufe,  the  gold  and  filver  ornaments  ana 
menfilB,  the  coral,  and  in  fliort  every  thing  of  value  that  belonged 
either  to  tbemicjves  or  the  late  king ;  after  which  they  murder 
me  another. 

We.  are  informed  that  the  country  of  Whydah  was  anciently 
{b  populous,  that  in  one  village  only  were  computed  as  many 
inhabitants  as  are  commonly  found  in  an  entire  kingdom  on  the 
gold  coaft.  Many  of  the  large  villages  were  equally  well  flocked* 
Sefides  innumerable  fmall  ones.  The  king  aflured  Btiftqan,  near 
the  clofe  of  the  laft  century,  that  one  of  his  viceroys,  with  hi$ 
fons  and  grandfons  (not  reckoning  any  of  his  female  ffefcea-p 
dants),  made  up  a  body  of  two  thoufand  perfons,  all  of  ,whon> 
were  then  living*  To  account  for  this  numerous  prpgeny,  wig 
are  told  that  common  mer%  in  general,  had  from  forty  to  fifty, 
wives  each  ;  their  fuperiors  from  three  to  four  hundred,  fqme  of 
then*  eyftn  one  thoufand ;  and  the  king  himfelf  maintained  aa 
haram  of  between  four  and  five  thoufand. 
.  The  account  which  Mr.  Norris  fubjoins  of  the  African  Have* 
fnwte  is  the<eej?nd  edition }  the  narrative  is  diftin&ly  drawn  up  5 
but)  after  the  number  of  publications  we  have  per u fed  on  that 
fobbed,  it  now  affords  us  nothing  either  new  or  particularly 
interefting. 


Art.  X.     Travels  to  difewer  the  Source  of  the  Niie,  in  the  Teen 
1768,  1769,  177c 
Bf  James  Bruce*, 
boards.  ■>  Sdinbui 
London*     1790. 


1768,  1769,  1770,  1771,  1772,  and  1773.  In  Five  Volumeu 
Bf  James  Bruce*,  of  Kinnaird,  Efq.  F.  R*  S.  4*0.  §1.  5s, 
boards.  ■>  Edinburgh,  printed  :    G.  G.  J.  and  J.  Robinfon, 


[  Continued.  ] 

IN  ourprogrefe  through  this  prolix  work  we  have  hitherto 
found  fmall  gratification  of  that  eager  curiofity  with  which 
we,  as  well*  as  all  its  readers,  doubdefs  firft  fat  down  before  it* 
We  were  convinced  that  Mr*  Bruce  had  really  vifijted  Abyffinia^ 
and  we  laid  an  abilra&  pf  thexircumftances  that  produced  this 
convi&iori  before. our  readers  on  fetting  out,  But  very  early  ii|. 
our  peruQ  of  the  narrative  we  were  ftrongly  imprefled  with  aa 
apprehenfion  that  it  would  be  fit  to  receive  his  opinions  and  ob- 
feryafions  with  great  caution.  His  general  ftyle  of  colouring 
feemed  altogether  deficient  in  that  chaftenefs  and  fidelity  which 

•    1  are 
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are  feen  in  the  delineations'  of  a  Chardin,  a  NlebuhrT  or  a- Pallas* 
The  author's  own  adventures  appear  to  be  heightened  for  the 
purpofe  of  railing  the  admiration  of  the  gaping  multitude.  Thejr 
occur  far  too  often ;  and  We  cannot  account  it  a  good  quality 
in  a  traveller  that  he  fhould  occupy  fo  very  large  a  {pace  in  his 
own  eye.  In  the  examination  of  other  particulars  we  have 
found  other  caufes  of  the  general  bad  effe€t  of  the  whole  ex- 
hibition ;  thefe  confift  of  dtfeuffions  of  difficult  queftions  with- 
out information  or  acuteneis,  as  in  the  cafe  of  poligamy ;  of 
authorities  grofsly  mifunderflood  and  inifapplied,  as  where  he 
attempts  to  corroborate  the  Molaic  account  of  the  Ifraelites*  paC- 
fage  through  the  Red  Sea  by  the  authority  of  Diodorus  Siculti% 
who,  as  was  (hewn  in  our  Iaft  number,  fpeaks  of  a  very  dif-* 
ferent  event,  and  does  not  hint  at  any  diviiion  of  the  fea,  though 
Mr.  Bruce  has  been  at  the  pains  of  printing  the  word  divided  i« 
italics.  We  might  have  adduced  other  inftances  of  the  &nte 
misapplication  of  ancient  authors.  The  loofenefsk  with  which* 
as  we  have  already  had  occafion  to  obferve,  the  author  fpeak* 
of  minerals  may  eafily  be  excufed.  Few  travellers  at  that  tttae 
were  able  to  fpeak  precifely  on  that  fubjedh 

We  left  him,  at  the  beginning  oj  the  fecond  book,  about  to 
inveftigate  the  firft  ages  of  the  Indian  and  African  trade ;  the 
firft  peopling  of  Abyffinia  and  Atbara ;  and  to  give  fome  con- 
je&ures  concerning  the  origin  of  language  in  thofe  regioag* 
There  was  evidently  no  immediate  neceffity  for  the  introduction 
di  thefe  nice  and  delicate  points.     Pallas  could  explore  the  w3ds 
of  Afia  without  endeavouring  to  trace  the  firft  communication 
that  took  place  between  diftant  tribes,  or  the  imperfe&  manner 
in  which  they  originally  imparted  their  fentiments  to  one  ano- 
ther.    A  fuccefsful  inveftigation  of  thefe  queftions  would  be 
welcome  any  where  j  but  fuch  inconsiderate  and  unproved  affer- 
tions  as  Mr,  Bruce  throws  out  will  make  every  reader  cpnficler 
this  part  of  his  work  as  an  ufelefs  and  tedious  digrefion*  A  f^w 
inftances  chofen  from  the  firft  chapter  of  this  book  may  fbew 
that  we  are  not  throwing  out  cenfure  at  random.     Page  366  he 
fays  that  the  facred  fcriptures  represent  Paleftine  a^  not  only  full 
of  poliihed,  powerful,  and  orderly  ftates,  in  the  earlieft  ages^ 
but  as  4  abounding  aljb  infiher  and  gold  in  a  greater  proportion  tkam 
*  is  to  be  found  this  day  inanyftate  in  Europe:9  for  the  latter  part 
of  this  aflertion  he  quotes  c  Exodus  xxxviii.  39  :*  as  the  thirty- 
eighth  chapter  of  Exodus  has  no  39th  verfe,  we  fuppofe  that 
there  is  here  an  error  of  the  printer,  and  that  he  means  to  quote  - 
the  thirty- eighth  and  thirty-ninth  chapters,  in  which*  as  well  as 
the  chapter  preceding,  the  workmanfhip  of  the  ark,  the  mercy*  > 
feat,  &c,  are  minutely  defcribedv    But  to  fhew  how  thefe  ar— * 
ttcles>  manufactured  from  the  offerings  of  a  whole  people  j*ft 
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come  out  of  Egypt,  and  which  had  frtver  feen  Paleftine,  prove 
the  abundance  of  gold  there,1  requires  more  ingenuity  or  left  ac- 
curacy •  than  the  generality  of  mankind  poifefs.  Again :  he 
alferts,  p.  376,  that  the  arts  and  fciences  tvtte  carried  in  the  Ea/i 
t$c  pitch  perhaps  never  yet. furpajed:  he  is  here  fpeaking  of  the 
age  of  Sefoftris ;  fortunately  he  quotes  no  authority ;  and  fo  the 
reader  muft  take  it  on  his  own.  In  one  paragraph,  p.  372,  he 
mentions  rice  €  as  the  general  food  of  man,  the  fafeft  and  moft: 
c  friendly  to  the  inhabitants  of  India.*  In  the  next  his  words 
are,  4  pepper,  fuppofed,  of  all  others  (berries  or  fpice),  to  be 

*  the  greateft  friend  to  the  health  of  man  ;*  and,  *  in  India  and 
<  *  fimilar  climates,  this  fpice  is  not  ufed  in  fmall  quantities,  but  in 

c  fuch  as  to  be  nearly  equal  to  that  of  bread.'  A  more  vague  or  in- 
conclufive  difquifition  than  this  whole  chapter  we  have  not  lately 
feen.  In  order  to  account  for  the  wealth  of  Sefoftris  and  Se- 
mi ramis  he  tells  us  that  India  produces  cotton,  filk,  and  pepper  ; 
and  Arabia  bilfam,  gums,  and  dyes,  which  latter  are  inadequate 
to  the  purchafe  oTthe  former  ;  and  that  the  riches  of  Semiramis 
arofe  from  the  commerce  of  India  being  carried  on  by  Ian*. 
He  feems  not  to  confider  abfolute  power  over  a  people  whofe 
fubfiftence  required  but  a  fmall  (hare  of  labour  and  attention, 
and  who  therefore  had  much  time  at  the  fovereign's  dif- 
poial,  as  the  caufe  of  their  fovereign's  grandeur.  Page  373  it  is 
fa  id  that  the  whole  air  of  India,  in  its  lower  regions,  is  filled 
with  exhalations  of  the  moft  corrupt  and  putrid  kind,  producing 
difeafes  for  which  fpices  are  a  perfeft  cure ;  and  in  the  next 
page  that  *  the  neceflities  of  the  climate  of  Arabia  fubjeft  its 

*  inhabitants  to  the  fame  difeafes  as  thofe  in  India.  In  raft,  the 
4- country  and  climate  were  exa£tly  fimilar/  Now,  we  defire 
to  know  where  there  is  in  Arabia  an  extent  of  flat  country  as 
in  India,  whofe  exhalations  can  be  imagined  to  produce  putrid 
drfeafes.  Having  thus  admirably7  difcuifed  the  trade  of  India, 
our  traveller  turns  to  Cufli,  the  grandfon  of  Noah,  and  his 
defcendants.  They  proceeded,  according  to  an  A byffiniart  tra- 
dition, from  the  low  country  of  Egypt  till  they  came  to  the 
high  mountains  that  feparate  Atbara  and  Abyflipia.  Here  tbeff 
terror  of  the  flood  kept  them  on  the  high  grounds.  Thejr 
formed  c  commodious,  y£t  wonderful  habitations  in  mountains 

*  of  granite  and  marble.'  They  fpread  the  induftry  and  arts 
which  they  cultivated  as  well  to  the  eaftern  as  the  weftem 
ocean  j  but,  c  content  with  their  firft  choice,  they  never  de- 
1  fcended  from  their  caves/  Mr.  Bruce  does  not  doubt  but  the 
caves,  he  faw  in  the  mountains  above  Merbe  were  l  the  tenipo- 
c  rary  habitations  of  the  builders  of  that  firft  feminary  of  learn- 
c  ing/  The  reader  whofe  curiofity  is  not  yet  glutted,  may 
farther  learn  how  the  Cuihite  aftronomer  difengaged  himfelf* 
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fijom  the  tropical  rains  that  hindered  his  correfpondent  bbferva- 
*tions  with  his  brethren  at  Meroe  and  Thebes;  how  this  people 
4ifcovered  gold  and  filver  in  the  mountains  of  Sofala,  and  thus 
turned  againft  India  the  balance  of  trade,  (o  long  unfavourable 
to  Arabia  and  Africa.  But  the  fun  of  mortal  gldry  rnuft  needs 
fet  at  laft ;  and  the  Cufhite  career  of  fcience  and  traffic  has  ter- 
minated, with  peculiar  hardfhip  and  ignominy,  for  *  all  that  range 

*  of  mountains  running  ealt  and  welt,  inclofing  Derkia  and 
«  Atbara  on  the  fouth,   and   which   begins  the   mountainous 

4  country   of  AbyiEnia,    is  inhabited   by   the  negro,   woolly*   ' 
c  headed  Cufliite  or  Shangalla,  living,  as  formerly,  in  caves, 

*  who,  from  having  been  the,  moft  cultivated  and  inftru&ed 
c ,  people  in  the  world,  have,  by  a  ftrange  rcverfe  of  fortune, 
c  relapfed  into  brutal  ignorance,  and  are  hunted  by  their  neigh- 
c  bours  like  wild  beafts  in  thofe  forefts  where  they  ufed  to  reigrt 
c  in  the  utmoft  luxury,  liberty,  and  fplendour.'  Should  the 
fcompaffionate  reader,  after  (bedding  a  tear  on  the  fate  of  the 
defcendants  of  Noah's  grandfon,  afk  where  the  authentic  docu- 
ments of  this  their  hittory  are  to  be  found,  we  muft  ingenaoufly 
oonfe/s  that  we  know  not  where  to  look  for  them  beyond  the 
limits  of  Mr.  Bruce's  travels.  It  is  our  duty,  therefore,  to  call 
upon  the  public  to  applaud  that  confummate  ingenuity  which 
eould  extraft  fo  interesting  and  particular  a  narrative  from  a  vague 
Abyfiinian  tradition.  ' 

We  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  the  ftrange  infed  (p.  388)  which, 
in  the  diftri&  of  the  black  earth,  *  makes  th?  cattle  forfake  their 
K  food  and  run  wildly  about  the  plain  till  they  die/  but  dees  not 
dare  to  purfue  them  to  the  fandy  country.  The  defcriptibn 
implies  nothing  lefs  than  an  accurate  naturalift.  Air,  Bruce, 
having  inftru&ed  *is  that  '  its  wings  are  broader  than  thofe  of  z 

*  bee,  but  placed  feparate  like  thofe  of  a  fly,'  proceeds  to  de- 
scribe the  upper  and  lower  jaws  as  furnifhed  with  hairs,  which, 

-when  joined,  make  a,  refiftance  nearly  equal  to  that  of  a  ftrong 
Ijog's  brittle.  It  is  by  this  inftrumerrt  that  it  fpreads  fuch 
dreadful .  confternatron  among  the  cattle.  But  has  it  really  an 
upper  and  lower  jaw?  or  mandibles  opening  horizontally,  as  in 
the  infe£te  mentioned  in  the  defer iption  ? 

Mr.  Bruce  thinks  the  trade  of  flaves  neither  cruel  nor  unna- 
tural, becaufe  it  has  not  been  prohibited  by  God,  nor  cenfur«4 
by  the  prophets.  He  believes  it  to  be  a  crime  only  when  a  liv- 
ing creature  is  purchafed  to  be  abufed  ;  and  this  crime,  he  tell* 
u$,  is  enhanced  when  our  fellow-creatures  are  to  be  the  fufferers: 
The  wifdom  of  the  legiflature  (hould  therefore  be  directed 
againfl:  the  abufe,  «  which  is  no  neoeflary  part  of  the  trade  itfelf.' 
Such  are  the  author's  edifying  fcriptural  policies. 

Having 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


4&  Bruce'*  Trails. 

Having  peonled  Abyffinia  partly  with  die  descendants  of 
Cufh,  and  partly  with  ihepherds,  men  of  long  hair  and  Eu~ 
topean  features,  but  of  unknown  origin,  whole  territory  *  the 
4  Greeks  and  Romans  called  BarbariaJ  bur  author  proceeds  UP  . 
conjecture  that  a  further  fupply  of  inhabitants  were  driven  into 
it  by  the  terror  of  Joftiua's  invafion  of  Paleftine,  where  c  the 
c  different  nations  had  been  long  informed  by  prophecies,  cur- 

*  rent  and  credited  among  themfelves,  that  they  were  to  be  ex- 

*  tirpated  before  the  face  of  the  Ifraelites/     As  a  further  proof 
of  this  origin,  he  adds  €  that  the  curfe  of  Canaan  (Gen.  ix.  25.)' 

*  feems  to  have  followed  them  ;  they  have  obtained  no  princi- 
4  pality,  but  ferved  the  kings  of  the  Agaazi,  or  ihepherds  *  have 

*  been  hewers  of  wo§d  and  drawers  of  water ;  and  fo  they  ftilt 
€  continue.'  Abyffinia  then  was  poflefled  (we  are  not  told  pre- 
cifely  when,  but  may  fuppofe  in  the  fourteenth  or  fifteenth 
century  before  Chrift)  by  Cufhites,  or  *  poliihed  people,* 
ihepherds,  the  people  of  Amhara,  the  Agows  of  Dainot,  of 
Tchera,  and  a  nation  called  Gafat.  To  thefe  we  may  add  the 
Galla,  a  people  akin  to  the  ihepherds,  and  the  Falafha,  a  Jewifls 
tribe.  This  concourfe  gave  rife  to  the  name  Habefh,  or 
mingled  nations* 

Our  readers  may  conceive  fome  idea  from  this  abftra&  of 
Mr.  Brace's  manner  of  inveftigation.  But  it  is  beyond  our  power 
adequately  to  reprefent  the  loofe,  disjointed,  inconclufive,  and  in- 
fufferably  tedious  procefs  of  his  inquiry.  To  be  fully  fenfible 
of  this  it  is  neceflary  to  read  him  with  attention.  It  may  be 
added,  that  his  difquifition,  fuch  as  it  is,  feems,  fo  far  as  re- 
gards the  ihepherds  and  their  invafion  of  Egypt,  to  be  borrowed 
from  the  beginning  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton's  chronology. 

His  inquiry  into  the  origin  of  letter*  is  *£  a  fimilar  ftamp. 
He  does  not  attempt  to  account  for  the  tranfition  from  hiero-' 
glyphics  to  the  alphabet  ;  he  only  thinks  it  very  clear  that c  God 
c  did  not  invent  letters,  neither  did  Mofes.'  Mofes,  however, 
formed  the  common  Ethiopic  into  the  facred  Hebrew  character, 
by  making  two  alterations  in  the  Ethiopic  alphabet  as  it  then 
flood:  i.  by  altering  the  direction,  which  was  from  left  to 
right ;  2.  by  taking  away  the  points,  which,  c  from  all  times, 
4  mufi  have  exijled.*  The  fmalleft  acquaintance  with  the  phyfical 
part  .of  language,  and  the  confideration  that  men  muft  havt? 
fpoken  long  before  they  wrote,  will,  if  we  miftake  not,  con- 
vince any  perfon  that  the  points  or  vowels  would  not  exift  in 
the  firft  attempts  to  reprefent  the  movements  of  the  vocal  or- 
gans, as  we  a&ually  find  to  be  the  cafe. 

In  his  attempt  to  trace  the  courfe  of  the  traffic  carried  oh  by 
Solomon  from  Eloth,  at  the  bottom  of  the  Arabian  gulf,  to  Ophtt* 
our  author  attempts  a  more  extenfive  as  well  as  a  clofer  com* 
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Mnaticm  of  ideas  than  we  have  obferved  in'  any  of  hiV  difijuifl* 
tions.  We  are  extremely  ready  to  praife  him  where  we  can  ; 
and  h^re  we  may  venture  to  cdhimend  his  ingenuity.  The  truth 
or  plaufibHity  of  his  fyftem  is  a  different  queftion.  He  think* 
that  the  veflfels  tobk  three  years  to  go  from  Eloth  to  Sofala,  his 
fuppofed  Ophir^  and  to  return;  The  precife  time,  he  thinks^ 
was  exa£Hy  determined  by  the  periodical  winds  of  the  Arabiait 
Gulf  and  Indian  Ocean.  He  fuppofes  a  veflel  to  fet  out,  in  the 
beginning  of  fummer,  from  the  Elaniter  gulf;  let  it  be,  for  ex- 
ample's fake,  the  year  1787  ;  it  will  eafdy  re*ach  Mochha  by  the 
Dorth  monfoon. .  There  the  monfoon  fails  her  from  the  altered 
dire&ioh  of  the  gulf.  By  the  variable  winds  here  fhe  gets  into 
the  Straights,  but  is  obliged  to  flop  till  November  1787,  when 
the  winds  in  the  Indian  Ocean  blow  from  the  north.  Thefe 
cany  her  towards  Sofala ;  but  (he  is  arretted  by  at)  anomalous 
monfoOn  from  the  fouth  eaft  at  Melinda,  and  obliged  to  wait  till 
April  1788.  In  May  the  monfoon  here  changes  and  carries  her 
to  Sofala,  where  fhe  waits  till  November  1788.  Here  fhe  fetfc 
out  northward,  and  Would  foon  arrive  at  the  Straights,  but  hej* 
courfe  is  oppofed  and  flopped  by  the  contrary  monfoon  at  Me- 
linda till  May  1789.  At  her  entrance  into  the  Arabian  Gulf 
the  north  monfoon  detains  her  till  November  1789,  when  it 
chartgeS  to  the  fouth,  and  brings  her  to  the  place  whence  fhe  fet 
out,  at  the  beginning  of  1790.  Now  all  this  fyftem  refts  upon 
this  propofition,  '  that  the  time  of  going  and  coming  was  pre* 
c  fifth  three  years.*  This  proportion  is  not  confiftent  with 
Mr*  Brace's  own  calculation  of  time :  he  himfelf  brings  the  fhip 
or  fleet  back  by  December  J789  or  January  1790,  and  makes  it 
fet  out  in  fummer  1787  (p.  438) ;  fo  that  he  wants  three,  four, 
or  five  months  of  hn  precife  three  years.  But,  overlooking  thik 
inaccuracy,  let  us  examine  the  proofs  on  which  an  approxima- 
tion towards  that  term  is  refted.  They  are  two  collateral  paft- 
fages,  1  Kings  x.  22,  and  2  Cbrcn.  ix.  21 ;  the  words  are,  c  For 

*  the  Icing  had  at  fea  a  navy  of  Tharfhifh  with  the  navy  of  Hi-       ' 

*  ram;    Once  in   three  years   came  the  navy  of  Tharfhifh. 
c  bringing  gold  and   filver,   ivory,   and   apes  and  peacocks. 
And  again :  c  For  the  king's  fhips  went  to  Tharfhifh  with  the 

*  Servants  of  Hiram  ;  every  three  years  once  came  the  (hips  of 

*  Tharfhifh  bringing  gold/  &c.  / 

Now,  if  we  underfland  Mr.  Bruce  right,  this  is  his  reafon- 
ing :  Beeaufe  the  fhips  of  Tharfhifh  came  once  in  three  years, 
therefore  Solomon's  fleet  fet  out  from  Eloth  to  Sofala,  and  re- 
turned in  three  years  precifely,  1.  e.  in  fome  months  fhort  of 
threfe  years.  Whoever  doubts  of  the  juftnefs  of  this  conclufioij, 
may  avtoid  the  trouble  of  reading  the  dtflertation  upon  it.  The 
.  reafbn  aHb  why  he  fixes  upon  Sofala  for  Ophir  is  not  fatisfaftory 
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to  us*    In  Vtory  ftncieftt  time  gold  was  not  fought  in  large  ferct* 
vattons*  but  procured  by  firmminp 

We  fliall  take  leave  to  pafs  over  die  reft  of  this  chaos  to  the 
beginning  of  the  Abyffinian  hiftory,  before  which  our  author 
places  an  account  of  Abyffinian  literature.  Befides  the  fcrip- 
fures,  of  Which  they  hold  both  the  Canonical  and  apochryphal 
books  in -equal  efteem,  they  have  the  conftitutions  of  the  apoftles* 
a&s  of  the  faints,  and  (  other  books  of  lefs  irze  and  confe* 
*  ^ucrtce.'    Concerning  the  celebrated  prophecies  of  Enoch  we 

have  the  following  Account : 

t 

*  All  that  is  material  to  fay  further  'concerning  the  book  of  Enoch 
is,  that  it  is  a  Gnoftic  book,  containing  the  age  of  the  Emims, 
Atiakims,  and  Egregofes,  fuppofed  defendants  of  die  fans  of  Ood, 
when  they  fell  in  love  with  the  daughters  of  men,  and  had  tons  wh6 
Were  giants*  Thefe  giants  do  not  feem  fohave  been  Co  charitable 
to  the  foas  and  daughters  of  men  as  their  fathers  had  been ;  for,  £rft* 
they  began  to  cat  ail  the  beafts  of  the  earth,  they  then  fell  upon  the 
inrds  and  fifties,  and  ate  them  alio ;  their  hunger  being  not  yet  fa* 
tisfied,  they  ate  all  the  corn,  all  men's  labour,  all  the  trees  and 
twines  j  and,  not  content  yet,  they  fell  to  eating  the  men  themfeives. 
The  men  (like  our  modern  ikilors  with  the  favages)  were  not  afraid 
of  dying,  but  very  much  fo  of  being  eaten  after  death.  At  length 
they  cry  to  God  againft  the  wrongs  the  giants  had  done  them,  and 
"God  tends  a  flood  which  drowns  both  them  and  the  giants. 

«  Such  is  the  'reparation  which  this  ingenious  author  has  thought 
proper  fo  attribute  to  Providence,  in  anfwer  to  the  firft  and  the 
4>eft-founded  complaints  that  were  made  to  him  by  man.  I  think 
this  ttchaufti  about  four  or  five  of  the  firft  chapters.  It  is  not  the 
iborth  part  of  the*book ;  but  my  curiofity  led  roe  no  further.  The 
^oataftrophc  of  the  giants,  and  the  juHice  of  the  cataftrophe,  had 
fuHy  fetMed  me.9 

The  firft  information  given  us  by  Mr.  Bruce  relative  to  the 
"events  of  Abyffinian  hiftory  has  the  celebrated  Queen  of  Sheba, 
&e  vifitor  of  Solomon,  for  its  fubjeft.  She  returned  pregnant, 
"by  the  wife  king,  of  a  fon,  Who  was  fent  to  his  father  for  edu- 
cation, and  returned  with  a  colony  of  Jews,  by  whom  the 
Abyffinians  were  converted  to  their  religion,  and  from  whom 
;the  Abyffinian  Jews  derived  their  origin.  This  queen,  by  the 
laft  aft  of  her  reign,  ordained  that  the  crown  {hould  continue 
in  the  race  of  Solomon  for  ever ;  that  no  female  fhould  be  ca- 
pable of  wearing  it ;  and  that  the  heif s  male  of  the  royal  houfe 
'fhould^lwavs  be  fent  prifoners  to  an  high  mountain,  there  to 
"continue  till  death,  or  till  the  fucceffion  fhould  open  to  them. 
A^ift  of  kings  from  the  ton  of  Solomon  to  our  era  is  given: 
'die  fucceffion  has  continued,  not  without  interruption,  to  the 
inrdent  hour, 
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All  this  arid  aior6  bur  author  derives  partlv  from  tradition, 
j>artly  from  the  «nnals  of  Abyffinia ;  But  for  tne  particular  cir- 
cumftancts  he  quotes  no  particular  authority.     His  narrative 
Teems  to  have  about  as  much  authenticity  as  that  of  the  exploits 
of  Jack  the  giint-killer ;  and  in  clearnefs  and  confiftency,  the 
more  ancient  of  the  two  hiftorians  has  a  manifeft  fuperiority.  In 
his  attempt  to  fettle  who  the  queen  was  almoft  every  fentence 
is  inconfiftent  with  every  other.     She  wa^  queen,  he  tells  ds,  of 
"Saba,  or  Azab :  Saba  was  a  feparate  ftate  j  the  Sabeans,  a  diftin& 
people  from  the  Arabs  and  Ethiopians;  yet  Pineda's  feafons 
x  mere  than  convince  him  fhe  was  An  Ethiopian,  or  Cuflrite 
c  {hepherd/    Gold,  he  affirms,  myrrh,  caffia,  fr^nkincenfe,  werc_ 
the  produce  of  her  country :  can  this  country  poffibly  be  Abyf- 
finia ?     Yet  (he  diipofes  of  the  Abyffinian  crown,  and  regulates 
the  fucceffion,  with  power  perfectly  delpotic  *  though  it  by  no 
means  appears  how  fhe  got  poffeffion  of  it.     So  much  does  the 
author  confufe  himfelf  and  difguft  his  reader  for  want  of  geo- 
graphical preciflon  or  hiftorical  criticifm*    It  might  have  been 
expected  that  he  fhould  have  previoufly  entered  into  a  very  mi- 
nute difquifition  concerning  the  value  and  authority  of  the  Abyf- 
finian annals,  which  ferved  as  the  materials  of  his  hiftory  j  y#t 
all  the  encouragement  he  gives  his  reader  to  wade  through  more 
than  feven  hundred  quarto  pages  confifts  in  telling  him  that 
Amka  Yafons,  prince  of  Shoa,  gave  him  all  the  books  of  the 
annals  of  Abyffinia,  excepting  two,  one  given  him  by  the  king, 
the  other,  the  Chronicle  of  Axum,  by.Ras  Michel,  governor  of 
Tigre.     Here,  p.  501,  he  fays,  c  they  ferved  him  to  compoji 
4  this  hiftory.'    Both  the  books,  however,  of  the  fecond  volume 
profefs  to  be  translations  of  the  annals  of  Abyffinia ;  which  yet 
the/  moft  certainly  are  not,  for  Mr*  Bruce  fpeaks  in  his  own. 
perfon,  quotes  Le  Grand  and  Poncet,  and  in  almoft  every  pa- 
ragraph gives  his  readers  abundant  proof  that  his  firft  affertion 
is  right,  j  that  he  has  compofed  the  hiftory  probably  without  giv- 
ing a  page  of  tranflation  of  the  annals  of  Abyffinia,  unlefi  a  few 
fpeeches  or  letters  be  tranflated;   fo  that  a  fpecimen  of  the 
Abyffinian  manufcript  he  has  depofited  in  the  feritifli  Mufeurn 
would  ftill  be  valuable  as  a  curiofity,  and  as  a  teft  by  which  we 
may  judge  of  the  nature  of  his  hiftory. 

Till  another  De  Guignes  fhall  have  performed  the  neceflary 
txBc  of  an  accurate,  critical  examination  of  the  documents,  it 
will  be  in  vain  to  think  of  an  authentic  hiftory  of  Abyffinia. 
This  taflc  we  wiih  much,  to  haye  performed ;  for,  unconnected 
as  that  country  is  with  the  revolutions  of  Europe,  and  little  as 
it  has  influenced  any  extenfive  portion  of  the  globe,  it  may 
poffibly  throw  light  on  fome  tranfa&ions  in  which  the  fortune  of 
t#lf  manjdnd  was  concerned.    While  the  author  of  the  Koran 
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was  yet  flruggling  hard  with  the  oppofition  of  the  Koreitiutes* 

it  is  well  known  that  fome  of  his  chief  followers  found  a  refuge 

*  in  the  court  of  Abyffinia.  When  the  defertion  of  the  furious 
Omar  gave  a  ferious  alarm  to  the  inhabitants  of  Mecca  for  the 
fate  of  their  idolatrous  worfhip,  a  violent  and  furious  perfecu- 
tion  was  raifed  againft  the  difciples  of  Iftam.  Mahomet,  not 
yet  powerful  enough  to  defend  his  religion  and  protect  his  fol- 
lowers, permitted  a  number  of  them  to  crofs  over  into  Abyffinia. 
The  embaffy  of  the  Koreifhites  was  in  vain.  The  king  re- 
fufed  to  deliver  up  the  fugitives.   *  Should  any  information  con* 

x  cerning  this  eventful  period  be  contained  in  the  annals  of  Abyf- 
finia, it  will  undoubtedly  be  in  the  higheft  degree  interefting 
to  liberal  and  enlightened  curiofity.  We  are  afraid,  however, 
that  their  documents  do  not  reach  fo  high.  Another  point  to- 
wards which  an  European  would  dire&  his  inquiries  would  be 
the  conduft  and  expulfion  of  the  Jefuits.  Here  he  would  wilh 
for  the  Abyffinian  narrative :  he  would  be  defirous  to  know  in 
what  light  this  bufy  and  mifchievous  order  were  viewed  by  the 
African?. 

The  internal  tranfacYions  can  afford  but  fmall  gratification. 
They  exhibit  little  but  a  fcene  of  wild  confufion  and  profufe 
bloodfhed.  The  hiftory  of  an  infolated  and  barbarous  country 
can  indeed  conftft  of  little  befides  a  fucceflion  of  fcenes  of  per- 
fidy and  horror ;  it  muft  needs  be  gloomy  and  monotonous,  and 
will  never  infpire  that  intereft  by  virtue  of  which  the  hiftory  of 
nations  that  have  at  fome  period  advanced  to  an  high  pitch  of 
perfection  in  government  and  arts  never  fails  to  command  at- 
tention and  regard.  Of  the  Abyffinian  kings  we  find  few  whofe 
reigns  are  not  difturbed  by  rebellion  \  many  are  cut  off  by  a 
violent  death.  The  two  laft  kings  died  one  Dy  poifon,  the  other 
by  affaffination ;  and  fuch  feems  to  be  the  fate  of  about  every 
other  through  the  lift. 

As  a  fpecimen  of  Mr.  Bruce's  manner,  it  may  be  proper  to 
lay  a  quotation  or  two  before  the  reader.  In  one  place,  after 
having  told  us  that  he  has  abridged  the  Abyffinian  annals,  and 
rendered  them  c  more  conformable  to  the  manner  of  writing 
c  Englifh  hiftory,'  he  proceeds  to  make  the  following  re- 
flections : 

'  *  There  are  three  things  which  I  would  now  obferve;  not  be* 
caufe  they  are  (ingle  inftances,  but,  on  the  contrary*  becaufe,  though 
firfl.  mentioned  here,  they  are  uniformly  confirmed  throughout  the 
whole  Abyffinian  hiftory. 

«  The  firft  is,  that  the  King  of  Abyffinia  is,  in  all  matters  eoclc- 
fiaftical  and  civil,  fupreme ;  that  he  pu nifties  atl  offences  committed 
by  the  clergy  in  as  abfolute  and  direct  a  manner  as  if  thefe  offences 
were  committed  by  a  layman.    Of  this  the  treatment  of  Hono- 
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rius  is  an  example,  who.  made  ufe  only  of  fpiritual  weapons  againft 
offences  that  furely  deferred  the  cenfure  of  all  churches. 

•  With  whatever  propriety  this  fentence  might  have  been  inflicted 
upon  individuals,  and  perhaps  without  any  bad  confequence  to  the 

%  public  in  general,  the  law  of  the  land,  in  Abyffinia,  could  not  fuffer. 
this  to  be  inflicted  on  their  king,  becaufe  very  bad  effecls  mufi  have 
followed  it  towards  the  commonweal ;  for  excommunication  there  is 
really  a  Capital  punifhment  if  executed  with  rigour.  It  is  a  kind  of /»- 
terdtdio  aqua  it  ignis ;  for  ^ou  yourfelf  are  exprefsly  prohibited  from 
kindling  a  fire,  and  every  body  elfe  is  laid  under  a  prohibition  from 
fupplying  either  fire  or  water.  No  one  can  fpeak,  eat,  or  drink  with 
you,  enter  your  houfe,  or  fuffer  you  to  enter  theirs.  You  cannot  buy 
nor  fell,  nor  recover  debts.  If,  under  this  foliation,  you  mould  be 
violently  flain  by  robbers,  no  inquifition  is  made  into  the  caufe  of  your 
death,  and  your  body  is  not  fuffered  to  be  buried. 

'  I  would  fubmit  now  to  the  judgment  of  any  one,  what  fort  of 
-government  there  would  be  in  Abyffinia  if  a  prieft  was  fuffered  to 
lay  the  king  under  fuch  interdict  or  restriction.  The  kings  of  that 
country  do  not  pretend  to  be  faints  j  indeed,  it  may  be  faid  they  are 
the  very  contrary,  leading  very  free  lives.  Pretences  are  never 
wanting,  and  it  is  only  neceflfary  to  find  a  fanatic  prieft  (which,  God 
knows,  is  not  a  rarity  in  that  country)  to  unhinge  government  per- 
petually, and  throw  all  into  anarchy  and  confufion.  But  nothing 
pf  tliis  kind  occurs  in  their  hiflory,  though  the  bigotted  Le  Grande, 
and  feme  of  the  Jefuits  lefs  bigotted  than  him,  have  averted  that 
fuch  a  practice  prevailed  in  the  Abyflinian  church,  to  (hew  its  con- 
formity with  the  church  of  Rome ;  wnich  we  fhall  fee,  however,  con- 
tradicted almoft  in  every  prince's  reign. 

*  The  fecond  thing  I  (hall  obferve  is,  that  there  is  no  ground  for 
that  prejudice  fo  common  in  the  writers  concerning  this  country, 
Who  lay  that  thefe  people  are  Norn ades,. perpetually  roving  about  in 
tents.  If  they  had  ever  fo  little  reflected  upon  it,  there  is  not  a 
country  in  the  world  where  this  is  lefs  poffible  than  in  Abyffinia,  a 
country  abounding  with  mountains,  where  every  flat  piece  of  ground 
is,  once  a-day,  during  fix  months  rain,  cut  through  by  a  number  of 
torrents,  fweepiog  cattle,  trees,  and  every  thing  lrrefiftibly  before 
them  ;  where  no  field,  unlefs  it  has  fome  declivity,  can  be  fown,  nor 
even  palled  over  by  a  traveller,  without  fome  danger  of  being  fwept 
away,  during  the  hours  of  the  day  when  the  rain  is  mod  violent  5  in 
fuch  a  country  it  would  be  impoffible  for  thirty  or  forty  thoufand 
men  to  encamp  from  place  to  place,  and  to  fubfift  without  fome  per- 
manent retreat.  Accordingly  they  have  towns  and  villages  perched 
upon  the  pinnacles  of  fharp  hills  and  rocks,  and  which  are  never 
thought  fafe  if  commanded  by  any  ground  above  them;  in  thefe 
they  remain,  as  we  do  in  cities,  all  the  rainy  feafon  :  nor  is  there  a 
private  perfon  (not  a  foldier)  who  hath  a  tent  more  than  in  Britain. 
In  the  fair  feafon  the  military  encamp  in  all  directions,  crofs  the  coun- 
try,, either  to.  levy  taxes,  or  in  fearch  of  their  enemy  2  but  nothing 
in  this  is  particular  to  Abyffinia  j  in  moll  parts  of  Africa  and  Afia 
they  do  the  fame. 
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'  The  third  particular  to  be  obferved  here  is,  that/ in  this  prince's 
reign,  the  lung's  fons  were  not  impruoned  in  the  mountain.' 

It  is  unneceflary  for  us  to  remind  the  reader  how  grofsly  the 
ideas  that  belong  to  a  regular  and  well-digefted  government  are 
here  mifapplied  to  the  tumultuous  mifrule  of  a  country  where 
the  governor*  of  provinces  feek  no  other  plea  to  refift  the  king, 
or  make  war  on  one  another,  than  the  power >  where  the  king 
btmfelf  is  but  a  puppet  played  off  by  the  barbarian  chief  who 
has  the  attendant  to-day,  and  to-morrow  is  forced  to  refigjn  the 
royal  machine  to  the  management  of  &  favage  more  cunning  or 
ftronger  than  himfelf.  When  in  the  detail  of  fuch  a£b  of  fraud 
and  violence,  we  hear  the  term  c  confutation/  fee  expreffion 
c  faving  the  ftate,'  made  ufe  of,  there  can  be  no  queftion  con- 
cerning the  degree  of  intelligence  and  judgment  with  which  the 
liiftory  has  been  compofed ;  and  let  the  annals  of  Abyffinia  be  as 
dry  and  meagre  as  they  may,  we  cannot  help  wifhing  for  a  li- 
teral tranflation  in  the  place  of  fuch  an  hiftory.  That  we  do 
Hot  exaggerate  in  fpeaking  of  the  perpetual  diforder  that  has  pre- 
vailed in  this  country,  it  is  eafy  to  prove  from  Mr.  Bruce  him- 
v  felf :  Kafmati  Waragna,  for  inftance,  we  are  told,  (p.  664* 
Vol.  II.)  c  is  almoft  a  fingle  example  in  their  hiftory  of  a  great 
<  Officer,  governor  of  a  province,  that  never  was  in  rebellion/ 
When  we  complain  that  the  author  has  not  entered  into  a 
ftfi&,  critical  examination  of  the  documents  he  has  employed, 
the  reader  may  naturally  afk,  does  he  then  give  no  fort  of  in- 
formation concerning  tne  manner  in  which  the  tranfa&ions  of 
the  kingdom  are  recorded  ?  Such  inquirers  will  probably  be  fa* 
tlsfied  by  the  following  extradt : 

*  The  king  has  near  his  perfon  an  officer  who  is  meant  to  be 
his  hiftoriographer.    He  is  alfo  keeper  of  his  fcal,  and  is  obliged  to 

t  make  a  journal  of  the  king's  actions,  good  or  bad,  without  com- 
ment of  his  own  upon  them.  This,  when  the  king  dies*  or  at  leaft 
foon  after,  is  delivered  to  the  council,  who  read  it  over,  and  erafe 
every  thing  falfe  in  it ;  whilft  they  fupply  any  material  h€t  that  may 
iave  been  omitted,  whether  purpbfely  or  not.  This  would  have 
been  a  very  dangerous  book  to  have  been  kept  in  BacuhVs  time  j 
and  accordingly  no  perfon  chofe  ever  to  run  that  rifle ;  and  the  king's 
particular  behaviour  afterwards  had  Hill  the  further  effeft  that  no-* 
tody  would  fupply  this  deficiency  after  his  death,  a  general  belief 
prevailing  in  Abyffinia  that  he  is  alive  to  this  day,  and  will  appear 
£gain  in  all  his  terrors/ 

In  the  fourth  volume  we  find  the  following  information  con- 
cerning the  part  of  the  annals  obtained  from  Amha  Yafouf ; 

•  lie  had  heard,  while  at  Shoa,  from  fonie  prieils  of  Debra  Li- 
)muk>s>  that  -there  was  a  ftrange  white  man  in  favour  with  the  king 
at  Gondar,  who  could  do  every  thing  but  raift  the  dead  j  it  was 

among 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


Brute'x  Travels.  jj 

among  his  firft  rdquefts  to  the  king  to  make  him  acxymmted  witl| 
me.  The  king  therefore  ordered  me  to  wait  upon  him  every,  morn-  - 
in?,  and  I,  on  my  j>art,  did  not  let  flip  that  opportunity.  Infen- 
fioly  we  came  to  be  infeparable  companions.  Our  converfation  fell 
one  day  to  be  upon  the  Abyffinian  kings  who  firft  lived  at  Shoa  at  the 
time  when  the  kingdom  of  Adel  was  a  great  mart  for  the  E aft- Indian 
(Fade,  before  the  difcovery  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  He  faid  that 
a  book  containing  their  hillory,  he  believed,  was  in  fome  of  t)te 
churches  in  Shoa,  and  that  he  would  immediately  fend  for  it.  Al- 
though 1  could  not  help  teftifying  my  defire  of  having  a  book  which 
I  .had  fought  for  in  vain  through  the  reft  of  the  provinces  of  Abyf- 
iinia,  yet  I  thought  it  unYeafonable  to  defire  a  man  to  fend  three 
hundred  miles  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  getting  it;  I  therefore  did 
not  pref^  it ;  being  fatisfied  with  his  promife ;  but  as  my  work  would 
have  been  incomplete  without  it,  I  afked  my  friend  Tecla  Mariana 
to  mention  it  to  him  as  fronv  the  king.  His  anfwer  was,  '  I  have 
already  prdmifed  to  get  it  for  Yagoube,  the  meffenger  by  this  time 
is  in  Amhara ;  depend  upon  it,  my  father  will  not  fail  to  let  me  have 
it  i  for  fear  of  mi  (lake,  I  have  ctiipatched  a  very  intelligent  man,  who 
knows  ami  has  feen  the  book  at  Debra  Libanos/  The  promife  was 
pun&uaUy  kept,  the  book  came,,  and  from  it  I  hatve  drawt<  the  his- 
tory of  the  Adelan  war,  and  the  reign  of  thofe  kings  wh?  had  not  yet 
returned  to  Axum,  but  reigned  in  Shoa/ 

We  are  truly  forry  to  be  obliged  to  reprefent  our  author's  ta- 
lents for  hiftonc^l  refearch  and  competition  in  fo  unfavourable  a 
light.  But  it  feems  to  us  that  there  cannot  be,  in  this  caie, 
the  fame  room  for  difference  of  opinion  as  prevails  on  many 
queftions  of  literature  and  criticifm.  In  full  confidence,  there- 
fore, that  every  judicious  reader  muft  inevitably  form  an  opinion 
coinciding  with  our  own,  we  fhall  take  leave  of  this  work  for 
die  prefer*,  after  noticing  a  Angular  circutnftance,  in  which  the 
author  appears  to  have  been  firangely  mifinformed.  He  feys* 
Vol.  I.  p.  500,  that  Dr.  Worde,  having  heard  of  the  book  of 
Enoch  being  prefented  to  the  king's  library  at  Paris,  immedi- 
ately repaired  thither,  with  letters  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate  to 
the  Englifh  ambaiTador,  defiring  him  to  aflrft  the  do&or  in  pro-  , 
curing  accefs  to  Mr.  Bruce's  prefent  by  permiifion  from  his  moft 
Chriftian  Majefty.    c  This  he  accordingly  obtained,  and  a  tranf- 

*  lation  of  the  work  was  brought  over  j  but,  I  know  not  why, 
(  it  has  no  where  appeared.     I  fancy  Dr.  Worde  was  not  much 

*  more  pleafed  with  the  conduct  of  the  giants  than  I  was/ 
This  anecdote  carries  on  its  face  ftrong  marks  of  improba- 
bility. We  believe  there  has  been  feldom  any  neceffity  to  ap- 
ply with  fuch  parade,  if  at  all,  to  the  King  of  France  for  accefs 
to  die  library,  or  any  thing  it  contains.  -  If  Dr.  Worde  had 
been  difgufted  with  the  book,  he  would  not  have  tranflated  it. 
It  feems  very  unlikely  that  he  Aould  have  taken  the  pains  to 
make  a  translation,  and  afterwards  iupprefc  it.    We  have  heen 
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credibly  informed  that  Dr.  Worde,  being  at  Paris  at  the  time 
upon  other  purfuits,  was  le4  by  his  curibfity  to  infpeft  the  ma- 
nufcript ;  and  that  he  never  fet  about  the  tranflation  :  but  it  wilt 
be  in  the  power  of  fome  of  the  friends  of  that  laborious  fcholar 
to  afcertain  die  fa£h    The  reafons  we  have  ftated  will,  we  hope, 

uftify  us  in  withholding  our  affent  till  it  (ball  he  corroborated 

»y  further  teftimony. 
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Art.  XL  Moral  and  Pbilofophical  Eftimates  of  the  State  and 
Faculties  of  Man\  and  of  the  Nature  and  Sources  of  Human 
Happinefs.  A  Series  of  Dida&U  Leftures.  Small  8vo.  4.  vols. 
12s.    boards.     White  and  Son.     London,  1789. 

'T'HESE  Le&ur$s,  we  are  informed,  were  delivered  to  an 
«*-  intelligent  audience,  whofe  capacities  were  fuited  to  a  more 
philosophical  inveftigation  of  human  happinefs  than  would  have 
been  adapted  to  perfons  of  inferior  attainments.  Neither  in 
the  delivery  nor  the  publication  of  them  has  the  author  been 
ftudious  of  preferring  any  fyftematical  arrangement.  He  gives 
them  as  detached  effays,  uriconne&edwith  each  other  in  their 
particular  fubje&s,  and  forming  an  extenfive  part,  but  not  com- 
prehending the  whole  of  what  might  be  included  in  the  general 
Signification  of  happinefs. 

The  firft  le&ure  is  employed  in  an  inquiry  wherein  the  dignity 
of  man  confifts.     The  chief  ground  which  he  afligns  for  this 
.attribute  is,  that  man  is  ennobled  by  understanding  and  reafon, 
which  exalts  him  far  above  all  the  other  creatures  of  the  earth. 
Moral  freedoni,  he  obferves,  is  another  eharafleriftic  of  our  fpe- 
tcies.     While  the  fun,  the  moon,  the  ftars,  and  all  the  hoft  of 
heaven,   mechanically  execute  their  unknown  laws,   and  roll 
.about  in  the  regions  of  fpace  ;  while  the  animals  blindly  purfue 
their  irrefiftible  impulfes,  and  are  entirely  dependent  on  impret- 
fions  from  without ;  man  is  not  abfolutely  fubjefied  to  thofe  law?, 
nor  obliged  to  be  actuated  by  thefe  inftin&s.     A  third  diftinc- 
-tion  affigned  to  man  is  activity,  the  moft  diverfified  and  the  ttioft 
,  indefatigable  j  which  the  author,  in  an  animated  ftrain  of  apof- 
,trophe,  illuftrates  by  a  variety  of  examples.     Another  ground 
of  the  dignity  and  pre-eminence  of  man  is,  a  capacity  conti- 
.tinually  advancing,  and  conftantly  acquiring  new  degrees  of 
.  perfection.     His  capacities  rdevelope,   his  powers  increafe,   in 
proportion  to  his  application  and  exertion  of  them ;  and  the  circle 
.  of  his  views  and  operations  enlarges  according  to  the  degree  by 
which  his  capacities  unfold  and  his  powers  improve.     The  fifth 
fource  of  dignity  mentione3  is,  that  man  is  designed  for  im- 
mortality i  the  fixjth,  that  he  is  the  image  of  the  Almighty  5  and 
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the  feventh  argument  is  derived  from  his  ftation  in  the  world, 
Thefe  feyeral  confideratiops  are  purfued  by  the  author  with 
much  ingenuity;  and  he  endeavours  to  apply  them,  through  the 
whole  of  the  le&ure,  to  the  purpofes  of  morality  and  religion. 

In  the  fecond  lecture  the  author  {hews  what  is  derogatory  to 
jhe  dignity  of  man.  He  delineates  the  fubjecl  in  a  variety  of 
views,  and  illuft  rates  it  by  appofite  conftderations ;  but  he  is 
fbmetimes  tautological,  and  mors  declamatory  than  ^rgurrienr 
tative. 

The  author  next  defcribes  how  and  by  what  means  Chri& 
tianity  reftores  the  dignity  of  man ,;  examining,  in  fubfequent 
Le&ures,  the  value  of  .human  life,  health,  riches,  honour,  fen* 
fuai  pleafure,  fpiritual  pleafures,  and  devotion. 

In  the  fecond  volume  he  continues  the  eftimate  through  art 
inquiry  into  the  value  of  fenfibility,  virtue,  religion,  the  human 
foul,  the  importance  of  the  doctrine  of  immortality,  the  value 
of  man's  life-time  upon  earth,  and  of  fpiritual  experiences. 

In  the  third  volume  the  fubjeft  is  profecuted  under  a  variety 
of  detached  confutations,  viz.  the  value  of  focial  and  public 
worfhip,  folitude,  focial  life,  bufy  life,  trade  and  commerce,  a 
country  life,  domeftic  happinefs,  friendfhip,  and  civil  and  reli* 
gious  liberty. 

The  fubjefts  eftimated  in  the  fourth  volume  are,  the  value  of 
learning,  more  enlightened  times,  fufferings  and  tribulations,  a 
good  reputation,  converfion  from  a  bad  courfe  of  life,  human  hap- 
pinefs ;  with  rules  for  rightly  appreciating  the  value  of  things;  the 
vanity  of  all  earthly  things ;  the  moral  character  of  Jefus  Chrift  ; 
the  imitation  of  the  example  of  Jefus ;  the  paftoral  office. 

After  this  general  detail  of  the  contents  of  the  work  we  /hall 
lay  before  our  readers,  as  a  fpecimen,  an  extracl:  from  the  lec«* 
ture  that  treats  of  the  advantages  which  Chriilianity  has  pro* 
cured  to  mankind ; 

'  We  may  reduce  thefe  advantages  to  four  chief  heads.  The  firft 
comprehends  knowledge ;  the  fecond,  virtue ;  the  third,  tranquillity; 
and  the  fourth,  the  outward  condition  of  men. 

?  firft,  the  cultivation  of  the  human  mind,  and  the  knowledge  of 
truth  in  general,  has  been  improved  and  promoted  by  Chriftianity 
among  mankind.  As  Chriilianity  does  not,  like  the  old  heathen  re- 
ligion, confift  in  celebrations  and  ceremonies,  in  folemnities  and  Sa- 
crifices,, but  in  doctrines  and  moral  precepts;  fo  muft  it  neceffarily 
have  excited  mankind,  by  degrees,  to  more  reflection  on  invifible, 
fpiritual,  and  moral  matters,  on  their  mutual  relation  and  connexion 
with  e^ch  other,  on  what  they  are  at  prefent,  and  what  they  will  be 
hereafter;  and  thefe  reflections  muft,,  by  degrees,  have  fpread  them- 
felves  among  all  ranks  and  conditions  of  men,  which,  till  then,  only 
the  wife,  as  they  were  Called,  were  in  pofTeflion  of.  3y  this  means 
the  culture  of  the  human  mind  in  general  has* been  very  much 
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promoted,  and  will,  in  courfe  of  time,  continue  to  be  more  fi>»  at 
mankind  proceed  to  perceive  how  far  Chriftianity  is  from  enfeebling 
the  rights  of  found  reafon,  and  how  favourable  it  is,  on  the  con- 
trary, to  the  free  invefHgation  of  truth.     By  this  means  many  pre- 
cepts of  wifdom,  much  knowledge,  which  were  formerly  looked  upon 
as  the  peculiar  property  of  the  philofophers,  are  already  incorporated 
into  the  general  mafs  of  human  knowledge ;  and  thus,  by  degrees 
all  that  is  ufeful  and  good  of  this  kind,  together  with  the  peculiar 
doctrines  of  religion,  will  be  a  known  ^and  ferviceable  treafure  to 
every  man,  and  be  delivered  and  accepted  to  the  purpofe  of  acquir- 
ing wifdom  and  knowledge  by  every  man.    Thus  much  at  leaH  is 
Stain,  that,  among  none  of , the  heathen  nations,  the  Greek  and 
man  not  excepted,  were  there  fuch  numbers  of  perfons  of  all  ranks, 
who  reflected  on  their  moft  important  concerns,  on  God  and  religion, 
,   on  morality  and  virtue,  on  the  end  of  their  exiftence,  and  their  im-  - 
mortality,  and  by  rejle&ion  proceeded  fo  far  as  among  tfie  Chriftians; 
and,  for  this  extraordinary  circumftance,  I  know  of  no  confident 
reafon  to  be  given  but  that  of  Chriftianity  hfelf.   I  will  notydeny  thatv 
coniidered  as  a  predominant  religion,  at  certain  times  it  has  been  as 
great  an  impediment  to  reflection  and  liberal  inquiry  as  heathenifm ; 
and  that  at  times  it  has  con  fitted,  in  regard  of  the  generality  of  its 
profeflbrs,  in  a  blind  implicit  belief.    But  I  fpeak  at  prefent  of  the 
advantages  we  owe  to  Chriftianity  coniidered  at  large;  and  if  it  has 
not  at  all  times,  and  always  in  the  fame  degree,  been  productive  of 
them  by  |be  fault  of  mankind,  yet  they  ftill  fhbfifted;  and  it  is  un- 
deniable that  we  are  at  prefent  greatly  indebted  to  its  falutary  in- 
fluence. 

*  Let  it  not  be  faid  that  we  are  chiefly  obliged  to  the  writings  of 
the  ancient  fages  of  Greece  and  Rome,  and  the  general  publica- 
tion of  them,  for  the  cultivation  of  the  human  mind,  and  the  progrefs 
human  knowledge  has  made.  If  we  examine  the  matter  thoroughly, 
we  fhall  find  thao-  even  the  benefits  we  have  obtained  from  that 
,qaarter,  and  dill  may  obtain,  are  all  derived  from  Chriftianity.  I 
decry  not  the  writings  of  thefe  ancient  fages;  I  am  fenfible  to  the 
beautiful,  the  true,  and  the  good  they  contain.  But  what  has  prer 
ierved  thefe  writings  to  us,  and  prefented  us  with  them  ?  Is  it  not  » 
Chriftianity  that  has  procured  them  to  us,  and,  as  it  were,  given 
Us  them  afrefh  ?  How  happened  it  that  the  languages  wherein  thefe 
writings  are  compofed,  and  which  were  no  longer  fpoken  any  where, 
were  ftudied  and  purfued,  but  becaufe  the  worfhip  of  feveral  Chrif- 
tians  was  performed  in  them,  and  becaufe  they  Were  the  languages 
of  their  facred  books  ?  Had  it  not  been  for  this,  would  they  not, 
like  many  other  ancient  languages  which  are  only  known  to  us  by 
their  names,  have  fallen  into  complete  oblivion,  and,  with  thfr 
treafures  of  wifdom  they  contain,  have  become  a  prey  to  all-devour- 
ing time  V 

.  With  refpe&  to  the  general  merit  of  thefe  Lectures,  yre  think 
them  entitled  to  the  praife  of  a  confiderable  fhare  of  ingenuity. 
The  author's  eftimates  of  human  life,  in  its  various  fituations, 
are  formed  with  juftnefs  and  diicernmenL    He  difcovers,  on    , 
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ritfery  fiibjeA,  a  competent  fund  of  refle&km  and  obfervation ; 
and  though  he  appears^  for  the  moft  part,  to  affe£t  a  declamatory 
ftyle,  his  arguments  are  more  often  addrefled  to  the  underftand- 
ing  than  either  to  the  imagination  or  the  paffions.  In  his  nu«* 
merous  amplifications,  however,  there  is  frequently  an  unifor- 
mity of  fehtiment  and  expreffion,  which,  exclufive  of  tautolo- 
gical redundancy,  occafionally  intervening,  may  offend  the  tafte 
of  fome  readers.  But  any  defedk  of  this  kind  is  more  than  com* 
penfated  by  the  force  of  reafdning,  ,and  the  animated  manner  irt 
which  the 'author  treats  of  fubjeas  the  moft  interefting  to  reli- 
gion and  philofophy. 


FOREIGN      LITERATURE. 

ART.  XII.  Journal  Hijlorique  du  Voyage  dtM.  de  Leffeps,  Conful 
de  France^  employe  dans  I9 Expedition  de  M.  le  Comte  de  la  Fey* 
roufif)  en  quatite  d Interpret e  du  Roi  $  depuis  Tlnjlant  ou  il  a 
quitte  les  Frigates  Franfoijes  au  Port  St.  Pierre  et  St.  Paul  dt$ 
Ktmitfcbatka  jufqu'a  fon  arrivee  en  France^  le  17  Qfiebrey  1788. 

Art.  XII.  Riftorical  Journal  of  the  Travels  of  M.  de  Lefleps, 
Conful  of  France,  employed  in  the  Expedition  of  the  Count  de  Id 
Peyrouje,  in  Quality  of  King's  Interpreter ;  from  the  Moment 
when  he  quitted  the  French  Frigates  at  the  Port  of  St.  Peter  and 
St.  Paul  of  Kamtfchatka,  till  his  arrival  in  France^  1  jth  Qftober% 
1788.     8vo.  2  vols.     Paris,  179a 

To  the  account  w6  have  riven  of  this  work  in  our  Journal  for  May* 
the  following,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  a  corrcfpondent  at 
Paris,  may  be  elleemed  a  fequeh 

THERE  are  few  fpecies  of  publications  more  generally  read 
than  travels ;  and  few  perhaps  that  more  generally  deferve 
€0  be  fo,  The  fafts  and  obfervations  they  contain  cannot  fail  to 
dfflft  in  the  ftudy  of  man,  and  tofurnifli  moral  and  political  con- 
elufiofis,  while  the  adventures  of  the  author,  his  fufferings  and 
his  hair-breadth  efcapes  (for  what  traveller  has  not  met  with 
fome),  intereft  the  reader  mote  than  the  marvellous  incidents  of 
romance,  be^aufe  they  l#ve,  or  are  fuppofed  to  have,  the  fupe- 
rior  attra&ion  of  truth*  In  the  relation  of  the  manners  and 
Cuftoms  of  barbarous  nations  we  receive  an  additional  pleafure. 
The  comparifons  we  make*  and  the  confcioufnefs  of  our  fupe- 
t iority,  touch  a  fecret  fpring  of  the  human  mind  that  gratifies 
us  by  giving  new  exj>anfion  to  the  principles  of  pride  and  felf- 
Ipve.  As  Kartitfchatka  is  a  country  as  yet  but  imperfe&ly  ex** 
plowed,  and  a§  M.  de  Leffeps,  phofen  the  interpreter  of  an 
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important  expedition,  ought  to  afford  us  authentic  informations 
we  flatter  ourfelves  that  our  readers  will  accompany  i|s  with 
pleafure  while  we  attend  him  on  his  travels,  and  paufe.  at  his 
mpft  remarkable  adventures  and  remarks. 

M.  de  J^efleps  being  charge^  by  the  Comte  de  la  PeyrQufe  to 
carry  his  difpatches  over  hni  to  France,  bade  farewell  to  the 
illuftrious  navigators  of  the  Bouflble  and  Aftrolabe  in  the  port 
pf  St.  Peter  and  St,  Paul,  £t  (he  fouthern  extremity  of  the  penirv, 
fula  of  Kamtfchatka,  on  the  2,9th  of  September,  1787.  The 
preparations  for  his  departure  pecafiorung  fame  delay,  he  em- 
ploys the  meantime  in  a  defcription  of  the  narbour  and  environs, 
and  in  the  mention  of  a  proje&  to  convert  the  few  houfes  on  the 
fea-fide  to  a  confiderable  fortified  town,  On  the  7th  of  O&ober 
he  fets  off  for  Okotzk,  in  company  with  M.  KaftofF,  comman- 
dant of  that  place,  with  feverkl  other  Ruffian  officers,  ^pd  fe- 
veral  attendants,  and  takes  advantage  of  a  fhort  ftay  at  Para- 
tounka,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  bay,  to  defcribe  the  balagam 
and  i/hsj  the  miferable  places  of  abode  of  the  Kamrichatkadales. 

*  The  Kamtfchatkadales  refidc  in  the  fumme*  ir*  the  former, 
and  in  the  winter  retire  to  the  latter.  As  the  government  wiflies 
to  bring  them,  by  infenfible  degrees,  to  conform  to  t^e  man- 
ners of  the  Ruffian  peafantry,  and  to  lodge  in  a  more  whole- 
fome  manner,  it  is  forbid  in  this  fouthern  part  of  Kamtfchatka 
to  conftruft  in  future  any  yeurts,  or  fubterraneous  dwellings, 

c  The  balagans  are  raifed  above  the  ground  on  fev^ra^pqfts 
fixed  at  equal  diftances,  and  of  the  heignt  of  twelve  or  thirteen 
feet.  This  ruftic  colonnade  fupports  a  platform,  compofed  of 
beams  covered  with  a  kind  of  clay,  and  the  platform  ferves  as  a 
floor  to  the  whole  edifice,  which  confifts  of  a  ridge  of  a  conical 
form,  covered  with  a  kind  of  thatch,  or  dried  grafs,  laid  over 
long  poles  that  meet  at  the  top.  This  ridge  forms  the  whole 
apartment ;  that  is  to  fay,  a  tingle  room,  with  a  hole  in 
the  roof  to  give  paflage  to  the  fmoke,  when  the  fire  is  lighted 
to  drefs  their  victuals.  Their  kitchen  is  in  the  middle  of  their 
chamber,  where  they  eat  and  fleep  all  together,  without  the 
leaft  appearance  of  difguft  or  fcruple.  In  thefe  apartments  there 
is  no  fuch  thing  as  a  window ;  nothing,  in  fhort,  but  a  door  fo 
low  and  narrow  as  hardly  to  afford  entrance  to  the  daylight. 
The  ftaircife  is  worthy  of  the  houfe  5  it  is.  a  beam,  or  rather  a 
tree,  very  rudely  notched,  one  end  of  w^ich,  refts  upon  the 
ground,  and  the  other  is  raifed  to  the  height  of  the  floor  t  This 
tree  preferves  its  original  round  form,  though  it  is  cut  p^  pne 
fide  into  what  I  cannot  well  call  fteps,  as  .they  are  ($  ^qconve- 
nient  that  I  have  been  feveral  times  very  near  breaking  my 
neck  in  walking  up  them.  And  indeed  whenever  this  curfed 
ftaircafe  happens  to  turn  under  the  feet  of  thofe  who  are  not 
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fcccuftomed  to  it,  it  is  impoffible  for  them  to  preferve  their  equi- 
librium. They  muft  come  to  the  ground,  and  run  more  or 
lefs  rifk  in  proportion  to  the  height.  When  they  wifh  to  give 
notice  that  nobody  is  at  home,  they  only  turn  the  ftaircafe  with 
the  fteps  downward.  / 

*  Reafons  of  convenience  may  perhaps  have  furnifhed  the  idea 
of  conftrucYing  thefe  curious  dwelling-places ;  they  are  neceffary 
and  fuitable  to  their  kind  of  life.  Their  principal  food  being 
dried  fifli,  which  is  alfo  that  of  their  dogs,  they  have  occaiion 
for  a  (hade,  where  the  wind  enters  on  every  fide  to  dry  it,  as 
well  as  their  other  provifions  for  the  winter.  The  ruftic  co- 
lonnade or  portico  that  compofes  the  lower  part  of  their  balagans 
anfwers  this  purpofe :  there  they  hang  up  their  fifli  at  a  fufficient 
height  to  keep  it  out  of  the  way  of  the  dogs,  which  are  con- 
ftantly  half-ftarved  that  they  may  be  in  the  better  order  for  run- 
ing.  Thefe  dogs  draw  the  carriages  of  the  Kamtfchatkadales. 
The  beft,  that  is  to  fay,  the  fierceft,  have  no  other  kennel  than 
the  kind  of  portico  I  have  juft  mentioned,  and  are  tied  to  the 
columns  or  pofts  that  fupport  the  building. 

4  Their  ifbas  or  winter  abodes,  if  larger,  would  perfectly  re- 
femble  the  houfes  of  the  Ruffian  peafants,  which  have  been  many 
times  defcribed.  In  the  larger  room  there  is  fometimes  a  mi- 
serable couch,  made  of  planks  and  covered  with  bear's-fkin :  it 
is  the  bed  of  the  mafter  of  the  family ;  and  happy  are  the  wo- 
men who  in  thefe  favage  countries  are  the  flaves  of  their  hu£« 
bands,  and  do  the  moft  laborious  work,  when  they  can  take  a 
little  repofe  upon  it  ?' 

After  a  few  words  concerning  the  police  of  the  Kamtfchatka- 
dales, and  a  defcription  of  the  environs  of  Parataounka,  our  tra- 
veller proceeds  on  his  journey,  and  flops  at  Natchikin,  at  no 
great  diftance,  to  notice  a  hot  fpring  that  iffues  boiling  out  ot 
the  fide  of  a  hill.  After  an  exa&  analvfis  he  finds  this  water  to 
contain  a  fmall  quantity  of  fulphur,  a  greater  abundance  of  vi- 
triolic acid,  and  dill  more  calcareous  earth,  joined  to  fome  par- 
ticles of  a  nitrous  &lt. 

In  the  continuation  of  ,his  journey  we  Aiall  not  follow  M.  de 
Lefleps  in  the  defcriptioji  ot  many  circumftances  of  no  great 
moment :  the  hills  he  afcends,  the  hills  he  defcends,  the  ftreams 
he  croffes,  the  villages  of  which  he  makes  mention,  becaufe  not 
worthy  of  mention,  &c.  M.  de  Lefleps  apologifes  for  thef6 
minute  details  by  a  promife  he  had  made  to  his  reader  of  fcru-> 
pulous  exa£frie(s,  for  which  promife,  we  are  candid  enough  to 
believe  he  had  fome  good  reafon ;  but  as  we  have  not  made  a 
fimilar  one  we  lhall  only  add  that  he  arrived  fafe  at  Bolche- 
retzk,  where  iie  had  an  opportunity  of  obferving  how  much  the 
fimplicity  of  the  Kamtfchatkadales  is  impofcd  upon  by  fhe 
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Coflacles  and  Ruffians,  and  by  the  paffion  for  fpirituous  iiquofsj 
4vhkh  feerns  even  more  irrefiftible  in  them  than  in  the  other 
northern  nations,  at  leaft  if  we  may  judge  by  the  following 
.anecdote : 

*  A  Kamtfchatkadale  had  given  a  fable  fkin  for  a  glafs  of 

brandy;  burning  with  the  defire  of  drinking  a  fecond,  he  invjted 

the  brandy-(eller  to  come  into  his  houfe :   the  brandy-feller 

thanked  him,  and  (aid  he  was  in  hafte :  the  Kamtfchatkadale 

renewed  his  entreaties,  and  propofed  a  fecond  bargain,  which 

£ot  the  better  of  the  other's  fcruples.^— c  Come,  another  glafs 

1  for  this  fable  flrinj  it  is  finer  than  the  firft.* — c  No  ;  I  muft 

€  keep  what  brandy  I  have,  1  promifed  to  fell  it  at  fuch  a  place, 

'*  and  muft  go  immediately.'— c  Stop  a  moment,  here  are  two/ 

c  —-It  is  all  to  no  purpose.*— c  Well !  come,  I  will  give  you 

*  three.'-— The  bargain  was  inftantly  concluded,  the  lable  fkins 

.taken  pofleffion  of,  and  the  brandy  merchant  again  made  a  fhew 

'  <o£  going  away,  while  his  landlord  redoubled  his  perfuafion  to 

keep  him.     He  afked  for  a  third  glafs,  and,  meeting  with  a  new 

refufal,  was  ftill  more  liberal  in  his  offers  ;  in  proportion  as  the 

yJbrandy  merchant  was  inexorable  the  Kamtfchatkadale  growing 

Javifh  of  his  fkins.     Who  would  believe  tha.t  he  at  length  fa?* 

iCrificed  for  the  laft  glafs  feven  fable  fkins  <of  the  greateft  beauty, 

^rhich  were  all  he  poffeffed !' 

.  A  ftay  of  three  months  at  Bolcheretzk  enables  our  traveller 
ip  acquire  a  confiderable  knowledge  of  the  chara&er  and  mao» 
jjicrs  of  the  Aborigenes.  Their  drefs,  their  mufic,  their  dano 
ing,  their  manner  of  hunting  and  fifhing,  their  difeafes  and 
jemedies,  language,  government  and  climate,  everv  thing,  in 
ihort*  by  turns'  engages  bis  attention,  and  furnifhes  details,  bo^i 
/curious  and  inter  eft  ing,  fome  fhort  extra&s  from  which  will  not^ 
We  fancy,  be  difegreeable  to  our  reader. 

4  The  principal  nourifhment  of  thefe  people  confifts,  as  I 
have  already  faid,  of  dried  fi(h.  The  men  themfelves  make 
their  provision  of  this  aliment,  while  the  women  attend  to 
houfehold  affairs,  and  employ  themfelves  in  gathering  the  fruits 
and  vegetables,  which,  after  fifh,  are  the  favourite  nourifhment 
<pf  the  Kamtfchatkadales,  and  of  the  Ruffians  of  this  country* 
PThe  days  when  they  go  abroad  to  collect  their  ftock  for  winter 
confumptipn,  are  fo  many  feftivals ;  they  celebrate  them  with 
tranfports  of  the  moft  noify  and  licentious  mirth,  which  gives 
occafion  to  curious  fcenes,  that  not  unfrequently  are  very  in- 
decent ajfp.  They  wander  in  bands  about  the  country  finging, 
and  giving  a  loofe  to  all  the  follies  their  imagination  caji  fuggeft  ; 
all  fear  and  fhame  is  banifhed;  nor  can  I  better  defcxibe  their 
extravagant  phrer^y  than  by  comparing  it  tp  that  of  the  fe- 
*pale  Bacchanalians  of  paganifm.    Woe  to  the  (nan  whom 
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accident  brings  irr  their  way !  However  determined  or  4&foe  he 
may  be,  it  is  impoffible  for  him  to  efcape  the  fate  that  threatens 
bun  9  and  he  very  feldom  can  efcape  from  the  combat  without  a 
feverc  whipping.' 


Art.  XIII.     Vie  de  Louis  XVI*  revue,  corrigie,  et  augment!*,  par 
M  ■  ■  .     Londres,  1790. 

Art.  XIII.    The  Life  of  Louis  XP 7.  revifed>  correfted>  andaetg* 
mentid.     i&no.   125  Pages.    London,  1790. 

'T'HE  revolution  in  France  has  given  birth  to  many 'books, 
-*•  which  appear  and  fink  immediately  into  oblivion.  The 
prefs,  fo  long  under  reftri&ions,  paffed  very  foon  the  bounds  of 
real  civil  liberty,  and  teemed  with  licentious  productions  of 
overheated  zeal  and  licentioufnefs.  Innumerable  newfpapers 
and  pamphlets  daily,  almoft  hourly,  came  forth  to  inform  or  to 
deceive.  This  Life  of  Louis  XVI.  is  a  mere  catchpenny  of 
the  times;  but,  promifing  anecdotes  of  the  Bourbon  family,  it  it 
no  wonder  if  the  public  read  it  with  avidity.  '  I  am  about/ 
fays  the  author,  c  to  gratify  the -eager  defires  of  .the  public,  in 

*  offering  to  their  curiofity  the  picture  of  the  life  of  King 

*  Louis  the  Sixteenth ;  ana  I  do  not  doubt  but  they  will  read  ft 

*  with  the  gfeateft  avidity.'  The  author  foon  {hews  that  to  be 
&tirical  is  his  intention  \  but  his  language  is  low,  and  his  kn~ 
timents  mean.     Speaking  of  the  faults  of  childhood,  '  How- 

*  ever,  the  virtues  or  the  vices  of  children  arife  from  the  educa- 

*  tton  they  receive.     As  in  good  land  which  is  not  plowed,  or 

*  not  plowed  properly,  brambles  and  thirties  Tpring  upj  bad 

*  propenfities  end  vices  foon  take  root  in  the  beft  natures,  whin 
(  education  comes  not  to  the  affiftance  of  nature ;  and  the  more 
1  fo  the  more  hard  and  ungrateful  the  foil.* 

This  performance  contains,  in  a  curfory  manner,  a  -relation 
«of  whatever  has  been  faid  orfufpe&ed  of  the  royal  family.  It 
is  affirmed  that  the  Dauphin,  father  of  the  prefent  king,  for  be- 
ing one  of  theinftigators  of  Damien's  attempt  on  the  life  gf 
<Louis  XV,  was  made  to  fwallow  a  flow  poifon,  which  dri#d 
•and  parched  him  up  like  a  red-herring.    Madame  Louifa  is  ex- 

Efed  for  having  borne  a  child  by  a  garde-du-corps ;  and  a  po- 
ical  projeft  for  rendering  the  prefent  king  an4  his  brothers 
impotent,  is  detailed  with  no  great  decency.  The  queen's 
Tending  the  money  of  France  to  tne  emperor,  iier  adulteries,  her 
"murders,  and  the  afiair  of  the  necklace,  are  all  recorded.  M. 
Tfeckar  is  introduced  adopting  Law's  fcheme  under  a  new 
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form ;  and  Calonne  h  brought  forward  as  a  Rate  quack  leizirig 
oo  the  helm  of  the  finances. 

^The  hiftoiy  of  the  revolution  is  given  in  a  very  fliort  man-* 
ner.  The  Baftile  is  attacked  and  taken  in  five  lines;  and  the 
glorious  proceffion  of  the  17th  of  July  is  run  through  in  eight 
lines.  We  are  told  that  the  fifh women  went  to  Verfailles ;  but 
bear  nothing  of  the  queen's  danger,  who  were  the  inftiga- 
tors,  what  was  done  is  not  inyeftigated,  and  we  are  to  reft  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  knowledge  that  the  fifhwomen  went  to  Ver- 
failles. 

This  Hiftory  of  the  Life  of  Louis  XVI.  concludes  with  an 
account  of  the  king  and  queen  being  terribly  frightened  at  the 
accidental  difcharge  of  a  foldier's  mufquet,  which  gives  room  . 
for  the  important  remark  that  flight  caufes  often  produce  events 
of  the  utmoft  confequence.  l  Often,'  fays  our  author,  *  thingi 
4  of  the  higheft  importance  fpring  from  a  trifling  caufe ;  there- 
c  fore  I  could  not  negle&  little  things,  as  they  ferve  to  develope 

*  great  ones.     My  precifion  has  thus  been  absolutely  neceflary* 
c  in  the  life  of  the  king,  becaufe  we  are  to  know  princes  as  we 

*  do  lions,  by  their  paws.     As  a  faithful  and  impartial  hiftorian, 
4  I  have  described  the  vices  as  well  as  recorded  the  virtues  of 

*  Louis  XVI.     The  praifes  I  have  given  him  are  true  and  fin- 

*  cere,  for  there  is  fome  cenfure  mixed  with  them  $  the  former, 
4  however,  preponderates  greatly.' 

There  is  a  fupplement  to  vilify  the  Marquis  de  Favras  and 
die  Comte  d'Eftaing,  In  the  title-page  is  the  initial  of  Comte 
Mirabeau,  and  the  number  of  afteriflcs  that  fuit  with  the  letters 
of  the  name  j  but  that  deception  is  foon  difcovered. 


Art.  XIV.  Storia  del  Regno  di  Carlo  HI.  di  Borbone,  Re  Catto~ 
Uco  delle  Spagne  e  dell  Indie,  corredata  degli  opporturii  documenti 
del  Abate  Beccbttini. 

Art.  XIV.  Hiftory  of  Charles  III.  of  Bourbon,  King  of  Spain* 
&c*    8vo.    Venice,  1790. 

TT  has  been  repeatedly  obferved  that  a  propenfity  to  adulation, 
**  and  the  fear  of  incurring  refentment,  are  great  impediments 
to  the  writing  of  a  hiftory  of  our  own  times.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  fo  many  eye-witnefles  and  evidences  remain  of  fafts, 
that  the  careful  hiftorian  has  it  in  his  power  to  record  events 
with  the  greater  accuracy.  The  Abbe  Beccatini  does  not  feem 
to  have  availed  liimfelf  of  this  advantage.  He  has  mifrepre- 
fcnted  fo  many  circumftances  that  his  errors  merit  the  lefs  notice 
in  proportion  as  they  are  frequent.    We  fhall  only  advert  to*a 
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few  of  the  events  of  the  late  war,  in  which  he  liberally  gives  the 
Comte  de  Grafle  forty-eight  fail  of  the  line  in  his  a£hon  with 
Lord  Rodney,  and  is  unmerciful  enough  to  let  only  nineteen 
efcape.  In  Langara's  combat  he  beats  the  Spaniards  fo  cruelly 
that  only  four  mips  get  away  out  of  thirteen.  In  ihort,  the 
Abbe  Beccatini  is  quite  the  Bobadil  of  hiftory.  *  Twenty  more, 
c  -take  them.'  He  makes  the  Bailie  de  Suffrein,  who  was  beat 
out  of  the  bay,  and  followed  to  fea  by  the  enemy,  obtain  a  fignal 
vi&ory  at  Port  Praya;  and  attributes  the  burning  of  the  floating- 
batteries  at  Gibraltar  to  the  immeafureable  fizt  (grande%za  fnuju* 
rata)  of  the  red-hot  balls.  But  thefe  are  blunders  that  muft  ne- 
ceflarily  occur  when  authors,  ufed  to  ftiake  the  dull  from  the 
facred  volumes  of  theology,  and  *  who  the  ordonnance  of  a  battle 
<  know  no  better  than  a  fpinfter,'  muft  needs  c  fpeak  as  fami-i 
4  liarly  of  guns  and  trumpets  as  ladies  women  do  of  puppy  dogs/ 
Many  other  matters,  though  detailed  in  a  very  circumftantial 
and  minute  manner,  are  exprefled  notwithftanding  fo  obfeurely 
and  confufedly,  that  the  reader  does  not  know  what  to  con- 
clude. This  is  perhaps  owing  to  his  documents  being  im- 
perfect ;  probably  newfpapers  mifunderftood  and  ill  combined. 
And  yet  this  is  the  way,  fays' Voltaire,  in  which*  hiftory  is 
written,  and  pofterity  deceived :  but  we  beg  the  Abbe  Becca- 
tini's  pardon,  the  latter  reproach  will  never  apply  to  him.  Hit 
ftyle  feems  to  us  heavy  and  ill  conftru&ed;  it  is  fometimes 
pompous  and  bordering  upon  fuftian,  as  when  he  fays  that  the 
combined  fleet  kept  up  an  infernal  fire  upon  the  imperturbable 
rock  (faceano  contro  Vimperiurbabile  fcoglio  con  fuoco  infernale). 
His  reflexions  appear  generally  trite,  as  when  hC  tells  us  c  that 
*  courage  avails  little  when  fortune  is  unfavourable.'  He  who 
believes  not  in  thefe  remarks,  let  him  read  the  book ;  and,  if 
he  lofe  his  time,  the  lofs  be  upon  his  own  head. — We  hear  that 
a  better  work  on  this  fubjeft  has  been  written  by  Cardinal 
Ga&ani ;  but  it  has  not  yet  fallen  into  our  hands, 
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Aut.  15.    The  Self-Termentor.  A  Novel,  nmo.  3  vols.  9$.  Wilkie* 
London,  1790. 

THESE  volumes  record  the  hiftory  and  the  frolics  of  a  young 
gentleman  of- fortune,  rendered  giddy  by  the  fuperfluity  fif 
Wealth  and  the  impetuofity  of  paflion  ;  and  though  at  laft  reclaimed 
by  the  power  of  virtuous  love,  abandoned  to  the  tyranny  of  this 
ikc.  rev.  vol.xvi.  jVLt  1790*  *  turbulent 
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turbulent  bat  tender  impulfe,  and  the  cohftant  fport  both  6f  his  owi 
caprice  and  that  of  the  woman  he  adores.  In  all  the  anecdotes  am4 
fictions  which  relate  to  this  romantic  affection,  which  eome  fo  fre- 
quently before  us,  the  parties  concerned  are  generally  fo  fituatcd  as 
never  to  have  any  other  bufinefs  on  their  hands.  As  it  is  fo  fruitful 
a  fource  of  vexation,  this  is  a  proof  that  young  people  ought  never  to 
be  idle ;  and  that  the  beft  way  to  preferve  the  heart  at  liberty  is  to 
keep  the  hand  engaged.  The  performance  under  conlideration  has 
fiiggefted  this  obiervation,  Here  groupes  of  characters,  in  all  other 
fefpecls  amiable  and  worthy,  are  inceffantly  employed  in  creating 
tke  uneafinefs  of  each  other.  This  circumftance  excepted,  we  art 
•jnuch  pleaTed  with  the  novel.  It  is  much  above  mediocrity*  and 
difcoYers  great  knowledge  of  the  human  heart.  The  language  is  efci 
giant,  and  the  fentiments  perfectly  juft  and  natural.  There  is  4 
fprightlinefs  in  the  dialogue  and  converfation  pieces,  in  which  it 
abounds,  that  is  every  where  new  and  finking.  The  whole  is  a  de* 
pneation  of  the  tender  paffions»  but  without  any'of  that  foft  nonfefrffc 
fo  fickening  in  this  fpecies  of  writing.  It  is  the  work  of  a  mafter, 
wild  bear  repeated  perufals,  and  the  moral  certainly  well  deferves  the 
{erious  cohfideration  of  the  young  of  both  fexes. 

A*t.  16.     OfaaU-Cafth ;  or,  Memoirs  of  Lady  Sopbi*  Woodwilk. 
*A  NvdeK     iamo.    2  vols.   6s.    Hookham.     London,  1790. 

Thefe  Memoirs  are  very  poor  indeed.  The  tale  is  the  trite  one  of 
two  young  people  conceiving  a  romantic  paflion  for  each  other, 
which,  after  much  vexation  and  apprehenfion,  is  crowned  with  the, 
ufbal  fticcefs.  But  what  entertainment  the  public  can  be  fuppofed 
to  derive  frdm  the  fmall  talk  of  lovers>  what  pleafure  the  writing 
of  fuch  common- place  can  afford  the  author,  and  how  the  readers, 
be  their  tafte  what  it  may,  can  be  recompenfed  for  their  wafte  Of 
time  in  the  perufal,  we  aie  utterly  at  a  lofs  to  comprehend. 

Art.  *7«     Heerfort  and  Clara*     From  the  German,     izriio.    3  volfc. 
os.    Jtobinfons.    London,  1790. 

WaHemar,  the  father  oSF  our  heroine,  is  reduced,  by  the  profa- 
fion  of  a  fafhionable  wire  and  his  own  Kberality,  from  affluent  cir- 
cumftances  to  bare  competence,  and  by  that  means  impelled  to 
abandon  the  fplendid  circles  of  high  life,  and  aflbciate  with  parfbns^ 
farmers,  and  peafants,  iri  an  old  family  man fion,  which  hehadfaved 
from  the  wreck  of  his  fortune;.  In  this  retirement  Heerfort,  ji 
young  man  of  liberal  accompliftiments,  an  orphan  without  fortune, 
.and  a  nephew  of  Waldemars,  is  invited,  on  his  leaving  the  uni- 
versity, to  fpend  a  few>  months,  Here,  as  might  naturally  be  ex- 
pected, an  attachment  commences  Between  Heerfort  and  Clara.  This 
young  lacjy  had  an  only  brother,  who,  unfortunately  for  her,  was  a 
ielfifh,,  unfeeling  character,  and  his  mother's  Favourite.  At  his  in- 
ligation,  and  to  fecure  for  him  tfho  had'  but  juft  got  a  commiffion 
fn  the  army,  the  Whole  of  fcis  fatnePs  fortune,  his  mother  had  the 
ctuelty  and  addrefs  to  irivel£fe  and  {hut  her  daughter  up  in  a  con- 
Vent,  unknown  both  to  the  father  and  lover.  After  grappling-,  how- 
ever, wi&  enporfclfeled  fcard&ips  &nd  ^appointments,  flecrfdrtani 

Ckra 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


/ 


Month*,*  Catalogue.    Mifcelbneous,  67 

Clara  recover  each  other,  are  married,  and  made  happy.  The  fcenes 
throughout  the  piece  are  numerous  and  variegated,  fometimes  inte- 
reiting,  bat  ofterier  too  romantic  to  be  probable.  The  work  difco- 
vers  abundant  genius,  but  it  is  ftrangely  mifapplied  in  creating  fuch  a 
v  world  of  fictitious,  where  there  is  fo  much  real  mifchief. 

-  Art.  18.  Letters  on  the  Works  and  Character  of  J.  J.  Rovjeau.  By 
Mademoifelle  Necker,  Baronefs  de  StaeL  Tranflated from  lb*  French. 
i2ino.  3s.    Robinibns.    London,  1790. 

This  is  a  curious  literary  phenomenon.  The  great  founder  of  the 
French  revolution,  whofe  writings  have  fhed'a  luftre  on  the  eighteenth, 
xentury,  is  here  celebrated  in  the  higheft  ftrain  of  panegyric  by  the 
daughter  of  the  very  man  who  has  been  the  chief  and  immediate 
agent  in  accomplifhing  this  wonderful  event.  We  are  forry  the  , 
tranflation  is  not  more  elegant  and  precife.  The  meaning,  wherever 
clearly  comprehended,  is  ftriking  and  impreffive.  Poor  Roufleau, 
with  all  his  penetration,  little  forefaw  that  his  eulogy  would  be  pro-  . 
nouhced  by  a  lady,  and  that  this  juftice  would  be  done  to  his  memory 
in  the  very  era  when  the  fentiments  he  infpired  had  produced  their 
full  effe&  on  a  whole  nation,  and  a  nation  the  moft  enlightened* 

AaT.  19.     The  Slave  ofPaffton ;  or,  The  Fruits  ofWerter.   A  Novel.     , 
iimo.  2  vols.  5s.    Richardfon.    London,  1790. 

Much  as  we  diflike  imitations,  this  obvious  copy  of  a  very  beauti- 
ful and  interesting  performance  is  not  without  its  charms.  There  is 
nature  and  npvelty  enough  in  thefe  volumes  to  reward,  a  perufal.  We 
are  not  fure,  however,  that  the  author's  laudable  intention  of  defeat- 
ing the  effeA  of  Werter's  principles  will  be  anfwered  by  the  means 
he  adopts.  The  ftory  is  fhort  and  fimple.  A  young  man  falls  in 
love,  and  is  informed  that  his  miftrefs  deceives  him  and  marries  his 
rival.  This  news  determines  him  to  (hoot  himfelf ;  and  he  juftifies 
the  rath  refolution  by  all  the  ftale  reafoning  that  has  been  proftituted 
in  fupport  of  fuicide.  His  friend  refutes  all  his  arguments,  and 
thofe  of  Werter,  and  reconciles  him  to  the  fituatkm  he  had  thus  pur- 
pofed  to  abandon.  He  afterwards  obtains  all  his  wifhes.  This  is 
not  enough  to  repel  the  fafcinations  of  Werter's  example  and  ideas. 
His  libertine  principles  and  refined  paflions,  fo  delicately  and  clafii- 
cally  defcribed,  have  a  charm  which  few  young  minds  can  refill.  This 
attempt  is  at  the  fame  time  not  without  merit,  and  may  not  be  with- 
out eiFe&  on.  fome  weak  or  fufceptible  hearts. 

Art.  20.    Raynsford  Park.  A  Novel.  i2mo.  4  vols,  1,2s.  Keariley. 
London,  1790. 

This  novel  we  have  perufed  with  more  pleafure  than  we  generally 
derive  from  fimilar  performances,  which  are  every  day  publifhed,  and 
which  bur  duty  obliges  us  to  examine.  The  author  has  chofen  to 
relate,  his  ftory  in  the  form  of  letters^  a  method  of  writing  which, 
though  much  hackneyed,  he  has  adopted  with  tolerable  fuccefs.  The 
language  is  eafy,  and,  in  fome  pafiages,  not  without  elegance.  The 
narrative  is  in  general  pleafing,  and  fufficiently  interefting.  The 
Sentiments,  wherever  we  meet  with  them,  are  juft;  and  the  moral 
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tendency  of  the  work  feems  unexceptionable.  The  bad  are  punifhtd 
in  the  profecution  of  their  crimes,  while. the  good,  by  their  adherence 
to  a  virtuous  line  of  conduit,  are  rendered  defcrvedly  happy.  We 
might  prefent  our  readers  with  an  abftract  of  the  ftory,  but  befides 
the  difficulty  of  analyfrngja^work  of  this  fort,  we  are  aware  how  little 
fatisfaltion  is  to  be  derived  from  a  bare  narrative,  deprived  of  all 
the  circumftances  which  give  it  grace,  and  of  all  the  epifbdes  by 
.  which  it  is  enlivened.  We  refer  our  readers,  therefore,  for  a  full 
gratification  of  their  curiofity  to  the  work  itfelf,  from  which  wc  may 
venture  to  promife  them,  at  a  leifure  hpur,  no  unfuitable  enter- 
tainment. 

Art.  21.  Painting  perfonifed;  or>  The  Caricature  and  fentimental 
Piclures  of  the  principal  Artifis  of  the  prefent  Times  fancifully  ex- 
plained. By  Alexander  Bic  knell y  Efq.  l  z mo.  z  vols.  6s.  boards. 
Baldwin,     London,  1790. 

We  have  no  other  objection  to  this  fanciful  and  arbitrary  mode  of 
Interpreting  or  accommodating  our  belt  paintings  than  the  fanftion  it 
may  afford  to  licentious  comment,  violent  conftruftion,  or  imperti- 
nent and  invidious  application.  Genuine  fatire  is  indignant  but 
martly,  and  fcOrns  to  hurt  her  vengeance  as  reptiles  fpit  their  venom. 
Her  accufations  are  fair  and  well-founded.  It  is  no  part  of  hej  cha- 
racter to  hint  a  fault,  or  hefitate  diflike,  to  wound  in  a  mafk,  or.  to 
aflume,  on  any  pretence,  the  infidious  obliquity  of  (lander.  Thefe 
imputations  are,  however,  no  otherwife  connected  with  the  perform- 
ance before  us,  than  that  it  fets  an  example  which  may  be  thus  pro- 
ftituted.  The  idea,  apart  from  this  inconvenience,  is  certainly  capa- 
ble of  great  improvement.  It  may  be  rendered,  by  due  cultivation;  a 
fource  of  much  harmless  and  irreproachable  amufement.  And  it  has 
fuggefted  to  our  author  many  obfervations  of  high  .importance,  as 
well  as  various  beautiful  anecdotes  and  tales,  which  may  be  ufeful 
in  the  conduct  of  life. 

Art.  22.  Monmouth ;  a  Tale  fbunded  on  hiflorical  F&Sls.  By  Anna, 
Maria  Johnfon,  Author  of  Califta,  a  No<vel> *  feV.  i2mo.  3  vols. 
7s.  6d.  fewed.     Lane.     London;  1790. 

The  ftory  of  the  unfortunate  Duke  of  Monmouth,  who  loft  his, 
Jife  in  afpiring  to  the  throne,  is  here  prefented  to  the  public  in  the 
form  of  an  hiltoric  tale.  There  are,  no  doubt,  aife&ing  circum- 
ftances in  the  hiftory  and  fate  of  that  noblemau.  With  thefe,  aided 
by  fiction,  our  author  has  attempted  to  iritereft  the  feelings  of  her 
readers,  while  fbe  has  not  failed  properly  to  mark  that  fatal  ambi- 
tion which  prompted  her  hero  to  attempts  beyond  his  ftrength,  and 
to  which  he  owed  his  fall.  The  ftyle  is  not  always  accurate  ;'  and, 
from  a  continued  affectation  of  high-founding  words,  the  perform- 
ance runs  frequently  into  bom  bait.  Other  defects  may  be  pointed 
out;  but  regard  to  a  fair  author  foftens  the  feverity  of  criticifm,  and 
we  recommend  her  production  as  entitled  to  fome  fhare  of  appro- 
bation. 
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Aut.  23.  AkenevoteM  Epifile  to  Syhanus  Urban]  alias  Mafter  John 
Nicbo/jf .  Printer,  Common  Councilman  of  Farringdon  Ward,  and 
Cenfor -General  of  Literature ;  not  forgetting  Majler  William  Hay  ley* 
Yo  which  is  added  an  Elegy  to  Apollo ;  alfo,  Sir  jofeph  Banks  and  the  *\ 

boiled  Fleas ,  an  Ode.  By  Peter  Pindar,  Efj.    ^to.  2  s.  6d.  JCearfley.  / 

London,  1790. 

Art.  24.  A  Rowland  fir  an  Oliver ;  or,  A  poetical  Anfwer  to  the 
Benevolent  Epifile  of  Mr.  Peter  Pindar.  Alfo  the  Manufcrjpt  Songs, 
Odes,  Letters,  &c.&c.  of  the  above  Mr.  Peter  Pindar,  now  fir  ft  pub* 
lijbed  by  Syl*vanus Urban.     4to.2s.6d.  Kearfley.  London,  1790. 

The  connexion  of  thefe  two  publications  leads  us  to  place  them 
before  the  reader  in  one  article.  What  has  expofed  the  editor  of  the 
Gentleman's  Magazine  to  the  laugh  of  the  laughter- loving  Peter,  we 
know  not;  all  we  know  is,  that  his  mufe,  like  death,  knows  no  dis- 
tinctions, but  indifferently  attacks  monarch*  and  reviewers,  poets  and 
their  printers.  In  the  Benevolent  ppiftle,  as  in  all  his  other  pieces, 
the  poet  does  not  confine  hijnfelf  to  the  oftenfible  fubject ;  his  frifky 
Pegafus  difdains  to  jogg  on  iiraight  forward ;  he  is  every  moment  . 
bounding  a  fide,  and  jerking  out  his  heels  at  all  who  come  in  his  way. 
Hence,  befides  Sylvanus  Urban,  the  chief  figure  in  the  exhibition,  a 
multifarious  group  of  other  perfonages  is  introduced. 

We  have  had  fuch  frequent  opportunities  of  giving  our  fentiments 
on  the  prodn&ions  of  this  fingular  bard,  that  it  is  at  prefent  needlefs 
10  fay  more  than  that  he  preferves  all  his  former  fpirit ;  that  the 
reader  who  was  before  entertained,  will  be  entertained  ft  ill.  As  a 
proof  of  this,  we  produce  the  following  fhort  ftory  from  the  Ode 
fo  Sir  Jofeph  Banks ; 

*  One  morning,  at  his  houfe  in  Soho- Square, 
As  with  a  folemn,  awe-infpiring  air, 

Amidft  fome  royal  fycophants  he  fat; 
Moft  manfully  their  mafticators  ufing, 
ftloft  pleafantly  their  greafy  mouths  amufing 

With  coffee,  butter'd  toaft,  and  birds-neft  chat; 

In  Jonas  Dryander,  the  fav'rite,  came, 
Who  manufactures  all  Sir  Jofeph's  fame — 

«  What  luck?*  Sir  Jofeph  bawl'd— «  fay,  Jonas,  fay>-~ 
c  I've  boil'd  juft  fifteen  hundred* — Jonas  whin'd-*- 

*  The  dev'l  a  one  change  colour  cou'd  1  find*~- 

Intelligence  creating  dire  difmay ! 

Then  Jonas  curs'd,  with  many  a  wicked  wifh, 

Then  fliow'd  the  ftubborn  fleas  upon  a  diih. 

9  How!'  roar'4  the  prefident,  and  backward  fell— 

*  Theregoes,  then,  my  hypothefis  to  hell!> — 
And  now  his  head  in  deep  defpair  he  fhook  ; 

Now  cios'd  his  eyes,  and  now  upon  his  breaft 
He  mutt 'ring  dropp'd  his  fable  beard  unbleft ; 
Now  twirl'd  his  thumbs,  and  groan'd  with,  piteous  look. 
I  E  }  Dread-. 
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Dread-ftruck  flit  Aubert,  Blagdon,  Planta,  Woide, 
Whofe  jaw-bone?  in  the  mumbling  trade  employed, 

Half  opcn'd,  gap'd,  in  fudden  flufvr  loft; 
Whiift  from  the  mouth  of  ev'ry  gaping  man, 
In  mazy  rill  the  cream-clad  coffee  ran, 

Supporting  dainty  bits  of  butter'd  toaft. 

Now  gaining  fpeech,  the  parafitic  crowd 
Leap'd  up  and  roared  in  unifon  aloud : 

*  Heav'nsl  what's  the  matter?  dear  Sir  Jofeph, pray?* 
Dumb  to  their  queftions  the  great  man  remain'd: 

The  knight,  deep  pond'ring,  nought  vouchfaf  'd  to  fay  2 
Again  the  gentlemen  their  yokes  ftrain'd ; 
Sudden  the  president  ot  flies,  fo  fad, 
Strides  round  the  room  with  difappointment  mad, 

Whiift  ev'ry  eye  enlarg'd  with  wonder  rolls ; 
And  now  hit  head  againft  the  wainfcot  leaning, 

*  Since  you  muft  know,  mufi  know  (he  figh'd)  the  meaning, 

'  Fleas  are  not  lobfters,  d-mn  their  fouls/ 

J  Though  €  A  Rowland  for  an  Oliver'  does  not  appear  under  the 
fignaturc  of  Peter  Pindar,  yet  the  internal  evidence  is  fo  ftrong,  that 
we  do  not  hefitate  to  place  it  to  his  account.  Here  Peter,  under  the 
femblance  of  abufing  himfelf,  endeavours  to  hold  up  his  opponent 
to  ridicule.  The  publication  moftly  confifts  of  various  (hort  poem* 
on  different  fubje&s,  which,  in  the  way  they  are  introduced,  anfwe* 
his  purpofe  againft  Sylvanus  Urban;  and  at  the  fame  time  fhew  his 
ingenuity  in  competing  a  fort  of  whole  out  of  detached  {craps,  and 

_  thus  turning  to  advantage  what  lay  ufelefs  by  him*  In  the  following 
Ode  to  Fortune  the  author  is  in  every  refpeft  himfelf: 

«  Ah !  loit'ring  Fortune,  thou  art  come  too  late : 
Ah !  wherefore  give  me  not  thy  {miles  before, 
When  all  my  youthful  paffions  in  a  roar, 

Rare  hunters,  fearlefs  leap'd  each  five-bar  gate  f 

Unknown  by  thee,  how  often  did  I  meet 
The  lovelieft  forms  of  nature  in  the  ftreet* 

The  fair,  the  black,  and  lafting  brown ! 
And,  whiift  their  charms  enrapturM  I  furveyed, 
This  pretty  legend  on  their  lips  I  read—  \ 

«  KifTes,  O  gentle  fhepherd !  for  a  crown.9 

How  oft  I  look'd,  and  ngh'd,  and  look'4  agen, 

Upon  the  cliarms  of  ev'ry  Phillis ! 
How  wifh'd  myfelf  a  cock,  and  her  a  hen, 
%  To  crop  at  once  her  rofes  and  her  lilies  I 

-     Indeed  not  only  without  paying— 

But  for  her  liberty  without  once  fraying.  * 

*  At  OtaheiteY  I  have  faid  with  tears, 
*  No  gentleman  a'lail  fo  horrid  fears 

•For 
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*  For  taking  liberties  with  laffes : 

*  Soon  as  they  heard  how  I^ove  in  England  far'd, 
€  The  glorious  Otaheitans  all  were  fear 'd, 

*  And  call'd  us  Englifhmen  a  pack  of  alTes.— 

€  $qt  they,  indeed,  are  heathens— have  no  foul* 
9  £ut  filch  as  mud  be  fied  on  burning  coals. 

*  But  I'm  a  Chriftian,  and  abhqr  a  rape : 

*  Yet  if  a  lafs  wouldyfr/Zher  lean  and  fat, 

*  I'm  not  fo  great  an  enemy  to  th^t— 

*  Though  that  might  whelp  a  little  kind  of  fcrapej 

*  Since  'tis  believ'd  that  fimple  fornication 

c  JVJay  ftep  between  a  man  and  his  falvation.' 

Damn'd  Fortune !  thus  to  make  me  groan ! 

To  offer  now  thy  mining  pieces — 
For  i&w  my  paffions  ali'are  flown, 

Gone  to  my  nephews  and  my  nieces.1 

.  In  a  no$e  at  the  end  of  the  Benevojent  EpifHe,  Peter  has  replied 
tp  an  ol|jec\ion  we  ha^  made  to  his  putting  fo  many  oaths  into  the 
mouth  pf  the  Prefident  of  t^e  Royal  Society.  If  what  hie  fays  bje 
true,  the  reafon  he  gives  is  certainly  fatisfaftory;  for  poets,  as  wejl 
as  painters,  (Jiould  atyays  preferve  the  efftum*. 

4*T.  a  J.  x  Ef\ftola  'Macaronic a  ad  Fratrem  de  its  qua  gefta  funt^iti 
nupwo  Dijfentivm  con<ventu  Landini  habito  Prid.  Id.  Febr.  1790. 
I*ondon :  printed  for  J.  Johnfon,  St.  Paul's  Church-yard. 

This  is  intended  as  a  humorous  defcription  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Difienters  at  their  meeting  in  February  at  the  London  Tavern* 
It  is  written  in  Macaronic  yerfe ;  that  is  to  fay,  in  Latin  Hexame- 
ters, but  fo  as  to  admit  ocean* onaljy  vernacular  words,  either \in  their 
native  fornvor  with  a  Latin  inflection.  <  Shop  Id  any  cjaflicai 
4  fcholar,'  fays  the  author,  *  find  but  hajf  the  pleafure  in  reading 
-*  this  piece  which  I  experienced  in  compqfing  it,  he  will  fay  with 
$  honeft  Humphry  Clinker,  For  what  we  have  received,  Lord  majce 
*  us  thankful*'  Whether  from  the  lamenefs  pf  the  fatire,  or  tjip 
•mode  in  which  it  is  conveyed,  having,  as  Reviewers,  experience^ 
very  little  pleafure  in  the  perufal,  we  cannot  fay,  Amen.  We  leave, 
therefore,  the  author  to  enjoy  his  pleafure  undivided. 

medical* 

Art.  26.  Reports  of  the  Humane  Society  ;  with  an  Appendix  of  Mif 
cellaneous  Otfenvations  on  the  8ubje&  of  Sujpended  Animation.  For 
the  Tears  1 787,  1788,  1780.  8vo.  5s.  boards.  Printed  for  the 
Society,  and  fold  by  Cadell.     London,  1790. 

The  advantages  de/fved  to  the  public  from  the*  benevolent  efforts 
fif  this  inflitufion  become  eyery  day  more  conspicuous.  The  volume 
J»ow  before  us  contains  the  Repqrts,x&c.  of  the  Royal  Humane  So- 
ciety fat  tjie  years  1787,  1788,  and^^;  in  ly^teb  we  -meet  with 
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numerous  proofs  of  the  recovery  not  only  of  perfons  apparently 
dead  from  drowning,  but  of  others  who  have  been  reduced  to  a 
fimilar  iituation  by  various  accidents.  Among  the  latter  is  the  fol-, 
lowing  extraordinary  cafe : 

K  William  Bolton,  a  young  man,  imprudently  laid  himfelf  down 
to  fleep,  clofe  to  a  burning  brick-kiln,  on  Saturday  night  laft. 
About  five  o'clock  the  next  morning,  as  fome  men  were  pafling  by 

,  the  place,  their  attention  was  drawn  by  a  noife  which  appeared  like 
fome  perfon  in  great  pain ;  upn  looking  about  they  perceived  a  man, 
who  they  concluded  was  dying;  but,  in  hopes  of  preventing  his 
death,  they  warned  him  with  cold  water ;  this  not  proving  fuccefsful, 
they  conveyed  him  to  the  neareft  public-houfe,  and  immediately  fent 
to  Mr.  Shirley  for  afliftance.  At  my  arrival  I  found  him  without 
figns  of  life ;  his  extremities  were  quite  cold,  there  was  no  pulfe. 
I  immediately  ufed  fri&ion,  in  conjunction  with  fumigation,  &c.  and 
fortunately  the  brick-kiln  being  near  I  readily  procured  warm 
bricks,  which  I  applied  to  the  foles  of  the  feet,  and  other  different 
pajrts  of  the  body ;  after  perfevering  in  this  manner  about  twenty 
minutes,  I  was  pleafed  to  find  a  ipafmodic  affection  of  the  lower 
jaw,  which  foon  after  became  general.  With  a  view  of  exciting  fur* 
ther  ftimulus,  I  got  a  little  brandy  into  his  mouth,  which  foon  had 
the  defired  effect  by  producing  a  cough.  After  a  continuance  of  the 
above  means  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  the  warmth  of  the  extre- 
mities returned.  It  may  be  neceflary  to  add,  that  he  could  net  be 
made  fenfible  for  fome  hours  after;  but  when  his  fenfes  returned, 

lie  had  no  other  ferious  complaint  than  a  pain  in  the  head,  and 
great  debility.  >Upon  my  fecond  vifit  to  him,  to  my  agreeable  fur- 
prife  I  found  him  employed  with  a  bafon  of  foup ;  and  he  has  con- 
tinued well  ever  fince.'  * 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  fpecify  the  cafes  of  this  kind  which  occur 
in  the  collection ;  and  we  need  not  add,  that  they  are  authenticated 
by  unqueilionable  evidence.  Many  valuable  remarks  and  directions, 
relative  to  fufpended  animation  and  the  means  of  reftoring  it,  are 
interfperfed  with  the  narrative.  The  whole,  we  acknowledge  with 
great  pleafure,  forms  an  additional  mbnument  of  the  extraordinary 
zeal,  munificence,  and  attention,  of  this  truly  humane  and  highly 
meritorious  fociety,  which  we  are  happy  to  fee  fo  ardently  perfe- 

,vering,  and  fo  peculiarly  profperous. 

DIVINITY. 

Art.  27.  A  Vindication  of  the  Pre-exiftence  of  Chrifl,  confidered  in  * 
fraflical  Vie-w.  Humbly  recommended  to  the  Attention  of  the  Serious. 
By  Jofeph  fcornijh.  Small  8vo.  is.  Taunton:  printed  for  Taulmia  ; 
Kobinfons,  London.     179c. 

We  are  much  pleafed  to  fee  a  rational  performance  on  the  fubjeel 
of  the  pre-exiftence  coming  from  the  pen  of  one  of  thofe  Christian 
divines  ufually  called  rational  diflenters.  The  author  treats  his  bre- 
thren of  a  different  perfuaiion  with  much  candour,  but  infifts  on  the 
various  inconveniencies  attending  the  preferit  mode  of  funplifying 
.religion,  not  only  from  the  frequent  neceffir   it  impofes  of  ftraking 
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feme  of  the  mod  pointed  expreflions  of  fcrlpture,  bui  from  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  leflens  the  dignity  of  our  Saviour's  character,  and  the 
merit  of  his  various  fufferings  and '  humiliation.  We  fhall  not  in- 
trude on  our  readers  any  long  critique  on  a  fubjecl  fo  hacknied ;  but 
we  earnedly  recommend  the.  peruial  of.  the  work  to  all  fnch  of  our 
readers  as  wifli  for  an  impartial  datement  of  this  important  queftion. 

Art.  28.     Theological  Effays  on  the  Wifdom  and  Goodne/s  of  God  foe* 
and  read  in  the  Procefs  and  Operations  of  Vegetable  Nature.    By  £4- 
.    muel  Sanders.     8vo.  5s.     Dilly.     London,  1790. 

This  performance  is  not  intended  for  gratifying  the  curious  or 
fpeculative,  but  for  the  affidance  and  confolation  of  pious  and  welU 
difpofed  minds.  And,  notwithdanding  a  dafti  of  puritan ifm  which 
tinges  the  whole,  the  author  feems  (b  much  in  earned,  and  breathe* 
fuch  a  fpirit  of  benevolence  and  devotion,  as  may  render  his  publi- 
cation in  fome  degree  ufeful  to  many  readers. 

Art.  29.  A  Hint  of  Advice.  AddreJJed  to  the  Proteflant  Difenters  §m 
a  late  Decifion  in  the  Honourable  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  a  Motiom 
for  a  Repeal  of  the  Teft  and  Corporation  A8s.  8vo.  6d.  Johnfon. 
London,  1790.  \ 

The  fpirit  and  objeft  of  this  little  fhrewd  performance  may  be  ga- 
thered from  the  following  paflage :  '  And  though  a  certain  miniiier 
of  date  may  have  fomewhat  difappointed  your  fanguine  hopes ; 
may  have  fhrunk  back  from  that  parliamentary  reform  which  gave 
birth  to  his  popular  fame ;  may  have  forwarded  a  fydem  unfriendly 
to  the  dear  and  mod  ancient  rights  of  ^our  country ;  and  in  the  late 
debate  advanced  principles  which,  by  fair  deduction,  would  judify 
perfection  in  all  its  dreadful  forms  ;  withhold  from  him  no  part  of 
that  honour  which  is  his  due ;  and  look  forward  to  the  tjime  when 
years  (hall  have  matured  his  underftandmg ;  when  the  hidory  of4 
Britain  (hall  be  more  familiar  to  him ;  when  he  will  be  better  ac- 

?[uainted  with  the  principles,  fpirit,  and  conduct,  of  his  fellow* 
iibjecls  of  different  descriptions  ;  when  his  name  will  be  his  mo- 
nitor ;  and  the  foul  of  his  great  father  ftir  within  him.' 
In  this  fly  and  oblique  manner  is  the  minifter's  principles  and  con- 
duct traduced,  merely  becaufe  he  would  not  be  the  dupe  of  a  party 
whofe  fecular  ambition  fo  lately  menaced  the  conftitution  cf  their 
country. 

Art.  30. *  Two  Charges  delivertd  to  the  Clergy  of  the  Archdeaconry 
ofteicefier,  in  the  Tear  1786  and  1 7 87.  By  the  Rev.  Andrew  Bur- 
uaby,  D.  D.  Vicar  of  Greenwich  and  Archdeacon  ofLeicef.er.  8vo. 
is.     Payne.    London,  1790. 

Thefe  difcourfes  are  well  calculated  to  fupport  our  prefent  religious 
eftablifhment,  by  cherifhing  and  ftrengthering  the  attachment  of  it* 
members.  The  chief  argument  here  dated  and  urged  is,  that  we 
ought  to  guard  againd  the  encroachments  of  feclaries  in  proportion 
to  our  confidence  in  their  fincerity.  And  we  heartily  agree  with  the 
reverend  author  that  if  they  are  not  fincere  they  have  no  occafion  to 
aflt  relief.  As  literary  performances,  thefe  charges  are  highly 
refpe&at>le. 
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For    the    ENGLISH    REFlEtf. 

NATIONAL       AFFAIRS 

For      JUL  Y,       1790? 

npHE  grand  Festival  in  France,  which  commemorated 
-■"  and  confirmed  the  revolution  in  July  1789,  conducted  with 
the  nobleft  propriety,  and  concluded  with  harmony  and  univerfal 
philanthropy,  is  the  object  which  occupies  the  foreground,  an4 
throws  even  wars  and  rumours  of  war  far  behind,  in  the  per-* 
fpe&ive  of  July  1790.  Whether  fo  great  a  number  of  people, 
were  ever  aflembled  together,  on  any  pccafion,  in  any  coun- 
try, as  were  convened  in  the  Campus  Martins  of  the  Franco- 
Galli  on  the  14th  ult.  is  a  point  that  may,  perhaps,  admit 
of  difpute  \  but  that  hiftory  does  not  record  an  affociatiOn  at 
once  fo  numerous  and  fo  refpe&able,  is  incontrovertible;  for 
never  did  any  aflembly  unite  with  fuch  numbers  and  ftrength^ 
fo  much  knowledge,  humanity,  and  patriotic  virtue.  The  order 
and  decorum  that  reigned  throughout  the  whole  folemnities  of 
that  day,  and  which  cpnfociated  fuch  multitudes  in  a  participation 
of  the  fajne  fpe&acle,  the  fame  fentiments,  and  the  fame  vows, 
may  be  coniidered  as  the  counterpart  of  that  capacious,  ardent* 
and  indefatigable  (pint  which,  by  fo  many  calculations  and  com- 
binations, and  through  fo  many  difficulties  and  dangers,  ftruck 
light  out  of  darknefs,  brought  order  out  of  confufion,  fubverted 
the  throne  of  defpotifm,  ere&ed  the  ftandard  of  liberty,  reftored 
the  rights  of  human  nature  to  the  loweft  of  the  people,  emanci- 
pated them  from  the  abje£fc  condition  of  Haves,  and  gave  theoi 
to  tafte  the  dignity  of  legiflators,  princes,  and  kings !  Thefe 
^re  the  effefts  of  progreffive  knowledge,  which,  among  the  pre- 
cious fruits  of  experience,  numbers  the  blefled  effeas  of  po- 
litical representation  the  grand  arcanum  and  fpring  of 
modern  liberty,  which  is  not  confined,  as  in  ancient  times,  to 
a  few  citizens  and  heads  of  families  and  tribes,  but  (nines,  like 
the  fun,  on  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor. 

In  calling  a  fummary  glance  over  the  hiftory  of  nations, 
the  grand  feftival  of  France  is  aflociated  in  imagination  with 
public  triumphs  and  feafts  in  honour  of  the  gods*  And,  among 
thofe  feafts,  that  with  which  it  is  conneSed  in  the  livelieft  man- 
ner, and  by  the  moft  points  of  refemblance,  is  the  famous 
Saturnalia*  which  had  a  reference  to  the;  golden  age,  and  by 
cancelling,  for  a  time,  all  diftin&ion  of  ranks,  even  that  of 
Hmftcr  and  Have  not  excepted,  recalled  to  the  mind  the  original 
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equality  of  mankind-   But  whereas  liberty  among  the  poor  flares 
of  antiquity  laded  but  for  a  few  days  in  the  year,  liberty  in 
France,  there  is  every  reafon  to  prefage,  will  be  permanent. 
Before    the   late    folemn    confederation,    the    friends    of   ty- 
ranny  were  not  without  their  hopes,  nor  its  foes  without  their 
fears,.     But  where  is  the  man,  or  clafs  of  men,  after  what  hag 
parted  in  the  Campus  Martins,  that  will  now  dare  to  plot,  or  ta 
think  of  a  counter-revolution  f    All  that  is  refpeftable  in  Franc* 
has  acceded  to  the  new  government  ;  every  municipality,  diftri<9^ 
.  and  department;  every  clafs  and  denomination  of  men;  hufband-* 
men,  manufa&urers,  and  merchants ;  land-proprietors,  foldiers, 
and  clergy;  princes  of  the  bloocl,  officers  of  ftate,  and  the  king,* 
The  great  actors  in  that  political  drama  which  excites  the  ad- 
miration of  the  world  have,  with  equal  prudence  and  patriotifm, 
involved  the  whole  of  their  countrymen  in  the  merit  and  in  the 
danger  of  forming  a  new  conftitution ;  or  rather,  they  have 
wholly  excluded  danger  to  individuals  by  rendering  that  confti* 
tution  the  work  of  the  whole  nation.     Were  it  poffible  that  all 
things  fhould  again  be  thrown  into  confurton,  nothing  would 
remain  but  a  fearful  and  certain  expe&ation  of  defpotifm  in  all 
its  horrors ;  defpotifin  aggravated  by  the  remembrance  of  recent 
affront  and  degradation,  and  the  dread  of  fome  latent  fparks  of 
liberty.     No  room   would  remain  for   negociation  after  the 
violation   of  a  compafl:  ratified  by  the  oaths   of  king  an4 
people  in  the  fight  of  God  and  man.     The  fword  would  not  be 
(heathed  till  wearied  of  fliedding  blood,  and  the  abomination  of 
defolation  had  made  room  for  the  folitary  throne  of  a  tyrant.     It 
would  be  vaiii  now  to  think  of  reftoring  monarchy  with  fewer 
limitations,  even  were  it  certain  that  monarchy  lefs  limited  i$ 
better  than  the  republican  conftitution  now  formally  efta* 
hlifhed.     For  if  no  dependence  is  to  be  placed  on  promifes  an4 
oaths,  if  all  faith  between  man  and  man  be  deftroyeriV  every  law 
is  excluded  but  that  of  brutal  force  and  violence.     The  French 
nation  is  too  enlightened  not  to, be  fenfible  of  this,  and  to  cheriffi 
the  exifting  conftitution,  and  mature  it  by  degrees  into  greater 
arffl  greater  perfe&iori,  as  the  only  alternative  with  defpotifm,  by 
fo  much  worfe  than  Afiatic  that  there  is  greater  vigour  of  mind 
in  Europe  than  in  Afia.     Nor  will  it  be  a  verjt  difficult  matter, 
the  grand  principle  and  preliminaries  being  fettled,  to  adjuft  va- 
rious particulars  that  mu(l  no  doubt,   from  time  to  time,  as 
they  occur,  be  taken  into  cortfideration,  and  provided  for  in  the 
new  political  fabric.    If  the  keel  of  the  veffel  has  been  lai4 
down  in  a  ftorm,  flie  may  well  be  decked,  rigged,  and  orna* 
mented  in  fair  weather. 

It  would  carry  us  far  beyond  our  bounds  Jo  enter  into  tha^  un- 
bounded field  of  anticipation  andconjedure  which  the  revolution 
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of  France  opens  to  the  philofopher  and  the  politician.  We 
fcall  only  obferve,  in  general,  that  there  never  was  any  moral 
tranfa&ion  or  political  event  which  illuftrated,  in  fo  happy  and 
forcible  a  manner,  the  vaft  refources  of  the  human  mind.  The 
French  revolution  was  a  glorious  difplay  of  thofe  two  qualities 
which  are  the  moft  brilliant,  and  the  moft  admired  in  human 
nature,  genius  and  courage  :  genius  in  reducing  fo  many  jarring 
particulars  into  one  confiftent  whole;  and  courage  in  pulling 
down  principalities  and  powers,  and  building  them  up  again, 
though  in  a  humbler  fafhion,  in  the  noble  temple  of  freedom. 
And  here,  on  the  fubje&  of  fteady  and  heroic  courage,  were  we  to 
fingle  out  among  all  the  patriots  and  heroes  who  have  confecrated 
the  prefent  era  in  the  hiftory  of  France  to  immortal  glory,  an 
individual  worthy  of  particular  diftin£Hon,  it  would  be  Monfieur 
de  la  Fayette^  the  grand  importer  of  liberty  into  France,  equally 
intrepid  in  council  and  in  a&ion,  the  leader  of  the  military,  and, 
in  every  crifis  of  danger,  the  illuminating  foul  of  the  civil 
power. 

The  new  conftitution  of  France  is  the  fi&fr,  at  leaft  the  firfl: 
in  modern  times,  that  has  been  formed,  and  adually  carried 
into  execution,  on  principles  of  fcbftra&ed  perfe&ion.  Ideas  of 
perfeft,  or  the  moft  perfect  republ^s  that  were  practicable,  had 
■entered  but  little  into  the  plans  of  modern  legiflators,  the  moft 
enlightened  of  whom  rather  confidered  what  had  been  done  than 
What  might  be  done,  and  formed  their  institutions  not  on  princk 
pies  of  excellence  but  imitation.  Even  the  Americans  adhered 
clofely  to  the  model  of  the  parent  country.  On  this,  in  many 
inftances,  they  feem  to  have  improved :  but  ftill  it  was  this 
model,  not  that  of  abftra£ted  excellence,  that  was  the  principal 
obje£t  in  the  eye  of  the  American  legiflature,  when  they  framed 
criminal,  civil,  and  conftitutional  laws  for  the  Thirteen  United 
States. 

The  French  are  the  firft  among  modern  nations  who,  de- 
fpifing  the  vulgar  railing  againft  metaphyfical  refinement,  and 
drawing  a  bold  though  nice  line  of  diftin&ion  between  what  v^s 
difficult  and  what  impoffible,  nobly  ventured  to  raife  a  new 
conftru&ion  on  the  bafis  of  moral  re£Utude  and  the  natural 
equality  of  mankind.  Other  legiflators,  like  mariners  before 
the  difcovery  of  the  compafs,  feldom  ventured  a  leajgue  beyond 
known  (hores,  or  without  fight  of  land.  The  National  Affem- 
i>ly  of  France,  guided  by  the  polarity  of  reafon,  and  the  polar 
ftar  of  natural  equity,  have  ventured  on  the  wide  ocean  of  le- 
giflation  omthe  grand  fcale  of  a  moral  code,  and  have  fleered  at 
laft  into  a  fafe  harbour. 

From  this  great  example  we  may  afluredly  conclude  that  it  is 
in  the  power  of  nations,  as  well  as  of  individual^  to  be,  in  fome 

meafurej 
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mtafurc,  the  artificers  of  their  own  fortune.'  The  general  com- 
plaint of  the  Ihortnefs  of  life,  and  the  imbecility  of  human  na- 
ture, is  not  well  founded.  On  the  contrary,  there  is  nothing 
that  we  are  at  all  acquainted  with  fo  noble  as  the  human  mind 
in  the  whole  extent  of  nature.  And*  were  not  men  wanting  to 
themfelves,  but  would  put  forth  that  vigour  which  theyderive 
from  heaven,  they  would  not  be  more  under  the  influence  of 
Fortune  than  fortune  would  be  under  theirs ;  they  would  be  able, 
in  iome  degree,  to  regulate  futurity,  and  control  accidents* 

But  is  there  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  natural 
reftieflnefs  of  the  human  mind,  fuggefting,  without  end,  plans 
of  improvement,  and  grafping  at  imaginary  happinefc  through 
over-impatience  of  exifting  rellraints,  and  to  the  neglect  of  the 
folid  advantages  which  are  conne&ed  with  them?  Undoubtedly 
thefe  is.  But  the  beft  way  to  prevent  the  violence  of  undiftinguifh- 
ing  innovation  and  violent  revolution  certainly  is,  to  wield  the 
reins  of  government  with  moderation  and  prudence :  not  only 
to  abflain  from  the  infliftion  of  new  grievances  on  the  people, 
but,  if  poflible,  and  we  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  poUible,  to 
'alleviate  the  grievances  already  infli&ed  on  a  patient,  though 
fometimes  bluftering  people.  The  weight  of  taxation  impoied 
for  the  eftabliihment  of  a  finking-fund  fhould  immediately  be 
taken  off.  That  fund,  as  we  have  fhewn  to  the  convi&ion  of 
thoufands,  is  a  meafure  vulgar,  abfurd,  and  detrimental.  It  is 
impoifible  but  io  much  acutenefs-  and  calculation,  as  well  as 
folidity  of  underftanding,  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  Britifh  parlia- 
ment, muft  have  difcovered  the  futility  of  that  oppreflive  project 
when  the  law  was  in  agitation  that  eftablifhed  it.  But  a  ma- 
jority humoured  the  whim  of  the  minifter;  and  members  in  op- 
pofition  had  not  the  courage  to  fet  their  face  againft  the  general 
opinion  of  the  people,  with  whom  a  fum  laid  by  annually  in  a 
money-box,  however  obtained,  has  an  impofing  air,  and  who, 
unmindful  of  the  proverb  that  fufficient  to  the  day  is  the  evil 
'thereof,  vainly  hoped  to  anticipate  the  millennium,  and  to  con- 
trol futurity.  There  were  not  wanting  in  parliament  heads  that 
could  penetrate  within  the  veil  of  deluiion  5  but  they  gave  way 
to  popular  error ;  and  evenx while  they  arraigned  Mr.  Pitt's  plan 
for  reducing  the  national  debt,  propofed  other  plans,  little  lefs 
burthenfome,  for  the  fame  purpoie,  which  we  have  demonftrajted 
to  be  unneceflary  and  unwife  in  the  higheft  degree. 

Attention  on  the  part  of  adminiftra*tion  to  the  relief  of  the  lat*. 
bouring  poor,  by  diminifhing  taxes,  by  the  conftru&ion  of  roads 
and  canals,  the  improvement  of  fifheries,  wafte  lands,  &c.  is 
peculiarly  feafonable  at  a  time  when  liberty,  moderate  taxes,  the 
abolition  of  tithes,  cheap  living,  and  a  great  mate  of  land  in  the 
market,  muft  naturally  invite  manufacturers,  and  man  of  capi- 
**-■'•  tals 
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tals  which  they  wifll  to  tyrn  to  account  byhoneft  induftry,  from 
Great-Britain,  groaning  under  public  burthens,  to  France, 
breathing  the  juvenile  ardour  of  a  free  and  rifmg  republic.  It 
is,  in  truth,  emigration,  rather  than  revolution,  of  which  the 
landholders,  and  all  who  have  an  intereft  in  the  welfare  of  Bri-  - 

.  tain,  have  reafon  to  be  apprehenfive.  In  former  times,  kings 
and  bigotted  priefts  boldly  advanced  pretentions  which  alarmed 
the  people,  and  drove  them  to  combination  and  refiftance;  at 
prefent,  the  encroachments  of  minifters  are  gradual,  fly,  and  cir- 
cumventive.  In  former  times  Britain  was  the  only  fecure  afir- 
lum  \  and  the  men  who  were  driven  from  this,  wandered,  like 
the  dove  let  out  of  the  ark,  over  a  tempeftuous  ocean,  and  found 
not  any  place  to  reft  the  fole  of  his  foot.  At  prefent  France, 
and  we  will  foon  be  able  to  add,  other  free  ftates,  prefents  a 
tempting  refuge  even  for  the  opprefled  Englifhman. 

"When  we  confidered  ourfelves  as  the  natural  enemies  of 
France,  we  faw  and  we  provided  againft  our  danger.  A  nicer 
part  is  now  to  be  a&ed  by  a  Britifli  minifter.  A  competition  is 
to  be  maintained  with  France  of  another  kind ;  in  which,  if 
we  are  outdone,  France  will  become  the  great  feat  of  induftry, 
wealth,  and  power;  and,  at  peace  herfelr,  the  umpire  among 
contending  barbarians.  The  French  nation  is  governed  by  phi-* 
lofophers ;  the  Englifti  muft  be  governed  by  philofophers  alfo, 
or  be  left  far  behind  in  that  career  of  art,  which  is  now  to  be-, 
come  the  career  of  national  importance  and  glory.  Unfortu- 
nately we  have  very  few  philofophers  in  parliament,  arid,  in  the 
a&ual  adminiftration  of  the  country,  not  one.  We  readily  ad- 
mit that,  in  the  prefent  adminiftration,  there  are  men  of  found 
fenfe,  of  vigilance  and  a&ivity,  of  profeflional  (kill,  and  of  un- 
Ihaken  integrity  and  honour ;  yet  it  can  neither  be  denied  nor 
concealed  that  the  Britifli  cabinet,  conftituted  as  it  is  at  prefent, 
is  not  fitted  to  run  a  race  with  the  fublime  fpirits  that  adorn  the 
National  Affembly,  and  at  prefent  guide  the  affairs  of  France* 
For  we  aflume  as  certain,  that  although  all  hoftilities  between 
France  and  England  fliould  for  ever  ceafe,  a  rivality  of  fome 
kindj  and  in  fome  points,  muft  for  ever  remain.  France  has 
long  purfued  fchemes  of  conqueft,  and  fought  to  overawe  her 
neighbours  by  the  power  of  her  arms.  A  total  revulfion  has 
taken  place  in  the  genius  of  that  country ;  but  her  ambition  will 
ftill  remain,  though  exerted  in  another  direction.  She  will  now 
contend  for  the  primacy  among  ^nations  by  the  juftice  of  her 
laws,  the  mildnefs  of  her  government*  the  attra&ions  of  her 
arts  and  manners,  and  by  all  means  ftudy  to  allure  the  vifits  ef 

-  individuals,  and  gain  the  confidence  of  ftates  and  kingdoms,  tQ 
become  the  arbiter  as  well  as  the  admiration  and  delight  of  the 
world. 
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-  We  hold  it  as  a  maxim  that,  of  two  competitors,  die  maa 
who  is  the  moft  profound  and  comprehenfive  in  his  views,  will, 
in  the  long  run,  gain  the  advantage,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
chefs-player  is  victorious  who  enters  moft  into  the  intricacies  of 
calculation  and  combination.  He  who  a&s  on  general  princi- 
ples outftrips  at  laft  the  empiric  who  acts  merely  on  temporary 
expedients  5  for  general  principles,  which  are  ijxed  and  eternal  x 
fooner  or  later  control  the  caprices  of  humour  and  paffion,  and 
particular  accidents,  which  in  their  nature  are  tranfient.  What 
is  the  inference  to  be  drawn  from  thefe  obfervations  at  this  great 
crifis  in  the  fortune  of  nations  ?  That  the  prefent  miniftry 
fliould  give  place  to  their  political  opponents  ?  Moft  afluredly 
not ;  but  that  as  much  of  that  virtue  and  ability  which  is  feat- 
tered  in  individual  minds  as  poffible,  fhould  be  united  in  'the 
public  councils,  for  the  fafety  and  glory  of  the  empire;  for  at 
the  fame  time  that  we  deteft  and  defpife  the  political  apoftate,  wb  v 
hold  that  circumftances  may  exift  in  which  mutual  advances  may 
be  made  by  contending  parties  with  honour  5  and  we  know,  from 
the  hiftory  of  nations^  that  circumftances  have  exified  in  which 
tHe  coalition  of  oppofite  parties  ha$  faved  the  ftate,  and  been 
juftly  accounted  by  candid  hiftorians  the  greateft  effort  of  poli- 
tical wiftlom,  as  well  as  of  moral  virtue. 

IRELAND.  / 

The  decifion  of  an  Irifli  jury  refpe&ing  the  much-agitated 
fubjed  of  libels,  has  given  univerfal  fatisfa&ion  to  all  th* 
dfriends  of  liberty,  and  will  probably  draw  after  it  a  general  revolt 
fegainft Lord  Mansfield's  famous  maxim,  that  the  greater  tht 
truth  the  greater  the  libel,  in  every  part  of  the  Britifh  dominions. 
<AU  diftin&ion  between  merit  and  demerit,  all  the  power  of  vir- 
tuous emulation,  all  the  dread  of  fcorn  and  contempt,  one  of  the 
greateft  reftraints  on  bafenefs,  if  that  maxim  fliould  be  eftabliflied, 
-£nd  puflaed  to  its  full  extent,  would  be  cut  up  by  the  roots.  *  A 
?  good  name,'  fays  Solomon,  c  is  better  than  riches/  It  might 
be  fo  in  Syria ;  but  it  will  not  be  fo  in  Great-Britain  if  men  are 
not  allowed  to  judge  and  to  exprefs  their  fentitnents  concerning 
the  character  and  conduft  of  fellow-men  with  all  the  freedom 
that  may  confift  with  truth  and  juftice.  No :  on  the  contrary, 
riches  would  be  better  than  a  good  name ;  for  riches  might  pur- 
chafe  venal  praife,  and  reprefs  and  punifh  the  juft  ftri&ures  of 
indignant  vmue. 

There  is  a  degree  of  quackery  and  of  felf-importance  that  is 
incident  tor  all  profeffions  and  arts,  and  from  which  the  great  fa- 
culties of  divinity,  phyfic,  and  law,  are  not  exempted.  DivrtfiTY, 
as  the  Jefuits  have  e(pecially  proved,  draws  into  its  own  vortex: 
all  things,. human  and  divine;  phyfic,  as  we  have  lately feen* 
finds  occafions  of  mixing  and  predominating  in  political  intrigues ; 
•■•*•'  „  and 
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and  law  attempts  not  only  to  control  our  a&ions,  but  to  put  aft 
imprimatur  on  our  very  lips.  The  privilege  of  deciding  con- 
cerning the  deportment  of  our  fellow-men  is  deemed  too  impor- 
tant a  right  to  be  common  to  all  men,  and  to  lie  without  the 
cnclofure  of  the  law.  And,  as  the  do&rine  of  libels  is  vague 
and  indefinite,  it  refts  in  the  breafts  of  judges  and  juries  to  con- 
ftrue  words,  hints,  fhrugs,  and  even  filence  irielT,  into  a  libd; 
that  is,  into  an  attack,  right  or  wrong,  on  the  reputation  of  ano- 
ther 5  or,  an  obfervation,  juft  or  unjuft,  that  tends  to  leflen  it  in 
the  eye  of  the  world. — The  prcfent  miniftry  have  fet  themfelves 
againft  the  freedom  of  the  prefs  with  peculiar  afperitv.  It  is 
time  for  every  periodical  publication,  monthly,  weexly,  and 
daily,  to  make  even  ftrong  protefts  againft  this  tyranny,  and  to 
diffeminate  opinions,  the  fources  of  moral  events,  with  the  fame 
freedom  with,  which  the  winds  and  waves,  under  the  influence  of 
heaven,  fcatter  the  feeds  of  vegetation. 
The  perilous  fituation  of  the 

KINO  OF    SWEDEN 

interefts  all  neutral  nations.  The  fpirit  with  which  he  repelled 
ike  national  and  perfonal  affronts  with  which  he  was  infulted  by 
his  neighbour  Catherine,  fo  much  fuperiar  to  him  in  num- 
bers and  power,  naturally  catches  the  affeftion,  and  excites  the 
admiration,  of  mankind.  Nothing  at  prefent  appears  to  remain 
to  his  Swedifli  majefty  but  to  feize  the  firft  fair  wind,  and  fight 
his  way  through  the  Ruffian  fleet.  It  was  impolitic,  as  we 
have  formerly  obferved,  to  attach  ourfelves  to  her  enemies, 
and  to  come  almoft  to  an  open  rupture  with  Ruffia*  But 
half-meafures  are  always  pernicious ;  and,  now  thafr  we  have 
actually  exchanged  the  friendfhip  of  Ruffia  for  that  of  Sweden, 
Gustavus  is  by  all  means  to  be  fupported.  But  there  is  reafon 
to  hope  that  the  fafety  and  independence  of  Sweden,  as  well  as 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  all  the  people  in  the  Auftrian  Ne- 
therlands, will  foon  be  provided  for  by  a  general  pacification, 

TIPPOO   SAIB 

ftill  rages  in  India.  He  is  a  warrior  by  nature  and  by  habit, 
and  cannot  reft. 


To    Correspondents. 

$3*  T&e  Gentleman  who  gave  an  account  of  Mr.  VinceV  book  having 
gone  for  a  Jbort  time  abroad  is  the  reafon  nvhy  the  author  has  not  yet 
received  an  dnfwer  to  his  fecond  letter,  This  is  the  real  fate  of  the 
cafe.  But  if  Mr.  Vince  choo/es  to  appeal  to  the  public  in  fame  other 
•way,  <we  can  have  no  objeftion. 


5^»   Communications  for  The  Enclish  Review  are  requefted  to 
befent  to  Mr.  Murray,  No.  32,  Fleet-ftreet,  London;  where  Sub- 

ieOfully  defired  to  gim 
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Art.  I.     Epys  *n  the  Nature  and  Principles  of  tafle.    By  the 
Rev.  Archibald  Alifin,  LL.  B.  F.  R.  Si  Edin.  410.  16s.  boards. 
' :  Bell  and  Bradfute,  Edinburgh ;  'Robinfons,  London.  1790. 


W1 


rE  receive  a  peculiar  impulfiue  pleafure  from  the  contem- 
plation of  the  face  of  nature,  and  the  examination  of  the 
works  of  art,  which  is  afource  of  high  enjoyment  to  minds  of  a 
certain  caft.  To  analyfe  this  (pedes  of  pleafire,  to  determine 
whence  it  arifes,  is  an  undertaking  of  confideratrie  difficulty  ; 
and  foundations  of  tafte  have  of  courfe  been  laid  as  various  as 
the  talents  or  tempers  of  the  various  founders* 

From  the  ancients  we  obtain  no  afEftance  on  this  fubjeft ; 
they  give  us  authority  inftead  of  reafon.  Inftead  of  exploring 
the' fountain-head,  they  flop  (hort  at  Homer,  or  Tome  other  fa- 
vourite author  5  and  though  we  are  told  that  €*Homer  and  nature 

*  are  the  fame,'  this  does  not  advance  us  a  #ep  farther  $  we  are 
ftill  ignorant  of  what  we  wifh  to  know,  viz*  why  Homer  and 
nature  pleafe. 

*  As-  well-dire&ed  experiment  has  led  to  the  difcovery  of  truth 
in  fcience,  fo,  in  fpeculations  of  this  kind,  it  feems  to  be  the 
only  route  to  p  irfue.  A  careful  examination  of  our  ftate  of 
mind,  of  our  feeling?,  when  thofe  qualities  prefent  themfelves 
which  produce  thit  fpeeies  of  fentimental  pleafure  which, may 
be  termed  'the  -emotion  of  tafte^  appears  abfoiutely  neceflarv.  We 
mull  be  intimately  acquainted  with  the  effefts^  before  we  can 
pronounce  upon  the  caufe.   Mr.  Alifon  has  adhered  to  this  mode 

4RNG.  **V#  YQL.XJU  AUG.  ifcp*  $      f  <& 
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'  of  inveftigation ;  and  the  work  before  us  may  be  truly  called  ail 
experimental  eflay. 

The  volume  now  offered  to  the  public  Contains  only  a  part 
of  the  author's  inquiries;  his  reason  for  not  publifhing  the 
whole  is  given  in  the  concluding  fentence  of  the  introduction : 
4  But  when  I  confider  both  the  extent  and  difficulty  of  fuch  an 
*  inveftigadoiK  jnd  recoiled  the  errors  imp,  wfcictyjiiamr  greaf 
c  men  have  fallen  uppn  thefe  fubje&s,  {  pan  cply  fifiq  re£flutipi| 
1  to  prefent  the  firft  part  of  my  inquiries  to  the  public/  He 
has>  however,  laid  before  the  reader  the  whole  of  his  plan  in  the 
following  words : 

«  In  this  view  of  the  fubjeft,  a  work  intended  as  an  Inquiry  inf 
the  Nature  and  Principles  o/Tafie,m2iy  naturally  be  fuppofed  to  coniift 
of  the  following  parts,  and  to  be  conduced  in  the  following 
ttianncr : 

'  I.  The  firft  part  would  contain  an  analyfis  or  examination  of  that 
effect  which  is  produced  on  the  mind  when  thefo  emotions  are  felt  i 
and  of  their  difhn&ion  from  the  Ample  emotions  of  pleafure. 

*  II.  The  fecond  part  would  contain  an  invcftigation  of  the  nature 
of  the  qualities  that  are  fitted,  by  the  constitution  of  our  nature,  to 
produce  thcfe  emotion* ;  and  of  their  diftin&i<M?  from  the  <Jua)i£ef 
that  are  productive  pnly  of  the  fimple  emotions  of  pleaftjre. 

*  III.  The  third  part  of  fuch  a  work  would  contain  an  inveftiga- 
tion  of  the  nature  of  that  faculty  by  which  thefe  emotions  are  re- 
ceived ;  and  the  p^rfuit  of  it  would  naturally  lead  to  the  important 
inquiry,  Whether  there  is  any  ftandard  by  which  the  perfection  and 
imperfection  of  this  faculty  may  be  determined  ?  and  to  the  illuftra-  . 
tion  of  the  means  by  which  it  may  be  either  corrected  or  improved,' 

Whether  the  fubjed  be  ftri&ly  and  ^prith  propriety  fufcenti-r 
hie  of  fuch  a  diviuon,  may  perhaps  admit  of  a  doubt,  Tfc$ 
inveftigation  of  the  effe&  produced  on  the  mind  feen^  neceffariljf 
%q  include  the  inveftigation  of  the  faculty  affefted.  The  former 
H  the  only  channel  of  information  with  regard  to  the  latter ;  $#4 
the  contrary  fiippofyion  appears  tp  contain  *  metaphyfica]  irt%£. 
curacy  finaihr  to  the  ancient  id$*  of  zfybftem  ef  wkejfeb  <Jjf? 
tinft  from  the  qualities  of  which  matter  was  fopppjfcd  tp  cpnft(t< 
But  when  the  meaning  of  the  author  is  more  folly  e^l^ined, 
the  third  part  may  be  found  to  comprehend  the  coBfideratjo«  of 
various  phenomenal  which  ought  not,  in  propriety,  tP  b$  elu- 
cidated in  die  firft 

The  firft  of  theeifays  now  published  contains,  ^t.  fuJI  length 
the  fyftem  of  the  author  with  regard  to  the  origin  and  Ifttvuft  $f 
our  emotions  of  beauty  and  fuWimity. 

The  fecond  inveftigates  by  what  means,  and  to  v&at  (Jfteag 
thefe  emotions  ^re  excited  by  material  objects. 

■  /a 
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.  ^  Mr,  Alifon  afcrthes  the  emotions  trf  fidrfimity  tad  beauty  wh 
tircly  to  the  aflbciatian  af  material  with  wental  qualities.  This 
is  die  leading  {mnripie  which  pervades  the  work.  According 
to  him,  when  certain  objects  are  prefeirted  to  the  eye,  they  ex- 
cite, by  aflocfation,  a  train  of  ideas;  andthefe  ideas  areaflb- 
Ciated  with  certain  feejrags  of  the  mind^  which  conftitute  the 
emotions  of  1>eauty  and  fublimity.  Thus  the^  objects  we  call 
fublime  or  beautiful  do  not  therntelves  contain  the  fubliifcity  or 
the  beauty,  but  are  only  the  occafions  or  caufes  of  a  train  of  . 
thought,  the  perception  of  which  train  is  attended  with  the  emo* 
tions  of  fublunity  or  beauty :  €  When  any  object/  (ays  >the 
author, 

'  Either  of  fublimity  or  beauty*  is  prefeuted  to  the  mind,  I  be* 
fieve  every  man  is  confeious  of  a  train  oi*  thought  being  immediately 
awakened  in  his  imagination,  analogous  to  the  chara&er  or  expreffioa 
of  the  original  bbject.  The  fimple  perception  of  the  objed,  we  fre- 
quently find,  is  infufficient  to  excite  thefe  emotions,  unlefs  it  is  ac- 
companied  with  this  operation  of  mind,  unlefs,  according  to  com* 
toon  expreffion,  our  imagination  is  feized,  and  our  fancy  bufied,  in 
the  purfuit  of  all  thpfe  trains  of  thought  which  are  allied  to  this 
character  or  expreffion.* 

Inftaftcrs  in  fupport  of  this  principle,  That  beauty  and  fub- 
limity  confift  in  die  feeling  connected  with  this  train  of  thought, 
compofe  the  -firft  chapter* 

The  fecond  proceeds  to  fliew  the  peculiarity  in  the  train  of 
thought  affociated  with  the  objefts  which  produce  the  emotion 
of  fublimky  and  beauty.   This  fnutiarity  he  fuppofes  to  confift, 

'  ift.  In  the  nature  of  the  ideas  or  conceptions  which  coaapofe  % 
fcch  trains ;  and,  2<fly,  In  the  nature  or  law  of  their  fucceffion.  '. 
'  *  i.  In  our  ordinary  trains  of  thought,  every  man  muft  be  con* 
lcrous  that  the  ideas  which  compofe  them  are  very  frequently  of  a 
kind  which  excite  no  emotions  either  of  pleasure  or  pain.  There  is 
an  infinite  variety  of  Our  ideas,  as  well  as  of  our  feniations,  that  may 
be  termed  indifferent,  which  are  perceived  without  any  fentiment 
ctther  of  pain  or  p4eafurer  and  which  pafs  as  it  were  before  the  mind, 
without  making  any  farther  imprewon  than  Amply  exciting  the  con- 
£ciou&e&  of  their  exigence.  That  inch  ideas  compofe  a  great  part; 
and  perhaps  the  greateft  part  of  out  ordinary  trains  of  Sought,  is 
apparent  from  the  fingie  consideration  that  fuch  trains  are  fcldom  at* 
tended  with  emotion  of  any  kind. 

'  Tlie  trains  of  thought  which  are  fuggefted  by  external  objecls 
are  very  frequently  of  a  fimilar  kind.  The  greater  part  of  fuch  ob- 
jects are  fimply  indifferent,  or  ajt  leaft  are  regarded  as  indifferent  in 
eur  common  hours  either  of  occupation  or  amufement :  tho  concep- 
tions which  they  produce,  by  the  laws  of  aflbciation,  partake  of  the 
nature  or  chara&er  of  the  objeft  which  originally  excited  them,  and 
die  whole  train  pafies  through  our  mind  without  leaving  any  farther 

Pa  emotioa 
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emotion  than  perhaps  that  general  emotion  of  pleafure  which  accom- 
panies the  exercife  of  our  faculties.  It  is  fcaccely  poiubtt  for  us  td 
oafs  an  hoar  of  our  lives  without  experiencing  fame  train  of  thought 
of  this  kind,  fuggeiled  by  fame  of  the  external  objects  which  happen 
to  furround  us.  The  indifference  with  which  fuch  trains  are  either 
purfued  or  deferted,  is  a  fufficient  evidence  that  the  ideas  of  which 
they  are  compofed  are  in  general  of  a  kind  unfitted  to  produce  any 
emotion  either  of  pleafure  or  pain. 

•  In  the  cafe  of  thofe  trains  of  thought,  on  the  contrary,  which 
are  fuggefted  by  objects  either  of  fublimity  or  beauty,  I  apprehend 
it  will  be  found  that  they  are  in  all  cafes  compofed  of  ideas  capable 
of  exciting  fame  afFe&ion  or  emotion ;  and  that  not  only  the  whole 
fuccefllon  is  accompanied  with  that  peculiar  emotion,  which  we  call 
the  emotion  of  beauty  or  fublimity,  but  that  every  individual  idea 
of  fuch  a  fucceffion  is  in  itfelf  productive  of  fame  fimple  emotion  or 
other.  Thus  the  ideas  fuggefted  by  the  fcenery  of  fpring  are  ideas 
productive  of  emotions  of  cheerfulnefs,  of  gladnefs,  and  of  tender- 
nefs.  The  images  foggefted  by  theprofpeft  of  ruins  are  images  be- 
longing to  pity,  to  melancholy,  and  to  admiration.  The  ideas  in 
the  fame  manner,  awakened  by  the  view  of  the  ocean  in  a  dorm  are 
ideas  of  power,  of  majefly,  and  of  terror.  In  every  cafe  where  the 
emotions  of  tafte  are  felt,  I  conceive  it  will  be  found  that  the  train 
of  thought  which  is  excited  is  diftinguifhed  by  fame  character  of 
emotion,  and  that  it  is  by  this  means  diitinguimed  from  our  common 
or  ordinary  fucceffions  of  thought.  To  prevent  a  very  tedious  and 
unneceflary  circumlocution,  fuch  ideas  may  perhaps,  without  any 
impropriety,  be  termed  ideas  of  emotion;  and  I  Jball  beg  leave 

-    therefore  to  ufe  the  expreffion  in  this  fenfe/ 

A  connefted  feries  of  thefe  ideas  is  likewife  neceflary  to  the 
production  of  an  emotion  of  beauty  or  fublimity.    *  Thofe 

*  trains  of  thought*  (fays  he,  which  produce  the  emotions  of  tafte ^ 

*  are  uniformly  diftinguifhed  by  fame  general  principle  of  con* 

*  nexion;'  and  c  no  cornpofitton  of  objects  or  qualities  pro- 

*  duces  fuch  emotions  in  which  this  unity  of  character  or  of 

*  emotion  is  riot  prefer ved.'  i 

..   The  eflay  concludes  with  a  variety  of  ijluftrations  of  thefe  po- 

firiqns,  and  with,  a  recapitulation  of  the  argument,  with  point*. 

Jng out  a  c  diftin&ion  which  appears  to  fubfift  between  the 

c  emotions  of  fimple  pleafure,  and  that  complex  pleafure  which 

*  accompanies  the  emotions  of  tafte,'  and  by  wifhirrg  c  to  ap- 

*  propriate  the  term  delight  to  fignify  the  pecuHar  pleaiure  which 
f  is  felt  when  the  imagination  is  employed  in  the  profecutipn'of 
€  a  regular  train  of  ideas  of  emotion/  »  '     * 

The  fecond  effay  contains*  an  application  of  the  foregoing 
dodhrine  to  the  objeils  and  qualities  of  the  material  world.  c*t 
•.«  think/  fays  the  author,  ■--■_.*  .i 

*'  It  mull  be  allowed  'tfat  matter  in  itfelf  is  unfitted  io  protiixic 
any  kind  of  emotion.    The  various  qualities  of  matter  axe  known 

\  to 
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t*  is.*nly  by  meaos  of  our  external  fenfe* ;  but  all  that  fuck  powers 
of  our  nature  convey  is  fenfation  and  perception ;  and  whoever  will, 
take  the  trouble  of  attending  u>  the  effect  which  fuch  qualities,  when! 
fimple  and  unaffiliated,  produce  upon  his  jpind,  will  be  fatisfied  that 
in  no  cafe  do  they  produce  emotion,  or  the  exercift  of  any  of  iuY 
aje&ions. 

-  '  But  although  the  qualities  of  matter  are  in  themfelves  incapable 
of  producing  emotion,  or  the  exercife  of  any  affection,  yet  it  is  ob- 
vious that. they  may  produce  this  effect,^  from  their  aflbciation  with 
other  qualities ;  and  as  being  either  the  figns  or  expreffions  of  fuch. 
qualities  as  are;  fitted  by  the  confticution  of  our  nature  to.  produce 
emotion.9,.   ;j   :.  ..  

He  then  proceeds  to  affign  fome  of  the  caufes  for  the  extend 
aiid  univerfality  of  fiich  aflociations. 

After  premifirtg  that  the  terms  fublimity  and  beauty  are  ap- 

J  lied  chiefly  to  the  qualities  which  addrefs;.the  e^r  or  the  eyefJ 
Ir.  Alifon  goes  on  to  an  examination  of  found.     Simple^  or  un^j 
cbmpouridecf  founds,    he  considers   in  the  following  order: 
'  i  ft.  Sounds  that  occur  in  inanimate  nature ;  idly.  The  notes' 
c  of  animals-;   aftd,   3dly,  The  tones  of  the  human  voice*.1 
Thefe,  he  fays,  produce  emotions  of  beauty  or  fublimity  only* 
as  they  are  exprerove  by  ajfociation  of  certain  auaBtjes.  This  he. 
endeavours  to  ptdve,  "with  much4  ingenuity,  py  a  variety  of  in-' 
fiances,     A  fection  on  mufic,  of  compounded  founds,  clofes  this^ 
part  of  the  work ;  of  which  we  have  only  room  to  give  the  con- 
cjufion  the  author  a1  raws  to  eftabliih  his  general  fyitem :  r 

*  From  the  whole,  I  am  induced  to  conclude  that  mufic  is  pro-J 
du£hve  to  us  of  twa  diftind  and  feparate  pleafures : 

I*  .  Of  that. mechanical. pleafure,  which,  by  the  conftitution  of- 
Our  nature*  accompanies  (he  perceptpn  of  a  regular  fucceflion  of  re- 
lated founds. 


competition  or  the  performance 

.'  *  That  it  is  to  this  iaft  fburce  the  beauty  or  fublimity  of  mufic  is  to : 
bt.afcribed,  or  that  it  is  beautiful  or  ft&time  only„whcn  it  is  exprtf* 
five  of  fome  p^eafirg.or  intcre&ng  quality ,  I  hope  is  evident  ftonv 
fhe  preceding  obfervations.'  ^ 

.  Thefcft  part  of  the  volume  relates  to  objects  oifigbt.   Thefc 
the  writer  examines,  lit,  in  regard  to  cokur^  and,  idly*  with  re*  . 
fj$ect  voform.    That  our  ideas  of  the  beauty  of  colours  arife; 
folely  from  ajfkiation  he  endeavours  to  prove  by  the  following; 
conuderations :        . 

*  ijfc  The  different  (entiments  of  mankind,  wfch  regard  to  the 
beauty  of  colours,  are  inconfiftent  with  the  opiojon'that  (uch  qualities 

.  F  3  are 
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are  tahrtifel  hi  tkemftfost  '  k  it  itnpefflMe  to  tafa,  be^ttfc  anf* 
particular  colour  i*  beautiful  in*  oat  country,  that  it  will  alfo  be> 
beautiful  in  another)  and  there  afeV  k  feci,  mmy  mftante*wh*rtf 
the  famecoioar  produce*  *e*y  different  opinio*!  o#  beauty  in  ililfe- 
rent  races  ©f  me*. 

*  If  we  inquire)  on  the  other  hand,  what  is  the  reafon  of  thfs~cK£»- 
Jfcrence  of  opinion,  we  fcalf  niri&rm-ly  itoi  tfcat  it  arifai  fron*  the 
different-  aflbciations  which  thefe  <Merent  people  have  witk  ftich  cow 
fours;  artd  that  their  opinion  ©if  their  btavtyis  permafwmly  reg*-* 
lated  by  thenatttfe  of  the  quafitiefrof  which  tfeey  are  e*p*e#vev 

-«•  sdly. Uis~ferther  obftrVahte'Aatiia«©l^irvil»fti^l,  tu*be***- 
riful  but  fuch  as  are  expreffive  to  us  of  plcafing  or  interesting^ 
qualities.  4    . 

r  Itisbbfervable,  farther,  that-even  the  moff  Beautiful  coionrs  (or 
thofe  which  are  expreffive,  to*  us  of  the  mofttileafing  affoctanons)1 
ceafe  to  appear  beautiful  whenever  ^they  ate  feriflfiar,  or  when  *he 
o&je&s  whith  Aey  cRftinguifh  Have  ceafc*  to  produce  their  ufwafc 

©BKItltiWB*   ■ 

fVItm^bwoWorvadialfi,  that  u>  new*  cojaoc  19  evse?  beantifi^> 
until  we  halye  attired  fane  pkafingratfbciatk^  wttb  it, ., 

*  3<lly.  When  the  particular  afi"c*ia$on%Wehave  with  fad*  colours* 
are  deftroyed,  their  beauty  is  de  (keyed  at  the  fame  time-  . 

*  4thly,  If  the  beauty  of  colours  arofe  fijrqm  any  original  fitnefi. 
in  them  to  produce  this  emotion,  it  ss  apparent  that  they  who  are  ia-[ 
capable  of  fuch  perceptions  mult  be*  incapable  of  fuch  emotion.  * 
That  the  blind*  however,  may  receive,  the  faxhe  delight  froin  the* 
ideas  which  they  aftbclate  with  colours, 'that  they' do  who  fee,  is  a- 
facl  which  !  thmk  every  one  will  be  comvincedfdf  who  reads- the  poemV 
of^Blaci^o^?       :         ...  k  ,  t      r.   ;    ,  - 

The  fourth  chapter  of  rite  effif  contains  f^afotfiftg,  e^ac^jr^ 
ffifiilar  with  regard  t6  forms'.    Thfcfe  hfc  divides"  irittr  the  natu- 
rally  fublim&  and  beautiful,  the  rehiiniity^  arwf  the  4ccidentalfy\ 
beautiful*     Sublimity  of  forms  i&  feii  t©;  arife  \*heji  t^o(^  fqrigs* L 
arle.  <jQrroe£ear  with  ideas  tf&qgpr  o£; pmuty  pf^faatfwt)  of. 
jtknfrup  zxd.magnificimey  a/i£  of  iw*  or  falep^nU^  .'£$&  likew^fe,  ( 
from  the  magnitude  of  the  form  ajone.    It  *^cfextpni4  tfri*aff*:. 
tid*  to.  ooo  Jyeat  a:  length  were  we  to  follow  our  author!  through 
a9  W»  pofltioiw  and  iUiaSroolonsi  fro»the?btttUy?of>fiiniift^.itfv 
\#W  be  iyRdeft^  t^  pteftnt  the  matte*  with  the  general  con^ 
clufion:  i 

'  *  From-  the  ifrafcration*  tfta*  I  have  offered  in  tfei*  feng  chapter, 
on  die  Beauty  of  Forma;  wefeem  to  naive  ^mcient  reafon*.  for  cornet 
chiding*  in  general,  that  no  fo*m%  or  fpeciei,  of  forms*  are.  kti 
thenWelvear originally  beautiful ; .  btt  that,  their  beftifly,  in .  afl  caiba^  • 
arifes  from  their  being  expreffive  to  us  of  fome  pleating  or  afifffeng^ 
qualities . 

^  IPthevifews  aftfe  that  V  h«rd  pif*wcwi  on  dn  AibjeA  ard  juft, 
we  may  perhaps  fKWrWtfc^coaoiad*  tku  ttei  fwinaifial  feu«:e3i«t"c: 
de-beauty  of  forms  are,  ift,  The  e*o*effions  we  connect  with  peculiar 
6  formsj 
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forms,  either  from,  the  form  itfclf,  or  the  nature  of  the  fubjeft  thus 
fatied  i  imp  Tiifr  ^uatftfcs  of  defigri,  arid  fitheft,  and  utility,  which 
they  indicate;  and,  3dly,  The  accidental  affectations  which  wi 
happen  to  conned  with  them.  The  confideratioq  of  thefe  different 
expreffion*  may  affora  £erfia£s  Torfie  general  rules,  that  may  not  be 
without  their  ufe  to  thofe  arts  that  are  employed  in  the  production 
of  beauty.  ; 

*  All  forms  are  either  ornamental  or  uieful.        ' 

*  I.  The  beauty  of  merely  ornamental  forms  appears  to  arife  fron) 
three  fources. 

#ii.  From  the  expreffion  of  the  form  itiiif. 
4  z.  From  the  expreffion  of  defign. 

*  3.,  from  accidental  expreffion,     t 

*  The  real  and  ^olitive  beauty,  therefore,  of  every  ornamental 
ibrm  will  be  in  proportion  to  the  nature  and  the  permanence  of  the 
expreffion  by  which  it  is  diftinguimed.  The  flrongeft  and  faojk  per* 
manent  emotion,  however,  we  can  receive  from  fucH  expreffion*  it 
that  which  ariies  from  the  nature  of  the  form  it,fel£  The  emotion  we 
receive  fr6m  the  expreffion  of  defign!  as  I  have  already  (hewn,  is 
neither  fo  itrongoor  lb  permanent;  and  that  which  accidental  afib- 
fciations  produce,  perHhe*  often  with  the  year  which  gave  it  birth. 
The  beautVof*  accidental  expreffion  is  as"  variable  as  the  caprice  or 
faacy  of  mankind  The  beauty  if  the  expreffion  of  defigri  varies 
with  evfery.pemfcl  of  art.  The  bhwty  wWch  arises  from  the  expreffion 
of  form  itfelf  h  alone  permanent,  as  founded  upon  the  uniform  con* 
ftitutioi  of  the  human  mini  Confidering  therefore  the  beauty  of 
forms  as  conftituted  by  the  degree  and  the  permanence  of  their 
expreffion,  the  following  conclufions  feem  immediately  to  fuggeft 
themfelves : 

r  i.  TKit  the  greafeft  beauty  which  ornamental1  fornVs  can  receive 
wBtl  be  that  which  drife*  from  the  expreffion  of  the  foini  ftfelf. 

'  t.  That  flic  next  w2f  be  that  which  arifetf  from  the  d:preffiun  olf 
clefign  or  fkiU.     And,  , 

*  3.  That  the  jcaft  will  be  that  which  arifes  from  accidental  or 
temporary  expreffion/  '     y 

The-  wbr*  excludes  wftlr  4  diarSte'r  on  (ht  beauty'  smd  fulfc 
Imiftjr of  tkfjttM\  and,  from  rife  principles  alfeadj>  laid  rfoyen,  ft 
tt'dfetefrnftlKd  tna"t  c  the  mbft  fublime  iriotioivis  tniit  of  rapia* 

*  motion  in  a  ftraight  line.     The  mod  beautiful  is  that  of  flow 

*  motion  in  a  line  of  curves.'  But  thi$,  in  a  great  meafure, 
depends  on;  the  character  or  expreflion  of  the  bodies  in'  motion  ; 
and  it  wiU  therefore  be  found,  c  ift*  That  the  bieatity  and  ful*. 
f'  Kmity  of  fflotiorr  ariie  from  the  affociatron*  vte  connect  either 
V  wim  the  motion  itfelf,  or  with  the  bodies  moved;  and,  adly, 
c  That  this  fublimitv  or  beauty,  m  afoy  particular  cafe,  will  bo 

*  moft  perfect  when  the  exprelfion  of  the  motion  arid  that  of  tte 
<  fcafy  movtd  coincide*/ 

F  4  *         TJ* 
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88  Alifon  on  the  Nature  and  Principles  ofTaftti 

The  following  conchifi™  will  place  before  the  reader  the  final 
tffult  of  Mr.  Alifoo's  £fla>s: 

<C  ON  CHI  SI  ON, 

«  The  illiiftmions.  that  have  been  offered  in  the  courfe  of  tM$ 
Eflay  on  the  «  Origin  of  the  Sublimity  and  Beauty  of  fome  of  the 
principal  Qualities  of  Matter,*  ieem  to  afford  us  fufneient  evidence 
for  the  following  conclusions :  '    .  . 

(  I.  lhat  with  each  of  thefe  qualities  we  have  fome  pleating  Or 
affecYir  g  afLciaiion ;  and, 

*  II.  That  when  thefe  aiTociations  are  diflblved,  or,  in  other 
words,  when  the  inaterial  qualities  ceafe  to  be  fignificait  of  the  aflo- 
ciat^d  qualities,  they  ceafe  alfo  to  produce  the  emotions  of  fublrmity 
or  beauty. 

«  If  thefe  points  are  eftablifhed,  it  appears  neceffarily  to  follow 
that  the  beauty  and  fublinuty  of  fuch  objects  is  to  be  afcribed  not  to 
the  material,  but  to  the  aflbciated  qualities;,  and  of  confequence  that 
the  qualities  of  matter  are  not  to  be  confidered  as  fublime  or  beautiful 
in  themfeJves,  but  as  either  fublime  or  beautiful  from  their  being 
the  figns  or  expreffions  of  qualities  capable  of  producing  emotion,' 

Such  is  the  fyftem  which  Mr.  Alifon  prefents  to  the  public* 
The  work  difplays  much  philofophical  acumen,  happily  blended 
with  delicacy  and  corre&nefe  of  tafte.  There  is  a  neatnefs  and 
Simplicity  in  the  conftruclion  of  the  frntences,  and  an  efegarjee 
wholly  devoid .  of  affectation  in  the  choice  of  the  expreflton, 
which  is  to-be  foiind  in  very  few  writers,  efpecially  on  abftr&& 
{bbje&Sj  Tfys  following  paffage  on  modern  gardening,  which 
W$.  fele&  as  beiqg  {hort,  and  conftituting  a  whole,  will,  vi$ 
prefume,  ponrjrm  our  opinion  of  the  author's  ftyle  an4  manner ; 

'  I  cannot  heln  thjnking  that  the  modern  tafte  in  gardening  (dr 
what  Mr.  Walpore  very  juftly,  and  very  emphatically  calls  the  art  of 
creating  Ian df cape)  ewes  its  origin  to  two  circumftances,  which. may 
a,t  £>ft  appear  paranoica),  viz  to  the  accidental  circumftance  of  our 
tafte  in  natural  beauty  being  founded  upon  foreign  models ;  and  to  the 
fjirferepce  pr  inferiority  of  t^e  fcenery  of  our  own  country  to  that 
which  we  were  accuftoniecl  peculiarly  to  admire, 
s  'The  influei  ce  of  thefe  circumftances  will  he  perhaps  fufficiently" 
obvious  tq  thpfe  whp  recollect,  that  the  compositions  which  ferve 
moft  early,  and  indeed  moll  uniyerfally,  to  fix  our  tafte  in  this  iie- 
fptft,  are  fhcfe  wi»ich  have  been  produced  m  Italy  and  Greece ;  in 
countries  much  fuperior  to  our  own  in  the  ai tides  of  climate  and  of 
natural  beauty;  which  are  almoli  facred  in  our  imaginations  frcrii 
$e  eyents  by  which  they  have  been  diuinguUhed,  and  which,  befidefc 
all  \\)Uf  have  ap  additional  charrn  to,  us  f>oai  the  very  compositions 
in  which  they  are  celebrated.  The  poems  of  Homer  and  i  heocri- 
tus,  of  Virgil  and  Horace,  have  been  now  for  a  con  fideftble  length 
.of  time  the  firft  poetical  comppJtttons  to  which  the  youth  pf  modern 

"'"■'.  ^  fcwajpe 
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"Europe  areaccuftomedj  and  they  have  influenced  accordingly,  & 
a  very  fenfible  degree,  the  tafte  of  all  thofe  who  have  been  fo  early 
engaged  in  the  ftudy  of  them,  Betides  this,  the  effect  of  painting, 
and  particularly  of  landscape  painting,  has  been  very  great,  both  in 
awakening  our  tafte  to  natural  beauty,  and  in  determining  it.  The 
great  matters  in  this  art  have  been  principally  IfaHans ;  men  who 
were  'born  amid  fcenes  of  diftinguimed  beauty,  who  palFed  their 
lives  in  copying  tjiofe  features  either  of  real  pr  of  adventitious  ex-* 
predion  with  which  Italy  presented  them ;  and  whofe  works  have 
duTemrnated  in:  every  country  where  they  found  their  way  the  admi- 
ration  of  the  fcenes  which  they  copied.  From  both  thefe  caufes, 
and  from  the  ftrong  prejudice  which,  fince  the  revival  of  letters,  we 
lb  early  and  fo  deeply  feel  in  favour  of  every  thing  that  relates  to 
Grecian  or  to  Roman  antiquity,  the  imagery  of  Italian  fcenery  had 
got  ftrongly  the  pdfleffion  of  our  imagination-  Our  firft  impreffioni 
of  the  beauty  of  Nature  had  been  gained  from  the  competitions  which 
delineated  fuch  fcenery;  and  we  were  gradually  accuftomed  to  con* 
-fider  them  as  the  ftandard  of  natural  beauty. 

•«  With  thefe  impreffions  it  was  very  natural  for  the  inhabitants  of 
a  country  of  which  the  fcenery,  however  beautiful  in  itfelf,  was  yet, 
in  many  refpefts,  very  different  from  that  which  they  were  accuf- 
tomed  to  confider  as  folely  or  fuprcmely.  beautiful,  to  attempt  to 
imitate  what' they  did  not  poffefs ;  to  import,  as  it  were,  the  beauties* 
Which  were  not  of  their  own  growth ;  and  in  fact  to  create,  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Walpole's  vigorous  expreffion,  that  fceriery  which  nature 
and  fortune  had  d  nied  them. 

*  Such  imp  ovements,  however,  as  extremely  expenfive,  could 
l»t  bt  at  firft  upon,  a  very  large  fcale  They  coutd,  for  various  rW 
fons,  occupy  only  that  fpot  of  ground  which  furrounded  the  houfej 
and  as  they  thus  fupplanted  what  had  formerly  been/ the  garden,  they 
came  very  naturally  to  be  con  fide  red  only  as  another  fpecies  of  gar*  5 
dening.  A  fcene  of  fo  peculiar  a  kind  could  not  well  unite  with  the? 
country  around.  It  would  gradually  therefore  extend,  fo  as  to  em- 
brace all  the  ground  that  was  within  view,  or  in  the  pofleflion  of  the! 
improver.     From  the  garden,  therefore,  it  naturally  extended  to  the* 

Srk,  whkh  became  therefore  alfo  the  fubjfcft  of  ihis  new,  but  very 
rtunate  mode  of  improvement :  and  thus,  from  the  nature  of  mo- 
jtern  education,  and  the  habit  we  are  in  of  receiving  our  firft  rudi-i 
ments  of  tafte  from  foreign  models,  together  with  the  admiration 
which  fo  many:caufes  have  confpired  to  excite  in  our  minds  widiTe-  • 
Igard  to  antiquity,  feems  very  probably  to  have  ari£n  from  that  mo-* 
dern  tafte  in  gardening,  which  is  fo  different  from  every  other  that 
.men  have  followed,  and  which  has  tended  fd  much  to  the  ornament 
:  of  this  country.  .  *       , 

'  It  is  to:be  obferved  aJfb,  in  confirmation  of  what T  have  fafd, 
,  that  the  firft  attempts  of  this  kind  in  England  were  very  far  from  be* 
.  ing  An,  imitation  of  tie  general  fcenery  of  nature.     Ic  was  folely  the 
imitation  of  Italian  fceneiy;  and  it  is  hot  improbable  that  they  who 
:  firft  praclifed  the  art,  were  themfelves  ignorant  of  the  poffible  beau- 
ties which  it  at  length  might  acquire.     Statues,  temples,  urns,  ruins, 
fojgflacjef,  &c.  were  $he  firft  ornaments  of  all  fuch  fcenes.    Whatever 

diftinguiihed 
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difUngnifhed  the  real  icencs  of  nature  in  Italy*  was  here  employed  m 
artificial  fcenery  with  the  moft  thoughtless  profufion ;  and  toe  obiect 
rf  the  art  in  general  was  the  creation  not  of  natural,  but  of  Italiaa 
fendfcape.  The  fine  fatire  of  Mr*  Pope  upon  this  fubje&  is  a  Sufficient 
proof  of  the  degree  to  which  this  fafhion  was  carried  ;  and  it  deiervea 
ID  be  remarked,  to  the  honour  of  his  taAe.  that  he  to  foon  law  the 
pofltble  beauties  of  this  infant  art,  andwasfo  fuperior  to  the  univerfaj 
prejudices  Upon  the  ujbjec*L 

*  It  was  but  a  fhort  tfep,  however,  from  this  fiate  ot  the  art  td 
the  purfuh  of  general  beauty.  The  great  ftcp  had  already  beeil 
made  in  tli e  deitruction  of  the  regular  forms  which  conftituted  the 
former  fylKnj  of  gardening,  arid  in  the  imitation  of  nature,  whkh, 
although  foreign,  and  very  different  from  the  appearances  or  the 
chancier  of  Nature  iri  our  own  country,  was  /e£  ftiU  the  invitation 
of  nature.  Tike  profufion  with  wnich  temples,  ruins,  ftatues,  ana 
all  the  other  adventitious  articles  of  Italian  lcenery  was  lavished,  bet 
came  foon  ridicufous.  The  dettru&ion  of  theie,  it  was  found,  did 
not  deftroy  the  Beauty  of  landfcape.  The  power  6(  fimple  nature 
was  felt  and  acknowledged,  and  the  removal  of  the  articles  of  ac- 
quired exprefljon  led  men  only  more  ftrongly  to  attend  to  the  natural 
exprefiion  of  fcenery,  and  to  ftudy  the  means  by  which  it  rhight  be 
vaintained  or  improved,.  The  publication  alfo,  at  this  time,  of  the 
Seafotvs  of  Thornton,  in  the  opinion  of  a  very  competent  Judge  *, 
contributed,  in  no  fmalt  degree,  both  to  influence  and  to  direct  the 
tahW  of  men  in  this  art.  The  peculiar  merit  of  the  work  itfel&  the 
Aieular  felicity  of  its  descriptions,  and  above  all,  the  fine  endut~ 
Saim  which  it  difplays,  and  which  it  is  fo  fitted  to  excite  with  regard 
fa  the  works  of  nature,  were  mod  Angularly  adapted  to  promote  the 

Sowth  of  an  infant  art,  which  had  for  its  objed  the  production  of  . 
tural  beauty;  and  by  diffuimg  every  where  both  the  admiration  of 
rtature,  and  the  knowledge  of  its  expreflion,  prepared  in  a  peculiar 
degree,  the  minds  of  men  in  general  both  to  reel  the  effects,  and  to 
judge  of  the  fidelity,  of  thofe  foenes  in  which  it  was*  imitated.  By 
tbete  means,  and  by  the  finguhj1  genius  of  Zonae  late,  matters,  the  are 
of  gardening  has*  gradually  aicemded  from  the  purfuit  of  particular*  ' 
to  the  purfuit  of  general  beauty*  to  realife  whatever  the  fancy  of  the 
painter  has  imagined,  and  to  create  a  fcenery  more  pure,  more  har> 
monious,  and  more  expreUive,  than  any  that  is  to  be  found  in  nature  < 

$fiir/ 

Witti  rtfytlk  t6  Mfr,  ATifon -s  theory,  theYef  i£  a  roundrtefe 
irldPfirnpltcTt^  in'it  which^  are  exceedingly  alluring;  arid  before 
tre*  have*  examined  it  we  wifli  that  it  maf  be  true.  On  exami-  - 
nalibn,  we  are  dilpofed,  in  general,  to  be  fatisfied  with  his  prin- 
ctptes,  and  to  be  convinced  by  bis  reasoning  and  illuftrations  ; 
twit  we  cannot  agree  with  him  in  sU  that-  he  advances.  Beauty 
frofefty  fpeaking,  we  do  not  conceive  to  depend  upon  affocfotitni 
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although  it  will  not  be  denied  that,  in  ordinary  con  verfatibri,  the' 
effcdt  of  aflbciation  with  other  agreeable  qualities  is  frequent/ 
denoted  by  that  term.  Every  pneutnatologift  almoft,  znSMrJ 
Alifon  himfelf,  admits  that  there  are  certain  founds  and  ctrUdti 
eoteurs  capable  of  affording  a  mechanical  pleafure  to  the  ear  of 
the  eye  independent  of  affociation ;  and  it  appears  to  us  that  it 
js  to  this  capacity  of  certain  founds  andcohwrs  to  ertcite  agreed 
able  fcnfetioiiS  in  the  correfponding  organs,  the  word  foauty£ 
property  fpeaking,  is  applied*  It  is  alrnoff  needJefs  to  fay  that  we?  s 
are  not  at  prefent  difputing  the  aflbciation  of  the  pleafure  con* 
Veycd  by  other  qualities,_corporeal  or  mental,  with  the  pleaft»*e> 
arifing  mechanically  from  agreeablenefsr  of  colour  or  found.  We 
are  only  endeavouring  to  fhew  that  the  tfertn  beauty  is  ttnprdpedf 
transferred  from  the  original  mechanical  pleafure  to  thefe  ca\e*-> 
ritious  pleasures  which  arife  from  aflbciation.  This  appear*  tat 
be  confirmed  by  the  following  circumftance,  that  we  can  fepa* 
rate  the  idea  of  beauty  from  every  one  of  the  mental  expreffioos 
Which  are  faid  by  oar  author  to  conftitute  beauty;  we"  cair 
even  conneft  it  with  the  6ppofite  quality  or  expreflion.  Thur 
We  fay  of  one  countenance  that  it  is  beautiful,  but  deftfttit*  of 
expreffion;  and  of  another,  that  it  is  expreffive,  but  defHtute  aP 
tfeauty.  Kowr  what  is  dj/linguiJhaHe  muft  be  different,  and 
what  is  different*  feparabte.  The  degree  of  beauty  by  no  me*rt* 
Cori^onoirig  with  the  degree  of  expreflion  indicates  that  thej^ 
ar$nof  One*,  out  different  fources  of  pleafure;  though  thefro-' 
qtaency  of  their  co-exiftence  occafions  fo  ftrOng  an  affbefatidxr 
between  the  perception*  of  them,  that,  in  common  language^' 
they  are  apt  to  be  confounded. 

The1  fame  feaYoningitfav  be  applied  to  the  effeft  of  utility  or 
fitnefs.    The  aflbciation  between  beauty  and  utility  rs  fo  fre- 
quent, thatJge^Jiy  hahit,  xonjoin  the  featiments  .of  approbation 
which  arife  from  fources  completely  different.    But  it  is  obvious 
that  fitneft  inutility  may  be  eoneeived  as  intimately  cocHtoctaT* 
with  uglinefs  as  with  beauty. 

Inftead,  therefore,  of  affertlng  that  Material  qualities  are,  in 
thsmfel ves,  totally  deftitute  of  beauty,  anrf  that  thty  obtaitv  4the~ 
ctiara&er  only  as*  by  aflbciation,  they  com$  to  indicate  amiablf* 
qu$$tie^o£ mind  or  utitkyy  perhaps  Mr.  Alifon  ought  to  have'fcM, 
that  ttie  effecT:  of  a  material  obje&>  in  exciting  a  fentiment  of  plea-* . 
fure  or  approbation,  is.  much  increased  when,  with  the  percep-  . 
tioaof  beauty,  the  ideas  of  amiable  mental  qualities  or  of  utility  . 
a»e  aflbciated.  * 

We  are  not  perfectly  fatisfie<Twith  what  the  author  ftys  of 
fafie  in.  general,  in  the  commencement  of  the  firft  efiay.    '  Thfc  . 
*  nature  of  any  perfon's  tafte/  we  are  told,  c  is  generally  de- 
«  tennlned  from  the  nature  or  character  of  his  imagination^  and ' 
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y  the  expreffion  of  any  deficiency  in  this  power  of  mind  is  con* 
i  fidered  as  fynonymous  with  the  expreffion  of  a  fimilar  deficiency 
c  in  point  of  tatte.'  Peculiar  vivacity  or  ftrength  of  imagina- 
tion is  fo  far  from  being  confidered  as  fynonymous  with  tafte, 
pr  rieceflkrily  conne&ed  with  it,  that  we  often  fee  thofe  pofleffed, 
of  the  one  faculty  in  a  fupereminent  degree,  proportionally  de-. 
fe&ive  in  the  other.  Shakefpeare  and  Ovid  very  frequently 
difplay  the  greateft  imagination  at  the  moment  that  they  give 
to  taite  the  moft  egregious  offence.  We  hear  perpetually  of 
the  fire  and  imagination  of  Homer  and  Corneille,  and  the 
coldnefe  anJ  tafte  of  Virgil  and  Racine.  Indeed  nothing  is 
more  common  than  to  hear  the  imagination  of  an  author  al- 
ledgcd  as  an  excufe  for  the  violation  of  decorum  and  tafte.  We 
fey  a  dran.atic  writer  wants  tafte  if  he  does  not  preferve  con- 
fiitency  of  chara&er.  or  if,  in  the  delineation  of  his  chara&ers, 
lie  has  gone  beyond  the  truth  of  nature.  We  cenfure  him, 
likewise,  if  the  choice  and  arrangement  of  his  incidents  be  not 
fuch  as  to  make  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  confiftent  impreffion. 
It  will  be  perceived  that  in  thefe  ads  of  mind  of  which  tafte  is 
the  objeftj  it  is  not  the  imagination  but  the  judgment  which  is 
exercifed. 

Upon  the  whole,  however,  we  have  received  pleafiire  and.  in- 
Arudlion  from  this  publication ;  it  is  the  wcrk  of  a  thinking  and 
an  elegant  mind.  To  us  it  fometimes  appeared  too  diffufe,  in 
qoniequence  of  the  frequent  repetition  of  principles,  and  a  fu- 
peratundance  of  illuftration  ;  to  many  readers  this  perhaps  may, 
be  rather  a  recommendation  .than  a  fault.  We  hope  the  author 
will  receive  fuch  encouragement  as  may  induce  him  to  overcome. 
his  diffidence,  and  give  to  the  public  the  whole  of  his  inquiries 
into  the  nature  and  principles  of  tafte.  ^ 

~ « —  ,  .      .  < 

r 

ART.«  II*     Travels  to  difcover  the  Source  of  the  Nile,  &c.      ?a    .    . 
[  Continued.  ] 

THE  courfe  of  our  anatyfis  now  brings  us  to  the  period  when  * 
our  traveller  is  about  to  plunge  into  the  depth  of  African 
darknefs.     Here  we  have  little  collateral  information  to  com-P 
pare  with  that  furnifbed  by  himfelf;  we  can  fcarce  compare  his' 
narrative  but  with  itfelf ;  it  muft  ftand  or  fall  by  its  own  inter- 
n;il  confiftency  or  inconfiftency.  In  feyeral  of  Mr.  Bruce*s  anec- 
dotes, of  which  he  is  hlmfelffrcomme  de.  raifon,  the  perpetual  ' 
hero,  we  have  noticed  trains  of  ideas  and  modes  of  exprefiioj} 
attributed  to  the  natives  of  Africa,  which,  in  our  judgment,  " 
evidently  bear  an  European  ftamp.    Suppofing,  therefore,  that 
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the  outlines  arc  true,  the  colouring  muft  be  falfe  ariJ  over- 
charged. An  inftance  of  this  kind  occurs  d.  26  of  the  third 
volume.  The  author  being  arrived  at  Mafuah,  *  the  daughter* 
*  houfe  of  ftrangers,'  has  many  altercations  with  the  chief,  of 
Naybe,  a  tyrant  of  the  moft4  brutal  manners  and  bloodthirfty 
difpofttion:  he  always,  however,  maintains  his  firmnefs  and 
dignity  5  he  here  threatens  the  Naybe  with  the  vengeance  of  his 
countrymen  in  fuch  terms  as  extort  from  a  by-ftander  the  fol- 
lowing exebmation  :  i  A.  brave  man!  Wallah  Ingleft!  True 
c  Engliih,  by  G— -d/  One  Englilhman  might  fay  this  of  ano- 
ther j  a  Frenchman,  whofe  mindr  reading,  conversation,  or  actual 
intercourfe,  has  imprefled  with  a  certain  idea  of  our  national 
character,  might  cry  out,  voilij  un,tvrai  Jean  Bull.  But  we 
think  it  extremely  improbable  that,  in  a  place  where  an  .English- 
man had  hardly  been  feen  before,  and  where  the  ignorant  and 
barbarous  inhabitants,  notwithftanding.  our  poffeffions  in  the 
Eaft-  Indies,  can  have  little  concern  or  curiofity  about  us,  they 
ihould  have  been  at  the  pains  to  frame  in  their  minds  a  general 
fiandard  of  the  Engltlh  character,  to  which  they  might  refei: 
particular  actions.  This  trait,  therefore,  has  been  inferred  or 
heightened,  among  many  other?,  for  the  amufement  of  the  te- 
nants of  the  upper  gallery.  Of  fuch  manufacture  the  author  is 
very  liberal,  particularly  after  he  has  introduced  Strates,  a  Greek, 
a  coward  and  buffoon.  Buffoon  as  he  was,  we  are  flow  to  be* 
lieve  that  he'could  have  uttered  what  the  following  paragraph 
puts  in  his  mouth : 

"  *  I  faw  Strates  expelling  me  on  the  fide  of  the  hill,  «  Strates/ 
laid  I,  '  faithful  'fquire,  come  and  triumph  with  your  Don  Quixote 
at  that  ifland  of  Barataria  where  we  have  wifely  and  fortunately 
brought  ourfelves;  come  and  triumph  with  me  over  all  the  kings  of 
theearth,  all  their  armies,  "all  their  philofophers,  and  aft  their  he* 
roes.* — *  JSir,'  fays  Strates,  *  I  do  not  underftand  a  word  of  what 
you  fay,  and  as  little  what  you  mean  :  you  very  well  know  1  am  no 
fchplar;  but  you  had  much  better  leave  that  bog,  come  iato  the 
houfe,  and  look  after  Woido ;  I  fear  he  has  fomething  further  to 
^eck  than  your  fafh,  for  he  has  been  talking  with  the  old  devil- 
^orfhipper  ever  fince  we  arrived.' — '  Did  they  fpeak  fecre^tly  toge- 
ther/laid  I  ?--'  Yes,  Sir,  they  did,  I  allure  you.'— «  And  in  wbif- 
pers,  Strates  l'—'  As  for  that,'  replied  he,  *  they  need  not  have 
been  at  the  p^ins;  they  underftand  one  another,  i  fappofe,  and  the 
devil  their  m  after  underftands  them  both ;  but  as  for  me  i  compre- 
hend their  difcourfe  no  more  than  if  it  iras  Greek,  as  they  fay* 
Greek  V  fays  he,  «  I  am  an  afs ;  I  ihould  know  well  enough  what 
tbey  laid  If  they  fpoke  Greek/—- <  Come/  tfaid  l>  *  take  a  draught 
of  this  excellent  water,  and  drink  with  me  a  beakh  to  his  majeuy 
KOng  George  III.  and  a  long  line,  of  princes/  1  had  in  my  hand  a 
liutge  cup  made  of  a  cocoa-nut  (hell,  which, I  procured  in  Arabia, 
Mpd  which  was  brim-full.    He' drank  to  the  king  fpsedUy  and 

cheerfully* 
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cbeerfidly,  wkh  the  addition  of,  '  Coefufion  to  bit  enemW  a«4 

Soiled  up  his  cap  wkh  a  loud  Juisupa.  *  Now,  friend/  {aid  I,  '  he*e 
is  to  a  more  humble,  but  flill  a  fccred  mime,  here  is  to— Maria  i* 
fje  aiked  if  that  was  the  Virgin  Mary  ?  I  anfwered,  •  In  faith  I  be 
fieve  fo>  Strates/  tfe  did  not  fpeak,  but  only  gave  a  humph  of  di£ 
Approbation.* 

AW«  tw*»  pages  mope  immediately  follow  in  Ac  (amp  ftraiiu 
Our  author  prophefics  that  the  (pot  on  which  he  ftands,  the 
fcurce  of  the  Nile,  will  become  part  of  the  dominions  of  the 
Emprefs  of  Ruffia ! ! !  Strates  tofies  his  cap  into  the  air,  and 
cries,  Huzza*  Catherine  and  vi&ory !  But  it  is  unneoeflary  to 
in&ft  further  upon  this  topic ;  the  reader,  we  peiiuade  ourfelves* 
will  feel  that  this  is  not  the  language  of  a  Greek  in  Abyflinia  i 
clfe  we  could  produce  other  converfations  where  the  inhabitants 
#f  Abyffinia  evidently  betray  an  acquaintance  with  the  fenti-* 
Stents,  and  manners  of  this  quarter  of  the  globe.  Mr.  Bruce 
^eaksofthe  *  circle*  at  Kofcam  iuft  as  a  morning  paper  of  the 
kvee  at  St*  James's.  He  is  infiilted,  and  iuppofed  to  be  dan- 
jcroufly  wounded  in  a  fcuffle;  upon  which  occafion  he  fays, 
*  Antbulc,  in  whole  boufe  I  was,  and  who  was  thtnf$rt  mft 
€  jbuktd  at  the  outrage,'  &c.  Yet,  with  all  this  delicacy,  they 
tre  gro&  barbarians,  and,  what  is  more,  acknowledge  them* 
{elves  to  he  fo,  and  feel  Mr.  Brace's  iuperiorky  on  his  very  firft 
appearance  among  them. 

After  many  delays  and  difficulties  our  traveller,  by  the  aflift- 
ance  of  the  Naybe's  nephew,  is  enabled  to  quit  Mafuab.  The 
reader  will  probably  be  thankful  to  him  for  his  plan  of  the  ifla/id 
anoT  harbour,  if  accurate.  The  place  is  extremely  unhealthy, 
and  very  deftitute  of  water.  In  the  directions  to  ftrangers  con- 
cerning their  diet,  the  author  advifes,  i.  To  remember  well 
the  ftate  of  his  conltitution  before  he  vifited  thefc  countries,  left 
be  fbould  miftake  the  fymptoras  of  an  aecuftomed  diforder  for 
one  of  the  violent  and  fatal  difeafes  of  hot  climates,  and  die  of 
fear ;  a.  To  make  no  alteration  in  his  diet  if  be  finds  himfelf 
well  5  3*  To  follow  the  cuftom  of  die  fober  and  fenfibk  inhabi- 
tants  in  point  of  eating  and  drinking;  4.  Drink  largely  of 
water  purified  by  (landing  a  night  upon  land  that  has  been  wafhed 
and  fifted  into  it,  whfch  we  are  told  is  little  inferior, to  the  fineft 
Spa  water,  though  we  cannot  imagine  what  can  give  it  the 
briflcnefs ;  5.  In  Nubia  never  fcruple  to  throw  yourfelf  into  the 
coldeft  river  or  ipring  you  can  iind.  Such  rules  as  thefe* 
and  an  enumeration  of  the  difeafes  of  Mafuah,  will  not 
much  ferye  the  traveller,  or  inftruA  die  phyiician  and  phyfio- 
logift :  the  author's  theory  of  the  operation  of  an  hot  climate  i?» 
that  it  deprives  the  blood  of  its  ferum.  Wexlo  not  wonder  at 
meeting  with  fucb  trke  and  fuperfieial  opinions  5  but  at  the 
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feme  time,  we  Garnet  commend  *fe#i»  even  to  on*  *k*>  is  not  a 
profeffionai  writer.  ^ 

In  his  way  to  Abyffinia  Mr.  Bruce  is  obliged  to  pafs  through 
fhe  de&rt  of  Samkar,  rendered  infecure  by  the  wandering  aid 
iawlefs  tribes  of  the  Shiho  and  Hazorta,  who  give  him  fom* 
alarm,  but  do  him  no  damage,  Afterwards  he  has  to  climb  th? 
lofty  fountain  Taranta,  on  whofe  fummit  the  barometer  fell  t<> 
l8|  inches  French,  the  thermometer  being  59-  Since  Hannibal 
f  roTfeJ  the  ^4ps,  no  hardier  -expedition  ha$  been  atchicved  bjr 
mortal  man  than  the  alcent  up  this  hilL  The  road  was  incre^ 
d&ly  fteep,  rough,  and  uneven,  every  where  interfered  with 
torrents,  or  encurrtbered  with  huge  pieees  of4  rock.x   *  It  was 

*  with  great  diftcuhy  we  could  creep  up,  each  man  orryin£ 

*  his  arini  and  knapiack/  The  quadrant  had  been  carried  b/ 
etgljt  taien,  four  at  a  time,  the  other  four  relieving  them  by 
turns.  The  bearers  defpaired  of  being  able  to  carry  their  bur- 
den up  the  mountain,  as  a  thldg  *  'beyond  the  poAbtlity  of  hu- 

*  riian  ftrehgth/  In  this  cmeigendy  Mr.  Bruce^  fuffonit  inginui 
numtr<?s>  andrvKth  the  affiftance  of  a  firigle  Mo©*,  carries  it  four 
hundred  yard*  oVer  the  moil  difficult  and  fteepeft  part  of  the 
mountain*  They  then  place  the  iron  foot  of  the  quadrant  ten 
yards  higher,  and,  with  their  clothes  torn,  and  hands  and  knee* 
a|l  <ut,  mangled,  and  fcleeding,  they  profeffed  themfelves  able 
tp  carry  the  two  teleibopes  and  time-keeper  alfo.  Shame,  how- 
ever, fo  powerfully  operated  upon  the  reft  of  the  company,  that 
each  everted  his  utifteft  endeavours,  and  the  inftruments  were 
carried'  ne^r  half  *rty  up  thfe  terrible  mountain  by  about  two 
oarlock,  though  they  only  began  to  aicend  it  at  half  paft  two  in  tlte 
fytpe  afternoon.  We  mould  willingly  attribute  this  retroceffion 
of  time  te»  the  printer's  inadvertency,  had  not  die  author  fhewn 
that  he  himfelf  is  perfectly  equal  to  the  groffeft  inconfiftency.    ' 

The  fiirn  of  his  observations  ujk>n  Tigre,  the  firft  Abyffinnui 
province  wfcidh  he  travertes,  is,  that  it  is  one  entire  rock^  hav- 
ing but  a  k\f  fpots  abbut  Addwa  where  wheat  will  grow.  Here, 
we  are  told,  they  have  three  harvefts  annually  t 

«.  Th»r  frft  f^tifBC  is  in  July  1*4  Auguft;  it  i$  th*  principal 
qn€  for  «rtvW#  which  they  then  (ow  ^t  tlje  cuddle  of  the  rain*  Ii* 
fhe  faine  Hqfon  they  &w  tocuflp,  *eC  and  barley.  From  the  *Qtb 
Of  November  tfcev^  rea.p.  firft  their  b&rfcy*  thej*  the**  wheat*  and  kft 
of  alt  their  ten*!  In  rgQip  of  tftefe  they  fbw  immediately  upon  the 
feme  ground,  without  any  manure,  baney,  which  they  reap  in  Fe- 
bruary^ and  then  often  fow  ten*,  but  njore  frequently  a  Kind  of 
vteitch,  or  pea,  called  Shimbra ;  thefe  are  cut  down  before  the  firft 
rains,  which  arc*  in  April.  Wwh  »H*hefc  advantage*  of  triple  har- 
«*i%~  which  «oa  no  feltowing,  weediag,  manure,  *r  other  expenfi  ve 
pnootfilVy  <tho  farmes  in  Abyilnia  is  ahttay*  potfr  and  miferable,  - 
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.  *  In  Tigi^  it  U  a  good  harreft  that  produces  nine  after  One,  ft 
fcarcely  ever  is  known  to  produce  ten ;  or  more  than  three  after  one, 
{or  pea**  The  land,  at  in  Egypt,  is  fet  to  the  hightft  bidder  yearly; 
and,  like  Egypt*  it  receives  an  additional  value,  depending  09  the 

3 quantity  of  rain  that  falls,  and  its  fituation  mora  or  lefs  favourable 
or  leading  water  to  it*  The  landlord  furnifhet  the  feed  under  con- 
dition to  receive  half  the  produce  ;  but  I  am  told  he  is  a  very  indul- 
gent matter  that  does  not  take  another  quarter  for  the  rifle  he  haa 
run ;  fo  that  the  quantity  that  comes  to  the  fhare  of  the  hufband- 
jfcan  Is  not  more  than  fufficient  to  afford  fuftenanCe  for  his  wretched 
Jamily.* 

The  form  of  the  mountains  of  this  province  Is  too  extraordi- 
nary to  be  pafled  over  unnoticed,  we  had  almoft  added,— -or  to  be 
credited.    4  Some  of  them  are  flat,  thin*  and  fquare,  In  fhape 

*  of  an  hearth-ftone  or  flab,  that  fcarce  would  feem  to  have 

*  bafe  fufficient  to  refift  the  action  of  the  winds*    Some  are  like 

*  pyramids,  others  like  obelifts  or  prifms,  and  fome,  thetmoft 
c  extraordinary  of  all  the  reft,  pyramids  pitched  upon  theic 
€  points,  with  their  bafe  uppermoft!*  Tbp  reader  will  now 
Jurely  allow  that  a  man  who  travels  far,  may  fee  ftrange  things. 

In  this  province  they  are  faid  to  tan  hides  to  great  pence* 
lion,  and  at  Adowa  to  manufacture  coarfe  cotton  doth,  which, 
circulates  in  Abyffinia  in  place  of  filver  coin. 

At  the  city  of  Axum  he  meets  with  fome  antiquities,  which 
be  fuppoies  to  be  the  works  of  the  Ptolemies.  An  obeli (k,  with 
a  great  deal  of  carving  in  a  Gothic  tafte,  is  figured.  The 
fituation  of  this  place  gives  the  author  an  opportunity  of  criti- 
tifing  Lobo  and  his  tranflator,  Johnfon,  very  feyerely,  and,  in 
one  or  two  inftances,  very  juftlv.  Johnfon  had  faid,  with  the 
seal  of  a  tranflator,  that  (  die  Portuguese  traveller  has  amufed 
'  his  reader  with  no  romantic  abfurdities  or  incredible  fi&ions 
*•••»••  he  meets  with  no  bafiliflcs  that  deftroy  with  their 
4  eyes/  With  this  panegyric  Mr.  Bruce  very  properly  con- 
trails  a  paflage  of  Lobo,  in  which  he  is  very  near  deftroyed  by 
one  of  thofe  ferpents  that  dart  their  poifon  from  a  ditfance.  They 
have,  according  to  him,  a  wide  mouth,  with  which  they  draw 
in  a  great  quantity  of  air,  and,  having  retained  it  fome  time, 
eje&  it  with  fuch  force  as  to  kill  at  four  yards  diftance.     *  I 

*  only  efcaped/  fays  Lobo,  *  by  being  fomewhat  iarther  from 

*  him/  It  will  readily  be  granted  that  fuch  a  ferpent  is  an 
equivalent  for  the  moft  formidable  baiilifk. 

Soon  after  quitting  Axum,  our  traveller  meets  with  an  incU 
dent  which  many  have  found  it  extremely  difficult  to  believe, 
both  before  and  fince  the  publication  of  thefe  travels.  It  was 
an  inftance  of  a  cuftom  which  he  afterwards  found  prevalent  in 
Abyffinia,  the  eating  of  raw  and  living  flefli.  .We  will  not 
take  upon  us  to  fay  that,  in  bis  description  of  an  Abyffinian 
7  feaft 
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feaft  (p.  381),  he  has  ufed  no  amplification  when  he  feys  the 
prodigious  noife  made  by  the  animal  during  the  cutting  off  of 
its  flefli  is  the  fignal  for  the  company  to  fit  down  to  table;  and 
mentions  other  ctrcumftances,  which  we  muft  fupprefs  as  being 
equally  repugnant  to  decency  and  humanity:  but  we  have  no 
ftruple  in  admitting  the  general  fact.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
diet  of  many  barbarous  nations  confifts  of  things  more  offenfive 
to  our  ideas  of  cleanlinefs  at  leaft  than  that  of  the  Abyffinians* 
We  have  no  doubt  that;  originally  the  human  brute  tore  ta 
pieces  and  devoured,  like  other  beafts  of  prey,  in  the  keennefe; 
of  hunger,  whatever  animals  fell  within  his  grafp ;  and  why 
might  not  the  practice,  from  mere  habit,  be  long  continued  in 
a  country  where  dead  flelh  would  fo  rapidly  pafs  to  the  more 
difeufting  ftate  of  putrefaction.  But  we  do  not  reft  our  con- 
viction upon  general  confiderations  only.  Other  teftimonies,  in 
our  opinion  unexceptionable,  may  be  brought  in' confirmation 
of  the  fact.  As  a  fpecimen  we  fhafl  quote  an  Arabian  author 
who  wrote  at  Mecca  in  the  thirteenth  century.  The  folldwing 
is  a  tranflation  of  his  words :  Domes  habitant  Abyjftnii  Jlipulis 
compaclas  et  bourn  Jlercore  obtitas,  cibumque  capiunt  crudune.  §>u& 
de  re  certiorem  me  fecit,  qui  adfuerat  cum  Hati  David  Ben  Saif 
Arad  [who  was  king  of  one  of  the  Abyjfinian  provinces']  ventriculum 
bovis  femicodum  comediffet ;  quod  autem  in' eo  de  Jlercore  reliquum 
erat  fluebat  ad  palatum*  Idem  virum  etiam  vidit  qui  gallinarn  co- 
mederet  jam  canentem  *.  A  ludicrous  commentator  on  the 
work  before  us  might  quote  from  the  Englifli  newfpapers.  the 
atchievements  of  the  celebrated  eaters  of  living  cats. 

After  fome  molejftation  from  one  of  the  petty  chiefs  of  the 
country,  foirie  terror  from  the  roaring  of  lions,  and  the  lofs  of 
a  mule,  which  was  devoured  in  the  night  by  hyaenas,  our  tra- 
veller and  his  retinue  pafs  the  Waldubba,  or  valley  of  the  hyanas ;  a 
territory  entirely  inhabited  by  monks,  who,  for  mortification's 
fake,  have  retired  to  this  unwholefome,  hot,  and  dangerous 
country,  voluntarily  to  fpend  their  lives  in  penitence,  medita- 
tion, and  prayer.  This  valley,  too,  is  the  only  retreat  of  great 
men  in  difgrace  or  difguft.  They,  however,  lhave  their  hair, 
and  put  on  the  cowl  .here,  renouncing  the  world  for  folitude, 
and  taking  vows  which  they  refolve  to  keep  no  longer  than  exi- 
gencies require,  for  they  return,  when  opportunity  offers,  to  the 
world  again,  leaving  their  cowl  and  fan&ity  in  Waldubba. 
From  this  valley,  the  road  of  the  caravan  to  Gondar  leads  over 
the  top  of  Lamalman,  the  higheft  mountain  in  all  Abyffinia. 


*  Macrizi  Hiftoria  Regain  Ilamiticorum  Abyffinise  ex  editione 
Th.  Link.  p.  5.  Lugduni  Batavorum,  1790. 
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The  author  tells  us  he  does  not  know  by  what  fatality  the  fowl 
takes  this  lingular  and  inconvenient  direction. 

On  his  arrival  at  Gondar,  the  capital,  he  finds  the  king  and 
Ras  Michael  abfent;  and  to  them  his  letters  were  dire&ed: 
and  he  had  not  a  fingle  perfon  to  whom  he  could  apply.  By 
great  gocd  fortune  the  brother  of  the  principal  merchant  in 
Abyffinia,  who  was  himfelf  abfent,  to  whom  alfo  he  had  let- 
ters, though  in  the  page  before  he  feems  to  have  forgotten 
them,  proves  a  worthy  fenfible  man,  and  places  Mr.  Bruce  in 
an  houfe  in  the  Moorifh  town,  which  may  be  confidered  as  a  - 
fuburb,  and  confifts  of  three  thoufand  houfes.  Here  he  is  vi- 
fited  by  Ayto  Aylo,  a  perfon  of  great  wealth,  diftinftiori,  and 
reipe&ability,  who  never  was  in  the  Moorifli  town  before,  and 
who,  on  approaching  our  author,  c  uncovered  his  head  jand 
«  (houlders,  as  if  he  had  been  approaching  a  perfon  of  the  firft 
«  diftinaion/ 

It  would  have  very  much  contributed  to  elucidate  the  narra- 
tive if  there  had  been  placed  here,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
tranfa&ions  in  Abyffinia,  a  lift  of  the  principal  perfonages  who 
bear  a  part  in  them.     Mr.  Bruce  is  almoft  every  where  tedious 
and  inaccurate;  but  here  the  numerous  dramatis  ferjona^  and 
the  indiftin&nefs  with  which  they  are  mentioned,  add  a  degree 
of  perplexity  which  will  try  the  patience  of  the  generality  of 
readers.     We  fhall  attempt  a  fpecimen  of  this  kind,  as  it  will 
enable  us  to  give,  in  a  few  words,  an  outline  of  thofe  perfonal 
adventures  which  are  detailed  at  fuch  great  length,  and  indeed 
conftitute  the  bulk  of  thefe  heavy  volumes. 
Jambs  Bruce,  Efq.  the  hero  of  the  piece. 
Tecla  Haimanout,  the  king,  fenfible,  affable,  courteous, 
and  friendly  to  the  author,  ever  after  he  (hot  a  farthing  candle 
through  three  (hields  and  a  table  *,  but  to  his  fubje&s  cruel  and 
bloodthirfty,  infomuch  that  he  ordered,  in  cool  blood,  a  Shum, 
or  petty  chieftain,  and  his  fon,  to  be  hanged  on  the  fpot,  be- 
caufe  a  thorn  caught  his  upper  garment  as  he  was  riding  along* 
'  The  kings  of  Abyffinia  are  always  accompanied  by  an  execu** 
%   tioner  during  their  march. 

Ras  Michael,  governor  of  Tigre",  in  full  power  on  th* 
author's  arrival,  afterwards  overpowered  and  banifhed.  He 
poifoned  the  laft,  and  perfectly  ruled  the  prefent,  king :  he  is 
defcribed  as  filent,  referved,  and  fenfible.  Wherever  he  marched, 
his  way  was  marked  by  fire  and  fword. 

*  Have  they  farthing  candles  in  Abjrffinia?  Will  tallow  retain  its 
toitfi&etice  in  that  hot  country  f 
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Fasil,  a  cunning  and  daring  rebel,  once  defeated  by  Michael, 
and  afterwards  reconciled  to  him,  but  not  cordially. 

Abba  Salama,  third  in  dignity  in  the  church,  and  firft  re* 
ligious  officer  in  the  palace :  a  man  of  great  wealth  and  de- 
bauched life,  though  he  had  taken  vows  of  poverty  and  chaftity. 
He  had  in  Gondar  above  feventy  miftrefles ;  when  he  fixed  his 
defires  upon  a  woman,  he  forced  her  to  comply  under  pain  of 
excommunication,  never  having  recourfe  firft  to  the  more  in* 
dire&  and  gentle  means  of  fedu£tion,  gifts,  Attendance,  or  flat- 
tery. He  is  hanged  for  advifing  the  Aouna,  or  fupreme  eccle- 
fiaftical  officer,  to  excommunicate  the  king.  He  had  always 
been  an  enemy  to  the  author,  and  the  Franks  in  general. 

Gusso  and  Powasson,  the  leaders  of  the  fuccefsful  oppo- 
fition  to  Ras  Michael,  whofe  grand-daughter  was  married  to 
the  latter. 

Amha  Yasous,  prince  of  Shoa,  a  young  man  of  the  moft 
amiable  chara&er  and  liberal  fentiments. 

Guangoul,  chief  of  the  eaftern  Galla,  and  beyond  contro- 
verfy,  though  he  appears  but  once,  the  moft  diftinguiflied  cha- 
racter in  the  drama,  the  hero  himfelf  excepted.  On  a  vifit  of 
ceremony  to  the  king,  his  long  hair  was  plaited  and  interwoven 
with  the  bowels  of  oxen ;  it  hung  down  part  before  his  breaft, 
and  part  behind  his  fhoulder.  *  He  had  likewife  a  wreath  of 
1  guts  about  his  neck,  and  feveral  rounds  of  the  fame  about  his 
c  middle ;  below  which  was  a  fhort  cotton  cloth  dipped  in  butter, 
(  and  all  his  body  was  wet  and  running  down  with  the  fame.' 
He  rode  on  a  cow  with  monftrous  horns,  without  any  (addle. 
The  king,  at  fight  of  the  favage,  was  feized  with  an  immode- 
rate fit  of  laughter,  and  ran  into  another  apartment.  Guangoul, 
difmounting  and  entering  the  tent,  took  the  king's  vacant  feat 
for  one  defigned  for  himfelf,  and  4  down  he  fate  upon  the  crim- 

*  fon  filk  cufhion,  with  the  butter  running  from  every  part  of 

*  him/  It  is  high  treafon  to  fit  upon  the  king's  feat.  The  at- 
tendants all  fell  upon  poor  Guangoul,  who  at  laft  owed  his  life 
only  to  his  ignorance.  Ever  afterwards  the  king's  ftool^  was 
placed  with  its  face  on  the  carpet,  in  order  to  prevent  fuch  ac- 
cidents. The  whole  fcene  was  afterwards  a&ed  for  the  amufe- 
ment  of  the  court,  at  the  particular  defire  of  the  elegant  Ozoro 
Either.  The  affronted  Galla  chief  goes  over  to  the  rebels,  but 
i$  attacked  and  cut  to  pieces  by 

A yto  Confu,  Ozoro  Efther's  fon  by  a  former  bufband :  he  ^ 
was  cured  of  the  fmall-pox  by  Mr.  Brace* 

Doho,  dwarf  to  Ras  Michael. 

Stratbs,  merry-andrcw  to  Mr.  Bwce. 

Azaob  Tecla  Haimanout,  «  Mtf  jujlicj  tf  thi  Un/s* 
'  bmb  in  AbyJfiniaS 

G  a  Ozoro 
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.  Ozofto  Esther,  wife  to  Ras  Michael,  a  beautiful,  dejicate, 
and  fentimental  lady ;  affectionate  and  attentive  to  her  family 
beyond  the  ftrength  of  her  elegant  frame,  and  to  Mr.  Bruce  a 
friend  at  once  firm  and  tender.  If  (he  inftigated  Ras  Michael 
to  flay  the  unfortunate  Woofheka  alive,  and  to  have  his  fkiri 
fluffed  and  expofed,  this  was  but  from  affe&ion  for  her  former 
hufband  \  and  if  fhe  proftituted  her  perfon  to  the  king,  it  was 
only,  we  fuppofe,  to  give  a  proof  af  her  loyalty. 

It  happened  that,  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Bruce's  arrival,  the 
fmall-pox  had  infedted  a  number  of  perfons  of  note.  A  father 
and  his  daughter  died  under  the  roof  of  the  dowager  queen. 
Mr.  Bruce  had  with  great  prudence  declined  interfering,  while 
the  monks  undertook  to  preferve  them  by  prayers*  proceffions, 
and  charms.  This  cataftrophe  having  afforded  a  ftriking  proof 
of  the  inefficacy  of  thefe  means,  his  affiftance  was  folicited,  and 
the  entire  management  of  the  patients  was  committed  to  him. 
It  was  thus  probably  that  he  acquired  the  great  eftimation  in 
which,  both  according  to  his  own  and  Sir  William  Jones's  ac- 
count, he  was  held  in  the  country. 

This  credit  might  undoubtedly  have  procured  a  man  of  judg- 
ment and  obfervation  the  opportunity  of  gathering  much  ufeful 
and  curious  information.  But  on  our  author  this  advantage  has 
been  too  much  thrown  away ;  and  when,  inftead  of  a  fimple  and 
faithful  picture  of  Abyilinian  manners,  we  find  a  long  and  idle 
parallel  between  Pernan  and  Abyffinian  cuftoms,  which,  after 
all,  the.author  himfelf  tells  us  amounts  to  nothing,  fince  thefe 
cuftoms  and  ceremonies  prevailed  univerfally  in  the  Eaft,  we 
fincerely  wifh  that  he  had  been  fatisfied  with  the  reputation  of 
an  adventurous  traveller ;  it  had  been  more  agreeable  to  us  to 
regret  bis  filence  than  our  difappointment.  The  freedom  an4 
influence  of  the  fair  fex  (the  author  often  talks  of  the  Abyffinian 
ladies)  would  be  a  curious  fad  in  fo  barbarous  a  country;  and 
ftill  more  fo  the  inftitution  that  anfwers  to  that  of  Italian  ctcijbtosy 
if  we  could  depend  on  the  accuracy  of  the  information.  To 
marriage  no  ceremony  is  neceflary,  and  the  parties  quit  each 
other  at  pleafure.  A  fon  of  the  king  by  a  flave  has  the  fame 
chance  for  fucceeding  as  any  other  of  the  royal  offspring.  We 
expected  particular  and. minute  information  concerning  the  con- 
finement of  the  collateral  branches  of  the  royal  family;  but  the 
author  only  mentions  it  in  general  terms.  The  proclamation 
which  preceded  the  king's  progrefs  has  a  magnificent  found. 
c  Cut  down  the  Kantuffa  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  world,  for 
1  I  know  not  whither  I  am  going.' 

We  pafs  over  the  ftate  of  religion,  circumcifion,  excifion,  the 
inquiry  into  the  Abyffinian  tepets  refpe&ing  the  fingle  or  double 
nature  of  Chrift,  as  fubje&s  in  themfelves  little  interefting,.  and' 
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by  no  means  recommended  by  the  manner  in  which  they  are 
treated.  The  fixth  book  attra&s  us  by  the  .1  full  account"  it 
profeffes  to  give  of  the  Nile.  The  author  made  one  unfuc- 
cefsful  attempt  to  reach  its  fource.  He,  however,  arrived  at  the 
celebrated  cataraft  of  Alata,  which  he  deferibes  in  the  follow- 
ing terms : 

*  The  cataraft  itfelf  was  the  mod  magnificent  fight  that  ever  I 
beheld.  The  height  has  been  rather  exaggerated.  The  miffionaries 
fay  the_fall  is  about  fixteen  ells,  or  fifty  feet.  The  meafuring  is, 
indeed,  very  difficult ;  but,  by  the  pofition  of  long  (ticks*  and  poles 
of  different  lengths,  at  different  heights  of  the  rock,  from  the  water's- 
edge,  I  may  venture  to  fay  that  it  is  nearer  forty  feet  than  any  other 
meafure.  The  river  had  been  considerably  increased  by  fains,  and 
fell  in  one  meet  of  water,  without  any  interval,  above  half  an 
£ngli(h  mile  in  breadth,  with  a  force  and  noife  that  was  truly  terri- 
ble, and  which  (tunned  and  made  me,  for  a  time,  perfectly  dizZy. 
A  thick  fume,  or  haze,  covered  the  fall  all  round,  and  hung  over 
the  courfe  of  the  dream  both  above  and  below,  marking  its  track, 
though  the  water  was  not  feen.' 

The  fources  of  the  Nile,  which  he  difcovered  in  a  fecond 
excurfion,  are  placed  in  latitude  io°  59'  1 1"  north,  ^nd  longitude 
360  55'  30"  eaft  from  Greenwich.  He  concludes,  from  very 
inefficient  grounds,  as  the  reader  will  fee  by  comparing  p.  32 
with  p.  642  of  Vol.  III.  that  thefe  fources  are  more  than  two 
miles  above  the  level  of  the  fea.  The  fources  are  three  in 
number,  fituated  in  a  marfh,  and  little  mounts  or  altars  are 
raifed  about  them,  for  divine  honours  are  faid  to  be  paid  to  the 
river  by  the  neighbouring  tribes.  Having  received  fome  tri- 
butary ftreams,  and  fallen  down  two  precipices,  it  reaches  the 
lake  of  Dembea,  through  which  it  is  faid  to  preferve  its  current 
and  colour  for  feven  leagues ;  a  fa£t  we  are  juft  as  ready  to  be- 
lieve as  that  there  are  conical  or  pyramidical  mountains  ftanding 
on  their  point.  The  fame  thing  was  once  faid  of  the  Rhone 
and  lake  of  Geneva  j  but  the  obfervations  of  later  travellers 
have  {hewn  the  report  to  be,  a  pure  fable ;  and  Mr.  Bruce  does 
not  give  any  account  of  his  particular  examination  of  a  circum- 
fiance  fo  improbable ;  he  only  tells  totidem  verbis  that  it  is  fo. 
About  latitude  18  the  Aftaboras  joins  the  Nile,  and,  in  the 
angle  formed  by  the  jun&ion  of  thefe  two  rivers  lies,  in  our. 
author's,  opinion,  the  ifland  Meroe,  where  indeed  D'Anville 
places  it.  The  foljowing  table  of  rain  in  Abyffinia  will  explain 
jh.9  caufe  of  the  fertility  of  Egypt : 
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*  Total  $/  Rain  thatftUin  Abyssinia  in  thi  T$*rt  177b  and  177^ 
in  tbi  Rainy  Mmtht. 
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V 
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41-35* 

In  the  fixteenth  chapter  the  author  inquires  whether  Egypt  is 
the  gjft  of  (the  Nile,  and  decides  in  the  negative ;  his  reafons, 
as  faF  as,  we  can  underftand  them,  are  very  unfatisfa&ory.   That 
there  is  now  no  foil  in  the  beds  of  the  Abyffinian  rivers,  but 
that  their  channels  are  rocky,  is  an  argument  that  at  once  fliews 
the  author  not  to  be  converfant  in  inquiries  of  this  kind.    The 
various  powers   that  produce   the  dilapidations  of  mountains 
bring  fragments  of  rock  into  the  beds  of  the  torrents  ;  then 
they  are  rolled  along,  and  attrition  reduces  them  to  particles  of 
a  fize  capable  of  being  fufpended  in  running  water,     Thus  it  is 
that  the  various  deltas  of  the  earth  have  been  formed,  and  a 
thoufand  lakes  filled  up.     Page  675  fome  experiments  are  re- 
lated, from  which  it  appeared  that  as  the  water  was  taken  lower 
down  the  Nile,  the  fediment  it  depofited  was  larger  5  at  Syene,  • 
latitude  24,  nine  times  as  much  as  at  Sennaar,  latitude  1 3.     Of 
this  refult  we  doubt  much,  and  it  proves  nptbing :  wherever 
the  Nile  gets  its  mud,  it  will  depofit  it  when  ftagnant;  and 
thus  it  is  contended  that  Egypt  was  formed.     That  the  increafe 
was  a  foot  in  an  hundred  years,  i$  a  fuppofition  we  agree  with 
the  author  in  rejecting.     The  rife  has  probably  not  been  fen- 
fible  in  the  period  of  authentic  hiftoryj  indeed  cultivations  and 
the  numerous  interfe&ions  would  tend  to  deprefs  fhe  foil  by 
draining  it,  as  a  bog  finks  when  canals  are  cut  in  it ;  and  th« 
flats  by  the  fides  ofrivers  are,  in  their  ftate  of  nature,  always 
more  or  lefs  approaching  to  bogs. 

In  the  difquifition  on  the  Nilometer  there  feem  to  be  fome 
good  obfcrvations  $  and  if  the  meafures  given  of  the  feveral 
pecks  are  juft,  the  inquirers  into  the  hiftory  and  peculiarities  of 
this  moft  interefting  country  will  t>e  much  indebted  to  the  author 
for  his  obfervations. 

As 
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As  we  do  not  intend  to  follow  the  long  and  tedious  account 
of  the  civil  war  in  AbyfEnia,  we  fhall  be  able  to  finifh  our  ob- 
fervations  on  the  remaining  part  of  this  work  in  another  num- 
ber ;  and  in  that  we  (hall  chiefly  confine  ourfelves  to  the  ap- 
pendix. It  would  be  an  endlefs  tafk  to  enumerate  what  we 
expe&ed  and  wiflied,  but  have  not  found  in  the  fuperfluity  of 
ufelefs  matter.  One  defideratum,  however,  relative  to  our  own 
fpecies,  the  greateft  that  can  be  in  a  work  of  this  kind,  we  will 
mention ;  it  is,  an  accurate  defcription  with  drawings  of  the 
/  Abyffinians  and  neighbouring  tribes.  We  have  in  the  front  of 
the  fecond  volume,  a  head  of  Ras  Michael  j  and  from  time  to 
time  fomething  is  faid  of  the  yellow  hue  of  one  tribe,  and  the 
black  colour  and  woolly  hair  of  another.  The  long  hair  of  the 
Abyffinians  is  diftin£Hy  noticed ;  but  we  have  found  nothing 
aipon  which  we  can  rely  as  illuftrative  of  the  natural  hiftory  of 
man.  The  portrait  of  Gregory  of  Ludolph  prefents  very  much 
the  colour,  features,  and  crifp  hair  of  the  foutherly  African. 
Its  chara&er  is  quite  different  from  that  of  Mr.  Bruce's  Ras 
Michael;  upon* which  we  can  the  lefs  depend  as  he  fays  the?ori- 
ginal  bore  a  moft  ftriking  refemblance  to  Bufibn,  which  we  will 
venture  to  fay  is  not  true  of  the  copy. 

[  To  he  concluded  in  our  next.  J 


Art.  III.  Letters,  addrejfed  chiefly  tq  a  young  Gentleman,  upon 
Subjects  of  Literature  5  including  a  Tranflation  of  Euclid? s  Seclion 
of  the  Canon  ;  and  his  Treatife  on  Harmonics;  with  an  Explana- 
tion of  the  Greek  Mujical  Modes,  according  to  the  DoSfrint  of 
Ptolemy.  By  Charles  Davy,  M*  A*  Reclor  ojOnehoufe*  in  Suffolk* 
Svo.  2  vols,  1  os,    Payne  and  Sonf  London.     Ij8f* 

nnHESE  Letters  appear  not  to  have  been  written  originally 
«■■  with  the  view  of  publication ;  they  are  the  produce  of  a 
private  correfpondence :  but  the  fubje<Ss  of  them  being  more  of 
a  permanent  than  a  temporary  nature,  there  was  thelefs  occa- 
fion  for  continuing  them  in  that  obfcurity  in  which,  it  feems, 
they  had  long  been  confined.  They  relate  chiefly  to  the  Greek 
language  and  the  ancient  mufic ;  two  branches  of  knowledge 
with  which  the  author  appears  to  be  yery  converfant.  Th$ 
ftru&ure  and  ppwer  of  the  Greek  verbs  occupy  much  of  his  at*, 
tentiort ;  and  his  obfervations  on  thefe  fubje&s,  though  in  ge- 
neral not  new,  are  judicioufly  cojle&ed,  and  will  prove  ufeful 
to  thofe  who  would  profecute  fuch  grammatical  difquifitions.  It 
will  be  fufficient  for  us  to  give,  as  a  fpecim^n,  a  part  of  his 
remarks  on  the  ufe  of  the  middle  voice : 


G4  v  <  Befides 
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«  Beiides' the  adive  and  paffivc  voices,  which  are  fdund  in  verbs 
-  of  all  languages,  the  Greeks  have  another  called' the  middle  ■  voice  ; 
at  is  fo  named  becaufe  it  has  a  middle  nature  between  the  other  two 
voices,  partaking  fomewhat  of  each,  the  agent  oT  Aich  middle  verbs 
being  adive  in  impreffing  the  energy,  and  paflive  in  the  reception  of 
it:  thus 

4  Twirl*)*  aftive,  fignifies,  I  beat.  * 

*  Tvi/loim,  paflive,  I  am  beaten. 

'  TV7r%/ua.h  middle,  I  beat  myfelf.  There  is  no  occafion  for  a 
ftumber  of  inftances ;  to  have  pointed  out  the  principal  is  fufficient ; 
and  by  a  proper  attention  in  the  courfe  of  reading  Greek,  examples 
of  middle  verbs  may  be  found  in  almoft  every  page. 

*  But  it  is  to  be  obferved  that  all  middle  verbs  have  not  this  re- 
flexive fenfe  in  equal  force ;  fome  of  them  are  truly  and  ftridly  re- 
ciprocals, the  energy  of  the  verb  falling  direaty  upon  the  agent ; 
there  are  others*  which  reflect  the  energy  obliquely  upon  the  agent, 
and  that  with  various  degrees' of  obliquity;  and  others,  again,  which 
recede  farther  ftill  from  ftrid  reciprocality,  and  feem  to  mark  only  a 
firongtr  energy  than  would  be  expreffed  by  the  verb  adive,  though 
they  ftill  retain  the  charader  of  a  reflexive  fenfe  by  their  attachment 
to  the  agent,  and  by  not  fuffering  the  energy  to  quit  it  entirely.  This 
is  what  1  take  to  be  the  fubftance  of  your  account. 

*  In  the  following  paiTages  I  think  there  is  a  fcaleor  gradation  of 
middle  fenfe  from  Arid  reciprocality,  downwards  to  flronger  energy 

%•  noxmv  mfiufefMt  av^ga*.     Callim.  Hymn  to  Dian. 
1 will intermix  my f elf  \ 

*•  vwrKis  wwm?  ti/UTrwxtto.    Eurip.  Medea.  1162. 
She  threw  around  herfelf 

5.  frcr*f  rcec  Qun&c  crLom&liT&i  'Qatt/s"  0  yfnrtvs.  Theocr.  I.  vii. 
He  looks  him  out  the  Thunnies,  or  looks  them  out  for  himfelf.    '  * 

4«'Nyy  $*  Owpnri*  rie<t&vcoffOL/4ins-*     Pirid.  Olymp.  12. 
Having  procured  himfelf  to  he  crowned, 

5%  TV/*eActff0SM$r, 

ifxwetr*  idu&oyo?  TloouSeov.     Pind.  Olymp.  1. 
He  loved  much. 

c  In  thefe  paffages  the  middle  fenfe  of  the  verbs  feems  to  be  gra- 
dually fhaded  off,  as  it  were,  from  •xi/ki&v«u,  a  perfed  reciprocal, 
down  to  tfiuffftLTo ;  the  meaning  of  which  might  have  been  ex- 
prefled  by  the  adive  aorift  f >***/  but  not  fo  emphatically,  for  fAam 
would  have  only  fignified  he  loved,  whereas  t^wo  fignifies  that 
he  loved  with  arfdour9  or  (ftill  to  preferve  a  (hadow  of  reciprocality) 
he  loved  for  himfelf  or  for  his  own  fake.  ■     -  N 

*  There  are  many  verbs,  both  primitive  and  derivative,  which  are 
never  found  with  the  adive  terminations,  but  have  only  the  middle 
and  paffive  voices ;  thefe  do  not  feem  to  be  comprehended  in  what 
has  been  faid  above  of  middle  verbs  which  are  regularly  formed  : 

but, 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


Letters  upon  Stibje&s  of Literature. ,  105 

but,  upon  farther  confideration,  I /have  no  doubt  but  fuch  would  all 
be  found  as  truly  middle  verb9  as  the  other.  , 

*  It  is  to  be  obferved  that  in  verbs  which  have  three  voiqes,  the 
fenfe  of  the  middle  voice  depends  upon  that  of  the  active ;  and  afi 
fometimes  the  middle  bears  only  an^lluiive  or  figurative  relation  to 
the  a&ive,  it  is  difficult  to  pronounce  a  verb  truly  middle  in  fucji 
circumftances,  without  recurring  to  the  precife  fignification  of  the 
a&ive  voice.  To  explain  what  I  mean,  I  fhall  take  the  inftance  of 
xrjTTco  and  kottto^ai,  the  former  of  which  iignifies  I  beat,  and  the 
iatter  I  beat  myfelf,  or  I  lament.  Now  if  jwrrc*  were  loft,  it  would 
be  impoflible  to  tell  that  wn?of**i  was  a  truly  middle  verb— apply 
what  1  have  here  faid  to  the  verbs  whofe  a&ives  are  really  loft ;  it  is 
but  reafonable  to  conclude  that  if  thefe  a&ives  could  be  recovered, 
fa  as  to  obtaih  the  true  genuine  meaning  of  them,  their  middle  voices 
would  appear  to  be  truly  middle.  Nor  is  it  at  all  wonderful  that  ip 
many  active  vttbsjkould  be  loft ;  the  Greek,  like  all  other  languages, 
.we  muft  fuppofe  was  improved  from  fome  rude  archetype ;  to  expeci 
jpcrfeft  and  diftindfc  remains  of  this  in  the  productions  of  tbe  refined 
aaid  elegant  ages  of  Greece,  would  be  as  abfurd  as  to  fearch,  with 
'the  expectation  of  finding  pure  Saxon,  in  the  language  of  Pope  and 
Addifon.  The  obfole^e  dialed!  is,  in  either  cafe,  intimately  blended, 
and  interwoven  with  the  polifhed  language.  A  knowledge  of  this, 
as  a  feparate  dialed,  moft  probably  remained  at  the  time  when  the 
beft  Greek  claffic  authors  wrote,  as  that  of  the  Saxon  does  now 
amongft  us ;  and  therefore  the  learned  amongft  them  underftood  the 
ft  11  force  of  thefe  verbs,  by  being  within  reach  of  their  origin,  al- 
though the  modern  readers  of  their  works  fhould  not  be  able  fully 
to  comprehend  it  at  the  diftance  of  fo  many  centuries-  This  general 
obfervation  may  ferve  to  account  for  the  want  of  a  linking  middle 
"fenfe  in  fome  verbs  of  this  clafs  ;  but  there  is  much  lefs  frequent  oc- 
cafion  to  recur  to  it  than  might  fairly  be  imagined.* 

On  the  fubje&  of  the  Greek'  accents  our  author  difcovers 
much  ingenuity  and  learning.  He  inquires  whether  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  voice,  by  the  acute  accent,  has  any  effeft  upon  a 
fyllable  as  to  its  length ;  that  is,  whether  the  acute  accent  ne- 
ceflarily  increafes  the  time  of  a  fliort  fyllable,  to  which  it  is  fre- 
quently applied,  or  continues  that  of  a  long  one,  fo  as  to  alter 
the  due  proportion  of  quantity,  as  it  is  called,  in  either  cafe. 

The  propofition  above  ftated  is  the  opinion  of  fome  eminent 
Scholars,  who  argue  for  the  propriety  of  retaining  the  Greek 
accentual  marks,  as  well  as  of  others  who  have  contended  for 
the  total  rejection  of  them.  Both  parties  arguing  from  a  mifc 
take  concerning  their  ufe  and  application,  have  formed,  on  .each 
fide,  a  conclufion  apparently  inconfiftent  with  Grecian  elocu- 
tion :  thofe  who  have  written  in  favour  of  the  accentual  marks 
being  retained,  maintaining,  at  the  fame  time,  the  propriety  of 
altering  the  times  of  fyllables,  according  to  their  fuppofed  power* 
at  leaft  in  profej  whilft  others  have  rejected  them  entirely  as 

abfurd, 
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abfurd,  bccaufe  of  their  prefumed  inconfiftency  with  quantity, 
which  the  ancients  never  violated,  either  in  profe  or  verfe. 

The  accentual  chara&ers  having  been  added  in  poetical  com* 
pofitions,  has  greatly  perplexed  thofe  who  confidered  diem  as 
marks  of  quantity;  for  that  the  quantity  of  fyllables  in  verfe 
fliould  be  regulated  agreeably  to  the  fuppofed  power  of  the  acute 
accent,  was  too  glaring  an  abfurdity  to  be  maintained.  No- 
thing, therefore,  remained  in  this  cafe  but,  with  Voffius,  to  con- 
sider the  accentual  characters  as  mifapplied  marks  of  emphafis,  or 
otherwife  as  mere  mufical  notes. 

Our  author  obferves,  the  fuppofition  that  an  acute  accent  al- 
ways lengthened  the  time  of  a  fyllable,  which  fome  learned 
men  have  affirmed,  either  to  favour  a  difmiffion  of  the  accentual 
chara&ers  entirely,  or  to  fupport  an  opinion  that  the  quantity 
ought  to  be  changed  when  it  was  applied  to  a  (hort  fyllable,  is 
owing  to  a  miftake  of  the  manner  in  which  the  voice  is  fup- 
pofed to  raife  the  acute  in  fpeaking,  which  the  leaft  acquaint- 
ance with  the  nature  of  mufical  notes  would  have  prevented. 
This  remark,  we  think,  he  illuftrates  in  a  fatisfaftory  manner  ; 
and  we  ihould  like  wife  join  him  in  opinion  refpe&ing  the  cele- 
brated powers  of  the  ancient  Greek  muficians.  c  For  my  own 
4  part/  fays  he, 

*  I  muft  ackno.\  ledge  myfelf  an  infidel  with  refpeft  to  the  won- 
derful tales  of  ancient  inftrumental  mufic,  and  afcribe  its  extraordi- 
nary effecls,  if  they  ever  were  produced,  chiefly  to  the  force  of  that 
fublime  poetry  of  which  it  was  the  accompaniment.  Inftrumental 
mufic,  by  itfelf,  is  capable  of  inflaming  the  appetites,  whofe  objecls, 
in  general,  are  fixed  by  the  conftitution  of  our  nature,  and  of  ex- 
citing vague  emotions  of  a  higher  kind ;  but  I  believe  it  never  raifes 
what  are  properly  called  paffions  by  its  own  intrinfic  power,  although 
it  hath  a  natural  power  of  allaying  them  when  raifed ;  it  may,  inr 
deed,  excite  emotions,  as  I  have  faid,  which  differ  from pajjion'in  thia 
xefpeft,  that  they  do  not  include  fuch  a  defire  as  carries  us  out  to 
a&ion  for  want  of  a  determined  objeft,  but  an  emotion  feldom  fails  to 
grow  into  a  paffion  whenever  fuitable  objects  prefent  themfelves,  ap- 
parently worthy  of  our  purfuit,  with  a  probable  expectation  of  acquir- 
ing their  pofTeflion  or  enjoyment.' 

Our  aijthor  having  tranflated  Euclid's  Section  of  the  Canon, 
and  his  freatife  on  Harmonic,  it  would  be  unneceffary  for  us 
to  obferve,  that  he  appears  to  have  a  great  tafte  for  mufic.  We 
muft  add,  in  juftice,  that  his  tafte  is  delicate  and  refined.  Of 
the  pleafures  of  poetry  we  find  him  likewife  not  unfufceptible  ; 
and  in  this  department  we  meet  with  fome  fpecimens  of  his 
genius.  The  Letters,  however,  are  more  calculated  to  afford 
Jnftruflion  than  entertainment.  On  various  parts  of  the  Greek 
language  Mr.  Dayy  has  collected  much  ufeful  information* 
3  k  confirmed 
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confirmed  by  judicious  remarks;  and  on  the  fubje&  of  ancient 
mulic  be  is  equally  ingenious  and  fcientific.  In  the  courfe  of 
the  work  we  meet  with  an  interefting  account  of  the  earthquake 
at  Lifbon  in  1755. 


Art.  IV.  A  Letter  and  Queries  to  Dr.  Prieftky  relative  to  the 
Principles  of  the  Corporation  and  Tejl  Acls ;  occafioned  by  his 
Sermon  preached  at  Birmingham  on  the  $th  ofJ$ovtmbery  1789, 
8vo.  is.    Bew.     London,  1790. 

THE  ingenious  author  of  this  little  performance  begins  his 
fubject  by^  few  words  in  favour  of  the  Socratic  manner  of 
reafoning  to  which  he  wifhes  to  reduce  all  controverfy,  as  the 
only  method  of  convincing  men  that  the  ftrong  hold  they  con* 
ceive  themfelves  to  have  attained  by  the  juftnefs  of  their  opi- 
nions is  not  fo  impregnable  as  they  imagine.  At  the  end  of  a  de- 
bate, fays  our  author,  i  each  party  falutes  its  own  champion  with 
Peans  of  victory ;  but  who  hath  really  the  advantage  remains 
as  much  a  queftion  at  the  clofe  of  the  day  as  it  was  before  the 
fight  began :  fo  that  the  conteft  ends  with  no  better  effeft 
than  to  leave  the  minds  of  the  difputants  themfelves,  and  of 
their  refpe&ive  adherents,  exafperated  againfl:  each  other; 
while  the  cooler  and  more  difpaflionate  fpe&ators  often  find  it 
fo  difficult  to  form  their  judgment  as  to  make  them  think  it 
hardly  worth  while  to  inquire  what  the  fair  ftate  of  the  quef- 
tion may  be — what  the  principles,  equally  admitted  by  both 
parties,  or  peculiar  to  either — and  how  far  thefe  are  to  be  re- 
ceived as  felf-evident,  or  proved,  or  capable  of  proof.'  To 
emove  thefe  inconveniencies  the  author  propofes  that  whenever 
any  perfon  conceives  himfelf  fo  far  matter  of  a  pofition  as  to 
explain  his  meaning,  he  fhould  be  expected  to  anfwer  every  fair 
queftion  that  may  be  propofed  to  him  on  the  fubje&.  Regard- 
left  of  die  petulance  that  may  attend  fome  queries,  he  is  to  con- 
fider  himfelf  as  bound  to  anfwer  every  inquiry  without  wander- 
ing beyond  its  import.  But  if  he  fufpe&s  any  queftioner  fo  far 
under  the  influence  of  prejudice  as  to  be  unable  to  comprehend 
the  truth,  he  (hall  have  the.  privilege  of  placing  him  in  his  own 
chair,  and,  by  a  fimilar  mode  of  queftioning,  hrft  divert  him  of 
his  falfe  opinions,  in  order  to  make  room  for  his  receiving  the 
truth.  By  thefe  means  there  is  fome  reafon  to  believe  that 
men,  finding  the  difficulty  of  maintaining  their  own  grounds, 
would  be  ready  to  fufpe£t  the  foundation  they  flood  on,  and,  in- 
ftead  of  only  inquiring  into  the  fallacy  of  other  opinions,  would 
firft  learn  the  juftice  of  their  own  ;  nor  would  they  be  fo  much 
Shocked  that  naea  fhould  think  differently  from  what  they  con- 
ceive 
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ceive  to  be  the  truth,  when  they  found  their  antagontfts  had 
reafons  to  urge  in  thefr  behalf  which  never  before  occurred  to 
them. 

After  this  the  author,  inftead  of  faying  any  thing  againft  the 
petition,  or  anfivering  any  objections  that  may  be  made  to  his 
opinion,  fubmits  a  number  of  queries  to  the  Do&or ;  to  fome  of 
which  we  conceive  it  will  be  difficult  for  that  ready  writer  to 
make  any  reply. 

We  have  often  in  our  labours  had  occafion  to  obferve  how 
much  eafier  it  is  to  make  objections  to  any  fyftem,  whether  phi- 
lofophical,  religious,  or  political,  than  to  eftablifh  a  new  one, 
By  the  Socratic  mode  of  reafoning  each  would  be  under  a  ne- 
ceffity  of  defending  his  own,  inftead  of  declaiming  againft  any 
other ;  which  we  conceive  would  very  much  fliorten  controverfial 
debates,  if  it  did  not  even  bring  them  to  an  iflue. 


ART.  V.  Obfer  vat  ions  made  on  a  Tour  from  Bengal  to  Perfea>  in 
the  Yean  1786  and  1787.  With  ajhort  Account  of  the  Remains 
vf  the  celebrated  Palace  of  Perfepolis ;  and  other  inter ejiing  Events* 
By  William  Francklin^  Enftgn  on  the  Hon.  Company's  Bengal 
Ejlablijhment,  lately  returned  from  Perfia.  8vo.  5s.  boards, 
Cadelh     London,  1790. 

•Tp  HE  author  of  this  volume,  we  are  told,  is  the  fon  of  the  late 
-*  Dr.  Francklin,  the  translator  of  Sophocles.  Being  a  fuper- 
numerarv  officer  on  the  Bengal  eftablimment,  and  laudably  de- 
firous  of  employing  his  leifure  to  his  improvement  in  the  Perfian 
language,  he  obtained,  he  informs  us,  a  furlough  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  His  principal  refidence  was  at  Shirauz,  where,  by  living 
in  a  Perfian  family,  and  conforming  to  the  cuftoms  of  the  coun- 
try, he  had  the  beft  opportunity  of  gratifying  his  curiofity  re- 
fpe&ing  the  manners  of  the  people.  Coniidered  as  the  produc- 
tion of  a  young  man,  his  work  has  confiderable  merit.  He 
appears  to  have  examined  objects  with  great  induftry,  and  with 
,that  fcrupulous  affection  for  truth,  which  conftitutes  the  firft 
merit  of  a  traveller.  The  following  account  of  the  character 
of  the  modern  Perfians  will  not  be  unentertaining  to  our 
readers : 

*  In  attempting  to  fay  any  thing  of  the  character  of  the  Perfians,  I 
am  fenfible  of  the  difficulty  of  the  undertaking,  from  my  being  fo 
ihort  a  time  amongft  them.  An  acquaintance  with  the  real  character 
pf  a  people  is  only  capable  of  being  atffcined  by  a  very  long  refi- 
dence; yet  as,  during  my  ftay  in  Perfia,  f;om  the  fituation  I  was 
placed  in,  by  living  in  a  native  family,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  fee- 
ing more  of  the  nature  and  difpofiuon  of  the  middling  fort  of  people* 
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and  their  manners  and  cuftoms,  thah  perhaps  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
inoft  travellers,  I  am  induced  to  give  the  few  obfervations  I  made 
during  that  period.  v  The  Perfians,  with  refpect  to  outward  behaviour, 
are  certainly  the  Pariiians  of  the  Eaft.  Whilft  a  rude  and  infolent  de- 
meanor peculiarly  marks  the  character  of  the  Turkifh  nation  towards 
foreigners  and  Chriftians,  the  behaviour  of  the  Perfians  would,  on 
the  contrary,  do  honour  to  the  moil  civilifed  nations  :  they  are  kind, 
courteous,  civil,  and  obliging  to  all  Grangers,  without  being  guided 
by  thofe  religious  prejudices  To  very  prevalent  in  every  other  Maho** 
medan  nation :  they  are  fond  of  inquiring  after  the  manners  and 
cuftoms  of  Europe ;  and,  in  return,  very  readily  afford  any  informa- 
tion in  refpect  to  their  own  country.  The  practice  of  hofpitality  is 
with  them  fo  grand  a  point,  that  a  man  thinks  himfelf  highly  ho- 
noured if  you  will  enter  his  houfe  and  partake  of  what  the  Tamily 
aifords ;  whereas  going  out  of  a  houfe,  without  fmoking  a  Calean, 
or  taking  any  other  refrefhment,  is  deemed  in  Perfia  a  high  affront  | 
they  fay  that  every  meal  a  ftranger  partakes  with  them  brings  a  ble fling 
upon  the  houfe :  to  account  for  this  we  mult  under  Hand  it  as  a  pledge 
of  faith  and  protection,  when  we  confider-that  the  continual  wars  in 
which  this  country  has  been  involved,  wiA  very  little  ceffation,  fine© 
the  extinction  of  the  Sefi  family,  have  greatly  tended  to  an  univerfal 
depravity  of  difpofition,  and  a  perpetual  inclination  to  acts  of  hoftility . 
This  has  leflened  that  foftnefs  and  urbanity  of  manners  for  which  this 
nation  has  been  at  all  former  times  fo  famous ;  and  has  at  the  fame 
time  too  much  extinguifhed  all  fentiments  of  honour  and  humanity 
amongft  thofe  of  higher  rank. 

*  The  Perfians,  in  their  converfation,  ufe  fuch  extravagant  and  hy- 
perbolical compliments  on  the  moft  trifling  occafions,  that  it  would 
at  firft  infpire  a  ftranger  with  an  idea  that  every  inhabitant  of  the 
place  was  willing  to  lay  down  his  life,  flied  his  blood,  or  fpend  his 
money  in  his  fervice ;  and  this  mode  of  addrefs  (which  in  fact  means 
nothing)  is  obferved  not  only  by  thofe  of  a  higher  rank,  but  even 
amonglt  the  meaneft  artifice/s,  the  lowed  of  which  will  make  no 
fcruple,  on  your  arrival,  of  offering  you  the  city  of  Shirauz,  and  all 
it*  appurtenances,  as  a  Peiihkulh,  or  jprefent.  This  behaviour  appears 
at  firlt  very  remarkable  to  Europeans,  but  after  a  fhort  time  becomes 
equally  familiar.  Freedom  of  converfation  is  a  thing  totally  unknown 
in  Perfia,  as  that  walls  ba*ue  ears  is  proverbially  in  the  mouth  of  every 
one.  The  fear  of  chains  which  bind  their  bodies  has  alfo  enflaved 
their  minds;  and  their  converfation  to  men  of  fuperior  rank  to  them-  * 
{elves  is  marked  with  figns  of  the  moft  abject  and  flavifh  fubmiflion  ; 
while,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  as  haughty  and  overbearing  to  their 
inferiors.  The  exceffive  fear  and  awe  they  ftand  in  before  the  great, 
is  exemplified  in  a  circumftance  I  mail  mention,  which  happened  when 
I  accompanied  Mr.  Jones,  of  the  Buffora  factory,  to  the  Perfian  camp, 
in  an  audience  we  were  admitted  to  with  Jaafar  Khan.  The  Khan 
had  ordered  Mr.  Jones  to  be  fhewn  his  horles;  who,  having  feen 
them,  was  afked  which  he  liked  the  belt.  Mr.  Jones  told  him  (through 
me)  that  he  approved  very  much  of  the  ftud  in  general,  but  that  two 
horfes  (naming  them)  were  entitled  to  more  particular  attention.  This 
the  man  who  accompanied  us,  and  who  was  in  the  capacity  of  a 
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gentleman-ttiher,  interpreted  to  tke  Khin  in  the  following  terms : 

*  He  fays  that  all  the  horfes  are  the  fineft  that  ever  were  feen ;  but  as 
«  to  the  two  marked  out,  their  equal  is  not  to  be  found  in  any  part' 

*  of  the  world.*  And  at  this  anfwer  the  Khan  himfelf  feemed  pleafed  ; 
no  doubt  from  having  been  ufed  to  no  other  language  from  his 
infancy. 

«  The  Perfians,  in  their  converfation,  aim  much  at  elegance;  and 
are  perpetually  repeating  verfes  and  paflages  from  the  works  of  their 
moft  favourite  poets,  Hafiz,  Sadi,  and  J  ami ;  a  practice  univerfally 
prevalent  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft ;  becaufe  thofe  who  have 
not  the  advantage  of  reading  and  writing,  or  the  other  benefits  arifing 
from  education,  by  the  help  of  their  memories/ which  are  very  re- 
tentive, and  what  they  learn  by  heart,  are  always  ready  to  bear  their 
part  in  converfatioru  They  alfo  delight  much  in  jokes  and  quaint 
exprefiions,  and  are  fond  of  playing  upon  each  other;  which  they 
fometimes  do  with  great  elegance  and  irony.  There  is  one  thing 
much  to  be  admired  in  their  conversations,  which  is,  the  ftrift  at- 
tention they  always  pay  to  the  perfon  fpeaking,  whom  they  never 
interrupt  on  any  account.  ,  They  are  in  general  a  perfortable,  and  in 
many  refpe&s  a  hahdfofne,  people ;  their  complexions,  faving  thofe 
who  are  expo  fed  to  the  inclemencies  of  the  weather,  are  as  fair  as 
Europeans. 

The  women  in  Perfia,  as  in  all  other  Mahometan  countries, 
are  treated  with  the  moft  fufpicious  jealoufy.  In  the  ftreets 
they  are  never  unveiled,  and  are  feldom  vifible  but  to  their  rela- 
tions. After  marriage  they  are  little  better  than  flaves  to  their 
hufbands.  T^ek,  our  author  informs  us,  are  even  offended- 
when  an  inquiry  is  made  concerning  the  health  of  their  wives* 
To  call  them  by  name  is  never  permitted ;  and  the  following  is 
the  only  allowable. mode  of  addrefs  :  *  May  the  mother  of  fuch  - 
€  a  fon,  or  fuch  a  daughter,  be  happy  ;  I  hope  fhe  is  in  health/ 
When  it  is  confidered  how  fuch  gloomy  manners  muft  darken 
the  comforts  of  domeftic  life,  and  how  ineffectual  they  are  in 
guarding  that  virtue  which  is  fo  much  the  object  of  fufpicion, 
we  cannot  too  warmly  congratulate  ourfelves  upon  the  liberty 
enjoyed  by  women  in  our  own  country.  If  a  fenfe  of  honour 
will  not  preferve  them  from  infidelity,  in  vain  (hall  we  have  re- 
courfe  to  eaftern  tyranny  to  fecure  their  innocence. 

From  Shirauz  our  author  made  an  excurfion  to  view  the 
ruins  of  Perfepolis.  He  feems  to  have  examined  the  remains  of 
that  celebrated  palace  with  an  attentive  eye ;  and  we  have  only 
to  regret  that  he  Was  unable  to  make  a  drawing  of  what  he  has 
defcribed  with  fo  much  diligence. 

Befides  his  obfervations  on  what  fell  immediately  under  his 
own  infpe&ion,  Mr.  Francklin  gives  us  a  hiftory  of  Perfia  from 
the  death  of  Nadir  Shah  in  1747  to  *e  vear  1788.  The  ma- 
terials for  this  narrative  he  collected  from  oral  teftimony;  there 
cxifting,  he  tells  us,  no  written  account  of  that  period.    Indeed 
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the  numerous,  rapid,  and  bloody  revolutions  which  have  taken 
place  during  that  (hort  fpace  of  time,  muft  have  deterred  every 
man  of  genius  from  writing  a  horrid  tale  of  unvaried  (laughter, 
which  it  is  more  than  probable,  if  he  fpoke  freely,  would  have 
proved  fatal  to  himfelf. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  venture  to  recommend  this  work  as  con* 
taining  both  ufeful  and  entertaining  information  refpe&ing  the 
prefent  ftate  of  Perfia. 


Art.  VI.     Characters  and  Anecdotes  of  the  Court  of  Sweden*  8vo» 
2  vols,  i os.  boards.    Harlow.     London,  1790. 
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'  E  arejtold,  in  an  advertifemerit  prefixed  to  this  work,  that 
it  was  written  originally  in  the  Swedifh  language.  Should 
this  be  true,  it  has  evidently  been  tranflated  by  a  foreigner,  iince 
it  exhibits  repeated  inftances  not  only  of  falfe  grammar,  but  of 
the  improper  introduction  or  omiffion  of  the  articles  a  and  they 
which  an  Englifhman  muft  have  avoided.     Notvvithftanding 
thefe  defects,  it  is  an  interefting  performance.     It  is  evidently 
the  production  of  a  perfon  who  has  lived  ip  the  fociety  which 
he  describes,  and  is  written  with  the  tafte  and  eafe  of  a  courtier. 
The  higheft  perfonages  of  Sweden  are  made  to  pafs  before  the 
eye  of  the  reader  in  a  pleafing  fucceffion.     He  becomes  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  their  characters,  and  through  them  with 
the  real  ftate  of  the  Swedifh  nation.     In  a  country  where  the 
people  have  a  fhare  in  the  government,  the  follies  and  vices  of 
men  of  rank,  and  the  intrigues  of  women  of  falhion,  are  over- 
looked for  the  more  important  .concerns  of  civil  liberty;  but  in 
a  nation  where  the  king  is  every  thing,  and  the  fubje&s  without 
his  fmiles  are  nothing,  the  fplendour  of  a  court  muft  poflefs  al- 
moft  irrefiftible  attractions.     They  who  are  honoured  with  the 
royal  favour  will  become  objects  of  general  regard,  and  their 
whole  conduft  will  be  thought  worthy  of  notice,  if  not  of  imi- 
tation.    To  them  the  conftitution  of  their  country  muft  be  a 
prohibited,  and  perhaps  a  dangerous,  fubjecSr.  of  enquiry :   they 
have  every  temptation,  therefore,  to  devote  themfelves  entirely 
to  pleafure  and  vanity. 

Though  the  author  has  entered  fully  into  a  detail  of  the  amor- 
ous intrigues  of  the  principal  characters  of  the  court  of  S  weden^ 
he  has  not  negle&ed  information  of  a  mofe  important  nature. 
The  following  account  of  a  late  political  manoeuvre  of  Guftavus 
die  Third  will  not  be  uninterefting  to  our  readers.:  1 

'  The  boldeft  ftroke  ever  given  to  the  Swedifh  conftitution  was  the 
annihilation  of  the  fenate.  That  body,  as  ancient  as  the  kingdom 
itfelf,  had  been  refpecled  in  all  former  revolutions ;  and  though  its 
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authority  has  been  more  or  left  circumlcribed,.it* e»fteaeeJ.ha#  alwajftf 
been  preserved.  According  to  the  form  of  government  eflabJifliebV  J* 
I77t*  the  unanimous  diffent  of  the  fenate  was  rehired  to.  coy  %i$rz 
balance  the  opinion  of  the  king;  fuch  a, cafe  has  not  happened  tfreiji;, 
fixteen  years;  and  it  would  be  very  lingular  if  a  .^monarch  with  his 
perfuaftve  talents,  and  with  an  unbounded  power  to  difpofe  of  the 
places  in  the  fenate,  mould  not  have  at  leiflone  voice  on  W*fidftv 
The  king's  ^motive,  therefore,  could  not  be  toihake  off  that  feeble  ceo-, 
trol,  which  yet  kept  up  the  appearance  of  the  ancient  conftitujjon  o£ 
the  country.  There  mult  be  4am e  other  caufe  for  fuch  ap  ^inor- 
dinary ftep.  '  .  .  . , 
«•  As  tfery  few  are  in, the  fecrets  of  King  Guftavus,  it  would  raster* 
appear  a  brefumption  to  point  out  his  motive  .with  any  degree  of  cer^ 
Unity ;  the  only  way  of  coming  near  the  truth  is  to  take  an  exacl  re- 
view of  the  date  of  affairs,  and  from  combinipg  circumftances  draw  a 
conclufion  of  what  may  be;the  moil  likely,  if  not  the  identical  caufe. 

«  The- fenate  has  for  feveral  centuries  been  the  principal  fupport  of  * 
ariftocfatical  intereft  in  Sweden.    Intitled  to  the  ad m in iii ration  of  go- 
vernment during  the  abfence  of  the  fovereign,  they  have  comnjonlyf 
profited  of  an  event  fo  favourable  to  their  ambition,  and  feemed  very  > 
unwilling  to  part  with  the  authority  once  put  into  their  hands.    Pul- 
ing the  (lay  of  Charles  XII.  in  Turkey,  the  fenate  made  /everal  en- 
croachments upon  the  royal  power,  and  at  laft  went  fo  far, as  to.  con- 
voke a  fort  of  diet,  which,  though  it  ended  abruptly  in,confequenqe,  of 
the  unexpected  return  of  the  king,  yet  it  had  ajready  laid  the  .founda- 
tion to  the  events  of  17 18,  as  may  be  concluded  from  a  projetjt  of  a 
new  form  of  government,  prefented  for  the  approbation  of.&e  Jfrin^eft 
Ulrica  Eltonora,  fix  months  before  the  death  of  her  brother,  whom 
fhe  was  fecretly  appointed  to  fucceed,  in  prejudice  to  the  puke- of 
Holftein,  a  fon  of  her  elder  lifter.    It  is  notorious  how  the  fenate  djA  . 
pofed  of  the  name  of  the  late  King  Adolphus,  and  that  it  was  ftamped  \ 
on  acls  to  which  the  king  did  not  choofe  to  give  his  confent.     It  had 
arfo,  m  the  prefent  reign,  been  propofed  to  the  fenate,  at  the  freak- 
ing out  of  the* conf piracy  in  Finland,  that  a  diet  (houid  be  affemble^,  :. 
even  without  the  confent  of  the  king ;  and  though  it  was  not  complied  s 
with,  it  was  enough  to  give  warning  to  the  king  of  what  might  happen 
in  other  circum  fiances.  , 

'  The  violent  opposition  in  the  houfe  of  nobility,  during  the  lau\  , 
diet,  perhaps  alfo  contributed  to  confirm  the  king  in  his  resolution,  of 
leffening  the  influence  of  that  order,  if  he  had  any  fuch  ideas  before,     , 
4  It  is  probable  that  the  king  had  already  in  his  mind  decided  the  J 
fate  of  the  fenate  when  he  provided  him  feif  with  the  indirect  confent;  <» 
of  the  other  orders  by  the  plaufible  propofition,  *  That  all  caufes  jte-^ 
•  fpedinf  the  life,  honour,  or  property,  of  his  fubjecls,  ihoufd  be  de*- 
'  tided,  in  the  laft  in  fiance,  by  a  fupreme  court  compofed  ef  member*  , 
'  of  all  orders,  and  thus  every  one  mould  be  judged  by.  his  peers* V» 
This  regulation  was  certainly  worthy  a  government  .which  Jufqcts,  to  , 
preferve  all  the  appearance  of  liberty  1  and  it  could  not  fail  being  ap* 
proved*  The  king,  availing  himfelf  of  this  confent  of  the  three  orders^  ^ 
had  thus  a  lawful  power  to  make  a  change  in  the  fenate,,  to  jv^om;  ^ 
the  fupreme  juridicial  authority  formerly  belonged  in  conjunction  with 
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'At  king,  who  had  only  a  double  voice  upon  fuch  matters.    But  Ae 
-change  wti  no  left  than  to  reduce  the  fenate  of  the  kingdom  to  * 
Inert  court  of  jufHce,  divefted  of  all  participation  in  political  affrirs, 
or  in  any  part  of  government. 

4  What  the  king  hat  gained  by  this  innovation  is  obvious.  There 
is  now  not  the  leafi  fliadow  or  authority  but  what  derives  from  him  ;. 
*nd  thus,  either  preient  or  ahfent,  he  is  always  the  chief  promoter  of 
every  ftep  that  Ihall  have  any  appearance  of  order  or  juftice ;  and 
Without  thofe  colours  very  few  enterprifes  will  fucceed  in  Sweden. 

*  What  the  nation  has  gained  by  that  in&tution  is  rather  ideal,  as 
is  often  the  cafe  with  liberty  itfelf,  in  political  relpe&s.  It  is  cer- 
tainly a  noble  privilege  to  pe  judged  by  one's  peers;  an  advantage 
denied  before  to  the  commons,  as  none,  except  the  clafTes  of  the  no* 
bility,  could  have  a  place  in  the  fenate ;  but,  if  we  except  the  n- 
(pe&ableperibnal  character  of  the  new  members,  it  is  difficult  to  con-, 
ceive  how  one  Mr*  filers,  for  inftance,  knight  of  the  Polar  Star,  and 
£rft  fecretary  in  the  king's  chancery,  can  have  any  more  intereft  in 
common  with  the  other  orders  of  burgeffes  and  pea&nts,  than  with 
the  nobility;  or  why  their  rights  ftiOuld  be  fefer  urhis  hands  now  than 
feme  years  hence,  when  bis  merit  and  fervices  may  perhaps  be  re- 
warded with  a  coronet*   There  has  feldom  been  heard  any  complaints 

.  againft  the  Sentences  of  the  fenate;  and  every  one  who  has  a  good 
tauie  will  think  it  rather  a  happy  circumftance  that  fome  members 
in  the  new  fupreme  court  of  jurace  are  appointed  out  of  the  former. 

•  Among  thofe*  the  high  chief  juftice  Count  Wachtmeifter  would 
have  bid  erery  voice  in  his  favour,  if  his  truft  had  depended  upoa 
the  public  choice.  The  king  could  not  give  a  greater  inftance  of W 
nevolence  to  his  fuhje&s,  than  to  put  their  rights  and  welfare  in  fuch 
bands.  For  though  Count  Wachtmeifttr  is  not  looked  upon  as  a  very 
great  lawyer  himlelf,  his  integrity,  humanity,  and  good  fenfe,  is  proof 
again!!  all  the  artifices  of  thole  who  eicel  in  the  profeffion.  He  lovea 
juftice,  and  knows  how  to  find  her  out. 

'  It  as  very  laudable  in  a  perfon  of  his  birth,  and  a  more  than  in* 
dependent  fortune,  to  have  employed  himfelf  in  the  ftudy  of  the  law, , 
with  fuch  a  zeal  and  laborioufnefs  that  he  had  patted  through  all  the 
Ordinary  extrcifes  of  the  bar  at  the  age  when  very  few  give  any  at* 
tenfton  to  ierious  bufinefs*  As  he  was  above  any  view  to  make  hit 
fortune,  it  is  vi&blc  he  could  have  no  other  than  to  ferve  his  country. 

9  After  having  learned  from  his  proper  experience  to  know  the  na- 
ture and  duties  of  all  the  lower  employments  in  the  law  bufinefs,  even 
that  of  a  clerk  to  a  country  judge,  he  entered  into  the  king's  chan- 
cery ;  and  his  protocols  in  the  feifions  of  the  fenate  made  him  known. 
to  the  king. 

0  It  is  one  of  that  monarch's  eminent  qualities,  that  he  is  an  excel- 
lent judge  of  merit;  and  within  very  few  years  after  their  firft  ac- 
quaintance the  king  hid  already  elevated  Cbunt  WachtmeifUr  to  the 
place  of  *hkf  juftice,  with  the  rank  and  prerogatives  of  a  fenator. 

'  There  had  of  old  been  a  fupreme  officer  of  the  law  called  Rikf- 
Jnf/kf  or  high  chief  juftice  of  the  kingdom,  with  a  pre-eminence 
feefer*  ill  the  reft  of  the  fenator*.    This  high  office  the  king  has- 
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re-eftablifhed  in  favour  of  Count  Wachtmeifter,  lodged  him  k»  t  mag** 
ftificent  palace,  formerly  belonging  to  the  family  of  Piper,  and  for  ~ 
nifties  him  with  the  means  for  keeping  up  foch  a  dignity,  without 
injuring  his  pwn  fortune. 

'  To  this  higheft  degree  of  human  greatnefs  to  whieh  a  ftbjfeft 
Can  afpire,  the  Count  had  been  advanced  before  the  age  of  .thirty; 
but  he  is  fo  little  fond  of  all  the  pomp  and  grandeur  that  forround* 
him,  that  he  is  niore  often  feen  on  foot,  in  a  dark  great  ooat,  without 
the  ftar  of  the  royal  orders,  and  without  even  a  fervant  to  attend  him, 
than  he  is  feen  in  his  coach  and  fix  furrouaded  with  Every. 

*  To  his  new  dignity  is  alfo  united  the  prefidentfhip  in  the  king's* 
Bench;  in  ftiort,  all  that  belongs  to  the  diftribution  of  juiticein  tfaf 
whole  kingdom  is  under  his  immediate  care ;  and  nobody  has  ever 
had  the  leaft  apprehenfion  of  his  being  partial  to  his  own  order,  in 
c^afe  any  of  its  members  fhould  have  intended  an  unjuft  kw-foir 
againft  any  perfons  of  the  other  orders  ;  nor  will  the  pooreft  peaffcnf 
fear  to  claim  his  rights  againft  the  moft  opulent  nobleman. 

'  From  tbefe  reafons  I  fhouM  be  apt  to  conclude  that  the  new  in* 
ftitution  is  perhaps  more  favourable  to  die  monarch's  own  views* 
than  of  any  particular  advantage  to  his  fubje&s.  But  what  entitles 
£jng  Guftavus  to  the  eternal  gratitude  of  the  Swedifh  people  is,  the 
extenfion  of  feveral  eftential  privileges  of  the  nobles  to  all  the  citi- 
zens, or  eftablifhed  inhabitants  of  the  kingdom  :  fuch  are,  the  per* 
$&  enjoyment  of  perfonal  liberty,  unlofs  one  loofes  it  by  being  law- 
fully found  guilty  of  any  capital  crime ;  the  right  of  pofieffing  land* 
and  eftates  of  whatever  nature ;  a.  free  commerce  with  the  producH 
of  the  country;  the  reverfion  of  crown- farms  to  the  children  and 
heirs  of  the  occupant ;  the  admiffion  of  the  fourth  order  into  the  fe- 
cret  committee  of  the  diet.  Such  advantages  will  elevate  the  mind* 
of  even  the  loweft  clafc  ampng  the  people  to  the  noble  ambition  of 
freedom,  and  render  the  Swedes  worthy  of  that  bleffing ;  as  wefi  as 
the  fove,reign  who  granted  them  has  proved  himfelf  worthy  to  govern 
a  free  an4  noble- fpirited  people. 

'  Every  citizen  of  Sweden  will  be  entitled  to  look  upon  the  ftrfe 
nobles  in  the  kingdom  as  his  peers :  as  they  are  fubfecT*  under  the 
fame  laws  with  him,  he  enjoys  with  them  an  equality  of  privileges, 
and  may  perhaps  have  given  proofs  of  an  equal  zeal  for  the  fenrke  of 
his  country.*  ' 

<  Though  we  could  extra&  from  this  werk  feveral  lively  anecn 
dotes,  which  might  amufe  our  gayer  readers,  yet  we  fhall  pfee«* 
fiime  even  upon  their  forgiveness,  if,  inftead  of  fiKjh  quotations 
ure  prefent  them  with  the  following  chara&er  of  a  SwediQi  no-* 
blcman,  who  was  not  only  an  honour  to  his  country  but  to  hu- 
man nature :    . 

€-  Count  Charles  Schefrer  is  no  awre;  but  his  memory  is  dear  1% 
all  who  knew  him,  and  his  name  will  be  refpe&ed  as  long  as  virtue 
is  valued  upon  earth.  He  fee  out  early  in  the  world  with  all  the  ac^ 
comjJliihments  the  mod  liberal  education  can  give,  and  with  thofc  be« 
•evoleut  difpofitions  whieh  axe  jno*e;  cqppgqn  &  youth,  4m4*  wk&h 
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in  him  were  easily,  warm  to  the  lateft  period  of  his  life.  He  could 
not  butJbeEewe  on  thegoodnefs  of  (he  human  heart,  when  he  judged 
of  ethers  fentiments  by  hi*  own.  He  is  perhap*  the  firft  politician 
whQ  made  humanity  his  principal  care.  When  he  was  ambaffador  td 
tfte  court  of  France,  a  fcheme  of  pacification  was  the  firft  fubjed  that 
e$etcifed  his  talents*  and  though  in  that  refpeft  he  a&ed  only  in  * 
private  character,  without  any  orders  from  .his  court/  yet  bis  firft 
tjfay  was  received  with  an  uncommon  attention ;  and  he  ha4  fo  juftly 
weighed  the  intereft  of  the  belligerent  powers,  that  the  articles  ftipo~ 
feted  in  the  treaty  deviated  very  little  from  his  plan. 

*  Univerfally  beloved  in  France,  and  delighting  in  an  intercourse 
with  the  learned  as  weH  as  the  famionable  world  in  thofe  regions,  he 
left  them  with  regret  when  called  to  the  fenatorial  purple  in  his  na- 
tive country. 

,  «  The  retreat  of  Count  Teffin  having  left  vacant  the  place  of  go* 
veraor  to  the  prince  royal,  no  one  could  foe  found  more  proper  to 
succeed  htm  than  our  young  fenator,  who  joined  to  all  the  great  anc) 
amiable  qualities  of  Count  Teffin,  a  greater  franknefs  of  heart  an4 
more  folid  learning.  The  uncommon  accomplishments  of  his  royal 
pupil,  as  well  as  the  affectionate  regard  that  prince,  in  his  mature? 
age,  ever  paid  to  the  faithful  guide  of  his  younger  years,  are  fo  many 
proofs  how  well  Count  Schefrer  deserved  fuch  a  trufh  Having  parti- 
cipated in  the  fate  of  his  friends  in  the  alternate  rife  and  fallof  the 
•wiggling  parties  in  Sweden,  and  found  himielf  deprived  of  his  place 
in  the  fenate,  he  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  accept  k  again/  as  moll 
of  the  other  depofed  fenators  did;  he  preferred  the  moft  retired  ftario* 
jp  life  to  the  meft  eminent  place  of  honour,  in  which  neither  public 
efteera,  nor  the  purity  of  his  own  conscience,  could  fecure  him  from 
popular  infult, 

.  '  He- had  too  much  vivacity  in  his  temper  to  be  revengeful :  thus  t 
do  not  think  that  he  was  moved  by  any  refentment  of  pad  injuries  to 
promote  the  fall  of  the  Ruffian  party  in  Sweden,  and  co-operate  in  the 
revolution.  I  am  rather  apt  to  perfuade  myfelf,  that  he  few  no  other 
means  of  preventing  the  misfortunes  which  threatened  his  country 
from  internal  divifions,  or  of  putting  in  force  the  many  falutary  regu- 
lations, he  was  continually  meditating  for  the  general  economy  of  the 
kingdom.  His  conventions  with  the  king  commonly  ran  upon  no 
other  topic.  He  had  made  a  fhort  Hcetch  of  the  political  and  econo- 
mical ftate  of  the  kingdom,  with  the  moft  likely  means  of  promoting 
public  happinefs ;  and  having  difcuffed  feparately  every  article  wit£ 
the  Icing,  and  obtained  his  approbation,  he  ufed,  every  new  year,  to 
present  the&ing  with  a  fummary  account  of  what  had  already  been 
put  in  execution,  and  what  yet  remained  to  do.  During  the  firft  years 
o£*he  king's  reign  the  greareft  regard  was  paid  to  his  patriotic  zeal; 
and  one  muft  own  that  this  part  of  the  king's  reign  was  the  moft  far* 
tile  in  ufefui  institution*  for  public  economy ;  Jwt  other  objects  having 
£nce  divided  the  kings  attention,  his  majefty  feemed  to  take  left 
rffeafiirein  thofe  matters;  and  Count  Schefrer  few  himielf  obliged  to 
jea*ve  them,  for  fear  of  being  tirefome.* 

*  He-  had  gained  a  great  point  in  having  placed  Baron  Lilljencrants 
<*  {ecretary  of  ftate  in  the  finance  department,  and  would  occafionaUy 
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forward  fomc  favourite  (cheme  by  this  means;  a*  the'  kmiftrfcfere 
time  honoured  the  Baron  with  an  almoft  unbo&nded  confidence.  °  ' ' 
■•  Where  Count  SchelFcr  could  not  engage  the  influence' of  adimnif- 
tration,  he  fet  at  work  the  patriotic  fpirit  be  had  himfeifib much  en- 
deavoured to  fpread  among  his  countrymetf.  A  fociety,  propofed 
and  formed  by  Mr.  Modeer,  for  encouraging  public  economy  in  fevc- 
ral  branches,  took  new  life  under  the  direction  of  Count  Schefrer,  who 
obtained  the  king's  fan&ion  for  the  iriftitution  under  the  name  of  9%e 
Royal  Patriotic  Society,  laid  the  foundation  of  Its  capital  by V  prefect 
of  about  a  thoufand  founds  fterling,  and  engaged  all  the  members  to> 
an  annual  contribution.  The  example  of  the  Count  has  been  followed 
by  many  others ;  and  the  fociety  is  now  enabled  to  beftOw  a  great 
number  of  prizes,  not  only  on  economical  queftions,  which  are  pro- 
pofed every  year,  but  alfo  on  practical  husbandry;  for  draining  of 
marines,  improvements  In  the  culture  of  lands,  artificial  meadows, 
ftone  houfes  and  walls,  plantations  of  trees,  &c.  and  what  has  pro* 
duced  a*  particular  good  effect  are,  the  honorary  rewards  diftributed 
among  (ervants  employed  in  rural  economy,  and  who  have  ftaid  in 
their  places  above  twelve  years,  and  behaved  to  the  fadsfadfon  of 
their  mailers.  *  f         v  n 

*  Gold  medals,  of  five  guineas  value,  are  alfo  given  on  reftoring 
drowned  perfons  to  life  by  the  methods  ufed  in  England  and  Fraifce  ; 
and  for  which  purpofe  the  inftruments  are  depoiited  in  evefr;  witch- 
houfe.  In  ftiort,  there  is  no  objed  of  common  utility  left  unprompted 
by  this  aflbciatioh,  nor  does  any  ad  of  humanity  efcape  their  notice 
and  encouragement. 

*  The  tranfaftions  of  the  fociety,  pobliflied  under  the  ckre  of  the 
chief  fecretary,  Mr.  Modeer,  contain  feveral  treatifes  adopted  by  the 
fociety,  and  the  beft  anfwers  to  the  propofed  queftions-  ' 

'  An  economical  journal,  publifhed  every  month,  was  began  and 
kept  up  three  years  by  Mr.  Riftcl,  then  fecretary  to  the  fociety,  after, 
wards  the  king's  librarian.  It  has  fince  been  continued  by  Mr.  Modeer. 
It  prefents  fucceffive  views  of  the  ftate  and  progrefs  of  the  economical 
fcience,  and  obfervations  on  practical  hulbandry,  founded  on  expe- 
rience, and  applicable1  to  the  climate  and  pofition  of  Sweden;    '  ' 

*  All  thefe  inftitutions  are  fo  many  lading  monuments  of  ^Ottnt 
SchefFer's  afHve  zeal  for  the  public  good.  The  fociety  has  eternised 
its  gratitude  towards  his  memory  in  a  medal,  remarkable  for  its  fiin- 
plkity  and  truth;  it  is  Minerva  prefenting  the  emblem of  immortality, 
with  the  motto,  Quod  V atria  Studuit.  •  ;   '-  ir\ 

*  This  juflly  celebrated  zeal  for  his  country  Was  always  his  ^eijo- 
minant  pafiion;  and  his  care  extended  to  branches  which  one  wofeld 
think  far  remote  from  the^attention  of  a  ftatcfaian  and  coiirtKr!'  i'1 

«  The  fuperintendency  of  the  hofpitals  and  lazarettos  of  the'  Jkftrig- 
dom  belong  to  the  chancellor  of  the  royal  order  of  Seraphim;  ^febknt 
Scfceffer  was  no  fooner  invefted  with  that  dignity,  than  one  would 
have  thought  the  poor  aud  fick  the  fole  objeds  of  his  fdlichude,  IrMferc 
was  not  an  ofctbachelor,  in  eafy  circumftances,  from  whom^he  Count 
did  not,  one  way  or  other,  obtain  a  will  for  charitable  purpbfcs*  ind 
the  hofpitals  are  ^>ow,  in  many  Swedifh  towns,  the  tnolt'Q»cit)us 
buildings/  The  ei!ablilhmcnts  for  employing  th£  ind&triot&poor ,~  i% 

;  order 
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ju^erjto  tuwifo  foj  their  fubfiftence,  have  alfo  been  forwarded  by 
the  fajne1)cjieficcpc  IVijit. 

.   •.  B/f  Dx>litcnefs :and  inclination  very  attentive  to  the  fair  fex.  he 
never  heard; of  a  Wom^n  under  misfortunes  but  with  a  defire  of  ferv- 

ring  her;  not  to  mention  his  good  offices  and  interceffions  with  perfbri* 
who  could  protecVthe  fuffering  fair,  he  alfo  paid  numerous  penfions 

rjto  widows  and  orphans,  and  left  by  his  will  his  whole  fortune  id  an    ' 

.^ffoblifhment,  ferving  as  an  afylum  for  women  of  quality  and  good 
character,  but  who  were  deprived  of  fufficient  fupport  from  their  fa- 
nulies.    He  had  already  inhis  1ifetin\e  bought  the  houfe,  and  fettled 

.  on  it  a  yearly  revenue  for-the  maintenance  of  twelve  ladies,,  under  the 

.  care  of  a  widow  of  the  moll  refpe&able  character,  a  filler  of  the  late 
Count  Creutz,  prime^  minifter  and  fehator  of  the  kingdom.  He  has 
-alio  confidently  extended  the  benefit  of  the  order  of  Wadltena,  in 
which  now  a  great  number  of  youn^  ladies  are  received  for  a  fmall 
fum  paid  for  the  ftar  of  the  order,  whjch  they  are  allowed  to  wear  to- 
gether with  the  habit,  which  is  a  very  genteel  drefb,  and  in  the  mean 

^timelefs  expenfivc,  becaufe  it  is  always  the  fame,  and  leaves  no  rpom 

, /or  the  extravagance  of  fancy  or  fafhion.  The  fum  raifed  by  the 
money  paid  on  admiffion  is  added  to  the  funds  of  the  order,  and  ferves 

.  to  provide  very  handfetme  pennons  to  thofe  who,  in  an  unmarried 
jbuje*  lofe  their  parents,  or  by  fome  misfortune  are  reduced  to  want 
^hejuppqrt  of  the  inftitution. 
*?  If  fuck  generous  endeavours  deferved  a  great  regard  from  the 

.iairfex,  he  gained  them  no  lefs  by  all  thofe  little  attentions  which  are 
fure  to  render  a  man  agreeable.  He  would  keep  up  a  conversation 
for  hours  together  on  drefs,  needlework,  and  other  female  occupa* 

.  itions ;  would  take, the  warmeft  intereft  in  all  that  affecVd  them ;  ral- 
lied with  fprightlinefs  on  the  mod  ferious  fubjecls  ;  had  fome  delicate 
compliment  ready  on  every  occafion ;  knew  hew  to  make  a  fmall  pre- 
feftt  in  a  manner  that  increafed  its  value;  all  this  accompanied  with 
(be  njoftinfinuating  cheerfulnefs,  a  very  handfome  figure,  and  die 

.  xnoft  elegant  neatnefs  about  his  perfon,  could  not  fail  to  pleafe. 

g  Though  he  was  extremel/  partial  to  beauty,  and  could  probably 
Have  had  xiis  choice  among  the  fair,  yet  his  marriage  was  rather  a 

snatch  of  convenience  than  of  love  on  either  fide.  The  famous  Ge- 
>  BeraJ  During,  who  accompanied  Charles  XII.  on  his  fpeedy  journey 
from  Turkey  to  Sweden,  had  two  daughters,  not  very  well  provided 
with  the  charms  of  their  (ex;  one  of  them  was  a  very  fenfible  woman; 
the  other  was  extremely  nckly,  and  weak  both  in  body  and  mind. 
Their  rather,  advanced  in  age,  wifhed  to  fee  them,  before  his  death, 
c  |mder  the  care,  of  fome generous  friend,  who  could  fupport  them  in 
their  right  to  a  confiderable  landed  ellate,  and  treat  them  with  that 

.friendly  indulgence  which  might  fupply  the  lofs  of  an  affectionate 
father. 
v«  The  General,  with  all  the  franknefs  of  an  old  warrior,  told  Count 
,  gcheffer  he  thought  him  the  moft  honeft  man  he  knew,  and  wifhed  he 
would  accept  his  fortune  with  the  charge  of  his  daughters.  The 
Count,  fenfible  of  the  confidence  Of  fo  refpe&able  a  man,  accepted  the 
propofal,  and  the  ceremony  was  performed;  but  before  night  the 
pridegrgom  was  taken  ill,  and  retired  to  his  own  room.    He  foon 
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recovered,  but  ever  left  the  lady  undiflurbed;  the  rather*  a*  It  feezed 
alio  to  be  her  earneft  defire. 

'  In  other  refpe&s  he  behaved  in  a  manner  .to  deferve  her  moil 
tender  friendfhip.  She  patted  her  life  very  agreeably  in  his  company* 
and  at  her  death  (he  left  him,  by  her  will,  in  full  poffeffion  of  the 
cftate.  It  is  true  he  had  fpent  great  funis  of  his  own  in  rebuilding 
the  manfion  houfe,  and  embellifhing  a  very  barren  fituation.  He  had 

^uft  finilhed  his  plan  of  a  garden  in  the  Chinefe  tafte,  when  his  deat}* 
eft  his  eftate  at  Torefoe  in  the  fole  Dofleffion  of  his  fitter  in-law*  who 
had  for  feveral  years  been  lame,  ana  could  not  have  been  expected  to 
Outlive  the  reft  of  the  family. 

*  Gardening  and  agriculture  made  the  principal  amufement  pf 
Count  Schemer's  latter  years.  Such  occupations  are  the  common  re- 
fuge of  every  fenfible  being  tired  of  the  wprld,  and  cured  of  ambition 
by  its  many  disappointments.  A  country  life  was  the  firft  deftinatioa 
of  man ;  and  we  all,  through  greater  or  lefler  circuits,  come  back 
again  to  nature. 

J  The  tranquillity  of  rural  fcenes  leaves  the  foul  leifure  to  enjqy 
its  own  feelings,  and  opens  the  heart  to  humanity.  The  farmer, 
vifitin^  his  lord  in  town,  is  nothing  but  a.  farmer,  a  being  of  infe- 
rior kind,  made  for  labour  and  paying  of  rents ;  but  in  the  country 
he  is  a  man,  part  of  the  fame  fpecics  with  his  npble  mailer.  Count 
Scheffer  not  only  received  his  tenants  with  cordiality  at  his  houfe,  but 
alfo  returned  the  vifit ;  and  his  vifits  were  fuch  as  thofe  of  fuperiors 
ought  to  be,  not  a  mere  civility,  but  a  true  blefling  to  thofe  who  re- 
ceived them.  He  inquired  into  their  circ  urn  fiances  with  the  kindeft 
folicitude ;  and  if  their  property  was  not  fufficient  for  flocking  the 
.farm,  or  Something  elfe  was  wanting  to  their  happinefs,  they  were  fufe 
pf  being  relieved  as  foon  as  they  had  made  him  the  confidant  of  their 
fituation.  To  avpia  all  appearance  of  partiality,  he  did  not  vifit 
one  more  than  the  other ;  he  made  a  round  among  them  all,  and  whan 
he  came  to  the  laft  he  began  a  new  turn. 

.  €  Thefe  were  his  morning  walks,  which  he  took  almoft  every  day 
by  way  of  exercife.  Nobody  ever  led  a  more  regular  life ;  he  com,- 
jnonly  rofe  at  five  in  the  morning,  made  his  fire  himfelf,  and  finished 
Bis  letters  and  other  bufinefs  of  importance  before  any  one  in  the 
Wife  was  ftirring ;  at  nine  he  took  his  chocolate,  at;  ten  he  was  drefled 
for  the  day,  andready  to  fee  company ;  at  eleven  he  took  his  ordi- 
nary walk,  and  was  commonly  home  at  one,  and  jpade  a  light  break- 
jaft  with  thofe  who  were  come  to  dine  with  him  on  the  day  i  he  then 
retired  for  a  fhort  time,  and  gave  his  orders  according  to  what  com- 
pany he  had ;  and  at  two  o'clock  the  dinner  was  on  the  table. 

*  Every  one  knew  his  hours,  and  neither  himfelf  or  his  friend* 
were  perfectly  at  eafe  when  they  happened  to  come  later  thaiv  one 
o'clock;  but  after  the  firft  inftant  of  embarraflment  was  over,  he  was 
1  all  cheerfulness  and  attention  for  the  remainder  of  the  day;  retiring 
only  between  four  and  fix  o'clock  to  difpatch  bufinefs,  when  there 
was  any,  or  elfe  to  read,  or  write  down  any  thing  that  was  remark- 
able enough  to  enter  into  his  journal,  which  he  had  continued  from  a 
very  early  period  of  life.  There  were  only  fpme  few  felecl  friends 
who  ever  had  the  fight  of  this  work,  and  I  know  not  what  became 
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*f  it  after  his  death*  if  it  fbould  be  ever  pubH&ed,  it  will  be  a  moil 
jtttettfttng  and  curious  prefent  to  the  literary  world.  It  is  written 
in  French  $  and  though  it  is  a  firft  Sketch,  there  are  very  few  coi> 
Nctton**  and  the  character  of  the  greateft  elegance. 

«  He  underftood  Latin,  Italian,  £ngli(h,  and  German,  well  enough 
to  read  authors ;  but  French  was  the  moll  familiar  to  him,  and 
Jiis  Kyle  in  that  language  would  be  no  difgrace  to  any  member  of  the 
French  Academy.  Neither  had  he  negle&ed  his  mother  tongue ; 
feveral  of  his  public  fpeeches  have  been  cited  as  models  of  Swediffc 
eloquence  1  and  his  Principles  of  Ecentfmical  Gdwrnmeut,  in  which  he 
has  .given  a  concife  view  of  the  plan  he  proposed  to  be  followed  in 
Sweden,  prefents  a  clearnefs  of  reafonlng  and  an  eloquence  of  ftyle* 
vvhich  gives  a  double  fatisfa&ion  to  the  reader ;  and  his  fyftem  would 
already  have  been  put  in  execution,  if  private  intereft  was  not  in 
general  a  more  powerful  motive  than  the  public  good. 

*  Men  of  genius  and  learning  looked  upon  him  as  their  common 
srote&or,  and  many  have  been  forwarded  by  his  friendly  exertions. 
It  hae  been  faid  that  he  fometimes  interefted  himfelf  for  perfons  who 
afterwards,  did  no  honour  to  his  difcernment:  bat  a  benefaftoi* 
prompted  only  by  the  pleafure  of  doing  good,  is  not  to  blame  be- 
cause one  or  two  out  of  an  hundred  may  prove  unworthy  of  his  kind- 
nefs.  However,  among  thofe  who  have  had  any  considerable  mare 
in  his  favour,  there  are  none  totally  void  of  merit,  if  we  except  one 
Sackenjelm,  Who  had  c6ft  him  a*  great  deal  of  trouble  and  money  to 
too  purpofe.  Bat  his  endeavours  to  make  any  thing  of  this  poor  fub'- 
jedt  were  rather  the  confequence  of  duty  than  ofehoice,  the  man  fee- 
ing Am  to  the  fteward  of  the  Count's  father*  by  Wnom  he  had  been 
"warmly  reoommended  to  the  friendship  and  prdte&lon  of  the  family. 
No  difiike  whatever  could  make  Count  Sc heifer  forget  this;  and 
when  by  repeated  experiments  he  was  at  laft  convinced  that  the  gen* 
tfemaii  was  literally  without  genius,  he  left  him  the  enjoyment  of  a 
very  handfome  eftate  for  life,  under  the  infpettion  of  a  perfbn-  of  con- 
fidence, who  took  care  of  the  etfate  as  well  as  of  the  gentleman. 

*  As  Count  Scheffer  was  fincefe  in  his  friendfhip,;he  had  alfo  great 
forbearance  with  his  friends.  Their  faults  would  fometimes  bring  on 
very  warm  expoftuiations,  but  never  alter  his  fentiments  totoaads 
them.  His  great  vivacity  of  temper  totally  d  if  appeared  When  ih 
company  wkh  old  people ;  and  he  never  mamfened  the  leaft  mark  of 
iris  natural  impatience  at  their  floyvnefs  and  infirmities.  He  would 
ihty  for  hours  together  with  Ms  old  friend  Roenow*  who  was  far  deaf 
that  he  fometimes  wanted  to  have  the  words' repeated  ten  times  over 
before  he  could  comprehend  them,  and  f poke  himfelf  fo  flowly,  that 
one  might  eafily  forget  the  beginning  of  a  fentence  before  he  had 
brought  it  to  the  end.  This  tedious  companion  never  doubted  but 
that  his  lively  friend  was  extremely  delighted  with  his  converfation. 

4  One  who  bore  that  refpeft  to  an  advanced  age  deTerved  to  enjpy 
it  longer"  himfelf;  but  his  friends  were  denied  the  pleafure  of  pay- 
ing him  the  fame  attention.  A  fort  of  rheumatic  weaknefs  in  his 
hands  occafioned  his  journey  to  Achen,  where  his  complaint  Was- ra- 
ther increafed  than  cured.  It  changed  into  a  diforder  in  his  legs, 
for  Which  good  phyficians  did  not  think  proper  to  apply  any  remedy ; 
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but  on  his  way  hone  he  met  wtth  a  quack,  who  perfuaded  him  that 
nothing  was  moire  eafy  than  to  core  him;  By  the  prescriptions  of  this 
Galcnus  the  diforder,  it  is  trite,  was  removed  from  the  legs,  but  it 
now  lodged  itfclf  in  the  bfeaft,  and  foon  put  an  end  to  a  life  that  had 
done  fo  much  honour  to  humanity. 

*  Ife  died  with  (he  Time  eheerfulnefa  in  which  he  had  lived,  and 
without  any  other  anjdety  than  about  the  fate  of  his  charitable  infti* 
tutions ,  as  he  had  been  obliged  to  employ  on  his  journey  part  of 
the  money  defUned  for  thfcir  benefit :.  but  his  worthy  brothers,  the 
Senator  Count  Ulrick  §chcffer,  and  the  Field  Marftal  Baron  Peter 
Scheffer,  iet  lpa  mind  at  eafe  on  this  fubjeft  by  rengning  what  right 
they  might  have  to  his  inheritance,  and  promiiine  to  do  every  thing 
in  their  power  for  the  fupport  of  his  generous  and  ufeful  intentions/ 

Befides  anecdotes  and  characters  the  author  gives  an  account 
of  the  different  literary  academics  theatres,  and  royal  orders,  irt 
Sweden.  In  the  view  which  he  has  prefentod  to  us  of  the  court, 
tve  cannot  avoid  remarking  that  the  Count*  and  Barons  feem  the 
oqly  obje£t$  offered  to  our  notice.  But  when  it  is  cgnfidered 
Ifiat  the  younger  fons  of  younger  brothers,  to  the  latcft  genera* 
tion,  have  all  an  equal  claim  to  thefe  titles  they  can  near  no 
fhadow  of  ^omparifbn  with  that  of  a  peer,  or  even  of  a  lord  by 
courtefy,  of  Great-Britain.  Wh?n  unconne&ed  with  fortune 
or  a  lucrative  employment,  theyfeem  an  injury  rather  than  an 
.advantage  to  their  pofTeffors.  '.._* 

Upon  the  whole,  we  recommend  thefe  volumes  as  containing 
much  entertainment,  and  as  apparently  affording  a  faudid  and 
impartial  defcription  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  Sweden, 


ART.  VIL    Advict  U  the  Future  Laurut\  an  Ode.    By  Peter 
Pindar*  Ef<{.    4*0.  is.  6d.    ICearfley.    London,  1790. 

JfCCE  herum  tpifiinut!  Peter,  to  fpeak  in  poetical  Ian*. 
**^  guage,  weaves  his  web  with  more  than  ufual  rapidity;  yet 
we  do  not  perceive  that  the  work  ftiffers  by  the  expedition  with 
which  it  is  done.  The  (  Advice'  appears  to  poffefs  the  fame 
Angularity  and  fpirit  with  our  poet's  former  works  •,  with  them 
too  it  wants  that  reverence  for  the  higher  powers  which  w$ 
have  alreadv  more  than  on?c  noticed  with  regret.  Like  the 
Arabian  tribe,  who  are  faid  to  feed  on  lions,  our  adventurous 
author  vuill  be  fed  only  at  the  expense  of  the  great,  of  kings  and 
emperors.  We  dare  fay  he  thinks  them  noble  game ;  but  once 
more  let  us  whifper  in  bis.  ear,  «  the  fport  is  dangerous,' 

He  who  writes  in  the  following  ftrain  will  never  t*  poet 
lanrcat:      v 

f  TOM 
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..€.  T^M  pnivM  unequal  to  the Uurctt'jpUcc | 
He  warbled  with  an  attic  grace : 
The  language  was  not  underftood  at  court, 
Where  ww  and  curt'fy,  grin  and  Ihrug,  refott; 
Sorrow  for  ficknefs,  joy  for  health,  fo  civil  % 
And  loves  that  wifb  each  other  to  the  devil  1  -■   , 

Tomwasafcholar— kicklefswight!  ( 

Lodg'd  with  old  manners  in  a  mufty  college; 
He  knew  not  that  a  palace  hated  knowledge, 

And  deem'd  it  pedantry  to  fpeli  and  write.  # 

Tom  heard  of  royal  libraries,  indeed, 
And  weakly  fancied  that  the  book*  were  read:     * 

*  He  kof  w  not  that  an  author's  fcnfe 
Was,  at  a  palace,  not  worth  finding; 
.  }     That  what  to  notice  gave  a  book  pretence, 
Was  folely  paper,  print,  and  binding! 

Sme folks  had  never  known,  with  all  their  wit*  Z 

Ow  Pindar's  name,  nor  occupation, 
i    -    Jfed  not  /  flatted  forth— a  lucky  hit, 
?'  An4  proved  myfelf  the  Theban  bard's  rrfaficm. 

'  The  names  of  Drummond,  Boldero,  and  Hoare* 
Though  Grangers  to  Apollo's  tuneful  ear, 
Are  difcords  that  the  palace  folk*  adore, 
Sweet  as  fincenty,  as  honour  dear  f 

u  *      The  name  of  Homer,  none  are  found  to  know  it* 

So  much  the  banker  foars  beyond  the  poet ; 
.For  courts  prefer,  fo  daffically  weak, 

A  guinea's  mufic  to  the  noife  of  Greek: 
:  jf  "•     Menin  atide  Ybea,  empty  founds, 

How  mean  to— <  Pay  the  bearer  fifty  pounds!' 

Angels  and  minivers  of  grace,  what's  here! 

See  fupphant  Sal  Wry  to  the  bard  appear ! 
w  .     He  figks— nupon  hi*  knuckles  he  is  down!— 
..r  His  lordship  begs  1*11  take  the  poet's  crown, 

*   ■        Avaunt,  my  lordi— Solicitation,  fly! 
-        I'M  not  be  ^any  to  a  king,  not  I ; 
^  I'U  be  no  monarch's  humble  thrum, 
?5:   -•-  To  whiftle  from  the  laurel  bufhj 
i    u.  Or  rather  a  tame  owl  to  hoot 
5b  t--_,  :    Whene'er  it  (hall  *ny  mafter*  firik 


UI  have  no  flatt'ries  cut  and  dried— no  vamifl* 


Befides,  too  proud  to  fing  for  hire, 
}  fcorn  to  touch  a  venal  lyre* 
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Avaunt,  ye  fceptred  vulgar— purpled,  ermin'd  I 

The  mule  ihalf  make  no  mummies,  I'm  determined* 

World,  call  her  proftitute,  bawd,  dirty  b— , 

If  meanly  once  flie  deals  in  fpice  and  pitch ; 

And  faves  a  carcafe,  by  its  lyric  balm,  - 

So  putrid,  which  the" very  worms  mull  damn/ 

This  fhort  poem  confifts  of  two  parts.  In  the  commence- 
ment of  part  fecond  the  author  all  at  once  feels  himfelf*  meta- 
morphofed  into  a  king,  and  defcribes  the  change  in  the  following 
fpirited  lines : 

'  My  foul  aflames  a  loftier  wing ; 
>     I'm  chang'd,  1  feel  myfelf  a  kmg ! 

I'm  fceptred^on  my  head  the  crown  defcendst 
To  purple  turn'd  my  coat  of  parfon*s  grey, 
Now  let  my  majefty  itfelf  difplay, 

And  fhow  that  kings  and  glory  may  be  friends. 

Yet,  though  I  feel  myklf  a  king, 

I  hdpe,  untainting,  that  the  crown  defcends— 

Not  on  my  people's  (houlders  bids  me  fpring, 
And  cry,  forgetful  of  myfelf  and  friends, 

*  Blood  of  the  gods  within  my  veins  I  find— 

•  Not  {fee  mean  puddle  of  that  mob,  mankind.' 

He  goes  on  ttt  tell  us  whom  and  what  he  would  reject,  how 
merit  mould  be  rewarded,  and  how  the  arts  and  fciences  (hould 
flourifh.  Sarcafm,  and  his  peculiar  drollery,  runs  throughout, 
and  he  concludes  the  whole  with  faying,,  in  his  own  way,  he 
would  do  much  good,  and  make  every  body  fo  happy,  that 

<  A  farthing  (hall  not  blufh  to  bear  our  head/ 


Art.  VIII.  The  Grammatical  Wreath ;  or  a  complete  Syjlem  if 
EngUJh  Grammar ;  being  a  Selection  of  the  tnojl  inflruStive  Rules 
from  all  the  principal  EngUJh  Grammars.  In  Two  Parts. 
Part  L  Containing  fuch  Rules  as  are  neeeffaty far  the  Inflruclion 
of  Youth*  with  pertinent  Examples  for  their  Elucidation.  Part  II. 
Such  further  Rules  and  Qbfervaticm  as  art  needful  for  the  At- 
tainment of  the  EngUJh  Language  in  its  utmoft  Puritf  and  Ele- 
gance. A  Work  not  only  calculated fvr  the  Improvement  of  the  In* 
habitants  of  Great- Britain  i*  their  native  Tongue?  hat  from  which 
the  EngUJh  Language  may  he  dcamred  by  Foreigners  with  the 
greatejl  Facility.  By  Alexander  Bieinel^Efa.  120x0.  4s.  boards. 
Baldwin.     London,  1790. 

NOTWITHSTANDING  the  great  number  of  Englilh 
-*-^-  grammars  which  has  been  pvbttfbed  of  late  years,  it  muft 
be  acknowledged  that  fcarcely  any  of  them  is  in  every  point 

unexceptionable* 
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unexceptionable,  of  calculated  to  anfwer  all  thejmrpofes  of  ge- 
neral utility.  Some,  as  Mr.  Bicknell  obferves,  are  too  coftcife 
in  one  part,  and  too  prolix  in  others ;  while  feme  pafs  over 
-haftily,  or  even  omit,  many  of  the  fundamental  parts,  either  coU* 
eluding  their  readers  to  be  already  Acquainted  with  them,  or 
thinking  them  beneath  their  attention.  Hence  it  arifes  that  thofe 
who  wiih  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  Englifli  language  muft 
have  recourfe  to  more  than  one  grammar,  before  they  can  ob- 
tain a  fet  of  rules  as  may  complete  their  inftru&ion  on  the  fub- 
je&.  The  author  of  tne  prefent  grammar  has  endeavoured  to 
fupply  thefe  defe&s,  and  we  think  with  fuccefs.  Wfe  fhall  de- 
'ferine  his  pran  in  his  owri  words : 

4  The  firft  part  is  made  as  concife  as  poffihle ;  fach  rules  only  bemg 
admitted  as  are  neceffary  for  acquiring  a  regular  and  progreffive,  fat 
limited,  knowledge  of  the  language;  fuch  as  may  be  eaiily  digetfedby 
the  youthful  mind,  before  it  has  attained  that  ftrength,  which  would 
.enable  it  to  bear  thofe  of  a  more  intricate  and  refined  nature.  And  the 
common  method  of  queftion  and  anfwer  has  been  preferred  in  this 
divifion,  as  it  is  generally  allowed  to  be  the  bell  mode  of  impreffing 
any  feience  on  the  memory  of  youth. 

*  The  fecond  part  (where  the  method  of  queftion  and  anftver  U 
dropped,  and  every  particular  denoted  under  a  different  head)  is 
of  a  much  greater  extent  than  the  former;  every  diftin&ien.  is 
therein  fully  treated  of  i  fo  that  it  contains  every  additional  ink, 
at  lead  as  many  as  are  needful  >  for  were  every  rule  and  remark  to 
be  colle&cd,  they  would  extend  the  work  beyond  all  bounds ;  as 
they  have  been  multiplied,  by  the  numerous  author*  of  giammass 
almoft  ad  infinitum.  Enough,  however,  will  be  found  therein  for  a 
thorough  acquirement  of  the  Englifh  tongue.' 

This  grammar  is  not  intended  folely  as  a  fchool-book  for 

Jroutb  in  the  firft  ftages  of  their  learning,  but  is  rather,  written 
or  die  ufe  of  the  young  gentlemen  belonging  to  fhepwncipal 
schools  and  academies ;  and  like  wife  for  foreigners.  The  work 
is  well  executed,  on  a  judicious  plan,  and  cannot  but  prove 
highly  ufeful. 

Art.  IX.     Invocations  ad&refftd  to  the  Dcrtyy  tht  Octan^  and  to 
Woman  \  to  which  is  added,  tfo  Diffilutiony  a  Fragment*    l2mo. 
,   is.  6d.     Stalker.     London,  1790, 

IT  is  extremely  difficult  to  know  under  what  claft  we  axe  tb 
place  this  kind  of  profaico-poetical  composition.  It'  may 
perhaps  be  faid;  that  as  neither  rhyme  nor  meafure  are  neceffary 
hi  the  formation  of  a  poem,  and  as  invocations,  reveriesr,  medi- 
tations, &c.  are  denominated  poetry  when  conftru&ed  in  verfe?, 

that 
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that  theft  can  be  no  difficulty  in  determining  under  what  de- 
scription they  lhould  fall.    But  then  a  new  que&onwiJI  arift, 
v  whether  every  thins  in  meafured  numbers  if  a  poem?  and  hc^ 
there  will  be  as  little  difficulty  in  determining  m  the  negative* 

Leaving  this  iWfinefs  of  arrangement  to  our  editor,  proceed 
we  to  the  different  parts  of  this  amphtkhus  produdiom  The 
invocation  to  the  Deity  is  fotnething  like,  the  introdu&ory  payt 
of  a  lone  prayet,  for  which  it  might  vexy  well  have  ferved  bad 
not  a  little  apoftrophe  to  Milton  brought  us  back  to  created  br- 
ings. The  whole  favours,  as  ufual,  of  a  dedication  to  fome 
earthly  potentate;  but  it  is  in  fome  -refpc&s more  awkward  be- 
caafe,  from,  the  infinitely  greater  numbftT  of  favours  received* 
we  are  obliged  to  recount  a  greater  rtftmber  of  circumftanc«fs 
wieU  known  by  the  perfon  to  whom  they  are  addrcfled  j  fo  that 
the  long  relation  of  hSts  from  Sir  Chriftopher  Hatton  to  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh,  each  introduced  by  *  You  know,  Sir  Waited' 
-cannot  but  frequently  obtrude  itfelf  on  die  reader. 

The  fecond  addrefe, c  To  the  Ocean/  is  free  from  this  ob- 
je&ion,  and  has  much  fire,  nerve,  and  fome  defcription,  T> 
give  it  a  ftill  more  poetical  air,  an  epifode  is  introduced ;  but 
this  is  unfortunately  left  unfinished,  or  our  former  doubts  might 
bare  been  folved,  -      ..  * 

,     The  Invocation  to  Woman  is  fuch  as  might  lie  c*p«#ed  fi-om 
Opt  who  declares  bimfelf  in  love*  ^  %     ^\ 

The  Fragment  on  the  Diflblution,  in  many  parts,  JTfo^Ws  us 
of  Young's  Laft  Day.     Indeed  the  author  fhews  many  traits 
^,-a  temper  much  refembJing  that  ftrong  but  un<rojwi«£cd 
writer* 


r  Aar.  X.    Tb*  Partltw*  of  the  Dmkhm  of  At  Pope,  pretedtd  by 

*  *  that  if  the  Ottoman  Umpire ;  and  Cotiftdtrations  on  Htradinij  tbt 

ietgnmg  Prince  of  Georgia.     1 ran/hied  from  tbt  French-  Manx- 

JcriftvfEliasHaboJcl,    Small  8vo.  fewed.    Cooper,  Cajcatdu 

*r*HE  firft  took  of  this  volume  confifts  of  confutations  en 
.■•■*  Heraeltus,  die  reigning  Prince  of  Georgia,  whom  Mr.  Ha- 
befci  reprefents  as  a  man  of^reat  fpirit  and  a&ivity.  It  appears 
*to  be  the  opinion  of  the  latter  that  Heractius  will  yet  greatly  ex- 
tend his  dominions  towards  thefouthj  but  if  he  does  not  attempt 
it  on  the  prefent  occafion,  when  the  Ottoman  power  is  engaged 
with  other  formidable  enemies,  he  cannot  eaped  that  his  worts 
WiH  prove  more  fuccefsful  at  a  future  period.  Intermixed  with 
the  ConfideratioiH  on  Heradius  we  meet  with  fome  anecdotes 
#f  Prince  Alexander,  whofe  grandfather  had  formerly  been  king 
[^  of 
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La  SuperAsrit  par  A*mr<>  iAu  *4£ 

*f  Georgia*  The  hiftory  of  this  prince,  who  appeafe  *o  ha*e 
been  the  (pott  of  fortune,  affords  a  remarkable  and  affisdnig 
irtftanee  of  the  4rffttWlicy  of  human  grcatnds.*  £uoccffivcijr 
pfdte&ed^nd  careffcd  by  the  Emprcfc  of  Ruffia,  the  Khan  of 
Pfcrtta,  and  the  Grand  Signiar,  he  was  in  the  end  facrificed  by 
fhirn  allw  their  political  connexions  with  Heraciius ;  and  lives, 
tf  he  yet  lives,  in  a  ftate  of  obfcurity  and  pitiable  wretchednefiu 
We  iikewiffr  meet  With  an  interfiling  account  of  the  prophet 
Manfu*.  u\i 

In  *he  fubfequent  part  of  the  volume  the  author  treats  of  the 
partition  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  and  the  dominions  of  the  pope, 
Wh  which  he  confidently  predicts  will  be  difmembcred  by  oefcer 
European  powers.  We  agree  with  him  in. opinion  that;  in  the 
6our(e  of  time,  the  papal  dominions  will  doubtlefs  fufler  a  dila- 
pidation; but  he  feems  to  have  condefcended  on  too  early  an 
epoch  for  the  partition  of  the  Ottoman  empire*  In  the  mean 
time,  whatever  truth  may  be  in  Mr.  Habefci'-s  predi&ions,  ie 
fe  a  lively,  agreeable,  intelligent,  and  entertaining  writer,  well 
acquainted  wtth  the  world,  and  diverted  of  national  prejudices* 


Art.  XL     La  Supercherie  par  Amour y  tic.  the  Lrteri  Shitt^ 
gm>  or  tb$  pretended  Son  \  a  Cmedj)  in*  ThrnAfo 
for  tbtfirji  Time  at  Parts^  at  the  King's  Camtdie  [iaHmmrij991  * 
A  Pans,  chez  Cailleau,  Prix  i  Ltvre  16  Scis*  * 

*T*HE  outlines  of  this  little  piece  are  as  follow!  St.  Afteja 

-•*    young  gentleman  arrived  only  a  few  months  from  Indftg 

finding  a  man  in  his  fitter's  apartments  at  midnight,  draws  upon 

and  wounds  him.     In  confequence  of  this  he  flies  dire£Hy  to 

Lyons,  where  the*  firit  obje&  that  ftrikes  his  at#atioi#is a  Mr 

.  f  ]\ladamc  de  Jennemour)  at  her  window,  with  whpn\  h^vfalh 

dWjpHratfily-  inlove*   This  little  incident  induces  him  40 fi*  binw 

fctf  *r  Lyons,  under  the  afiumed  name  of  Vervak \  M**  j^ifi- 

mon,  the  father  of  Madame  de  Jennemour,  had  been  married  at 

Pondicherry  about  twenty  years  before,  to  a  lady,  contrary  t4 

Shecoofeot  of  her  father,  who  in  revenge  confine*  her  Jn  a  ceft* 

Vent,  and  pretended  that  fhe  and  her  infant  fon  weresd$ad«    A* 

itbe  dofe  of  his  life,  howeyer,  he  had  made  -the  difcoveyy^and 

in  confequpnce  the  youth  had  (ailed  to  Europe.    His  nam?  was 

Vecval*  the  feme  as  St.  Albe  bad  affumedj  and  about  thi$  time 

he  is  expend  at  Lyons.  ■  .v         .^ 

v  Lifimon's  domeftics,  therefore,  hearing  that  a  peribn  of  the 

tmm.vi  Vjerval  .is.  at  the  inn,  bave  n*>  difficulty  in  concluding 

*  Atm:tebetMri*jK#ed  gucft  i  and  I*  Flufr>  StrAlhe's  yakt, 

^karaiog.  th*  cir^maftajKc,  acquaints &*,  mmttot  tfc*  qppor- 

pinitf 
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pk  l*S*fxrthirH  pat  *to*tryVt. 

tanfy  he  has  of  being,  introduced  to  his  miftrefs.  S&  Albe  k 
vnwtlling  to  pra&ife  Iich  a  detufion ;  but  the  profpe&  ©Ta  fa-» 
miliar  intercourse  with  Madame  de  Jennemour  overcomes  his 
fcruples.  In  the  mean  while  the  true  Verval  is  announced  by 
Us  fervant,  and  a  conversation  between  him  and  Lafleur  enfaes 
in  die  prejence  of  Ltfm*on,  &e.  in  which  Lafleur  has  the  ad- 
drefs  to  Overcome  all  Lilimon's  fcrupfes,  and  St.  Albe  remains 
matter  of  the  field.  But  this  is  not  die-  only  difficulty.  St. 
Albe's  filter,  after  the  affair  between  her  brother  and  the  gen- 
lleman  found  in  her  apartment  (to  whom  it  appears  (he  was  pri- 
V*tc\j  married)  had  agreed  to  meet  the  latter  at  Lyons;  and  an 
accident  happening  to  her  chaife  near  Lifimor/s  houfe,  foe  is  re- 
ceived as  a  gueft  of  Madame  de  Jennemour.  The  embarraff- 
mart  flie  feels  at  the  fight  of  her  brother  prevents  her  making* 
at  firft  any  difcpvery;  but  die  arrival  of  Lifimon's  r*al  foct 
anakes  any  thing  of  this  kind  unneceflary.  In  his  perfon  St* 
Albe  fees  die  gentleman  with  whom  he  had  the  rencontrey  and 
his  fitter  her  hufband.  This  foon  produces  i  denouement \  and 
Lifimoo  contents  to  his  daughter's  u»ion  with  St.  Albe,  whx* 
feels  no  difficulty  in  reconciling  himfelf  to  his  fitter's  marriage.^ 
Such  is  the  fable  of  a  comedy  written  for  a  nation  that  prides 
itfidf  in  admitting  on  its  theatre  none  but  natural  incidents,  and 
(uch  characters  as  are  ufually  met  with.  Without  being  too 
faftidious  on  the  probability  of  a  brother  and  fitter  meeting  at  the 
Jame  houfe,  when  engaged  on  different  purfuits  >  or  that  a  youth 
who  had  never  feen  his  father  fince  he  was  twelve  months  old, 
jtyiould  in  his  way  to  his  houfe  marry  without  his  knowledge  $ 
without  ©Werving  fiieh  trifles  as  thefey  and  taking  it  for  granted 
that  all  the  characters  are  natural,  we  fiiall  only  lament  that  alt 
the  wit  our  duH  conceptions  can  difcover  confifts  in  the  imper- 
tinence of  one  fervant  to  his  matter,  and  the  boneft  dttloefs  of 
another  when,  confronted  by  the  impudent  roguery  of  the 
former. 

.  If  this  be  nature,  we  cannot  help  wHhing  that  comedies  fbould 
h*  Something  better  than  nature,  or  fomething  that  might  have  * 
tWndeJKy  to  improve  andembelli&  fociety. 


AftTt 
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Manners  mdQtfmt  inJht  Wefi-hdi*tfl«&.         ftp 

Art.  XII.  Manners  and  Ctflms  in.  fa  Wefl^India  Iflands  j 
containing  various  Particulars  rojpe&ng  the  Soti>  Cultivation, 
Produce,  Trade,  Officers*  Inhabitants,  tSa  &c.  with  the  Method 
$f  ejiabiijhing  and  conducting  a  Sugar+Plmtatkn  j  in  which  the 
til  Practices  of  Superintendents  or* pointed  out:  atf*  the  Treat- 
ment of  Slaves,  and  the  Stave^Trade.  By  J.  B.  Atoreton,  8vo* 
3s.  ftitched*    Richardfon.    London,  1790. 

'"pHIS  book  may  be  called  the  young  man's  companion  to 
*  the  Weft  Indies,  being  written  by  one  who  refided  five 
years  in  Jamaica,  to  a  youth  fuppofed  to  be  making  up  his  mind 
ftfafcthcr he  flioutd  engage  in  fucfa  an  enterprise.  We  doubt  not 
but  the  advice  given  him  as  a  book-keeper,  negro  driver,  ©r 
Gverfeer,  maybe  very juft  and  ufeftd.  Thofe  who  hare  filled 
fceh  departments  are  doubtlefs  the  beft  able  to  inftrud  others* 
The  author,  however,  does  not  ftop  here.  He  teaches  the 
planter  himfclf  what  will  be  moft  to  his  intereft;  and  natcoa- 
tented  with  this,  which  may  indeed  be  conne&ed  wkh  bis  five 
years  department,  he  becomes  a  divine,  a  phyfician,  *  lawyer,  a 
ftatefenan,  and  a  poet  of  courfe.  In  many  of  thefe  it  would  J>e 
gruel  to  emofe  all  his  blunders  \  for  the  man  certainly  does  not 
want  underftahding,  nor  is  his  book  without  its  ufefulnefs.  But 
it  is  dangerous  to  aim  at  too  much ;  for  we  have  not  yet  enu- 
merated all  that  our  author  wifhes  to  fliine  in.  In  the  fec<m4 
page,  after  fome  grand  defcriptiogs  of  the  fca,  we  haye  m.  flpo£* 
trophe  on  a  fhip : 

*  What  a  beautiful  and  furprifing  ftru&ure  is  a  well  built  flupf 
wherein  we  can  fwiftly  and  fee u rely  travel,  in  defiance  of  the  winds 
and  waves,  over  the  moft  dreadful  monfters  of  the  deep,  ^nd  vifit 
the  semoteft  quarters  of  the  globe. 

*  Eye  Nature's  walks,  ftoot  folly  as  is  fMes, 

*  And  catch  the  manners  living  as  they  rife.* 

We  wouWnot  offend  our  readers  by  dilating  <t»the  ftamgp  mm 
congruity  of  the  various  parts  of  this*&fxtence«    But  our  \ 
fe  a  poet  himfelf : 

*  Each  night  when  I  by  om  ay  bed. 

My  wearied  limbs  to  reft, 
Their  humming  fengs  hept  j»e  in  dread, 

And  fere  my  rand  opprefe'd. 
They  wouaded  me  in  ev*ry  part, 

My  face  and  body  o'er ; 
JMy  legs  and  thighs  oft  felt  their  fturt,  -    - 

4md  wejee  exocntvc  (qxc* 
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toft       Mmto+iG^htom&iJbtfirth 

As  Ireland*  when  ninth  opprefs'd 

With  creatures  full  of  ftiags, 
Was  by  St.  Patrick  once  blefVd, 

Who  baniuYd  poVnous  things, 
I  often  wHh'd  he  had/gone  there, 

And  .(hook  hit  Jacred  wand 
O'er  all  the  ifle.  and  in  the  air, 

And  blefs'd  both  aif  and  land; 
"Till  not  a  pois'nous  fpitefol  thing 

Above  the  earth  had  raog'd, 
And*  vile  mufijuittoes  bft  its  fting, 

And  into  midges  changed*' 

la  die  other  departments  we  before  Enumerated  he  is  oof 
left  conspicuous.  But  when  he  returns  to  hi*  own  we  are  ready 
to  admit  many  valuable  obfervatkms  are  thrown  out,  and  mofX. 
of  them  of  fo  familiar  and  domeftic  a  nature  as  to  have  efeaped 
the  more  philofophic  defcribers  of  a  commercial  country.  Nof 
does  .he  always  miftake  his  talent  as  a  wit*  The  following  letter 
firoita  a  Weft-India  attorney  *  has,  we  fear,  more  than  its  mere 
ftaartnefi  to  recommend  it : 

•An  attorney  commonly  fupplie*  himfclf  and  friends  with  horfes, 
tattle,  ftteep,  poultry,  fugar,  rum,  coffee,  corn,  Sec.  &c.  from  the* 
plantations,  and  accounts  for  them  as  his  confidence  dire&s. 

An  attorney  borrows  the  cattle,  mules,  and  negroes,  occasionally 
fp  work  on  his  own  eftate,  and  returns  them  at  Ieiture.  Some  attor- 
nies  write  for  larger  quantities  of  ftores  than  is  neceftary,  and  con- 
vert die  overplus  to  their  own  ufe ;  others  keep  ftores,  and  take* 
•very  opportunity  of  fupplying  the  cftateiin  their  care  with  every 
article  at  an  hundred  per  cent,  advance.  As  attornies  hate  the  fhip* 
stems  of  all  the  produce,  they  are  courted  by  the  merchants  and 
anafters  of  ttftet*  to  freight  their  (hips  and  give  them  quick  difpatch  % 
they  get  valuable  presents.  The  following  is  the  nature  of  a  letter 
from  a  needy  attorney  to  the  proprietor,  in  London-: 

9  Dear  Sit,  SpanHh/Town,  20th  June,*t78^ 

*M  was  favoured  with  yourt  of  the  6th  of  April,  and  obferve  th^ 
contents.  The  prefent  fcnte*  to  cover  bill  of  lading  for  fixty  hogf- 
heads  of  Mufcovado  fugar  from  your  Clarendon-Hail  eftate,  per  the 
E£ta>  Captain  Donally ; ,  alfo  bill  of  ladtng  for  fifteen  hogfheads  from 
my  own  eftate,  which  you  vrHI  dlfpofe  of,  and  aedit  me  for  the  net 
proceeds-  I  thought  to  have  (hipped  forty  hogfheads,  but  the  heavy 
rains  have  broke  up  ther  roads  in  with  a  manner  that  1  could  not  get 
any  more  carted  to  the  bay  j  however,  I  hope  I  (hah  be  able  to  fend  yoft 

,  ».     j  ,  -  ,    -     -     r       -  * 

*  By  an  attorney1  in  die  Weft  Indies  we  need  hardly  obferve  is 
meant  not  a  lawyer,  but  one  who-  has  the  fupreme  power  over  one  or 
i  eftatcs,  and  is  employed  by  a  non-refluent  proprietor. 

thirty 
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thirty  hogsheads  of  mj  own  by  the  Ckw^n^C$p^  Kennedy, 
who  will  fail  with  the  convoy  irgm  %<iefcldLMi^.'t^  ift  Auguft  ; 
alfo  forty  hogflieads  by  the  feme  Jhip  from,Qdseiultt%#ril  elate. 
You  will  pleafe  to  order  infurance  accordingly. 

*  Mr.  Sneaking  Caution,  the  manager,  tells  me  that  i&e  cauie  of  * 
the  fugars  being  fo  dark,  and  not  having  fo  good  a  grain-as  I  would 
wilh,  has  been  owing  to  the  canes,  being  too  ripe*  and  burning  fafter 
than  they  could'be  taken  off:  the  Iaft  tweoty  hoffheads  were  fo  very 
black,  that  I  thought  it  beft  for  your  intereft  to  direft  him  to  convert 
them  into  rum,  which  will  an/wer^ery  wellt  for  .two  hqgfheads  wUl 
make  one  puncheon  of  rum.  You  may  l?e  aflared  that  no  attention 
of  mine  fhall  be  wanting  to  your  concerns  in  .this  quaJter^  Sneaking 
Caution  was  ftrongly  recommended  to  me  by  our  mutual  friend  Dr. 
Bolus;  and  he  is  a  fine  a&ive,  indubious  young  Ai&ian/  As  to  what 
you  mention  refpeaing  the  crops,  you  will  pleafe  to  ©bYerve,  that 
when  Mr.  M'Donald  was  manager,  and  made  three  hundred  hogf- 
heads  yearly,  he  injured  the  flaves,  and  cattle  materially,  and  eul- 
tivated  and  impover&hed  the  plantation  fo  that  they  never  will  retrieve 
again;  and  though  we  have  made  only  an  hundred  hogflieads, this 
year,  I  hope  we  fhall  make  a  better  crop  ne*t  year.    You  will  pleafe 

,  to  obferve  that  the  long  continuance  of  the  drought  laft  year,  and 
the  heavy  and  untimely  rains  this  year,  affe&ed  the  crop  very  much* 
As  to  what  you  fay  refpe&ing  your  black  people,  though  ieveral  of 
them  have  died  lately,  it  was  not  for  want  of  attention;  for  Clyfter- 
pipe,  who  i|;Dr.  Bolus's  brother,  is  very  attentive;  there  are  too 
many  invalids  on  the  eftate,  who  never  would  be  of  any  fervicc  tP 
you  $  they  are  old  deformed  creatures,  of  the  Aurapoutang  fpeciej, 
who  I  do  not  foppofe  have  any  fouls ;  therefore,  as  they  are  an  in* 
cumbrance  to  the  eft  ate,  I  have  ordered  the  manager  to  give  them 
no  allowance ;  as  faft  as  they  flie  I  fhall  fupply  thejr  places  by  new 
negroes>  whkh  will  anfwer  very  well,    .  ,  ^ 

*  J  have  drawn  a  billon  you  for  two  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  at  , 
niaetyiaysjBght,  in  favour  of  Meflrs.  *  *v#  *  *,  of  London,  wfeiefc 
pleafe  to  accept,    I  hope, ,  next  crop  to  make  you  a  remijMjjce  OJH/4* , 
thereto:  and  that  in  two  or  three  years  XJhall  be  clear  pf  icnt* 
which  I  long  for  much,  that  I  may  once  more  return  to  dear  Old 
England.  \+  j 

*  I  am  than&ful  tp  you  for  /our  kind  prefent.of  Madeira,  msjmfy, 
porter,  cheefe,  and  hams;  they  all  came  to  hand  in  iine  order; 
the  Madeira  is  excellent !    Mr.  Ahmuty  writers  me  that  it  is  bell  Lon- 
don particular :  you  will  lav  me  under  an  additional  obligation,  |o  , 
trder  that  gentleman  to  f^nb;me  two  pipes  next  year,  •_    ;  /' 

lam,  with giqtt  regaid,  /.  t\*    !  - 

•    Dear  !§>>*      ■ >  >*-         •***.*■' 
*  Yourni^HiiaiblefervaHt,  '*    <    y 

;  -        •  Tom  CoLDWiATsr**.* 
A*  »  poet,  too,  he  has  fopie  talent  at  burlejqp?,  u  Tj*^ot. 
Jo  wing  are  tbe  eomphhps  of -a  fl*ve  during  the  abftlW  ^  hit 
rnate:  *  -  ..-„***  ■-  + 

aire.  »ir.  vol, xvi*  Ave.  17^0.  *  :    *  **°* 
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•  JHb#Aw*tetiwa,B  tbjr  tinfe  'beeH'oTlfettl 

MowftViife  anaiiow  Birtcr  tojr  %roc ! 
^ifb'iio  *onetoT6&e%fy  roogh  pite* 

Nor  the  chljjger  to  $<fc  froin  Jriy  toei 

^**  Qaafliiba'a  'gone  to  the,  tow* 

To  fee  finarter  beaumen  than  tee.j  ^ 

Tho*  I  often  compelled  her  to  own  ' 
How  falfe  and  how  -fickle  *bey  be. 

*    tor  fungee,  ala*!  is  otiboSl'4, 
My  hut  is  all  eoVer'd  With  d»t; 
I've  taotwe  to  uurfemy  dear  chtli, 

Nor  to  Staifc  the  ftdt  mat  Tftoh  fty  tattf! 

Then  join,  fable  Twain*,  to  bemoan 
t    The  hardship*  of  joor  Cufty?s  lot ; 
He  fighs  the  whole  night  all  alone, 
In  the  day  be*!  deprived  of  bit  pot, 

He's  deprtvM  df  liis  pot  in  the  day, 
JAnd  df  loveVfofterpleafure  at  nteftt; 
*  01  ye  youths  Who  give  ear  to  irty  lay, 

Know,  Cufty*s  qiihe  loll  to  delight !» 

In  (hort,  wc  muft  again  repeat,  that,  as  fer  4s  Mn  Motfettife 
%as'Hkelyto  be  competent,  he  appears  to  haVe -given  Wy  jfcuu 
SBetit  advice  to  his  young  friend,  and  to  have  'ttruck  out  fonfc 
*%feful  hints  for  older  people.  The  Observations  oh  ihte  SJavew 
Trade  are,  for  the  moft  part,  judicious  and  humane;  dn/thfe 
fanner  of  living  among  the  negroes,  interesting  and  impartial; 
on  the  mode  of  treating  them,  rational  and  proper  ;  on  tbege* 
neral  plan  of  living  and  economy  proper  for  a  young  man  to 
fitiriue,  copious  and  highly  ufrful  :-^but  oh  law  and  tke  oAtr 
iprofefliora,  dafhing,  fuperficial,  -and  trite,    . 

*■  ii    'n    ti  +i   nr-  in  m,  rtt  tt,'i~  i  iiftr  i  irnt     nuinn   tini -   iiinot  t  ti.u 

7  FOREIGN   METMO<Ik£. 

/JftrtvXHI.    $tigrffitd>Amt&otn  of  fy^ 

Nthe  following  irteedbtes  v^e  }tiaVe  confined  biiflet^es  en- 
tirely to  the  accofaht  *giv1en/I>^  Mr/Le^oi  in  his  letter  an- 
nexed to  the  panegyrie  pronounced '•upon  Franklin,  bv  the  Ahbe 
Fauchet,  on  the  a  fft  of  July,  1790,  in  the  Rotunda  at  Paris, 
♦before  the.  <lepUii<tf  of  the  National  Aflembly.  We  have^nly 
taken.tjte  libcrty.-o/  ^abridging,  tbe^erigfnal  in  iomejgrtj  yfcizh 
igpealred  tfl|$e '  %erfluo\*s>  *pr  to  iayour  too/njiu^*  of  nz&oaaJL 
^ejvdTce//  \      .......  *      *  -<  —    - 

v    '  ■  *  ~ "    ,  ,.""..,.  ,  Bejyamin 
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Benjamin  FrenkEn,  like  the  illuftrious  Flechiec,  was  the  ion 
of  a  tallow-chandler,  who  refided  at  Bofton,  in  America.  Be- 
fore he  had  attained  to  his  fourteenth  year  he  quitted  the  pl?c? 
of  his  nativity,  and  went  to  Philadelphia,  where,  he  happened  tp 
J>e  introduced  to  the  only  printer/eftablUhed  there.  This  printer 
being  ftruck  with  his  appearance,  became  fo  much  prepofleffed 
in  favour  of  his  dupofirjon  and  natural  genius,  that  he  took  him 
into  his  houfe,  and  inftru&ecl  him  in  his  art*  M.  de  la  Roche* 
foucault,  in  a  difcourfe  which  he  read  on  the  1 3th  of  June* 
,1789,  feeiris  to  hint  that  Franklin  was  a  printer's  boy  at  Bofton^ 
which  he  left  in  order  $0  feek  for  employment  at  New- York 
and  Philadelphia.  But  M.  Je  Roi,  from  whofe  letter  to  thp 
Ahhe.Fauchet  we  have  ,extrsu5ted  thefe  anecdote?,  fays  that  he 
had  bis  account  frooi  Dr.  Eranklin  himfelf,  and  that  it  was  cqn-* 
jicaied  by  feveral  of  his  jcountrymen.  Wh$n  .he  arrived  a,t 
Philadelphia,  about  the  year  1720,  there  was  only  one  printer 
in  the  whole  city,  the  typographical  art,  which  is  fo  curipu^ 
beiryj  alrnoft  entirely  unknown  to  a  great  part  of  the  country  $ 
and  thofe  who  vifited  the  printing-oifide  where  young  Fra.nkli(l  - 
was  employed,  were  fo  much  pleafed  with  his  fkill  and  a&ivity^ 
that  they  /eldom  went  away  without  leaving  him  fonrte  marks  qf 
4b*fr  .laterality. 

Eager  in  the  purfuit  of  knowledge,  and  having  txi  infatiable 
idefire  for  inftruftion,  Mr.  Franklin  was  fenfible  that  at  the  dis- 
tance of  two  thoufand  leagues  from  England  he  could  acquire 
it. only  from  books;  but  as  it  was  difficult  to  procure  any  in  £ 
place  where  there  were  fo  few,  he  eftablifhed,  in  conjun£tk>ft 
with  ^ome /other  young  people  whofe  tafte  was  congenial  with 
his  own,  a  fmall  fociety,  who  agreed  to  bring  fuch  books  as 
fbajr.had  to  the~ptace« where  they  met,  in  order  to  forni  acom-t 
mon  library.  This  refource^  however,  was  fo  Car  from  an-* 
fweringrthe  intended  purpofe,  that  he  prevailed  upon  the  fociety 
to;  contribute  a  fmall  Turn  every  month  to  faife  a  fuiid  for  pur- 
chafing  books  in  Xondon.  This  riling  fociety  being  foon 
known,  other  young  people  wifhed  to  join  it,  arid  their  ttock 
of  books  incrcafed  rapidly  by  new  contributions.  When  the 
inhabitants  of  Philadelphia  became  acquainted*  with  this  inftitu- 
tipij,  they  propofed  that  the  books  ihould  be  lent  out*  and  the 
(otiety  Conjfented,  on  condition  that  a  frnall  Aim  fliould  be  paid 
{on  the,  iudujgence.  ,By  thefe  means  the  .fociety  became  rich  in 
the  /pace  of  a  few  years,  and  were  in  poflefflon  of  mdre  books 
than  ...were  to  be  found  perhaps  ijiall  the  colonies*  This  efta- 
DlUhnieatwaS-atteod^d  .with  fuch  happy  confequenCes  that  the 
€f<^e(9i(«^  of  books  "fornied  atfirft  by  a  few  individuals,  became 
ifteiwiwds.a^teal  library*  and  the  other  colonies T*:mgffe-iGble 
of  .the  advw»fcg*s  *efolj^,jfrp#i  it,  aclcp^ptya*  9^  the  fame 

• ->.:;V  Jr*  "  kind* 
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kind ;  fo  that  it  gave  rife  to  other  extenftve colledions,  now  f 
be  ken  at  Bofton,  New-York,  Charles -Town  in   South- 
Carolina,  and  other  places.     That  at  Philadelphia  is  no*r  infe-  ' 
rior  to  none  in  Europe. 

Mr.  Franklin,  however)  imagining  that  all  the  affifbtticehe 
had  procured  at  Philadelphia  was  not  capable  of  conducting  hhn 
to  that  point  which  he  was  defirous  of  attaining,  he  refolved  to 
pay  a  vifit  to  England,  which  he  did  about  the  year  1724  of 
1725;  and  he  wrought  there  for  fome  time  as  a  journeyman 
printer.  It  is  fuppofed  that  be  was  then  about  the  age  of 
twenty  or  twenty- one.  When  he  returned  to  America  he  per- 
foaded  the  printer  with  whom  he  had  lived  to  publifh  a  news- 
paper ;  this  happy  idea  was  attended  with  the  greateft  fuccefe; 
and  his  matter,  who  derived  much  benefit  from  it,  having  ad- 
mitted him  as  a  partner  in  his  bufinefs,  gave  him  his  daughter 
in  marriage.  The  fruits  of  this  marriage  were  a  Mr.  Franklin, 
•who,  dpoufing  the  party  oppofite  to  that  of  his  father,  became 
tone  of  the  heads  of  the  loyalifts,  and  Mrs.  Bach,  hisr  £reaf  fe- 
vourite,  to  whom  he  bequeathed  the  principal  part  of  hh  for- 
tune, having  left  only  a  very  fmall  part  of  his  eftate  to  WiJfrfcm 
franklin,  his  grandfon. 

It  appears  that  Franklin  eftablifhed  himfelf  as  a  printer  after 
die  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  by  means  of  die  fortune  which  he 
had  acquired,  and  that  he  was  then  enabled  to  follow  the  natural 
bent  of  his  genius,  and  to  apply  particularly  to  experimental 
philofophy,  which  was  his  favourite  objefk.  It  was  alfo  abcttt  *fce 
fame  period  that  he  began  to  purfue  the  ftudy  of  electricity, 
and  to  make  thofe  difcoveries  which  will  immortalffe  his  name, 
The  Leyden  experiment  having  rendered  this  part  of  natural 
philofophy  celebrated  in  every  country  where  fcience  is  culti-. 
vated,  and  aroufed  the  attention  of  all  the  literati,  Mr.  Collin - 
fen,  a  quaker,  and  member  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London, 
fent  Mr.  Franklin  fome  glafs  tubes,  and  other  inftruments  pro- 
per for  profecuting  his  electrical  experiments.  Tbefe  inftru- 
ments he  employed  with  fuch  happy  fuccefe,  that  he  wa$  en* 
abled  to  make  thofe  grand  difcoveries  which  foon  raited  hi* 
reputation  among  all  the  philofophers  of  Europe.  Two  of  thefc 
idiicoveries  feem  particularly  to  chara&erife  his  genius :  th^gf 
flie  unequal  diftribution  of  the  ele&ric  fluid  in  bodies  &wq 
which  all  the  eleflric  phenomena  refult  j  and  that  of  condu&ors 
for  prefcrving  houfes  from  the  effe&s  of  lightning. 

An  Engliih  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Gray,  had  faid  ou JbU 
death-bed,  in  the  year  17359  that  if  fmall  objects  might  b^  cog** 
pared  with  great,  he  would  venture  t<p  affirm  that  cle£bicity 
and  thunder  were  the  fame  thing.  The  more  experiments"  were 
made,  the  more  this  idea  feemed  to  be-founded  in  truth.    It  was 

obferved 
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ebferved  in  America  that  fharp-pointed  rods  of  metal  attracted 
tbe*k&ric  fluid  at  a  much  greater  diftlnce  than  bodies  of  any 
ctttor  figure.  TKis  induced  Mr.  Franklin  to  fay,  (  if  the  cauftr 
«  of  thunder  is  thd  fame  as  that  of  electricity,  and  if  the  clouds, 
•  during  a  ftorm,  are  charged  with  the  electric  fluid,  a  fharpr 
4  pointed  Tod  railed  towards  them  on  au  elevated  place,  will  be 
c  eledrifed  while  the  ftorm  continues.9  This  grand  arid  fub- 
lime  conjecture  appeared  at  firft  yery  extravagant  to  thofe  who 
could  not  elevate  their  ideas  above  thofe  of  the  vulgar.  But  a 
gentleman  in  France,  of  the  name  of  Dalibard,  had  the  courage 
to  attempt  to  prove  it;  and  a  thunder-ftorm  which  happened 
o«  the  10th  of  May  1752,  near  Marly,  where  he  had  erected 
his  apparatus,  juftihed  the  bold  conje&ure  of  our  illuftrious 
philofopher.  This  Angular  phenomenon  was  foon  (pread  through-- 
out  all  Europe ;  and  a  number  of  obfervations  and  experiments 
confirmed  what  Mr.  Dalibard  had  the  honour  of  firft  remarking*.  J 
From  this  difcovery  there  was  only  one  ftep  to  that  of,  con* 
dftft&ore;  for  it  was  evident  that  if  (harp-pointed  metal  rods  afe» 
tra£ked-tbe  ele&ricity  of  the  clouds  much  more  readily  than  bo- 
dies of  any  other  "figure,  it  naturally  followed  that  a  metal  rod 
r*&d  on  a  building  would  produce  the  lame  effe&  *  and  that  if, 
by  means  of  wire,  it  could  convey  the  electricity  fpeedily,  and 
wttbout*  any  obftacle  to  the  earth,  its  common  refervoir,  no 
accident  would  enfoe,*  and  the  building  would  be  preferved  from 
fbe  ravages  of  the  lightning*  Hence  the  following  line  was  ap- 
pbed  to  this  illuftrious  phUofopher,  though  the  latter  part  of  it 
to  Ms  political  condu& ; 


Mfrifmt  calo  fulmtn>  mox  fceptra  tyramtis. 

.  TTh«  new  and  bold  ideas  of  Mr.  Franklin  were  oppofed  in 
the  Royal  Society,  except  his  conjectures,  which  had  been  fully 
verified  by  experience,  However,  whfenhe  came  over  to  Eng- 
land, about  the  year  1755,  they  did  him  more  juftice,-  and  voted 
hint  the  gold  medal  which  is  given  annually  to  the  perfon  who 
prcfcrits  a  memoir  on  the  molt  curious  and  interefting  fubje& 
ifcw^t  admitted  alfo  a  member  of  that  learned  body,  and  had 
t&e  degree  of  do&or  of  laws  conferred  upon  him  by  one  of  the 
lirifteptties  ;  but  war  happening  to  break  out  the  year  following 
btt#uiu  England  and  France^  he  returned  to  America,  and  took 
a"ffi*re  in  the  public  affairs  of  that  country, 

"We1  are  now  approaching  {he  period  when  he  began  to  make 
a$  confptcuous  a  figure  as  a  politician  as  he  had  done  as  a  phi- 
Wbpher,  Having  been  appointed  agent  for  the  province  of 
Penfylvania,  he  came  over  again  to  England  about  the  year 
177 3/  at  which  time  the  minds  of  the  people  in  America  were 
juft^pefbr  revolt.  The  aft  of  parliament  refpe&ing  ftamps  had 
>  I  3  ratfed 
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iraifcd  ah  uriverfal  difcontent,  and  that  concerning  tea, 
pleted  the  difaffeftion  of  the  Americans  to  this  country.  In 
fltort,  it  was  determined  that  Mr.  Franklin  ftould  be  examined 
at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  as  well  as  the  agents  of, 
all  the  other  provinces,  on  the  population  of  the  colonies,  their 
dlfpofition  towards  the  Britifh  parliament,  and/  their  OBpofitkttt 
to  its  authority.  In  this  bufinefs  he  acquitted 'himfelf  with 
ib  much  applaufe,  and  anfwered  the  queftion?  put  to  him  with 
(o  much  precifion  and  firmnefs,  that  his  reputation  as  a,  man  of 
public  bufinefs  was  eftablifhed  throughout  Europe, 

Dr.  Frapklin's  anfwers  gave  ffefn  fpirits  to  the  Americans* 
and  jncreafed  the  number  of  their  partisans  in  both  houfes  of 
parliament;  but  fuch  Was  the  obftinacy  of  the  miniftry,  that, 
jiotwithftandjng  all  the  remonftrances  made  by  the  colonies, 
they  perfifted  to  maintain  that  the  Britifh  parliament  had  a  right 
to  impofe  taxes  on  them,  though  it  is  well  known  that  flritifh 
jubjecks  can  be  taxed  only  by  their  own  reprefentativea.  The 
breach  now  became  every  day  wider,  and  the  Americans  formed 
a  congrefs  to  confider  by  what  means  they  could  remonftrate 
in  a  more  effc&ual  manner,  and  free  themfelves  from  the  ins* 
jjofts  of  which  they  complained.  In  the  mean  time  our  illuf- 
triduS  philofopher,  who  had  been  treated  with  great  refpeft  by 
the  Br»tifb  mjniftry,  for  they  had  caufed  his  fon  to  be  appointed 
governor  of  New-Jerfev,  began  to  be  looked  upon  with  a  more 
Jufpicious  eye ;  ami  Mr.  Wedderburn,  at  that  time  folicitor- 
general,  in  a  conference  behaved  totvards  him  with  much 
Jiaughtineft.  A  little  after  this  thoughts  were  entertained  of 
having  him  arretted  as  a  fomenter  of  r ebellion,  Finding,  there- 
fore, that  by  refiding  in  England  he  could  be  of  no  farther  for- 
Viee  to  Ws  countrymen*  he  prepared  to  depart^  and  managed 
Ws  matters  with  fo  muth  addrefs  and  fecrecy,  that  he  embarked 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 775,  and  was  on  his  voyage  hom* 
beforfc  it  was  fo  tfmch  8$  fufpefted  that  he  had  quitted  Etig* 
Jfettd,  What  followed  is  well  known.  Next  year  America  dfc- 
pkred  itfelf  jndepertdent,  *nd  Dr.  FranWm  was  one  of  the  prih* 
tfipal  agents  in  this  devolution,  which  gave  freedorti  to  thfc 
Northern  part  of  the  new  continent  and  deprived  Briton  of  die 
greater  part  of  her  eotonies, 

In  the  autumn  of  this  year  (i?j6)  congrefs  fent  Dr.  PrahkRft 
to  Canada,  tq  negotiate  with  the  inhabitants,  *nd  endeavour* 
jo/foduee  them  to  efpoufe  the  common  caufe,  in  order  to  (hake 
pf  the  JJritifhypke,  But  tbe  Canadians  had  teen  fo  di%uftal 
Utfth  the  exgeffts  of  the  prefbyterians  of  New-England,  their 
neighbours,  who  had  deftroyed  and  bufnt  feveral  chapels,  that 
^hey  would  not  lifter*  to  the  propofhls  made  them,  though  ern 
fatfi  w&)  |ft  *l|$fOw*r  of  argument,  which  our  phiWbpher. 
'   •  '  -  •-  *  kww 
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hm$m  Jr>wttt  *  employ  in  *alt  affiirs  entrusted  to  his  manhge* 
meat.  Having  foiled  in  this  »*gociation,  he  returned  to  Phi-. 
bufelpluft}  aftd  Coageefc  ItafiM*  how  much  he  was  eftecmel 
aacUrefoec^iin  France  both  by  his  political  talents  and  philcu 
fephical  discoveries,  font  him  thither  to  put  the  laft  hand  to  the 
ppivi^e  »cgociation&  of  Mn  Silas  Dean*  Though  then  in  the 
fwenty<-firft  year  of  his  age,  he  accepted  this  important  eomi 
im(io%  whtcji  required  no  fmatt  degree  of  delicacy,  and  arrived 
atPtri*  on  the  i£th  of  December*  The  fuccefe  of  the  Ame- 
ricans in  the  North,  and  tb?  defeat  of  General  Burgoyne  by 
General  Gates,  in  the  autumn  of  1777,  at  length  induced  thfe 
pouf*>  of  France  to  accede  to  the  propofJs  made  by  Congrefc ; 
^ad  about  the  end  of  the  abpve  year,  or  the  beginning  of  1778^ 
a  treaty  of  alHaoee  and  commerce  was  concluded  and  fjgned  be- 
Umefa  Franca  and  America,  .which  involved  England  in  a  walr 
with  the  former*  Mr.  Le  Roi  aflerts  that  he  had  a  confider- 
aWqfcare^in  t^is  traniac^ion,  byftrongly  advtfing Mr.  Maurepas 
set  todqfe  a  Angle  moment  if  ha  wffliod  to  fecua*e  die  frrendfhip 
of  America,  arid  detach  it  from  the  mother  country.  He  alfo  adds 
(hat  he  never  faw  ?  o|aa  fo  much  overdyed  as  £>r.  Franklin  was 
Oft  Aye  day  when  Lord  Stormont,  the  British  ambafiador,  quitted 
Bans  oa  account  of  the  rupture  between  die  two  courts.  *  We 
&  Ittd  dined  togetber,'  ftyi  he,  *  and  the  Dodor,  who  was  ge~ 
I  nerally  very  grave  and  compQfqk  appeared  th%t  day  to  be 
i  quife  another  perfon.'  (n  £bort,  by  a  feriee  of  events  happy 
far  America  and  fatal  to  Great-Britain,  -in  left  than  fcven  )sears 
this,  great  man  few  hie  country  free,  and  bad  the  honour  and 
gbryv  is*  i7&3>  «f  ^gning  articles  of  peace  with  the  Britifi 
coopnaiffioners.  5 

Till  this  period  he  had  enjoyed  a  ftate  of  uninterrupted  healthy 
plough  he  yb&  fometimes  incommoded  by  fits  of  the  gout ;  but 
ia  178a.  it  attacked  him  in  a  raoft  violent  manner,  accompanied 
with  a;  patnfpl  nephritic  cholic.  It  appears  that  this  was  the 
origin  of  thofe  grkvetty  complaints  with  which  he  was  afterwards 
trotted  j  for,  in  the  eourfe  of  1783,  he  felt  ve'ry  acute  pains, 
qducfe  ^continued  to  increafe. 

.  Having  now  feen  his  wifhee  accompliflied,  and  peace  efta* 
ttifbed,  his  principal  deftre  was  to  return  to  that  country  in 
■efeiph  te  firifc  drew  breath,  andwhtefe  he  had  fo  greatly  bene! 
hted  by  his  labours,  and  honoured  by  his' difco  veriest  -Me  there* 
fore  requefted  to  be  recalled,  and,  after  repeated  felicitations^ 
yir^  Jefferfon  was  appointed  in  his  room/  When  his  fitcceflbr 
arrived,  he  repaired  to  Havre«de~Grace,  and  croffing  the  chao* 
upk  embarked  at  Newport  in  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  and,  after  a 
£^oiyr^Je^p^flaffe,  arrived  fafe  at  Philadelphia  in  the  month  er 
fcpten^r*  tjf$0  As  foon  as  he  landed,  be  was  received 
'„  I  4  amidft 
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amidft  the  acclamations  of  an  imraenfe  multitude,  toho  locked 
front  alfrpajts  to  fed  him,  and  who  conducted  him  in  triumph  to   . 
Jus  own  hpufe.  In  the  courfe  of  a  few  days  he  was  vifited  by  die 

.  fnfe*>bers  of  Congrefe,  and  the  principal  inhabitants  of  PbHa- 
.delphra^and  its  neighbourhood.     He  wa*  afterWafdt  chofen,  for 

-  two  years  fuoceffively,  prefident  of  the  aflernbly  of  Philadelphia  % 

>  buthis  .gneat  age,  and  the  painful  diforder  by  which  he  was 
stacked, .  not  permitting  him-to  engage  longer  in  public  afiairs^ 
|t&  requeued  and  obtained  permiffion  to  retire,  and  to  pais  xhc 
remainder  of  bis  life  in  tranquillity,  and  that  he- might  offer  up 

[  vowfs  for  the  pro/parity  of  his  country,  and  indulge  in  his  fa- 
vourite ftudy,  natural  philofophy.  He  died  on  the  17th  April, 
X799>  at  fchiladelphia,  in  the  85th  year  of  hit  age.*  and  every 
honour  was  paid  to  his  memory  that  could  be  rendered  to 
fo  confpicuous  and  celebrated  a  philofopher.  We  fhall  fubjoin 
Mr.  Le  Rpi's  chara&er  of  him  :  (  Calm,  circumfped,  and  com- 

*  pofed,  lijce  all  his  countrymen,  during  his  long  refidence  in 

*  France*  and  -under  the  moft  delicate  circumftances>  no  one 

*  could  ever  reproach  htm  with  uttering  a  (ingle  word  or  ex- 

*  preffion  capable  of  engaging  him  in  anyquarretor  difpute  \ 

*  a  ctrcumftance  extremely  rare  in  a  man  towards'  whom  the 

*  eyes  of  every  body  were  directed,  and  considering  the  part 

*  which  he  had  .to  aft.  He  poffeffed  all  that  boldnefs  which 
c  is  neceflary  for  Importing  great  events,  and  which  belong* 

*  only  to  exalted  minds,  who^  having  weighed  every  thing,  look 

*  upon  tfcefe  evente  as  neceHary  ami  infallible  confequences.  He 
f  had  one  peculiarity  in  his  character  which  has  not  been  foffi- 
f  ciendy  remarked  5  this  was,  that  he  always  confidered  how  he 

*  fhotild  farvey  objefts  in  the  moft  fimple  manner.  In  his  phi* 
f  ■  lofophical  aftd  political  views  he  caught  the  jilaineft  fide  of*  the 
*-  ^ftteftion.     The  cafe  was  the  fame  when  he  explained  'wxf 

*  point  of  natural  philofophy,  or  the  conftru&ion  of  a  machine; 
£  In  fborty  by  a  happy  talent,  while  the  greater  part  of  raaiv* 
c  kind  cannot  attain  truth  and  fimplicity  but  by  a  long  circuit 
F  and  multiplied  efforts,  his  genius  condu&ed  him  to  the  fimpleft 

*  methods  of  explaining  any  phenomenon,  of  conftra&ing:  ruch 
5  machines  as  he  had  occafion  for;  and,  in  fhort,  of  falling  upon 
«  thofe  expedients  which  were  beft  calculated  to  enfure  fucceft 
t  to  his  prejeds,  and  to  tfyofe  comqaiffiona  yrtrich  were  entrusted 
I  J#  his  care.'  > 
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i   j*  Frame,  smpUye  dans  F  Expedition  d$  M.  le&mtedelt  P*f- 
,    r*i$i  :rt  iptatiti  d' Interpret*  Ju  Roi  $  dtpms  tlnjkmt  cm  it  m 
qmtti  les  Frigates  Franfoijes  au  Port  St.  Pierre  et  £u  Part  dm 
ixJCamtfifatjia  jufqua  fen  arr*0Utn  France,  U  17  O&cbre,  1788. 

A**.  XIV.  Htflorical  Journal  of  the  Travels  of  M.  it  Lefipti 
"  Conful  j)f  Prantt^  employed  in  the  Expedition  of  the  Count  dt  Is 
Peyroitje,  in  Quality  of  King's  Interpreter;  from  the  Moment 
1  'xvhen  he  quitted  the  French  Frigates  at  the  Port  of  St.  Peter  and 
*  St.  Paul  of  Kamtfchatiay  till  his  arrival  in  France,  ijtb Ofiober^ 
-'  I788.     8vo.  2  vols.     Paris,  179O. 

J  ..'  f  Concluded.  ] 

*"  npHE  true  Kamtfehatkadales  are  in  general  below  the  middle 
*  .  ■*•  fize,  their  feces  are  broad  and  round,  their  eyes  fmall  and 
tunic  jn  their  beads,  th^ir  cheek  bones  high,  their  nofes  flat,  and 
,  their  hair  black  ;  they  have  fcarcely  any  beard,  and  a  complexion 
father  of  a  tawny  hue.  That  of  moft  of  their  women,  and 
,  fjieir  features  are  nearly  the  feipe  5  confequentiy  they  are  not 
yery  charming  oJ>je£U»  , 

/  (  The  difpofition  of  the  Kamtfchatkadales  is  mild  and  hof- 

rpitable|  they  are  neither  knaves  not  robbers;  th/?y, have  indeed 

^^  Uttje  cunning,  that  nothing  is  more  eafy  than  to  impofe  upon 

V  {foem,  eipecially,  as  has  been  (aid  before,  by  taking  advantage  of 
jjhpir  denre  for  drink.  They  live  in  the  greateft  amity  among 
tben^elvcs;  it  feems  as  if  they  were  more  affectionate  to  one 

,(I^anojther  on  account  of  their  fmall  number :  this  ux^ion  induces 
tjiem  to  aifift  each  other  in  their  labours,  which  is  no  fmall 

r'jptfoof  of  their  inclination  to  oblige,  when  we  confider  their  ex-, 

^effive  difpofition  to  idlenefs.    They  would  find  an  a&ive  life 

.,  ;^^portable.    Supreme  happinefs,  in  their  opinion,  after  that 

n,  ^drinking  to  intoxication,  confifts  in  having  nothing  to  do, 

.  / ap4in  leading  a  life  of  indolence.    This  defire  is  fo  great  among 

(,.m(pc  people,  that  it  makes  them  negle&.the  means  of  providing 
^^S^the  firft  neceffities  of  life;  fo  that  whole  families  have  been 

"  frequently  feen  in  the  winter  reduced  to  extreme  want,  becaufe 
they  have  not  chofen  in  the  fummer  to  lay  in  a  ftock  of  fifh, 
though  with  them  it  is  the  firft  and  moft  neceffary  article  of 
food.  If  they  thus  overlook  the  very  means  of  exiftence,  it  is 
natural  to  fuppofe  that  they  are  ftill  more  negligent  in  regard  to 
cleanlinefe,  which  is  neither  remarkable  in  their  perfons  nor 

•'  -*Ikxfe^  Notwithftanding  this  indolence,  and  their  other  na- 
tural defe&s,  one  cannot  help  regretting  that  their  number  is 
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not  raon?  confldetable ;  for  after  all  I  have  feat,  and  the  tcfti- 
m*ny  «£ feveral  other  pcr&ns,  4c  is  certeir*  that  to  be  We  of 
meeting  with  fentiments  of  honour  and  humanity  in  this  cotm~ 
1ff>  it  is  neceflary  to-  tifk  than  among  the  true  Kamtfchatka* 
4&s  :•  thtykavc  not  yet  hirte»cd,  their  homely  virtues  for  the 
tjoMbcil  vices  brought  them  by  -the  Europeans,  intended  to  pro* 
Aoto-theif  cftilfoatiGB. 

•*  tn  thetp  dances  they  arc  fertiCuferryroni  of  iafcttatimj  the 
ateiwtk  they -hunt,  ejfeccia]ly  the,b$a* ;  ^oy  repr^fent  it*  fitiayy, 
«pjiwa£d  gait*  and  alj  its  diffc^nt  fowfttiow  DC  iitqatipn^  that 
ifk  t&  i*y,  tfce  a&on*  of  the  young  c^ies  about  their  mother,  the 
qppspu*  fpo*t  of  the  male*  wi*h  the  fcraafes,  and  their  agitation 
^hcfl  th^f  happfio  t9  da 4Uiiirfa^d».  Tbey  mu&no  dquhk  h$ve 
a  mdft  perfeft  knowledge  §f  this  anjmal  j,  tj^ey  hay$  incjee4  fre- 
quent opportunities  of  observing  it,  and  no  doubt  make  it  a  par* 
tkrular  nudy%  for  they  imitate  att  its  motions  as  well  I  bcUevo 
a$,is,  poflible. .  I  afked  the  Ruffian  who  sure  better  judges  thaq 
|,  becaufe  in  their  hunts  they  fee  more  of  thefe  animals,  wbc* 
^hcr  thefe,  pantomime  ballets  were  weir  executed*  They  at$ 
affijred  me  it  was  difficult  to  find  more  fldlful  dancers  in  the 
Country,  and  that  the  gait,  and  all  the  attitudes  of  the  bear  were 
Jo  well  imitated  as  to  deceive  the  eye.  I  muft,  howeverj  ob- 
fcrve,  with  the  permiffion  of  the  amateurs,  that  theft  dances  are 
a$  ttfefornQ  to  the  fpeftator  as  fetiguing  to  the  a&or.  One 
^annot  help  rttfrering  at  feeing  them  diffocate  their  members,  and 
Ihreafc  their  wind,  and  ail  to  exprefs  the  exceffive  pteafure  triejt 
ffeel  in  thefe  ^rotefque  dances,  which  refemttfe  the  ridiculous  di- 
▼erfions  of  lavages :  in  many  refpe^h,  indeed*  the  Kajntfchat* 
fcadates  may  be  placed  in  this  rank/ 

At  length,  when  the  (how  ffiorms  began  to  ^bate,  A$.  de 
Jkefiqps  ftt  off  from  Bokheretzk  in  company  with  Wf .  KaflorrJ 
with  $  e^ravao  of  thirty-five  fleds,  drawn  by  about  three  hun^ 
&r$$  dogs.  The  necemty  of  taking  provifions  for  *frqth  mcrt 
and  dogs,  on  a  lone;  jouqiev  through  this  frozen,>famiSied  cot«K 
try,  was  tb*  principal  caufe  of  their  being  fo  numerous;  Thefe 
dfogs  art  much  *f  the  kind  of  our  ihepberd^  dogs,  ar$  woi*^ 
efarfuJIy  fleet,  and  fo  full  of  fpirit  that  they  fre(juentry  attach 
each  otbec  tQ  obtain  tjie  honour  of  precedency,  an<|  £v«rtarq» 
fbefled$,  which  are  fomerjmes  broken  to  pieces  iri  the  ftiryNof 
&£  cwfli#.  Thn  is  .the  more  remarkable  ^  theyonry  rhaktf 
eme  ,rfjeai  a-H^r* !  confiffipg  of  a  dried  felmon.  '  After  paffing 

S  rough  a  great  number  of  towns  and  villages,  whence  ijieauthaf 
k^s-oceaJion  to  defcant  ftJJ]  more  largely  on  the  raiferablef 
dwelling?  $nd  fityh  of  the  Karntfchatkadales,  arid  after  meeting^ 
at  Mtfkoff  a.eolonv  of  Rufifcui  peaftnts,  whqfe  induftry  and  thp 
COf&fcrt&rie  way  of  life  ttorifc  its  confo^uence?  form  a  complete 

*  contrift 
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ctetraft  wfth  the  indolence  and  inifery  of  the  Aborigines,  too 
arrives  at  Macboure,  a  village  almoft  entirely  inhabited  kf 
Chamans,  a  fpecies  of  pretended  magicians. 

+  The  veneration  the  inhabitants  of  this  village  bate  for  thefr 
foocerers  is  inconceiveable ;  it  approaches  tomadnefs,'  and  ex-      v 
cites  compaffion  \  for  the  extravagance  with  which  the  lat&c 
beep  up  the  credulity  of  their  countrymen  is  fa  ftrange  and  fo 
ridiculous,  that  we  are  not  more  excited  to  laughter  than  pro* 
vuked  to  indignation.     In  thefe  latter  times,  it  is  true,  they  do 
not  prcfefs  their  art  openly,  or  make  fo  great  a  difptay  of  their 
incantations  \  their  drefe  is  /io  longer  ornamented  with  myfte- 
rious  rings,  or  a  variety  of  fymholical  plates  of  metal  jingliag 
together  upon  the  fmalleft  motion  of  their  bodies;  they  have 
ato  relinquifhed  a  kind  of  kettle  which  they  ftruck  in  cadenco 
with  their  pretended  ipells,  or  to  announce  their  coming ;  in  * 
word,  they  have  abandoned  all  their  magical  inftruments.    The 
ceremonies  in  their  affembiies,  which,  though  held  fecretly,  am 
not  the  Ids  frequented,  are  now  confined  within  narrower  li- 
mits* N  Let  the  reader  figure  to  himfelf  a  circle  of  fpeAators  itu- 
pjdly  attentive  and  tanged  around  the  forcerer  or  lorcerefs  $  for 
the  women  are  alfo  initiated  in  the  myfteries  of  the  Chamans. 
Oir  a  fudden  the  Chaman  begins  to  firig,  or  rather  to  utter 
ftrill  founds,  without  either  meafure  or  fignification ;  the  docile 
afiembly  anfwer  in  the  fame  tone,  which  forms  the  moft  dik 
oordant  and  moft  infupportable  concert.  By  degrees  the  Chaman, 
acquires  greater  animation,  and  begins  to  dance  to  the  conftifcj 
founds  of  the  company,  who  exhauft  their  breath  and  their 
voices  in  the  excefs  of  their  fervour  and  admiration ;  the  dance? 
grows  quicker  as  the  minifter  of  the  god  Koutka  feels  the  itk~ 
fpiratdon  of  the  prophetic  fpirit.     Like  the  prieftefs  of  ApoHci 
upon  the  tripod,  he  rolls  his  haggard  and  furious  eyes ;  aU  his 
motions  are  convulfive ;  his  mouth  is  diftorted,  and  all  his  mem* 
Iters  grow  ft  iff:  in  a  word,  there  is  no  kind  of  grimace  or  d*& 
tortion  which  he  does  not  exhibit  to  the  great  aftonifhment  of 
his  fpeftators^    After  having  performed  this  pantomime  for  fame 
time,  he  fudderiy  ftops,  and  his  delirium  becomes  as  calm  as  if;' 
?ga&  before  agitated :  Jie  no  longer  fhew&  either  fury  or  tranC- 
port,  but  the  facred  recollection  of  a  man  full  of  in<piratiotu- 
urho  is  going  to  fpeafc  by  his  mouth.     The  trembling  aflembl* 
becomes  immediately  filent,  and  waits  the  wonders  about  to  he 
revealed.     At  length  the  incoherent  accents  fall  from  the  lips  of 
the  impoftor,  who  thus  utters  every  thing  that  enters  hifrima^ 

t*r>%ti<£n»  which  is  always  attributed  to  the  infpiration  of  the  gdd 
outka,     The  orator  generally  accofnpanies  hisdifcourfc  e^rt^er 
by  a  torrent  of  tears  or  loud  burfts  of  laughter,  according  to the" 
good  or  ill  he  foretells ;  and  his  expreffive  gcft&re$are  varied  ac* 
adding  to  the  fenfetions  he  feels,* 
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Wc,  are-convinced  that  there  is  hardly  a  man  from  China  tm 

•     Stockholm  who,  on  reading  thefe  details,  would  not  deplore  the 

miierafcfe  credulity  of  the  Kamtfchatkaclales  $  and  yetfthere  i» 

fcarctly  a  country  from  Stockholm  to  China  jhat  has  not  its' 

Chamans. 

Jn  the   neighbourhood  of  a  place  called  Tolbatchina  M.  de 
Lefleps  obferved  two  volcanos,  neither  of  which  emitted  fee,* 
but  conftant  volumes  "of  fmoke.  There  is  a  third  adjacent  to  the 
village  Klufchefkaiaj    but  the  intervention  of  a  confiderable 
mountain  bid  it  entirely  from  his  view.    From  thence  he  makes 
a  digreffion  to  vifit  Nijenei-Kamtfchatka,  the  capital  of  the  pe-  • 
nirifula,  and  in  his  way  has  an  opportunity  of  obfervfng  the  third 
volcano.     It  constantly  emits  flames,  which  feeth  to  burft  forth ' 
from4 the  milft  of  the  fliow  that  covers  the  mountain  to  its  very 
fummit.    At  Nijenei  he  met  with  feveraljapanefe,  of  whofe  adu   . 
ventures,  dreft,  and  manners,  he  gives  a  detail  that  is  both  cn~ 
iious.and  interefting.     In  profecuting  his  journey  through  this 
inhofbttable  climate  our  traveller  was  fometimes  flopped  by  vio- 
lent ftorm^  and  famed  mes  delayed  by  the  dread  of  others;  trat* 
at  length  he  reached  Karagui,  the  laft  village  of  the  peninfakfc 
of  KamtfLhatka.     After  his  departure  thence,-  and  his  entering 
the  country  of  the  Koriaks,  his  difficulties  grew  greater;  the* 
want  of  villages  obliged  him  to  pafs  the>  nights  in  the  open' 
country,  and  in  the  midft  of  the  fnow,  his  ftock  of  provifions  d*£ 
ing^at  the  fame  time  fo  ilender  as  only  to  afford  one  meafa-day, 
while  that  of  his  canine  cattle  was  fo  muchreduced,  that,''  te*.* 
ceiving  01  Jy  a  fourth  of  their  ufual  allowance,  feveral  died  of 
hunger  and  fatigue.     In  proportion  as  the  famine  continued  theiV 
deaths  became  more  frequent,  fo  that  after  a  few  days  more,  Out 
of  thirty- ft  ven  dogs  that  drew  the  fled  of  M«  de  Lefleps,  only1 
rwenty- three  remained.     At  length,  when  every  thing  eatable ■ 
was  confumed,  he  arrived  at  a  place  called  Pouftareflc,  which 
unfortunately  was  fo  wretched  a  village  that  no  frefh  fupply  was 
to  be  obtained  from  ij.    MefTeogers  had  been  difpatched  for  pro- 
vifions in  feveral  directions  j  but  while  he  waited  the  event  of 
theijr  endeavours,  death  made  the  moft  terrible  havock  among 
the  dogs. 

*  In  the  mean  time/  fays  he, c  our  dogs  had  been  unhamefletl » 
for  the  purpofe  of  tying  them  up  by  couples  as  ufual.     As  foan 
as  they  were  fattened  to  the  poft,  they  fell  upon  the.  cords  and 
harneis5  and  in  a  moment  the  whole  was  devoured.     In  VafA" 
were  attempts  made  to  ft  op  them  ;  the  greater  part  made  thek^ 
efcape  into  the  country,  where  they  wandered  abput,  eating  ev^y 
th'ne  their  teeth  could  tear,  Every  moment  fome  died,  ancf  im- 
mediately became  prey  to  the  others,  who  ruflied  ravenoufly  upbfi- 
the  dead  carcailesj  and  tore  them  to  pieces:' every  joihfc  *#a* 
3  conteflditfr 
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contended  far  by  a  band  of  rivals,  who  attacked  the  firft  p6ifeflor 
with  fiury.  If  he  fell  overpowered  by  numbers,  he  became  iij 
his  twm  the  objeft  of  a  new  combat*  Tp  the  horror  of  witnef- 
fing  this  fcene,  fucceeded  the  (ad  fpe&acle  of  thofe  that  befieged 
the  yiurt  in  which  we  lived.  They  were  all  rooft  lamentably 
lean,  and  could  fcarcely  itir.  Their  plaintive  and  continual  howl- 
ingTeemed  to  beg  us  to  affift  them,  and  to  reproach  us  with  our 
want  of  ability  to  do  fo.  Several  thatfufFered  as  much  from  coM 
as  hunger,  approached  the  external  opening  in  the  roof  of  the 
yomty  that  gives  paflage  to  the  fmokej  the  more  they  felt  the  heat 
the  nearer  they  drew,  till  at  length,  either  through  weaknefs  or' 
hunger,*  they  fell  into  the  fire  before  our  eyes.' 

At  laft  one  of  the  rhefiengers  returned  with  an  ample  fupply  of 
whale's  fleih  and  oil.  M.  de  Leffeps  took  the  few  dpgs  that  re- 
mained alive  to  profecute  his  journey;  and  he  concludes  his  Aril, 
volume  by  taking  leave  of  his  companion  M.  de  KaflofF. 

Li  his  fecond  volume  M.  de  Leffeps  continues  to  relate  his 
painful  proceeding  over  the  immenfe  wafte  of  fnuw  ;  and  painful 
fKftlld  the  relation  be  to  the  reader  if  he  did  not  contrive  to  give 
it^yariety  by  an  account  of  the  accidents  that  happened  to  him,  of 
his.  reception  by  the  barbarous  chiefs  he  vifited,  and  of  the  man- 
ners -pf  the  wandering  hords  he  met  upon  the  road.  He  fcems  to  be 
confeious  that  the  uniformity  of  a  great  part  of  his  journal  would 
gender  it  fatiguing,  and  therefore  catches  at  every  incident,  of  what 
ever  complexion,  that  tends  todiveritfy,  or  feems  likely  to  enter- 
tain, ^Nor  does  he  often  mifs  his  aim ;  for,  in  the  narrative  part) 
even  when  rather  minutely  particular,  he  ftill  remembers  the  pre- 
ce&oi ite  \>jttl>m&  fimper  ad evtntum  ftftinat.  But  we  would  not 
have  quarrelled  with  him,  if  in  description  he  had  been  fomewhat 
lefs  cirxumftantial ;  for,  without  being  conjuVors>  we  fhould  have 
uaderftood  that,  l  on  die  baftions  of  a  fortified  place,  there  are 
c,  gannon,  and  various  kinds  of  ammunition,  and  that  centinels 
*  .guard  them  day  and  night,  as  well  as  the  gates  of  the  town  £ 
au>d  if  we* had  riot,  where  would  have  been  the  harm?  efpecially 
as  jtfe?  plajpe  in  queftion  is  little  better  than  a  block- houCe,  and  as 
perhaps  no  one  who  reads  the  book  will  ever  fet  his  foot  within 
ifc^jwooden  walls.  What  care  we  whether  there  be  «.  a  little 
c  ^ujajpe^  before  the  commandant's  houfe  ?'  or  whether  *  a  guard* 
c  )bpufe  on  one  fide  defend  the  approach  to  it  V  Luckily  thefr 
descriptions  do  not  occur  frequently,  and  are  generally  fucceeded 
'tyi^ore  inter efiing  matter,  as  in  the  prefent  inftance  we  were  re* 
lie*ed.by  curious  details  concerning  the  nation  of  Koriaks, 

'.  r1,;^he  manners  of  the  Kortaks  are  far  from  being  eftioiable, 

bei^g,  nothing  but  a  mixture  of  duplicity,  diftruft,  and  avarice. 

Th*y  pofTefs  all  the  vices  of  the  nations,  in  the  north  of  Afia, 

N  without  disheriting  their  virtues.     They  are  naturally  robbers^ 
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•crtdaiyfflfplcldu*,  and  are  unacquainted  with  eMi£r  IcintfoeA 
nr  dky.  To  obtain  the  fmalleft  iervicefrcon  them  it  is  neceflarjr 
to  begin  by  (hewing,  and  even  delivering  to  them  the  jrecom- 
yence ;  nothing  but  prefents  is  capable  of  moving  them. 

1  With  this  perfidious  and  favagfc  genius  it  woujd  be  difficult 
Jbr*hem  to  live  in  peace,  ox  -form  lafting  connexions  with  tbeii-  # 
•etgbboure ;  and  from  this  unfociable  difpofition  rnUft.neceffarHy 
(faring  a  ftrongiabhorrence  of  a  foreign  matter.  Hence  arife  their 
continual  ^ftirrediom,  their  atrocious  depredations,  their  daily 
incurfions  among  the  people  that  furround  them,  and  their -ever* 
4aftti&  (pirit  of  revenge. 

4  This  conftant  warfare  keq*  up  their  ferocity ;  and  tbefiabA 
tof  dttab&ftg  and  defending  gives  them  that  inflexibility  of  cou- 
rage that  perpetuates  their  combats,  and  makes  them  glory  in  a 
*ofctei»pt  of  death.  Buperftitition  concurs  to  ennoble  in  their 
eyes  this  thirft  of  blood,  by  laying  them  under  the  n^ceffity  *rf 
titling  *or  -being  killed.  In  proportion  as  the  caufc  of  their  tak* 
Sitgiup  armsis  fcrious,  die  more  they  are  prodigal  of  life  4  and^fe 
4ar  from  being  diihtayed  by  the  valour  omumber  of  their  ene»- 
toaits,  they  fwear,  in  defperate  circumftances,  to  left  xhi  Jim. 
They  fulfil  this  horrible  oath  by  murdering  their  women  and 
children,  by  fctting  fire  to  all  they  poffefs,  and  by  rirfhing  fori* 
Joufly  into  the  midft  of  their  enemies.  The  combat  only  ceafe* 
-jAort'One^  the  parties  is- tota%  NoKoriak  is  ever 

Jecn  to  feekfafety  in  flight ;  honour  forbids  him  to  fiimvethe 
•amagc  of  his  countrymen. 

4  Afc  yet  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Ruffians  Aas  produced  n» 
«h*oge  in  the  KoriaVs  way  of  life;  the  commerce  that  has  con* 
M&ed  tbetn  with  thefe  foreigners  -has  only  ferved  io  make  them 
fetiflble  to:  the  >attnt&ion  of  wealth  and  pillage.  ^Indifferent  as  t£ 
Ae  advantage*  of  a  more  poliQied  life,  they  fcem  to  repel  ctvtliza- 
lion,  and  to  confider 'their  manners  .and  ufages  as  the  heft 
pdftWe^ 

4  Theirpaffion for ftrang  liquors,, irritated  by  the highprice<rf 
brandy,  <4nd  the  *  difficulty  of  procuring  it  in  thofe  remote  .parts* 
ha*  fugg*fted  to  ithem  the  invention  of  a  drink  equally  fwady^ 
frofclucad'ftoma4cind  of  red  mtrfhraora,  4aiown  in  RuffiavarA 
wlent^poifim,  >bytbettame  of  mcukhmmr.  Theyput  it  into  i 
¥«&!  with'dert^n:fraits,  and  fcarccly  do  they  eiverit  time  td 
ti«riiy,^wJielnMMrfriendV:are  invited,*  noble  emulation  inflame* 
the  gtiefts,>/and  the  conteft  is,  ^whojihaH  befcaflfft  thewaiterrf 
the  howfe»irL^etriBg  tak  of  hisrnedar.  The  feaffc  continues 'joi**^ 
t#*>'*r threctdays,  rillrthe  whole  iftock  :is  eriwwfted.  ;tSbmief-' 
tHwlw,to(^rdt«fe'<erum  of  loftog'theinreafon,  they  eat "atrihii 
£ufe*  tbnetho rswi mufkrocm 5  and  it  is: ineoncei veable  that  th*i£ 
*  lhwid  oot:betn»re^requcnt  examphtsvof  ithe  fecal  e£e£b  lofrthS* 
*«::  •;        $  intoxication. 
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rttonkttian,  „  I  havefeen  4i?w*l  of  tbem  *tagft*ttflf  91*  «0 
feeovftr  with  difficulty:  but  experience  does  not  cbrred«h£aa* 
•and  on  the  very  next  opportunity  they  only  Men  to  the  die*. 
•totes  of  their  blind  and  brutal  intemperance ;  for  with  theft  4t«i 
UOtiBfereiy  fenfuality,  it  is  not  the  pi eafurC^of  favouring  a  liquor 
that  becomes  an  irrefiftible  neceffity  when  once  taftcd.j  thaf 
ftek,  in  thefe  orgies  a  total  oblivion,  a  brutifh  ftate  of  idfenfi* 
Mity,  and  a  ceflatioa  of  exiftence,  if  I  may  to  call  k:  this  it 
their  fole  enjoyment,  and  this  they  confider  as  iupttrae  tap* 
j>inefc.f  t 

He  proceeds  nwet  to  deicrtbe  their  funerals,  religious  opinion* 
and  languages  and  then,  quitting  a  place  called  Ingiga,  and  ex- 
changing his  dogs  for  rein-deer,  profecutes  his  journey.  .  Heffe 
he  gives  an  account  of  his  new  method  of  travelling*  rmd'ttts 
naturally  induces  him  to  notice  the  qualities  of  &e*iymals4ijr 
which  he  was  drawn ;  none  is  more  extraordinary  than  their- ft* 
gacity  when  employed  to  decoy  the  wild  ortfs  gi  their  owm 
jpecies, 

*  In-a  herd  there  art  almoft  always  two  or  three  brought  vp 
fpr  hunting-  The  fagacity  of  this  animal  is  inconceiveable  ;  it 
hunts  while  feeding,  and  if  it  meet  a  wild  rein-deer,  it  imit*IM» 
without  {hewing  either  pleafure  or  farprife,  the  gait  and  motions 
of  the  latter,. which  frequently  approaches  without  fufpeditg  the 
4feceit.  Tbey  foon  begin  to ,  play  together,  their  horns  «ntaagt% 
end  th?y  retreat  and  purfue  *ach  other  .alternately*  In  -thefe 
Sportive  races  the  tame  rein-deer- finds  means  to  bciftg  its  pr«y 
gradually  within  the  hunter's  teach.  With  a  rein-dteor  well 
broken  be  has  -the  pleAfure  of  taking  die  ^animal  alive;/  it  is  oojjr 
r^cfeflary  to  h^ag-a  noofe  to  the  horns  of  the  former,  4nd>  wfeiifc 
pbyiojg,  it  throws  it  over  thofe  of  its  stdverfary :  the  rr#>re  the 
granger  ftnjggles  to;get  free,  thfrdofer  the  noofe  is  drawn,  an* 
the  more  his  companion  pulls  in  a  contrary  dire&ion  to.gtvfcrhit 
matter  time  to  come  up.  It  is  true  the  wild  rein-deer  fomeUmftt 
4i^e<fts  the  ftraugem,  andefcapes  the  danger  by  flight/: 
'  sA&jbt  leaving £JglanB,  the  laft  town  of  the  Korialis,  M.'tfe 
idfop?  inters  OJfc  the  ftrft  village  of  the  Tuggoufe  nation,  a*d 
Iponuftar'airri/fsat  Okotzk,  a  ConfideraWe  place  for,  that  ooua* 
(try./  fFhe,  reader*  -will  Jie  able  tp.ju^ge  of  the  hardfhjps-her**«* 
<Jc*W«5nt,  -whffn  he  is'toW  that,  iaa  diftance-of  three  <h*nd«ftL 
fctglt**,  he  flept' *>nty  once  ifc  a  ted ;  but  itill  worfc  diftctrftks 
^endihi^n -after  his  departure  /rtun  thence*  The  ice  to*afc» 
^i^wiirn,^vhile profiling  a  riVer.i  aftd  at  ti^d*a&ee  ofthefim 
4*^^otels  otver  th*  te&w,  dtfaj^af,  ,#fcdt  leave  noHbi^-bat,  pr?**. 
ijip^^iq^miresin  their) pjace*  Hg Js ^ conftqw^tlytdh^ged 
^^ui^i^ffeet^virigftgwe  tajtout'fifty-£*e  ^ftHtferoygh  *  > 
iQfflptiff  fl>:hoffiWe,  &at  ,theu^at'<vf^'ato^ 
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taap,  the  torfts  had  nothing  to  cat  but  willow  ifnd  birCh  branched 
.What  could  induce  the  Muscovites  to  carry  tneir  coHqudfts  ittt4 
tbefe  inhofpitable  regions  ?  What  but  the  emri  facru  fame*  that 
was  firft  excited  by  the  mines  they  contain,  and  afterwards  kepi 
up  by  the  furs  they  produce  in  great  attendance*  M.  de  LeflepS 
mews  how  die  bad  condti&  of  the  chiefs  of  thefe  fetdements  re* 
duced  them  to  a  ftate  of  anarchy,  and  how,  when  a  better  order 
«f  things  was  eftabliihed,  commerce  began  to  flourish,  and  forced 
it*  way  through  numerous  difficulties  and  wide-extended  defertt 
to  the  frontiers  of  the  Chinefe  empire,  and  there  enjoyed  privi* 
leges  denied  to  that  of  every  other  nation.  Hence  he  is  led  to 
{peak  of  the  expeditions  undertaken  with  a  view  of  extending  this 
lucrative  fur-trade,  and  of  the  difcoveries  of  Behring  and  other 
navigators.  The  manner  in  which  this  trade  is  earned  on  with 
the  lavages  of  America  next  engages  his  attention ;  and  he  en- 
ters into  detaih  that  prove  he  has  not  been  fparing  in  his  endea- 
vours to  obtain  information.  >  The  reftilt  of  his  observations  is, 
that  the  government  and  difcipline  are  more  improved  than  when 
relations  firft  came  from  this  country ;  but  that  much  remains 
to  be  done.  This  part  of  his  performance  is  not  certainly  the 
leaft  interefting  or  inftru&ive. 

He  leaves  Okotzk  a  fecond  time,  and  meets  with  feveral  dan- 
gerous, adventures  on  his  way ;  his.  boat  ftrikes  on  a  rock  in  one 
river,  and  his  horfe  and  himfelf  narrowly  efeape  drowning  in 
another.  But  as  fpring  fiicceeds  to  winter,  and  as- he  reaches  a 
more  civilized  country,  where  the  manners  of  the  people  are  more 
agreeable  to  thofe  or  Europe,  his  journey  and  his  narrative  ad- 
vance more  rapidly.  In  his  fpeedy  progress  from  Okotrk  to  Ya- 
koutzk,  he  gives  a  brief  defcription  of  the  manners  of  die  Ya« 
koutes*  and  from  thence,  in  his  navigation  up  the  Lena,  he  ex* 
hibits  a  ftriking  piAute  of  the  mifery  of  the  banifhed  men  that 
inhabit  thofe  regions.  At  length  he  reaches  Irkoutfck,  the  ca- 
pital of  the  government  of  the  name,  and  a  town  of  confider* 
able  fize  and  elegance  in  comparifon  with  thofe  he  has  before 
vifited.  It  is  ftill  more  remarkable  on  account  of  its-  bclnjj  the 
emporium  of  the  trade  carried  on  between  the  Ruffian  and  Chinefe 
'empires.  A  governor  of  Tobolfk  firft  gave  the  idea  of  this 
commerce,  and  die  firft  caravan  fct  off  in  1670.  It  was  foo4 
fucceeckd  by  many  others,  and  gave  birth  to  fuch  conftderaWe 
fetdements,  that  the  warv  Chinefe  took  the  alarm,  and  ere&ed 
(bits  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  a  neighbour  that  feemed  inclined 
to  intrude  within  their  frontiers.  This  gave  rift  to  a  war  about 
the  limits  of  die  two  empires,  which  ended  in  a  treaty  of  peace 
in  1689,  that  infiirtd  freedom  of  commerce  to  the  fubje&i' *f 
both.  The  infolence  of  the  Ruffians  at  Pekin,  and  the  pridb 
and  diftruft  of  .the  Chinefe,  feveral  times  interrupted  tfee  good 
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Uolerftanding  between  them ;  and  at  length  the  emperor  Ram-ht 
hanifited  all  the  Mufcovites  from  his  dominions.  They  found 
means*  however,  to  pacify  him,  'and  a  treaty  was  negociated  in 
1927  fixing  irrevocably  the  boundaries  of  each  empire,  and  per-, 
takting  a  caravan  of  two  hundred  merchants  to*  go  to  Pekra 
once  every  three  years.  Such  obftacles,  however,  ft arted  up 
firom^the  warit  of  harmony  between  the  two  nations,  that,  ^fter 
fending  fix  caravans  in  twentv-feven  years,  tfie  trade  funk  ta 
nothing,  till  the  accemon  of  the  prefent  emprefs,  who,  by  re- 
moving the  caufes  of  complaint,  gradually  reftored  it  to  a  flou* 
rtfhing  ftatc*  M.  de  Lefieps,-  however,  thinks  it  much  more 
to  the  advantage  of  the  Chinefe '  than  the  Ruffian?  (the  former 
availing  themfelves  of  their  well-known  crafty  dtfpofition),  an<l 
infinitely  dtminifhed-fince  the  time  of  the  travellers  Coxe  and 
PaHas. 

Ottr  author's  mode  of  travelling  was  fb  rapid,  and  his  remarks 
fo  few  between  Irkoutzk  and  Petertburgh,  that  the  dHtance  of 
fix  thouiand  werfts  only  takes  up  forty  days,  and  about  half  as 
many  pages*  Here  his  Journal  may  be  faid  to  conclude;  for  4iis 
journey -between  the  latter  place  and  Paris  is  marked  by  no  ac- 
cident whatever.    - 

Tfas  obfervations  we  have  thrown  out,  in  feveral  parts  of  our 
review  of  this  work,  make  it  unneceffary  to  repeat  our  opinio*)* 
Thevtnimiteneft  of  defcription,  < and  the- want  of  importance  in  a 
good  many  of  the  author's  obfervations,  are  faults  that  apply 
ahnoft  to  all  travellers ;  but  a  natural,  eafy,  and  perlpicuous  ftylfc 
is  not  fo  generally  to  be  met  with. 

A  fliort  vocabulary  of  the  languages  of.  feveral  of  the  nations 
that  compofc  the  Ruffian  empire  is  annexed  to  thefe  volumes. 


'*      M  ON  T  HLY      C  ATA  L  OGC? 
For     AUG  US  T     1790, 

"    '  *  MISCELLANEOUS. 

Art*  l  J*  Authentic  Copy  of  the  Memorial  delivered  to  tbt  Right  Hon* 
William  Windham  GrenviSe,  one  of  bit  Majefty'i  principal  Setretarh$ 
of  State*  by  Lieutenant  John  Meats,  of  the  Rojal  Navy,  dated  April 
$Ot  1790*  and  prefented  to  the  Houje  of  Gammons  May  13*  ■  79^  » 
containing  every  Particular  refpeSittg  tht  Capture  of  the  Ftjft^  in 
Naotka  Sound.     8vo.  is.  6d.'   Debrett.-   London,   1790. 

BV  this  memorial  it  appears  that,  early  m  the  year  1786,  fome 
merchants  in  the  Baft  Indies  conceived  die  idea,  of  opening  a 
trade  between  that  part  of  the  world  and  the  north- we  ft  coaft  of  Ame- 
rica,    With  this  view  Captain  Mears,  to  whom  .the  concern  was 
iNO.  *kv.  vol.  xvi*  Ave.  1790*  *  entrufted, 
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entrufted,  made  a  voyage  to  Prince  William's  Sound,  where  he  pafTe<4 
the  winter,  and,  having  bartered  for  a  cargo  of  furs,  proceeded  to 
China  in  the  autumn  of  1787., 

I  ft  the  beginning  of  the  following  year  Captain  Mears  failed  with 
two  other  veflels,  the  Felice,  which  he  commanded  himfelf,  and  rfie 
Jphigenia,  Captain  Douglas,  to  Nootka  Sound.  Here  he  purchafed, 
of  the  chief  of  the  diftricl,  a  fpot,  on  which  he  built  a  houfe  for  hia 
residence  and  more  convenient  interoourfe  with  the  natives,  hoifting 
the  Britifti  colours  thereon,  furrounding  it  with  a  bread-work,  and 
mounting  a  three  pounder  on  the  front.  Having  to  done,  he  fent 
Mr.  Douglas,  in  the  Iphigenia,  to  trade  .along  the  northern  coaft, 
while  he  himfelf  proceeded  to  the  fouth,  and,  by  prefents  to  the 
chiefs,  obtained  the  ports  Cox  and  Effingham,  and  the  promife  of 
an  exclufive  trade  with  the  natives  of  tjie  diftrict,  and  alfo  fame  other 
places,  which  he  took  ppffeffion  of  in  the  name  of  the  king.  Cap- 
tain Douglas  Hkewife,  by  prefents  to  the  chiefs  of  the  countries  he 
yiiited,  obtained  fimilar  privileges,  no  other  FAiropean  vefTel  having 
failed  there  before  him.  ' 

On  their  return  to  Nootka,  they  found*  vefTel  finifhed  which  the 
commander  had  laid  down  before  his  departure.    This,  which  he 
*  named  the  North  weft  America,  he  left  at  Nootka  with  the  Iphige- 
nia,  while  he  failed  with  a  cargo  of  fnrs  in'tiie  Felice  to  China. 

A  few  days  after  his  arrival  at  China  two  veflels,  the  Prince  of 
Wales  and  Princefs  Royal,  came  to  Canton  from  a  trading  voyage 
on  the  north- we  ft  coatt  of  America  *.  Captain  Mears,  fearing  a 
competition  of  interefts  might  be  injurious  to  both  parties,  propofed. 
a  co-partnermip,  which  was  mutually  agreed  to,  and  another  fhip 
was  purchafed  by  the  firm,  and  called  the  Argonaut.  In  the  month 
of  April  1789  Captain  Mears  gave  Mr.  Colnet  the  command  of  the 
Princefs  Royal  and  Argonaut,  which  were  loaded  with  ftores  and  ar- 
ticles eftimated  fufficient  for  three  years  trade,  befides  feveral  arti- 
ficers, and  near  feventy  Chinefe,  who  intended  to  become  fettlers  pit 
the  north-weft  coaft  of  America,  under  protection  of  the  new  com* 
pany.  ...  ,  ' 

In  the  meanwhile,  the  Iphigenia, ,  and  North-weft  America  rthe 
vefTel  built  at  Nootka]  having  wintered  in  Sandwich  Iflands,  returned 
to  Nootka  in  the  latter  end  of  ApriL  Soon  after  which  two  Spanifli 
mips  of  war,  under  the  command  of  Don  Martinez,  anchored  in  the 
Sound.  For  a  few  days  mutual  civilities  parted  between  the  Spaniih 
captain  and  Mr.  Douglafs ;  but  at  the  end  of  about  a  week  Don  Mar* 
Jtnez  fummoned  the  latter  on  board  his  own  (hip  [the  Prmcefla}  teHinfc 
him  he  was  his  prifoncr,  and  that  the  King  of  Spain  had  commanded 
him  (Don  Martinez)  to  feize  all  veflels  he  mould  find  on  that  coaft* 
He  therefore  inftru&ed  his  officers  to  take  pofleflion  of  the  Iphigenia, 
which  they  accordingly  did  in  the  name  of  his  Catholic  Majefty ; 
and  the  officers  and  crew  were  conveyed  as  prifoners  on  board  the 
Spanifli  mips,  where  they  were  put  in  irons,  and  otherwife  ill  treated. 


*  See  the  next  Article* 
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TmtnettTateljr  after  tbir  Don  Martinez  took  poffeffion  of  the  little  fet-  * ' 
dement,  hoifting  the  ftandatd  of  Spain,  and  modeftly  declaring  all 
the  lands  from  Cape  Horn  to  60  degrees  north  latitude"  belonged  td 
his  matter.  To  aggravate  the  infult,  he  forcibly  employed  the  crew 
of  the  Iphigenia  in  building  batteries,  &c.  and  offered  no  kind  of 
violence  to  two  American  venels  that  were  at  the  fame  time  in 'flue 
harbour.  At  this  time  the  North-weft  America  was  fent  to  explore 
die  Archipelago  of  St.  Lazarus.  On  her  return  to  Nootka  fhe  met 
with  a  iimilar  treatment,  and  the  fkins  ihe  had  collected  were  feized, 
with  the  reft  of  her  cargo. 

A  few  days  after  the  Princefs  Royal  (which  we  have  mentioned  as  ' 
leaving  Canton  in  company  with  the  Argonaut)  arrivedf;  The 
Spanifh  cbmrnande/i  for  reafbns  that  do  not  appear,  fuffered  her  to 
depart.  The  fkins  collected  by  the  Nortji-weft  America  were  fhipped 
on  board  her  for  the  benefit  of  her  owner,  and  fhe  proceeded  to  trade 
in  the  neighbouring  ifles.  On  the  3d  of  July  the  Argonaut  arrived 
at  the  Sound,  and  Don  Martinez,  after  making  every  profe'ffion  of" 
civility  to  Mr.  Comet  the  commander,  took  poffeffion  of  the  faid  fhip 
in  'the  name  of  his  mailer,  and  made  prifoners  of  the  crew.  Soon 
after,  the  Princefs  Royal  returning  to  receive  ihft  ructions  from  Mi1. 
Colnet*  director  of  the  enterprife,  was  feized  by  the  Spanifh 
captain. 

-The  crews  of  the  Britifh  veflels  were  differently  difpofed  of;  fbme 
fent  to  China  by  the  American  veflels,  and  others  ,  to  Spanifh 
America;  burthe  Chinefe  were  all  detained,  and  employed  in  the 
mines  which  were  opened  on  the  lands  purchafed  by  Captain  Meafi. 
What  thefe  mines  confifted  of  we  are  no  where  informed.  Mr.  Colnet 
Was  f6  much  affected  at  the  failure  of  the  enterprife  as  to  fre  deprived 
of  reafori. 

Such  is  the  fpirit  of  the  memorial ;  to  which  .are  annexed  papers 
authenticating  the  particulars  of  it. 

Art.  16.     An  Authentic  Statement  of  all  the  facls  relative  to  Nootka    ,. 

Sound,   its  Difcovery,  Hiftory,  Settlement,  Trade,   and  the  probabU 

Advantages  to  be  derived  from  it;  its  an  Addrefs  to  the  King.     $V0» 

i*.    Debrett.    London,  1790. 

I 

In  the  preceding  article  is  mentioned  the  arrival  of  twp  Englifh 
(hips  at  Canton,  after  vifiting  the  north- weft  coaft  of  America.  This 
ftatement  gives  an  account  of  the  origin  of  the  expedition  in  England,, 
under  the  patronage  of  fbme  perfons  high  in  rank,  by  the  permiffion 
of  the  South-Sea  and  Eaft- India  companies^  and  under  the  direction  of 
MefTrs.  Etches*.  But  other  objects  feem  connected  with  this  Jaft  expedi- 
tion more  than  a  mere  trade  from  the/South- Sea  iflands  to  India  and 
China.  '  One  of  the  firft  difcoveries,'  fays  this  anonymous  writer, 
,  *  by  Mr.  Etches'  fhips  was,  that  what  was  laid  down  by  the  immortal 
»  Cook  as  a  continuation  of  the  north-weft  continent  of  America,  and 
lying  between  the  northern  latitudes  of  48  and  57,  was,  on  .the  con- 
trary, an  extenfive  clofter  of  unexplored  iflands,  inhabited  by  numer- 
ous tribes  of  friendly  Indians,  with  whom  a  regular  connection  was 
formed.*  » 

. '  ^       .  K  z  Thefe    ; 
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.  Tftefe  iflands  they  difcovered,  contrary  to  die  afffertion  of  Capfeott 
Cook9  to  conceal  the  opening  of  a  vs>ft  inland  fta,  or  Archipelago,* 
in  ail  probability  equal  to  the  Mediterranean  or  Baltic  few,  fend 
dividing  the  great  northern  continent  of  America;  The  Priucefa 
Royal  penetrated  fome  hundred  leagued  among  them  hi  a  north-eaft 
course,  to  within  two  hundred  leagues  of  Hudfon's  honfc,  but  had 
not  then  an  opportunity  to  explore  the  extreme  termination  of  that 
Archipelago,  their  commercial  concerns  obliging  them  to  return  to\ 
«the  China  market  >  bnt  the  commanders  had  the  ftrongei  reafon*  to 
believe^  had  time  favoured  their  furvey,  that  they  fteuld  have  been 
able  to  difcover  die  kmg-wiihed  for  pafTage  between  the  Atlantic  and 
Sooth  Sea*  They  conceived  that  flionld  neither  the  inland  arm  of 
the  (en  through  which  the  Princefs  Royal  penetrated,  nor  a  large  fbait 
named  Sir  Charles  Nfktdkton's,  about  three  degrees  to  the  fourth* 
ward,  be  found  to  reach  acfofs  die  continent,  yet  that  the  land  bav- 
*ier  muftbe  very  Inconiiderable,  and  that  at  the  extremity  of  this 
bay  a  practicable  pafTage,  either  by  rivers  or  lakes,  will*  by  persever- 
ance, be  found  terminating  towards  Hudfon's  Bay. 

Should  fetch  a  paffage  ever  be  discovered  it  is  much  more  probable  to 
•be  "by  the  progreffive  advances  of  mercantile  enterprife  than  by  airy 
immediate  expedition  undertaken  for  that  purpofe.  Bnt  the  claims 
of  Spain  to  the  whole  coaft  from  Cape  Horn  to  60  degrees  norths  lati- 
tude, would  prevent  any  further  attempts  of  the  kind  fhould  the 
Britiih  lion  tamely  fubmit  to  fuch  boiiterous  Quixotifm. 

ART.  17.     A  ftcond  Inquiry  into  the  Situation  of  the  E aft- India.  Qom~ 

/**7»  /rem  Papers  laid  before  the  Honfc  of  Commons  in  tie  Year  1 789 ; 

'  mda  PojMcrift  relative  to  the  Indian  Budget,  opened  hsf  Mr.  Dundee  oM 

the  $oth  March  f  1790 ;  with  Ohfervations  on  the  Paper*  prtviov/fy 

prefented  by  the  Eafl-hdia  Company.  £j  George  Cramfitrd,  Efj^  Svo. . 

»*,  4s.    Debrett.    London,  1790.  \ 

This  is  only  the, fecond  part  of  an  elaborate  investigation  into  t 
ftatement  on  which  the  greatefl  men  of  this  country  have  long  avowed 
very  different  opinions.  How  far  this  inquiry  may  elucidate  the  diffi- 
culty, or  reconcile  contending  parties,  we  know  not.  White  one 
fide  is  Mcitcuis  to  infpire  the  public  with  fanguine  ideas  of  profperity, 
smd  the  other  equally  eager  to  deprefs  it  with  documents  of  adveifjty,  . 

m  it  k  vain  to  look  for  the  naked  truth  frqm  either.  Bnt  while  .both 
iere  on  the  watch,  and  equally  prepared  to  deted  and  expofeeach 
other's  impofitions,  the  good  people  of  England  can  be  in  no  ^reat 
danger.  -  On  the  corre&nefs  of  Mr.  Craufurd's  details,  and  the  juft- 
,  neh  of  his  deductions,  we  will  not  p relume  to  decide  $  bnt  we?  may 
be  allowed  to  fay  that  be  introduces  himfelf  to  the  (nbje&  wi|fe  the 
candour  and  politeneft  of  a  fchoiar  and  a  gentleman*    And  whether 

..  right  or  wrong  in  the  argument,  the  attempt  is  evidently  m»4f  from 
a.fenfe  of  what  is  due  to  the  public  and  to  mankind  iron  *  g*od 
citizen*  -  >>.  . 


Ant. 
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£*r;  ia.  A  ^ecb  intended  to  btj^keii  at  ti^Q^^d  Meeting  pf  tbe 
friends  of  Parliamentary  Reform  on  Xfay  igtb,  1790,  **  £r  i*£/  «* 
/^  Cfown  and  dncbyr  Tavern  -r  in  wbicb  a  new  Plan  of  Parliament  - 

.  tmy  Reform  is  fubmitted  to  its  Qoafideratm*  8yo.»  6a.  Pebrett, 
London,  1790* 

The  title-page  is~a  Jperimen  of  the  iftyle  in  whidi  this  oration  it 
written.  Bat  the  orator,  with  all  his  fondnefs  for  whimficality,  it 
not  without  ideas.  His  notion  of  .reform  in  the  representation  b  in- 
genious, and  (ufceptible  of  much  carious  illu&ration.  We  wifli  the 
author  had  gone  more  into  the  detail,  and  delivered  his  proportions 
to  the  public  in  a  more  ferious  form.  Hie  hints  he  fuggefts,  though 
in  many  refpetfts  exceptionable,  might  be  improved  into  a  political 
Speculation  which  might  Jeadto  t!he  developement  of  fome  ufeful  an4 
tnterefting  truths.  But  the  author's  material*  are  raw,  and  he  is  cer- 
tainly but  an  indifferent  manufafifcurer.  /       ■ 

A*T.  19^    Anecdotes  of  tbe  life  and  Cbara3er  ,of  Join  Howard,  $A* 

F.R.S.  written  by  a  Gentleman  wbofe  Acquaintance  with  that  cue* 

braied  Pbilaatbropjfl  gave  bim,  tbe  moft  favourable  Opportunity  of 

-learning  Particulars  not  generally  known.    5vo.  za.     Pr  inted  for  the 

\A(ithprt  and  foldi  by  Hookham.    London,  17^0. 

.  Who  can  this  gentleman  be  that  fliould  be  afiamed  of  prefixing  his 
name  to  a  work  in  which  he  claims  a  long  acquaintance  with  Mr. 
Howard,     Perhaps  his  reafqn  for  fuch  omiffion  may  be  the  feme  as    , 
that  for  not  eritering  into  a  tedious  detail  of  Mr.  Howard's  ge- 
nealogy. / 

The  fliah  account  he  has  given  is  erroneous.    Mr.  Howard  never  ' 
ribinied  any  rtlationfhip  with  the  Norfolk'  Family.    His  father  having 
.  acquired  a  handfome  fortune  as  a  tradefman,  in  St.  Paul's  Church- 
yard, upon  the  ftrength  bf  ft  fit  up  his  carriage,  and  had  the  Howard 
arms  punted  on  it.    The  then  duke  was  fo  much  offended  at  what 
fee  conceived  a  piece  of  preemption,  that  he  feat  to  inquire  of  Mrf 
Howard  by  what  authority  he  bore  thofe  arms.    The  good  man  was  > 
fo  iktie  prepared  for  fuch  a  queftion  as  to  promife  immediately  to  re-, 
move  them,  which  he  accordingly  did.    if  therefore  the-anceftor  of 
the  prefent  duke  fancied^  himfelf  hurt  by  being  related  to  an  uphol- 
fler^E1,  there  can  be  no  reafon  why  the  family  (hould  be  any  nearer 
allied  to  his  fon,  who  was  apprenticed  to  a  grocer,  but  whofe  be- 
.  nigriky  and  unceafing  induftry  in  the  caufe  of  humanity  have  given 
auto  i  name  beyond  what  heraldry  can  injure. 
•    So  much  has  been  faid  aad  written  on  this  celebrated  chara&er, 
tfhafwfc  (hall  not  follow  his  biographer  through  everv  particulars 
bnfit  &  impoifibfe  to  pafs  over  one  unjaft  eenfure  on  this  cxempUry  , 
ch*rt&er>  That  Mr.  Howards  ion  is  unfortunately  deprived  of  reafen, 
it  tf#e>b*t  riot,  as  this  oid  acquaintance  azures  ns,  at  Hackney  ;  nor 

•  i#i£t>0e  -that  his  father's  feverity  was  fuch  as  to  occafion  fo  dreadful 
a  calamity.  Mr.  Howard,  like  other,  great  and  good  men,  had  his 
peculiarities,  and,  among  the  reft,  he  perhaps  now  and  then  formed 

*  too  decided  aji  opinion  on  fubje&s  he  could  not  be  well  acquainted 
with.  He  lamented  often  the  manner  in  which  he  had  facrinced  the 
early  part  of  his -life,  and  was  anxious  his  fon  fliould  be  better 

K  3  educated. 

.Digitized  by  Lr( 


i$6         Monthly  Catalogue.    Mfiellaneoas 

educated,  la  endeavouring  to  effe£fc  this,  h*  removed  him  too  often 
to  different  feminaries,  which  prevented  that  fyftematie  mode  of  in- 
itru&ion  which  is  bell  calculated  for  a  regular  education.  But  this 
is  very  different  from  a  feveritv  which  fhould  drive  a  young  man  to 
diftra&ion — a  feverity  which,  bad  it 'been  pra£tifed  by  Mr.  Howard, 
would'  have  detra&ed  much  from  the  motives  of  all  his-  amiahte  en- 
deavours/ 

Art.  ZoJ'  The  Life  of  the  late  John  Howard',  Efq.  with  a  Review  of 
his  Travels* '  To  which  is  annexed,  as  conforming  Itfr*  Howard* s  Opi- 
nions offolitaty  Jmfrifonment,  the  Letter  which  appeared  in  the  World, 
en  the  Cafe  ofSaville,  fried  at  Chelmsford  for  Murder*  8vo.  23.  6d. 
Printed  tor  the  Author,  and  fold  by  Ridgway.     London,  1790. 

.  This  biographer  begins  with  the  fame  error  as  the  former  in  aflert- 
Ing  that  Mr.  Howard' 8  education  was  liberal. .  It  was  that  of  a.tradef-r 
man.  Why  fhould  we  difcourage  all  who  nave  not  tfce  advantages 
of  birth  and  education  from  noble  enterprifes  ?  Let  us  remember  that 
one  of  the  wifeft  nations  of  the  world  ere&ed  a  monument  to  -dEfbp 
becaufe  he  was  a  flave,  that  men  might  know  the  way  to  honour  was 
open  to  aH  #.     But  Our  author  proceeds :  *  His  ftature  was  not  above 

*  the  middle  fizie'— -it  was  much  below  it—*  the  tout  enfemble  of  his 

*  appearance  bore  a  ftrong  fimilarity  to  that  of  his  amiable  friend 

*  Dr.  Lettfom/-- He  was  neither  like  Dr.  Lettfom,  nor  was  Dr.  Leu* 
ibm  among  his  particular  friends  X* 

This  will  fatigfy  our  .readers  how  little  true  information  they  are 
to  expeft  from  the  perufal  of  this  temporary  performance. 

Art.  21.     Aimer ia  Belmour ;  a  Novel*     In  a  Series  of  Letters  writteq 
by  a  Lady*     8vo. '3s.     Robinfons.     London,  1790. 

?  Though  this  volume  is  thicker  than  moil  novels,  and  full  as  dull 
as  any,  we  would  not  have  our  readers  difcouraged  from  the  perufal 
<of  it.  Let  thein  obferve  it  is  a  fingle  volume,  and,  being  in  a  fer- 
ries of  letters  (God's/bleffing  pn  his  memory  who.  firft  invented  this 
improvement),  many  of  the  pages  confift  of  very  little  more  than 

*  Adieu'— 7and  others  of—'  Letter—To'— &c» 

Art.  22.     Louifa;  a  Novel*     By  the  Author  of  Melijfa  and  Maria  \ 
or,  The  Sifters*    umo*  3  vols.  9s.    Hookbani.    London,  1790. 

This  is  one  of  thofe  elaborate  productions  in  which  there  is  much 
to  praife,  and  not  a  little  t6  bjarne.  The  fly le  is  eajy,  and  fome- 
times  animated,  but  no  where  antithetical*  or  crammed  with  paints, 
.  or  flafhes  of  artificial  wit^  The  author  feems  to  haye  ainied  at  naT 
ture  in  his  delineations,  fimplicity  of  narration,  and  truth  of  cha- 
racter. •  Though  he  certainly  does  not  fucceed  in  all,  nqr  equally  in 
everyone,  invnohe  is  he  altogether  deficient,  or  totally  without  ex- 

*  Phaedrus. 

\  When  Mr.  lioward  was  made  acquainted  with  the  propofal  of 
ere&ing  a  ftatue  of  him",  he  replied  that  he  was  much  pleafed  to  fin4 
none  of  Jus  particular  friends  forward  in  the  bufxnefs, 

cellence. 
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cellence.  Looifa  is  juft  fo  accompliihed  and  fo  modeft  a  young 
lady  as  we  wiftied  to  find  her.  Bat  fureiy  her  mother,  Lady  Rofe- 
vejle's,  wife  fpeeches  and  ridiculous  conduct  but  ill  agree.  Does  not 
Xbrd'Fompaufton  poflefs  rather  too"  much  fenfe  for  the  extravagant 
k\f  importance  he  affumes  ?  Mrs.  Gillingfley  and  Mr.  Bangrave  are 
originals,  and»more  confidently  flcetched  perhaps  than  any  other  of 
the  groupe.  Dan  field  is  amiable  and  interefting,  but  greatly  too 
romantic  for  his  rank,  his  education,  or  his  aflbciates.,  In  managing 
'the  match  between  his  lordfhip  and  Louifa  a  variety  of  fcenes  in 
high  life  perpetually  occur.  But  all  the  bufinefs  con  fills  of  aflemblies, 
Vanities,  parties  of  pieafure,  and  the  whole  round  of  diflipation  which 
abforbs  the  votaries  of  fafhion,  and  which  is  nothing  more  than  the 
reiterated  collifions  of  vanity,  pride,  and  infignificance.  We  admire 
the  author's  fertility  of  imagination,  and  do  homage  to  the  patience 
which  enabled  him  to  rear  fo  magnificent  a  ftru&ure  from  fuch  a 
combination  of  tinfled  materials;  but  he  fcv  evidently  none  of  the 
artifts  who  either  Conftr'ucts  or  paints  fir  eternity. 

-A*T.  23.     Ybt  Adventures  of  J shn  of  Gaunt,  Dule  of  Lancaftcr.     By 
-     J*kn  White,  Efq.  Author  of  Earl  $trongbaw>  Conway -Caftlc,  \£c. 
izmo.  3  vols*  95.  fewed.     Robinfons.    London*  *?9°\ 

This  performance  puts  us  in  mind  of  fome  new  buildings  whjch, 
becaufe  unlike  any  other,  are  faid  to  be  conftructed  in  the  Gothic 
tafte.  But  the  imitation  in  this,  as  in  thefe,  difcovers  little  more  6f 
the  original  than  its  quaintnefs  and  inconvenience.  The  adventures 
In  ancient  chivalry  were  generally  managed  with  fuch  addrefs  as  to 
jmpofe  on  moft  readers.     Romantic  as  they  were,  the  machinery  on 

,  which  they  moved  to  excite  and  intereft  public  curiofity  was  artfully 
and  we||  conducted.  The  ftories  here  detailed  are  too  wild  and  ex- 
travagant to  impofe  upon  the  moft  romantic  imagination  for  a  mo- 
ment.    The  ftyle  is  modern  and  even  polifhed  ;  but  the  manners  of 

"the  fine  actors  who  have  any  (hare  in  the  piece,  hardly  difplay  a 
fingle  veftige  of  antiquity !     And  fo  divefted  are  thefe  adventures  of 

t3.tl  probability,  that  though  the  characters  are  among  the  moft  illuf- 
triou's  iii  Englifli  hiftory,  we  find  them  in  the  actual  performance  of 

^exploits  as  fantaftic  a.nd  prepofterous  as  the  vagaries  of  a  dream  or  a 
fairy  tale.  - 

Art.  24.    Alitrtina;  p  Newel.    i2mo.  2  vols.  5  s.  fewed.  Crowd  er. 
London,  1790. 

"*     The  fcene  of  the  tranfactions  here  recounted  lies  in  Germany.  The 

"fcefoihe  of  the  ftbry  is  the  only  furvivor  of  an  ancient  family.*    Soon 

*  after1  lofing  her  mother  by  a  feyer,  the  caftle  was  furprifed  by  ft  party 

of  the  enemy,  as  the  country  was  then  involved  in  war,  and,  the  Coant 

her  father  fell  in  protecting  her  from  the  party  who  aflaulted  them. 

Tlit  enemy  proved,  however,  victorious,  and  carried  Albertina  to  a . 

garrifon,  where  (he  firft  fawv  the  man  who,  after  various  viciffitudes 

and  misfortunes,  received  her  at  the  altar.  The  tale  is  well  told.  The 

narrative  Albertina  gives  of  her  fufferings  is  exceedingly  tender  and 

Jntcrefting.     The  incidents  are  not  unnatural,  and  the  author  writes 

"  agreeably. 

K  4  A** 


'  Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


*5*  '      MoKTNtT  Cata&moi.    MfctBwueus. 

.AilT.  25.    Delia  \  *  pathetic  and  bttere/Ung  Tale.     iciDO.  4  vols.  let* 
fewed.    Lane.    London,  1790. 

'  This  novel  is  much  above  mediocrity.  It  is,  in  genera!/  well 
written,  and  combines  many  excellencies  with:  fome  imperfections* 
The  ftory  is  unembarrafled,  and  jDelia,  to  whom  the  general  fblicU 
tude  of  all  concerned  is  uniformly  directed,  becomes  an  obje&  of  pe- 
culiar intereft.  This  young  lady  and  Captain  Bloomfield,  a  near  re- 
lation, are  fmjtten  with  an  early  paffion  for  each  other.  Lady  Harriet 
Bloomfield,  however,  on  becoming  the  Hep-mother  of  Delia,  con- 
trives to  intercept  her  literary  intercourfe  with  the  Captain,  to  pro- 
duce a  quarrel  between  the  lovers,  and  to  contrive  and  effed  a  match, 
between  Delia  and  Lord ,  Archer,  the  ion  of  Lady  Harriet  by  a  fbrmefc" 
marriage.  The  whole  bufinefs  of  the  performance  is  occupied  in  car- 
rying on  thefe  events,  and  the  correfpondence  and  arrangements  it  oc- 
jcafions  fill  the  various  fcenes  which  prefent  tbemfelves  with  afuc- 
ceffion  of  characters.  All  thefe  male  and  female, '  clerical  and  lay 
characters,  are  philofbphers.  'Even  Lady  Harriet,  who  is  the  Guy 
Faux  in  the  fable,  fluffs  her  packets  with  fcntimeot  and  morality. 
The  temper  of  Delia  feems  compd&d  of  qualities  peculiarly  heter- 
ogeneous* In  the  firft  part  of  her  hiftory  .&*  is  painted  as. a  vixin,  , 
and  in  the  latter  as  a  heroine.  Even  whern  we  (hould  have  expelled 
tolind  her  brooding  over  the  fenfibilities  fo  natural  in  the  fituation  of 
a  forfaken  lover,  (he  is  engaged  in  continual  polemical  difquifitioris 
with  an  old  irafcible  parfon,  who  is  the  butt  of  her  raillery  and^ 
farcafm.  Nor,  in  our  opinion,  is  it  the  mof  feemly  trait  in  this^ 
young  lady's  chara&er  that  fhe  appears  fo  fond  of  quoting  Voltaire,^ 
whofeNwit  is  by  no  means  delicate,  and  whdfe  ideas  of  religion  are 
highly  indecent,  and  often  Mafphemous.  Indeed  the  fpecimens  ihe 
gives  of  her  reading  are  not  much  in  favour  of  the  goodnefe  of  her 
heart,  /for  which  ihe  has  fo  much  credit  among  her  friends-  There 
is,  however,  nothing  fo  cenfurable  in  the  whole  of  this  philofophkal 
novel  as  the  extreme  fuffering  in  which  the  unoft  innocent  are  in- 
volved. The  infernal  agent,  by  whofe  treachery  the  dreadful  ca- 
„  taftrophe  which  concludes  the  relation  is  brought  about,  receives  no 
adequate  punifhment  for  the  complicated  mifery  her  guilt  occasions. 
This  injuftice  is  the  more  culpable  that  it  effectually  defeats  the  mo-, 
ral  of  the  piece.  What  is  there  to  make  young  minds  (h  udder  at  the  , 
perfidy  or- deceit  which  -has  done  fo  much  mifchief,  when  they  fee  the 
greateft  virtue  mHerable,  and  guilt,  in  4&e  charafter  of  Lady  Harriet, 
weeding,  as  fee  fays  of  herfelf,  like  the  farvage  hyena  ever  tie  <vi8im4 
jf  her  cruelty.  ,■  We  can  laugh  at  the  nonfenfe  and  absurdities  of  infe- 
rior writers,  but  the  proflittitioa  of  genius  is  always  to  us  an  objett 
jpf  very  ferious  coacern.  '  •  " 
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Fir   the    ENGLISH    REVIEW. 

K  A  T  IOU  A  L    .AFFAIRS 

^  For      A  U  GUST,       1790. 

*Tp  HE  firft  object  that  prcfcnts  itfelf  this  month,  to  an  Engliih- 
*-    man  and  a  Spaniard,  and  perhaps  to  men  of  many  other 
nations,  is,  , 

,THE  10ND0N  GAZfeTTB  EXTRAORDINARY, 

publtfhed  by  authority  on  Thurfday  the  fifth  inftant.     This  g»-   ' 
eette  may  be  confidered  in  two  lights :  firft,  as  denoting  the 
intentions  of  the  Spaniards;  and,  fecondly,  as  indicating  atfo,  in 
fame  meafure,  the  intentions  of  die  EngHfh  miniftry  with  regand 
to  the  fubje&to  which  it  refers* 

The  tone  of  the  Spanifli  declaration  is  highly  dignified  and 
majefttc.  The  King  of  Great- Britain  appears  before  the  coun- 
cil of  ftate  of  Spain  in  the  chara&er  of  an  injured  perfon  feek- 
ing  redrefs  of  grievances.  Now,  although  m  the  fight  of  God 
and  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfect,  it  is  nobler  to  fuffer, 
than,  to  commit  an  injury,  yet,  according  to  the  general  ceo- 
.ceptions  of  mankind,  and  much  more  according  to  the  general  * 
Conceptions  of  courts,  the  co;nplainant  is  lefs  refpe&ed  than  die 
aggreUor.     His  Catholic  (  Majefty  is  willing  to  give  iatisfa&Uaa 

*  to  his  Britannic  Majefty  for  the  injury  of  which  he  has  conw 
€  plained  j  fully  perfuaded  that  his  Britannic  Majefty  would  act 
c  in  the  fame  manner  towards  the  king,  under  fimilar  ciroun*- 

*  ftances*'  This  ftudied  and  very  cautious  mode  of  expreffion  is 
more  calculated  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  the  Kipg  of  Spain, 
than  4o  give  fokd  fatisfe£fcion  to  the  King  of  Great-Britain.  It 
neither^  fpecifies  how  *he  King  of  Great-Britain  is  to  b^  Satisfied, 
nor  when 3  all  that  is  particularifed  in  the  declaration  i*v 
c  that  his  Catholic  majefty  engages  to  make  full  reftttution  t>f. 
?  all  the  Britifh  veffels  Which  were  captured  at  Nootka,  and  to 

*  indemnify  the  parties  interefted  in  thofe  vefiels  for  the  loffes  - 
f  which -they  (hall  have  fuftained,  as  foon  as  the  amount  thereof 
'?  have  been  afcertaihed.'     This  the  Spanifh  nation  coidd  afford 
.to  do  without  the  fmalleft  diminution. of  national  pride  and  ho- 
nour; for,  by  reftoring  private  property,  they  difplay  that  (ym- 

,  pa  thy  with  diftrefled  individuals,  and  that  noble-mindeditefs 
which  the  Spaniards  and  Spanifli  nation  are  in  the  habit  of  exer- 
•tiling  towards  all  mankind;  and,  fecondly,  becaufe  they  had 
actually  reftored  the  (hips  in  queftion  before  his  Britannic  Mai 
jetty's  complaint  was  laid  before  the  throne  of  Spain. 

'v  It 

^  -  [Digitized  by  VjO(    QlC 


%%  s   National  Affairt.   ' 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  at  Jhe-  fame  time,  that  the  generality  of 
Ac  terms  in  which  thefc  Catholic  King/declares  his  Teadinefs  t<> 
give1  fatisfa&ion  to  our  King  may,  -in  one  view,  be  regarded  as 
the  ftrongeft  and  mofl;  unequivocal  manner  in  which  that  rea$- 
Befe  cquU  be  exprefled.  It  would  be  fo,  if*  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain  were  underftood  to  .be  the,  fole  Judge  qf  what  ought  to\ 
te  confidered  as  a  reafonable  fatfsfiu&ion.-  We  fay  reafonable  fa- 
tisfac"Hon ;  becaufe,  that  this  acknowledgment  is  limited  to  a 
jeafonabkrfatisfafiion  is  evi<$ent  from  the  whole  of  the  context. 
It  is  fuch  a  fatisfa&ion  as  George  would  have  made  to 
Charles  under  fimilar  circumftances ;  that  is,  as  one  indeV 

'  pendent  prince  and  rational  being  would  make  to  another.  Now 
what  kind  or  degree  of  fatisfa&ion,  reason,  or  a  reafonable  be* 

'tig-,  would  award,  in  the  cafe  in  queftion,  is  a  matter  as  yejtijn* 
touched  and  entire,  and  referved  for  future  confideratiori,  *  It 

*  being  underftood  that  this  declaration  is  not  to  preclude  or 

*  prejudice  the  ulterior  difcufEon  of  any  right  which  his  [Catholic^ 
1  Majefty  may  claim  to  form  an  exclufive  eftablifhment  at  the 

*  port  of  Nootka.'  But  it  is  Well  enough  known  that  his  Ca- 
tholic Majefty  does,  in  fa&,  claim  an  exclufive  right  to  thofe 
parts*  What  fatisfa&ion,  therefore,  is  to  be  expedted  from  that 
prince,  it  is  not  difficult  to  conjecture.  The  general  and  vague 
terms  in  which  he  promifes  fatisfacYion  arc  to  be  interpreted 
©ruy  by  the  ultima  rath  regum%  It  is  plain  that  the  Spaniards 
wim  to  compromife  matters  by  an  equivocal  fbew  of  refpedl:  for 
Britain ;  by  yielding  to  this  country,  in  as  many  mftances  as 
may  fuit  their  conveniency,  in  the  point  of  raft,  but  at  the  feme 
time  referving  their  own  unbounded  pretenfions,  to  be  enforced 
en  the  firft  favourable  opportunity.  They  will  even,  it  is  not 
improbable,  declare  in  words,  or  ftipuhte  by  a  feeret  article  in 
a  treaty  of  peace,  that  it  is  uqder flood  that  the  EnglMh  may  in 
the  interim,  during  the  c  ulterior  difcuffion  of  his  Catholic  Ma- 

*  jefty's  rights*  (which  may  be  protra&ed  Jine  die)y  carry  on 
Jjheir  commerce  in  Nootka  Sound  and  the  fouthern  whale-fifhery 
■without  moleftation.  Thus^  preferving  their  honour  and  their 
ideal  rights  entire,  they  will  allow  the  Englifb,  if  they  cannot 
teftrain  them,  to  refort  to  the  fouth  and  the  weftern  feas  on  a 
kind  of  temporary  fufferance. 

That  the  Spaniards  will  aft  fri  this  manner  on  tbe  prefent,  it. 
is  reafonable  to  infer  from  their  former  conduct  on  a  hmilar  oc- 
•cafion.  For  the  Spaniards  are  a  people,  notwithftanding  fome 
k  eccentricities  fince  they  fell  under  the  management  of  the  houfe 
of  Bourbon,  that  naturally  look  far*  back  as  well  as  forward, 
and  who  confult  the  records  of  former,  as  guides  for  the^r  eon- 
duel:  in  prefent  times.  The  whole  adminiftration  of  the  Spanift* 
government  is  divided  into  different  councils  s  though  it  fome- 

timesj 
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times,  but  not  always,  happens  that  there  is  a  prime  minifter 
whofe  authority  predominates  in  the  whole.     There  is  a  council   * 
of  ftate,  a  cbuncil  for  the  Indies,  a  council  for  war,  a  council 
for  finance,  a  council  for  commerce,  &c.     Records  are  kept  of 
the  proceedings  of  each,  and  coniujted  on  new  emergencies.— 

*  The  King  of  Spain  offered  his  mediation,  at  a  certain  period  of 
die  American  war,  for  the  purpofe  of  re-eftablifhing  peace  be- 
tween the  Anglo-Americans  and  the  parent  country.  At  that 
time  the  Englifh  were  in  poflfeflion  of  New- York,  Rhode- 
Jfland,  the  capital  of  Penfylvania,  the  Carolinas,  and  Georgia. 
The  King  of  Spain  propofed  t*  the  contending  parties  to  make 
peace,  or  a  long  truce,  on  the  ground  of  uti  pojjtdetis.  This 
plan,  j/vhich  was  a  wife  one,  was  evidently  taken  from  the  truce 

\p{  twelve  year's  in  1609,  whereby:  the  Archedukes  Albert  and 
Isabella,  that  is,  the  Spaniards,  by  whofe  authority  thefe  princes 
governed,  retained  the  ten  catholic,  out  of  the  feventeen  pro- 
vinces. In  like  manner,  the  method  by  which  they  endeavour 
Jto  fettle  the  difpute  concerning  freedom  of  navigation,  and  un- 
appropriated fhores,  with  Great-Britain,  at  the  prefent  moment, 
J?  the  fame  with  that  by  which  they  fettled  a  difpute  of  a  fimi- 

Jar  nature,  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  with  the  Englifh  in  the  reign 
of  Philip  III.  of  Spain,  and  James  I.  of  England*.     This  is  a 

:.jnattpr  equally  curious,  and,  at  the  prefent  crifis,"  important. 
As  the  Spaniards  did  then,  fo  it  is  probable  they  mean  to  do 
jiow,  They  will  give  fecret  aflurances  of  liberty  of  navigation 
*nd  trade  in  what  they  call  the  Indian  feas,  but  will  ftill  pre-  " 
/erve  their  exclufive  claim  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  undiminifhed. 
And  this  is  the  ultimatum  of  what  is  to  be  expe£ed  from  theru 
in  die  way  of  peace  and  apparent  concord.  For  if  they  are  fup-. 
ported  by  the  French,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  family  com- 
pact, they  will,  fuch  by  all  accounts  is  the  impetuofity  of  their 
pew  fbvereign,  proceed  to  extremities. 

We  obferved  that  the  Extraordinary  Gazette  which  has  pro- 
duced thefe  obfervations'may  be  confidered  as  denoting  not 
only  the  views  of  the  Spanifh,  but  alfo,  in  fome  meafure,  of 
the  Englifh  miniftry,  who  are  evidently  difpofed  to  make  the 
mdft  of  this  femblance  of  fatisfa&ion  on  the  part  of  the 
^Spaniards. 

An  official  letter  was  fent  to  the  Lord- Mayor  of  London  in- 
timating the  willingnefs  of  the  Spanifh  court  to  give  fatisfeftion 
to  the  King  of  Great-Britain.  Public  expe&ation  was  raifed 
to  the  higheft  pitch.  The  Gazette  appeared — and  all  were  ftriick 
Vith  aftonifhment!     It  has  been  (aid,   that  the  readinefe  of 

*  See  Appendix  A.  to  the  fccond  edition  of  Principal  Watfoh** 
JJUfiory  of  Spain,  continued  by  Dr.  Thomfon. 
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the  CariioKc  King  to  give  fatisfr&ion  to  bis  Britannic  Majeftjr 
is  more  ftrongly  exprcfled  in  die  Englifh  verfion  than  in  the  ori- 
ginal declaration.  In  the  French  it  runs  thus :  «  Qu'elle  [& 
*  Majefte  Catholiquejeft  difpofce  a  donnez  fatisfe&ion/  &c.  m 
the  Englifh,  4  that  he  is  witting  to  give  fetisfadton,'  &c.  Un- 
doubtedly there  is  a  (hade  of  difference,  both  in  morality  and  in 
philology,  between  volition ,  and  difpofition.  Farther :  laboured 
differtations  have  appeared  in  fcveral  newfpapers,  avowedly  on 
the  fide  of  the  mini  ft  er,  explaining  and  proving  the  exclufive 
right  of  the  Spaniards  to  Nootfca  Sound  and  all  the  coa&  of 
Notib  California?    Wherefore  is  all  this? 

'  N  £>uorfum  b*c  tarn  futida  ttndunt  ? 

Mr.  Pitt,  we  fincerely  believe,  has  more  fpirit  as  well  as,mpre 
fcnfe  than  to  make  peace  with  the  Spaniards  without  fome  co»- 
ceflton  more  marked,  fome  facrifice  more  ftjbftantial,  than  equi-  , 
vocal  words, in  an  equivocal  manifefto.  He  will  never  expofe' 
htcnfelf  to  the  interpretation  that  his  adverfaries  would  give  to  a 
mighty  armament  raifed  on  the  eve,  nay  during  the  time  of  a 
general, election,  but  difperfed,  re  ii(fe6ta^  on  the  meeting  of 
parliament;  to  the  observation  that  all  that  has  yet  been  con- 
ceded by  Spain  even  without  menaces  of  hoftility  \  and,  above 
rfl,  to  the  direct  contraft  between  his  own  tamenefe  and  the  pru- 
dent firronefc  of  pur  ally  the  King  of  Pruflia,  who  has  obtained 
tone  million  and  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterKng  as  aft  in- 
demnification for  thofe  expenfive  preparations  by  which  he  en- 
forced a  pacification  between  Auftria  and  the  Porte,  and  main- 
tained the  balance  of  Europe.  • 

THE  FRENCH  MINISTRY, 

ind  the  National  Affembly  of  France,  appear  to  be  as  much 
diippCed  as  the  Britifh  cabinet  (o  magnify  the  Spanifli  Declara- 
tion into  an  honourable  fatisfa&ion  to  England,  The  import- 
ance and  urgency  of  the  queftion,  Whether  it  be  the  duty  and 
jntereft  of  France  to  abide  by  the  family,  compact  with 
$pain,  they  affe&  to  confider  as  fomewhat  diminished  by  that 
lingular  compofition.  In  the  committee  of  fecrecy,  at  thisHbo- 
ment  the  executive  government  of  France,  there  were  feveh 
voices  for  aflifting  the  Spaniards  on  the  prefeitt  bccafibn,  and  - 
five  in  oppofitton  to  that  meafure. .  When  we  reflect  on  the  mi- 
nority, and  on  the  confufiori  that  reigns  in  the1  navy,  army,  and  ; 
finances,  of  France,  there  is  no  reafon  to  apprehend  that  the  Ex- 
ertions of  that  kingdom,  in  fupporf  of  the  Spaniards,  will,  in 
the  Erft  inftance,  be  formidable.  But  if  they  be  drawn  into  the 
contefti  and  put  forth  their'  ffrength  in  any  degree,  they  will  _ 
foon,  very  foon,  be  excited  to-ftrain  every  nerve  in  fupport  of 

the 
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Ike  taufe  in  which  they  have  embarked,  and  in  oppofuion  to 
England,  agatrift  which  national  rivality  and  prejudice  appear 
*©  be  ftlll  alive  and  inveterate*  The  ardour  of  Frenchmen, 
Hotwithftanding  prefent  appearances,  might  be .  quickly  di- 
verted, from  the  tfiw  into  the  old  channel.  The  fenQWr 
lity,  and  cbnfequenUy  the  levity,  of  the  French  is  really  efc- 
ceffive :  and  of  this  the  enlightened  patriots  who»have  effe&ei 
the  late  revolution  are  not  ignorant.  The  French  of  tfcis 
•day  are  ftill  diftinguiflied  by  (he  character  that  is  given  of  t!  e 
ancient  Gauls  by  Polybius,*  Cao&r,  Tacitus,  and  other  writer*. 
We  ihay  add,  that  thefe  is  fomething  in  the  climate  and  foil  rf 
the  country  that  gives  lightnefs  to  claret,  briflcnefs  to  Cham- 
pagne, ana  quicknefs  to  the  people. 

It  is  generally  fij ppofed  that,  al  though  a  fmall  majority  in  what 
we  may  call  the  council  of  ftate  of  France  has  declared  their  opinion 
that  Spain  is  to  be  fupported  according  to  the  terms  of  the  family 
compa&,  the  National  Aflembly  will  hefitate  long  before  they 
give  any  cordial  countenance  and  aid  tovthe  Spaniards  in  the 
prefent  conjuncture*  Their  finances  do  not  permit  dais  i/nm 
would  it  be  confonant  with  found  policy  if  they  did.  But,  on 
this  fubjeft,  it  is  to  be  coniidered,  that  there  is  *  very  material 
diftin&ion  between  a  war  at  land  and  a  war  at  fea.  In  the  for*- 
»er  the  formation  of  roads j  the  conft  wi£tfon  of  forts,  arfenate,  , 
and  magazines  j  the  ftrengtheningof  garrifon  and  frontier  towns; 
the  railing  of  new  regiments  ;  and  other  circumftances,  all  tend 
to  exalt  the  power  of  the  crown,  and  to  arm  it^  for  a  while/  with 
a  power  little  fliort  of  dictatorial.  It  is  not  fo  in  a  naval  war*. 
The  po^er  of  the  crown  is  encreafed,  indeed,  by  this  alio,  but 
not  to  fuch  a  degree  :  And,  for  this  reafon,  our  independent  gen* 
tlemen,  our  real  patriots,  while  they  maintain  a  prudent  jealoufy 
of  ftanding  armies,  eyi*  '•pen  their  purfes  to  ftrengthen  the  wooden 
"walls  of  England.  The  National  Aflembly  of  France,  fully 
Aware  of  this  di&in&ion,  will  enter  more  readily  into  a  war  at 
fefe  than  into  a  land  war,  with  any  of  their  neighbours. 

Some  years  ago  a  report  prevailed,  and  an  opinion  wis  fondly 
entertained,  that  the  prince  of  Afturias,  the  prefent  king  of 
Spain,  was  jealous  of  the  influence  of  France,  but  prepoflefled 
in  favour  of  the  Englifli.  It  i§  not  improbable  that  this  hi^h 
Spirited  prince,  at  one  time,  and  in  certain  circumftances,'  wis 
more  fenfibly  affe&ed  ,with  die  intrigues  of  the  French,  and  their 
mfcendance  over  the  mind  of  his  father,  the  late  king,  than  with  ' 
the  overbearing  manner  of  the  Englifli.  At  that  time,  and  in 
thofe  circumftances,  thp  prince  of  Afturias  was  inclined  to  be 
the  friend  of  Britain  in  preference  to  France.  But  the  Ame- 
rican war  arofe,  ^he  French  affifted  the  Americans,  and  the 
Spaniard?,  according  $o  the  family  co^npia,  the  French.  The 
8  '  .  tfBiablned 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  lC 


158  If  at  tonal  AffaUt. 

combined  arms  of  France  and  Spain  were  repulfed  befote  OiW 
fa]tar,  in  the  fight  of  the  attentive  world.  The  prince  df 
Afturias  wknefled  their  defeat  with  regret  and,  wounded  pride' i 
And  the  irafcible  part  of  his  mind,  tc(  fpeak  in  the  lapguage  of 
theplatonic  philofbphy,  was  transferred  from  the  arrogance  bf 
France  to  another  objeft. 

REFACTIONS. 

If  Britain  were  wife  fhe  Would  have  endeavoured,  or 
would  yet  endeavour*  inftead  of  provoking,  to  foothe  and  . 
gain  the  high  mind  of  nis  Catholic  Majefbr.  Even  the  facrifice 
of  Gibraltar  would  not  be  too  great,  it  it  could  diffolve  die 
family  cpmpaft  among  the  different  branches  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon,  and  eftabliln  permanent  and  perpetual  harmony  be- 
tween Spain  and  England.  But,  in  order  to  effect  this  great 
purpofe,  there  would  not  _be  a  neceffity  for  making  a  facrifice  of 
Gibraltar  —  let  it  not  be  facrificed,  but  exchanged— -valuable  as 
it  even  appears  to  our  imagination,  the  rich  and  widely-extended 
dominions  of  Spain  prefent  a  fund  capable  of  affording  a  full 
equivalent — fome  fortrefs  and  harbour  on  the  Barbary  coait,  with 
feme  ifland  in  the  Eaft  or  Weft  Indies,  conceded  to  England, 
in  lieu  of  Gibraltar,  might  diffolve  the  family  compaft,  and  lead 
to  an  union  between  the  two  nations  never  to  be  diffolved — And 
this  union,  fo  naturally  are  Spain  and  England  adapted  to  one 
another  by  a  reciprocity  of  fuperfluitieg  and  wants,  would  raife , 
the  profperity  and  glory  of  both  nations  to  an  elevation  never 
before  experienced  by  allied  nations.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  our 
miniftry,  in  the  midft  of  their  warlike  preparations  for  hoftilities, 
have,  in  reality,  an  alliance  of  the  clofeft  kind  with  Spain  in 
contemplation.  The  court  of  Verfailles  furmounted  more  diffi- 
culties than  are  oppofed  to  the  formation  of  fuch  a  treaty  when 
they  pbtained  the  agreement  of  the  king  of  Spain  to  the  family 
compaft.  The  bijlory  of  this  famous  treaty  of  alliance  is  an  oh-  x 
jeft  of  extreme  curiofity  and  importance  at  the  prefent  moment :  ' 
And,  if  it  .were  made  me  fubje&  of  due  attention,  it  could  not 
foil  to  fuggeft  reflexions  that  would  prepare  the  minds  of  both 
Spaniards  and  EnglMhmen  for  that  harmony  which,  according 
to  the  Spanifh  proverb,  would  be  fo  eminently  conducive  to  the 
intereft  of  both  nations.  From  the  hiftory  of  thofe  intrigues, 
and  circumftances  improved  by  French  addrefs  that  led  to  the 
family  compa&,  it  appears,  that  it  was  carried  through  in  oppo- 
fition  to  the  general  inclination  of  the  noble  Spaniards,  to  that 
of  three  fucceffive  prime  minifters  of  ftate,  the  Marquis  de 
Carvajal,  the  Duke    of  Huefcar,  and   general  Wall* ;  nay  in 

*  This  gentleman  was  of  Infix  extraction,  and,  at  one  period,  the 
Spanifh  amhaffador  at  London. 

j  oppofitioa 
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eppofition  to  the  very  indipations  of  the  king  and  queen  <JF 
S^airt,  who  were  ftrongly  and  avowedly  on  the  fade  of  that  party 
who  were  jealous  of  France,  and  aimed  at  the  eftabli{hment  at 
a  folid  and  perpetual  connexion  with  England,  This  is  verf* 
fiirprifuig;  but  it  is,  neverthelefs,  ftri&ly  true.  AH  that  ideal 
fubtlety  of  intrigue  that  we  read  of  in  romances,  was  realised  in. 
the  pregrefs  and  ratification  of  the  family  compa£h  The  king 
and  queen  of  Spain  were  both  of  them  indolent  and  irrefolute  ia 
their  difpolitions,  both  of  them  devout,  and  both  paffionatdy 
fond  of  mufic.  The  cour^  of  Verfaiiles  gained  father  Rurafo,  the 
confeflbr>  and  the  mufician  Farinelli,  and  plyed  their  Catholic 
Majefties  night  and  day  with  profeffions  of  attachment  on  the  ^ 
part  of  France,  and  infinuations  of  hoftile  defigns  on  the  part  of* 
England,  Hence  the,  family  compa<9: ;  a  confpicuous  memorial  of 
the  weaknefc  of  princes,  the  influence  of  intrigue,  and  the  do- 
minion of.  folly  and  fortune.  It  is  equally  whimfical  and  un- 
fortunate that  there  (hould  be  any  mifunderftanding  betweea. 
Great  Britain  on  the  one  part,  and  Spain  and  Ruflia  on  the  other  ;  ' 
patties  that,  from  the  reciprocity  already  mentioned,  are  formed 
by  nature  for  one  another.  It  is  the  bufinefs of  prudent  govern-' 
merits  to  correA  fuch  eccentricities  of  fortune,  and  to  bring- 
about,  by  all  means,  that  union  between  art  aMd  nature 
which  is  the  parent  of  all  that  is  moft  excellent  in  the  world. 
At  &e  fame  time,  that  we  recognize  the  propriety  of  frrendmiji 
and  alliance  between  fuch  countries  as  Great  Britain  and  Ruflia, 
and  cannot  help  refle&ing  that  by  fupporting  and  advancing  the 
power  of  fome  of  her  enemies,  we  are  in  danger  of  excluding 
ourfelves,  agreeably  to  our  reafoning  in  a  former  number,  from 
the  Baltick,  we  cannot  but  admire  the  heroic  courage  of  die 

KING   OF  SWEDEN,  / 

All  that  is  in  human  nature  is  not  Telfira.  There  is  a  tear*for 
fliftrefs  and  a  fmile  of  approbation  for  virtue.  The  king  of 
Sweden,  bene  aufus  vana  contemuere^  faw  the  Ruffians  combined 
a^ainft  him  with  the  Danes  and  Auftrians,  without  defpair  or 
Afmay.  He  was  juftly  confident  ihat  there  was  a  point  beyond 
which  the  other  powers  of  Europe  would  not  fuffer  them  to  hold 
on  in  their  imperious  career.  Moved  by  perfonal  and  juft  re- 
fentment,  as  well  as  by  the  views  of  found  policy,  he  attacked 
an  imperious  and  infolent  neighbour,  whofe  wiftful  eyes  were 
ijire&ed  to  Contantinople,  and  made  her  look  about  and  take 
care  of  Peterlburgh. — Like  the  oak  in  pindar,  deriving  vigour 
from  the  wounding  fteel,  he  made  fevere  retaliation  on  the  viitor 
after  the  difafter  of  Wybourg,  making  up,  witji  the  aid  of  the 
noble  Sudermania,  and  his  other  commanders,  for  inferiority 
of  force  by  fupferior  fkill  and  bravery.  While  the  king  of  Sweden 
©ppofes  the  progrefe  of  Katharine  by  his  fword,  he  expofes,  by 

his 
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his  pen*  the  profligacy  of  her  life,  and  the  arrogance  rf  hef 
inordinate  ambition.— On  the  whole,  'emulous  Of  his  ilkftrioti* 
relation,  Federic  the  Great,  he  (hews  mat  the  celeftial  fire  of 
the  hunum  race  is  not  extinguished  by  the  lapfe  of  ages,  but  that 
there  are  not  wanting,  even  at  this  day,  men  worthy  oi  the  taoSd 
heroic  times  of  antiquity. '  By  the 

"  CONVENTION  AT  RBINEBACH 

peace  is  eftabliihed  between  the  Auftrians  and  Turks  *  hoftflj  tic$ 
prevented  between  the  Auftrians  on  the  one  part,  and  Pruflisi 
with  her  allies  on  me  other ;  the  foundation  laid  of  a  genemt 
pacification  in  die  eaft  of  Europe,  and  a  new  inrknee  exhibited 
ef  the  vanity  of  fchemes  of  coiiqueft,  at  a  period  when  fo  many 
lyes  are  open  on  the  political  balance,  and  fo  many  hands  readjr 
to  give  weight  to  the  fide  that  feems  to  be  th*  ligfttcft* 

THE  KINO  Or  HXJNGARY, 

who  will  now*  for  certain,  be  Emperor  of  Germany,'  is  in-i 
dined  to  humour  his  Hungarian  fubje&s,  that  he  may,  with* 
out  diverfion  or  diftraftion,  £rei$  with  his  whole  force  on  the 

REVOLTED  NETHERLANDS, 

In  that  country  the, aflertors  of  political,  are  the  enemies  o£ 
civil  liberty*  The  tyrants,  yAAle  they  endeavour  to  maintain 
independence  on  die  noufe  of  Auftria,  withhold  the  juft  claims 
and  privileges  of  freemen  from  the  great  body  of  the  people^ 
Never  was  tbeftandard  of  freedom  fo  miferably  tarriiflied  by -the 
filthy  rags  of  civil  and  religious  oppreffion.  Liberty  fteps  forth 
accompanied  by  ariftocratical  combination  and  religious  bigotry. 
Moil  dlfgraceful  fupporters!  Falfe  friends,  who  undermihe 
the  edifice  they  pretend  to  erec^!  The  general  prayer  of  fur- 
rounding  nations  is,  that  judgment,  prudence,  and  moderation, 
may  deicend  from  on  high,  on  this  critical  occafion,  into  the 
hearts  of  Leopold  and  the  great  body  of  the  Belgic  people !  and 
that  a  general  amnefty,  and  .a  full  and  unreferved  restoration  Of 
privileges,  may  unite  with  e{Fe&  die  honeft  inhabitants  of  die 
Low  Countries  to  return  under  the  obedience  and  prote&ion  <jf 
the  mild  and  juft  reprefentative,  of  die  ancient  Dukes  of  Bur^ 
gundy! 


t$»  Communications  for  The  English  Review  are  refuefied  /# 

hefent  to  Mr.  Murray,  No.  32,  Fleet-ftreet,  London;  where  Sub- 

Jhriberi  for  this  Monthly  Performance  art  refftSfullj Jejtred  te^give  /* 

their  Names*  -       ' 
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AUT.  I.     Travels  into  the  Interior  Parts  of  Africa,  by  the  Way  of 

the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  the  Years  17V0,  8  c,  82,  83,  84,  and 

\.  85.     Tranjlated  from  the  French  of  M.  le  Vaillant.     Illuftrated 

\  with  Twelve  elegant  Copper-plates* .  8vo.  2  vols.  12s.  boards. 

Robinfons*    London,  1790.    .  •  *  ■      , 

Art.  II.  Travels  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  into  the  Interior 
Parts' of  Africa  1  including  mtiny  inter 'efting Anecdotes.  With  ele- 
gant Plates  defcriptive  of  the  Country  and  Inhabitants*  Infcribed, 
by  Permiffion,  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Montague.  Translated 
from  the  French  of  M.  Vaillant.  8vo.  2  vols.  14s;  Lane/ 
.London,  1790, 

QlNCE  the  purfuits  of  men  are  as  various  as  their  difpofi*-' 
*^  tions,  the  views  of  travellers  are  often  widely  -different* 
Some  vifit  foreign  climes  for  amufement,  others  for  the  fake 
of  commerce,  fome  merely  to  kill  time,  .and  others  to  gratify  a, 
vain  and  idle  curiofity,  which  can  tend  little  to  the  benefit  of 
themfelves  or  of  others.  There  are  fome,  however,  whofe  mo- 
tives are  much  nobler ;  who,  impelled  by  an  ,ardent  defire  of 
acquiring  knowledge,  and  communicating  the  refiilt  of  it  to  the 
World,  facrifice  every  gratification  to  accomplifh  that  end,  and 
who,  regardlefs  of  loffes,  dangers,  or  difficulties,  penetrate  into 
remote  countries,  where  they  hope  to  be  compenfated  for  the 
labour  and  fatigue  they  undergo  by  important  difcoveries  and 
ufeful  obfervations.  Thefe  undoubtedly  are  entitled  to  the 
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thanks  of  the  public,  especially  when  they  endeavour,  by  the 
accuracy  of  their  refearches,  and  the  minutenefs  of  their  invefc* 
tigation,  to  re&ify  the  errors  and  miftakes  of  thofe  who  have 
preceded  them;  and  by  thefe  means  to  banifh  prejudice,  and 
explode  falfe  opinions,  which  have  always  retarded  the  pro* 
grefs  of  real  fcience.  Among  this  clafs  or  travellers  we  do  not 
hefitate  to  rank  the  author  of  the  work  now  before  us.  Too 
cautious  to"  be  impofed  on,  and  too  well  informed  to  err,  he  tells 
us  that  he  fet  out.  with  a  firm  refolution  of  relating  nothing  but 
what  fell  within  the  compafs  of  his  own  knowledge ;  and,  upon 
a  thorough  examination  of  what  he  has  written,  we  are  in- 
clined to  give  him  full  credit  for  his  aflertion. 

Born  in  Surinam,  a  country  abounding  in  curious  produc- 
tions of  every  kind,  and  being  educated  under  the  care  of  en- 
lightened parents  *>  who  were  remarkably  fond  of  natural 
hiftory,  M.  le  Vaillant  acquired  an  early  tafte  for  that  amufing 
ftudy.  Having  accompanied  his  parents  to  Europe  in  1763, 
after  fpending  fome  time  in  Holland,  he  repaired  to  France, 
where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  fome  of  the  richeft  ca- 
binets in  the  world  5  and  it  was  in  Paris  that  he  firft  formed  a 
defign  of  penetrating  to  the  interior  parts  of  Africa,  which  he 
confidered  as  a  new  field  for  the  naturalift.  Full  of  this  idea,  he 
quitted  that  capital  on  the  17th  of  July,  1780,  and,  returning 
to  Holland,  formed  ah  intimate  friendfhip  with  Mr.  Temminck, 
treafurer  to  the  Dutch  Eaft-India  Company,  whofe  purfuits 
Were  congenial  with  his  own  5  and  by  that  gentleman's  affift- 
ance  he  was  fo  fortunate  as  to  obtain  permiflion  to  take  a  paf- 
fage  to  the  Cape  in  one  of  the  company's  (hips. 

When  M.  le  Vaillant  arrived  at  the  Cape,  the  Dutch  go- 
vernment, who  were  apprehenfive  of  a  vifit  from  the  Engluh, 
ordered  all  the  veflels  then  lying  in  Table  Bay  to  take  (Belter 
immediately  in  that  of  Saldanha.  As  this  event  feemed  to  fa- 
vour our  author's  defigns,  he  propofed  to  depart  with  the  fleet ; 
and  M.  Vargenep,  who  commanded  the  Middleburgh,  having 
offered  him  the  beft  accommodation  that  his  veflel  could  afford, 
he  accepted  his  friendfliip  with  equal  readinefs  and  gratitude* 
This  circumftance,  however,  had  nearly  rendered  his  enterprise 
abortive  5  for  the  Dutch  fleet  being  attacked  by  the  fquadron 
under  the  command  of  Commodore  Johnftone,  Captain  Vargenep 
blew  up  his  veflel,  while  M.  le  Vaillant  was  on  fhore,  to  pre- 
vent her  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Our  tra-. 
veller  confequently  loft  a  valuable  collection  of  birds,  infe&s,  &c. 


♦  Mr.  le  Vaillant*s  father  was  a  native  of  France,  and  married  for 
his  fecond  wife  a  niece  of  the  celebrated  Boerhaave. 

which. 
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Wnich  he+ad  been  above  three  months  in  forming;  together  with 
all  his  clothes  and  effects;  fo  that,  ^s  he  hiTnfelf  tells  us,  he  was 
left-  with  no  other  refources  but  c  his  fufee,  ten  ducats  in  his 

*  purfe,  and  the  thin  drefs  which  he  then  wore.'  in  this  dif- 
treffing  fituation  he  was  under  the  neceflity  of  applying,  to  a 
Dutch  planter  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  generoufly  offered, 
him  every  affiftance  in  his  power ;  but  M.  Boers,  the  fifcal  at 
the  Cape,  having  heard  of  his  difafter,  waited  upon  him,  and 
relieved  him  from  his  embarrafTment,  by  promifmg  him  whatever 
fupplies  he  might  have  occafion  for  to  carry  his  intended  projedl 
into  execution,  without  waiting  till  he  fhould  hear  frcm  his 
friends  in  Europe.  When  our  author  returned  to  the  Cape  he 
immediately  began  to  prepare  for  his  expedition ;  and  though 
warmly  folicited  by  feveral  people  who  wiihed  to  accompany 
him,  he  reje&ed  all  their  offers,  convinced,  as  he  tells  us,  that 

*  concord,  fo  neceffary4n  a  hazardous  and  new  enterprife,  could 
'  not  be  preferved  among  men  whofe  vanity  would  make  them 
1  flatter  themfelves  with  gaining  an  equal  (hare  in  the  honour 

*  of  its  fuccefs.'  Having,  therefore,  determined  to  depart  with-? 
out  any  European  in  his  company,  he  provided  himfelf  with 
two  large  four-wheeled  waggons,  covered  with  double  fail- 
cloth,  one  of  which  was  furniihed  with  conveniencies  for  con- 
taining whatever  birds  and  infe&s  he  might  collect  in  the  courfe 
of  his  travels;  a  quantity  of  gunpowder,  feveral  fufee?  and 
mufkets,  a  complete  fet  of  kitchen  furniture,  tobacco,  flxong 
liquors,  and  fuch  articles  as  he  thought  would  be  ufeful  to  him 
in  the  inhofpitable  regions  he  was  about  to  traverfe.  His  train 
confifted  of  thirty  oxeq,  twenty  for  his  two  carriages,  and  tea 
more  to  relieve  them,  three  hunters,  nine  dogs,  and  five  Hot-* 
tentots ;  but  he  afterwards  confiderably  augmented  the  number 
of  his  animals  and  attendants :  that  of  the  latter  amounted  fome- 
titnes  to  forty. 

When  his  equipage  was  entirely  ready  he  took  leave  of  his 
friends  on  the  18th  of  December,  1781,  and,  directing  his 
courfe  towards  Hottentot  Holland,  {topped  about  evening  at  th«? 
bottom  of  thofe  mountains  by  which  it  is  bounded  on  the  eaft; 
and  being  then,  according  to  his  own  expreffion,  *  entirely 
c  abandoned  to  himfelf,  and  expe&ing  no  fupport  or  afliftance 

*  but  from  bis  own  arm,  he  returned,  as  one  might  fay,  to  the 

*  primitive  ftate  of  man,  and  breathed,  for  the  firft  time  in  his 
4  life,  the  delicious  and  pure  air  of  liberty.'  This  (hort  extra<9: 
may  ferve  to  (hew  the  fentiments  entertained  by  our  author  re- 
fpe&ing  civilifed  and  favage  life  ;  throughout  his  whole  work  he 
indeed  takes  every  opportunity  of  throwing  out*  farcaftiol  re- 
flexions againft  the  former,  and  of  extolling  the  latter  in  term? 
that,  to  fome,  may  appear  bordering  upon  enthufiafm. 

L'2  Having 
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Having  advanced  as  far  as  Swellendam,  he  remained  there 
feveral  days  with  M.  Ryneveld,  the  bailiff  of  the  place,  who 
treated  him  with  great  politenefs.  Finding  that  his  two  car- 
riages were  overloaded,  and  too  heavy,  he  refolved  to  procure  a 
third ;  and  his  kind  hoft  was  fo  good  a9  to  order  one  with  two 
, wheels  to  be  conftrufted  for  him,  and  to  fupply  him  befides  with 
a  large  quantity  of  frefli  provisions.  He  alfo  augmented  his 
train  with  a  few  more  Hottentots,  and  purchafed  feveral  oxen 
and  goats,  together  with  a  cow  to  afford  him  milk,  and  a  cock, 
which  he  intended  to  be  his  natural  alarum  in  the  morning* 

Another  animal,  which  rendered  M.  le  Vaillant  more  effen- 
tial  fervice,  and  often  amufed  him  in  the  hours  of  languor  and 
melancholy,  was  an  ape,  of  that  fpecies  known  at  the  Cape 
under  the  name  of  bawians.  It  was  extremely  familiar,  and 
ftiewed  a  wonderful  attachment  to  its  mafter ;  and  when  either 
he  or  his  Hottentots  found  any  roots  with  the  nature  of  which 
they  were  not  acquainted,  they  never  touched  them  until  Kees 
(that  was  the  monkey's  name)  had  firft  tafted  thenfi.  •  If  Kees 
rejected  them,  they  judged  them  to  be  either  difagreeable  or 
dangerous,  and  confequendy  threw  them  away, 

Kees,  however,  had  a  quality  which  M.  le  Vaillant  valued 
ftill  more.  He  ferved  him  as  a  centinel ;  and  whether  it  was 
day  or  night,,  he  always  awoke  on  the  leaft  noife  that  feemed  to 
indicate  danger.  By  his  cries,  and  other  expreffions  of  fear, 
he  gave  notice  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy  j  and  our  tra- 
veller's dogs  were  fo  accuftomed  to  his  voice,  that  they  flept  in 
perfect  fecurity  until  he  gave  the  alarm,  when  they  all  ftarted  up 
.  to  watch  the  leaft  motion  of  his  eyes,  or  the  (baking  of  his 
head.  During  M.  Vaillant's  hunting  excursions  Kees  amufed 
himfelf  in  climbing  up  trees  to  fearch  for  gum,  which  he  was 
remarkably  fond  of;  fometimes  he  difcovered  honey  in  the  cre- 
vices of  the  rocks,  or  in  hollow  trunks ;  but  when  he  could 
find  neither  gum  nor  honey,  he  fearch^d  for  roots,  which  he  ate 
with  much  relifti.  To  tear  up  thefe  roots  he  purfued  a  very 
ingenious  method,  which  afforded  our  author  much  amufement: 

'  He  laid  hold  of  the  tuft  of  leaves  with  his  teeth,  and  preffing 
his  fore  paws  firmly  again  ft  the  earth,  and  drawing  his  head  back- 
wards the  root  generally  followed:  when  this  method,  which  re- 
quired confiderable  force,  did  not  fucceed,  he  feized  the  tuft  as 
before  as  clofe  to  the  earth  as  he  could,  then  throwing  his  heels 
over  his  head,  the  root  always  yielded  to  the  jerk  which  he 
gave  it/ 

Froth  Swellendam  M.  le  Vaillant  proceeded  to  the  country  of 
Auternqua  by  Mufcle  Bay,  which  in  charts  is  called  the  Bay  of 
St.  Blaife,  and  thence  as  far  as  Caffrariai  but  as  it  is  impoffible 
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for  us  to  follow  him  through  all  the  minutiae  of  his  journal,  we 
lhall  content  ourfelveS  with  felefting  a  few  extra&s  from  the 
Work,  which  may  ferve  to  givethofe  who  wifti  to  perufe  it  fome 
idea  of  what  information  or  entertainment  they  may  expeft. 

As  M.  le  Vaillant's  principal  view  in  undertaking  this  jour- 
ney was  to  make  refearches  in  natural  hiftory,  and  particularly 
in  orn  thology,  it  will  not  appear  at  all  furpriling  that  great  part 
of  his  time  was  fpent  in  the  purfuit  of  birds.  The  following 
account  of'ths  dangers  and  difficulties  he  encountered  in  en- 
deav  >urin^  to  procure  fome  Touracos,  which  he  tells  us  have 
been  improperly  clafled  among  the  cuckoos,  will  fhew  with  what 
ardour  he  endeavoured  to  gratify  his  favourite  paffion : 

'  As  I  was  not  acquainted  with  thefe  birds/  fays  he,  '  and  had 
never  feen  one  of  them,  I  went  in  fearch  of  them,  and  was  lucky 
enough  to  difcover  a  few.  I  fpent  a  long  time  in  purfuing  them,  but 
without  effect;  for  as  thefe  birds  perch  always,  on  the  extremities  of 
the  highefl  branches,  I  never  found  them  within  the  reach  of  my 
fufee.  O  e  afternoon,  however,  I  followed  one,  and  did  more  exe- 
cuion.  Hipping  from  fpray  to  fpray,  ftill  going  only  a  little  way 
from  me,  it  deceived'  me  for  more  than  an  hour,  and  conducted  me 
to  a  great  dt fiance ;  till,  being  out  of  patience  with  its  fport,  and 
finding  that  i  could  not  approach  it,  I  fired,  though  I  concluded  it 
to  be  out  of  my  reach,  and  had  the  fatisfadtion  of  feeing  it;  drop. 
My  joy  on  this  occafion  was  inexpreffible :  but  the  moil  difficult  par* 
was  not  yet  accomplifhed ;  it  was  necefTary  for  me  to  feize  my  prey; 
and  as  1  hdd  remarked  the  place  where  it  fell,  I  rufhed  through  the 
buihes  to  take  it  up,  at  the  expence  of  having  my  legs  and  hands 
torn,,  and  all  covered  with  blood.  When  1  reached  the  fp  t  1  faw 
nothing;  an i, though  I  ear-fully  fearched  every  where  around,  going 
backwards  aid  forwards  twenty  times  over  the  fame  places,  clofely 
examining  the  fmalleit  holes  and  crevices,  my  labour  was  fruidefs, 
for  I  could  not^  find  my  Touraco.  My  refearches  and  reflections  led 
me  to  think  that  I  had  perhaps  broken  only  one  of  its  wings,  which 
had  not  prevented  it  to  get  away  frorri  the  foot  where  it  had  fallen. 
Full  of  this  idea,  I  went  a  litde  farther,  and  began  again  to  fearch 
all  the  environs  for  m  re  than  half  an  hour;  but  flill  no  Touraco. 
This  iiifappointment  reduced  me  altnofl  to  a  ftate  of  defpair;  and 
the  thick  bufhes  and  prickly  fhrubs,  which  fcratched  even  my  face, 
had  really  agitate  t  me  with  tranfports  difficult  to  be  defcribed.  To 
fatiate  my  a  ger,  I  am  fenfible  that  nothing  lefs  would  have  been  - 
fufficieht  at  mat  moment  than  to  purfuev  a  lion  or  a  tyger.  That  a 
paltry  bird,  which  I  had  brought  down  after  {0  many  difficulties, 
and  fo  much  defire  for  it,  fhould  efcape  and  thus  vanifh  from  my 
fight,  was  truly  diilreffing.  Unable  to  contain  my  paffion,  I  began 
to  ftamp  and  to  beat  the  ground  with  my  fufee ;  but  the  earth  finking 
fuddenly  below  me,  I  diiappeared  alfo,  and  fell  with  my  arms  into  a 
pit  twelve  feet  in  depth.  My  aftonifhment,  and  the  hurt  I  received 
by  my  fall,  foon  made  me  forget  my  anger;  and  1  found  myfelf  at 
the  bottom  of  one  of  thofe  covered  fhares  which  the  Hottentots 
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employ  to  catch  ferocious  animals,  particularly  elephants,    When  I 
recovered  from  my  furprife,  1  began  to  confider  how  1  fbould  ex- 
tricate myfelf  from  this  embarraffment,  extremely  happy  that  1  had 
not  been  impaled  on  the  {harp-pointed  flake  placed  in  the  bottom  of 
the  pit ;  and  nill  happier  that  I  found  in  it  no  company.     I  was, 
however,  apprehenfive  that  fome  might  arrive  every  moment ;  efpe- 
cially  if  I  mould  be  obliged  to  remain  there  during  the  night.     It* 
approach  began  to  fill  me  with  great  terror,  as  it  oppofed  and  re- 
tarded the  only  refource  I  had  devifed  to  fave  myfelf  from  the  fata! 
pit  without  the  afliftance  of  others.    This  refource  was  td  dig  away 
the  earth  on  one  fide  with  my  fabre  and  my  hands,'  in  order  to  form 
a  kind  of  fieps;  but  as  fuch  an  operation  might  be  very  tedious,  I 
formed,  though  under  the  moft  difma}  perplexity,  the  wifer  refold 
tipn  of  loading  my  fufee,  and  of  firing  (hot  after  (hot,  in  hopes  that 
I  might  be  heard  at  my  camp.     I  from  time  to  time  liftened  with 
the  utmoft  anxiety,  and  a  palpitating  heart ;  and  at  length  had  the 
fatisfaftion  of  hearing  two  reports,  which  infpired  me  with  the  uft- 
mpit  joy.     I  then  contrived  to  fire  by  intervals,  to  direct  thofe  who. 
had  anfwere4  me  which  way  to  purfue  their  courfe ;  and  foon  after  I 
faw  them  arrive,  A\  completely  armed,  but  full  of  trouble  and  un- 
cafinefs.     They  had  imagined  that  1  was  purfued  by  fome  ferocious, 
animal ;  but  they  faw  me,  on  the  contrary,  in  the  inoft  pitiful  fitu- 
ation,  and  caught  foolifhly  like  a  fox.     Their  alarm,  however,  was 
focn  diffipated ;  they  immediately  cut  a  long  pole,  which  they  let 
down  to  me ;  and  by  means  of  this  expedient  I  glided  up  in  the  beft 
manner  1  could,  and  reached  the  brink  of  the  pit.     This  trifling  ac- 
cident, from  which  heaven  would  not  have  faved  me  as  it  faved 
young  Daniel,  did  not  make  me  forget  my  Touraco.    With  my  dog^ 
which  had  followed  my  Hottentots,  I  trufted  I  mould  be  able  to  dis- 
cover it,  in  whatever  place  it  might  be  concealed :  fending  them  out. 
therefore,  on  the  fearch,  they  found  it  fquatted  down  under  a  tufted 
bulb.     I  inftantly  laid  my  hands  upon  it ;  and  the  pleafure  of  at 
Jength  pofTefling  this  charming  animal,  foon  obliterated  from  my 
mind  the  dangers  and  embarraffment  i*  had  cpft  me.' 

The  method  which  our  author  employed  to  procure  fmall 
birds,  without  deftroying  their  plumage,  was  very  ingenious, 
As  it  may  be  of  utility  to  fuch  naturalifts  as  are  fond  of  forming 
collections,  we  fliall  tranferibe  his  account  of  it  for  their  in- 
formation : 

f  The  manner  in  which  I  proceeded  was  as  follows:  I  put  a 
,  fmajler  or  larger  quantity  of  powder  into  my  fufee,  according  as  cirT 
cumftances  might  require.  Immediately  above  the  powder!  placed 
the  end  cf  a  candle,  about  an  inch  in  thicknefs,  ramming  it  well 
down ;  after  which  I  filled  the  barrel  with  water  up  to  the  mouth. 
By  thefe  means,  at  the  proper  diftance,  when  I  fired  at  a  bird,  I  only 
ftunned  it,  by  watering  and  moiftening  its  feathers ;  and  as  I  infrantly 
laid  hold  of  it,  no  time  was  left  for  it  to  fpoil  its  plumage  by  flutter- 
ing. The  water,  impelled  by  the  powder,  went  directly  to  the  mark ; 
but  the  piece  of  tallow?  f>eing  Hghtcr  than  the  water,  did  not  reach  fo 
-  far. 
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&r.  In  my  firft  attempts  it  often  happened  that,  having  fometime3 
fifed  too  near,  or  put  too  much  powder,  or  too  thick  a  piece  <£ 
candle,  I  found  the  latter  entire  in  the  animal's  belly;  but,  after  a 
fhort  apprenticefliip,  1  made  no  more  miftakes,  and  never  miffed  my 
Urn.  1  have  often  let  my  fufee  remain  charged  in  this  manner  from 
morning  till  night ;  yet  the  powder  was  never  damaged,  nor  did  the 
piece  go  off  lefs  readily.  It  may  be  calily  guefied  that  I  never 
fired  horizontally  in  this  manner.' 

The  above  fpecimen$  we  have  taken  from  the  tranflation 
published  by  Meflrs.  Robinfons  >  but  as  there  is  another  by  a 
lady,  we  fli^ll  in  our  next  number  continue  our  extracts,  and 
give  a  few  from  both  works,  that  our  readers  nflay  be  enabled 
to  judge  for  tfiemfelves  of  the  merits  of  the  different  per- 
formances* . 

[  7i  b$  continued.  J 


Art.  III.  Pbilofophical  Tranfadlions  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
London,  Vol  LXXIX.  For  the  Year  1789.  Part  II.  +X.L 
8s.  6d.    fewed.     Davis.     London,  1789. 

'T^HIS  part  commences  with  the  eleventh  article,  containing 
**•  Experiments  on  the  Phlogiftication  of  Spirit  of  Nitre.  By 
the  Rev.  Jofeph  Prieftlev,  LL.  JDV  F.  R.  S.— Dr.  Prieftley  had 
found,  by  former  experiments  relative  to  phlogifton,  that  the 
colourlefs  fpirit  of  nitre  became  orange-coloured,  and  emitted 
vapours  of  that  hue,  on  being  expofed  to  heat  in  long  glafs 
tubes,  hermetically  fealed ;  and  he  then  concluded  that  this  etfe<9: 
was  produced  by  the  a£tion  of  heat,  evolving,  as  it  were,  the 
phlogifton  previoufly  contained  in  the  acid.  Afterwards,  having 
found  that  it  was  not  heat,  but  light  only,  that  was  capable  of 
giving  colour  to  die  fpirit  of  nitre,  containe3  in  phials  with 
ground  flappers,  in  the  courfe  of  feveral  days ;  and  that  in  this 
cafe  the  effect  was  produced  by  the  adion  of  light  upon  the 
vapour,  he  was  led  to  fufpect  that  as  the  glafs  tubes,  in  which 
he  liad  formerly  expofed  this  acid  to  the  action  of  heat,  were 
only  held  near  to  a  fire,  in  the  day-light  or  candle-lfght,  it 
might  have  been  this  light  which,  in  thefe  circumftances,  had, 
at  leaft  in  part,  contributed  to  produce  the  effect.  That  he 
might  difcover  whether  the  light  had  any  influence  in  this  cafe, 
he  now  put  the  colourlefs  fpirit  of  nitre  into  Ion*  glafs  tubes, 
fuch  as  he  had  ufed  before,  and  al(b  fealed  them  hermetically; 
but  inftead  of  expofing  them  to  heat  in  the  open  air,  from  which 
light  could  not  be  excluded,  he  fhut  them  up  in  gun-barrels, 
clofed  with  metal  fcrews,  fo  that  it  was  impoffible  for  any  par- 
tide  of  light  tp  have  accefs  to  them  5  and  he  then  put  one  end 
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of  the  barrels  fo  near  to  a  fire  as  was  fufficient  to  make  the  li- 
quor contained  in  the  tube  to  boil,  which  he  could  eafily  diftin- 
guiih  by  the  found  which  it  yielded.  The  confequence  was, 
that  in  a  fhort  time  the  acid  became  as  highly  coloured  as  ever 
it  had  been  when  expofed  to  heat  without  the  gun-barreU 
Dr.  Prieftley  therefore  concludes  that  it  had  been  mere  heat, 
and  not  light,  which  had  given  this  colour  to  the  acid,,  and 
which  has  been  ufually  termed  phlogifticating  it. 

Mr.  Kirwan  having  always  fufpe&ed  that  in  this  phenomenon 
the  air  was  a  principal  agent,  Dr.  Prieftley  was  particularly  at- 
tentive towards  afcertaining  the  truth  of  this  conjecture ;  fup- 
pofing  that,  if  any  part  of  the  common  air  had  been  imbibed,  it 
muft  have  been  the  phlogifticated,  and  that  it  was  the  phlo- 
gifton  from  this  kind  of  air  vyhich  had  phlogifticated  the  acid. 
The  refult,  however,  was  not  fo  much  in  favour  of  this  fuppo- 
fition  as  he  had  expected ;  for  the  principal  effect  of  the  procefs 
Was  the  emiflion  of  dephlogifticated  air ;  fo  that  the  acid  feems 
to  become  phlogifticated  by  parting  with  this  ingredient  in  its 
compofition. 

In  all  the  experiments  made  by  Dr.  Prieftley  it  is  the  vapour 
that  firft  receives  the  colour,  and  imparts  it  to  the  liquid  when 
the  latter  is  fufficiently  cold  to  receive  it.  As  it  appears  from 
the  fame  experiments  that  heat  without  light  gives  colour  to 
the  nitrous  acid,  and  the  reflection  or , refraction  of  light  is. al- 
ways attended  with  heat,  he  thinks  it  may  perhaps  be  heat  uni- 
verfally  that  is  the  means  of  imparting  this  colour,  though  the 
mode  of  its  operation  be  at  prefent  unknown. 

Art.  XII.  Obfervations  on  a  Comet.  In  a  Letter  from 
W.  Herfchel,  LL.D.  F.R.  S.  to  Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  Bart. 
P.  R.  S? — This  paper  relates  to  the  fame  comet  which  had  been 
obferved  by  Dr.Herfchel's  fitter  on  the  2ift  of  December,  1788. 
The  Do&or,  after  viewing  the  comet  with  the  greateft  atteq- 
tibn,  could  not  perceive  in  it  any  nucleus. 

Art.  XIII.  Indications  of  Spring,  obferved  by  Robert  Mar- 
fham,  Efq.  F.R.  S.  of  Stratton,  in  Norfolk. — Thefe  tables 
ihew  the  day  of  the  month  on  which,  in  the  feries  of  years  from 
1738  to  1788  inclufive,  the  fnowdrop  began  to  flower,  the  thrufh 
to  fing,  the  leaves  of  particular  trees  to  bud,  the  frogs  to  croak, 
and  feveral  other  indications,  which  mark  the  earlier  or  later  ad- 
vancement of  the  fpring  in  different  feafons. 

Art.  XIV.  An  Account  of  a  Monfter  of  the  Human  Spe- 
cies, in  two  Letters ;  one.  from  Baron  Reichel  to  Sir  Jofeph 
Banks,  Bart,  and  the  other  from  Mr.  James  Anderfon  to  Baron 
Reichel. — At  the  time  when  thefe  letters  were  writtep  the  fub- 
ject  of  them,  a  Gentoo  boy,  was  thirteen  years  of  age,  well  made, 
and  poffeffiag  every  due  faculty  of  mind  and  body.   This '  youth, 
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whofe  name  is  Peruntaloo,  had  adhering  to  him  a  little  twin- 
brother,  fufpended  by  the  os  pubis :  an  elongation  of  the  fword- 
like  cartilage  of  Peruntaloo  having  anaftomofed  with  that  bone 
at  the  fymphyfis.  The  lower  orifice  of  the  ftomach  feetns  to 
lie  in  a  fac  or  cylindrical  cavity  between  the  two  brothers  on  the 
right  fide,  and  what  may  be  reckoned  the  right  hypochondre  of 
the  little  one,  as  that  part  is  tumid  after  eating.  The  alimen- 
tary canal  muft  be  common  to  both,  as  the  anus  of  the  little 
one  is  imperforate.  There  is  diftin&ly  perceived  a  bladder  of 
urine,  which  occupies  the  left  fide  of  the  fac.  Befides  thefe, 
there  remain  only  the  os  facrum,  ofla  inominata,  and  lower  ex- 
tremities, perfeft.  Peruntaloo  informed  Mr.  Anderibn  that  he 
had  as  complete  a  fenfe  of  feeling  with  every  part  of  the  body*  of 
his  little  brother  as  of  his  own  proper  body ;,  but  his  power  of 
voluntary  motion  does  not  extend  to  the  adventitious  legs  or 
feet,  which  are  cold  in  comparifon  with  the  reft.  This  moo- 
fier  was  born  at  Popelpahdoo,  feventy  miles  weft  of  Mufili- 
patnam. 

Art.  XV.  A  fupplementary  Letter  on  the  Identity  of  the 
Species  of  the  Dog,  Wolf,  and  Jackal ;  from  John  Hunter,  £fq„ 
.  F.  R.  S.  to  Sir  jofeph  Banks. — In  the  year  1787  Mr.  Hunter 
prefented  to  the  Royal  Society  a  paper  to  prove  the  wolf,  the 
jackal,  and  the  dog,  to  be  of  the  fame  fpecies.  But  the  com- 
plete proof  of  the  wolf  being  a  dog,  which  confifted  in  the  half- 
bred  puppy  breeding  again,  not  having  been  obtained  under  his 
own  infpe&ion,  though  well  authenticated,  he  has  at  length, 
along  with  John  Symmpns,  Efq.  of  Milbank,  been  a  witnefs  of 
the  fa&.  Mr.  Hunter  obferves^  that  the  wolf  feems  to  have 
only  one  time  in  the  year  for  impregnation  natural  to  her,  and 
that  is  in  the  month  of  December. 

Art.  XVI.  Abftraft  of  a  Regifter  of  the  Barometer,  Ther- 
mometer, and  Rain,  at  Lyndon,  in  Rutland ;  by  Thomas  Bar- 
ker, Efq.  Alfo  of  the  Rain  in  Hampfliire  and  Surrey. — Tbefe 
obfervations  were  made  in  1788,  and  are  accompanied  with  a 
fhort  account  of  the  weather  in  the  different  months  of  that 
year. 

Art.  XVII.  On  the  Method  of  correfponding  Values,  &c. 
By  Edward  Waring,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  and  Lucafian  Profeffor  0/ 
the  Mathematics  at  Cambridge.— This  paper  confifts  of  alge- 
braical problems ;  and  from  the  principles  which  the  author  lays 
down,  with  his  former  paper  on  centripetal  forces,  may  be 
deduced  a  particular  and  very  ufeful  clafs  of  fluxional  equations.' 

Art.  XIX.  Experiments  on  the  Congelation  of  Quickfilvet 
in  England.  By  Mr.  Richard  Walker.  In  a  Letter  to  Henry 
Cavendifh,  Efq,  F.R.  S. — Mr.  Walker  proves,  By  experiment, 
that  mercury  may  be  frozen  not  only  here  in  fummer,  but  even 
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in  the  hotteft  climate,  at  any  feafon  of  the  year,  by  a  combi- 
nation of  frigorific  mixtures ;  and  he  has  found  that  phofphov 
yated  natron  f  >roduces  rather  more  cold  by  the  folution  in  the 
diluted  nitrons  acid  than  the  vitriolated  natron. 

Art.  XX*  Catalogue  of  a  fecond  Thoufand  of  new  Nebulae 
and  Clutters  of  Stars ;  with  a  few  introdu&ofy  Remarks  on  the 
Conftru&ioci  of  the  Heavens.  By  William  Herfchel,  LL.D. 
F.  R.  S. — Dr.  Herfchel,  by  indefatigable  application  to  the  im~ 
.  provement  and  ufe  of  the  telefcope,  has  opened  an  immenfc 
and  aftonifliing  field  of  inquiry  to  the  aftronomical  world.  He, 
Jeeois  to  pe.tietrate  the  ceieftial  regions  with  a  perfpicuity  which 
nothing  ca  n  elude ;  and  the  ingenuity  of  his  fcientific  inductions 
keep  pace  with  his  obfervation.  With  what  a  magnificent  idea 
of  the  coo  ipofitkm  of  the  vifibte  heavens  are  we  presented  in  the 
Allowing  extract! 

'  Froiti  the  earth*  confidered  as  a  planet,  and  the  moon  as  its  fa- 
tellite,  f  e  pafs  through  the  region  of  the  reft  of  the  planets*  aiul 
their  fa«  llites.  The  fimilarity  between  all  thefc  bodies  is  Efficiently 
ftriking  to  allow  us  to  comprehend  them  under  one  general  defini- 
tion, of  bodies  not 'luminous  in  them/elves,  revolving  round  the  fun. 
The  gt2at  diminution  of  light,  when  refle&cd  from  fuch  bodies,  es- 
pecially when  they  are  alio  at  a  great  diftance  from  the  light  which 
illumio  ates  them,  precludes  all  pofiibiiity  of  following  them  a  great 
way  iBvso  fpace.  Sot  if  we  did  not  know  that  light  diminishes  as  the 
fquares  of  the  diftanoes  increafe,  and  that  nwreover  in  every  kc- 
fledio  n  a  very  confiderable  part  is  entirely  loft,  the  motion  of  conetp, 
where  by  the  fpace  through  which  they  run  is  measured  out  to  us, 
wbilf  on  their  return  from  the  fun  we  fee  them  gradually  difappear 
as  tr-  .ey  advance  towards  their  apbelia,  would  be  fufficient  to  convince 
us  t'  aat  bodies  mining  only  with  borrowed  light  can  never  be  feen  at 
any  great  diftance.  This  consideration  brings  us  back  to  the  fun,  as 
a  rr  ifulgent  fountain  of  light,  wbilft  it  eftablifhes  at  the  fame  time  be- 
ya  .id  a  doubt  that  every  ftar  mud  likewue  be  a  fun,  lhining  by  its  own 
n?  tive  brightnefs.  Here  then  we  come  to  the  more  capital  parts  «f 
the  great  conftru&ion. 

*  Thefe  funs,  ^very  one  of  which  is  probably  of  as  much  cortfe- 
«y  uence  to  a  fyftem  of  planets,  fatellites,  and  comets,  as  our  own  fen, 
z  re  now  to  be  confidered,  in  their  turn,  as  $he  minute  parts  of  a 
j  roportionally  greater  whole.  I  coed  not  repeat  that  by  my  analysis 
1  c  appears  that  the  heavens  coniift  of  regions  where  funs  are  gathered 
iintoieparate  fyftems,  and  that  the'  catalogues  I  have  given  compre- 
J  hend  a  lift  of  fuch  fyftems.;  but  may  we. not  hope  that  our  knowledge 
J  will  not  ftqp  fhort  at  the  bare  enumeration  of  phenomena  capable  .of 
1  giving  us  fo  much  inftru&ion  ?' 

Dr.  Herfchel's  idea  of  a  duller  of  j&ars,  as  derived  from  Jbis 

I  bfervations,  is,  that  it  confifts  of  a  number  of  lucid  rfpots,  of 

c  qual  luftre,  (battered  over  p,  circular  (pace  in  fuch  a  manner 
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*s  to  appear  gradually  more  compreflcd  towards  the  middle;  and 
which  compreffion  in  the  clutters  is  generally  carried  fo  far  ast 
by  imperceptible  degrees,  to  end  in  a  luminous  centre, of  a 
jrefolvable  blaze  of  light.  This  point  being  eftablifhed,  he  pro* 
<ceeds  to  prove  that' the  ftars  are  nearly  of  an  equal  magnitude* 
and  the  clutters  of  a  globular  form,  more  condenfed  towards  the 
centre  than  at  the  furface ;  concluding  afterwards,  by  analogy, 
that  their  fpherical  figure  is  caufed  t>y  the  aftion  of  centraj 
powers.  The  juftnefs  of  thefe  principles  is  ftrongly  fupported 
jby  the  author's  reafoning  on  the  ,fubje&  j  and  concerning  the 
catalogue,  it  is  fufficient  for  us  to  obferve,  that  it  appears  to  be 
executed  wijth  great  exaftnefs. 

Art.  XXI.  An  Attempt  to  explain  a  Difficulty  in  the 
Theory  of  Vifion,  depending  on  the  different  Refrangibility  of 
Light.  By  the  Rev.  Nevil  Mafkelyne,  D.  D.  F.  R.  S.  and 
Aftronomer  Royal. — Dr.  Mafkelyne's  obje&  is, to  correct  an 
error  of  Euler,  published  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Aca- 
demy of  Sciences  at  Berlin  in  1747.  Euler 's  principle  was  en- 
tirely hypothetical,  neither  fit  for  rendering  a  telefcope  achro- 
matic, nor  to  account  for  the  diftin&nefs  of  the  human  vifion  j 
but  Dr.  Mafkelyne  endeavours  to  reconcile  that  diftin&nefc  with 
the  principle  of  the  different  refrangibility  of  light,  difcovered  by 
Sir  Ifaac  Newton.  For  this  purpofe  he  has  calculated  the  re- 
fraftions  of  the  mean,  moft,  and  leaft  refrangible  rays  at  the  fe- 
veral  humours  of  the  eye,  and  thence  inferred  the  diffufion  of 
jhe  rays,  proceeding  from  a  point  in  an  objeft,  at  their  falling 
upon,  the  retina,  and  the  external  angle  which  fuch  coloured 
jrnage  of  a  point  upon,  the  retina  correfponds  to.     4  Moreover/ 

*  Affuming  the  diameter  of  the  pencil  of  rays  at  the  cornea,  pro- 
ceeding from  the  object  at  15  inches  diftance,  to  be  one  fifth  of  an 
inch  in  a  ftrong  light,  which  is  a  large  allowance  for  it,  the  femi- 
angle  of  the  pencil  of  mean  refrangible  rays  at  their  concourfe  upoa 
the  retina  will  be  70  12',  whofe  tangent  to  the  radius  unity,  or  ,1264 
multiplied  into  ,0211  inch,  the  interval  of  the  foci  of  the  extreme  re- 
frangible rays,  gives  ,002667  inch  for  the  diffufion  of  the  different 
coloured  rays,  or  the  diameter  of  the  indiftinct  circle  upon  the  re- 
tira.  Now  I  find  that  the  diameter  of  the  image  of  an  object  upoa 
the  retina  is  to  the  objeft  as  ,6055  inch  to  the  diftance  of  the  objed 
from  the  centre  of  curvature  of  the  cornea ;  or  the  fize  of  the  image 
is  the  fame  as  would  be  formed  by  a  very  thin  convex  lens,  whofc 
focal  diftance  is  ,6055  inch,  and  confequently  a  line  in  an  object 
which  fubtends  an  angle  of  i'  at  the  centre  of  the  cornea  will  be  re- 
prefented  on  the  retina  by  a  line  of  -r^th  inch.  Hence  the  dia- 
meter of  the  indiftinct  circle  on  the  retina  before  found,  ,002667  wi41 
tpfiyer  fo  an  external  angle  pf  ,0026^7 *ilWzsl$'%"9  or  every 
^  *    '   •  point 
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point  in  an  object  fhould  appear  to  fubtend  an  angle  of  about  1 5',  oa 
account  of  the  different  refrangibiiity  of  the  rays  of  lignt.' 

Dr.  Mafkelyne  next  endeavours  to  (hew,  and  we  think  by 
juft  arguments,  that  the  angle  of  ocujar  aberration  is  compatible 
;  with  the  diftinctnefs  of  viiion. 

Art.  XXII.'    Experiments  and  Obferyations  on  Electricity. 
By  Mr.  William  Nicholfon. — The  author  firft  treats  of  the  ex- 
citation of  electricity.     A  glafs  cylinder  was  mounted,  and  a 
cufbion  applied  with  a  filk  flap,  proceeding  from  the  edge  of  the 
cufbion  over  its  furface,  and  thence  half  round  the  cylinder* 
The  cylinder  was  then  excited  by  applying  an  amalgamed  lea- 
ther in  the  ufual  manner.     The  electricity  was  received  by  a 
conductor,  and  paffed  off  in  fparks  to  Lane's  electrometer*    By 
the  frequency  of  thwfe,  fparks,  or  by  the  number  of  turns  re- 
quired to  caufe  fpontaneous  explofion  of  a  jar,  the  ftrength  of 
tie  excitation  was  afcertained.   From  the  experiments^recited  by 
Mr.  Nicholfon  he  infers  that  the  office  of  the  filk  is  not  merely 
to  prevent  the  return  of  electricity  from  the  cylinder  to  the 
cuflh.on,  but  that  it  is  the  chief  agent  in  the  excitation  ;  while 
the  cuinion  ferves  only  to  fupply  the  electricity,  and  perhaps 
increafe  the  preffure  at  the  entering  part.     Among  other  refults 
from  this  author's  experiments,  it  follows  that  the  internal  fur- 
fece  of  a  cylinder  is  fo  far  from  being  difpoled  to  give  out  elec- 
tricity during  the  friction  by  which  the  external  furface  acquires 
it,  that  it  even  greedily  attracts  it ;  and  that  plate  machines  do 
not  collect  more  electricity  than  cylinders  do  with  haif  the 
rubbed  furface.     Mr.  Nicholfon  likewife  evinces  that  if  infulated 
conductors  be  applied  to  the  touching  ends  of  the  filk,  the  one  " 
wilt  give,  and  the  other  receive,  electricity,  until  the  intensi- 
ties of  their  oppofite  ftates  are  as  high  as  the  power  of  the  ap~ 
paratus  can  bring  them ;  and  that  thefe  ftates  will  be  inftantly 
reverfed  by  turning  the  cylinder  in  the  oppofite  direction.    This 
difcovery  promifes  to  be  of  much  ufe  in  electrical  experiments* 
3$ it  affords  the  means  of  producing  either  the  plus  or  minus 
ftates  in  one  and  the  fame  conductor,  and  of  inftantly  repeating 
experiments  with  either  power,  and  without  any  change  of  po- 
fition  or  adjustment  of  the  apparatus.     Mr.  Nicholfon  makes 
feme  additional  obfervations  on  the  luminous  appearances  of  elec- 
tricity and  the  action  of  points,  as  well  as  on  what  is  called  com- 
penfated  electricity. 

Art.  XXIII.  jExperiments  on  the  Tranfmiffion  of  the  Va- 
pour of  Acid&  through  an  hot  earthen  Tube,  and  further  Ob- 
fervations relating  to  Phlogifton.  By  the  Rev.  Dr.  Prieftley. — 
Thefe  experiments  tend  to  confirm  what  Dr.  Prieftley  had  for- 
merly advanced,  namely,  that  when  pure  air  was  expelled  from 
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the  dephlogifticated  Tpirit  of  nitre,  the  remainder  was  left  phjo- 
gifticated.  He  has  applied  the  fame  procefs  to  other  acids  and 
liquors  of  a  different  kind  5  and  from  the  whole  he  infers  it  to  be 
apparent  that  oil  of  vitriol  and  fpirit  of  nitre,  in  their  molt  de- 
phlogifticated ftate,  confift  of  a  proper  faturation  pf  the  acids 
with  phlogiftbn;  fo  that  what  has  been  called  the  phlogifttca- 
tion  of  them,  ought  rather  to  be  called  their  fuper-phlogifti- 
cation. 

Art.  XXIV.  On  the  Production  of  nitrous  Acid  and  nitrous 
Air.  By  the  Rev.  Ifaac  Milner,  B.  D.  F.  R.  S.  and  Prefident 
of  Queen's  College,  Cambridge. — The  experiments  recited  in 
this  paper  are  analogous  to  thofe  of  Dr.  Prieftley,  in  which  ni- 
trous air,  by  expofure  to  iron,  is  converted  f  rft  into  dephlo* 
gifticated  nitrous  air,  and  afterwards  into  phlogifticated  air ;  but 
by  Mr.  Milner's  method  the  effect  is  more  fuddenly  produced. 
According  to  his  experiments,,  the  volatile  alkali  contributes,  in 
fome  cafes,  to  the  formation  of  nitrous  acid  or  nitrous  air.      • 

On  perufing  the  Philofophical  Tranfa£tions  through  a  ieries 
of  years,  it  is  obfervable  that,  at  different  periods,  fome  parti- 
cular parts  of  fcience  appear  to  be  peculiarly  cultivated.  This 
is  eafily  accounted  for  from  the  tafte  for  inquiry  moft  congenial 
to  thofe  men  who  principally  contribute,  at  a  particular  period, 
to  the  work.  Of  late  years  electricity  feems  to  have  recovered 
its  importance,  which  had  for  fome  time  declined ;  arid  at  pre- 
fent  improvements  in  chemiflxy  are  frequently  communicated 
through  the  channel  of  the  Philofophical  Tranfa&ions.    . 


Art.  IV.  A  Letter  from  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Petrt  U  the  Right 
Rev.  Dr.  HorJley>  Bijhop  of  St.  Davitfj.  8vo.  is.  Faulder, 
London,  179a. 

THIS  letter  is  addreffed  to  the  Bifhop  of  St.  David's  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  review  of  the  cafe  of  proteftant  diffenters, 
publicly  received  as  coming  from  his  lord. hip.  The  noble  au- 
thor firft  endeavours  to  convince  his  correfpondent  that  the  Ca- 
tholics, from  the  nature  of  their  own  eftablifhment,  cannot  but 
be  fond  of  hierarchies,  articles  of  faith,  and  eccleliaftical  law, 
which  would  lead  them  to  refpect  the  form  of  ecclefiaftical  go- 
vernment as  by  law  eflabli(hed  j  and  this  government,,  with  the 
constitution  of  the  country  as  fettled  at  the  revolution,  his 
lordfhip  afferts  every  Catholic  holds  himfelf  bound  to  protect  and 
maintain. 

But  Dr.  Horfley  obferves  that,  *  if  the  Papifts  retain  their  old 
4  principles,  they  cannot  be  faid  to  be  excluded  from  the  national 
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*  feaate  by  any  oatM  or  declarations  made  to  a  government 

*  their  church  nas  deemed  heretical.'  From  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons he  conceives  them  excluded  only  by  the  notoriety  of  their 
popery,  and  the  dread  and  abhorrence  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  and 
from  the  Lords  by  the  fentiments  infeparable  from  hereditary  no- 
bility. His  lordihip  finds  little  difficulty  in  (hewing  the  mfuf- 
tctency  of  fuch  obftaclcs,  or  of  any  but  thofe  of  a  confcientious 
determination  not  to  violate  thofe  engagements  on  the  preferva- 
tion  of  which  depends  the  happinefs  of  hum  An  fociety.  This 
leads  him  to  confider  the  flate  of  the  papal  power  as  it  has  been 
Confined  by  the  learned  univerfitles  of  different  Catholic  coun- 
tries, fihce  the  improvement  in  literature  has  opened  the  eyes 
of  mankind*  Though  Proteftants  would  be  unwilling  to  allow" 
even  the  fliare  of  power  ftill  attributed  to  the  Bifhop  of  Rome, 
yet  it  tnuft  be  admitted  that  Catholics  may  defend  it  as  ftated 
ky  his  lordfhip,  without  ceafing  to  be  good  fubje&s,  and  even 
good  magiftrates.  That  they  have  often  a&ed  as  fuch,  feveral 
inftances  in  the  annals  of  the  Englifh  hiftory  are  brought  to 
prove,  in  which*  thfey  have  (hewn  a  fteady  adherence  to  the  mo- 
narch, and  a  defire  of  preferring  the  reformed  church ;  and  that 
l&ey  have  never  availed  themfelves,  on  thefe  occafions,  of  the 
diipenfmg  pqwer  of  the  pope. 

It  is  not  our  wifh  to  engage  in  a  conteft  which  has  already  too 
nuch  revived  a  fpirit  of  diffenfion  and  animofity  it  has  been  the 
fcappineft  of  every  fincere  believer  to  fee  gradually  expiring.  But 
there  are  in  this  pamphlet  fo  many  fa&s  brought  forward  that 
are  unknown  to  the  moft  Enlightened  Proteftants,  and  the  know- 
ledge of  which  would  be  fo  gratifying  to  every  good  man,  that 
we  cannot  but  recommend  its  perufal  to  every  candid  inquirer 
after  truth. 


Art.  V»    Travels  to  difcover  the  Source  of  the  Nitef  &c. 
■  [  Concluded.  J 


A 


Plentiful  harveft  of  entertainment  and  inftru&ion  remains 

fret  behind  in  the  latter  part  of  the  fourth  volume  j  but  we 
eave  it  to  be  gathered  by  the  reader,  after  pointing  out  a 
few  of  the  richeft  fpots.  We  can  ferioufly  affirm  that  the  au- 
thor's return  by  Sennaar  through  thofe  unexplored  countries 
where  the  Nile  takes  its  courfe,  is  the  leaft  tedious  part  of  his 
book.  The  narrative  is  rich  in  incident,  and  diverfified  with 
love,  pity,  and  terror.  In  the  condu£  of  the  young  elephant, 
which- fo  dutifully  defended  its  mother  (p.  302'),  and  fhewed  an 
example   c  of  a  bead  (a  young  me  too)  pofleffing  ahftrafted 
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*  fentiments  to  a  very  bi§h  degree,'  jthe  pathetic'and  wonderful 
are  admirably  blended.  The  author  *  is  happy  at  this  day  that 
4  he  did  not  ftrike  it ;'  and  what  reader  will  hclitate  to  applaud 
his  humanity? 

At  Teawa  fofter  fcene$  fucceed,  but  over  (hado  wed  with 
deeper  horror.  The  Shekh  Fidele  having  in  vain  exhaufted  the 
cunning  of  a  barbarian,  at  laft  attempts  to  extort  gold  from  our 
hero  by  force.  '  Hakim,  infidel  or  devil,  confiiier  where  yott, 
(  are.     This  is  the  room  where  Mek  Baady,  a  Idnir,  was  flail* 

*  by  the  hand  of  my  father;  look  at  his  blood  where  it  has 
4  ftained  the  floor*,  which  never  could  be  walhed  out 

*  either  give  me  2000  piaftres  before  you  go  out  of  this  cham~ 

*  ber,  or  you  fhall  die.'  Here  he  drew  his  fwori),  and  *  with 
4  a  bravado  threw  the  fcabbard  into  the  middle  of  the  room,  and 
L  tucking  up  the  fleeve  of  his  fhirt  above  his  <dbow,  like  a 
c,  butcher,  faid,  I  wait  your  anfwer !'  What  a  moment  of  dan* 
ger  for  the  defcendant  of  Scottifh  kings,  of  awful  fulpenfe  for  his 
reader  1  Mr.  Brtfce  feems  luckily  to  have  rebelled  a  fcene  is* 
one  of  our  popular,  comedies,  where  a  peer  MMfiog  his  fword 
upon  a  commoner  whom  he  fuppofes  unarmed,  is  difconoerted 
by  a  piftol  which  emerges  from  his  pocket  5  fo  when  Mr.  Bruce 
puts  his  hand  on  his  blunderbufs  the  ruffian  Sheldi  drops  his 
fword,  and  falls  back  on  his  fofa  •  .  .  •  '  Hakim  r  I  was  but 
«jeuW 

P.  308.  One  of  Fidele's  wives,  when , Mr.  Bruce  hints  to 
kim  his  defire  to  be  left  alone  with  them,  fays,  (  What  has  he 
to  do  with  us  and  our  phyfician  ?  all  his  bufinefs  is  to  pay  you 
«  money  when  you  have  made  us  well.'  The  lady  feems  here 
to  undcrftand  the  modes,  and  to  be  miftrefs  of  the  raillery,  of 
Europe.  Again :  a  figure  in  a  veil  had  attended  the  author's 
medical  treatment  of  the  ladies ;  the  veil  had  been  a  little  with- 
drawn while  he  was  adminiftering  the  ipecacuanha  (which  gave 
fuch  high  fatisfa&ion  in  its  operation) :  at  laft  ,in  attendant 
pulled  off  the  veil  entirely.  A  fudden  blaze  of  b  »auty  flowed 
upon  the  unprepared  phyfician :  fuch  were  her  fau  kiefs  features 
and  fine  fhape,  that  they  *  might  have  ferved  alone  for  the  ftudy 
4  of  a  painter  all  his  life,  if  he  was  in  fearch  of  abfolute  beauty.* 
What  added  to  our  author's  embarraflment  was,  that  her  blue 
fhift,  her  only  drefs,  was  not  rigoroufly  nor  clofdy  difpofed  all 
below  the  neck.  The  effeel  of  the  emetic  did  not  prevent  the 
mother  of  the  damfel  from  perceiving  Mr.  Bruce/s  fituation. 
c  If  Aifcach  was  ill  you  would  takeT>etter  care  of  her  than  of 

*, ■     ■■     <■ 1   ■■  ■  ■  ■■■■■• 

•  Qp.  Does  not  this  imply  that  the  floor  was  of  boards  ?  if  fo,  it 
is  an  European  idea.  .     .  ' 

1  either 
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c  cither  of  us.'-*-4  Pardon  me,  Madam,  if  die  beautiful  Aifcadt 
€  was  ill,  I  feel  I  fhould  myfelf  be  fo  much  affe&ed  as  not  to  be 
«  able  to  attend  her  at  all.'  Here  Aifcach  made  the  moft  gra- 
cious inclination  with  her  head,  to  (hew  (he  was  fully  fenfiblc  of 
die  compliment.  Could  fuch  a  tranfa£Hon  be  more  delicately 
conducted  in  Europe  ? 

At  Sennaar  we  have  a  lefs  pleafing  Harem  fcene*  The 
queens  flrip  naked,  and  infift  on  the  traveller's  doing  the  feme  v. 
but  no  Aifcach  ]?urft$,  on  his  enraptured  view :  the  breafts  of 
each  hung  down  to  her  knees,  and  one,  the  favourite,  feemed- 
c  next  to  the  elephant  and  rhinoceros,  the  largeft  living  creature  . 
*  I  had  ever  fe;en/  Truly,  Mr.  Dofior,  if/  ou  go  many  fteps 
further,  you  will  oblige  us  to  doubt  how  far  you  have  obferved 
your  reiterated  promifes  to  refpeft  the  ladies  fecrets. 

We  relinquifh  to  our  readers  the  pleafing  tafk  of  following 
the-  author  through  the  great  defert  of  Nubia,  of  admiring  his 
addrefs  and  fortitude,  and  fy m path i fine  with  his  danger  and  dif- 
trefs.  We  fliall  only  indulge  ourfelves  in  one  fhort  extract 
concerning  the  poifonous  wind  of  the  defert : 

c  We  had  no  fponer  got  into  the  plain  than  we  felt  great  fymp- 
toms  of  the  fimoom,  and  about  a  quarter  before  twelve,  our  prifoner 
firft,  and  then  Idris,  cried  out,  '  The  fimoom !  the  fimoom  V  My 
curiofity  would  not  fuffer  me  to  fall  down  without  looking  behind  me* 
About  due  fouih,  a  little  to  the  taft,  I  faw  the  coloured  haze  as  be- 
fore.    It  feemed  now  to  be  rather  lefs  compreiled,  and  to  have  with 

•  it  a  ftiadfe  of  blue.  The  edges  of  it  were  not  defined  as  thofe  of  the 
former,  but  like  a  very  thin  fmoke,  with  about  a  yard  in  the  middle 
tinged  with  thofe  colours.  We  all  fell  upon  our  faces,  and  the 
fimoom  paired  with  a  gentle  ruffling  wind.     It  continued  to  blow  in 

/  this  manner  till  near  three  o'clock;  fo  we  were  all  taken  ill  that  night, 
and  fcarcely  ftrength  was  left  us  to  load  the  camels  and  arrange  the 
baggage.  This  day  one  of  our  camels  died,  partly  ramifhed,  partly 
overcome  with  extreme  fatigue;  fo  that,  incapable  as  we  were  of 
labour,  we  were  obliged,  for  felf-prefervation's  fake,  to  cut  off  thin 
flices  of  the  ftefhy  part  of  the  camel,  and  hang  it  in  fo  many  thongs  \ 
upon  the  trees  all  night,  and  after  upon  the  baggage,  the  fun  dry- 
ing it  immediately,  fo  as  to  prevent  putrefaclion.' 

The  terrible  fancL-fpouts^  or  vortexes  of  fand,  are  ftrongly  painted . 
in  this  part,  which  is,  on  the  whole,  extremely  intereiting. 

It  was  the  10th  of  January,  1773,  when  the  author  arrived 
at  Cairo,  whence  he  was  induced,  by  the  troubles  of  the  coun- 

Sr,  to  proceed  to  Alexandria,  and  at  that  port  to  embark  for 
arfeilles. 

At  the  end  of  this  volume  we  find  a  very  extenfive  table  of 
meteorological  obfervations ;  the  height  of  the  barometer  and 
thermometer,  the  ftate  of  the  winds  and  fky,  are  marked  three' 
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or  four  'tinted  a  day  for  a  confideraMe  part,  arid  fometimes  the 
Whole,  of  every  month,  from  January  1771  to  the  end  of  May 
1772.  This  table,  with  thofe  already  mentioned,  mutt  prove 
very  acceptable  to  the  taeteorologifts,  who  are  now  fo  bufy  in 
various  parts  of  Europe ;  and,  if  they  may  be  depended  upon, 
would  redeem  a  multitude  of  the  fins  of  an  author.  On  this  table 
the  barometer  may  be  obferved  to  have  a  very  confined  range, 
as  in  other  tropical  climates,  and  to  have  very  little  connexion 
with  the  changes  of  the  weather :  the  heat,  during  the  rainy 
feafon  is  very  moderate,  never  in  July  and  Auguft  1771  exceed- 
ing 650,  whereas  in  December,  January,  and  February,  the  - 
mean  temperature  exceeds  this  point,  and  in  March  approaches 
to  8o°,  and  goes  beyond  it.  The  northerly  winds  feem  to  pre- 
VaiJ  very  much  throughout  the  year.  So  temperate  a  climate,  in 
fuch  a  latitude,  is  probably  owing  to  the  mountains,  and  an 
high  Situation.  Arabia,  though  more  to  the  north,  is  much 
more  opprefled  w£th  heat,  even  in  the  hilly  country.  In  Jury 
Niebuhr's  thermometer  was  never  above  850  at  Sana,  and  in 
Tehama  never  below  980.  The  rainy  feafon,  in  the  moun- 
tainous parts  of  Jemen,  correfponds  with  that  in  Abyffinia,  laft- 
ing  from  about  the  middle  of  June  to  near  the  end  of  September. 

The  fifth  volume  contains  the  quinteflence  of  the  author's 
difcoveries,  and  the  chief  fruit  of  his  labours.  We  (hall  firft 
notice  the  three  maps ;  one  of  the  countries  he  traverfed  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Nile  to  its  fource,  with  the  Red  Sea,  and  the 
border  of  Arabia.  Poncet's  wider  track  is  alfo  laid  down.  The 
fecond  gives  a  view  of  the  fource  of  the  Nile ;  and  the  third  il- 
luftrates  his  ingenious  hypothefis  of  Solomon's  traffic :  of  this 
kypothefis  we  have  already  offered  our  opinion. 

The  general  map  might  ferve  to  confirm  Mr.  D'Anville's 
geographical,  reputation,  if  it  wanted  confirmation.  Indeed, 
upon  furveying  the  two  maps,  we  perceive  that,  for  every  ufe- 
ful  purpofe,  D'Anville's  is  abundantly  accurate.  In  Abyffinia 
the  French  geographer  is  nearly  as  particular,  and  the  courfe  of 
the  Nile  is  nearly  the  fame.  Its  fource  is  indeed  confiderably 
more  to  the  north  in  D'Anville ;  and  he  does  not  give  it  a  vi- 
fible  courfe  through  the  lake  pf  Dembea;  in  which  circumftance 
we  will  venture  to  .believe  that  he  is  right,  leaving  the  latter  to 
be  determined  by  future  inquiry.  What  muft  ftrike  every 
reader,  and  will  not  readily  be  forgiven  by  any,  is  the  want  of 
an  analyfis,  or  memorial,  affigning  the  authority  according  to 
which  places  are  laid  down.  The  places  named  as  of  import- 
ance in  the  text,' do  not  all  appear  in  the  maps :  this  inaccuracy 
niay  perhaps  be  placed  to  the  account  of  the  engraver ;  but  one 
tiring  is  evident,  all  the  pofitions,  thofe  which  the  author  vi- 
fited  and  thofe  which  he  did  not,  are  not  equally  certain*   Now, 
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upon  authority  do  the  latter  reft  ?  The  mountains*  for  inftahce,  . 
where  D'Anville  and  Mr*  Bruce  place  the  Garamantica  vallis* 
-are  feeir  in  Mr.  Bruce  to  run  in  a  ftiff,  ftraight  line  along  lati- 
tude ii°,  without  that  variety  and  curvature  which  generally 
occurs  in  nature  :  in  D'Anville  they  do  not  differ  from  the  ge- 
neral analogy  of  ridges,  and  do  not  proceed  fo  far  ea ft  ward. 
An  explanation  of  this,  and  any  other  variations  that  may  oc- 
cur on  comparifon  with  former  rnaps,  will  furely  be  required 
before  a  preference  can  be  given  to  this :  yet  die  author  talks 
(Introduction  to  Vol.  V. )  of  leaving  nothingiunexplained.  We 
hope  thefe  alterations  have  not  been  made  merely  for  the  fake  of 
creating  a  difference  between  Mr.  Bruce  and  D'Anville. 

The  appendix,  befides  the  maps*  prefents  us  with  eighteen 
drawings  of  plants,  fix  of  mammalia,  eight  of  birds,  and  five  of 
mifcellaneous  zoology.  Thefe  engravings  have  a  neat  appear- 
ance, but  are  profefledly  not  fcientific,  though  the  parts  of  fruc- 
tification are  feen  in  forhe  of  the  plants.  Mr.  Bruce  is  of 
opinion  that  drawings  are  more  valuable  for  not  being  made  by 
profeffed  botanifts,  as  if  an  uninftru&ed  eye  was  capable  of 
making  the  moft  accurate  obfervations. 

For  the  firft  engraving  the  author,  though  he  has  omitted  *the 
'  parts  of  fru&ification,  may  expert  the  thanks  of  the  whole  lite- 
rary world.  Its  interefting  fubje£t  is  the  Egyptian  Papyrus  ; 
and  the  confideration  that  fo  flrilnil  a  botanift  as  Sir  Jofeph 
Banks,  as  we  are  affured,  had  no  idea  of  what  this  plant  was 
before  the  author  gave  him  a  fpecimen,  will  enhance  its 
value. 

The  author's  defcription,  without  being  fcientific,  might  have 
been  better*  Among  much  disjointed  and  fuperfluous  remark, 
we  learn  that  the  paper  was  made  from  this  plant  by  laying 
ribbands  of  the  inner  bark  longitudinally,  and  then  others  tranf- 
yerfely:  he  feems  to  judge  rightly  that  the  faccharine  juice 
would  ferve  as  a  gluten.  The  readier  muft  be  careful  not  to 
take  part  of  the  left-hand  figure  for  pinnated  leaves.  This  figure 
is  meant  to  reprefent  a  filament  of  the  Thyrfus.  There  ought 
to  have  been  references. 

We  have  next  two  figures  of  the  Balfam.  In  the  difficulty 
of  affigning  the  ancient  names  to  their  proper  fubje£t,  we  are 
afraid  to  rely  upon  our  author's  hiftorical  dedu&ion.  Different 
vegetables  will  yield  a  balfam  or  fubftance  ^of  a  peculiar  con- 
fidence. According  to  his  account,  three  productions  of  this 
tjee  were  efteemed  by  the  ancients:  I.  Opobalfamum,  the 
greenifh  liquor  in  the  kernel  of  the  fruit ;  a.  Carpo-balfamum, 
or  the  expreffed  liquor  of  the  fruit :  (this  diftin&ion  is  not  very 
clear;  we  fuppofe  fruity  in  the  fecond  cafe,  means  the  outfide 
pulp,  as  in  the  peach,  &c.) ;  3.  Xylo-balfamum,  or  the  expreffion 
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or  deco&ion  of  the  red  twigs*  In  the  next  page  but  one  Opo- 
balfamum  is  faid  to  be  the  liquor  that  flows  from  the  wounded 
tree.  Other  balfams  from  the  new  world  have  depreciated  the 
price  of  this  in  modern  times. 

The  three  next  fpecies  feem  to  be  of  the  family  Mimofa ; 
whether  new  or  not  does  not  appear.  The  Kol -quail  feems  to 
be  a  well-chara&erifed  (purge,  probably,  as  Mr.  Bruce's  friend^ 
obferved.to  him,  the  Euph.  Offic.  in  which  cafe  the  drawing  is 
fuperfluous.  His  arguments  in  fupport  of  the  contrary  opinion 
are  totally  tfTpo^Tiortorf.  We  have  alfo  a  drawing  of  the  Kan- 
tuffa,  or  troublefome  thorn,  noticed  in  a  former  number.  The 
Brucea  Antidyfenterica  is  too  interefting  to  be  pafTed  over*  We 
are  forry  to  be  informed  that  it  has  not  borne  feed  in  our  botanic 
gardens.  As  its  trivial  name  implies,  it  cured  the  author  of  a 
dangerous  difeafe.  The  part  he  took  was  the  bark  of  the  root, 
in  the  quantity  of  an  heaped  tea-fpoonful  every  day.  It  pro- 
duced a  violent  drought  at  firft ;  in  fix  or  feven  days  the  author 
pronounced  himfelf  well.  Its  virtues  are  well  known  in  Sen~ 
naar ;  and  it  were  to  be  wifhed  that  they  could  be  afcertained 
by  European  experience.  Mr.  Bruce  fays  it  is  a  plain,  fimple 
bitter,  without  any  aromatic  or  refinous  tafte. 
<  The  Bankfia  Abyffinica  has  likewife  its  medicinal  virtues  \ 
they  are  thus  defcribed  : 

'  The  Cuflb  is  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  trees,  as  alfo  one  of  the 
mod  ufeful.  It  is  an  inhabitant  of  the  high  country  of  Abyflinia, 
and  indigenous  there ;  I  never  faw  it  in  the  Kolla,  nor  in  Arabia, 
nor  in  any  other  part  of  Afia  or  Africa,  It  is  an  in  (lance  of  the 
wifdom  of  Providence  that  this  tree  does  not  extend  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  difeafe  of  which  it  was  intended  to  be  the  medicine  or 
cure. 

*  The  Abyfliniansof  both  fexes,  and  at  all  ages,  are  troubled  with 
a  terrible  difeafe,  which  cuftom,  however,  has  enabled  them  to  bear 
with  a  kind  of  indifference.  Every  individual,  once  a  month,  eva- 
cuates a  large  quantity  of  worms ;  thefe  are  not  the  tape  worm,  or 
thofe  that  trouble  children,  but  they  are  the  fort  of  worm  called  Af- 
carides ;  and  the  method  of  promoting,  thefe  evacuations  is  by  in- 
filling a  handful  of  dry  CufTo  flowers  in  about  two  Englifh  quarts  of 
bouza,  or  the  beer  they  make  from  teffi  after  it  has  been  fteeped  alt 
night,  the  next  morning  it  is  fit  for  ule.  During  the  time  the  pa- 
tient is  taking  the  Cuflb,  he  makes  a  point  of  being  invisible  to  all 
his  friends,  and  continues  at  home  from  morning  till  night.  Such 
too  was  the  cuftom  of  the  Egyptians  upon  taking  a  particular  medi- 
cine. It  is  alledged  that  the  want  of  this  drug  is  the  reafon  why 
the  Abyflinians  do  not  travel,  or  if  they  do,  moft  of  them  are  ihort- 
jived.'   ' 

We  do  not  guarantee  this  peculiarity  of  conftitution  in  the 
natives  of  Abyflinia,  efpecially  when  we  recollect  how  long 
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Gregory  lived  in  Europe,  that  others  have  been  in  Egypt,  atod ., 
that  probably  Si*  William  Jones  would  have  learned  this  cir- 
cumftance  from  Abram  at  Calcutta. 

The  Teff,  one  of  the  cerealiay  which  chiefly  (Implies  this 
country  with  bread,  clofes  the  vegetable  lift.  The  bread  is 
made  Dy  moiftening  the  Teff  flour  with  water  \  the  mafs  is 
placed  at  feme  diftance  from  a  Are,  till  it  ferments  (is  no  leaven 
ufed  ? ) ;  it  is  then  baked  in  cakes  two  feet  in  diameter.  The 
raw  fieih  is  wrapped  up  in  this  bread,  with  fait  and  Cayenne 
fxpper.  At  a  feaft  many  of  thefe  cakes  are  placed  onet  upon 
another,  the  whiteft  ^uppermoft ;  different  fets  of  people  dine, 
one-  after  another,  and  4  each,  when  .he  has  done,  wipes  his 
c  fingers  on  the  bread  he  is  to  leave  for  his  fucceffor.'  The 
bouza  or  beer,  is  faid  to  be  made  of  teff  bread,  toafted  and  di- 
gefted  in  warm  water  till  it  ferments. 

The  article  Rhinoceros  is  long,  and  will  be  ufeful  to  natu- 
ral ifts.  Mr.  Bruce  is  of  opinion  that  the  Behemoth  ofrfcripture 
16  the  Elephant,  and  the  Unicorn  the  Rhinoceros. 

In  .the  article  Hyaena  he  affumes  a  tone  of  defiance.  He  (hall 
not  wafte  time  in  difcuffing  the  errors  of  others ;  he  (hall  put  it 
in  the  reader's  power  to  reje&  any  of  the  pretended  hyaenas  that 
,  authors  (hall  endeavour  to  impofe  upon  them.  He  allows  not- 
withftanding  that  Buffon's  hyaena  is  of  a. different  fpecies.  Be- 
fore he  fulfils  this  promife,  he  (tops  to  relate  an  anecdote,  in 
which  he  appears  not  lefs  fuperior  to  the  animals  of  Abyffinia 
in  conduit  and  courage  than  he  has  already  proved  himfelf  to 
the  men : 

•  They  were  a  plague  in  Abyffinia  in  every  fitnation,  both  in  the 
city  and  in  the  field,  and  I  think  furpaffed  the  fheep  in  number. 
Gondar  was  full  of  them  from  the  time  it  turned  dark  till  the  dawn 
j  of  day,  feeking  the  different  pieces  of  flaughtered  carcafes  which  this 
cruel  and  unclean  people  expofe  in  the  ftreets  without  burial,  and 
who  firmly  believe  that  thefe  animals  are  Falafha  from  the  neigh- 
bouring mountains,  transformed  by  magic,  and  come  down  to  eat 
human  flefh  in  the  dark  in  fafety.  Many  a  time  in  the  night,  when 
jhe  king  had  kept  me  late  in  the  palace,  and  it  was  not  my  duty  to 
lie  there,  in  going  acrofs  the  fquare  from  the  king's  houfe,  nQt  many 
hundred  yards  diitant,  I  have  been  apprehensive  they  would  bite  me 
in  the  leg.  They  grunted  in  great  numbers  about  me,  though  I  was 
furrounded  with  (everal  armed  men,  who  feldom  paffed  a  night  with- 
out wounding  or  flaughtering  fomeof  them. 

«  One  night  in  Maitfha,  being  very  intent  on  obfervation,  I  heard 
fomething  paG  behind  me  towards  the  bed,  but  upon  looking  round 
could  perceive  nothing.  Having  finifhed  what  I  was  then  about,  I 
went  out -of  my  tent,  refolving  directly  to  return,  which  I  immedi- 
ately did,  when  1  perceived  large  blue  eyes  glaring  at  me  in  the  dark. 
I  called  upon  my  fervant  with  a  light,  and  there  was  the  hyaena  fend- 
ing 
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Ing  nigh  the  head  of  the  bed,  with  two  or  three  large  bunches  of  cau- 
dles in  his  mouth.  To  have  fired  at  him  I  was  in  danger  of  breaking 
my  quadrant,  or  other  furniture ;  and  he  feemed,  by  keeping  the 
candies  fteadily  in  his  mouth,  to  wifh  for  no  other  prey  at  that  time. 
As  his  mouth  was  full,  and  he  had  no  claws  to  tear  with,  I  was  not 
afraid  of  him,  but  with  a  pike  {truck  him  as  near  the  heart  as  I 
could  judge.  It  was  not  till  then  he  (hewed  any  iign  of  fiercenefs ; 
but,  upon  feeling  his  wound,  he  let  drop  the  candles,  and  endea- 
voured to  run  up  the  fhaft  of  the  fpear  to  arrive  at  me,  fo  that,  in 
felf-defence,  I  was  obliged  to  draw  out  a  piftol  from  my  girdle  and 
moot  him,  and  nearly  at  the  fame  time  my  fervant  cleft  his  fkuli 
with  a  battle-ax.' 

The  frequency  of  hyaenas  in  the  Eaft,  and  their  familiarity 
&nd  boldnefs  in  approaching  the  habitations  of  man,  is  a  well- 
attefted  fa£t  in  their  natural  hiftory.  At  Gambrort  they  go  out 
in  the  night,  and  fometimes  fteal  the  children  from  t.he  fide  of 
their  parents  at  the  feafon  the  inhabitants  fleep  in  the  open  air  *. 
Mr.  Bruce's  plate  and  defcription  prefent  the  habit  2nd  manner^ 
of  the  dog  kind.  The  young  afs,  goat,  and  fox,  which  an 
hyaena  confined  by  Mr.  Bruce  eat  up  in  one  night,  fhew  th& 
keennefs  of  this  creature's  appetite. 

v  And  now,  having  entered  fo  largely  into  the  contents,  an<J 
produced  fo  many  fpecimens  of  this  work,  we  may  venture  to 
take  our  final  leave  of  it.  That  it  was  a  work  of  great  expec- 
tation was  evident  from  the  general  fermentation  its  firft  apT 
pearance  excited  among  readers.  That  thofe  expectations  have 
been  much  difappointed,  notwithstanding  the  favourable  pre* 
poffeflion  the  teftimonies  which  we  produced  in  our  firft  number 
as  proving  that  Mr.  Bruce  had  actually  vifited  Abyffinia,  and 
been  well  received  there,  is  what  we  have  already  bad  occafion 
to  intimate.  We  truft  we  have  not  cenfured  the  author  un* 
jqftly;  and  if  a  fincere  wifh  to  receive  much  I'lftmc-uon  and 
entertainment  can  be  any  fecurity  to  an  author  arainft  the  ma- 
levolence fo  often  imputed  to  namelefs  reviewers,  we  are  con- 
fcious  of  having  felt  this  favourable  difpofition  in  its  full  force. 
We  even  did  violence  to  our  feelings,  till  irrefiftible  evidence 
obliged  us  to  refign  the  pleafing  illufion  that  a  new  mine  of 
knowledge  had  been  opened  to  the  curiofity  of  an  enlightened 
age.  It  remains  only  that  we  fum  up,  in  a  few  words,  our  opi- 
nion of  the  work  and  its  author. 

i.  The  prominent  and  offenfive  feature  of  thefe  travels  is,  an 
oftentatious  difplay  of  the  author.  Pages  upon  pages  -are  def- 
tined  to  no  other  purpofe  than  to  fhew  how  fuperior  he  is  in 
poolnefs,  in  capacity,  smd  cpurage,  %o  an  Arab  or  Abyflinian. 


*  Niebuhr,  Defer,  p,  167. 
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That  vanity  which  always  adheres  to  man,  ,and  finds  an  abode 
in'the  moft  uncultivated  minds,  lowers  its  creft  at  his  approach  ; 
and  the  favages  acknowledge  a  prefent  hero.  The  Abyffinians, 
in  compliment  to  Mr.  Bruce's  probity  and  veracity,  are  for  ever 
calling  themfelves  liars  and  deceivers.  The  paflages  upon  which 
we  found  this  cenfure  are  fo  numerous,  that  one  half  probably, 
or  more,  of  thefe  bulky  quartos  would  difappear  if  they  were 
removed. 

2.  The  countries  they  defcribe  are,  for  many  different  rea- 
fons,  fo  interefting,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  imperfectly  known 
to  Europeans,  that  no  one  can  be  furprifed  at  the  controverfie* 
which  have  been  carried  on  concerning  them.  Our  author  un- 
luckily felt  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  decide  feveral  of  thefe 
queftions.  Here  his  quotations  are  fo  inaccurate,  his  terms  (b 
ill-defined,  and  his  mode  of  difcuffion  fo  loofe,  as  to  render  it 
not  fo  difficult  to  reply  to  his  arguments,  as  painful  to  lay  hold 
of  them  and  compare  them  with  the  point  in  queftion. 

3.  Iii  the  compofition  of  hiftory  it  would  be  inareafonable  to 
expect  one,  who  has  fpent  fo  much  of  his  life  in  barbarous 
countries,  and  fituations  where  ftudy  was  impracticable,  to 
excel.  We  only  wifh  that  the  public  had  been  prefented  with 
a  naked  and  unadorned  translation  of  the  Abyffinian  annals,  with 
a  particular  account  of  the  originals. 

4.  Notwithftanding  the  many  and  great  imperfections  of  his 
travels,  we  cannot  help  feeling  high  refpect  both  for  the  enter- 
prifing  fpirit  and  the  capacity  of  the  author  of  them.  To  form 
the  plan  of  fuch  a  peregrination  required  a  comprehenfive  un- 
derftanding  \  and  the  active  curiofity  which  feems  fo  have  ani- 
mated him  at  all  times,  is  inconfiftent  with  fluggifh  and  feeble 
powers.  Single  fentiments  too,  of  great  force  and  originality, 
difperfed  over  the  work,  and  not  eafy  to  be  detached,  feem  to 
dart  from  an  energetic  mind.  The  nnmber  of  languages  of 
which  he  has  colle&ed  fpecimens ;  his  attention  to  geography, 
to  meteorology,  to  zoology,  and  botany,  though  he  candidly 
profefles  himfelf  no  proficient  in  thefe  two  laft  fciences;  imply 
a  ftrong  defire  of  ufing  the  opportunities  he  enjoyed  fo  as  to 
deferve  well  of  mankind.  Many  of  the  moft  defirable  qualities 
a  traveller  can  pofTefs  feem  therefore  to  be  united  in  Mr.  Bruce. 
Yet,  by  fome  fatality,  the  fruit  which  the  public  might  have  de- 
rived from  his  enterprises  has  been  in  great  meafure  intercepted. 
The  undue  influence  of  a  mifplaced  vanity,  and  a  powerful  ima- 
gination, has  fo  diftofted  his  reprefentations,  that  they  appear 
commonly  unfaithful^  and  many  times  highly  ridiculous.  That 
he  has  ever  written  what  he  believed  to  be  falfe,  is  too  harfh  and 
illiberal  a  fuppofition  to  be  admitted  for  a  moment ;  yet  we  have 
as  clear  evidence  almoft  as  the  nature  of  the  thing  will  admit, 

that 
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that  &e  mirror  he  holds  up  does  not  refleft  the  image  of  nature. 
It  may  even  fometimes,  perhaps,  be  pradticable  to  divine  the 
manner  in  which  he  has  been  deceived.  He  might  hear,  for 
inftance,  from  the  natives,  that  the  ftream  of  the  Nile  tra- 
verfed  the  feven  leagues  of  the  lake  of  Dembea,  and  too  eafily 
have  taken  it'  for  certain.  In  the  affair  of  pyramidal  mountains 
(landing  on  their  points,  could  not  fome  optical  fallacy  have 
furprifed  his  judgment?  We  can  eafily  conceive  the  union  of 
ftriift  veracity  with  100  quick  an  imagination ;  and  how  a  rjian, 
incapable  of  inventing  falfehoods,  may  yet  be  defirous  of  behold* 
ing  miracles,  arjd  at  the  fame  time  careful  not  to  (Jeftroy  the  il- 
lufion  by  too  fcrupulous  an  examination. 

We  ventured,  in  our  number  for  July,  to  queftion  his  accpunt 
of  Dr.  Woide  being  fent  to  Paris  to  tranflate  the  prophecies  of 
Enoch,  as  fopn  a?  it  was  known  in  England  that  Mr.  Bruce 
had  prefented  a  copy  to  the  king's  library  there.  Inquiry  has 
confirmed  our  doubts.  From  very  crediWe  authority  we  her 
lieve  the  matter  to  have  been  nearly  thus :  Dr.  Woide  was  at  ' 
Paris  for  the  fake  of  examining  Coptic  manufcripts.  It  was 
fuggefted  to  him,  or  he  imagined,  that  an  Abyffinian  language 
ipight  contain  fome  Coptic  words.  He  was  therefore  induced 
to  look  Jnto  Mr.  Bruce's  manufcript,  and  had  fome  part  tranr 
fcribed,  but  never  conceived  the  defign  of  tranflating  it,  Mr. 
Bruce  might  hear  ateport  in  which  Dr.  Woide  andjiis  manur 
fcript  were  named  together :  his  fqnfe  of  his  own  importance, 
confpiring  with  his  inaccuracy,  might  lead  him  to  imagine  that 
Dr.  Woide  went  over  to  tranflate  it,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Now,  if  in  what  relates  to  Abyfiinia,  a  {lender  outline '  of 
truth  has  been  filled  pp  with  fuch  colouring,  from  fuch  caufes, 
it  is  indeed  true  that  Mr.  Bruce's  narrative  will  not  deferve  to 
be  branded  with  the  infamy  due  to  deliberate  falfehood ;  but  the 
reader  who  trufts  it  implicitly  will  be  juft  as  much  deceived  a$ 
if  it  did. 

If,  after  the  difepprobatien  we  have  expreffed  of  his  work, 
this  high-fpirited  traveller  would  condefcend  to  liften  to  a  fug- 
geftion  of  ours,  he  might  frill  perhaps  communicate  that  infor- 
mation which  his  prefent  publication  will  not  fupply  to  the 
learned  world.  We  could  wifh  that  he  would  .try  to  recover  the 
rough  draught  of  his  travels ;  that  he  would  flate  the  grounds 
of  his  affertions,  and  tell  us  what  he  touched  and  handled ;  what 
he  faw  near,  ^vhat  at  a  diftartce ;  and  what  he  qnly  gathered 
from  report.  ,  We  have  already  faid  that  we  at  once  beiieve4 
his  account  of  the  cuftom  of  eating  living  flefh  in  Abyffinia. 
This  he  could  not  be  deceived  in.  If  it  be  falfe,  it  muil  be  fo 
intentionally.  *  But  tell  us,  did  you  navigate  the  lake  and 
*"  trace  the  current  of  the  Nile  through  it  ?    Was^you  clofe  to 
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c  the  ftrange  pyramidal  mountains?    Did  you  examine  them 
<fcrupuloufly?>      '  - 

Such  a  ftaternent  would  be  more  inftru&ive  than  the  ptefent1 
pofitive,  inconfiftent,  and  fometimes  contradi&ory  narrative.1 
What  is  not  of  the  leaft  confequence,  it  would  have  occupied 
lefe  fpace,  and  thus  recommended  itfelf  more  effe&ually  td  the 
public  and  to  reviewers. 


Art.  VIf  The  CHrurgical  Works  of  Pemvall  Pott,  F<  R.S, 
Surgeon  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hofpital.  A  new  Edition,  with 
his  laji  Corrections.  To  which  are  added,  a  Jhort  Account  of  the 
Life  of  the  Author,  a  Method  of  curing  the  Hydrocele  by  Injedion, 
and  Occajional  Notes  and  Obfervations.  By  James  Marie,  Efq. 
Surgeon  Extraordinary  to  his  Majeflfs  Houfehotd,  and  Surgeon  ta 
St.  Bartholomew's  Hofpital.  8vo.  £  vols,  \\.  is.  boards, 
Johnfdn.    London,  1790. 

'TPHIS  edition  of  Mr.  Pott's  works  is  Introduced  tQ  the 
■*  public  with  much  advantage.  It  has,  we  are  told*  re- 
ceived the  author's  lateft  corrections,  and  been  fubmitted,  ,in  its 
progrefs  through  the  prefs,  to  the  care  of  his  fon-iri-law,  wha 
feems  to  have  difcharged  the  part  of  an  editor  with  great 
attention. 

The  different  traits  of  which  thefe  volumes  confift  are  al- 
ready well  known  to  chirurgical  readers,  and  ftand  in  need  of  no 
encomiums  to  enfure  to  them  a  favourable  reception.  Moft  of 
them  are  written  or.  fubje&s  of  acknowledged  importance;  and 
the  pra£llee  which  they  recommend  is  frequently  different  from 
what  had  been  previoufly  in  common  ufe* 

In  the  biographical  narrative  prefixed  to  the  work,  Mr.  Earle 
has  not  6n\y  related  the  principal  incidents  in  the  author's  life^ 
but  gives  a  fummary  account  of  the  various  treatifes,  in  the 
Cfder  in  which  they  were  publifhed.  It  may  not  prove  unin- 
terefting  to  our  reader?  to  follow  hini  through  fome  parts  of  the 
itarrative. 

Mr.  Pott  was  born  in  London,  on  the  26th  of  December, 
1713,  Of  what  bufinefs  or  profeffion  his'  father  was,  we  are 
not  informed ;  but  he  married  the  widow  of  Mr.  Houblon,  foh 
of  Sir  Jacob  Houblon;'  and  in  1717  left  her  again  a  widow,  with 
means  very  inadequate  for  the  fupport  of  herfelf  and  their  only 
child,  \yhen  feven  years  old,  young  Percivall  was  fent  to  a  pri-, 
vate  fchool  at  Dame  in  Kent.  He  fhewed  very  early  a  ftrong 
propenfity  to  the  profeffion  of  furgery ;  and  in  1729  was  bound 
an  apprentice  to  Mr.  Nourfe,  one  of  the  furgeons  of  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's Hofpital.  In  1736,  at  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
.•'-•■/.*••     *  •  having 
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having  finMhed  his  apprenticefhip,  he  immediately  applied  him* 
felf  to  bufinefs,  which  he  pra&ifed  with  great  fuccefs.  In  1 744-5 
be  was  ele&ed  an  affiftant-furgeon,  and  in  1749  appointed  one 
of  the  principal  furgeons  of  St.  Bartholomew's  hofpital.,  On 
the  death  of  his  mother,  which  happened  in  1746,  he  married 
die  daughter  of  Robert  Cruttenden,  Efq.  We  have  extra&ed 
the  following  incident  in  his  life,  as  it  affords  fome  examples 
which  may  be  ufeful.in  practice : 

'  In  the  year  1756  an  accident  befell  Mr.  Pott ;  which,  though  of 
little  confequence  in  ifrelf,  yet,  as  it  difplays  the  vigour  and  firmnefk 
of  his  mind,  and  feems  to  have  had  considerable  influence  on  his  fu* 
tore  life,  deferves  to  be  recorded  in  this  place.  ,  As  he  was  riding  in 
Kent-Street,  Southwark,  he  was  thrown  from  his  horfe,  and  fuiFered 
a  compound  fradure  of  the  leg,  the  Done  being  forced  through  the 
integuments.  Confcious  of  the  dangers  attendant  on  fra&ures  of  thii 
nature,  and  thoroughly  aware  how  much  they  may  be  increafed  by 
rough  treatment,  or  improper  pofition,  he  would  not  fuffer  himfelf  ) 
to  be  moved  until  he  had  made  the  neceflary  difpofitions.  He  feitf 
to  Weftminfter,  then  the  neareft  place,  for  two  chairmen,  to  bring' 
their  poles ;  and  patiently  lay  on  the  cold  pavement,  it  being  the 
middle  of  January,  till  they  arrived.  In  this  Situation  he  purchased 
a  door,  to  which  he  made  them  nail  their  poles.  When  all  was  ready, 
Jie  caufed  himfelf  to  be  laid  on  it,  and  was  carried  through  South-, 
wark,  over  London-Bridge,  to  Watling- Street,  near  St.  Paul's,  where 
he  had  lived  for  fome  time — a  tremendous  diftance  in  fuch  a  ftate  J 
1  cannot  forbear  remarking,  that  on  fuch  occasions  a  coach  is  too 
frequently  employed,  the  jolting  motion  of  which,  with  the  un- 
avoidable aukwardnefs  of  pofition,  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  in 
and  out,  caufe  a  great,  and  often  a  fatal  aggravation  of  the  mifchief. 
At  a  confutation  of  furgeons,  the  cafe  was  thought  fo  defperate  as  to 
require  immediate  amputation.  Mr.  Pott,  convinced  that  no  one 
could  be  a  proper  judge  in  his  own  cafe,  fubmitted  to  their  opinion ; 
and  the  inftruments  were  actually  got  ready,  when  Mr.  No^urfe,  who 
had  been  prevented  from  coming  fooner,  fortunately  entered  the 
room.  After  examining  the  limb,  he  conceived  there  was  a  poffibi- 
lity  of  preferving  it ;  an  attempt  to  fave  it  was  acquiefced  in,  and 
Succeeded.  This  cafe,  which  Mr.  Pott  fometimes  referred  to,  was  a  ' 
ftrong  inftance  of  the  great  advantage  of  preventing  the  infinuation 
of  air  into  the  wound  of  a  compound  fradure ;  and  it  probably  would 
not  ha.ve  ended  fo  happily,  if  the  bone  had  not  made  its  e*it,  or  ex- 
ternal opening,  at  a  diffence  from  the  fra&ure ;  fo  that,  when  it  wa$ 
returned  into  the  proper  place,  a  fort  of  valve  was  formed,  which 
excluded  air.  Thus  no  bad  fyraptom  enfued,  but  the  wound  healed* 
in  fome  meafure,  by  the  firft  intention.' 

Soon  after  this  accident  Mr.  Pott  appeared  as  an  author,  and 
publifhed  his  treatife  upon  Ruptures.  In  1757  he  wrote  an  ac- 
count of  the  Hernia  Congenita,  a  complaint  not  then  well  un- 

(derftood.    Dr.  William  Hunter,  the  celebrated  anatomift,  who 
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WJ«  engaged  in  the  fame  purfuit,  inferted  a  paper  in  the  Medical 
Commentaries,  claiming  a  priority  in  the  difcovery.  The  edir 
'tor,  who  avoids  entering  into  the  merits  of  a  difpute  which  is 
now  nearly  forgotten,  obferves  that  Mr,  Pott's  reply  was.  in- 
ferted in  the  fecond  edition  of  his  treatife  on  Ruptures,  and  is 
Written  with  elegance  and  urbanity  i 

His  obfervations  pn  the  Fiftula  Lachrymalis  appeared  in 
1758.  In  this  treatife  he  explains  the  fituation,  describes  the 
various  appearances  of  the  difeafe,  and  Amplifies  the  method  of 
cure.  His  arguments,  Mr.  Earle  remarks,  were  the  principal 
caufe  of  difcontinuing  the  operation  by  the  a&ual  cautery,  which 
had  been  practifed  and  recommended  by  Mr.  Chefelden. 

In  1760  was  produced  his  elaborate  performance  on  the  Na- 
ture and  Confequences  of  Wounds  and  Contufions  of  the  Head, 
Fraftures  of  the  Skull,  Concuflions  of  the  Brain,  &c.  in  which, 
with  a  perfpicuity  till  then  unknown,  he  feparates  and  arranges 
the  fymptoms  or  each  particular  fpecies  of  injury,  unfolds  the 
caufes  and  fituation  of  mifchief,  and  points  out  the  moft  probable 
means  pf  relief.  / 

In  1762  he  publiihed  Practical  Remarks  on  the  Hydrocele^ 
and  fome  other  difeafes  of  the  Teftis,  its  coats  and  veffels,  iK- 
luftrated  with  cafes  ;  being  a  fuppiement  to  his  general  Treatife 
on  Ruptures. 

In  1764  Mr.  Pott  was  ele&ect  a  Fello^v  of  the  Royal  So- 
ciety; when  he  prefented  them  with  a  curious  and  uncommon 
cafe  nf  a  hernia  of  the  urinary  bladder,  including  a  ftone,  which 
is  inferred  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfaftions,  Vol.  LIV. 

The  fiilula  in  ano  next  attracted  the  notice  of  this  zealous 
improver  of  furgery.  The  nature  of  this  complaint,  as  the 
-biographer  obferves,  had  been  much  miftaken,  and  the  opera? 
tions  for  its  relief  were  confequently  injudicious,  extremely  fe* 
vere,  and  deftru£Hve  of  the  parts  which  they  were  intended  to 
relieve.  Mr.  Pott's  method  of  reafoning  on  this  fubjeft  is  clear, 
ingenious,  and  conclufive. 

In  1768  he  produced  a  new  edition  of  his  book  on  the  Inju- 
ries to  which  the  Head  is  liable  from  external  Violence,  acr 
companied  with  General  Remarks  on  Fracftures  and  Diflo- 
cations. 

The  hydrocele  again  employing  his  thoughts,  in  1772  he  pubr 
lifhed  his  improved  method  ofcpaffing  the  feton,  fo  as  not  to  rub 
or  injure  the  gland  in  its  paflage.  With  this  fubjeft  Mr.  Pott 
took  great  pains ;  and  we  are  told  he  never  was  perfectly  fatifr 
fied  with  what  he  had  done  in  it.  In  1775  he  publiflied  Chi- 
rurgical  Obfervations  relative  to  the  Cataract,  the  Polypus  of  the 
Nofe,  the  Cancer  of  the  Scrotum,  the  different  Kinds  of  Rup- 
tures, and  the  Mortification  of  the  Toes  and  Feet,  which 
3  '  ;  were 
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were  unquestionably  valuable  additions  to  his  former  publi- 
cations. 

In  1779  Mr*  Pott  publifhed  his  Remarks  on  that  kind  of  paHy 
of  the  limbs  which  is  often  found  to  accompany  a  particular  cur- 
vature of  the  fpinp  ;  and  produced  farther  remarks  on  the  fame 
fubjecT:  in  1783.  This  valuable  treatife  was  the  laft  of  his  lite* 
rary  productions.  We  find,  however,  that  he  meditated  an  ad- 
ditional publication  >  but  haying:  caught  a  fever  by  vifiting  a 
patient  about  twenty  miles  from  London,  in  fevere  weather,  he 
died  on  the  22d  of  December,  1788,  foon  after  he  had  completed 
the  feventy-fifth  year  of  his  age. 

The  notes  and  obfervationS  in  this  edition  of  Mr.  Pott's  works 
are  not  numerous,  but  they  everywhere  bear  evident  marks  of 
judgment  and  propriety. 


Art.  VII.       The  Spanijh  Pretentions  fairly  difcujfed.      By  J. 
Dalrymple.     8vo.    is.     Elmfly.     London,  1790. 

*\/f  R. Dalrymple,  after  refuting,  from  the  hiftory  of  naviga- 
.-*•**  tors,  the  claim  which  the  Spaniards  have  formerly  pre- 
ferred to  the  Magallanic  (commonly  Magellanic)  regions,  pro- 
ceeds to  examine  their  pretenfions  on  the  north-weft  of  America* 
He  obferves  that  it  may  be  difficult  to  afcertain  exactly  how  far 
the  Spaniards  had  failed  on  the  weft  coaft  of  America  before  Sir 
Francis  Drake,  in  the  year  1579  ;  becaufe  the  Arcana  del  Mar ey 
publifhed  at  Florence  in  166  j,  fays  that  fome  maps  had  mifre- 
presented  Cape  Mendocino  to  be  in  500  north  latitude,  which 
the  Spanifh  pilots  and  Sir  Francis  Drake  concurred  in  placing 
in  the  latitude  of  400  north ;  and  therefore  a  question  may 
arife,  Whether  *he  Spaniards  ever  reached  the  latitude  of  440 
degrees  north  ?  beyond  which,  it  does  not  appear  from  Herrera, 
they  had  pretended  ever  to  have  navigated.  Abraham  Ortelius, 
, Mr.  Dalrymple  farther  obferves,  the  King  of  Spain's  geographer, 
in  the  map  of  America  in  1574,  declares  thofe  regions  to  be"' 
unknown.  The  laft  place  marked  in  this  map  is  Tuchano  in 
Quivira,  about  450  north  latitude.  Quivira,  however,  was  a 
land  difcovery,  and  confequently  ill  determined. 

Sir  prancis  Drake,  continues  our  author,  difcovered  this  coaft 
in  I579>  to  the  latitude  of  480  north  at  leaft  ;  and  not  only  th$ 
Arcano  del  Mare?  and  Le  Clerc's  map  in  1602,  but  almoft  all 
maps,  particularly  thofe  of  the  French  geographers,  M.  de  Lifle 
in  1700,  and  M.  Robert  de Vaugondy  in  1750,  name  this  part 
New  Albion,  from  Sir  Francis  Drake's  difcovery. 

Mr.'Dalrympta  next  obferves  that,  from  the  time  of  Sir  Fran- 
cis Drake,  no  circumftantial  and  authentic  documents  have  been 
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laid  before  the  public,  of  voyages  on  this  coaft,  till  that  of  &4 
Spaniards  in'^775;  in  which  they  examined  feveral  harbours  in 
latitude  550  to  580  north,  but  vifited  no  part  of  the  coaft  between 
480  and  550  north  latitude ;  fo  that  the  firft  public  and  authentic 
description  of  Nootka,  or  King  George's  Sound,  in  49°!  north 
latitude,  and  the  parts  adjacent,  was  given  to  the  world  in  Cap- 
tain Cook's  laft  voyage,  in  1778.  Were  the  difpute,  therefore, 
between  Great-Britain  and  Spain  to  be  determined  by  arguments 
drawn  from  geographical  hiftory,  the  right  would  be  found  to 
be  clearl?  on  the  fide  of  the  former;  and  occupancy  alone,  in 
all  fuch  controverfies,  is  the  eftabliflied  rule  by  which  the  queftion 
of  right  can  ever  be  juftly  determined. 


Art.  Vfll.  An  -bi/ierical  Devehpement  of  the  prefent  poUtked 
Conjiitution  of  the1  Germanic  Empire*  By  John  Stephen  Putter^ 
Privy  Counfellor  of  Jujlice,  Ordinary  Profeffor  of  Laws  in  the 
Vmverfity  of  Gottingen,  Member  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at 
Berlin,  &c.  Ttdnflated  from  the  German*,  with  Notes,  and  0 
comparative  View  of  the  Revenues,  Population,  Forces,  &c>  of 


3  vols.  il.  is.  boards.,   Payne  and  Son.    London,  1790, 


A  Knowledge  of  the  constitution  of  Germany  is  at  all  time* 
***■  defirable  to  thofe  who  would  be  acquainted  with  what  con* 
items  the  raoft  extenfive  political  aflbciation  in  Europe  j  but  it 
is  perhaps  particularly  interefting  at  the  prefent  period,  during  a 
vacancy  in  the  imperial  throne.  Whether  Mr.  Putter's  ample 
qualifications  for  the  execution  of  a  work  on  this  fubje&  would 
tiave  leA  him  fpontaneoufly  to  perform  it,  we  are  not  authorised 
to  determine.  Happily,  however,  he  has  been  induced  to  the 
Undertaking  at  the  inftance  of  an  illuftrious  perfonage,  whoje 
resell  for  that  purpofe,  it  may  well  be  imagined,  could  not  but 
prove  irrefiftible.  We  are  informed  that  the  work  was  written 
at  the  exprefi  defire  of  our  moft  gracious  Queen.  Her  majefty 
expreflfed  a  with  to  the  author,  whofe  fame  as  a  public  lawyer; 
flie  knew  to  be  great,  that  he  would  compofe  a  book  *  which 
c  might;  ferve  to  convey  a  juft  idea  of  the  prefent  conftitution  of 
1  Gzvmwy,  in  the  manner  of  a  hiftoryj  but  at  the  fame  time 
*  mqre  with  refpeft  to  the  modern  than  preceding  times.9  Her 
majefty's  defire  was  communicated  to  the  author  in  May  1785, 
and  in  the  month  of  March  of  the  following  year  the  original 
edition  of  the  prefent  work  was  pijblifhed* 

Mr. 
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.  Mr.  Putter  fets  out  .with  giving  an  account  of  the  ftate  of, 
Germany  from  the  earlieft  times  down  to  the  fifth  century.  The . 
moft  credible  information  on  thisfubje&,  and  for  which  we  are 
indebted  to  the  Greek  arid  Roman  hiftorians,  occurs  about  an 
hundred  and  fourteen  years  before  the  Chriftian-  era,  when  the 
Romans  were  attacked  by  the  Cimbri,  and  other  nations  of 
Germany,  on  the  borders  of  Ulyria.  At  that  time,  however, 
thofe  nations  appear  to  have  led  a  wandering  life,  and  devoted 
themfelves,  like  the  Tartars,  entirely  to  the  chafe  and  pafture. 
According  to  Tacitus,  the  various  nations  of  Germany  were 
diftinguifhed  into  four  principal  divifion6,  the  names  of  which 
were,  the  Marfi,  Gambrivi,  Suevi,  and  Vandali,  the  laft  of 
whom  became  moft  confpicuous  by  the  fhare  they  had  in  the  fub- 
verfion  of  the  Roman  empire. 

The  author  next  gives  a  fummary  recital  of  the  religious  opi- 
nions of  the  ancient  Germans,  with  the  hiftory  of  the  Chriftian 
religion  in  the  countries  contiguous  to  the  Rhine  and  Danube, 
and  the  firft  appearance  of  the  hierarchy,  in  the  precedency 
granted  to  the  bifhops  and  aflemblies  of  the  church.  Before  the 
time  of  Conftantine,  principally'  in  the  eaftern  part  of  his  do~ 
minions,  it  was  ufual  for  feveral  biftiops  to  meet  at  different 
times,  to  hold  a  confultation  on  the  common  concerns  of  their 
churches,  or  aflemblies  of  the  dhurch,  as  they  were  called  ((y- 
nods  or  councils),  fometimes  of  an  extenfive,  and  fometimes  a 
narrower  diftrid.  Of  aflemblies  of  this  kind,  which  were  tlje 
origin  of  the  councils,  afterwards  fo  frequently  held,  under  the 
papal  authority,  we  meet  with  one  in  the  year  314,  at  Aries,  ia 
Provence,  and  another  at  Nicaea  in  325. 

In  the  fourth  chapter  the  hiftorian  traces  the  origin  and  firft 
progrefe  of  the  Frankifli  monarchy,  by  the  conquefts  of  Clovis 
in  Gaul,  and  its  extenfion,  in  Germany,  over  Thuringia  and 
other^iftri&s.  This  prince,  the  fon  of  Childeric,  unexpectedly 
ventured  to  take  the  command  of  a  part  of  the  nation  of  Franks* 
His  firft  undertaking  was  an  expedition  again  ft  the  Romans* 
Whom  he  defeated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Soiflbns,  when  Jte 
took  poffeflion  of  that  part  of  Gaul  which  the  Vifigoths  and 
-Burgundians  had  left  to  the  Romans.  This  was  the  foundation 
of  a  new  monarchy,  which,  after  his  deceafe,  was  inherited  by 
his  fons  and  pofterity,  and  has  continued  ever  finc6,  only  divided 
fry  the  two  crowns  of  France  and  Germany. 

From  the  earlieft  period  of  the  Frankifli  monarchy,  every 
country  whifch  before  formed  a  feparate  nation,  had  its  own  par- 
tteular  duke,  whom  the  king  confidered  as  chieftain  over  the 
people,  and  who,  in  time  of  war,  commanded  the  whole  army 
of  the  country.  There  was  of  courfe  a  diftin&ion  between  thojje 
countries  which  fuhmitted  unconditionally,  and  fuch  as  yielded 
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to  the  Frankilh  fceptre  uf>on  certain  terms.  It  is  probable,  there- 
fore, that  one  duke  might  have  had  more  power  than  another, 
and  that  in  fome  countries  the  title  might  hare  been  hereditary  ; 
whereas,  in  general,  every  duke  was  appointed  as  a  chieftain, 
during  the  king's  pleafure,  dependent »on  the  crown.  From  this 
period,  had  no  revolution  intervened,  we  might  derive  the  foun- 
dation of  the  prefent  Angular1  conftitution  of  the  Germanic  em- 
pire, divided,  as  jt  now  is,  into  fo  many  countries,  each  of  which 
has  its  own  particular  lord :  but  the  fequel  of  our  author's  nar- 
rative ftews  that  very  different  revolutions  have  taken  place  with 
refpe£t  to  the  Germanic  dukedoms,  and  contributed  to  eftablifli 
the  conftitution  in-  its  prefent  form.  From  the  fame  period* 
however,  we  may  certainly  derive  the  origin  of  the  feudal  fyftem, 
which  has  fince  had  fo  much  influence  on  the  conftitution  ot every" 
ftate  in  Europe. 

Our  author's  account  of  the  tranfa£Hons  of  this  period  is  too 
concife  to  give  a  full  idea  of  its  political  hiftory;  but  he  men- 
tions, in  general  terms,  all  the  principal  events  in  the  monarchy, 
efpecially  fuch  as  tended  to  introduce  any  change  or  improve- 
ment in  the  Germanic  conftitution.  In  the  time  to  which  we* 
allude  occurs  the  total  fall  of  the  Merovingian  race,  and  the  ac- 
ceffion  of  Pepin  to  the  throne.  The  reign  of  his  fony  Charfe-* 
magne,  is  a  fplendid  period  in  hiftory.  In  the  perfon  of  thi*' 
celebrated  prince  was  revived  the  title  of  Roman  Emperor;  an* 
account  of  which  incident  is  related  in  the  following  extract; 

*  One  of  the  mod  important  events  of  Charlemagne's  life  hap- 
pened  towards  the  encl  of  the  eighth  century,  when  the  dignity  of 
Roman  Emperor,  which  had  been  extinct  fince  the  year  476  at  Rome, 
and  only  continued  at  Conftantinople  with  the  eaftern  part  of  the  em- 
pire, was  revived  in  his  perfon  ;  an  event  which  undoubtedly  laid  the 
bafis  of  the  imperial  dignity's  being  at  prefent  annexed  to  Germany. 

*  Charlemagne',  it  is  true,  had  already,  in  the  character  of  Roman 
Patrician,  undertaken  to  protect  the  city  of  Rome,  and  the  Catholic 
church ;  but  the  fovereignty  of  the  city  itill  properly  belonged  to  the 
Court  of  Conftantinople.  From  thence,  however,  for  a  long  time, 
there  had  been  nothing  either  to  be  hoped  or  feared.  The  firft  ftep 
the  Romans  ventured  on  was  in  the  year  796,  when  they  made  a  fo- 
lemn  delivery' of  the  ftandard  of  the  town  to  Charlemagne,  who  wa^ 
$hen  in  Italy,  and  thereby  refigned  the  government.  Notwith {land- 
ing this,  the  former  dominion  of  the  Greek  imperial  court  was  not 
wholly  aboliftied,  as  the  title  of  Patrician,  under  which  Charlemagne 
exerrifed  his  rights,  feemed  to  convey  the  idea  of  a  certain  depen* 
dence  on  the  proper  Roman  emperors ;  but  there  needed  only  a  year 
Or  two  to  elapfe  before  an  opportunity  was  likely  to  offer  of  profecot- 
ing  thofe  fteps  which  had  once  been  hazarded. 

*  This  ppportunity  prefented  itfelf  in  the  month  of  April  799* 
when  Pope  jleo  the  Third  was  attacked  by  fame  confpirators  in  a 
proceffion  at  Rome ;  but  was  then  refcued,  that  he  might  take  refuse 
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In  Charlemagne*  whom  he,  for  that  reafon,  personally  vifited  at  Pa- 
derbonu  Charlemagne  at  firft  fent  fome  bifhops  and  counts,  as  com- 
miflioners,  to  Rome,  previously  to  examine  the  affair*  He  Toon 
afterwards  went  himfelf,  and  on  the  1 5th  of  December  of  the  year 
800  held  a  public  tribunal  in  St.  Peter's  church  ;  the  event  of  which 
was,  that  Leo,  upon  his  declaring  in  the  moft  foleun  manner,  upon 
oath,  that  he  was  innocent,  was  acquitted  of  all  the  crimes  and  ac- 
cufations  alledged  againft  him,  and  his  opponents  and  accufers  ba-  . 
niflied.  Ten  days  after  this  followed  the  feaft  of  Chriftmas,  when 
Leo  himfelf  performed  the  fervice  in  the  church.  As  Charlemagne 
was  on  his  knees  before  him  at  the  altar,  Leo,  quite  unexpectedly, 
placed  a  crown  upon  his  head,  and  exclaimed,  Vi<vat  Caroks  Itnpe- 
rator  Auguftus  /  which  was  immediately  re-echoed  with  joyful  accla- 
mations from  every  part  of  the  church*  Charlemagne  at  Jaft  recon- 
ciled himfelf  to  this  furprife,  and^from  that  period  prefixed  the 
title  of  Roman  Emperor  to  his  former  title  of  King  of  the  Franks 
and  Lombards.' 

By  this  nomination  Charlemagne  became  independent  fove- 
reign  of  the  city  of  Rome  and  its  dominions ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  which  the  revival  of  the  dig- 
nity could  comprehend  on  the  part  of  the  Romans,  and  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  it  from  the  other  nations  and  ftates  which  then 
exifted.  But  our  author  juftly  obferves  that  thofe  countries 
which  had  Once  been  legally  feparated  from  the  ancient  Roman 
empire*  could  not  be  included  in  this  inveftment.  Many  of 
them,  however,  were  already  in  Charlemagne's  poffeffion,  as 
king  of  the  Franks  and  Lombards.  In  the  time  of  Charle- 
magne, continues  the  hiftorian,  certainly  no  one  imagined  that 
his  Frankifti  dominion,  or  the  prefent  country  of  Germany,  was 
converted  into  the  Roman  empire  by  his  adopting  the  title,  oc 
connected  with  it  on  the  footing  of  an  actual  union.  Although 
Charlemagne,  in  affairs  perhaps  which  concerned  the  govern^ 
ment  of  Rome,  might  confider  himfelf  as  the  fucceffor  of  the 
ancient  Roman  emperors,  he  certainty  never  thought  fo  in  affairs 
,  which  concerned  the  Franks  and  Germans.  Our  author  is  at 
particular  pains  to  eftablifli  this  point,  as  an  opinion  has  lately 
prevailed  that  Charlemagne  was  the  fucceffor  of  Juftinian ;  and 
that  therefore  the  Juftinian  code  of  laws  was  equally  as  valid  in 
Germany  as  at  Rome. 

The  Carlovingian  race  becoming  extinct,  they  were  fucceeded 
by  the  Saxon,  Franconian,  and  Swabian  emperors  5  under  whom 
Burgundy,  as  well  as  France  and  Italy,  was  difinembered  from 
the  empire.  To  Henry  the  Firft  is  owiag  the  change  which 
took  place  in  the  interior  parts  of  Germany  by  the  foundation 
of  towns.  Before  this  period,  excepting  the  caftles  on  the 
mountains,  the  feats  of  the  nobility,  and  convents  which  happened 
-  to  be  furrounded  with  walls,  there*  were  only  farms  and  village?, 

which 
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wfcich'  were  entirely  defencelefs,  and  exposed  to  tkm  wcurfiocfr 
<©f  etf«ry  enemy.  Henry  therefore  formed  the  idea  «f  building 
towns  ftitrounded  with  walls  and  towers ;  not  only  large  enough 
to  contain  a  greater  number  of  inhabitants^  but  capable  of  af- 
fording protection  to  their  effects,  and  thofe  of  their  neighbours 
who  might  take  refuge  there  in  times  of  neceffity.  Our  author, 
with  great  juftice,  commends  this  policy  of  the  king,  who  by 
that  means  greatly  improved  his  dominions  in  the  arts  of  peace, 
and  the  mutual  enjoyment  of  fociety. 

Otho  the  Great  had  the  honour  of  procuring,  like  Charle- 
magne, the  dignity  of  Roman  emperor,  as  well  as  the  crown  of 
Lombardy,  for  himfelf  and  his  defendants ;  but  he  went  a  ftep 
farther  than  Charlemagne,  in  omitting  his  other  titles,  and  atlaft 
only  fubferibing  himfelf  Roman  emperor.  Xhis  again  proved 
the  occafion  of  the  general  belief  that  the  dominions  over  which 
the  Roman  emperor  ruled  muft  be  the  Roman  empire  itfelf  j 
without  diftinguifiiing  between  the  powers  which  he  poflefled  as 
fovereign  of  the  city  of  Rome  and  Lombardy,  and  what  he  en- 
joyed as  the  head  of  the  Germanic  empire. 

Otho  and  his  fucceflbr  thought  that  they  could  now  clainv  not 
only  all  the  prerogatives  /which  Charlemagne  formerly  enjoyed, 
but  even  whatever  elfe  had  been  at  any  time  claimed  by  the  an- 
cient Roman  emperors,  without  diftin&ion,  Arnongft  other 
things,  they  began  very  early  to  adopt  the  exprefitons  which  oc- 
cur in  poetry,  or.in  the  language  of  flattery,  of  Rome  being  the 
miftrefs  of  tne  world,  and  the  Roman  emperor  lord  of  the  world. 
Tie  Othos  feem  to  have  thought  that,  as  Roman  emperors,  the* 
could  exercife  a  certain  fovereignty  over  foreign  kings,  as  well 
as  over  the,  princes  of  Germany.  Several  inftances  occur  of  this 
arrogant  pretenfion,  with  which  the  emperors  were  intoxicated, 
but  without  fufficient  power  to  enforce  their  imaginary  jurif- 
di£Hon. 

Under  this  period  of  the  hiftory  we  meet  with  the  origin  of 
the  prerogatives  which  were  afterwards  peculiar  to  the  arch* 
bi&ops  of  Mentz,  Treves,  Cologne,  and  the  four  fecular  high 
offices,  with  the  institution  likewife  of  counts  palatine.  Of  the 
origin  of  the  latter  our  author  gives  the  fubfequent  account :    -    ' 

«  In  order  to  prevent  the  dukes  from  growing  too  powerful,  there 
was  at  this  time  another  Angular  inltitutiOn  eftablifhed,  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  Counts  Palatine,  as  they  were  called.  Under  this 
name,  according  to  the  Carlovingian  constitution,  were  underload 
only  fuch  perfons  who  held  the  office  eff  a  judge  at  court,  and  there- 
fore either  adrainiftered  juftice  under  the  king's  own  eye,  or  die  as 
his  reprefentatives.  Counts  Palatine  wire  appointed  in  the  provinces, 
whofe  office  was  to  take  cognifance  of  fuch  causes  as  were  exempted 
from  the  power  of  the  dukes  and  counts,  in  the  capacity  of  royal 
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jidfctt,  to  occupy  their  office  in  their  afafence*  and  to  undertake  thft 
management  of  the  royal  revenues.  -  The  dukes,  however,  were  di* 
reded  to  undertake  no  matters  of  moment  without  their  approba- 
tion. Such  Counts  Palatine  as  thefe  were  afterwards  appointed  in 
Lorraine,  Saxony,  Swabia,  and  Bavaria.  This  office,  as  well  as  that 
of  the  dakes,  foon  became  hereditary ;  and  at  laft  it  was  united  in 
every  dutchy  with  the  dacal  family.  The  office  of  the  Counts  Pala- 
tine of  Lowaine,  or  of  the  Rhine,  as  they  are  called,  continued  in 
particular  families ;  of  which  one  of  our  firft  houfes  at  prefent  bears 
the  name,  although  the  original  and  real  import  of  the  office  of  Count 
Palatine  has  been  long  buried  in  oblivion.  So  far,  however,  the  dig* 
nity  and  rank  has  been  preferred,  that  the  title  of  Count  Palatine, 
as  continued  in  the  Palatinate  Houfe  alone,  is  efteemed  equal  to  the 
title  of  duke,  and  therefore  reckoned  much  ftiperior  to  the  fimpic 
title  of  count.'  1 

The  emperor  had  hitherto  claimed  the  right  of  inveftiture  of 
the  btlhops  in  Germany  5  but  by  an  agreement,  or  concordats, 
concluded  in  the  year  1 112,  between  Henry  V.  and  Pope  Ca~ 
lixtus  II.  die  former  was  obliged  entirely  to  refign  this  prero* 
gative  j  and  it  has  never  fince  been  regained  by  the  emperor,  or 
any  Catholic  fecular  power.  It  appears,  like  wife,  that  the  right 
of  election,  in  moft  of  the  bithoprics,  became,  at  different  pe- 
riods, the  exclufive  privilege  of  the  canons,  nearly  in  the  feme 
maimer  as  the  cardinals  gradually  obtained  the  fole  right  of  ele&« 
ingthe  pope,  and  the  electors  of  Germany  the  emperor. 

The  right  of  primogeniture  came  fo  little  into  confideratioa 
in  thofe  times,  that,  on  the  fcontrary,  it  was  ufual  for  the  eldeft 
fon  and  his  next  brothers  to  enter  into  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate, 
and  procure  as  many  prebends  and  benefices  as  poflible,  that  the 
younger  brothers,  who  were  left  to  keep  up  the  family,  might 
reap  greater  benefit  from  their  paternal  eftates;  a  practice 
which  is  ftill  common  inthe  houfes  of  the  catholic  counts,  and 
other  nobility. 

The  converfion  of  Germany  into  an  ele£Hve  empire  had  its 
origin  at  this  period.  Every  appearance  even  of  the  hereditary 
rigut,  which  had  been  hitherto  always  enjoyed  by  fome  royal  fa- 
mily, totally  vanifhed.  The  circumftatices  of  the  times  were 
particularly  favourable  to  this  event;  for  the  reigning  family  be- 
came again  extinct  by  die  death  of  Henry  V;  fo  that,  at  all 
events,  an  election  mutt  have  followed.  The  choice,  however, 
after  mature  deliberation,  did  not  fall  upon  the  ifliie  of  the  fe- 
male line  of  the  former  family,  though  the  two  fins  of  Henry's 
fitter,  firft  Frederick  of  awahia,  and  afterwards  Conrad  of 
Franconia,  both  pattered  themfelves  with  the  expectation  of  it. 
It  fell,  on  the  contrary,  on  Lotharius  of  Saxony,  who  left  only 
a  daughter.     Her  hulband  Henry,  furnamed  the  Proud*  Duke 
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of  Bavaria  and  Saxony,  was  again  pafied  orcr  in  favour  of 
Conrad  III.  and  at  his  death  his  (on  was  not  eleded,  but  his 
coufm  Frederick  I.  who  was  rarfed  to  the  throne  by  a  perfe£By 
free  ele6Hofi.  Thefe  .three  fucceffive  elections  fo  thoroughly 
eftablifhed  this  part  of  die  conftitution,  that  Germany  has  ever 
fince  been  conudered,  not  as  a  hereditary,  but  an  elective  go- 
vernment  ;  and  the  right  of  elc&ion  was,  about  the  fame  time, 
vefted  in  a  few  of  the  princes. 

Our  author  omits  not  to  recite  every  improvement  of  die 
Germanic  constitution,  in  the  chronological  order  in  which  they 
rtfpedivehr  took  place.  Among  thefe  he  mentions  the  origin 
and  ufc  ofthe  court  of  Auftreeues,  the  origin  of  the  imperial 
cities,  prelates,  and  knights  ofthe  empire,  with  a  variety  of 
affectations,  particularly  the  Rhenifh  and  Hanfeatic  leagues. 
\  We  (hall  lay  before  our  readers  the  account  of  the  public  in* 
ftrument,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Golden  Bull,  and  which 
contains  regulations  for  the  ele&ion  of  the  emperor,  and  other 
affairs*  This  folemn  deed  was  at  the  time  coniidered  as  unal- 
terable ;  but  it  has  fince  been  infringed  by  the  addition  of  two 
more  electors  to  die  empire : 

'  It  ha*  been  cuftomary  for  many  ages,  whenever  the  emperors 
executed  any  acts  of  importance,  to  diftinguifh  thofe  particular  in- 
struments from  others,  by  annexing  a  Golden  Bull  to  them,  as  it  is 
called,  inftead  of  the  impreffion  of  the  fdlil  being  made  fimply  m 
wax!  This  Golden  Bull  is  the  feal  itfelf,  engraved  on  two  plates  of 
gold  in  the  form  of  medallions,  united,  and  the  hollow  filled  up  with 
wax,  through  which  the  firings  pafs  that  attach  the  Bull  to  the  in- 
ftrument.  From  fuch  Bulls  as  thefe  it  has  become  cuftomary  to  call 
the  mftruments  themfelvet  to  which  they  are  annexed,  Golden  Bulls  $ 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  decrees  of  the  popes  are  denominated  Pa- 
pal Bulb :  and  thus  likewife  this  inftrument,  by  having  fuch  a  feal 
annexed  to  it,  has  obtained  the  appellation  of  the  Golden  Bull.  It 
confifts  of  five  ordinances,  which  Charles  IV.  ena&ed  at  two  general  '• 
diets,  one  of  which  was  held  at  Nuremberg,  January  10,  13  $6;  afnd 
the  other  at  Metz,  on  the  2  c  th  of  the  feme  year,  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  electors,  and  in  fome  meafure  with  the.  concurrence  of  the 
whole  empire.  Thefe  ordinances  were  afterwards  fuhdmded  dnto*: 
thirty  principal  articles,  and  promulgated  in  one  public  a&.  An  ori-*v 
gbal  inftrument  was  granted  to  each  of  the  electors,  and  an  authentic 
eppy  given  likewife  to  the  cjty  of  Frankfort,  which  is  at  prefent  ge-  . 
nerally  (hewn  to  (hangers,  , 

*  Tne  grand  objeft  Which  Charles  IV.  had  in  view,  when  he  enacted 
this  confhtution,  Was  no  doubt  to  prevent  the  delays  which  had  been 
continually  made  with  refpedfc  to  the  electoral  fuffrages,  as  he  Had  - 
experienced  at  his  own  ele&ion ;  and  to  place  the  election  of  an  em- 
peror, and  every  tiling  attending  it,  in  future,  on  a  firmer  bafia.  All' 
the  difputes  which  had  happened  formerly,  therefore,  wefe  for  this 
rta&n  finally  adjufted  3  and  it  was  his  intention  now  to  Ax  certain 

permanent 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


<t$t  Arwt  af Plants  vindicated.  tg£ 

feemanent  principles  to  fee  obferved  k  future^  -fc  fceth  ^rtrtpcdg  ir 
Was  admitted  as  a  fetded  point*  that  Afclfc  codld  xibt  be  eifMefc  moVS 
briefs  than  feveo  ele&oraj  ib  that  in  the  Golden  Bull  the^llvfioa 
Was  not  forgotten  to  the  facred  number  of  .tine  feven  pillars  and  fevea 
candlefticks;  and  another  thing  which  was  taken  for  granted  waj> 
that  three  of  thefe  feven  ele&ors  were  to  be  eeclefjaftics,  and  four  of 
the  laity/ 

Our  author  afterwards  treats  of  the  eftablHhment  of  the  Im* 
perial  chamber,  and  the  origin  of  the  Auhc  council,  with  various 
other  occurrences  in  the  empire  \  among  which,  the  progrefe  <A 
the  Reformation  in  Germany  makes  a  principal  part  of  the  de% 
tail.  In  the  prefent  volume,  the  learned  profeflbr  has  deduced 
his  fubjed  to  the  middle  of  the  fixteenth  century*  The  narrative 
is  uniformly  perfpicuous,  and  as  concife  as  was  confiftent  with 
the  elucidation  of  the  different  tranfadtions*  Mr.  Putters  great 
obje&  being  to  delineate  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  Gei> 
manic  conftitutionj  he  feems  to  have  been  more  attentive  to 
faBts  man  to  any  peculiar  elegance  of  ftyle,  which  the  nature  of 
the  work  would  indeed  not  eafily  admit  of.  So  far  as  he  has 
proceeded,  he  has  fulfilled  with  great  ability  the  defire  of  his  royal 
patronefs ;  and  when  the  hiftorical  developement  is  completed,  it 
will  afford  a  valuable  detail,  accompanied  with  many  obfervations 
on  the  Germanic  conftitution*  Mr.  Dornford  appears  to  have 
tranflated*  the  work  with  fidelity,  and  has  enriched  it  with  ufeful 
annotations*  ' 


Art.  IX.  The  Sexes  tf  Plants  vindicated,  in  a  Letter  to  Mr.  WiU 
Ram  Smell!e9  Member  of  the  Antiquarian  and  Royal  Societies  of 
Edinburgh.  Containing  a  Refutation  of  his  Arguments  againjl 
the  Sexes  of '  Plants,  and  Remarks  on  cettain  Pajfages  of  "Natural 
Hi/lory.  By  John  Rotberam,  M.D.  Fellow  of  the  Linnaan 
Society  in  London.  8vo*  is.6d.  Creech,  Edinburgh  j  Cadell, 
London.     1790. 

TT  is  hardly  credible  how  much  the  human  mind  is  warped  by 
A  the  early  favourite  opinions  (he  happens  to  form  ;  how 
earneftly  (he  cherifhes  the  flrft  /ruits  or  her  yet  immature  rea* 
fon  j  and  how  frequently  the  only  fupport  they  derive  is  from  the 
induftry  and  ill-dire6ted  application  of  others.  How  can  we  ac- 
count for  Aich  indolence  when  the.  object  feems  of  fuch  im- 
portance that  even  fa&s  will  be  {trained,  trie  obfervations  of  others 
partially  ftated,  and  men,  who  agree  in  moft  other  refpe£ts, 
wrH  Tnairftain  oppofite  opinions  with  almoft  a  rtligiaus  rntol* 
Iterance* 
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■  From  the  time  that  the  great  and  ever  to  be  r$fpe$ed  nam# 
^Liftrrtcus  gave  a  new  exigence  to  the  vegetable  kihedom,  ifaen 
have  bet**  not  left  anxious  on  the  one  hand  to  fiippof  t  mis  ele&itt 
ftferic,  th*a  on  the  bth*r  to  deftroy  it  It  is  impoffiMe  tcf  afligh 
v*ny  fyttific  reafcn  for  either  the  one  or  the  other,  fince*the*beA 
liearts  and  founded  underftandings  have  at  times  eirtiHfrfed  on 
each  fide.  But  that  this  enthufiaftn  in  the  caufe  of  trtith1,  ^for 
fiich  for  the  fake  of  philofophy  we  would  wifh  to  confider  i^ 
Ihould  have  contented  itfelf  with  the  experiments  of  others*  the 
inefficiency  of  which  they  are  obliged,  on  both  fides,  to  admit, 
is  hardly  credible,  if  their  own  depofitions  did  not  fairly  im- 
ply it.  * 

Dr.  Smellie,  in  his  Philofophy  of  Natural  Hiftory*,  has  un- 
dertaken to  (hew  the  fallacy  of  the  Linraean  frftem  of  the  feses 
of  plants.  Can  we  believe  that  a  man  of  genius,  candour, 
and  penetration,  fhould  conceive  he  had  overturned  a  fyftem 
funded  on  more  than  twenty  years  laborious  inveftigatioji,  hy 
(hewing  the  infufficiency  of  one  experfment  on  reafom  he  pro-«. 
duced  when  a  very  young  man,  and  adding  a  folitary  one  of  his 
bwn,  made  ten  or  twelve  years  ago— we  fay  a  folitary^  and 
might  have  added,  a  very  fallacious  experiment,  or  an  exgeru 
merit  that,  if  it  proves  any  thing,  would  rather  confinrf  than  de«- 
ftroy  the  Linnaean  hypothefis.  Were  the  labours  of  this  great 
man  to  be  thus  overturned,  Were  they  to  be  thustreafcdf  Tf 
Mr.  Smellie  conceived  that  placing  a  female  diorcous'  plant  in 
amarea  furrounded  by  high  houfes ,  and  at  about  a  mile  diftant 
from  the  known  refidence  of  any  male  plant  of  the  fame  genus, 
Was  fufficient  to  prevent  impregnation,  he  muft  furely  forget  hi* 
own'  obfervations  on  the  great  pains  nature  takes  to  perpetuate 
the  lpecies.  In  animals  we  well  know  the  immenfe  dfftance  at 
Which  the  papileonaceous  in(e&  finds  its  mate,  and  this  under  a 
variety  of  difadvantages  that  nothing  but  the  fad  would  convince 
us  Could  be  overcome.  Why  may  we  not  fiippofe  an  iriftin&ive 
ftttfft&ion  of  the  pollen  to  the  ftigma,  which  in  dioicdus  fcfabts 
mdyv  when  brought  by  the  wind  within  a  certain  diftance,'  aire& 
them  to  the  propagation  of  the  fpecies.  We  fee  many  circum~ 
ftances  not  lefs  furprifing,  though  the  bbjeft  of  our  fenfes.  That; 
infefts  are  fometimes  the  internuncii  in  thefe  amours,  many  ifc&s 
fuflicientfy  evince'.  If  Mr.  Smellie  conceived,  as  he  f€tm\  tq 
ttcprefe  with  far  too  much  dogmatifin,  that  the  experiment  fef  the 
fcntele  Lychnis  Wowing  in  Dr.  RutherfortPs  area,  and  protfijefi^ 
ripefteds,  wastfuffident  to  overturn  tfce  modem  lyftem^why 
was  he  at  the  pains  to  rear  this  feme  pftnt  in  a  roomj'  arid'  td 


*  8#etofafra<iinber.         *        •»  *  il  *    • 


Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


The  Sexes  *f  Plants  vindicated.  ,  ...  rr  .  ?I97 
fjatu*?  it  before  any  male  flowers  were  *ipe  I  When  the  e*$$- 
:nmcnt  was  conducted  ia  this  fair  manner  the  event  was  fevoutf- 
ajb^to  the  opinioa  he  oppofes.  But  all  at  once,  neither  c<Mi~ 
ifcneaient  nor  early  blowing  are  neceflary.  The  plant  is  rejnew&t 
,to  a  Situation  where  its  impregnation  w*s  rendered  doubtful  from 
tlic  diAanoe  of  any  male » — the  event  was  as  might  be  expe&ed,; 
in  one  inftance  its  flower  was  caducous,  and  feeds  unprolifiq^s 
before,  in  the  others  they  ripened;  and  this  folitary,  iH-cofV- 
du&ed,  and  un&tsfa&ory  *  occurrence  is  thought  fufficient  to 
overturn  the  opinions  of  half  the  philofophiq  world,  and  the 
fyfterh  of  one  who  fpent  a  life  in  detecting  the  myfteries,  o<f 
nature. 

It  was  not  thus  chat  the  induftrious*  the  moiejl  SpaJanaani 
conduced  Aw  experiments.  Diftatisfied  with  the  refuit  of  one 
much  lefs  ambiguous  than  Mr,  Smellic's,  and  which  that  gentle- 
man gives  as  a  confirmation  of  his  own,  we  find  him  enclosing 
the  female  flowers  of  the  gourd  within  bottles,  whofe  D9£jC£ 
were  fo  cemented  as  to  preclude  the  accefs  of  the  air  $~ryet  <even 
here  the  feeds  ripened  and  were  prolific.  -How  can  we  acoftpat 
for  MnSmellie's  omitting  to  mention  this  circumftance,  whera 
he  muft  know  that  he  laid  himfelf  open  to  the  arguments  of  the 
fexualifts  relative  to  the  air  and  the  accefs  of  infe&s.  But  hoyp 
can  we  account  for  Dr.  RotheranVs  not  consulting  Spajanzani 
himfelf  before  he  anfwered  the  arguments  brought  by  Mr.  SmeUie 
in  confequence  of  the  Italian  philofopher's  experiments?  ;  He 
would  there  have  found  that,  notwith (landing  the  omiffioa  <*f 
Mr,  Smeilie,  *  the  pumpious  were  at  a  diftance  from  a#y  other 
*  plants  of  the  fame  genus,  and  were  fo  protected  as  to  be  free 
c  from  the  vifitation  of  infe£ts/ 

But  if  Mr,  SmeUie  chofe  to  give  us  Spalanzani's  experimeiHS 
on  hermaphrodite  and  monuicous  plants*  why  omit  thofe  -oa 
dioicous  i  He  read  SpaUnzani  before  he  quoted  bifli,  and  muft 
have  known  that  though  the  J  nit  of  the  pollen  does  npt  appear 
necefl&ry  to  fecundate  the  feeds  of  hemp  or  fpinach*  yet  that,  the 
feeds  of  mercurialis  annua  were  found  by  experiments  varied  in 
the  moil  unequivocal  manner  to  owe  their  prolific  property  en^ 
tirely  to  the  male  Influence. 

As  far  then  as  the  experiments  qf  others  have  hitherto  con- 
dueled  us  we  fhaJl  not  temple  to  affert  that  the  fexuaj  /yftem 
appears  founded  on  fa£t  and  juft  reafoniog  \  that  inmonoicpu$ 
and  dloicous  plants>  where  there  might  be  an  uncertainty  of  the 
arrival  of  the  pollen,  nature  teems,  in  fome  inftapces,  tp  have 


•  If  it  were  neceflary^taihew  thi*  by  any  further  arguments,  we 
aught  mention  Mr.  Hudfon's  obfervations  on  this  plant.  Farise. 
/pH^herHUphroditij,  $t  tumpetala  €earn$aJkm*—f\QT.  Angl.  p.  199. 
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proved  againft  this  uncertainty  * ;  but  if  wc  are  to  be  confine^ 
to  the  analogy  of  animals,  we  (ball  find  the  deviation,  in  thi* 
ref^efl,  not  more  remarkable  than  when  in  plants  whofe  extft- 
ence  is  ufually  fupported  by  a  mixture  of  fexes,  a  part  cut  from 
either  is  made  to  produce  a  perfeft  offspring.  Having  thus  ven- 
tured an  opinion  on  the  fails  produced  by  others,  and,  we  truft* 
cautioufly  avoided  ftretching  it  beyond  what  thofe  fa£ts  imply, 
we  recommend  it  to  Mr.  Smellie  and  Dr,  Rotberam,  whom  wa 
refpeft  as  philosophers,  while  the  humble  office  of  journalifts  is 
jref^rved  to  ourfelves,  to  vary  experiments  of  their  own,  and  to 
indulge  the  world  with  the  rcfult  of  them. 

It  is  but  juftice,  however,  to  add  that  Dr.  Rotheram's  Vindi- 
cation is  judicioufly  penned,  and  deficient  in  nothing  but  the 
want  of  original  experiments,  and  an  inattention  to  Spalanzani's 
fa&s,  from  which  his  ant^gonift  draws  the  chief  of  his  ar- 
guments. 

V  .  *>    ■  HI         '  I  1      p  I      .   I    I  L  1      11  1    ij        .  .  1      1 

Art.  X,  PoanSy  conjifting  of  Mifcellaneous  Pieces ;  and  tax 
Tragedies.  By  the  late  James  Mylne,  of  Lq chill.  8vo,  6s. 
boards.     Creech,  Edinburgh ;  Cadell,  London.     1790. 


W1 


rE  have  perufed  this  volume  with  no  fmall  degree  of  fatif- 
faftion.  The  author,  we  are  informed  in  a  lhort  but 
well-written  preface  to  the  book,  was  a  man  of  great  worth, 
and  of  amiable  manners  in  private  life.  He  had  enjoyed  the  be- 
nefit of  a  liberal  education;  and  found  a  pleafing  relief,  from 
profefiiorul  occupations  of  an  a£Hve  and  laborious  nature,  in  cul- 
tivating the  mule.  He  died,  however,  without  having  prepared 
thefe  pieces  for  the  eye  of  the  public  \  for  which,  indeed.,  it  is 
uncertain  whether  he  ever  intended  them ;  and  they  thus  appear 
T^tth  every  difad vantage  that  can  attend  a  pofthumous  publica- 
tion. "In  thefe  circumftances  his  friends  arc  refponfible  for  the 
fmblication  now  before  us;  and  we  rauft  do  them  the  juftice  to 
ay,  that  we  think  they  have  no  cenfure  to  dread  on  the  fcore  of* 
an  imprudent  partiality  to  the  merits  of  the  author. 

Among  the  mifcellaneous  pieces  which  compofe  the  firflf^sbt 
of  this  volume,  and  which  are  but  few  in  number,  we  were  p&r- 
ticujarly  pleafed  wttfc  the  ode  to  Mr.  PL  D.  and  the  fucceeding 
fable  of  The  Oak^  the  Ivy,  and  the  Sage,  in  which  there  i^T  a 
ftrain  of  delicate  panegyric  conveyed  in  very  beautiful  verifi- 
cation.    The  Scots  Song  is  penned  in  a  charming  vein  of  paftbral 

*  Perhaps  particularly  in  annual  efculent  plants,  or  ftch  &  **C 
jBore  peculiarly  flee*  ffary  fpj  the  purpofci  of  animals, 
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fimpliqity,  and,  in  the  pathetic  turn  of  its  fentimsnts,  brings  to 
our  mind  the  ancient  ballad  we  have  often  read  with  defight^ 
The  Flowers  of  the  Foreji^  The  verfes  addrelfed  «  To  a  Lady  in 
Snrland,  to  whom  he  fradpromifed  to  write  a  witty  Letter  J  are  eafy 
and  elegant,  and  are  clofed  by  a  pleating  turn  of  epigrammatic 
point:  ' 

f  four  hundred  mile*  this  dunning  feni4  ,    - 

,     1  heard,  with  fpirits  finking : 
Fatal  as  Shylock's  was  the  bond 
Which  I  fubferib'd,  unthinking.  . 

The  bond's  unpaid;  the  forfeit  due; 

For  witlefe  is  my  fonnet. 
Should  Kitty,  cruel  as  the  Jew, 

Infill  with  rigour  on  it,  , 

I've  only  poor  Antonio's  way; 

Since  I  like  him  am  bound, 
And  have  no  wit  wherewith  to  pay, 

—Take  of  my  heart  a  pound.'  '  ~ 

But  the  talents  of  this  author  ftretch  beyond  thefe  lefler  efTiu 
fions  of  the  lyric  mufe.  In  our  opinion  the  two  "tragedies  of 
The  Britijb  Kings  and  Darthula  evince  a  genius  for  dramatic 
compofition,  which,  with  proper  cultivation,  and  an  acquaint- 
ance with  the  ftage  (of  which  the  retired  life  of  the  author  feems 
to  have  precluded  the  opportunity),  might  have  (hone  forth  with 
great  luftre. 

The  fable  of  The  Britijb  Kings  difplays  an  inventive  genius, 
and  is  well  calculated  from  its  ftrufture  to  excite  the  emotions 
both  of  pity  and  of  terror.  Cadwallan,  king  of  the  Britons, 
(hipwrecked  or*  a  defart  ifland,  remains  there  in  folitude  for  fix*  ' 
teen  years.  After  that  period  he  is  relieved  by  a  foreign  (hip,  and 
is  landed  again  upon  the  coaft  of  Albion.  His  queen,  Emma,  in- 
that  interval,  is  expelled  from  his  kingdoms  together  with 
OfricJc^  her  infant  fon,  bv  the  enemies  of  Cadwallan.  For  fe- 
curity  fhe  conceals  herfelf  in  a  convent;  but  dreading  deftruc- 
tion  to  her  child,  if  his  birth  were  divulged,  ftie  conveys  him 
privately  to  the  court  of  Edwin,  King  or  Northumbrian  where 
he  is  educated  as  an  orphan  of  noble  extraction,  but  whole  pa- 
rents were  unknown.  Endowed  with  every  amiable  and  manly 
accomplishment,  he  gains  the  affection  of  the  Princefs  Lena,  the 
daughter  of  Edwin,  and  heirefs  of  his  kingdom,  who,  refufmg 
the  addreffes  of  Cadwallan,  beftows  herfelf,  with  her  father's 
confent,  on  Ofrick.  Cadwallan,  cxafperaced  at  his  difappoint- 
ment,  invades  Northumbria,  conquers  and  puts  to  death  Edwin, 
and,  in  a  fit  of  brutal  violence,  raviflies  the  Princefs  Lena,  un- 
confeious  that  (he  was  the  wife  of  his  own  Ion,.  From  his  queen 
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Emma,  new  reftored  to  him,  he  learns  that  dreadful  trattt*  In 
an  agony  of  defoair,  he  accepts  a  proffered  challenge  fronrOfirick 
to  end  their  differences  by  fingle  Combat,  and  feels  a  wiM-artd 
defperate  joy  in  the  idea  of  being  put  to,  8eath  by  the  hand  or  his 
fon.  This  dreadful  combat,  irt  its  preparatory  circumftanccs, 
and  in  the  condu£t  of  the  fcene,  is  wrought  up  with  great  power 
of  poetic  imagination,  and  brings  to  our  mind  the  fine  old  pity 
of  Maffinger,  which,  in  all  probability,  our  author  had  npver 
feen  or  heard  of,  The  unnatural  ContbaU  where  a  father  and  fon 
are  exhibited  in  a  fituation  nearly  fimilan  The  intereft  of.  the 
plot  is  increafed  by  the  madnds  of  Lena,  which  is  painted  in  a 
mafterly  manner j  and  by  the  diftradUon  of  Emma,  who  rufhes 
upon  the  fcene  at  the  very  momemt  that  her  huroand  expires  by 
the  hand  of  his  fon.  In  the  delineation  of  his  characters  the  au- 
thor difplays  an  acquaintance  with  the  power  of  the  paflions, 
and  great  knowledge  of  the  human  heart.  There  are  very  {tyry 
indeed,  of  the  modern  tragedies  which  can  boaft  of  a  chara&er 
at  once  fo  new  and  fo  powerfully  interesting  as  that  of  Cadwallan 
in  The  Britijh  Kings,, 

In  the  tragedy  of  Darthulay  though  more  irregular  *ndj  m- 
correft  than  the  former,  there  is  a  true  fpirit  of  poetic  expreffion, 
and  a  wildnefs  of  fancy  which  is  always  allied  to  genius.  The 
ftory  is  borrowed  from  Oflian ;  and,  in  the  ftru&ure  of  the 
piece,  the  author  has  imitated  the  Grecian  model,  by  the  intro- 
iufiion  of  a  chorus  at  the  end  of  each  ad.  As  a  fpecimen  of 
this  author's  powers,  we  are  perfuaded  our  readers  will  acknow- 
ledge themfelves  indebted  to  us  for  the  infertion  of  one  of  thefc 
chorufes  entire  j  it  is  that  which  clofes  the  firft  z&  of  Darthula. 

On  the  death  of  the  celebrated  Cuchullin,  who  was  guardian  to 
Cermac,  the  infant  monarch  of  Ireland,  and  who  ruled  the  king- 
dom in  his  minority,  Cairbar^  Lord  of  Atha,  at  the  hc&d  b(  a 
.great  band  of  rebels,  befieged  the  royal  palace  of  TemerA*  and, 
having .  barbaroufly  put  to  death  the  young  Cormac%  together 
with  the  fons  of  ferae  of  the  chief  nobility,  ufurped  the  governs 
ment  of  the  kingdom.  Fingal,  fovereign  of  Caledonia,  being 
early  apprifed  of  die  rebellion  of  Catrbary  had  fent  his  grandfon 
Ofcar  with  fome  troops  to  the  affiftance  of  Cormac.  In  the  in- 
terval, and  before  intelligence  arrived  of  die  melancholy  fete  of 
the  young  monarch,  die  fcene,  which  is  the  fubjeft  of  the  fol- 
lowing chorus,  is  fuppofed  to  pafs  in  the  royal  hall  of  Selma^  where 
Fingal  is  fitting  in  the  midft  of  his  nobles,,  together  with  his  fon 
OJftariy  and  the  attendant  bards: 

'SCENE,   rmg&VBaBimWm.         _*;, 
4  Fingal,  Offian,  Nebks,  Ladies,  Bards,  attending.    Adifmal  Sound 
it  beard  rf  difiant  Jhtieheng* 

•  ifiBard.       What&rieksl 

«"  zd  Bard.      What  hideous  groans ! 

6  «  FingaL 
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«-  U  Bard. 

^.iFinga/. 

\ r  l/tBard* 

'  *  s iBard. 
*  id  Bard. 

'•  ifiBard. 


^*  fingal. 
*  OJ/Tan. 


^Qhria. 


*  Ctonn. 


Mytoe'i  jP*mr; 

I  know  n&o  well !  ...-.*«•  -^ 

Some  dire,  f#ekge ! 
Some  grje£  is  nigh  \ 
Some.ipirits  thus  are  wont  to  tell . 
When  thofe  moft  dear  to  Fingal  die. 
Pelt  ye  that  Waft? 
How  fwift  it  paft ! 
Methbught  it  (hook  the  hall ! 
What  meteors  there, 
■  What  lightnings  blaze! 
Oh! — thme  portend 

A  king  ox* kingdom's  fall!  * 

Every  breath  new  horror  brings ! 
Hark,  hark  my  harp  I  no  human  hand 

Has  touch'd  the  firings ! 
That  found  lb  difmal,  hollow,  low,. 
Foretells  approaching  news  of  woe !  , 
Strike,  Oifian,  ftrike  thy  harp,  rny'ibn! 
Sing,  as  thou  haft  often  done : 
Sing  on,  till  fome  compaffionadng  ghoit 
Come  to  tell  what  friends  we've  loft  I 
Spirits"  Of  our  fathers  dead ! 

Whether  ye  glide 
Smoothly  o'er  the  chryftal  waves;  > 

Whether  in  the  whirlwind'*  hkft.  > 

«    Ye  roll  the  whitening  tide ; 
Or  pour  the  night-fhriek  on  the  lonely  hillj 

Or  murmur  o'er  your  graves  1 
Come  in  your  cloudy  cars 

And  tell,  in  founds  of  woe* 
For  what  departed  chiefs 

Muft  our  deep  forrows  flow ! 

.  For  what  departed  chiefs,  &c* 

TelimeofOfcar,  telj, 

Who  fails  the  ftprmy  main  t 
Oh !  have  ye  feen  my  darling  fon 

Amid  his  martial  train  ? 
Say,  does  brave  Ofcar  live  g 

Or  are  his  flaps  difjpers'd, 
And  he,  with  afl  his  band,  \    , 

In  wat'ry  tombs  immers'd  ? 
Or  liave  they  reach'd  green  Ullin's  fhore*, 

And  yet  have  come  too  late    ' 
To  fave  the  fons  of  Ufnoth  brave 

And  Cormac,  from  their  fate?        ~ 

Spirits  of  our  fathers  dead, 

Let  us  blind  mortals  know 
Fpr  what  departed  chiefs 

Muft  our  deep  forrows  flofy  ? 


*©* 


•£lt. 


*  Bar  a 
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*  Bard  of  the  )  Invoke.no  ghofts  lo  tell  jatttA&tl 
fecoud  Sight.  3Blift4neia#?]ioriabrJi£i!edsibliftl 

I  fee,  1  fee,  with  inward  light, ,  - 
I  fee,  and,curfe  the  dire,  anticipated  fight 
Which  brings  too  foori  m^jain.   " 
I  fee,  I  fee, 'beyond  the  deep, 
A  fcene  that  fliall  make  thousands  weep ! 

*  ift  Chorus.    What  titnel^-zdCb,  What  fceni  ?— $d  Cb. 

fcene  ? 

«  jfari.  Ye  hear  the  fhrieks !  I  fee  the  ghofts ! . 

Trembling  they  come  from  Erin'*  coafts 
DeterrM  by  bloody  horrors  thence ! 


What 


4  ift  Chorus. 
*  id  Chorus. 


•  Bard, 


•  Chorus. 

•  Bard. 

•  Chorus. 

•  Bard. 


4  Chorus. 
'  Bard. 

*  Chorus. 
'  Bard. 


What  blood,  what  horrors  I  Tell  the  worft! 
Speak,  fpeak !— id  Cb.  Oh  (peak,  we're  all  fufpenfe  I 

Ofcar  is  &£e !  He  holds  his  way ! 
Tight  are  his  ihips,  his  warriors  gay ! 
They  foon  fhall  land — and  yet  too  late ! 
The  fons  of  Ufnoth  too  are  well ! 
The. reft,  the  reft,  oh  urge  me  not  to  tell  ! 

Oh!  tell  the  worft  of  fate! 

Oh,  honor !  murder  i  fight  of  woe ! 

Tell,  oh  tell  us  aH  you  know  I     - 

Look  not  now  on  Ullin's  more ! 

See  ye  not  the  ftreaming  gore, 

Erin's  nobles  now  no  mbre;  .        '  : 

Shall  Erin's  expectations  raife!— 

Corniac  and  his  youthful  pedrs, 

Sporting  with  their  fathers'  fpears, 

Praftife  the  feats  of  riper  years !~ 
Their  little  bofoms  feel  the  warrior's  flame !  • 

Their  little  bofoms  feaft  on  future  fame! 

But  death's  dark  night  the  whole  deftroys  \ 

Death's  dark  night  the  whole  deftroys  ? 

Cairbar  I  Atha's  gloomy  lord, 
Wherefore  doft  thou  draw  the  fwdrd  i 
Murderer  I  Coward !  They  are  boys  I 

Is  there  no  hand  to  fave  ?  no  fwof  d 

To  flrike  the  murderers  and  prevent  the  blow  f 

There  is  no  hand  to  fave,  or  fword ! 

Ghofts  that  glut  in  human  gore 
,  Grimly  glooming,  ftalk  before  i 
Murder  grins  at, every  door ! 

Fly?   They  cannot  fly  1 
In  heaps  they  fall !  They  die !— they  fall, 

MurderM  in  Temora's  haj} 
Erii^syjwfefuljipilts;^/'?'  .. 
Around  poor  Cormac,  fie ! 

«  Chorus. 
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4  Chorus. 

*  Bard. 


€  Chorus. 
'  Bard. 

<  Chorus. 

4  Bard. 
•  Chorus. 


9  FingaJ* 
«  Ojpau. 


MurderM  in  Temora's  ball, 
With  mnrder'd  Cannae,  dief 

Cormac  tfves^yeti — The  (Word  is^raisVU 
What  gallant  youth  art  thoa 

That  intercepts  the  fallin*  edge  J— 
Oh  moft  unworthy  Mow! 

Though  generoufly,  though  nobly  donei 
Thou  wirft  thy  king  but  fhort  relief! 

Oh  heart«*confbunding  grief  i 
Tu  Collars  fan!— - 


IQf 


-His  only  fon? 


With  his  lov'd  prince  he  leaves  the  light ! 
He  dies !  his  morning  fun  is  fet  in  endWs  night  V 
Cormac  and  Colla's  only  fon! 
Alas!  their  days  were  fcarce  begun! 

The  murderous  fcerie— is  done! 

What  wonder  that  affii&ed  ghofts 
Fly  from  thefe  unhappy  coafts  ? 
What  wonder  that  all  nature  mourn'd 

That  harps  fpontaneous  moan ;     *  * 

That  (fiftant  hills  felt  and  retura'd 

Their  dying  groan ! 
A  deed  fo  horrible,  fo  foul,  was  never  told 
.  By  modern  feer,  or  bard  of  old ! 

In  fweetly  foothing  melancholy  ftrains  / 

Sing,  Offian,  to  their  gentle  fpirits  fing! 
Allay  the  anguifh  of  their  dying  pains  ! 

Let  them  with  joy  to  their  new  manfions  fpring! 
Defcend  to  greet  them  friendly  ihades 

Of  kindred  gone  before !    *. 
Conduct  them  wond'ring  and  afraid, 

The  regions  new  t'explore. 
Rife,  gentle  ftranger  fpirits,  rife, 

Pain  ye  no  more  (hall  know 
In  leaving  life's  uncertain  joys 

Ye  leave  its  certain  woe !  t . 
Ye  cannot  fee,  indeed,  your  names 

Among  the. great  inroll'd; 
But  thorny  are  the  paths  to  fame ; 

And  few  are  blefs'd  when  old ! 
Your  fathers  bleeding  hearts,  alas ! 

Which  fondly  once  conceived 
The  hopes  that  you  fliould  fill  their  place, 

Are  of  all  hopes  bereav'd ! 
But  had  they  died,  like  you,  when  young, 

'They  now  had  ibundly  flept; 
They  had  not  flourifrVd  in  the  fong— 

ISor  for  their  c^ldren  wept  I 

9  Chorus* 
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«  CSoru*.         Sprits  of  Erin,  ceafc  to  mourn, 
*"i      *  '    Too  late  ye  our  affi (lance  feet! 

u        -  Home  to  yofcr  airy  dwellings  turd ; 

No  more  on  Morven'a  mountains  flmek! 
\ f  FfogeJ*         Call  in  the  wre&fers  from  the  grefen,  ' 

The  nimble  hunters  from  the  heath. 
Shall  we  in  idle  fportt  be  feen 7  ~  ♦ 
No !— let  us  hafte  t'aveago  their  death  I  -      >  ~*  q 

♦  Civnr/.         Spirits  of  Erin,  fpeed  the  happy  gales! 

Strengthen  each  fav'ring  current  and  eacfcwavel 
Fly  fsriftly  homeward  on  oor  fwelling  fails!    <: 
Hade  to  avenge  the  dead,  and  the  Survivors  favel 

It  H  unneceflary  to  dwell  upon  the  efFeft  of  tbefe  veries,..  Jk 
muft  be  felt  by  every  reader  of  genuine  taile  and  fenfiUltyi  and 
therefore  obviates  the  taik,  on  our  parts,  of  any  farther  anajyfijl 
or  minute  description  of  die  merit  of  the  performance,  -      ;.<■•-• 


ART.  XI.     The  Royal  emd  ConJHtutianal  Regeneration  ef  Qrtpt* 
\  Britain ;  ory  properly  Jpeatengi  the  effectual  Advancement  *fveH 
. ,  the  different  natioml  btterefis  of  the  Kingdom,  wbieb  remain  ten* 
. .  explored*  rendered  not  only  unexceptionable  to  the  Sovereign,  tkeNoo 
bf/ity,  the  Clergy,  the  People^  and  the  Individual,  iut  highly  defitMt 
to,  every  Lover  of  the  p+efent  general  State  of  Great- Britain*,  to- 
il* the  Difiovery  of  the  practical  Meant  of  advancing  anfrcomfc 
\  fitting  the  political  Ecmmy,  the  national  Improvements  and  Gfy*2 
HMmi    4*  Church,  Medicine,  and  Law,    the  Govetnminfy 
Poltficsy  and  Finances,  of  the  Kingdom,  in  a  Mdnner  which  witt 
greMif  promote,  and  by  no  Meam  injure^  the  private  Iniertyftf 
aey  Individual.  By  George  Edwards,  £fq.  M.  D*    4*0*  2  vois^ 
i$*>  boards.    Debrett*    London,  1790.  -  ^ 

n^O  point  out  the  means  of  promoting  the  welfare  and  *«W 
t    provement  of  the  nation,  through  the  various  channels  of 
pp&igaj  economy  is  the  object  purfoed  by  the  author  of  the 
work  now  before  us.    It  might,  indeed,  be  imagined,  from*rHe^ 
title  prefixed  to  theie  volumes,  that  Dr.  Edwards  meant  no  fcfl£ 
than  an  entire  change  and  renovation  of  the  Brkifli  conftttutidft? 
of  government  \  a  project  which  might  be  juftly  regarded  a£^ 
chimerical,  and  in  the  teft  degree  dangerous  to  the  ftate*     Hts 
intention,  however,  when  fully  i  11  vefli gated,  implies,  in  reality* 
no  filch  Utopian  idea  j  though*  at  the  fame  time,  there  may  ap- 
pear to  be  (buiething  of  the  extravagant  in  his  fjrftem.  He  teems 
to  have  taken  the  hint  of  his  plan  from  the  late  revolution  ill 
France,  which  he  urges  as  an  example  worthy  of  being  followed 
v"  Q jeauBritain,   But  the  Britiih  ConftifcutioD,  though  in  marty 

refpecV 
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Cvtiflitttfimal  Jltfvurrtim  of  Qyat -Britain*  2g| 

refpe&s  capable  of  improvement,  requires  no  fuch  radical  ^Iter- 
ation as  has  been  efFe&ed  in  the  neighbouring  kingdom.  Its 
fundamental  principles  no  wife  polijticiaa  will  ever  propofe  to 
violate  5  aiid  perhaps,  tven  in  reipecl  of  improvements,  Dr.  Ed- 
wards has  framed  his  defign  by  a  ftandard  of  perfection  to^high 
^b^eafily) 


B 


and  too  complicated  to;  be,  eafily  reduced  to  practice. 

After  a  dedication,  confifting  of  no  lefs  than  twenty-four 
lages,  to  the  Hon.  Mrs. Di  ***»,  whom  we  may  conclude  to  be 
Ars.  Darner,  the  author  proceeds  to  the  explanation  of  his  fub- 
je%  and  points  Put.  the,  nature,  of,  national  regeneration.  This 
he  (hews  to  be  the  knowledge  of  whatever  is  ufeful  to  fociety, 
and  the  -executive  means  of  carrying  the  &me  into  effe£t ;  both 
which,  he  is  of  opinion,  are  greatly  neglected.  The  improve* 
ftients  which  hi  jkopofes  are  comprehended,  in  general,  under 
jtittnufaAures,  commerce,  agriculture,  mechanics,  chemiftryy  po^ 
Kt*ar&,  and  thcicienccsj  but  they  are  fo  numerous  and  va- 
rious, that  they*  cannot  be  completely  arranged  vrithirr  thefe 
provinces.  The  bafis  of  the  author's  plan  is  to  eftablUh.  a -ge- 
neral police,  to  be  extended  through  the  kingdom.  He  propofes, 
in  particular,  that  the'  J>refent  eftabliflinteiit  of  the  poor  fliouM  be 
totrrely  abolifhed,  and  that  it  henceforth  ihould,  be  regained 
according  to  a  very  different  mode,  which  would  fav$  to  the 
nation,  and  we  believe  the  afiertion  to  be  juft,  no*  left  thart  a 
mUltpn  fterling.  annually.  ,<•'**- 

Th«  difcharge  of  the  public  debt  teems  likewife  to  have  em- 
ployed -a  great  part  of  our  authors  attention.  For  this«put$6fe 
he* ropoies  that  the  grofe  amount  of  the  feveral  duties  colletffed 
under  the  excife  and  cuftoms  fbmild  be  transferred  to  the  An- 
nual incomes  of  the  different  inhabitants  of  the  kingdom^  *rtto 
fhould  pay  the  amount  of  thofe  duties  in  'proportion  t$  tbefrlfe- 
fpe&ive  incomes,  But  we  fhould  be  of  opinion  that,  hbwWer 
applicable  this  mode  might  be  to  a  fmall  ftatc,  it  WoU{d  \tf  ho 
means  prove  advantageous  to  an  extenfive  and  populous  king- 
ckup,  and  would  probably  oceafion  great  defalcations  In'  tht 
rpvenue.  -..-vc^ 

-  The  advancement  of  die  civilifation  of  the  kingdom*,  and  tht< 
Ae^tal  power*  of  man,  forms  another  conspicuous  fubje#  df  t>thr 
amor's  lucubrations.    From  this  part  of  the  work,  fr^  being 
owe  of  the  moft  detached,  we  fhatt  prefent  Qjar  readers  trftirtfaft 
e*tr*a,  which  may  ferve  as  a  fpecimen :  ■      ■     ■     *  v^r  h  w- 

^STheneceiTary  knowledge  for  advancing  the  mind,  fo  far  as  re- 
qmfite,  ihould  be  communicated  in  proper  publications  through' the" 
kingdom  at  large.  Thefc  fliould  be  wrote  with  fuch  fimplicity "ttat1 
thwttn  be  intimately  underftood  by  all  perfons;  with  fe  mbch^ni** 
cjjenejL  U»t  they  can  Jbe  readily  comprehended  and  retnein&ered  | f' 
aii  m  ip  pleafing^  maaner,  that  they  will  win  and  attra&  the  iniiMm 
iff**  **  %?  ur  of  they  sweaty  TheJtj§o#teigs  atatdatttwH  / 

ihould 
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>  would  be  taught  in  common  fthoolt;  which  ihould  be  rendered  of 
greater  public  fervice  than  merely  to  teach  languages.  Proper  and 
adequate  plans,  ftich  as  would  render  mental  civikfation  a  praftfetff 
and  almoft  a  mechanical  art,  may  unquestionably  be  devifed;  and 
we  can  produce  them,  at  they  may  readily  be  taught  in  fchools,  and 
carried  into  general  effed  with  the  greateft  fuccels.  Arithmetic,  a 
much  more  difficult  and  arduous  fubjed,  is  taught  there  by  the  fame 
methods  with  great  fuccefs.  A  proper  mental  civiHfttiqn  eftablifhed 
as  an  art,  to  be  taught  in  a  fimilar  manner  to  young  oerfons,  would 
be  more  readily  learned  than  a  knowledge  of  arithmetic ;  and  might 
be  fully  compnfed  and  mattered  in  the  tune  ufually  devoted  by  young 
perfons  to  fchool. 

•  There  are  certain  great  views  in  advancing  the  mind  and  the 
human  fpecies  in  the  early  period  of  their  existence,  feven  general 
heads  of  which  it  is  necefiary  to  mention  in  the  prefent  place : 

«  i.  Proper  inftrudive  means  mould  be  derifed  and  employed  t* 
advance  the  human  mind,  §6  k»g  as,  in  the  early  periods  of  life, 
thofe  means  are  ufeful  and  necefiary.  We  beg  leave  to  illuftrate  th* 
,  prefent  fubjed  by  defcribing  fome  of  the  means,  as  general  axioms, 
in  the  following  concife  forms j  for  our  time  does  not  permit  us  to 
enter  particularly  into  the  fubjed,  or  to  pretend  to  offer  a  complete 
view  of  it,  even  under  the  form  of  axioms. 

«  The  ftate  of  the  mind,  as  that  of  a  child,  or  of  an  imperfed  be- 
ing, ought  never  to  be  forgot.    The  love  and  anxiety  of  the  parent 
well-informed  is  the  beft  inftrudor  in  early  life.    The  afFedion  of  the 
child,  as  wifliing  to  oblige  a  kind  parent,  is  a  moft  valuable  affifK 
ance.    It  is  very  material  to  affix  a  proper  fenfe  of  right  and  wrong 
upon  die  mind  of  the  child,  and  on  all  proper  oocafions  to  appeal  to 
this,  as  to  a  ftandard  or  directory.    Indufby  in  mewing,  teaching, 
reafoning,  inftrudine,  and  informing ;  and  in  making  the  child  un- 
derstand and  comprehend  what  it  is  proper  it  mould  pradife,  is  of 
great  importance.    Inftrudion,  however,  fliould  adopt  happy  vieWs, 
pleafing  arts,  and  frequent  repetition,  rather  than  be  formal,  prolix, 
fatiguing,  or  difgufting.    Approbation,  fatisfadion,  love,  regard,  oc* 
caiional  recompence,  and  accommodation  to  the  capacity  of  children, 
are  very  valuable  arts  of  inftrudion:    Difapprobation,  forrow,  fname, 
authority,  artificial  punifhments,  are  often  ufeful  in  inftrudion ;  and 
force  or  feverity  of  puniihment  mayi>e  necefiary  when  the  mind  h 
altogether  refradory,  and  not  otherwife  corrigible.    Improper  en- 
couragement, as  excefs  of  flattery,  of  bribery,  or  indulgence ;  and 
condeitenfion  fo  as  to  loefe  refped,  and  with  this  love,  are  both  very  - 
wrong.      Want  of  proper  encouragement  is  fatal.     Variations  of  fe 
minds  are  to  be  attended: to,  and  to  be  treated  accordingly.    Let-  ' 
the  child  and  the  improving  mind  follow  nature,  and  purfue  the  pro- 
per objeds  of  infancy,  youth,  and  curiofity ;  let  them,  however,  not 
fo  to  excefs,  or  err  too  long.     Let  each  part  of  the  mind  properly 
ud  and  blow,  and  come  forwards,  that  the  child  may  corred  its 
own  errors,  or  the  inftrudor  find  an  opportunity  of  removing  impef*' 
fedions,  when  fuch  occur.     What  is  right  in  the  child,  ft rengt hen    * 
and  bring  forwards  by  habit.    Let'  the  mind  rife  to  higher  degrees  of 
improvement,' as  age  and  its  own  abilities  may  permit.    Life,  fo 
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but , take  great  care  that  they  do  not  teach  what  is  wrong.  Often 
thvoogk  ^e  whole  of  the  progrefs  of  mental  improvements  faults  muft 
b*  {pared,  and  fometimes  permitted  as  unavoidable. 

^  The  above  fimple  and  Obvious  views  and  maxims  we  by  no 
means  pretend  to  be  either  complete  in  number,  or  perfeft  in  any  re- 
fee&;  we  only  give  them  to  (hew  in  what  manner  education  may  be 
formed  into  a  pra&icable  fcience  of  finall  compafs  and  of  general  uni- 
verfal  ufe.  If  this  had  been  a  proper  place,  it  would  have  been  nei- 
ther a  difficult  nor  a  prolix  taflc  to  have  illuftrated  them  at  proper 
length,  and  to  have  fhewn  what  exceptions  they  require. 

*  2.  The  different  parts  of  the  mind  fbould  be  exercifed,  rendered 
a&ive,  and  improved  by  ufe  and  pra&ce ;  alfo  by  real  experience,  fo 
far  as  may  be  proper  and  ferviceable.  The  human  mind,  from  its 
birth  to  the  final  period  of  its  common  growth  aad  improvement,  is 
very  bufy  in  this  work;  and  its  ow»  endeavours  ihould  be  affifted  by 
art,  fo  far  as  they  will  be  advantageous.  Many  devices  may  be  ex-? 
planed  to  make  a  proper  advantage  of  fuch  a  natural  propensity  of 
the  mind.  Regular  eUabKfhed  and  pra&kal  procefles,  as  we  have 
already  hinted*  may,  be  employed  for  the  porpofe.  The  different 
parts  of « the  mind'>may  be  excited  and  called  forth  on  purpofe*  into 
proper  but  fuitable  exertions,  in  order  to  form*  pra&ife,  and  improve, 
them.  The, parts  of  the  mind,  when  their adion  is  proper,  ihould  be 
confirmed  into  proper  tones  and  habits.  Further :  thofe  which  fuilaia 
the  eflfe&s  of  the  vldffitudes  of  nature  and  of  the  world/  ihould,  in 
a*  particular  manner,  be  confirmed  and  elevated  in  a  due  degree.  All 
'  the  parts  of  different  minds,  however  they  may  vary,  have  a  proper 
ftandard  of  re&itude?  and  they  Ihould,  according  to  the  difference 
of  thdr  tones,  be  urged  and  regulated  by  this  ftandard.  In  fine,  it 
is  of  great  importance  that  die  parts  of  their  minds  fbould  be  right 
formed  in  all  individuals  j  <  and  the  various  arts  conduciveto  this  view 
Ihould  he  ascertained  and  provided  for  the  pmpofe. 

.  *  5-  Ufeful  knowledge  ihould,  according  to  the  fuitablenefs  of  age* 
and  the  different  wants  of  individuals,  be  provided  for  the  mind,  as 
matters  of  fad,  or  as  particular  objefts ;  in  order  to  furniih  it  with 
what  knowledge  is  neccffary  or  proper  for  it.  Thus,  moral  direc- 
tions fhould  be  inffcilled  in  time ;  and  all  common  ufeful  things  ihould  ' 
be  made  fully  known  to  the  child,  as  the  plow,  the  harrow*  Hence 
the  young  citizen  ihould  fometimes  vifit  the  country; ,  and  the  young 
peaiant  occafionally  the  market*  Different  obje&s  of  natural  hifbry 
may  often  be  rendered  familiar  to  the  child  with  great  advantage  ; 
and  at  leaft  fo  much  ihould  always  be  known,  that  the  hen  and 
her  egg  will  often  vary  in  colour.  Whatever  ufeful  information  is 
wanted  ihould  be  provided  in  a  fuitable  manner.  What  renders  man 
.  an  agreeable  and  a  pleafing  member  of  fociety ;  all  the  neceflary  views 
of  life,  and  the  proper  knowledge  of  the  world,  ihould  be  timely 
taught*  The  truth  of  things,  and,  to  youth  of  higher  ftations,  the 
natural  equality  of  human  nature,  ihould  be  fhewn  with  care.  Ufeful, 
and  #®t  nice  refined  unneceiTary  acquiiitions,  ihould  be  attended  to  in 
geaeraj  j  and  learning,  as  it  is  called,  ought  not  to  be  too  common  a 
purfuit*  In  fine,  an  adequate  ftore  of  ufeful  knowledge  fhould  be 
3  provided 
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provided  t#  the  mind ;  **d  tak  ftiomld  further  be  taught  how  ttr* 
itore  itfelf  with  the  feme,  by  its  own  endeavours. 

*  4.  The  different  exterior  anions  and  aecompliftiments  (herald  be 
taught  children  and  youth,  which  they  ought  to  pracltfe :  fuch  as 
running,  dancing,  riding,  digging,  and  planting ;  and  the  indications 
of  civility,  and  an  obliging  difpofition. 

*  5.  Diieaies,  or  improper  ftates  and  habits  of  mind,  mould  be  pte- 
vented  j  and  proper  remedies  (hould  be  explored  Which  cafe*  of  the 
above  kind  may  require,  when  they  have  already  taken  place. 

*  6*  The  health  and  vigour  of  children  and  youth  (hould  be  at- 
tended to,  and  promoted  by  all  proper  means ;  and  the  £ody  mould 
be  brought  forwards  and  perfe&ed  along  with  the  mind. 

4  7.  Youth  of  all  nations  (hould  be  taught  to  read  their  native  lan- 
guage, and  in  a  grammatical  form,  if  they  are  defigned  to  write  it ; 
and  they  (hould  be  well  inftru&ed  in  the  practical  philofophy  of 
language,  before  an  ancient  or  a  foreign  language  is  attempted  to 
be  learned. 

*  The  foregoing  general  heads  are  very  important  views  in  the 
fcbjecl  of  mental  improvement.  They  (hould  ail  be  promoted  early 
in  life ;  for  a  great  progrefs  may  be  made  in  them*  at  what  is  now  con- 
fidered  to  be  aa  early  age,  considering  how  fuch  attainments  are  at 
prefent  in  general  acquired/ 

The  author  next  propofes  a  general  reformation  in  the  three 
learned  profefiions,  which  he  confiders,  at  prefent,  as  ill  regu- 
lated. From  treating  of  thefe  fubje&s  with  much  minutenefs, 
he  proceeds  to  considerations  of  a  nature  ftill  more  extenfive, 
comprehending  no  left  a  plan  than  that  of  the  general  ci varia- 
tion of  nations ;  in  which  particular  he  (hews  that  the  latter  are 
extremely  deficient.  Propofed  improvements  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Great-Britain  conftitute  the  greater  part  of  the  author's 
fiibfequent  fpeculationt ;  through  which,  as  the  order  he  re- 
commends of  reading  feveral  chapters  of  trfe  work  is  different 
from  their  prefent  arrangement,  it  is  the  more  unneceflary  to 
follow  him.  Suffice  it  to  obferve  that  Dr.  Edwards  dffcovers 
an  uncommon  seal  for  the  interefts  ini  aggrandifement  of  his 
country.  Some  of  the  inffitutions  which  he  propofes  appear 
rather  of  a  romantic  nature,  and  of  fome  we  {hould  be  doubtful 
of  the  utility;  but  there  are  others  which,  in  our  opinion,  could 
tot  fail  of  proving  highly  advantageous  to  the  nation* 
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Art.  XII.  Obfervations  on  Animal  Life  and  apparent  Death  from 
accidental  Sufpenjion  of  the  JFundion  of  the  Lungs  j  with  Re- 
marks on  the  nrunonian  Sy/lem  of  Medicine.  Dedicated^  by  Per* 
miffion^  to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Montagu.  By  John  Franks^ 
.  ,C^ar/eS'Street9  Weflmin/ter^  Member  of  the  Lyceum  Medicum 
jLondinenfe)  and  of  the  Apothecaries  Company^  London*  8vo.  4s. 
Printed  jfor  the  Author,  and  fold  by  Johnfon,  London.  1790. % 

rpHE  improvement  which  the  medical  art  has  acquired  by  tha 
-*■  number  of  new  fadts  afcertained  relative  to  the  animal  eco-^ 
nomy  in  a  ftate  of  health  or%  difeafe,  has  lefTened  that  fond- 
nefs  for  fyftem  which  formerly  fo  much  retarded  the  progrefs  of 
fcience.  Fails  are  no  longer  made  to  bend  themfelves  to  theo- 
ries ;  it  is  even  with  caution  that  they  are  brought  to  illuftrate 
or  fupport  them.  It  may  perhaps  be  doubted  whether  this 
fcepticaldifpofition,  thi§  attention  to  matter  of  fa£i,  has  not  ex- 
tended itfelf  too  far.  How  many  cafes  are  we  told  of  merely 
becaufe  they  are  never  likely  to  happen  again,  and  for  which,  had 
we  known  them  during  life,  no  remedy  could  have  been  ap- 
plied ?  Are  we  never  to  arrive  at  the  knowledge  of  a  fuffipient 
rilimber  of  fails  to  form  any*rational  theories  by  which  younger 
practitioners,  who  have  not  had  the  advantage  of  experimental 
knowledge,  may  be  guided  in  fudden  anomalous  cafes  ?  But  it 
has  unfortunately  happened  that  thofe  who  have  been  the  readieft 
at  forming  theories  nave  been  fuch  as  have  had  the  feweft  oppor- 
tunities of  confirming  them  by  practice.  That  this  was  the 
cafe  with  the. celebrated  Boerhaave  is  very  well  known;  and 
our  own  times  have  produced  a  reformer  {till  lefs  able  to  judge  of 
the  impediments  which  attend  reducing  medicine  to  a  fyftem. 

It  i^  not  our  intention  to  analyfe  the  Brunonian  opinions  or 
to  determine,  on  the  merits  of  its  eccentric  head;  buta$  one  of 
hiS  difciples  has  prefented  himfelf  to  the  public,  profeifing  to 
aft  under  the  influence  of  this  fyftem  (which  he  conceive*; of 
fuffipient  confequence  to  deferve  the  attention  of  the  l^giflator), 
w$  will  take  a  view  of  the  inferences  drawn  by  our  author  from 
hii  matter's  do&rine. 

Our  readers  will  obferve,  that  among  the  titles  of  Mr.  Franks 
is  that  of  Member^  of  the  Lyceum  Medicum  Londinenfe.  At 
fome  of  the  meetings  of  this  fociety  he  feems  to  have  been 
offended  at  the  levity  with  which  the  Brunonian  fyftem  was  op* 
pofed ;  and,  as  is  often  the  cafe  with  the  vanquished  party,  wifhes 
to  fight  his  battle  over  again  by  an  appeal  to  die  public.  As  the 
introduction  makes  a  coniiderable  part  of  the  performance,  we 
dull  fele£t  a  paflage  which  the  author  offers  as  an  illuftration  of 
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the  unfairnefs  with  which  he  was  treated,  and  the  great  fupe^* 
riority  of  Dr,  Brown's  fyftem :  ,  " 

*  The  cafe  of  Enteritis  was  fele£ed  as  a  proof  of  the  defecTt  of 
the  BfttnOnian  theory,  when  applied  to  practice.  It  was  faid, '  Here 
«  is  ah  internal  inflammatory  difeafe,  according  to  that  theory  depend- 
«  ing  upon  increafed  excitement ;  the  fafety  of  the  patient  confequently 

*  requires  that  the  excitement  fhould  be  diminiihed.     But  how  is  a 

*  pracUtioner,  who  is  not  acquainted  with  any  other  theory  than  that 
'  of  Dr.  Brown,  to  know  that  the  difeafe  is  inflammatory,  or  todif- 

*  tinguifli  it  from  that  occafioned  by  the  poifon  of  lead,  the  pulfc  not 

*  being  indicative  of  exceffive  excitement  ?' 

After  a  cafe  fo  fairly  ftated  we  fhould  hardly  have  expe&ed,  by 
long  ambages,  which  can  have  no  other  tendency  than  to  puzzle 
the  mind  and  lead  it  aftray  from  the  main  object,  to  be  told  that 
Enteritis  being  a  local  difeafe  no  way  depending  on  tfre  confti- 
tution,  no  remedies  are  neceffary  but  fuch  as  are  directed  to  the 
part  itfelf,  that  is  to  fay,  Cathartics.     *  A  man  may  bleed  his 
«,  patient,'  fays  Mr.  Frank?,  *  but  if  he  does  not  procure  eva- 
c  cuation,  all  his  bleeding  will  be  ineffectual.'     Can  any  one 
doubt  the  truth  of  this  ?   But  has  our  author  got  to  learn  that 
in  enteritis  the  ftomach  is  ufually  fo  irritable  as  to  rejefl  alrtioft 
every  thing  taken  into  it  ?  That,  under  the  inflammatory  ftage, 
the  inteftines  no  longer  perform  their  natural  functions ;  that, 
in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  inflammation,  the  pulfe  is  fhjaller, 
fo  that  nothing  but  appearances  after  death  could  have  taught  us 
the  reality  of  the  difeafe  ?  Does  he  not  recollect  under  this  dif- 
eafe to  have  found  the  pulfe  rife  confiderably  after  bleeding  ? 
But  we  muft  beg  pardon  of  our  readers  for  having  detained  them\ 
on  a  fubjeft  we  thought  ourfelves  equal  to  elucidating  5  in  pro- 
ceeding we  find  ourfelves  miftaken.     A  cafe  is  produced  in 
which  blood-letting  and  every  means  were  ufed  to  procure  eva- 
cuation, but  without  effect,  and  the  patient  died ;  and1  from  this 
cafe,  and  the  preceding  reafoning,  it  is  affirmed  there  is  no  dan- 
ger of  Dr.  Brown's  theory  deceiving  us  fo  far  as  relates  to  en- 
teritis.    Now  unfortunately  we  are  unable  to  comprehend  the 
theory ;  and  as  to  the  cafe,  we  are  utterly  at  a  lofs  to  know  what 
Mr.  Franks  would  infer  from  it. 

After  this  our  author  afks  himfelf  a  number  of  queftions,  and 
anfwers  them,  concerning  the  nature  of  hectic  fever.  The  re- 
fill t,  if  we  underftand  him,  is,  that  the  cafe  is  invariably  con- 
founded with  phthifis  pulmonalis  ;  and  that  bleeding  and  ftarving 
are  perfevered  in  till  the  patient  dies.  We  know  not  what  er- 
rors our  author*  may  have  been  guilty  of  before  he  was  en- 
lightened by  Brunonianifm,  but  it  has  been  our  good  fortune  to 
fall  into  other  company,  who  have  taken  fbme  pains  to  difcrimi- 
•      v-  rate 
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Itete  tanks*  and  not  haftily  to  judge  by  appearance :  before  dif- 
*afes  were  divided  into  jthenic  and  aftbtnic^  we  have  been  taught, 
on  many  occafibns,  to  give  port  wine  in  cafes  of  heftic  fever. 

We  readily  admit,  with  our  author,  that  the  want  of  judge- 
hunt  in  the  followers  ofBrunonian  doftrine  (bould  not  be  made  ufe 
of  as  an  argument  againft  the  dp&rine  itfelf.  We  (hall  there- 
fore omit  the  abftraft  given  of  that  fyftem,  and  attend  only  to 
our  author's  theory  of  fufpended  and  reftored  animation*  which 
is  for  the  moft  part  liable  to  few  obje&ionSj  except  in  his  manner 
of  expreffing  it*  Having  (hewn,  from  the  experiments  of  va- 
rious authors,  that  the  blood  acquires  its  florid  colour,  and  the 
principles  of  heat,  from  the  air  in  paffing  through  the  lungs ; 
that,  in  the  aft  of  expiration*  the  phlogiftic  particles  are  thrown 
off,  and  the  purer  air  i$  abforbed*  by  which  procefs  fenfible  heat 
is  generated.  He  ftates  that  the  file  caufe  of  fufpended  anima- 
tion, arifes  from  the  want  df  pure  air,  and  that  the  file  means  of 
reftoring  it  is  by  the  application  of  this  air.  If  this  had  been  the 
only  thing  the  author  had  undertaken  to  prove,  he  might  have 
found  time  to  deliver  it  in  more  correft  language* 

The  errors  of  this  performance  are  much  too  numerous  to 
point  out :  c  There  was  not  the  ufual  figns  of  life. — <  Had  it 
have  been  made  neceflary.' — The  author,  indeed,  fays  it  is  not 
iriany  years  fince  he  was  a  ftudent.  We  heartily  believe  him, 
and  could  wifh  he  would  confider  himfelf  ftill  as  a  novice.  But 
even  this-  would  be  no  apology  for  offering  a  crude  and  ill- 
digefted  performance  to  the  public. 

'■■*---    ■       r     .  -  i  f ..       i -.  . 

Art.  XIII.     J  tour  to  the  Wefl  of  England  in  1788.     By  the 

.   Rev.  S.  Shaw,  M.  A.   Fellow  of  gheeris  College^  Cambridge. 

8vo.    7s.    boards,     Robfon  and  Clarke*     London,  1789. 

THIS  traveller,  before  he  makes  the  tour  of  the  Weft  of 
England^  gives  an  account  of  fome  of  the  moft  confpi- 
xuoils  places  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London.  Setting  out  by 
the  Edgware  road,  the  firft  objeft  of  his  defer iption  is  the  Can- 
nons, as  it  exifted  in  the  time  of  the  Duke  of  Chandos,  by 
whom  it  Was  built.  He  thence  makes  a  circuit  to  Caen- Wood, 
the  feat  of  the  venerable  Earl  of  Mansfield,  Wanftead-Houfe, 
Greenwich,  and  Blackheath ;  after  which  he  proceeds  weftward 
on  his  more  diftant  excurfion,  purfuing  his  route  by  the  Uxbridge 
road. 

The  place  moft  particularly  defcribed  within  the  county  of 
Middlefex  is  Ofterley-Houfe,  where  Sir  Thomas  Greftiam  built 
a  fplendid  feat  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  at  which  he 
fomptuoufly  entertained  her  majefty  about  the  year  1577.     The 
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queen,  w6  are  told,  found  fault  with  the  court  of  this  houfe,  m 
too  great  j  affirming  that  it  would  appear  more  handfome  if  di- 
vided with  a  wall  in  the  middle.  Upon  this  Sir  Thomas,  in 
the  night- time*  fent  to  London  for  workmen,  who  fpeedily  and 
filently  plying  their  bufinefs,  in  the  morning  the  court  was  round 
in  the  ftate  which  had  been  fuggefted  by  her  majefty.  This 
place  is  now  in  the  poffeffion  of  -Mrs,  Child,  widow  of  the  late 
Mr.  Child,  an  eminent  banker  in  London,  who  was  defcended 
from  Sir  Francis.  The  houfe  Hands  nearlv  in  the  centre  of  a 
large  park,  and  is  built  in  the  form  of  an  half  H,  with  a  very 
large  portico  in  front.  The  hall,  which  is  the  grand  entrance, 
is  fixty-three  feet  in  length,  and  otherwife  proportionablev  The 
collection  of  paintings  in  this  houfe  is  much  admired.  On  the 
cieling  of  the  ftaircafe  is  the  apotheofis  of  William,  Prince  of 
Orange,  who  was  affaffinated  at  Delft,  by  Bellages  Gerrard,  in 
1584,  painted  by  Rubens.  The  gallery  meafures  one  hundred 
and  thirty-fix  feet  in  length,  by  twenty^feven,  and  is  elegantly 
furnifhed. 

The  traveller,  quitting  the  Oxford  road  beyond  Uxbridge, 
proceeded  towards  Amerfham,  and  pafled  Bulitrode  Park,  the 
paternal  feat  of  the  Duke  of  Portland.     <  This,'  fay$  he, 

*  Had  formerly  been  the  feat  pf  a  family  of  its  own  name,  who 
Kad  been  of  much  confideration  in  this  county  fince  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward IV.  of  which  the  heirefs  was  mother  of  Sit  Bulftrd&e  Whit- 
focke,  one  of  Cromwell's  lords,  a  man  well  known ;  who,  after  the 
reiteration ,  retiring  to  Chilton  Park,  in  Wilts,  lived  there  in  great 
retirement,  and  died  at  that  place  July  28,  1675.  This  feat  after- 
wards belonged  to  the  infamous  Lord  Chancellor  Jeffreys,  by  whole 
attainder  at  the  Revolution  it  fell  to  the  crown,  and  thence  came  by 
grant  to  William,  the  firft  Earl  of  Portland,  who  came  over  from 
Holland  with  William  IIL  and  died  here  17C9.  Thence  palling  on 
through  the  fame  agreeable  valley,  we  left  Beaconsfield  rail  further 
©n  the  left,  made  immortal  by  the  birth  and  residence  of  Waller  tb$ 
poet,  whofe  family  now  continue  there  in  opulence,  and  by  the  pre- 
feht  habitation  of  the  celebrated  Edmund  Burke,  at  Gregories,  ano- 
ther houfe  once  belonging  to  the  Wallers.' 

Paffing  through  the  rich  vale  of  Aileftury,  and  other  places* 
of  which  the  author  gives  an  interefting  accc*unt,  he  proceeds 
to  vifit  Stowe,  the  magnificent  feat  of  the  Marquis  of  Buck- 
ingham. Stowe  was  formerly  part  of  the  pofTeflions  of  Ofeney 
Abbey,  and  belonged  to  the  bifhop  of  that  place,  when  Henry 
the  Eighth,  on  the  diflblution,  erected  the  abbey  into  a  cathe- 
dral. But  the  capricious  monarch  foon  changing  his  mind,  re- 
moved the  foundation  to  Chrift-Church ;  and  Stowe  followed 
the  fortune  of  the  abbey,  till  Queen  Elizabeth,  having,  taken 
the  eftatcs  into  her  hands,  on  a  vacancy  of  the  fee  of  Oxford, 
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granted  this  manor  and  eftate  in  159b  to  John  Temple,  Efq 
a  gentleman  of  a  very  ancient  fonjly,  feated  at  Temple-Hall,  in 
Leiecfterfhire.    *     - 

The  traveller,  having  viewed  the  principal  dbje£ks  and  ex* 
ternal  beauties  of  this  delightful  place,  in  a  round  of  between 
three  and  four  hundred  acres,  now  approached  the  new  front, 
and  proceeded  to  infpeft  its  internal  grandeur  and  decorations. 
A  flight  of  thirty-one  fteps,  defigned  in  a  mafterly  manner,  leads 
to  the  grand  portico  of  fix  Corinthian  pillars.  The  pediment 
is.  plain'  and  nandfome,  and  the  whole  of  the  centre  building  pf 
exquifite  workmanfliip,  wrought  with  various  medallions  and 
effigies.  The  pavilions  are  no  lefs  conspicuous  in  beauty  and 
ornament.  'in  the  receffe?  of  the  Loggia  are  two  very  fin* 
antiques,  a  Cybele  and  a  Juno  in  white  marble,  the  drapery  ex* 
-  ceecKngljr  beautiful .  The  faloon  is  a  moft  elegant  oval,  lighted 
hj  a  central  dome.  Its  dimenfions  are  fixty  by  forty-three  and 
fifty-fix.  The  deling  is  divided  into  a  multiplicity  of  highly^ 
decorated  compartments.  The  cornice,  fupported  by  fixteen 
columns  in  Scaiola,  is  of  the  Doric  order ;  and  above  it,  is  a 
magnificent  Alto  reljevo.  The  pavement  of  the  faloon  is  of 
fine  Mafia  Carrara  marble,  cut  in  four-feet  fquares.         "  . 

For  a  farther  account  of  this  magnificent  place,  we  muft  refer 
our  readers  to  the  work,  and  content  ourfelves  with  tracing  the 
progrefs  of  die  traveller  in  his  fubfequent  journey.  He  nexjt 
dire&s  his  courfe  through  Middleton-Jkoney  to  Woodftock,  of 
which  he  gives  the  follpwing  account : 

v  '  Woodftock  Park  feems  to  have  been  a  royal  feat  ever  fince  the 
4ays  of  King  Alfred,  wbp  is  faid  to  have  tranflated  Boethius  de 
Confolatipng  rhilofophiaa  here.  King  Etheldred  held  an  auembly  of 
the  nates,  and  ena&ed  feyeral  laws  here.  Henry  I.  was  fond  of  this, 
palace,  to  which  he  made  additions,  and  endofed  the  park,  faid  to 
have  been  the  firft  in  Englan<£,  with  a  ftone  wall.  But  Doomiday 
Book  proves  parks  to  have  exifted'at  die  time  of  its  compilation.  It 
is  probable  therefore  this  was  the  fir  ft  time  fuch  a  mode  of  enclofure 
was  ufed.  Jrlenry  II.  had  his  chief  refidence  here,  and  built  his 
miftrefs,  the  fair  Rofamond,  an  houfe  in  the  park,  and,  to  fecure 
her  from  the  jealoufy  of  his  queen,  encompaffed  it  with  a  labyrinth 
fo  intricate,  that  none  might  find  her,  except  fuch  as  had  received 
the  clue  from  her.  Yet  even  in  Camden's  time  there  were  no  remains 
of  the  labyrinth.  At  this  palace  Edmund,  fecond  fon  of  Edward  I. 
(afterwards  Earl  of  Kent),  and  Thomas,  third  fon  of  Jidward  II L 

(created  Duke  of  Gloucefter),  were  both  born,  and  both  were  thence 
urnamed  of  Woodftock.  Here  the  Princefs  Elizabeth,  afterwards 
Queen,  was  fome  time  kept  a  prifoner,  and  not  in  the  beft  apart- 
ments. She  was  brought  from  the  tower  hither  under  the  conduct 
of  Sir  Henry  Bedingfield.  As  fhe  paffed,  the  people  rejoiced,  and 
the  bells  rung,  but  this  fo  difpleafed  her  keeper  that  he  put  the 
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lingers  in  the  flocks,  This  raifed  fuch  fufpicions  m  the  Prm'deft/ 
that  (he  faid  to  her  friends,  '  As  a  fheep  to  the  (laughter,  fo  am  I 

*  led.'  She  was  kept  under  a  guard  of  ioldiers  night  and  day;  and 
a  fire  happening  between  the  floor  of  her  chamber  and  the  ceiling  of 
the  room  below  (fufpe&ed  purpofely),  (he  bad  infallibly  pcrifhed, 
had  not  fomebody  pulled  up  the  boards  and  quenched  the  flames. 
Here  one  day,  looking  penfively  through  her  prifon-window,  ihe  ob- 
ferved  a  maid  in  the  park  milking  a  cow,  and  merrily  finging  over 
her  pail ;  whereupon  (he  exclaimed  '  that  liberty  and  fearlefsnefs 

*  were  more  valuable  than  all  the  greatnefs  in  the  world,  and  wifhed 
<  tnat  (he  were  rather  that  milkmaid  than  a  princefs.'  from  hence- 
forth this  palace  continued  in  the  crown ;  and  Fuller,  in  his  Wor- 
thies (pubhfhed  fince  the  Reftoration),  calls  it  a  fair  building*  How- 
ever, it  was  then  in  its  wane,  and  by  a  print  of  it  in -Queen  Eliza- 
beth's progrefles,  from  a  drawing  in  the  beginning  of  this  century, 
it  appears  there  were  at  that  time  but  inconfiderable  remains.  Artery 
wards  Queen  Anne,  with  the  concurrence  of  parliament,  granted  al) 
the  intereft  of  the  crown  in  the  honour  and  manor  of  Woodftock, 
and  hundred  of  Wotton,  to  John,  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  his 
heirs,  as  a  reward  of  his  eminent  and  unparalleled  fervices,  in  gain- 
ing by  his  courage  and  conducl  divers  victories  oyer  the  French  and 
Bavarian  army  at  Snellen berge,  and  other  places ;  but  more  efpeT 
cially  at  Blenheim,  by  which  the  frontiers  of  Holland  were  fecured, 
and  England  and  the  empire  refcued  from  immediate  ruin.' 

The  magnificent  feat  at  Blenheim  is  afterwards  defcribed  by 
the  author,  as  is  like  wife  Lord  Harcourt's  houfe  at  Nunehamj 
from  which  he  proceeded  to  vifit  the  adjacent  tQwn  of  Abing7 
don,  and  thence  went  along  the  road  to  Worcefter.  He  took 
in  his  way  Dicheley,  formerly  the  feat  of  Lord  Litchfield,  but 
riow  of  Lord  Dillon.  At  this  feat,  our  author  obferves,  wa$ 
born  the  famous  John  Wilmot,  EarJ  of  Rochefter,  who  was 
both  the  ornament  and  difgrace  of  the  court  pf  Charles  the, 
Second,  * 

We  cannot  take  upon  us  to  purfue  the  detail  of  this  au- 
thor's tour  any  farther*;  but  we  mull,  in  juftice  to  his  narra- 
tive, inform  our  readers  that  it  comprifes  a  defcription  of  all 
that  is  moft  remarkable  in  the  Weft  of  England ;  and  that, 
with  an  account  of  a  number  of  interefting  objects,  the  traveller 
affords  a  variety  of  information  and  amufemerit,  on  a  journey 
continued  through  upwards  of  a  thoufand  miles. 

Art.  XIV.     Amufenxents   a  poetical  Edgy.     By  Henry  Janus 

"-*"■-  -    '•    "-      'daljjpgo   * 
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^TpHE  defign  of  this  poem  is  to  trace  |he  prqgrefs  of  amufeT 

x     ment  through  its  various  ftages,  frdm  a  ftate  of  nature  to 

that  of  the  higheft  refinement.  -The  idea  is  philofophical,  and 
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the  execution  as  Ipirited  as  that  of  a  didactic  poem,  for  fuch  we 
may  call  it,  can  be.  In  the  proem  the  author  briefly  hints  at 
the  amufements  of  favages,  thofe  of  the  heroic  ages  in  Greece 
and  Rome,  afid  in  the  days  of  chivalry  in  this  country.  If  any 
obje&ion  can  be  made  to  the  work,  we  fear  it  will  be  to  this 
part,  which,  though  in  itfelf  juft  and  poetical,  may  contain  many 
allufions  which,  not  being  fufficiently  obvious  to  common 
readers,  will  of  courfe  be  lefs  interefting.  For  this,  however, 
our  author  has  amply  compenfated  in  his  defcriptions  of  modern 
times,  which  are  indeed  pointed,  juft,  and  pleafantly  fevere. 
After  glancing  at  moft  of  the  time-killing  purfuits  of  the  me- 
tropolis, we  are  introduced  to  a  country  affemblv,  moft  cha- 
ra&eriftically  defcribed,  and  which  we  would  gladly  pVefent  to 
our  readers,  but  that  the  following  may  be  more  interefting,  as 
relating  to  fcenes  more  univerfally  reforted  to : 

*  But  what  are  thefe,  by  ftarts  alone  purfii'd, 

Thefe  partial  errors  of  the  moon  ? — when  view'd 

By  that  affemWage  of  each  ruftic  grace, 

That  cynofure  of  joy,  a  country  race ; 

Where,-  with  fatigue  and  dulnefs  in  her  train, 

Provincial  pleafure  holds  her  proudeft  reign  ? 

O  that  my  mufe  in  equal  verfe  could  tell 

Each  varied  object  which  (he  knows  fo  well !  — 

The  crowded  ordinary's  loud  repaft, 

The  frequent  bumper  fwallow'd  down  in  hafte, 

The  rattling  carriage  driven  with  drunken  fpeed, 

The  bawling  hawker,  and  the  reftive  deed, 

The  profFer'd  bet  with  interje&ion  ftrong, 

And  the  fhrill  fquallings  of  the  female  throng ; 

The  founding  hoof,  the  whip's  coercive  found, 

As  the  fleet  courfers  ftretch  along  the  ground, 

When  the  repeated  oath  and  menace  loud 

Warn  from  the  lifted  courfe  the  prefling  croud ; 

The  various  horrors  of  the  narrow  lane, 

As  the  promifcuous  heaps  the  town  regain, 

Where  coaches,  waggons,  horfenu      footmen,  all 

Ruftv eager  to  the  alehoufe  or  the  ball; 

The  fragrant  toilette  of  the  crouded  room, 

The  ftables  and  the  kitchen's  mix'd  perfume ; 

The  minuet's  fober  note  tilt  midnight  drawn, 

The  gayer  dance  beyond  the  hour  of  dawn; 

*While  the  vex'd  gamefter  at  his  rubber  hears 

The  eternal  tune  ftill  droning  in  his  ears ; 

The  fupper,  circling  toaft,  and  choral  lay,     * 

Protrae\ed  far  into  the  folid  day; 

The  interrupted  fleep,  till,  noon  again 

Roufe-to  thd  early^feaft  the  drowfy  train, 

And  to  the  bev'rage  of  the  Indian  weed  , 

The  fmoking  haunch  and  mantling  bowl  fucceed.— 
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Is  this  amufcrocnt  ? — Afk  the  county  knigh^ 
Prefs'd  into  plea&re  in  his  own  defpight, 
"Who,  quitting  all  the  placid  joys  of  home 
For  feven  months  feffion  in  St.  Stephen's  dome, 
Compell'd  each  office  of  fatigue  to  (hare, 
And  every  quarter  fill  the  quorum's  chair, 
Mutt  all  thefe  mingled  forms  of  mirth  partake, 
Drink,  dance,  and  gamble,  for  his  country's  fake  j 
A(k  him  if  days  in  dull  committees  fpent, 
Or  (leepleis  nights  to  oratory  lent, 
Tho'  litigation  wafte  the  morning's  hours, 
Or  fancy  crown  the  eve  with  eaftern  flowers ; 
Aflt  him  if  months  that  toils  like  thefe  employ, 
'Are  half  fo  hard  as  this  oppreffive  joy.' 

Our  author  concludes  with  an  elegant  little  epifode,  which  we 
pannot  withhold  from  our  readers : 

4  But  fay,  what  fafli  ion  able  form  appears, 

Whofc  vacant  brow  reflection's  afoect  wears  ?  ' 

Who  rolls  the  eye  with  fenfeiefc  iapience  full, 

In  trifles  wife,  and  venerably  dull  ? — 

I  know  him  well. — In  midnight  fumes  enclos'd 

Of  the  Virginian  weed,  while  Folly  dos'd, 

Duinefs  ad vane'd  with  aldermanic  tread 

In  folemn  filence  to  the  ideot's  bed, 

And  in  the  produce  of  the  ftol'n  embrace 

The  father's  fenfe  and  mother's  wit  we  trace : 

Both  with  a  parent's  love  their  offspring  kifs'd, 

PrefagM  his  future  fame,  and  call'd  him  Whist* 

Far  from  the  courtly  race,  in  private  bred, 

With  rural  fwains  his  early  youth  he  led, 

The  cheering  folace,  by  the  wintry  fire, 

Of  the  fat  parfon  or  the  drunken  (quire ; 

Till,  when  each  livelier  game  could  charm  no  more^ 

And  dear  quadrille  itfelf  became  a  bore, 

Capricious  tafle,  with  novel  nonfenfe  fraught,. 

To  town  this  fcientific  ftranger  brought, 

Taught  him  the  c#urtly  circle's  fmjle  to  ware,  . 

Till  fafhion  bade  him  reign  iple  monarch  there* 

Struck  with  amaze,  his  JprightUer  rivals  fly 

The  chilling  torpor  of  his  gorgon  eye : 

Spadille  no  longer  rears  his  fable  fhield, 

Pam  drop§  his  halberd  arid  forfakes  the  field.  ~ 

See  where  around  the.filent  yot'ries  fit, 

To  radiant  beauty  blind,  and  deaf  to  wit ; 

Each  vacant  eye  appears  with  wifdom  fraught^ 

Each  folemn  blockhead  looks  as  if  he  thought. 

Here  coward  in&ience  infults  the  bold, 

'And  felfifh  a  v 'rice  boafls  his  la  ft  of  gold; 

Ill-temper  vents  her  fpleen  without  offence, 

And  ^oimpou^  duinefs  tfiumphs  pver  fenfe. 
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Should  fomc  iptrufive  infant  in  tjie  room 
Difturb  with  jocund  voice  the  general  gloom, 
The  parent's  eye,  with  lhcrt-liv*d.  frenzy  wild, 
Reproves  the  frolic  of  his  wifcr  child.'— 

Thefe  fpecimens  are  fufficient  to  give  die  reader  of  true  taft* 
a  juft  conception  of  this  elegant  trifle ;  and  we  can  affure  him 
(to  ufe  a  mercantile  expreffion)  he  will  not  find  the  article  in- 
ferior to  the  fample. 


FOREIGN      IITERJTURE. 

£rt.  XV,     Meptoires  hiJioriqm<>  politiques*  et  geogrjapf»ques%  fa 
Voyages  du  Comte  de  Ferrieres-Sauveboeuf  &c. 

Art.  XV.     HiJioricaU  political,  and  geographical  Memoirs  re- 
fpefting  the  Travels  of  Count  de  Ferrieres-Sauvebbeuf  through 
Thfiey,  Perfidy  and  Arabia^  from  the  Year  1782  to  1789,    8vOm  * 
n  vols.     Paris,  1790. 

fTpHE  reader  may  plainly  fee,  bythe  title  of  this  work,  thaf 
**■  it  does  not  contain  a  continued  relation  of  the  author's  tra* 
vels,  after  the  manner  of  our  modern  iournalifts,  but  detached " 
defcriptions  c?f  the  places  which  he  vifited,  with  obfervations 
and  remarks  on  fuch  objefts  as  attracted  his  attention.  Having 
been  feveral  times  at  Conftantinople,  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
making  himfelf  acquainted  with  the  principal  events  of  the  war 
lately  carried  on  between  the  Turks,  the  Ruffians,  and  the  Im- 
perialifts,  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  which  he  traces  out  at 
confiderable  length.  This  fubjecl:  takes  up  the  greater  part  of  ' 
the  firft  volume ;  but  as  extracts  from  it,  to  be  either  intereft- 
ing  or  amufing,  would  require  more  room  than  can  well  be  aU 
lowe'd  in  a  Review,  we  fhall  take  the  liberty  of  proceeding  to  ' 
the  fecond,  which  commences  with  a  defcription  of  Perfia.  The 
Count  informs  us  that  Hifpahan,  the  capital,  which  Shaw  Abbas 
the  Great  chofe  for  the  place  of  his  refidence,  is  at  prefent  al- 
tnoft  a  heap  of  ruins.  Thofq  beautiful  gardens,  which  formerly 
were  the  delight  of  its  inhabitants,  are  now  converted  into  corn- 
fields, and  one  is  objiged  to  travel  three  hours  along  roads  that 
were  once  ftreets,  in  order  to  reach  the  centre  of  the  city. 

c  The  markets,'  adds  the  author,  c  which  Shaw  Abbas  caufed 
to  be  conftru&ed  with  arched  roofs,  full  of  windows  for  the 
purpofe  of  admitting  light,  are  fpacious,  and  announce  the  an- 
cient magnificence  of  this  capital.  The  grand  fquare,  one  of 
the  largeft  in  the  world,  which  is  of  an  oblong  form,  and  nearly 
two  hundred  fathoms  in  length,  and  an  hundred  in  breadth,  is 
'  '•  ,  furrounded 
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(unrounded  by  a  canal,  and  bordered  with  houfes  all  regularly 
built ;  it  is  overlooked  by  the  palace  of  the  Perfian  kings,  which 
ftill  exhibits  feme  remains  of  the  grandeur  of  Shaw  Abbas.  Be* 
fore  the^>rincipal  gate  ftands  a  row  of  cannons,  mounted  on 
carriages,  which,  by  their  weight,  feem  to  be  immoveable  \  fe- 
deral of  them  were  taken. at  Ormus,  and  ftill  bear  the,  names 
©f  the  Portuguese  viceroys.  The  rQyal  mofque  is  fituated  on 
one  of  the  fides  of  the  fquare.  This  magnificent  edifice,  which 
is  encrufted  externally  with  marble,  has  its  dome  and  minarets 
covered  with  porcehune,  painted  fo  as  to  refemble  Mofaic  work, 
and  the  inner  part,  together  with  the  roof,  is  ornamented  with 
carving  and  gilding.  At  the  other  extremity  of  the  fquare 
ftands  a  large  guard -houfe,  in  which  there  is  a  concert  every 
evening  of  warlike  mufic.  The  clock  of  Ormus  is  ftill  feen 
here ;  but  Ali-Mourat*Kan  wouM  never  fuffer  it  to  be  erefted, 
|>ecaufe  his  aftrplogers  had  predicted  that  it  would  occasion  foam 
jmisfortune  to  himTl 

c  Hifpahariy  though  above  two-thirds  of  it  are  in  ruins,  con- 
tains more  than  three  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants.  Ev$ry  art 
and  trade  is  carried  on  in  it  to  perfection ;  and  its  manufactures 
pf  all  kinds  are  admired,  particularly  its  gold  and  filver  brocades, 
fo  Celebrated  throughout  all  Alia.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  city 
?s  that  famous  avenue  called  Cherry  which  has  a  confiderablo 
refemblance  tp  that  of  Verfailjes ;  it  confifts  pf  four  rows  of 
plane  trees,  and  is  about  three  thoufand  fathoms  in  length.  It 
fs  furrounded  by  delightful  gardens,  country  houfes,  canals,  and 
bafons,  which  ornament  this  beautiful  work  of  the  reign  of  the 
Shaw  Abbas  the  Great, 

*  The  river  Sainderon,' which  divides  the  city  into  two  parts, 
Jias  a  very  neat  bridge,  built  of  brick  and  hewn  ftone.  1$ 
confifts  of  thirty-fix  arches,  with  a  gallery  on  each  fide,  co- 
vered with  a  terrace,  from  which  there  is  a  beautiful  profpecSt  of 
the  neighbouring  gardens,  and  the  fuburbs  of  Julfa,  fituated  on 
$he  banks  of  the  river.  When  the  water  is  low  people  may  pa& 
tinder  jthp  pillars  pf  the  arches,  which  are  open  in  the  rmddle, 
and  walk  uppn  ftones  placed  at  equal  diftances.  A  little  lower 
there  is  another  bridge,  built  by  Shaw  Abbas  II.  Its' galleries 
are  broader  than  t^ote  of  the  former,  and  have  an  hexagonal 
fpace  in  the  centre  ;  an  artificial  cafcacfe  under  the  arches  forms 
a  beautiful  profpedt  to  an  elegant  palace  built  oppofite  to  it* 
the  gardens  of  which  are7the  mpft  agreeable  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Hifpahan.' 

Not  far  from  Kermencha  our  author  fawa  curious  arch,  cut 
out  in  a  mountain,  which  confifts  entirely  of  one  immenfe  rode* 
Near  it  is  a  coloffal  equeftrian  ftatue,  the  height  of  which,  from 
fhe  head  of  the  jrider  to  the  hoofs  of  the  horfe,  is  at  leaft/ixty  feef. 

•  The 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ tC 


Foriign  Literatufi*  $t<} 

*  *  The  Peruana,*  fays  he;  *  told  me  that  it  reprefented  &  petv 
fon  named  Ferrer,  celebrated  long  before  Alexander  for  hi$ 
bravery  and  extraordinary  ftature.  ft  could  not,  however,  ap- 
proach near  to  that  of  this  figure ;  nor  could  his  wife  be  (6  tall 
as  another  which  is  clofe  to  him,  but  of  lefs  fize,  I  could  pro- 
pure  no  other  information  refpe&ing  this  perfonage,  except  that 
he  left  on  feveral  other  mountains  marks  of  his  valour,  by  cutting 
out  bas-reliefs  to  immortalife  his  victories.  I  indeed  faw  in 
many  places  on  the  road  to  Hifpahan  different  works  of  the 
like  kind,  which  I  was  allured  were  monuments  of  (he  fame 
Ferrer. 

c  This  large  arch  is  about  thirty  feet  in  depth,  and  feventy  in 
height ;  on  each  fide  of  it  are  feen  figures  in  baffo-relievo,  re~ 
presenting  people  employed  in  hunting  and  fifhing :  the  whole, 
is  in  very  good  prefervation.' 

*  The  Perfians,  who  were  once  the  moft  poliflied  people  in 
Afia,  ftill  preferve,  according  to  this  traveller,  a  tafte  for  die 
arts  and  the  fciences  ;  and  they  beftow  great  attention  on  the 
education  of  their  children.  They  hate  the  Turks  becaufe  they 
prefix  Omar  tp  Ali,  whom  they  fconfider  as  the  only  guide  of 
true  heiievers :  and  they  carry  this  prejudice  fo  far  that  they  re- 
fufe  to  eat  with  thofe  who  are  not  of  their  own  fed.  If  a  Per-* 
fiah  were  'wafliirig  his  hari^s  in  a  rivulet,  he  would  not  fuffer  a" 
Turk  to  drink  at  the  fame  time  ten  paces  above  him,  left  the 
water  fhduld  defile  his  fkin.  They  are,  however,  much  lefs  fa- 
natical than  the  Turks,  for  Chriftians  may  enter  their  mofijuea 
with  great  freedom,  and  even  abjure  Mahometanifm  if  they  have 
embraced  it,  without  being  expofed,  as  in  Turkey,  to  be  put  ta 
death.  The  men  are  exceflively  jealous,  and  never  permit  their; 
wives  to  go  abroad,  or  pay  vifits,  except  once  or  twice  a  year, 
when  they  go  to  fee  their  relations ;  and  they  are  even  under 
the  neeeffity  of  enjoying  this  ftnall  liberty. in  the  night-time. 
The  profeffion  of  a  courtezan  is  not  defpifed  in  Perfia,  as  in  other 
countries.  It  is  cuftomary  for  people  who  wifli  to  have  a  fe- 
male  companion,  to  agree  with  a  woman  at  the  rate  of  fo-much 
per  month ;  (he  then  piques  herfelf  upon  her  fidelity,  and  the 
fiarties  live  happily  together. 

4  The  Perfians  have  pot;  failed  to  communicate  to  their  wives 
their  religious  ayerfion  to  eat  with'  people  who  are  not  of  their 
fe£l  j  but  if  prejudice  forbids  the  Perfian  women  to  fit  at  the 
fame  table  with  the  profane,  it  doe$  not  prevent  them  from  grant- 
ing certain  favours  to  fuch  Chriftians  as  they  love,  or  are  able 
to  make  them  confiderable  prefents ;  and  thefe  victims  of  fu- 
perftitution,  remembering  the  firft  law  of  nature,  will  readily 
Jtifs  tbofc  who  pjeafe  their  tafte,  though  they  will  neither  q>ink 
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out  of  the  fame  cup  with  them,  nor  eat  the  fruit  which  they 
have  peeled. 

*  One  of  the  marks  of  opulence  among  the  Perfians  is  to  have 
in  their  houfes  beautiful-  carpets.  Their  apartments  are  fur- 
rounded  with  a  piece  of  felt  well  wove,  but  exceedingly  thin, 
upon  which  they  feat  themfelves,  not  as  in  Turkey  crofs-legged, 
but  on  their  hams,  refting  at  the  fame  time  on  their  heels.  Ma- 
trefles  and  cushions,  in  ufe  among  the  Turks,  are  defpifed  by 
the  Perfians,  who  are  not  fo  delicate.  Their  manner  ef  fmok- 
ihg  ts  very  agreeable,  though  troublefcrne  to  thofe  who  are  hot 
acquainted  with  it.  Having  wafhed  the  tobacco,  they  put  it  into 
Ae  bowl  of  the  pipe,  which  is  placed  in  a  glafs  bottle  half  filled 
with  water ;  from  this  bottle  proceeds  a  tube  of  leather,  very 
daftic,  ten  or  twelve  feet  in  length,  through  which  they  inhak? 
the  fmoke.  By  pafling  through  the  water  it  loofes  its  acridity, 
becomes  much  milder,  and  leaves  no  difagreeable  tafte  in  the 
mouth. 

*  Perfian'noblemen,  when  they  pay  vifits,  are  accompanied  by 
a  numerous  train  of  domeftics  on  foot.  Unacquainted  with  die 
ufe  of  carriages,  they  always  ride  on  horfeback,  preceded  by 
runners,  who  can  perform  long  and  fatiguing  journies  with  great 
expedition.  v 

*  The  Perfians  violate,  without  any  difficulty,  the  law  which 
forbids  them  to  ufe  wine  and  intoxicating  liquors ;  they  almoff 
all  drink  them  without  any  fcruple,  if  they  have  not  been  on  a 
pilgrimage  to  Bagdad ;  for  if  they  have,  there  is  then  no  remif* 
fion.  Before  they  enjoy  that  happinefs  they  drink  wine  and  ftrong 
liquors  to  excefs,  reckoning  among  the  number  of  their  pleafures 
that  of  getting  completely  drunk. 

c  The  Perfians  are  accuftomed  to  wear  mourning  on  the  death 
of  their  parents ;  and  a  father  does  the  fame  for  a  fon.  The  firft 
day  they  tear  their  clothes,  befmear  their  caps  and  fleeves  with 
dung,  and  the  day  following  they  appear  in  mourning,  which 
continues  a  year  for  a  relation  in  the  firft  degree,  and  three 
months'  for  a  coufin,  during  Which  time  they  are  all  dreffed  in 
brown,  as  well  as  their  domeftics. 

c  There  is  only  one  manner  of  building  houfes  in  Perfia.  <  A 
large  hall,  with  a  clofet  on  the  right  and  another  on  the  left,  on 
the  ground  floor,  look  towards  a  garden,  the  trees  of  which  are 
difpofed  with  much  fymmetry.  Here  they  receive  vifits,  and 
entertain  their  friends,  after  which  they  retire  to  the  Haram,  or 
apartment  appropriated  for  the  women. 

c  They  are  very  ingenious  in  making  Mofaic  work  with 
pieces  of  glafs  of  different  colours,  intermixed  with  final!  mirr 
rors.  The  pillars  of  the  halls*  where  they  receive  company  are 
ornamented  with  them,  and  they  produce  a  very  agreeable  effedt. 
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r  c  Puhlic.  edifices  arc  covered  on  the  outfide  with  pctrcriakie, 
painted  in  arabefk,  and  exhibit  a  moft  beautiful  appearance  when 
the  fun  {nines  upon  them. 

«  The  Perfians  have  not  an  averfion  to  painting  like  the 
Turks  j  but  as  they  are  not  acquainted  with  the  principles  of 
drawing,  their  figures  have  all  a  refemblance  to  each  other,  and 
the  beauty  of  their  colouring  can  fcarcely  render  them  tolerable. 
Their  fculpture  confifts  of  foliage  and  flowers  in  bas-reliefs  with 
which  all  their  edifices  are  loaded.  This  mechanical  work  re- 
quires no  force  of  genius,  and  is  confined  entirely  to  exaflnefc  . 
*  ©f  fymmetry/ 

We  lhall  clofe  our  extra&s  from  this  work  at  prefent  with  the 
author's  obfervations  on  the  city  of  Bagdat. 

*  A  great  number  of  Perfians  have  eftablilhed  themfelves,  with 
their  families,  at  Bagdat;  and  fugitive  Armenians  from  Julfa. 
have  carried  thither  their  riches  and  their  induftry.  This  cityf 
the  walls  of  which  are  wafhed  by  the  Tigris,  is  joined  to  large 
fuburbs  by  a  bridge  of  boats.  It  is  indebted  for  its  increafe  to 
emigrations  from  rerfia,  to  Arabs,  who,  tired  of  living  under 
tents,  have  fettled  here,  and  to  its  convenience  for  commerce. 
Situated  in  the  middle  of  an  immenfe  defart,  Bagdat  procures  its 
provifions  from  the  higher  provinces ;  and  they  are  conveyed 
thither  in  boats  on  the  Tigris.  The  city  is  built  of  excellent 
bricks ;  and  the  markets  are  fpacious,  ana  covered  with  beautiful 
arches ;  but  the  heat,  which  is  exceffive,  obliges  the  inhabitants, 
during  four  months  of  the  year,  to  retire  to  their  cellars  for  the 
fake  of  coolnefs ;  and  they  are  accuftomed,  in  the  night,  to  fleep 
on  the  terraces  of  their  houfes,  without  experiencing  the  lead 
inconvenience. 

c  The  principal  articles  of  the  trade  of  Bagdat  are  Indian 
fluffs  and  cotton  cloth,  brought  from  Buflbrah  j  the  (bawls  of 
Ca(hemere,  and  the  drugs  and  filks  of  Perfia.  The  dates  of  its 
neighbourhood  are  highly  efteemed,  and  are  a  great  refource  to 
the  Arabs  of  the  defart,  who  make  them  the  principal  part  of  x 
their  nourifhment.  The  palm-tree  produces  nothing  but  flowers  ; 
and  its  feed,  which  is  a  kind  of  white  duft,  muff  be  conveyed 
by  the  wind,  or  the  hand  of  the  hufbandman,  into  the  calyx  of 
the  flowers  of  the  date- tree,  other  wife  it  would  remain  barren. 
S6me  years  ago  we  had  a-very  ftriking  proof  of  the  neceflity  of 
employing  die  feed  of  the  palm-tree  to  impregnate  the  flower* 
of  the  date-tree.  The  King  of  Pruffia  having  one  at  Berlin, 
which  had"long  blown  to  no  purpofe,  ordered  fome  flowers  of  a 
palm-tree,  that  wa$  in  a  green-houfe  at  Louvain,  to  be  fent  to 
him  by  the  poft ;  and  they  were  fo  well  preferved  on  the  road, 
that  when  they  were  fhaken  over  thofe  of  the  date-tree  at  Berlin 
it  produced  fruit  die  feme  year, 
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c  The  Arabs  derive  great  advantage  from  this  tree,  as  if* 
fruit  fupplies  therri  with  food,  and  as  they  befides  extraft  a  Very 
ftrong  fpirit  from  it.  The  kernel  of  the  nut  pounded  fupplies1 
joourifhment  for  their  camete,  the  trunk  is  employed  foi  houfe 
timber ;  threads  formed  of  the  bark,  intermixed  in  certain  fluffs, 
render  them  much  more  durable ;  the  branches  are  ufed  for  mak- 
ing bedfteads  or  boxes  >  and  its  long  pliable  leaves  are  wove  into 
mats  and  bafkets. 

*  In  the  neighbourhood  of  this  city  there  is  a  very  hi^h  mount 
of  ancient  ruins,  Which  the  Arabs  call  the  tower  of  Nimrod ; 
and  on  the  borders  of  the  Euphrates,  in  Mefopotamia,  is  found 
that  cement  which  was  formerly  employed  in  building  the  walls 
and  bridge  of  Babylon.  It  is  difperfed  over  the  furface  of  thef 
earth  in  large  Cakes,  five  or  fix  feet  in  breadth.  It  is  as  black  as 
pitch,  and  has  the  fame  fmell.  In  feveral  villages  it  is  purified 
from  iand  by  boiling  it  in  large  cauldrons,  after  which  it  is  ufed 
for  caulking  thofe  barks  that  navigate  the  river  >  and  the  Arabs 
tranfport  quantities  of  it  to  Buflbrah/ 

[  To  be  continued.  ] 


Art.  XVI.  Of  the  Effete  of  the  Cold  of  the  Jointer  1788-8$ 
on  Animals  and  Vegetables.  Read  by  P.  Cotte  in  the  Royal  So- 
ciety of  Agriculture  of  Laon>  September  5,  1789. 

'T'HE  winter  1788-89  was  rendered  remarkable  by  the  in- 
A  tenfe  cold  felt  all  over  Europe,  by  the  enormous  quantity 
of  fnow,  which  covered  the  earth,  and  the  effe&s  which  the  froft 
produced  Upon  men,  animals,  and  vegetables.  The  froft  com-* 
menced  the  25th  of  November,  and  continued  till  the  13th  of 
January,  including  a  fpace  of  fifty  days  fucceffively,  with  the  in- 
termiffion  of  only  one  day  of  thaw  (the  25th  of  December). 
This  period  was  attended  with  considerable  injary  to  animals 
and  Vegetables  ;  fome  of  its  effects,  taken  from  obfervation,  we? 
fliall  proceed  to  enumerate. 

I.    The   Vine. 

The  effects  of  the  froft  on  the  vine  were  perceptible  from  thd 
different  colour  of.  that  part  of  it,  which  was  under  the  fnow, 
from  that  which  was  above,  from  the  withered  ftate  of  the 
items,  and  the  colour  of  the  juice,  which  was  black.  What 
is  remarkable,  the  young  and  (lender  vines  fullered  lefc  than  the 
old,  which  were  taller  and  ftronger,  and  even  than  thofe  which 
were  grafted.  In  fpitfe  of  the  precautions  which  were  taken  irt 
fpring  to  give  them  air,  there  were  but  few  clutters  produced  % 
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the  froft  had  feized  the  aqueous  part  of  the  vine,  and  at  the      ' 
moment  of  thaw,  from  the  improper  combination  of  the  water 
with  the  fpirit  of  the  vine,  there  was  occafioned  a  decay  in  the 
quality  and  colour. 

N  II.    Fruit-Trees. 

It  was  remarked  that  young  trees,  whofe  bark  was  fmooth, 
fuffered  lefs  than  old  trees,  whofe  bark  was  rough ;  from  which 
it  was  concluded,  that  the  congealed  water  fixed  in  the  cavities 
of  the  bark  had  occafioned  all  the  injury.  It  was  remarked 
that  the  bark  of  the  frozen  trees  was  black,  and  the  wood  of  a 
yellow  colour ;  the  body  of  the  tree  and  the  branches  were  in- 
juredin  feveral  places:  no  means  that  were  employed  to  re-, 
medy  the  effects  of  the  froft  completely  fucceeded.  Several  trees 
did  not  flour ifh,  and  were  abfolutely  dead;  others  produced  a 
few  buds  that  were  foon  deftroyed ;  fome  trees  produced  flowers 
and  fruits,  which  feH  in  fummer,  the  trees  themfelves  withered, 
and  fome  brought  their  fruits  to  maturity,  but  are  expected  not 
to  furvive  autumn.  Some  trees  were  faved  by  cutting  them 
very  (hort,  or  by  making  incifions  in  the  bark.  Thofe  which 
faltered  moft  were  the  walnut-tree,  the  winter  pear-tree,  the 
apple-tree,  part  of  the  peach-trees,  and  the  fig-tree;  thofe 
which  fuffered  leaft  were  the  plum-tree,  the  apricot-tree,  the 
cherry-tree :  thofe  were  moft  damaged  which  were  expofed  to 
the  fouth* 

III.    Forest-Trees. 

The  effeft  of  the  froft  on  the  foreft-trees  has  been  to  retrf 
them,  which  occafioned  the  lofs  of  a  confiderable  number.  Thofe 
which  fuffered  moft  were  the  oak,  the  afh,  the  elm,  the  linden- 
.  tree,  the  filberd. 

IV.    Foreign  Trees. 

Thefe  are  but  little  cultivated  in  this  country.  It  was  re- 
marked that  the  trees  always  green,  as  the  laurel,  loft  their 
leaves  ;  thofe  called  Les  Arbres  de  Judeey  and  the  toxicodendron, 
withered,  both  trunk  and  branches,  but  the  roots  produced  new 
fterns. 

V.    Grain. 

The  grain  did  not  fuffer  where  it  was  covered  with  fnow, 
and  the  harveft  was  fufficiently  plentiful  from  Champagne  to 
S.  Quentin,  where  the  (how  had  fallen  two  days  after  the  froft : 
no  grain  was  hurt  except  what  had  been  fown  late.  But  from 
S.  Quentin  to  Flanders  the  fnow  did  not  fall  till  three  weeks 
after  the  froft,  which  made  aftonifhing  ravages  in  almoft  all 
French  Flanders,  and  a  good  part  of  Artois.  The  winter-barley, 
and  the  corn  fowed  late,  were  entirely  loft.     After  the  thaw 
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winter  grain  wis  fown  on  the  former  (bed,  in  order  to  preferve 
what  the  froft  had  fpared :  this  laft  feed  quickly  fprung  up.  In 
ftrong  and  rich  lands  winter-grain  was  fowed  -,  in  thinner  ground, 
barley. 

VI.    Kitchen-Root $. 

All  thofe  plants  were  preferved  which  the  fnow  had  covered, 
but  the  others  have  been  the  vidims  of  the  froft,  as  arti- 
chokes, colewort,  fellery,  and  the  aromatic  herbs;  thofe  pre-? 
ferved  were  the  forrel,  lettuce,  afparagus,  and  wild  fuccory. 

VIL    Fishes. 

So  intenfe  was  the  froft  that  the  ufual  method  employed  for 
preferring  fifties,  by  making  holes  in  the  ice,  did  not  fucceed* 
becaufe  the  fiflies,  when  they  came  to  breathe  at  thefe  holes, 
were  at  once  enclofed  between  two  pieces  of  ice.  The  fifties, 
however,  in  deep  pondsj  did  not  (hare  the  fete  of  the  others. 
The  eel  ftiftered  moft  on  this  occafion,  and  nertt  to  die  eel  the 
pike  and  the  carp. 

VIII.    Animals* 

Hens  and  turkies  are  moft  expofed  to  the  effe&s  of  froft ;  fe- 
deral hens  loft  their  legs ;  which  did  not,  however,  prevent 
them,  after  the  thaw,  from  laying  eggs ;  they  fupplied  the  lofs 
of  their  legs  by  employing  their  knee*  in  walking.  In  general, 
the  cows  and  horfes  fuffered  little,  being  well  fed  and  kept 
warm. 
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MISCELLANEOUS* 

A*T.  17.  mfays  and  Refleelions  on  various  Subjefis  of  Politics  and 
Bcitnct.  No.  I.  By  Robert  Young.  8vo.  is.  Becket.  London, 
1790. 

TH  E  firft.  Efiay  in  this  number  is  on  the  poor ;  concerning  which 
clafs  of  the  community  we  meet  with  many  juft  obfervations. 
The  plan  which  the  author  iuggefts  for  their  provision  and  employ, 
ment,  has  at  leatt  the  merit  of  novelty.  He  propofes  that  a  town 
fhould  be  built  for  them,  on  fome  of  the  wafte  lands  in  England,  by 
voluntary  fubfeription,  and  that  all  of  them  fhould  be  invited  to  re- 
fort  thither,  on  certain  conditions ;  among  which,  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal would  be  that  of  labouring  in  different  occupations.  The  fe- 
cond  effay  is  on  the  principals  of  law.  This  likewife  contains  many 
7  juJl 
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juft  observation*  and  reflexions ;  but  being  treated  abftractcdry,  and 
in  the  aphori&ical  manner,  it  will,  we  fear,  prove  unineerefting  to 
mbft  readers.  The  title  of  the  third  eflay  is,  On  Female  Seduction  i 
but  there  being  only  two  pages  of  it  printed  in  the  prefent  number* 
we  can  form  no  judgment  of  it  until  we  have  feen  the  continuation 
of  the  work. 

Art.  i 8.  A  Dialogue  on  the  Revenue  Laws ;  between  a  Magijirate,  ■,* 
lawyer,  a  Courtier,  and  an  Anti-Courtier.  8vo.  31.  fewed. 
Egertons.     London,  1790. 

The  feveral  interlocutors  in  this  dialogue  maintain  the  converft- 
tion  exactly  according  to  their  refpective  characters.  The  magiftrate, 
from  what  we  can  colled,  may  be  Aippofed  to  be  iufficiently  conver- 
iant  with  Burn's  Juftice  of  Peace ;  the  lawyer  is  a  man  of  penetra- 
tion, and  of  legal  knowledge ;  the  courtier  is  a  rational  fupportcr  of 
adrainiftration ;  and  the  anti-courtier  appears  to  oppofe  the  fenti- 
ments  of  his  antagonift  more  from  prejudice  than  evident  conviction; 
On  the  whole,  the  dialogue  is  well  conducted,  and  contains  many  jnft 
obfervations  refpecting  the  revenue  laws. 

Artv  19.  A  Letter  to  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Barf,  concerning  the  Virtnee 
of  the  Muriatic  Acid,  or  Spirit  of  Sea  Salt,  in  the  Cure  of  Putrid  D If - 
safes.  By  Sir  WiUiam  Fordyce,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  8vo.  1  s.  Cadeli. 
London,  1790. 

Sir  William  Fordyce  extols  the  muriatic  acid  at  highly  ufefut  in 
putrid  difeafes;  and  it  doubtlefs  is  fo  from  its  powerful  analeptic 
quality.  He  thinks,  on  the  fame  principle,  that  it  would  prove  ex* 
tremely  beneficial  in  the  plague ;  a  conjecture  which  is  far  from  being 
improbable. 

Art.  to.     Diftrejis  and  miraculous  Prefer  vation  of  his  Majefly's  Ship 
tie  Guardian.     8vo.  is.    Forbes.    London,  1790. 

The  diftreflfes  of  the  Guardian  have  excited  the  fympathy,  and  her 
prefervation  the  joy,  of  the  pubKc.  The  prefent  pamphlet  contains 
a  journal  of  her  progrefs  during  the  awful  period  that  intervened 
from  the  sad  of  December  to  the  3d  of  January,  when  they  pro- 
cured the  afliftance  of  a  French  merchantman,  named  the  Vifcountefi 
of  Bantannie.  The  Guardian  was  again  very  near  being  foundered 
on  the  6th  of  January  5  but  on  the  10th  happily  anchored  in  Table* 
Bay,  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  While  the  misfortunes  of  this 
fhip  afford  a  ftriking  inftance  of  the  dangers  attendant  on  maritime 
adventure,  her  providential  deliverance  may  ftili  excite  hope  in  the 
midft  of  the  mod  horrible  diftrefs*  and  we  behold,  m  her  laft  tranfi- 
tion,  the  aufpicious  effects  of  that  perfevering  activity  which,  under 
God,  proved  the  means  of  her  prefervation.  * 


inc.  aiv.  vol.xvi.  sspt.  1790. 
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A*t.  a  i .  fWtoi  •/  «P*4*  D**/n  */  &*$£  ^^  r#1  ptm€o*JoliJ*ted 
JB,  and  other  Regulations  to  the  prreftut  ¥me.  Byyekn  Got  ft, 
Officer  ef  Exerfe,  Mdernwflen,  Beth.  9ve.  49.  boards;-  ILeariley. 
London,  1790; 

This  is  a  work  of  great  labour;  and*  from  the  compendious  mah- 
ner  in  which  it  is  executed,  it  cannot  but  prove  highly  uif  fill  to  thofe 
who  are  concerned  hi  the  bufinefs  of  excift,  The  index  it  a  com- 
plete abftracl  of  all  the  laws  of  eicife  which  infpofe  any  duties,  and 
snake  regulations  and  provifions  for  **y  allowance*  or  drawbacks 
upon  goods  charged  with  that  tax,  either  for  home  confumption  or 
exportation.'  The  rule  for  ufcng  the  tablet  »  efctremety  /clear  and 
easy ;  and  the  latter,  we  doubt  not,  are  accurate*  On  the  whole,  it 
anuft  be  a  valuable  affiflant  in  the  tranfaAtoos  of  the  excije*:  and,  in 
order  to  be  generally  porchafed,  needs  only  to  be  known*    j 

AnT.  22.  Impartial  Thoughts  upon  the  beneficial  Confequencps  of  in- 
rolling  all  Deeds,  Wills,  and  Codicils  affeBing  Lands  throughout 
England  and  Wales*  By  Francis  Flvwdtn,  Efq.  Conveyancer^  ,8vo. 
3s.    Brooks.    London,  1790.  \ 

The  Importance  <>f  inrolling  »H  documents  relative  to  the«enjvey- 
ance  of  property«  is  too  obvious  to  be  queftioned,  and  is  indeed  often 
die  fubjeft  of  fpeculation  on  political  improvement. ~  That  fb  ne- 
Ceflary  an  expedient  has  not  yet  been  adopted  in  alt  the  counties  Of 
En%land>  may  jttftly  be  confidcrcd  as  furpnfing.  Mr.  BWwden,  how- 
ever, now  urge*  the  fubject  with  much  profeffiooai  ability*  ^mi  he 
lias  given  foch  a  draught  of  a  bill  for  the  purnofe,  as  wiU^f  rea^y  fa- 
cilitate the  execution  of the  ufeful  proposal  .which  hc&ggenW 

AaT#  23.     St.  Jantes's'Sfreet;  a  Vo?m,  in  Blank  Vtrfe.     Jky  $farvt*> 
duke  Milton,  Efq.    4*0.    2s.    Debrett.    London,  1790. 

The  author  of  this  poem  feesns  not  Sufficiently  aware  now  ^arduous 

*  a  talk  he  has  undertaken.     With  a  view,  we  fuDpoie,  of  heightening 

the  burlefque,  he  has  attempted  to  defcribe  the  snog  trifling  occn« 

Eitions  of  nirfi  Hfe  in  heroic  blank  verfe.  We  will  not  pretend  to 
y  whether  the  defigh  is  executed  as  well  4s  it  could  be,  bacaufe  we 
Cannot  eafily  form  an  idea  how  it  could  be  executed  at  all.  How- 
ever, the  poet  certainly  gives  fome  proofs  of  receiving  tie  counte- 
nance of  a  mufe ;  and  had  he  adopted  the  fprightly  verification  of 
Anitie,  it  is  probable  his  performance  might  have  been  lead  with 
applaufe.  His  little  fonnet  to  the  handsome  flower  girl,  whom  he 
calls  the  Flora  of  St.  James's-Street,  (hews  him  not  deficient  in  the 
conftruAion  of  rhyme ;  knd  many  parts  of  the  poem  have  as  much 
(Writ  and  fire  as  the  folemnity  of  blank  verfe  will  admit.  The 
following  defcrt  prion  of  a  faihjonabk  man's  evening  wt  ofcr  as  a  fpc« 
cimen  of  the  latter; 

*  Ev'n  now  the  fblemn  myftic  rites  begin 
Noetnrnal.-^Duly  thefe  to  celebrate, 
With  pomp  convenient,  /lately  temples  rife. 
With  every  fplendid  decoration  gay, 

Beneath 
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Beneath,  *h*  ftv'ftpg aufpices,  4  S^  J<|mea !— * 

-Above  the  c^T«*?^  rtfe  pf«  cmu»pot# 

.With  vftajted  dojacs,  and  boa£  the  well-known  names. 

Of  Boodle,  Brookes,  and  White,  wfio  kindly  &i£ 

Thefe  foacious  fanes  their  willing  gates  unfold 

-To  cbofen  worOifppers,  w(m>  all  night  long 

Hither  refort  hi  never-ceafing  crowds,  .     « 

And,  pleas'd  their  votive  offerings  to  make,  '    \ 

Befide  the' altars  take  their  pious  ftand 

With  zealot  perfeverance,  nor  retiuc 

/Till  rofy  morn  proclaim  returning  day; 

Nay,  fometiaiel,  wrapt  in  holy  reverence,. 

They  ftart  not  *  at  the  trowing  of  ibt  cock? 
"  ^  btofo  to  *fao*»  fart  <f  Jay  i&lf  ,   .-\ 

For  theft  protracted,  rites,— which  thou,  perhaps  ...    .;.,.- 

Reader  benign,  may'ft  now  expect,  the  mufe 

Should  fully  to  thy  curious  ear  reveal.*— 
I  •-  ■  •  .»*... 

If  Dr.  Johnibn  conceived  cor  language  unequal  to  defcrioe  the  (b- 
lemn  fubjeds  of  Milton  in  blank  verfe,  what  would,  he  haveiaid   ' 
of  a  poem  in  the  fame  mcafure  on— St.  jAj*E$VSTiiE*T  ? 

Ait.  24.     The  Grave  of  Howard.    By  W.  L.  B$wle&     #0.    rt. 
.    Salilbury  printed  for  Dilly,  London,  1790. 

It  would  be  difficult,  perhaps  impoffiMe,  to  produce  a  opem  wor- 
thy ef  fuch  a  character.  Mr.  Bowles,  however,  has  written  wiyx 
energy;  tehderoefs,  aqd  pathos.  If  he  is  rarely  brilliant  he  is  never 
dull,  and  appears  always  warmly  imprefied  with  his  fubjeft. 

After  feme  reflexions  of  the  fcene  that  clofed  this  good  man's 
toils,  the  poet  is  induced  to  indulge  a  hope  that  the  recoiieftkm  \t 
his  life  and:  character  may  produce  feme  good  effects  on  the  barbarous 
tempers  of  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  «gsons ;  ' 

4  When  on  thefeunding  Euxine's  ftorray  tides 

la  hoftile  pomp  the  Turk's  proud  na-»y  rides, 

Bent  on  the  frontiers  of  th' imperial  Czar, 

To  poar  the  terapeft  of  vindictive  war ; 

if  onward  to  thofe  mores-  they  haply  fleer, 
-  ->Where,  Howard,  thy  cold  duft  repofes  near, 

While  o'er  the  wave  the  (ilken  pennants  ftream* 

AM  fee*  fat  off  the  golden  crefeeats  gleam, 
;  Amid  the  pomp  of  war  the  {welling  breaft 

Shall  feel  a  fHU  unwonted  awe  imprefs'd, 

Arid  the  relenting  pagan  turn  afide 
;  Te-tkink  en  yonder  ihore— the  Chr$i*n  died.* 

The  conclufion  well  exprefles  the  reflections  that  maft  arife  m^every 
Chriftian  mind  on  fe;  wful  a  dsfpenfyion :  , 

■■'  *     ■■'"■■  'j ■>■»■■      1 

•  Partem  folida  demere  de  die.——  Ho*. 

?  2  'For 
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4  For  me,  who  mufing,  Howard,  on  thy  fate 
Thefe  penfive  Grains  at  evening  meditate, 
.  r  I  thank  thee  for  thcfc  lefToos  thoo  haft  taught, 
.  To  mend  my  heart,  or  animate  my  thought; 
.    I  thank;  thee,  Howard,  for  that  awful  view 

Of  We  which  thoo  haft  drawn-~moft  fad— moft  true! 
Thoo  art  no  more*— and  the  frail  fading  bloom 
>     Of  this  poor  offering  dies  upon  thy  tomb ; 
Yet  ftili  furvive  each,  fympathy,  impreft 
By  all  thy  deeds  of  mercy  on  the  hreait 
So  may  we  not  on  life's  long  journey  go 
Hccdlefs or  callous  to  the  pUint  of  woe/ 

There  are  paflages  in  the  poem  more  nervous  and  defcriptive  than 
what  we  have  quoted ;  but  thefe  appeared  the  leaf!  connected,  and 
fufficient  to  give  our  readers  a  juft  ientiment  of  the  work. 

A*T»  *{•     H*ppmtfi\  a  Poem.    4to.    is.  6d,    Ridgeway.     Lon- 
don, 1790. 

%ht  snodeft  author  of  this  little  performance  pleads  youth,  and  the 
want  of  a  liberal  education;  as  hit  apology.  There  are  Kb  many 
{pools  *f  the  truth  of  thefe  pleas  that  we  (halt  only  advife  him  to  reft 
till  he  grows  older*,  and  his  education  is  improved,  before  he  pro- 
duces any  thing  clfe  to  the  public  eye.  In  the  mean  while  we  with 
him  to  cultivate  his  talents,  and  to  pay  that  kind  of  attention  to  the 
triufes  ftich  coy  ladies  require.  We  think  we  can  difcover  traits  of 
genius,  fome  tafte,  and  fuch  a  heart  as  all.  and  efpecially  thofe  who 
give  their  fenthnents  to  "the  public,  ihould  poffefs. 

A*t.  a6.  trial  fir  a  Bruub  of  Prcmt/i  of  Marriage ;  Jfyt  EUxaheth 
Chapman  againft  William  Sba<w,  Efq.  Attorney  at  Law,  h/m-e  the 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Ktnycn,  in  the  Court  of  King  s- Bench,  Wejlminfttr- 
JuBy  on  Saturday  tie  2 id  of  May,  1790.  4*0.  is.  6d.  Ricbau, 
London,  1790. 

It  appears  Mr.  Shaw  had  been  in  habits  of  friendftifp  with  the 
jDlaintftFs  brother,  and  in  confluence  had  been  received  into  his  fa- 
ther's  family  on  terms  of  intimacy,  during  wnich  it  is  not  difficult 
to  fuppofe  he  contracted  a  tender  regard  towards  Mifs  Chapman.  It 
appears  likewife  that  he  communicated  his  fentiments  to  the  mother. 
After  this,  taking  a  journey  into  the  North,  he  contracted  marriage 
with  another  lady.  * 

No  evidence  (hewed  that  Mr.  Chapman  the  father  had  been  made 
acquainted  with  the  defendant's  propofals;  there  was  no  hint  of  any 
intention  to  feduce :  his  lordfhip,  therefore,  and  the  jury  considering 
the  event  as  one  of  thofe  entanglements  into  which  the  befl  meaning 
yonrfg  men  may  fall,  and  recollefting  the  mediocrity  of  Mr.  Shaw's 
circumftances,  a  verdift  was  given  for  *ol.  damages. 
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AaT.27.     Innocents;  a*  Allegorical  Poem.  J$y  Mift  Mary  Teung. 
is.  $dUt  J&ait.    London; ,:  lygp. 

How  long  (hall  we  faafeta  lament  that*  poetry,  Kke  religion,  con* 
ttnues  ftill  under  ado«d.  ~Its  reputation,  its  genius, and  its  charm, 
in  the  abfence  of  tfeat  inipiration  to  which"  it  awes  all  its  diftin&ion, 
languifh  and  die.  At  afhrtne  wheat  we  have  fa  often  difiblved  into 
rapture  we  perafe  every  hew  offering  with  eagevnefs.  But  tnftead  of 
bold  conception  and  harmonious  numbers;  we  are  prtfented  only 
with  the  jingle  of  infrpid  rhymes,  inflated*  found,  and  a  language 
darkened  and  enfeebled  with  a  redundancy  of  unmeaning  epithets* 
It  would,  indeed,  make  na  fyappy  could  we  point*oufr  Man  Young 
as  an  exemption  from  this  general  ceofure.  We  need  not  be  more 
explicit  with  a  writer  of  her  fenfibility.  Many  are  the  lines  or  pur- 
suits, whatever  (he  or  her  friends  may  think  of  her  literary  talents, 
in  which  fhe  may  let  them  to  more  advantage,  and  employ  them 
better,  than  in  making  verfes. 

Art.  28.    The  Adventurers ;  a  Fares  of  Two  d8t%  as  performed  at 
the  Theatre-Royal,  Drury-La*e.     Svo/is.  D illy.  London,  179a 

There  are  many  entertaining  pleafantries  in  this  piece*  The  fcenet 
are  crowded  with  laughable  incidents.  The  whole,  as  is  ufual  ia 
this  fpecies  of  compontion,  ads  better  than  it  reads.  Many  of  its 
points-  will  tell  even  in  the  ctofet.  The  humour  is  more  chafte  than 
we  generally  meet  with  from  trifles  which  have  no  object  but  taraife 
a  laugh*  The  dialogue  it  pretty  well  fupported,  and  the  language 
tolerably  corred. 

Art.  29.     The  Little  Hunchback ;  or,  A  Frolic  in  Bagdad:  a  Farce  in 
Turn  ABs,  as  it  is  performed  at  the  Theatre -Royal,  Convent -Garden, 
with  unvverfal  Appiaufe.     Written  by  John  O^Keefe.      8vo.    is. 
Pebrett.    London,  1790. 
-  We  know  not  that  this  excels  any  of  our  author's  former  pieces  1 
but  it  is  full  enough  of  the  fort  of  humour  for  which  he  has  hb  ad- 
mirers.   It  is  calculated  for  the  mobility,  and  it  feems  has  its  effeft 
on  their  paffions.    But  if  we  may  fpeak  what  we  really  think,  it  does 
not  a  iitue  furprife  us  that  even  among  thefe  there  fhould  be  found 
ftomachs  ftrong  enough  to  digeft  fuch  garbage. 

MEDICAL. 

Art.  30*  Obfervations  on  Gangrenes  and  Mortifications,  accompanied 
with,  or  occafioned  by  convulfeve  Spafins,  or  arljsng  from  local  injury* 
producing  Irritation.  By  Charles  White,  Eff.  F.  R.  $.  8vo.  is. 
Dilly.    London,  1790. 

The  particular  fpecies  of  mortification  which  is  the  fubje&  of  this 
pamphlet  is  that  accompanied  with,  or  occafioned  by,  convulilve 
^>afms,  or  ariftng  from  local  injury,  produ&ive  of  irritation.  The 
remedy,  therefore,  which  Mr.  White  iuggefts  is  large  and  frequently 
repeated  doies  of  mufk  and  fait  of  hartfhorn.  The  cafes  adduced  by 
the  author  in  fupport  of  this  pra&ice  arc  only  four;  but  they  fy 
"  P  j  ftrongly 
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ftrongly  illuftrate  the  beneficial  efecjs  of  the  medicine,  that  if  h  itn- 
po&ble  not  to  confider  them  as  fufficiently  decifive  of  its  efficacy. 
,  I&v  White,  merits  every,  jwrai(e  for  the  ufeftil  obfexvation  with  which 
he  treats  the  fubjecl;,  as  well  as  for  the  judgment  with  which  he 
difaiminafrs  the.  different  fpecies  of  mortification.    He  has  lately 

g;ven  the  &me  medicine  with  fuccefs  in  t\yo,  cafes  of  the  puerperal 
vor,  attended  with  ftngultus  and  other  alarming  fymptoms,  emetics 
of  ipecacuanha,  and  gcatfe  purgatives,  having  been  prevkwfly  ad- 
minwered. 

A*  T .  3 1 .  J  Treatife  upon  lndigeflion,  and  the  Hypochondriac  Difeafe ; 
and  upon  the  Inflammatory  and  Atonic  Gout;  with  the  Methods  of 

..Cure;  together  with  above  Fify-fx JeUcled Cafes,  chiefly  anomalous, 
rfty/FW*  tiyfteria,  Hypochondria/is,  the  Inflammatory  and  Atonic 
Gout,  Vertigo,  Apoplexy,  raljy,  &c.  with  the  Treatment  of  each  Cafe*, 
including  both  medicine  and  Regimen.  Together  voitb  efficacious  Pre* 
fcriptions  adapted  to  the  various  complicated  Symptoms.  With  Gbfer- 
vaUons  en  tpe  Ufe  and Abufe  of  the  Cardiac  Ti*Rurtxin  tfir  above 
Jbijea/cj,  and  fkA  Direction}  for  taking  it  in  other  nervous  Affe&toks, 
in  broken  Conftitutions,  and  Habits  impaired  by  Hot  Climates.     My 

*  James  Rymer.    8vo.  4s.  boards.    Evans.    London,  1790. 

,  This  treatife  confifts  chiefly  of  the  cafes  of  patients- who  have  been 
under  Mr.Rymer's  management  in  the  diforders mentioned  in  the 
titlti,page.  From  the  description  of  the  diforders,  they  appear  to 
be  fu^ficiently  well  afcertaaned-;  but  the  cure  befog,  in  general,  re- 
.  fenred  to  the  author's  noftrums,  we  are  not  enabled  to  jjidge  of  the 
utility  of  his  pra&ce  from  any  other  qrcumftance  than  the  tefhmony 
which  he  produces  in  its  favour.  This,  however,  on  mescal  fub- 
)e&$,  and  independent  of  the  compo&tion  of  medicines,  is  not  the 
tto&  fatisfa&ory  information. 

yVkT.  yi .     A  Jhort  Account  of  the  Method  of  treating  Struma,  or  Sere** 

,   phula,  and  other  glandular  Affeclions ;  the  inveterate  cutaneous  Dif- 

eafes,  commonly  called  Scurvy  and  Lepr'ojfr,  alfo  Ringqvorms,  Tetters, 

Jfpbylitic  Scurfs,  Scabs,  Blotches,  Ulcerations,  &e,     By  James  Rymer, 

Surgeon.     8vo.  is.  6d»    Evans.    London,  1790. 

No  one  can  difpnte  the  propriety  of  calling  this  a  Jhort  account 
when  the  manner  of  treating  all  thefe  difeafes  is  comprifed  in  a  pam- 
phlet of  thirty-five  pages,  niAe  of  which  are  taken  up  in  formula 
drawn  out  with  a  fingle  article  in  a  line,  and  chiefly  extra&ed  from 

,  the  London  Pharmacopcea.  But  the  objelt  feems  to  be  to  introduce, 
a  quack^medicine  of  Mr.  Rymer't,  which  he  calls  the  Cardiac  Tine* 
ture,  pofleffing  mofl  aftonifhing  virtues  again  ft  a  variety  of  complaints. 
As  •  Mr.  Rymer  hat*  nofecretsin  what  relates  to  the  health  of  man- 
'kind,  or  any  of  God's  creatures,'  he  very  kindly  informs  all  the 
worl4  where  they  may  purchafe  this  tincture,,  and  fome  other  reme- 

,  dies,  and  at  what  price. 

Such  invalids  as  wifh  for  the  connant  attendance  of  Mr.  ftymer, 
are  advifed  to  fettle  themfelves  in  his  neighbourhood.  But  *  various 
£  perfonsj  frcta  tiine  to  time,  having  cxpiiffed  ah  earneft  defire  to 

{  •    *  converfe 
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•  tonverfe  with  Mr.  Rymer  in  London.,  and  having  bat  rarely  had  it 
«  in  his  power  hitherto  to  enjoy  fuch  gratification,  he  is  happy  to 
'  give  notice  that  he  has  purpofely  fo  arranged  Ms  bufmeft  asWcn* 
4  able  nim  to  propofe  being  in  London  bccafionally.'— A  knowledge 
of  grammar  being  nd  way  neceflary  to  a  knowledge  of  the  tfnimal 
economy,  we  (hall  make  no  other  comment  on  this  pafragethan  to 
admire  the  great  condefcenfion  of  Mr.  Rymer  in  taking  fo  much 
pains  to  enable  himfdf  to  propofe  leaving ^the  good  people  who  ttbri 
to  Reygate  to  be  under  his  more  immediate  infpeclion, 

political* 

A*T.  33.  Naked Truths ;  addreffedto  the  Pe&ple  of  England  en  thefue* 
eefsful  Struggles  for  Liberty.  tVith  a  few  gentle  Hints  to  4  heaven* 
horn  Minifter.    8vo.  is,  6d.     Kirby.     London,  1790* 

Though  we  approve  not  entirely  of  the  fentiments  of  this  pamphlet, 
it  i§  but  juftice  to  admit  we  do  not  remember  to  have  met,  in  the 
courfe  of  our  examinations,  with  a  work  of  this  temporary  nature 
abounding  with  more  cogent  argument,  or  exprciTed  in  itronger  fan- 
guage*  Every  fentence  may  be  faid  to  be  an  aphorifm.  ana  every 
fine  a  ie  ate  nee ;  fo  that  while  the  reader  admires  the  dofeneft  of  rea* 
foning,  perfpicuity  of  expreflion,  and  boldnefs  of  conception,  that 
(hews  itfelf  m  every  part,  he  feels  himfelf  flattered  that  fo  much 
more  i*  implied  than  he  fees  exprefied,  and  that  a  fucceffion  of  ideas 
prefent  themfelves  to  him  arifing  from  What  he  reads,  and  increaftng 
in  number  and  ftrehgth  as  he  proceeds  in  the  work*  The  intro- 
ductory part  relates  to  the  late  revolution  in  France,  the  nrefimmary 
ftepsto,  and  conftquences  of,  which  are  beautifully  and  energeti- 
cally described.  This  leads  the  author  to  an  inanity  into  the  abufea 
of  our  Own  government,  and  the  confequent  reformations  neceflary 
to  be  made.  We  allow  our  own  fyftem  is  imperfect — very  imper- 
fed  1  but  imperfection  is  the  lot  of  human  nature ;  and  till  we  luve 
more  to  complain  of  than  at  prefent,  we  prefer  the  fecurlty  we  now 
enjoy  to  that  .uncertainty  which  mull  attend  all  violent  convulsions* 
While  we  give  this  as  a  private  opinion,  we'are  ready  to  add  that* 
in  reading  Naked  Truths  it  is  impoffible  not  to  catch  fotne  of  the  ar- 
dour of  its  writer,  and  to  feel  an  impulfive  heroifm  in  the  caufe  of 
liberty  and  honeft  patriotifm. 

Art.  34.  Letters  to  the  People  of  England  againft  the  Repeal  of  l be 
Ted  and  Corporation  Ads.  By  a  Graduate  of  Oxford.  8vo.  xs. 
Bell,     London,  1790, 

It  is  an  obfervation  of  Demofthenes  that,-  in  timet  of  public -dag- 
ger, it  becomes  every  man  to  affift  the  ftate  according  ti*  his  abih* 
ties.  This  graduate  of  Oxford  feems  to  entertain  the  (ame  opinion  3 
and  though  coofcious  of  the  mediocrity  of  his  talents,  hopes  that, 
by  a  few  obfervations  on  the 'parable  of  the  tares  fowed  among  wheat, 
he  (hall  induce  fame  of  the  regular  clergy  more  ferioufly  to  corifider 
^hefubka. 

P^  In 
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In  the  mean  while,  we  have  eight  letters  to  the  people  of  England* 
in  which  the  fubject  of  the  tares,  the  wheat,  and  the  enemy  (whom 
we  have  ufually  coniidered  as  allegorical  of  the  devil,  but  this  gen- 
tleman has  committed  ns  he  muft  be  the  Diflenters),  are  defcribed  un- 
der various  familiar  illuftrations.  It  would  be  to  little  purpofe  to 
follow  the  author  through  every  part  of  this  whim  deal  production ; 
nor  would  it  be  eafy  to  give  any  abftracl  of  a  work  deftitute  of  con- 
nexion order,  or  argument;  but  as  there  is  fcarce  a  book  but  what 
contains  fomething  good  in  it,  fo  in  juiiice  to  this  we  ought  to  take 
notice  of  a  few  observations  which  we  wifh  wtrre  better  exprefled. 
By  the  wheat-fowcrs  being  afleep  our  author  takes  occafion  to  ob- 
serve the  too  great  remiflnefs  in  the  regular  clergy  in  fupporting  the 
elegant  fabrick  of  the  eftablilhed  church.  In  our*judgnierit,  how* 
tver,  the  -means  (hould  be  different  from  what  the  author  hints  at. 
While  we  advife  them  to  keep  awake,  we  wifh  them  alfo  to  keep  their 
audience  .*wake ;  for  whatever  may  be  the  doctrine,  ihofe  preachers 
will  be  beft  attended  who  are  the  moft  animated,  impreifive,  and 
cleared.  Our  attachment  to  the  eHablifhment  we  have  never  con- 
cealed, nor  wifhed  to  conceal  it  *  but  pleafed  as  we  are  with  its  doc* 
trinea,  its  difcipline,  and  its  forms,  we  cannot  expect  the  unlettered  to 
ihew  fo  much  refpect  to  them  as  to  fubmit  to  dulnefc  ar  d  infipidity 
for  the  fake  of  truths  it  is  impoiEble  they  ihould  comprehend  or  in- 
quire into. 

But,  (ays  our  author,  who  are  the  eftablifhed  clergy  that  counte- 
nance the  fchemes  of  Diflenters?  Are  they  Graduates  of  Ox* 
fo*d  or  Cambridge,  or,  through  the  former  indifcreet  philanthropy 
of  certain  biftops,  are  they  in  full  orders,,  without  any  univcrfity  de- 

§ree  or  testimonial  of  moral  life  ?  We  heartily  agree  with  our  au- 
ior  that  if,  for  the  practice  of  the  mechanic  arts,  a  regular  intro- 
duction be  neceflary,  the  profefiions,  from  their  greater  importance, 
and  tj^e  number  of  fciences  involved  in  them,  require  a  longer  and 

?iore  abftracted  feries  of  ftudy ;  and  as  well  might  we  expect  a  phy- 
cian  to  be  complete  by  the  hafly  knowledge  of  a  few  fimples,  as  a 
divine  to  be  equal  to  his  arduous  undertaking  by  being  able  tc  read 
the  (captures  with  the  help  of  translations,  and  picking  up  a  few 
fcraps  of  polemics.  The  neceffity  of  this  regular  feries  of  ftudics 
may  further  (hew  us  the  juftice  of  Mr.  Pope's  obfervation, 

*  One  fcience  only  will  one  genius  fit.' 

Accordingly  we  are  much  pleafed  that  our  author,  amidft  all  his 
wanderings,  never  lofes  fight  of  that  divine  function,  the  profeflbrs 
of  which  he  fo  often  exhorts  to  vigilance  and  perfeveranee ;  nor  ever 
glances  at  thofes  graduates  who  are  engaged  in  other  purfuits,  all 
knowledge  of  whicn  he  feems  utterly  to  difclaim. 

DIVINITY. 

AaT.  35.   The  Teft  of  Truth,  Piety,  and  AlUgimut ;  a  Sermon,  delivered 

on  the  Day  of  Sacramental  Qualification  for  the  chief  Magifiracy  of  the 

.,  City  of  London,  before  the  Right  #0*.  the  Lord-Mayor,  theAdermen, 

and 
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*  grndSbififfs.  By  C.  E.  De  Coetlogon,  A.  M.  Chaplain  to  the  Mayoralty. 

4to.  2*.  6d.    Rivingtons.     London,  179^ 

If  the  corporation,  which  we  much  doubt,  kept  awake  under  this 
fermon,  we  fcruple  not  to  admit  them  fairly  entitled  to  a  quarto  copy 
of  it.  But  though  that  refpeftable  body  refolved  it  mould  be  printed, 
it  remains  for  the  public  to  determine  whether  it  was  worth  printing* 
1  he  principal  fubje&s  alluded  to  [we  were  gefrng  to  fey  difcutied]  are 
the  law,  the  teftimony,  and  the  light.  We  pafs  over  the  fifft  two, 
becaufe  it  is  in  difcriminating  the  various  fpecies  of  light  and  their 
properties  that  Mr.  De  Coetlogon  and  his  brethren  chiefly  excel. 

*  Among  the  various  lights  by  which  the  intelligent  creation*  of 
God  profefc  toiiave  been  led,  in  the  fcveral  periods  of  the  world /we 
fometimes  read  and  hear  of  the  light  of  nature — the  light  of  reaibn— 
the  light  of  learning  and  philofophy— a  light  within  [that's  h  Mr. 
De  Coetlogon] — and  the  light  of  fupernatural  revelation/ 

«  Every  thing  of  this  fort  is  of  top  much  confequence  to  be  treated 
with  ridicule,  with  fatire,  or  with  contempt.  It  (hould  be  the  bene- 
volent ambition  of  our  hearts  to  inftmcl  the  ignorance  of  mankind, 
to  inform  their  underftandings,  to  correct  their  miftakes,  to  allure 
them  from  the  paths  of  error,  from  the  labyrinths  of  perplexity,  and 
the  horrors  of  intellectual  darknefs,  and  to  direct  their  attention  to 

the  only  light  of  infallibility  and  truth — the  word  of  God.9 : 

*  •  *  •  ♦  •  -    *  m 

~    ♦  *  •  •  •      ■         •  •  ■  • 

After  defcribing  the  melancholy  darkneis  of  pagani/m,  our1  author 
proceeds :  •  And  hence  the  expediency,  the  utility,  the  necdhty,  of 
that  light,  which  it  has  been  agreed  to  call  the  light  or' di- 
vine   REVELATION,    THE  LIGHT  OF  TH  IS  WORLD.      Tfce  light  of 

knowledge— \hz  light  of  grace — the  light  of  faith— the  tfght  of  pu- 
rity— the  light  of  peace- ^-[Here *s  an  illumination]. It  is  obvious 

we  are  to  underftand  the  metaphorical  allufion  in  this  compfehenfrve 

view  in  the  paflage  before  us.' Now,  if  it  was  fo  obvious,  why  four 

quarto  pages  to  render  it  obfeure,  or  rather,  perplex  us  with  fb  many 
lights  as  muft  dazzle,  or  make  us  lofe  our  way  by  the  intricacy  of 
their  various  infractions,  refractions,  mediums,  and  reflexions?  But 
having  had  the  good  luck  to  produce  a  fentence  as  incompreheniible 
as  almofi  any  to  be  met  within  the  fermon,  we  (hall  conclude  by  ob- 
ferving  that  though  we  doubt  not  the  latter  may  be  intelligible,  and 
perhaps  interefting,  to  thofe  who  have  fien  the  light  [the  immatmat 
light  we  mean]*,  to  us  it  is  as  tirefome  as  mod  of  the  allegorical  dul- 
nefs  we  are  fo  often  obliged  to  refer  to  our  own  fnufl>box  to  keep  us 
awake  over. 

Art.' 36.  The  Negleis  of  a  known  Duty  a  Sin;  a  Sermon  preach J 
he/ore  the  Vniverjity  of  Cambridge*  on  Sunday*  Jan,  31,  1790.  By 
P.  fed/ord,  D.D.  i^ajier  of  Magdalen  College.  8vo.  is.  Merril, 
Cambridge;  Payne  and  Son,  London.     1790. 

In  this  fermon  Dr.Peckford  briefly  dates  the  degree  of  delinquency 
that  attends  alts  of  iniquity  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  knowledge 
in  the  agent,  and  his  capacity  for  arriving  at  truth.    This  leads  him 

to 
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to  consider  the  ftmte  of  tbofe  countries  in  which  the  gofpel  hat  narer 
been  preached,  and  the  duties  that  will  be  expelled  of  fitch*  '  fince 

*  God  hath  not  any  where  left  himfelf  without  witnefs,  but  has  given 
f  to  the  human  mind,  as  its  faculties  open,  a  natural  perception  of 

•  the  difference  of  actions,  and  a  confcioufnefs  that  fome  are  pre* 
4  ferable  to  others/  After  this  we  have  fome  account  of  the  unen- 
lighted  flate  of  our  country  when  profeffing  Chriftianity,  but  pur- 
pofely  blinded  during  the  long  period  of  papal  delufion.  This  is  con- 
trailed  with  our  prefent  happier  Hate  of  fuperior  knowledge,  and 
the  larger  fcope  of  virtue  that  will  be  cxpe&ed  of  us. 

'  Nothing  then  can  poffibly  be  more  plain  than  the  duty  of  every 
one  who  profefies  to  be  a  proteflant  Chriftian.  Every  one  who  makes 
this  profeffion,  mud  know  that  by  the  pofitive  ordinances  of  this 
religion  he  is  to  love  mercy,  and  to  do  good.  Knowing  this,  and  not 
doing  it,  he  ftands  guilty  in  the  fight  of  God.  To  him  who  knoweth 
*o  do  good,  and  doeth  it  not,  to  him  it  is  fin ;  and  the  degree  of  his 
guilt  muft  be  efti mated  by  thefe  three  circuro  fiances,  the  evidence  of 
jus  duty,  the  importance  of  the  good  which  he  knew  and  negle&ed 
to  do,  and  the  malignity  of  the  wickednefs,  which  in  (lead  thereof  he 
deliberately  purpofcth  to  commit.' 

,  From  fuch  premifes  the  preacher  takes  occafion  to  (hew  that  the 
African  flave- trade  is  of  all  other  fins  the  mod  chargeable  on  the 
offenders  in  thefe  three  points.  We  are  unwilling  to  accufe  a  com- 
pofmon  from  fuch' a  quarter  with  declamation,  but  it  will  at  once 
appear  that  only  part  of  a  fingle  icrmon  being  appropriated  to  fo 
complicated  a  fubject,  but  little  more  could  be  expected.  The  reader 
will*  be  more  ready  to  admit  the  fairnefs  of  our  obfervation  when 
we  fubmit  a  few  quotations  to  him :  *  I  wi]l  take  upon  me  to  iky 
4  that,  confidered  in  all  its  circumftances  and  connexions,  it  is  the 
*  moft  heinous  crime  that  any  individual  or  national  body  can  commit/ 

After  this,  conjecturing  it  muft  be  the  (in  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
which  never  can  be  forgiven,  neither  in  this  world  nor  that  which  it 
to  come,  he  obferves,  <  The  defpite  thus  done  to  the  Spirit  of  Grace, 
4  and  the  profane  apoftacy  from  the  effential  precepts  of  Chriftianityi 
4  in  this  country  too,  where  Qhriftianity  is  as  yet  protected  as  the 
4  religion  of  the  land,  concur  to  make  our  legalifed  traffic  in  men  a 
4  crime  of  immeafurable  magnitude,  exceeding  all  that  were  per- 

4  mitted  in  the  fy items  of  pagan  legislators Let  us  bring  to 

4  mind  the  fate  of  Tyre  and  Sidon.  Their  inhabitants  were  mer- 
4  chants  who  parted  over  the  feas  for  purposes  not  fo  flagitious  as 
4  thofe  of  our  men-merchants/  Dare  we  venture  to  refer  one  fo 
defervedlyhighin  ecclefiallical  honours  to  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  who 
afiures  us  that  the  Tyrians  tradtd  tbt  fgrfins  •/  men,  and  veiTels  of 
brafs,  &c. 

After  all,  we  would  not  be  fuppoied  to  vindicate  a  traffic  fo  de- 
fcrvedly  reprehended  by  many  |ood  men.  We  wiih  only  that  a  fiib- 
ject  of  fuch  national  and  individual  importance  ihould  be  fairly  and 
impartially  confidered  ;  and  we  trull  we  (hall  be  excufed  the  boldnef; 
of  having  reminded  the  reverend  author  of  a  flight  inaccuracy* 
which*  in  the  warmth  of  his  benevolent  zeal,  might  eafily  have 
cfcaped  him* 
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For    the    ENGLISH    KEVliW. 

NATIONAL       AFFAIRS 

For      SEPTEMBER,      1790. 

*Tp  HE  language  of  the  two  courts  of 

ENGLAND   AND   SPAIN 

is  ftill  pacific;  but  their  military  preparations,  carried  on  with 
unremitting  vigour,  declare  their  mutual  diftruft,  if  not  their* 
hoftile  intentions.  The  infult  that  has  been  offered  to  the  fhip, 
die  Trelawney  Planter,  accords  but  ill  with  the  profeflions  of 
the  Spanifh  court  5  and  feems  to  be  part  of  a  fyftem  for  provok- 
ing the  Englifli  to  ftrike  the  firft  blow,  that  Spain  may  have 
fome  colour  for  alledgjng.in  her  copious  manifestoes  that  (he  aflg 
only  on  the  defenfive.  In  the  opinion  of  many,  it  is  a  great 
pity  that,  in  this  wi(h  of  being  ftruck  at,  the  Spaniards  had  not, 
been,  before  this  time,  fully  gratified ;  for  while  the  time  is  pro-* 
tra&ed  in  negotiation,  cabals  againft  Great-Britain,  it  if  fki^ 
are  carried  on ;  and,  if  fame  makes  a  juft  report,  in  certain  im- 
portant quarters,  with  formidable  fuccefs.  An  alliance,  it  if. 
believed,  has  been  formed  between  Spain  and 

RUSSIA, 

defenfive  at  leaft,  if  not  offenfive,  againft  England.  The  Ruffians 
and  Spaniards,  taking  things  on  a  grand  kale,  and  corifideriiig 
themfelves  as  neighbours  on  the  approaching  coafts  of  Afia  and 
America,  join  their  arms  to  repel  the  Britifli  nation  from  the 
undefined  limits  of  their  nominal  territories  in  rhofe  quimrs. 
If  ever  they  fhould  fubftantiate  their  rights  to  thofe  pans  hy  oc- 
cupancy and  cultivation,  they  will,  no  doubt,  according  to  [lie 
ufual  difpofition  and  fate  of  ftates  and  kingdoms,  become  rivals 
and  enemies.'  But  it  is  not  permitted,  in  this  monthly  review 
of  the  a(pe&  of  the  world,  to  launch  forth  into  fuch  djflant 
contingencies. 

Much  of  the  political  conduit  of  courts,  efpecially  in  female 
reigns,  may  be  traced  to  various  piques  and  paffions  that  militate 
againft  the  real  interefts  of  thofe  that  fofter  them.  If  ever  two 
kingdoms  were  formed  for  each  other,  it  is  Ruffia  and  Greats 
Britain ;  and  accordingly  their  commercial  intercourfe,  carried 
on  without  interruption  for  two  centuries,  has  been  of  great 
advantage  to  both.  But  a  drynefs  has  arifen  between  the  courts 
of  London  and  Peterfburgh,  in  which  paffion  his  more  influence 
6  than 
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than  policy  on  both  fides.  Jealoufies  and  refentments  have  been 
cheriwed  both  here  and  there  for  fome  years  backward.  A  Mr. 
Led  yard,  an  American  by  birth,  but  who  was  miftaken  for  an 
Enzlifhman  by  the  Ruffians,  in  1788  travelled  through  Siberia 
io  Ociakow,  on  the  coaft  of  the  Kamfchatka  fea,  from  whence 
he  meant  to  have  pafled  over  to  the  Kamfchatka  peninfula,  and 
to  have  embarked  on  the  eaftern  fide  in  one  of  the  Ruffian 
Yeflels  that  trade  to  the  weftern  fhores  of  America;  but  find- 
ing that  the  navigation  was  completely  obftruded  by  the  ice, 
he  returned  to  Yokutz,  in  order  to  wait  for  the  conclufion  of 
the  winter.  Such  was  his  fituation,  when,  in  confequence  of 
fufpicions  not  hitherto  explained,  or  refentments  for.  which  no 
reafon  was  affigned,  he  was  feized,  in  the  Emprefs's  name,  by 
two  Ruffian  foldiers,  who  placed  him  in  a  fledge,  and  conveying 
him,  in  the  depth  of  winter,  through  the  deferts  of  the  Nortnern 
Tartary,  left  him  at  laft  on  the  frontiers  of  the  Poltfh  domi- 
nions. On  parting  they  told  him  that  if  he  returned  to  Ruifia 
he  would  certainly  be  hanged,  but  that  if  he  chofe  to  go  back 
to  England,  they  wifhed  him  a  pleafant  journey*.  Thi«,  with 
ftveral  other  anecdotes  that  might  be  mentioned  concerning  the 
fentirnents  of  both  the  Ruffians  and  the  Spaniards  towards  the 
EngJifh,  tend  to  confirm  the  report  already  mentioned  of  a 
federal  connexion  between  thefe  powers ;  10  that  every  thing 
items  hoftile  to  Britain,  from  the  American  fhores  on  the  coaft 
df  North  California  round  the  world  to  thofe  of  Kamfchatka. 
The  Spaniards,  the  Ruffians,  the  Dane?,  even  the  Swedes,  it 
would  appear,  and  the  French,  have  combined  againft  us. 
Though  it  is  undoubtedly  to  be  regretted  that  jealoufies  (hould 
have  arifen  between  us  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Ruffians  and 
Danes  on  the  other,  and  though  a  good  underftanding  might 
perhaps  have  been  maintained  with  thefe  powers  by  found  po- 
licy, yet  not  a  little  of  that  general  difpofition  which  pervades 
the  world  to  humble  Great-Britain  arifes  out  of  her  profperity, 
and  may  be  conjidered  as  a  tax  on  her  good  fortune. 

But,  without  taking  any  retrofpe&,  at  this  ftage  of  the  bufi- 
iiefs,  of  the  accidents  and  the  meafares  by  which  we  have  been 
involved  in  the  prefent  predicament,  we  cannot  but  give  the  mi- 
nifter  credit  for  the  fecrecy  which  he  obferves  in  his  negoci- 
ations,  and  the  vigour  with  which  he  carries  on  his  naval  prepa- 
rations. As  to  his  publiftung  the  Spanifh  declaration,  it  may 
fairly  be  confidered  as  a  mimfteria]  experiment  made  on  the 
public  mind*  (  Will  this  general  declaration  of  his  Catholic 
*  Majefty,  my  countrymen,  fatisfy  you  ?     He  is  willing  to  do 
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<  whateVet  fe  reafthable  and  juft,  knd  whatever  our  Kihg  would 

*  do  in  his  fituation.  He  has  given  back  the  captured  vefleb  j 
1  and  as  to  the  grand  queftidns  in  difpute,  thefe  may  be  pofU 

*  poned  to  fome  future  occafion.' — This  declaration  was  cer* 
tainly  highly  unfatisfa&ory  to  the  nation :  this  Mr.  Pitt  muft 
have  known  and  felt;  he  therefore  wifely  refolved  to  infift  09 
other  terms  for  his  own  as  well  as  the  national  honour. 

The  public  voice  has  long  been  favourable  to  the  fon  of  Lor4 
Chatham  ;  hii  tafk  now  becomes  more  difficult  than  ever ;  the 
eyes  of  an  anxious  nation  are  upon  him ;  their  hopes  and  fear* 
are  all  alive ;  and  a  fhort  time  muft  decide  whether  the  confi- 
dence they  have  hitherto  repofed  in  him  has  been  well  placed* 
In  Count  Florida  Blanca  he  is  faid  to  have  a  moft  formidable 
opponent,  who,  to  a  fine  natural  underftanding,  a  learned  and 
liberal  education,  and  the  ftudy  of  politics  as  a  fcience,  adds 
much  experience  in  bufmefs,  and  is  undiverted  from  the  ma- 
nagement of  foreign  affairs  by  thofe  internal  avocations  which 
neceflarily  occupy  a  minifter  of  ftate  in  a  free  and  popufcr  form 
of  government.     In  proportion  as  commercial  and  pblitical  in- 
tercourfe  among  nations  is  extended,  as  the  a&ors  on  the  theatre 
of  the  world  are  at  once  multiplied,  brought  into  clofer  contad^ 
and  their  interefts  more  complexly  interwoven,  in   the  fame 
.proportion  are  the  difficulties  of  the  ftatefman  increafed.    This 
ftate  of  things  too  gives  to  inventive  genius  the  higheft  advan- 
tages over  the  formal  plodding  of  the  vulgar  man  in  office,  who 
is  governed  not  by  general  maxims  applied  to  the  ever-changing 
afpeft  of  things,  but  by  particular  precedents  and  expedients 
which  he  pften  miftakes  and  mifapplies.     Now  is  the  hour  of 
trial  *,  and  we  truft  our  minifter  will  prove  equal  to  the  arduous 
undertaking. 
As  to  die  aid  to  be  afforded  to  the  Spaniards  by 

THE    FRENCH, 

it  does  not  appear  to  be  fo  infignificant  as  fome  would  have  it, 
when  we  reflect  that,  although  their  finances  are  in  great  dif- 
order,  they  can  fupply  (hips  and  men ;  and  that  the  Spaniards 
can  find  money,  at  leaft  for  one  vigorous  campaign  or  two :  nor 
yet  does  it  feem  to  be  fo  formidable  as  others  fuppofe,  when  we 
confider  the  unfettled  and  flu&uating  ftate  of  our  neighbouring 
kingdom;  in  which,  as  in  the  times  of  X>omwell  in  England, 
a  levelling  fpirit  in  the  great  body  of  the  people  conftantly 
prefled  on  the  rear  of  their  immediate  fuperiors,  and  threatened 
the  fubverfion  of  thofe  new  decrees  and  inftitutions  which  were 
founded  themfelves  on  the  fubverfion  of  all  diftin&ion  of  ranks, 
and  on  principles  of  unbounded  freedom. 

The  fpirit  of  liberty  makes  gradual  progrefs  iij  every  country 
in  Europe  i  tin&ured  in  each,  as  was  to  be  expe&ed,  with  the 

predominant 
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predominant  feature  in  the  national  chara&r.  In  France  ir/k 
marked  by  quick  burfts  of  paffion,  and  fudden  decifions  j  in  Spain 
by  caution  and  deliberation ;  in  Germany  by  candour,  good  fenfe, 
aid  moderation. 

THE    SAX0WJ 

now  appear  cm  die  lift  of  claimants  and  fupporters  of  freedom. 
But  all  they  aim  at  is  the  correction  of  flagrant  abufes.  They 
do  not  wim  to  innovate  and  fubvert,  but  to  reform  and  main- 
tain their  civil  confutation.  They  wifely  blend  the  rights  of  the 
people  with  the  conftitutional  prerogatives  of  the  fovcreigri. 
While  they  appeal  to  the  tribunal  of  reafon  and  juftice,  they 
fhemfelves  liften  to  their  voice.         " 

What  a  different  ftate  of  things  is  exhibited  in 

THl   AUSTRIAN  NETHERLANDS. 

Three  orders  of  men  combined  againft  the  juft  prerogatives  of 
their  legitimate  fovereign,  the  interefts  of  the  people,  die  dic- 
tates of  humanity  and  found  philofophy.  Nothing  but  the  blind 
bigotry  of  fuperftition  cojild  for  *  moment  fluit  the  eyes  of  even 
the  nifties  of  the  Netherlands  againft  the  horrid"  tyranny  and 
contempt  of  all  laws,  both  human  and*  divine,  that  mark  the  pro- 
'  ceedings  of  thofe  execrable  demagogues,  who,  under  the  veil  of 
religion,  and  in  the  name  of  God,  are  committing  every  fpecie** 
of  enormity,  and  facrificing  die  lives  of  their,  fellow-citizens, 
and  the  good  of  their  country,  to  their  own  unbounded  thirft  for 
power.  It  is  a  fingular  fa&,  in  the  prefent  enlightened  period, 
that  a  Roman  Catholic  prieft,  in  defiance  of  both  the  imperial 
and  papal  authority}  fhould  be  able,  under  pretence  of  maintain- 
ing the  civil  constitution,  to  introduce  anarchy,  daughter,  and 
devaftation,  without  exciting  general  indignation  and  horror* 
The  well-known  fable  that  reconciled  the  different  powers  in  the 
Roman  ftate,  when  the  people  feceded  to  the  Aventine  mount, 
could  never  be  more  applicable  than  now,  when  priefts  and 
feudal  tyrants  have  feized  the  fceptre  and  fword  of  the  chief 
magiftrate  of  Belgium,  and  ufed  them  as  engines  of  cruelty 
and  injuftice  againft  the  moft  exalted  characters  in  the  nation. 
Who  can  hear  or  read  their  treatment  of  the  Duke  D'UrfeB 
without  experiencing  painful  emotions  of  fympathetic  grief  and 
refentment  ?  This  great  and  good  prince,  hereditary  chief  of 
the  order  of  nobility  in  Brabant,  did  not  refift  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  late  emperor  in  order  to  exalt  the  power  of  a  few 
eccleiiaftical  and  civil  chiefs,  but  to  reftore  and  maintain  the 
rights  of  the  people  and  of  human  nature.  His  juft  regard  to 
thefe  became  an  object  of  averfion  and  jealoufy  to  the  tyrants, 
who  dreaded  that  the  votaries  of  freedom  would  arrange  them- 
felves  around  the  ftandard  of  fo  illuftrious  a  defender  of  civil 

liberty* 
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liberty.  Plots  were  laid  againft  his  life ;  and,  at  the  pretfing 
felicitations  of  his  friends,  and  even  thofe  of  the*  deputies  of  thf 
ftates,  he  retired  for  protection  from  poifon  or  auaffinafion  (thi 
artillery,  on  many  occafionsf  of  the  Church  of  Rome),  into  thf 
province  of  Flanders.  In  this  retreat  the  fufpicions  and  thf 
hpftile  vengeance  of  the  Usurpers  of  fupreme  power  did  not 
long  fuffer  hirri  to  remain  without  moleftation.  By  their  in* 
fluence  and  authority  the  States  of  Flanders  descended  fo  far  be* 
neath  their  dignity  as  to  arreft  and  confine  -the  Duke  of  UrsbU 
without  any  form  of  juftice.  Five  weeks  were  /pent  in  fruitlcft 
attempts  to  difcover  fome  plaufible  grounds  of  crimination 
againft  the  Duke.  His  judges  declare!},  and  authorifed  hirofelf 
to  publifh  and  proclaim,  his  innocence.  The  States  of  Flan* 
ders,  condefcending  ftill  to  be  the  tools  of  Van-Eupen,  at* 
tempted  td  prolong  his  confinement*  and  fuppreis  the  decifioa 
which  the  judges  had  given  in  his  favour.  They  applied  to  per- 
tain companies  of  volunteers  to  be  the  executioners  of  their 
Arbitrary  mandates;  and  thus  endeavoured  to  turn  the  arm* 
which  they  had  put  into  the  bands  of  the  citizens  againft  th* 
decrees  of  juftice.  The  volunteers  refufed  to  comply  with  fo 
unjuft  and  illegal  a  requifition.  The  States,  on  this,  endea* 
voured  to  carry  him  off  by  night,  in  order  to  put  him  in  thf 
hands  of  their  accomplices  in  Brabant.  The  party  font  to  per- 
petrate this  deed  tore  the  Duke  from  the  arms  of  his  wife  and 
children,  dragged  him  by  the  hair,  and  threw  him  bleeding  intd 
a  carriage.  Here  the  volunteers  interpofed,  and,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  populace,  effected  his  deliverance.    , 

In  this  deliverance  we  have  an  inftance  of  a  natural  fcftfe  of 
juftice  in  the  people  prevailing  over  the  influence  of  tyranny  and 
prieftcraft  ;  and  a  proof  that  there  are  bounds  even  to  die  do* 
minion  of  the  clergy.  There  are  characters,  it  feems,  that  are 
not  to  be  infulted  with  impunity  even  by  the  priefthood.  Cir* 
cumftances  may  arife  fufficient  to  awaken  common-fenfe,  and  to 
reftore,  in  the  moft  bigotted  places  and  times,  the  empire  of 
coofcience  and  reafon. 

'  it  is  to  be  wifhed  that  the  Belgic  Congrefs  would  repeat  fuch 
acts  of  violence,  once  or  twice  more,  in  all  the  provinces.  A 
repetition  of  them,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  would  prepare  the  minds 
of  even  the  Belgic  farmers  to  affert  the  rights  of  free  men,  in 
oppofition  to  clerical,  as  well  as  feudal  ufurpation,  and  to  main* 
tain  them  by  that  which  alone  can  maintain  them,  the  reftitution 
of  limited  monarchy. 

A  plan  of  equal  reprefentation  and  free  government  has  been 
drawn  up  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  the  Belgic  provinces,  ad- 
dreffed  to  the  King  of  Hungary.  In  this  plan,  which  is  reduced 
to  thirty  articles  or  claufes,  every  barrier  that  can  be  devifed  for 

the 
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the  prcfervation  of  liberty,  is  included ;  while,  at  thelame  tirne^ 
the  executive  power  unreftrained,  if  juftice  be  no  reftraim,  is 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  fovereign.  The  authors  of  this  liberal 
and  well-digefted  fvftem,  have  taken  it  chiefly  fcom  the  confu- 
tation of  England,  but  guarded  aeainft  certain  defers;  and 
made  fome  improvements  on  cur  political  as  well  as  civil  laws, 
which  are  highly  worthy  of  our  imitation.  As  we  are  iincere 
friends  to  liberty,  to  mankind,  and  particularly  to  our  neigh- 
bours and  kinfmen  die  honed  Flemings,  we  heartily  wifli  for  a 
Jpeedy  reconciliation,  on  juft  and  fair  grounds,  between  the  King 
of  Hungary  and  his  ancient  people  of  the  Netherlands.  As  s 
mark  of  our  good- will,  we  take  the  liberty  of  fuggefting  tbat$ 
in  the  pfert  of  which  we  have  now  given  a  general  account; 
there  is  rather  too  much  anxiety  fliewn  about  a  barrier  againft 
the  poflibl*  encroachments  of  die  future  fovereigns  of  Belgium: 
A  jealoufy  fo  feelingly  alive  cannot  in  politics,  anymore  than  in 
love,  conciliate  affection,  and  eftablim  a  good  understanding. 
A  generous,  though  not  a  rafli  confidence,  with  a  few  general 
limitations,  is  undoubtedly  more  likely  to  gain  on  the  mind  of 
fuch  a  humane  and  Juft  prince  as  Leopold  is  hitherto  fuppofed 
to  be,  than  the  rooft  cautious  instruments,  which,  by  their  very 
particularity,  at  once  excite  difguft  in  the  party  that  they  doubt; 
and  open  room  for  unthought-of  ways  in  which  the  executive 

fovernment  may  carry  on  its  attacks  on  the  legislative  power, 
or  a  few  genera^  laws  comprehend  all  cafes  j  but  where  laws, 
by  too  minute  an,^ttention*to  particulars,  are  multiplied  to  ex- 
cefs,  nothing  is  provided  for  that  is  not  provided  for  exprefsly 
and  by  the  molt  accurate  fpecification.— The  time  will  un- 
doubtedly come  when  the  tyrants  of  Belgium  muft  lay  down  their 
ufurped  power.  Why  will  they  perfevere  in  a  fyftem  that  muft 
one  day  unite,  in  oppofition  to  their  ufurpation,  both  king  and 
people  I 
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*HE  obje&9  of  travellers  have  for  a  long  time  been  confined 
to  the  ftudy  of  antiquities,  the  improvement  of  the  arts, 
and  the  manners  of  the  inhabitants  in  different  parts  of  the 
world.  On  the  continent  fcarce  a  ftone  has  been  overlooked  in 
the  buildings  of  the  principal  cities  included  in  what  is  called 
the  grand  tour,  and  the  diflblute  morals  or  peculiar  cuftoms  of 
^very  metropolis  have  been  dwelt  on  with  a  tedious  exa&nefs. 
It  is  certainly  much  eafier  to  defcribe  the  laboured  productions 
of  art,  which,  however  varied,  are  fixed  to  certain  rules,  and 
confined  to  a  comparatively  minute  fpot,  than  to  give  any  ade- 

3uate  ideas  of  the  fportive  fcenery  which  nature  every  where 
i  (plays,  unfettered  by  any  rules,  and  almoft  unconfined  by  fpace. 
While  art  is  every  where  the  fame,  nature  is  always  varied.  Nor 
is  the  difference  lefs  in  defcribing  the  manners  of  a  metropolis, 
and  thofe  of  a  peafantry»  An  introduftion  to  one  family  of  dif- 
tin&ion  affords  a  fpscimen  of  the  exterior  appearance  of  all  the 
reft ;  and  this  is  all  that  can  be  known  by  the  longeft  refidence : 
while  among  die  peasantry  we  fee  a  variety  of  purfuits,  an  in- 
finite variety  of  tempers,  uninftru&ed  in  the  arts  of  difguife,  and 
which,  to  a  philosophic  mind,  furnifh  the  moft  valuable  lefibns. 

INC.  REV,  VOL.  XVI.  OCT.  I79O.  Q»  ** 
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It  is  not  to  our  prefent  purpofe  to  inquire  whether  the  ioi- 
provability  of  man  implies  an  increafe  of  happinefs  in  propor- 
tion as  the  intellect  is  unfolded,  and  the  capacities  for  employ- 
ment multiplied;  but  even  admitting  this  in  itsiulleft  extent,  it 
lpay  be  worth  while  to  inquire  how  this  fuperior  refinement 
may  be  beft  directed  to  fuch  obje&s  as  will  meliorate  the  heart. 
And  here,  if  we  confider  how  much  our  pleafures  depend  on 
flie  ftate  of  the  mind,  and  the  confequent  ideas  that  take  poflef- 
Xion  of  the  Imagination,  we  (hall  not  for  a  moment  fcruple  to 
admit  how  greatly  it  is  our  intereft  to  cultivate  a  tafte  for  thofe 
obje&s  which  are  every  where  prefenting  themfelves,  which  are 
to  be  enjoyed  without  expellee,  aqd  the  contemplation  of  which 
will  fofter  fenfations  of  calmnefs  and  tranquillity.  Of  fuch  we 
may  truly  fay  with  Cicero, 

— c  Pernoftant  nobis  equitantur.' 

In  every  rural  excurfion  of  bufinefs,  of  pleafure,  and  even  of 
ceremony,  they  are  our  companions ;  the  recolle&ion  of  them 
fweetens  every  interval  of  retirement,  and  their  images  prefent 
themfelves  in  the  foft  moments  confecrated  to  repofe. 

*  Then  hither  bring  the  fair  ingenuous  mind, 
By  her  aufpicious  aid  refin'd, 

Lo !  not  a  hedge-row  hawthorn  blows,  * 

Or  valley  winds,  or  fountain. flows,. 
Or  purple  heath  is  ting'd  in  vain : 
For  fuch  the  rivers  dafh  their  foaming  tides,  ' 

The  mpuntain  IW.ells,  the  dale  fubfides, 
Ev'n  thriftlefs  furze  detains  their  wandering  fight, 
And  the  rough  barren  rock  grows  pregnant  with  delight.'    ' 

Shenstone. 

Thus  a  very  fhort  view  of  the  fubjeft*  may  convince  us  how 
defnable  a  tafte  for  fuch  pleafures  is ;  and  that  this,  in  common 
with  all  other  intelle&ual  enjoyments,  muft  be  cultivated  in  or- 
der to  be  fullv  relifhed.  We  cannot,  therefore,  but  refpeft  the 
labours  of  thofe  travellers  who  arreft  our  attention  at  every 
corner  j  teach  us  what  objefts  we  (hould  admirt,  and  what  are 
the  foiirces  of  the  pleafures  we  derive  from  them;' why fome 
ftrike  us  with  admiration,  others  with  a  pleafing"  melancholy, 
others  with  calm  fentiments  of  indolent  content,  and  many  have 
no  other  effe&  than  by  their  famenefs  and  want  of  charafter  to 
relieve  the.  mind,  that  it  may  the  better  enjoy  fuch  as  are  to  ap- 
pear, or  refleft  on  what  are  paft.  Such  is  the  objeft  of  the 
work  before  us,  and  in  this  point  of  view  we  fhall  confider  it ; 
for  as  the  author  has  too  often  made  us  wiih  he  had  omitted  all 
his  foflilogical  obfervations,  we  ihall  not  run  into  the  fame  er- 
ror 
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ror  by  taking  notice  of  any.  The  historical  part  is,  as  he 
obferves,  well  enough  calculated  occafionally  to  relieve  the  other 
fubjects,  and  is  neither  tedious  from  its  prolixity,  nor  obfcutfe 
from  its  brevity.  In  the  principal  objeft  at  which  he  feels  him-s 
fdf  at  home  [pi&urefbue  beauty],  it  is  impoffible  not  to  allofr 
Mr.  Haflelr  confiderable  merit  as  an  artift  and  a  man  of  refined 
tafte ;  •  but  though  we  would  willingly,  on  thefe  accounts,  over- 
look the  aflfe6bt  ion  of  fome  parts,  yet  it  occurs  fo  often,  that 
we  cannot  with  juftice  entirely  pafs  it  over.  However  ready 
we  may  be  to  admit  the  ufe  of  that  figurative  language  which 
delights  in  exprefiing  abftradl  ideas  by  vifible  objects,  can  we 
withhold  a  fmile  at  reading  of  a  furly  heath — \jhy  fpire  darting  A 
from  a  difrance — the  lurking  ivy  which  fometimes  (portively 
plays — at  others  the  daring  ivy  which  has  not  ventured  to  touch 
the  fides — nettles,  of  wrrrch  an  overgrown  bed  rifing  jiately  at 
every  avenue  to  Netly- Abbey  form[sJ  an  agreeable  relief  to  its 
ftately  fides  ;  but  unfortunately  the  fame  plants  at  the  bottom  of 
the  chapel  not  only  incommode  the  paffenger,  but  are  far  from 
being  pleafing  to  the  eye— the  deceptions  [why  not  deceivacious] 
tra&s  of  the  horfe's  hoof — the  umbrage  of  the  charitable  walls  [of 
Newport-Hofpital],  &c.  &c.  And  yet  at  times  our  author  can 
ufe  common  language,  when  he  fpeaks  of  the  bickering  ahd  fcan- 
dal  of  fome  country  towns,  &c. 

As  we  have  acknowledged  the  pleafure  with  which  we  have 
perufed  thefe  volumes,  we  would  willingly  prefent  our  readers 
with  extracts  of  fome  parts  which  appear  the  moft  deferving 
their  attention :  but  all  thefe  owe  fo  much  to  the  plates  that  ac- 
company them,  that  we  are  fearful  without  them  they  would 
produce  but  little  effeft.  We  muft  therefore  confine  ourfelves 
to  fuch  parts  as  are  leaft  conne&ed  with  the  drawings,  and  yet 
give  a  fair  fpecimen  of  the  author's  manner  of  writing : 

c  As  we  purpofed  keeping  the  coaft  from  Newtown,  we  crofted  the  . 
country  to  tjiat  place.  In  our  way  we  entered  the  foreft.  of  Alving- 
ton,  and  purfuing  a  tract  (high  road  there  was  none)  that  inclined 
to  the  north-weft,  at  length  ftruck  into  a  ftony  lane,  where  we  had 
an  excellent  view  of  Carifbrook  hills ;  whofe  mountainous  appearance 
was  relieved  by  a  woody  valley,  that,  gently  Hoping  from  the  foreft 
brow,  gradually  dwindled  into  the  dale.  , 

'  Still  purfuing  our  courfe  through  the  ftony  lane,  we  paiTed  a 
copfe  of  oaks,  where  the  mountains  juft  mentioned  received  every 
•  flafli  of  grandeur  the  folar  rays  could  produce.  The  fea,  on  the 
right,  now  opened  gradually,  and  afforded  us  tranfitory  views  of 
the  mouth  of  Southampton  river,  of  Lutterel's  Folly,  the  entrance 
of  BeauUeu  rivers  St.  Leonard's,  and  likewife  of  Lymington  creek. 

'  As  we  afcended  thefe  northern  eminences,  we  had  a  view  fuffi- 
ctently  extenfive  to  perceive  that  a  range  of  hills,  or  rather  moun- 
tains, runs  through  the  centre  of  the  iiland.  I  think  I  may,  with 
fome  degree  of  exa&nefs,  fix  their  commencement  at  Carifbrook 

0^2.  *  Cattle, 
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Caftfe,  as  a  valley  opens  between  them  that  takes  ft  direct  courfc 
from  the  moft  northern  extremity,  Gowes,  to  the  foot  of  St.  Ca- 
•therine's. 

.  *  Thefe  mountains  fwcep  to  the  fouth-weft,  and  terminate  their 
range  a  little  beyond  Calbome.  Here  another  dale  feparatee  them 
from  Afton  downs  and  the  Yarmouth  hill*,  which  decline  rather 
more  to  the  weftward.  Fre(hwater-gate  and  Allum-hay  may  bo 
clearly  difcerned  throughout  the  whole  way,  after  you  haye  palled 
the  foreft. 

4  Arlington  foreft  is  almoft  entirely  vo|4  of  what  generally  gives 
-the  denomination  of  a  foreft  to  a  trait  of  land ;  except  a  lew  pollard 
oaks,  no  trees  of  any  confequence  are  to  be  (cen  upon  it,  till  you 
ftirtits  borders ;  there  indeed  the  oak  luxuriantly  intermixes  with 
the  afh  and  elm. 

'  At  Ae  entrance  of  Newtown  we  met  with  one  of  those  *M>jt&s 
fo  often  touched  by  the  pencil  of  Mr.  Gaiuiborough^  a  cottage  over- 
shadowed with  trees ;  while  a  glimmering  light,  juft  breaking  through 
the  branches,  caught  one  corner  of  the  ftone  and  lint  fabric,  and 
forcibly  expreiled  theconccption  of  that  great  matter.  A  few  fag* 
gots,  with  a  cart  under  a  (hed,  formed  the  fhadow  part  of  the  fore- 
ground; and  the  New  Foreft,  rearing  its  leafy  tenants  above  the 
proudly-fwelling  waves,  clofed  the  diltance. 

*  From  its  name,  we  expected  to  have  found  Newtown,  a  town,  Or 
at  kaft  a  large  village  $  but  were  quite  aftonifhed  when  we  fhw  that 
it  confided  only  of  fix  or  feven  houfes.  Many  circumftanoes,  how* 
ever,  tend  to  fcpport  the  conjecture,  that  it  was  once  a  place  of  muck 
greater  confideration.  In  the  reign  of  King  Richard  die  Second  -fir 
was  burnt  by  the  French,  and  foon  after  rebuilt. 

'  Newtown-bay,  or  as  it  is  fometimes  named*  8halfieet4ake, 
makes  its  entrance  about  half  a  mile  below  the  houfes ;  but  its  -men* 
lng  wants  the  general  accompaniments,  wood  and  rock,  $q  rentier  k 
grand.  The  banks  are  infipid,  being  devoid  even  of  fofficient  bold- 
nefs.  The  point  mernly  flu-inks  into  the  fea,  without  a  ihrub  to 
court  its  ftony  flatnefs.  From  the  frequent  breaks  that  open  through 
the  wood,  Hampfhire  was  perfectly  picturefque ; — the  fea,  as  a  body, 
added  frefh  glows  to  the  colouring,  and  pleafmgly  varied  the  land* 
tcape.' 

*  The  corporation  of  Newtown  (for,  fmall  as  it  is,  this  place  fca» 
toboaft  a  corporation,  confifting  of  a  mayor  and  twelve  burgefles, 
fend  fends  two  members  to  parliament),  annually  meet  at  the  town- 
hall  in  order  to  choofe  the  magiftrates  for  the  year  enfufng.  The 
ananfioa  in  whkh  this  meeting  Is  held  has  more  to  boaft,  from  its 
i tuation,  than  from  its  elegance  as  a  building.  The  only  things  in 
it  worthy  of  note  for  their  antiquity  are  the  mayoralty  chair  and  table. 
The  building  is  of  (lone,  and  contains  three  rooms,  with  a  cellar  and 
kitchen  underneath.  A  flight  of  fteps  lead  to  the  council-chamber, 
or  hall. 

'  Shalfleet4ake  falls  in  agreeably  at  the  foot  of  the  hill ;  while  the 

village  and  wood  rife  to  the  left,  with  the  downs  of  Brixton  in  its 

diftance     Saltern  and  Hmfted-point  relieve  the  Freft -water  cKffs, 

and  bind  its  larfd  *fcw  to  the  eaftward.    Here  thofe  ^ho  travel,  fbr 

S  pleafurt 
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pjeafure fhould  jpurfue  the  woody  trad  to  the  village  of  9halfleet, 
where  they  wuTfind  at  every  avenue  frefli  beauties  mantling  to  the 
view.    A  body  of  water  is  prcferved  by  dams  at  the  foot  of  the  town, . 
where  a  mill,  entangled  in  the  branches  of  its  woody  fides,  is  an 
agreeable*  objetit  for  the  /ore-ground.  * 

The  following:  we  infrrt  as  a  remarkable  inftance  of  that  pro- 
vincial partiality  which,  if  fimilar  ones  did  not  now.  and  then 
occur*  we  ihottjd  conceive  too  abfurd  to  be  credited : 

r  We  have  already  mentioned  that  the  village  of  Niton  receives 
the  additional  denomination  of  Craf,  from  the  fifh  of  that  name, 
which  abound  on  its  fhore  5  but  we  did  not  then  add,  as  we  fhould 
have  done-,  that  this  term  jpves  great  offence  to  die  inhabitants,  who 
generally  conceive  that  it  is  meant  to  denote  their  being  crabbed*  or 
llkflatured*  They  therefore,  whenever  their  place  of  residence  \% 
mentioned, ,  aad  the;  word  crab  attached  to  it,  immediately  take' 
offence,  and  are  ready  to  refent  the  fuppofed  indignity. 
.  '  The  fecV  it,  that  the  term  is  given  to-  it  to  diitiftguift  it  from 
another  place  in  the  ifland,  which  founds'  the  £w>e.  though  it  is  nor 
foelt  in  the  fame  manner ;  namely,  Knighton,  near  Newchurch,  where 
Mr.  Biffet's  feat  is.  We  have  been  thus  particular  relative  to  fo  tri- 
vial a  circumftance,  as  the  want  of  a  knowledge  of  it  might  fubjeft  a 
frranger,  who  may  inadvertently  aik  the  road  to  it,  to  a  churlilh  reply, 
if  not  to  a  downright  affront.' 

If  we  were  difpofed  to  be  ill-natured  on  this  ridiculous  failing, 
we  ought  be  templed  to  fay  that  we  want  no  other  proof  of  the* 
piB&cc  of  the  appellation  than  the  teftinefs  with  which  the  in- 
tabttaotshear  it  mentioned.  But  ftrange  as  it  may  feem,  this» 
idle  weaknefs  is  not  confined  to  Crab-Niton.  Witnefe  the  im- 
proved noknenclature  of4  many  parts  of  the  town  from  alleys  to 
tmtrtSy  from  eourts  to  /quarts^  from  fyuares  to  phuts^  and  fr«u; 
knep  to Jheet 5.  Nay,  to  fuch  a  ridiculous  height  has  this  preju- 
dice railed  itfdf^  as  to  induce  the  proprietor  of  an  eftate  lately 
built  upon,  to  chriften  his  new  colony  by  aQ:  of  parliament ;  th(* 
place  haying,  by  fome  accident  acquired  the  title  of  Botany 
£ay,  none  chofe  to  tranfport  themfelves  thither  till  the  legifla- 
ture  determined  it  fhould  be  called  Summers  Town ;  fincS  which 
it  has  been  peopled  like  the  other  environs  of  the  metropolis, 
Tp  be  ferious,  we  would  recommend  the  inhabitants  of  Crab- 
Niton  to  read  the  ridiculous  light  in  which  this  failing  is  painted 
by  the  humorous  Cervantes  in  the  account  he;  gives  of  the  in-< 
habitants  of  Braywick  feeling  themfelves  of&nded- whenever,  the 
mufic  of  a  dull  quadruped  wa$  either  imitated  or  fpoken  of. 

Mr.  Haflell  gives  the  fame  ravourabletaccount  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  delightful  ifland  as  we  arte  accuftomed  to  hear 
from  every  impartial  traveller,  and  concludes  with  admitting  the 
tjefcjription  giveo  by  the  inlanders  themfelves  to  be  juft.     c  Its 
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1  land  (they  fay)  is  fertile;  its  hufbandmen  induftrious  5  its  fe- 
c  males  prolific;  its  hills  a  fure  prote&ion  from  the  devaftation 
c  of  the  fea,  its  coafts  too  rocky  to  admit  the  approach  of 
c  an  enemy,  and,  above  all,  its  inhabitants  cheerful,  good- 
c  tempered  and  hofpitable,  all  uniting  in  the  wi(h  and  endea- 
c  -vour  to  render  their  ifland  attra&ive  in  every  refpe<9:  to 
*  ftrangers.' 

It  is  with,  much  concern,  however,  that  in  the  fame  Jiftion 
[our  author  difdains  the  term  chapters]  we  fhould  be  informed 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  weftern  coaft  are  accufed  of  the  fa- 
vage  cuftom  of  c  plundering  wrecks,  and  ftripping  the  dead  ;* 
ana  that c  to  procure  a  reftoration  of  the  property  thus  obtained, 
€  or  to  bring  thefe  lawlefs  plunderers  to  juftice,  is  equally  im- 
c  pra&icable  j  becaufe,  as  every  one  (hares  in  the  plunder,  it  is 

*  the  intereft  of  every  individual  to  unite  in  concealing  or  de- 

*  fending  it/ 

.  In  his  return  home  our  author  takes  a  Jhort  view  of  Stone- 
Henge ;  it  is,  however,  long  enough  to  induce  him  to  hazard 
an  opinion  contrary  to  the  general  one,  which  he  is  extremely 
ready  in  doing  on  many  other  occafions.  His  drawings  of  this 
wonderful  piece  of  art  are  executed  in  the  fame  lively,  (hiking 
chara&er  as  the  reft ;  and  it  is  but  juftice  to  allow  they  have  all 
very  confiderable  merit.  '  A  pleahng  embellifliment  to,  them 
is  die  colouring  of  each  according  to  the  different  effects  of  the 
fun  or  moon  at  the  time  the  views  were  taken.  Some  of  thefe 
are  fufficiently  marked  to  ftrike  every  common  obferver;  but 
others  would  have  been  improved  by  a  fuperfcription  to  inform  us 
what  time  of  day,  or  whether  any  time,  was  intended  to  be  ex- 
prefied.  It  may  perhaps  feem  (till  more  remarkable  that  we  can- 
not always  reconcile  the  plate  to  the  defcription  given  in  the  let* 
ter-prefs,  nor  to  what  we  recolleft  at  the  ifland.  When  We 
vifited  Cari(brook-Caftle,  the  window  at  which  Charles  is  faid 
to  have  attempted  his  efcape  was  pervious  to  the  light.  We 
could  wilh  to  know  what  (hould  have  induced  Mr.JHaffeU  to 
mark  it  by  an  opaque  fpot.  This,  and  many  other  circumftances, 
induce  us  to  doubt  whether  fome  of  the  drawings  or  plates  were 
not  finiftied  with  too  much  hurry,  and  at  a  diftance  from  the 
places  where  the  outlines  were  taken. 

With  all  thefe  errors  we  are  ready  to  admit  the  work  is  not 
deftitute  of  merit ;  and  fcruple  not  to  recommend  it  to  the  lovers 
of  pjdurefque  beauty* 


A*T.. 


Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


tUJfmcal  Memoirs  of  religious  Diffcnfion.  afyf* 

A&T.  II.     Hiflorical  Memoirs  of  religious  Diffenfton\  addrejfed  to 
the  Seventeenth  Parliament  of  Great- Britain.     8vo.  2s.    Mur- 
ray.    London,  1790. 


I 


N  that  ferment  which  the  late  application  of  the  DiiTenters  to 
parliament,  for  the  abolition  of  the  teft  and  corporation  adb, 
has  made  in  the  body  of  the  nation ;  and  in  that  multiplicity 
of  publications,  to  which  it  has  naturally  given  occafibns;  the  - 
work  now  before  us  is,  c  though  laft,  not  leaft  in  our  regard.* 
The  anonymous  author  profefles  his  intention,  hereafter,  *  to 
c  fubmit  the  following  fubjefts  to  public  notice:  1.  The  har- 
4  mony  of  civil  and  religious  polity ;  2.  The  importance  of  a 

*  national  church,  and  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  certain  tefts  to 
4  maintain  and  fecure  it;  3.  The  hiftory  of  the  prefent  teft- 

*  laws,  with  every  recent  objection  to  them  impartially  con- 
4  fidered;  and  a  tranfient  view  of  the  Bangorian  controverfy; 
4  4.  Nature, and  obje£t  of  free  inquiry;  5.  Extent  of  abate- 
4  ments  and  relaxations,  in  view  of  promoting  uniformity; 
4  6.  Ill  confequences  of  the  repeal  of  the  prefent  tefts,  to  the 
4  ftate,  the  clergy,  and  the  public  feminaries ;  7.  Reafons  why 
4  fuccefs  cannot  attend  the  petition  of  the  Diflenters.'  This  is 
a  comprehenfive  plan,  which  we  fhall  be  glad  to  fee  executed. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  author  publishes  a  detached  part  of  the 
whole,  on  account  of  c  the  determination  of  the  Proteftant  Dlf- 
4-fenters  to  renew  their  application  to  parliament,  ajid  their 
•confidence  of  fuccefs  with  the  prefent  legiflators.'  And  his 
obje&  in  this  publication  is,  *to  fbew  4  the  a&ual  conduit  of  the 
4;  rroteijtant  Di  {Tenters,  contrafted  with  their  profeflions  of  at- 
4  tachment  to  the  eftablifhments  in  church  and  ftate.' 

With  this  view  he  mounts  up  to  the  fountain-head  of  fepa ra- 
tion, which  he  places,  not  with  the  i  rights,  of  Proteftant  Dif- 
4  fenters  afierted,  in  1671 ;  but  .vhen,  as  he  proves  from  Cam* 
den,  the  Puritans  began  to  feparate  from  the  church,  in  1 568. 
In  1571  *  a  due  attendance  on  the  facraments'  was  ordered  by 
JElizabeth,  c  under  heavy  penalties,'  as  a,  tejl  *  of  the  allegiance 
4  of  her  fubjeSs.'  In  1573  (he  *  enjoined  the  magiftrate,  "  to 
44  fearch  after  and  punilh  all  fuch  perfons  as  fhail  forbear  to 
4<  come  to  the  Common  Prayer  and  receive  the  fucraments  of  the  , 
*c  church." — This  was  purpofely  levelled  at  the  fe&aries,  and 
4  not  at  the  papifts.'  And  how  unjuftly  then  do  c  the  advocates 
4  for  the  Diffenters  roundly  affert,  u  that  there  was  no  pofitive 
4*  law  or  injunction  for  perfons  to  receive  the  facrament  of  the 
<c  Lord's  fupper,  until  the  popi/h  plot  had  put  the  nation  in  a 
44  fe|ment,  when  the  ftatute  of  £he  3d  of  James  I.  was  ena&ed, 
44  1606."     Right  ofPr.  Difentersy  p.  2d.'     Thus  begun,  dif- 
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fcnfion  went  on  in  fpite  of  all  the  barriers  oppofed  to  It,  and  it 
laft  overthrew  the  conftitution  in  church  and  ftatr.  %  *  We  ar© 
€  now  prefented  with  duTenfion  fcrft  in  >power.*  What  then  was 
its  conduct?  *  To  fuch  a  degree  of  rigour  did  they  proceed, 
€  that,  by  a  memorable  ordinance  in  1645,  the  ufe  of  die  Com- 
4  mon-prayer-book  was  prohibited)  not  only  in  public  worihip* 

*  but  in  private  families,  under  heavy  penalties/  But  c  one  in* 
«  ftance  of  intolerance  cannot  be  overlooked  in  this  place*  ao* 
f  inftance  (hat  baffles  comparifon  in  the  darkeft  ages  of  imrei- 

*  lenting  bigotry :  thefe  vindicators  of  liberty  and  the  right?  $f 

*  man  refufed  to  indulge  their  opprefled  monarch,  with— ^th© 

*  indulgence  of  a  Common-prayefrbook,  for  the  private  ufe  of 

*  himfelf  and  family.'  Weil  then  may  the  author  add,  that ( till 
1  this  revolution,  the  real  principles  of  Diflenters  were  never 
c  known ;  they  had  been  heretofore  claiming  indulgence  from. 
c  tbofe  that  were  in  power,  but  now,  being  vefted  with  autho* 
?  rity,  they  became  the  bitter  perfecutors  of  their  rivals  ^  am) 
c  the  advocates  for  freedoni  of  conference,— wore  now  tranf- 
f  formed  into  furious  bigots  and  engines  of  intolerance  * 

"  And  man,  proud  jpjuv 
*<  Dreft  in  a  little  brief  authority, 
"  Play'd  fuch  fantaftic  tricks  before  high  Ifcayen* 
f*  4s  made  the  angels  lyeep.1'    Measure  pqr  Measure/  ' 

The  author  then  turns  c  from  this  degrading  picture  of  hamai* 
f  nature,  to  that  period  where  the  Diflenters  challenge  our  ad- 
«  miration;  bidding  us  recoiled,  that  to  them  we  ewe  the  re- 
f  Iteration  of  the  monarchy,  and  the  re-eftablifhmeRt  of  th* 
f  church.9  But  this  challenge  is  ill-founded,  he  thinks.-  And 
the  fa<a  iSj  he  fays,  that  the  Prefcyteriana,  *  finding  the  tablet 

*  now  turned  upon  thenV  by  thofc  Puritans  of  ibt  Puritans  the 
Independents,  '*  and  being  now  thoroughly  fenfiWe— their  lot 
c  was  even  more  fevere,  than  under  monarchy  and  the  national' 
f  church  j  began  $0  think  of  reftqrin^  Charles  II.  to  tho 
•throne/ 

But  our  author  *  haflens  to  that  fecond  grand  crifis  of  pa- 
? •  triotifm  to  which  the  Proteftant  DyTenters  refer  us,  as  a  proof 
.c  of  their  being  the  friends  tp  ecclefiaftical  eftablifliments,  and" 
f  the  reftorers  of  civil  liberty/  He  (hews  us  from  Bifliop  Bur, 
net  himfelf,  « that  it  was  by  the  txprtfs  advice  of  tbt  Dijfinttrr, 
f  now  in  the  fulnefi  of  royal  favour,  that  James  was  induced  to 
f  commit  to  the  Tower  the  fa  bi(hop$.>  And*  as  he  fercafti- 
cally  remarks,  « the  abettors  pf  this  notprious  tranfa&ion  have 

*  then,  irk  truth,  the  merit  of  greatly  promoting  that  glorious  re- 
f  volution,  which  a  few  months  afterwards  was  actually  com* 
f  pletcd/  .  ■  ••■'•.■-',. 
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After  this  revolution,  <  William  rcfolved  to  admit  the  Dif- 

*  (enters  to  a  fhare  in  pofts  under  the  government,  To  this, 
c  end,  at  a  previous  ftep,  he  propofed  to  parliament  /A*  abcMnn< 

*  of  the  t$fti\  a  meafure,  which  in  the  former  reign  he  could  by 

*  no  means  be  brought  to  countenance/  His  attempt,  after 
W&tKted  trials,  failed.  Pie  obtained,  however,  *  an  aft  of  par- 
•*  liarocnt,  which  reflets  equal  honour  on  the  promoters,  and  the 
'  Chriftian  oaufe,'  the  ad  of  toleration  in  1689.    And  now  *  it 

*  might  have  been  expe&ed^  that  an  experience  of  the  fatal, 

*  effects  of  former  religious  conflicts,  and  the  benefits  of  aa, 
€  enlarged  and'  liberal  toleration,  would  have  fealed  the  tran- 
1  quillity  of  the  kingdom.'  But  the  event  has  proved  otherwife. 
In  1703  the  Diflenters  in  Ireland  railed  a  perfecution  againft  out: 
of  their  own  brethren*  beoaufe  he  was  a  Socinian ;  an£  in  the; 
very  feme  year  the  Prefbyterians  of  Scotland  declared  in  fynod,. 

*  th*t  to  enaft  a  (deration,  in  favour  of  Episcopalians,  would  be 
«  to  eftablijb  iniquity  by  law*9 

The  author  then  adverts  to  a  new  fpecies  of  Diflenters,  that 
arofe  in  the  kingdom ;  the  Arians,  Socinians,  and  Deifts.    i  To. 

*  ftop  tlie  progrefs  of  infidelity,'  he  fays,  c  the  legiflature  inter- 

*  fared ;  and  the  9th  and  10th  ftatutes  of  William  IIL  cam© 

*  forth,  to  prevent  the  tQtal  fubverfion  of  religion  and  morality.* 
Having  ftated  this,  he  proceeds  to  give  us  a  hiftory  of  the  at* 

tempts  to  repeal  the  tefts.     *  Some  malecontents  in  a  populous* 

*  commercial  town,*  he  tells  us,  (  firft  difcovered  the  imper~ 
1  fe&ion  of  the  ftate  machine.—  In  1 731  the  Diflenters  of  Li- 

*  verpooj  determined  to  apply  to  the  legiflature  for  relief.— -Th£ 
c  object  of  tbefe  ftate-phyftcians  was,  to  remove  the  facramentat 

*  tefts.— To  aid  the  feheme  of  reformation,  the  Quaker  caught 
c  the  ipirit  of  faction;  and,  joining  the  patriots,  preferred,  about 

*  the  fame  time,  bis  humble  petition,  for  a  relief  from  the  payment  of 
€  tyihtsy  thurch*ram*>  and  all  other  ecclefiajlical  dues.9  The  Dii~ 
fenters  brought  not  forward  4  the  motion  for  a  repeal  of  the  teft- 
4  a&  till  1736;  when  it  was  loft  by  3  majority  of  251  againft. 

*  123.  Another  effort  was  made  in  1739  \  but  this  was  quafhed* 

*  by  a  ft>ll  greater  proportionate  majority,  viz.  188  to  89/ 
This  *  fenced  their  clamours  ;  and  we  hear  little  or  nothing* 

*  of  imaginary  grievances  for  the  remainder  of  this  [George  th©  ~ 

*  S^contf sj  reign.' 

In.  the  prefent  reign,,  and  i  in  1777,  certain  difabilities,  under- 
'  which  the  minifters  of  the  Proteftant  Diflenters  laboured,  were 

*  removed/  Then,  *  fo  fenfible  were  they  of  the  favour  and  re-* 
c  lief  granted  them  in  this  inftance,  that  a  leading  and  truly  re* 
£  fpe&aWe  character  among  them  [Dr.Kippis]  declared,  tfThat 

*  they  had  now  no  additional  claims  to  urge,  and  that  their  to^ 
H  leration  was  complete." — Mr.  Pitt  with  great  fuccefs  prefled* 
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*  this  argument  on  the  Houfe. — Yet  this  fair  reafoning  wa§ 
c  parried  with  Angular  addrefs  by  Mr.  Beaufoy:  he  allowed  that, 
c  at  the  time  alluded  to,  the  Diflenters  were  fatisficd,  and  ex- 
c  prefled  themfelves  fo ;  but  then,  as  thofe  indulgences  afle&ed 
r  them  as  mimflers,  they  were  not  precluded  coming  forward  in 

*  the  prefent  inttance,  as  men.  Such  equivocation  is  neither 
c  candid  nor  indeed  politic*  Indeed  it  juftified,  while  it  pre- 
tended to  anfwer,  what  Mr.  Pitt  had  faid ;  that  it  was  impoffible 
to  judge  how  far  they  meant  to  proceed,  or  what  would  in  fe& 
content  them.  *  And  as  the  Diflenters  have  already  urged  the 
c  juftice  of  their  being  exonerated  of  ecclefiaftical  fees,  in  order 
c  to  transfer  them  to  their  own  miniftry ;  it  is  reafonable  toex- 
c  pe£t  from  this  inftance  of  mental  refervation,  that  they  will 
c  in  time  come  forward  for  a  legal  eftablifhment,  to  fecure  to 
€  their  clergy  this  voluntary  tribute/ 

In  1778  the  Roman  Catholics  obtained  an  equal  repeal  of 
feme  fevere  reftricYions  upon  them.     But  how  did  die  Diflen- 
ters, fo  lately  favoured  themfelves,  behave  under  this  favour  to 
others?     *  Many  eminent  chara&ers' among  them  were  con- 
futed, upon  the  repeal  of  the  nth  and  12th  of  William,  and 
were  zealous  in  the  caufe  of  religious  freedom ;  promoting 
the  indulgence  which  the  Catholics  at  this  time  received/ 
Yet  afterwards  was  formed  *  a  tumultuous  aflbciation  of  Pro- 
teftant  DhTenters,   which,   under   the  fpecious  mafk  of  pa- 
triotifm  and  religion,  firft  prorrioted  an  infurredion,  that  fub- 
verted  the  civil  authority,  and  introduced  a  fcene  of  riot  and 
diforder,  that  filled  the  empire  with  amazement  and  cdnifter- 
nation.'    So  early  as  1779  Lord  George  Gordon  *  maintained 
a  correfpondence  with  fome  difafFe&ed  teachers  in  Edinburgh 
and  Dumfries,  upon  the  fubje£  of  the  Catholic  bitt ;  and  par- 
ticularly with  the  prefident  of  a  formidable  body  at  Glafeow, 
called  the  eighty-five  Jheieties. — Befide  the  petition  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  Aflbciators,  there  were  others  from  various  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  prefented  by  Lord  George  Gordon  on  behalf  of  the 
Diflenters,   at  the  bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.'*— And 
Mr.  Burke,  in  the  debate  on  the  petitions  againft  the  Ca- 
tholic bill,  20th  June  1780— attacked — Alderman  Boll  with 
great  feverity,  for  "  the  part  he  had  atted  in  the  late  diftutbances" 
He  aiked,  4C  How  fuch  a  man  as  he,  enjoying  as  a  Pronfiant 
Diffenter  all  the  blejjings  of  religious  toleration^  could  reconcile 
tt  it  to  his  confeience  to  deny  fome  few  comforts  to  other  men, 
u  between  whom  and  him  there  was  no  difference,  but  the  mere 
u  difference  of  religious  opinion  i*9 

The  author  therefore  proceeds  to  fhew  c*  that  the  meafures 
c  which  they  adopted  to  promote  their  caufe,  were,  in  the  lead- 
c  ing  features, — fimilar,  to  the  late  attempt  of  the  Proteftant 
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*  Difleriters,  to  obtain  a  redrefs  of  their  imaginary  grievances/ 
This  he  {hews  in  three  grand  points,  4  publishing  inflammatory 
c  papers,  pretending  religion  and  liberty,  and  overawing  the  le-  , 

*  giilature.     On  each  of  thtfe  points  he  dwells. 

*  The  Proteftant  Diffenters  in  1 780/  attempted  to  reftrain 
the  m6b  which  they  had  ratfed,  *  by  hand-bills— <hffuading  the 
4  infurgents  from  their  excefles,  and  in  fad  difavowing  all  con- 
4  nexion  with  them,  if  they  proceeded  further ;'  but c  the  Pro- 

*  teftant  Diffenters  of  1790,  although  admonifhed  by  fome  of 

c  their  moderate  and  rational  brethren,  not  to  proceed  to  fuch  > 
€-  unjuftifiable  lengths  as  their  refolutions  held  forth,  in  con* 
'  tempt  of  the  friendly  admonition  plainly  intimated  that  their 
4  firft  exertions— were  only  a  prelude  to  nobler  atchievements/ 
In  proof  of  this,  the  writer  appeals  to  a  letter  produced  by  Mr* 
Burke  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  *  from  a  Mr.  Fletcner,  a 
4  Diffenter  in  Lanca&ire ;  in  which  he  ftated,  4i  that  the  meet- 
44  ing  of  Proteftant  Diflenters  held  at  Bolton,  avowed  fuch  vio- 
44  lent  principles,  that  he  would  riot  ftav,  but  came  away  with 
44  fome  other  moderate  men.'*    He  oblerved,  that  one  member 

*  being  aflced,  What  was  their  object,  and  whether  they  meant 
c  to  feck  for  any  thing  more  than  the  repeal  of  the  corporation 

*  and  teft  a&s  ?  anfwered  in  the  language  of  our  Saviour,  u  We 
"  know  thofe  things  which  ye  are  not  yet  able  to  bear."  And 
4  when  another  member  faid,  "  Give  them  a  little  light  into 
a  what  we  intend,"  he  informed  him,  that  "  they  did  not  cart 
4<  the  nip  of  ajlrow  for  the  repeal  of  thofe  a&s,  but  that  they 
44  defigned  to  try  for  the  abolition  of  the  tytbes*  liturgy^  &c." 

On  the  fecond  point  our  author  obferves  thus ;  *•  The  in- , 
4  dignation,'  (ays  he,  c  which,  from  purity  of  confcience^  they  have 
4  exprcfled  againft  the  impious  policy  of  their  country,  in  per- 
4  verting  facred  ordinances  to  civil  purpofes,  muft  claim  our 
4  holy  veneration:  on  this  popular  fubjeci:,  their  apologifts  are 
4  peculiarly  eloquent ;  4*ut,  with  inimitable  aflurance,  they  brand 

*  churchmen  for  their  indelicacy  in  confounding  religion  with„ 

*  politics,  at  the  very  time  that  they  are  moulding  their  own, 
4  minifters  into  vehicles  of  faftion,  and  proilituting  the  fan&ity 
4  of  their  tabernacles  to  fecular  intrigue.'  !So  in  a  meeting  of 
Diflenters  at  Warrington,  January  6th,  1 790,  it  was  agreed, 

"that copies  of  their  refolutions  againft  the  oppreffivenefs  of  the 
teft  laws,  in  excluding  Diffenters  from  public  employments,  be 
fcnt  to  the  minifters  of  their  feveral  congregations ;  4  with  a 
4  requeft,  that  they  will  publicly  read  them  to  their  refpeftive  con* 
«  gregations.9  4  Thus,'  as  our  author  adds  with  an  honeft  in- 
dignation, '  would  they  waken  the  fpiritual  repofe^of  the  low- 

*  roofed  meeting- houfe,  into  an  appetence  of  temporalities,  into 
4  a  fcramble  for  the  perquifites  of  tide- waiting,  and  the  lucre 
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<  of  an  excife-office/    And,  as  be  fubjoins, c  it  will  appear  open . 

*  further  examination,  that  the  pulpit  has  been  of  late  the  com- 
c  mon  vehicle  of  fanatical  difcontent,— and  the  oratory  has  fiir- 
€  nifhed  out  the  fuel  and  materials  of  fedition/  _This  he  fhews 
by  a  particular  reference  to  the  publications,  fermons,  and  other 
works,  of  thofe  Meffieurs  of  die  meeting-houfe,  Prieftky  and 
Price.  Dr.  Prielftley,  even  in  his  fermon  at  Birmingham,  *  in. 
c  which  he  has  atoned  for  former  inflammatory  expreflions,  in 

*  fome  degree,  by  a  calm  and  rational' eloquence,.'  has,  however, 
dropt  a  ftriking  hint,  "  that  more  relaxation!  art,  intended-  than  , 
A  have  been  as  yet  Solicited"    But  let  us  fubjoin  his  pi&ure  of 
Dr.  Pi-ice,    *  I  may  be  told/  he  obje&s,  *  that  our  reverfcnd 

*  politician  has  avowed  himfelf  an. enemy  to.  commonwealths, 

*  and  an  advocate  for  monarchy*  I  know  this ;,  and-be  has  done 
€  more.     With  wonderful  verfetility  of  talent,  be  has  difowned 

*  profelitifin,  and  retained  the  fpirit  and  ?eal  for  converfion ;  has. 
€  abandoned  controverfy,  in  the  midft  of  polemical  pofitions^ 

*  and,  flickering  himfelf  behind  fome  equivocal  axiom  of  the  ce~ 
c  Crated  Mbntefquieu,  has  condemned  democracy,  and  diflemi- 
9  nated  republican  principles/ 

On  the  third  point  our  author  makes  thefe  obfervations.  The-' 
Diflenters  overawed  the  legiflature,  he  (ays,  in  t78o, 4  by.  a  dar- 
4  ing  outrage  on  the  perfons  of  the  fenators,.  and  the  freedom  of; 

*  debate;'  and  in  1709  c  by  9  deliberate  and  artful  attack  on* 
♦their  integrity  and  independence,  by  a  cenfure  on  fiich  as;  had 

*  oppofed  their  repeated  applications  for  a  repeal  of  the  tefts,.and 

*  by  a  folemn  declaration  to.  return  fuch  only  at  the  next  general* 

*  election,  as  would  pledge  themfelyes  to  fupport  the  private  ra- 

*  terefts  of  a  party/  This  he  proves  by  a  detail  of  fads.  c  The> 
r  unblufhing  advocates  of  civil  and  religious  liberty/  he  re- 
marks, *  prefs  forward  and  urge  a  tell  on  thofe  very  men,  wbo> 


«"  furdity  would  not  be  credited,  on  my  bare  affertion ;  1  am> 
♦'  neceffitated,  therefore,  to  adduce  other  proof  in  confirmatioiv 

*  of  the  fa£L     And  it  is  nothing  lefs  than  the  cool,  deliberate  r#- 

*  foltftiofty  of  a  body  of  Proteftant  Diffenters  affembled  at  Brf- 
ct  ton  in  Lancafhire/  on  December  17th,  1789.  "  It  is  highly 
«F  expedient  and  proper  for  all  Diflenting  freeholders  and  ele£tor& 
f<  throughout  the  kingdom,  in  every  county,  city,  and  borough* 
"  to  require  by  letter  of  all  candidates  for  a  feat  in  parliament, 
€i  with  whom  they  jye  feverally  concerned,  an  explicit  declaratiom 
u  of  their  views  refpe&ing  the  teft  and  corporation  afts;  and 

*  to  refvfo  their  votes  to  emery  man  who  will  not  engage  to  fupport 
u  the  repeal  of  a&s  which  appear  to  it,  obnoxious,  intolerant,  and 

*  unjuft, 
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<c  im^uft,  and  of  all  penal  Jiatutes  againji  religious  principles." 

*  Here  is  a  refolution,  as  eminent  for  zed  as  it  is  fb>r  abfurdity, 
"*  and  which  holds  forth  a  ridiculous  mixture  of  latitude  and  in- 

*  tolerance  1*  But  this  is  not  the  only  inftance  of  felf-convi&e4 
Intemperance  in  the  prefent  bufinew.  4  A  pamphlet-— comes 
'  forward  to  the  public  with  Angular  commendation,— ufhered 

*  into  public  notice  under  the  farwSHon  of  a  noble  earl/  Eajl 
Stanhope,  'and  the  applaufee  of  a  diftinguiflied  commoner,'  Sir 
H.  Houghton,  c  and  die  approbation  at  the  Monthly  Review.* 
The  writer  of  this  bid*  the  DuTenters . "  confide  in  their  own 
Ci  jejRertioas,,i  and  u  u&  all  the  Mps  which  Providence  has 
u  placed  in  their  power  i"  particularly  at  the.  general  eleftion, 
then  coming.  "  Such  acrifis  in  favour  of  the  Diffenters,"  it 
fays,  with  a  ftrange  wilanefs,  "  may  not  occur  in  the  revolution 
iC  of  ages ;  and  it  is  a  duty  to  themfelves  and  their  pofterity,  t§ 
***  take  advantage  of  it.  Tney  are  peculiarly  the  guardians  of  re- 
t€  ligious  liberty,  and  will  fliortly  have  an  opportunity  to  (hew 
**  their  attachment  to  its  friends.  Thofe  who  fliall  have  ap- 
*«*  proved  their  regard  for  the  rights  of  confeience,  and  vote€ 
**  for  the  repeal  of  ^the  tefts,  may  go  down  with  confidence  to 
w  their  constituents,  who  are  DiJJenters,  and  friends  of  religious 
a  liberty ;  while  the  obJlinaU  advocates  for  perficutiony  can  have  n* 
u  claim  to  their  affiftance.**  Right  of  the  Protejiant  Diffenters 
x  u  a  complete  Toleration  averted,  p.  07.     This  is  the  catholic 

*  creed  ofProteftant  Dfflenfion;  and,  without  a  queftion,  the 
f  damnatory  claufes  favour  ftrongly  of  political  Calvinifm.* 

We  have  thus  given  a  larger  account  than  we  ufually  do  of 
pamphlets  like  die  prefent.  We  have  paid  it  this  compliment, 
oecaufe  we  think  it  peculiarly  ufeful  at  the  prefent  crisis,  anA 
becaufe  we  wflh*  for  that  reafon  to  recommend  it  peculiarly  to 
our  reader.  The  abftra&  here  given  prefents  us  withfuch* 
view  of  the  parts,  as  muft  ftrongly  ferve  to  recommend  die 
whole*  The  author  has  taken  a  comprehenfive  furvey  of  his 
Tubjeft.  He  has  alfo  had  the  happinefs  to  catch  and  to  hold  firm 
the  prominent  parts  of  it.  And  he  has  added  to  all,  a  language 
lively*  aflufiye,  and  ingenious. 
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Art.  III.    Travels  into  the  Interior  Parti  of  Africa,  by  the  Way  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  the  Tears  1780,  8r,  82,  83,  84*  and 
85.     Tranjlated  from  the  French  of  M.  le  Vaillant.     Illuftrated 
vntb  Twelve  elegant  Copper-plates.     8vo.  2  vols.  12s.  boards. 
Robirifons.    London  1790. 

Art.  IV.  Travels  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  into  the  Tnteridr 
Parts  of  Africa,  including  many  interefting  Anecdotes.  With  ele- 
gant Plates  defer  iptiye  of  the  Country  and  Inhabitants.  Infer ibea\ 
by  Permtffton,  to  bis  Grace  the  Duke  of  Montague.  Tranjlated 
from  the  French  of  M.  Vaillemt.  8vo.  2  vols.  14s.  Lane. 
London,  1790. 

[  Concluded.  ] 

,TlHE  fecond  volume  of  this  curious  and  interefting  work, 
-*  commences  with  an  account  of  the  Gonaqua  Hottentots, 
and  of  an  interview  which  the  author  had  with  a  horde  of  thefe 
people,  who,  he  obferved,  made  a  clapping  kind  of  noife  with 
the  tongue  when  they  fppke,  like  the  reft  of  the  Hottentots. 
Though  their  dialed  was  the  fame,  fome  of  their  words,  how- 
ever, had  terminations  which  neither  he  nor  his  people  were  al- 
ways able  to  under ftand.  When  they  accoft  an^  one  they 
ftretch  forth  the  hand,  faying  Tabe,  I  falute  you.  This  word 
and  ceremony,  which  are  employed  .by  the  Caffres,  are  not  ufed 
by  the  Hottentots,  properly  fo  called.  The  drefs  of  the  Go- 
noqua  men,  fhaped  like  that  of  the  Hottentots,  is  arranged  with 
more  fymmetry ;  but  as  the  former  are  a  little  taller,  they1  make 
their  mantles,  which  they  call  krofs,  of  calves  inftead  of  ftieeps 
(kins.  Several* of  them  wear,  hanging  from  their  necks,  3  bit 
of  ivory,  or  very  white  fheep's  bone ;  and  the  contrail  formed 
between  thefe  and  the  colour  of  their  fkin,  produces  a  good  effe£r, 
and  is  very  becoming.  When  the  weather  is  exceflivdy  hot, 
they  throw  afide  every  fuperfluous  part  of  their  drefs,  and  r&tain 
only  what  they  name  their  jackals*  This  is  a  piece  of  the  flrin 
of  the  animal  fo  called,  with  which  they  cover  what  nature  bids 
them  conceal,  and  which  is  fattened  to  their  girdle.  .The  wo- 
men are  much  fonder  of  drefs  than  the  men,  and  employ  more 
care  in  adorning  their  perfons.  They  wear  a  krofs  like  the  latter; 
but  the  apron  which  veils  their  fex  is  larger  than  thofc  of  the 
Hottentots.  During  the  great  heats  they  wear  only  this  apron, 
with  a  (kin  which  defcends  behind  from  their  middle  to  the  calf 
of  the  leg.  Young  girls,  below  the  age  of  nine  years,  go  per- 
fectly naked  ;  when  they  attain  to  that  age,  they  have  no  other 
^covering  but  a  fmall  apron.  The  description  of  their  hats  in 
the  kraal  which  the  author  vifited,  we  {hall  extnuSt  from  the 
tranflation  of  this  work  publiflied  by  Lane: 

'  The 
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*  The  tuts,  which  are  about  forty  in  number,  and  which'  occupy 
an  area  of  about  fix  hundred  feet  fquare,  form  feveral  half  emits, 
and  are  united  with  each  other  by  thofe  little  enclofures  in  which 
each  family  keeps  its  calves  and  lambs  ;  for  they  never  fuffer  therm 
to  follow  their  dams  during  the  day.  They  only  fuck  morning  arid 
evening,  at  which  time  they  milk  their  cows  and  ewes.  Be  fides  thefe 
particular  enclofures,  there  are  three  larger  ones,  ftrongly  fenced, 
and  deftined  to  contain,  during  the  night,  the  general  ftock  of  cattle 
belonging  to  the  whole  hoard.  The  form  of  thefe  huts  is  the  fame 
with  thofe  of  the  Hottentots  of  the  colonies,  and  meafure  about  eight 
or  nine  feet  in  diameter.  Some  of  them  are  covered  with  the  hides 
of  oxen  or  fheep,  but  more  with  mats.  They  have  but  one  aperture* 
which  is  very  low  and  narrow ;  the  fire  is  made  in  the  centre  of  the 
hut,,  fo  that  the  thick  fmoke  which  defcends  from  it,  mingled  with 
the  fceiid  fmells  from  innumerable  caufes,  would  fufFocate  an  Euro-  . 
pean  who  mould  have  the  courage  to  remain  in  it  two  minutes;  yet 
\uftom  has  rendered '  this  bearable >  perhaps  comfortable,  to  thefe  fa- 
vages.  It  is  true,  they  are  always  in  the  open  air  during  the  day; 
but  when  night  approaches,  every  one  gains  his  habitation,  where, 
ft  retched  on  his  mat,  and.  covered  with  a  (beep's  (kin,  he  refts  as 
content,  and  fleeps  as  foundly,  as  if  repofing  on  a  bed  of  down. 
When  the  night  happens  to  be  more  cold  than  ordinary,  they  cover 
themfelves  with  larger  fkins,  fuch  as  they  put  over  their  mats  to 
fleep  on.  The  Gonaquais  always  have  a  change  of  thefe  neceflaries. 
When  the  day  appears  the  mats  and  flrins  are  rolled  up,  and  placed 
on  one  fide  or  the  hut ;  and  when  the  weather  is  fine  they  frequently 
expofe  them  to  the  fun  and  air,  and  "beat  them  carefully,  not  only  to 
free  them  from  the  duft,  but  alfo  to  clear  them  from  thofe  infe& 
which  abound  in  thofe  warm  climates,  and  whofe  company  is  ex- 
tremely difagreeable ;  but  with  all  their  care  they  have  enough  to  dp 
to  prevent  their  increafe.' 

The  Ganaqua  women  are  much  fonder  of  finery  and  decora- 
tions than  the  Hottentots  of  the  colonies.  Their  aprons,  which 
tKey  call  neuyp-krofs^  defcend  almoft  to  their  knees  ;  and  it  is  ia 
die  ornaments  lavifhed  on  them  that  the  richnefs  and  magnifi- 
cence they  pride  themfelves  in  confift.  The  more  their  drefles 
are  loaded  with  beads,  and  (hells,  the  more  fumptuous  they  con- 
ceive themfelves  to  be.  They  make  a  kind  of  netting,  with 
which  they  cover  their  legs,  in  the  manner  of  half  boots ;  but 
thofe  who  cannot  attain  to  this  degree  of  magnificence, "orna- 
ment them  with  the  fame  kind  of  rufhes,  as  thofe  of  which 
they  make  their  mats ;  or  with  ox-hide,  cut  into  thongs,  and 
beat  into  a  round  form  by  a  mallet.  This  cuftom*  M.  ie 
.  Vaillant  tells  us,  has  given  rife  to  thofe  accounts  to  be  met  with 
in  many  books  of  travels,  in  which  it  is  afferted  that  thefe  peo- 
ple wrap  the  inteftines  of  fuch  animals  as  they  kill  around  their 
legs  and  arms ;  and  that  they  devour  thefe  ornaments  when  they 
begin  to  putrify.  *  This  however/  continues  the  author,  *  is  a 
*  <  grojk 
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€  grofi  error,  which  deferves  to  be  buried  In  oblivion,  wMTihe 
4  works  by  which  it  has  been  propagated.'*  His  bbfervations  on 
this  fubjeft,  extra&ed  alfo  from  the  tranflation  published  by 
Lanty  are  as  follows : 

«  A  Hottentot,  perhaps,  may  have  been  reduced  by  famine  tt> 
Stake  ufe  of  this  refource  to  preferve  his  exigence ;  he  may  have 
eaten  his  fandals,  when  he  could  not  pofliblyhave  procured  any  other' 
ftbfiftence ;  bat  have  not  the  horrors  of  a  fiege  often  reduced  the 
»oft  dvilifed  people  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  moft  difgufting  ali- 
ments t  And  lhould  we  thence  conclude  that  they  were  fond  ofwhat 
•eceflity  alone  would  have  conftrained  them  to  make  ufe  of,  and  from 
which  they  would  otherwife  have  turned  with  the^utmoft  horror  and 
4ifgirft?  Originally  the  bandages  of  leather,  or  rufhes,  with  which 
the  Hottentots  ufed  to  envelope  their  legs,  were  confidered  as  a  ne- 
teffary  prefervative  againfl  the  thorns  and  briars :  they  ferved  like* 
wife  to  fecure  them  from  the  bite  of  ferpents,  with  which  thefe  parts 
•f  Africa  abound;  but  luxury  has  fubverted  thefe  inventions  which 
aeeeflity  fuggefted,  and  the  women  have  fupplied  the  place  of  thofe 
fcihs  and  tuSes,  which  were  of  real  utility,  with  netting  and  beads, 
which  they  now  confider  merely  as  an  ornament. 

*  Thus,  in  the  wilds  of  Africa,  as  well  as  in  the  more  enlightened 
puts  of  the  globe,  the  wifeft  and  moil  falutar v  inffitutio'ns,  are  in 
time  corrupted  and  degraded!  This  cuftom  of  the  Hottentots  at 
leaft  confirms  one  truth,  that  vanity  is  the  production  of  every  cli- 
*nate ;  and  however  fcantily  nature  may  have  furnilhed  the  means  oT 
ttisfying  that  paflion,  women  will  endeavour  to  gratify  it/ 

M.  le  Vailknt  is  at  great  pains  to  refute  other  calumnies  and 
srfper (ions. -thrown  out  agamft  the  Hottentots,  whofe  xaufe  he. 
tfpoufes  on  all  occafions,  and  from  whom,  he  tells  us,  he  re* 
ceived  every  mark  of  civility  and  attention.  Travellers,  in  ge- 
neral, »are  too  much  inclined  to  liften  to  the  information  of 
others,  and  to  receive  as  certain  fads,  what  is  only  mere  po- 
pular report,  or  affertions  deflitute  of  any  foundation*  Some 
Jiave  affirmed,  that  when  a  Hottentot  woman  brings  forth  twins, 
4he  inftantly  deftroys  one  of  them  j  but  our  author  endeavours 
to  palliate  this  enormity,  and  to  (hew  that  wherj  pra£tifed,  which 
is  very  rare,  it  arifes  not  from  any  barbarity  of  dUpofition,  but 
from  ncceffity: 

«  This  crime  againft  nature,*  fays  he,  f«tbe  here  quote  Robinfotfs 
ir*njlati*n)9  *  is  indeed  yery  rare,  and  thefe  people  revolt  at  the  idea 
ef  it ;  but  it  has  its  fource,  however  incredible  it  may  feem,  in  the 
tendered  love.  It  is  a  dread  of  not  being  able  to  nourifti  two  chil- 
dren, or  of  feeing  them  both  perifh,  that  has  induced  fome  mothers 
to  facrifice  one  of  them.  Befides,  the  Gonaquais  are  exempt  from 
this  reproach.  But  by  what  right  dare  we  make  it  criminal  in  thefe 
lavages  to  ufe  this  precaution,  for  which  I  have  given  at  leaft  aplau- 
ible  motive,  whilft  in  the  heart  of  the  moft  enlightened  nations,  not- 

withfhukling 
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trlthftanding  the  number  of  hofpitals  opened  by  benevolence,  we 
every  day  fee  mothers  unnatural  enough  to  expofe  with  their  own 
hands,  and  to  abandon  in  the  ftreets,  the  innocent  fruits  of  their 
womb  ? 

'  It  would  therefore  be  an  unjuft  calumny  againft  thefe  people  to 

five  as  a  conftant  practice  a  few  barbarous  a&ions  which  they  con- 
emn,  and  which  they  belie  fo  well  by  their  conduft.  In  more  than 
one  horde  I  have  met  mothers  who  fuckled  twins,  and  who  did  not 
feem  to  be  in  the  leaft  embarrafled  with  them. 

'  Travellers,  however,  have  not  heiitated  to  maintain  that  this 
barbarous  pra&ice  exifts;  and  what  Dr.  Sparmann  relates  in  his 
voyage  to  the  Cape,  refpe&ing  the  fate  of  children  at  the  breaft  who 
lofe  their  mothers,  is  equally  void  of  foundation. 

'  Another  cuftom  no  lefs  horrid,*  fays  he,  «  which  has  not  been 
hitherto  remarked  by  any  one,  but  which  I  have  been  fully  ajjure* 
exifts  among  the  Hottentots,  is,  that  if  a  mother  happens  to  die,  the 
child  at  her  breaft  is  interred  alive  with  her.  This  very  year,  in 
the  place  where  I  was,  the  following  circumftance  happened  :  A  Hot- 
tentot woman  having  died  on  the  farm  of  an  epidemical  diftemper, 
the  reft  of  the  Hottentots,  who  thought  that  they  were  not  in  a  con- 
dition to  educate  the  -female  child  which  (he  had  left,  or  who  were 
unwilling  to  take  the  burden  of  it,  had  wrapped  it  up,  ftill  alive,  in 
a  flieep  s  fkii*,  in  order  to  inter  it  with  the  deceafed  mother ;  but 
feme  farmers  in  the  neighbourhood  prevented  them  from  accomplifh* 
ing  their  defign.  My  landlady,  who  was  already  advanced  in  years, 
told  me  that  (he  herfelf,  about  fix  teen  or  feventeen  years  before, 
found,  in  the  quarter  of  Swellendam,  a  Hottentot  child  wrapped  up 
In  (kins,  tied  faft  to  a  tree,  near  the  place  where  its  mother  had  been 
recently  interred.  Enough  of  life  was  ftill  remaining  in  this  child  to 
be  faved,  and  It  was  carried  away  by  Mrs.  Kock's  relations ;  but  it 
died  at  the  age  of  eight  or  nine;  It  refults  from  this  inftance,  and 
from  feveral  others  which  I  learned  from  the  planters,  &c* 

'  We  muft  conclude,  from  the  words  of  this  botanift,'  continues 
M.  ie  Vaillant,  *  that  he  faw  nothing  of  what  he  relates,  fince  he 
declares,  as  he  does  throughout  his  whole  work,  that  he  received  his 
information  from  the  planters.  He  muft  have  been  too  much  in 
their  company  to  be  ignorant  how  far  one  ought  to  depend  on  their 
memories  or  their  judgment ;  and  on  this  account  he  might  have 
f pared  us  the  trouble  of  reading  a  great  number  of  fables  which, 
ought  to  have  been  exploded.  It  is  not  by  heariay  that  we  are  to 
judge  of  people,-  or  to  compare  them  with  others.  In  the  moft 
faithful  and  juft  relation  how  many  circumftances  efcape  us  which 
would  throw  light  upon  fafts  ill  underftood,  when  one  has  not  been 
an  eye  witnefs!  Was  not  the  epidemical  diftemper,  of  which  he  fays 
the  ftrft  mother  died,  a  fufficient  reafon  to  alarm  the  Hottentots,  and 
to  make  them  remove  both  from  the  dead  body  and  the  child,  through 
a  dread  of  being  infe&ed;  which,  confidering  their  prejudice,  is  a 
fufficient  motive  to  induce  them  to  abandon  every  thing  in  an  in. 
ftant,  even  their  flocks,  which  are  their  only  riches  ?  With  regard? 
to  the  fecond  child,  found  in  the  canton  of  Swellendam,  the  cafe  per- 
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haps  might  have  Been  the  fame ;  and  until  a  reafonaHe  caufe  fcfc 
fcmgned  for  this  barbarity,  I  fhall  vindicate  the  characler  of  the 
^tnildeft  ahd  ihoft  afFe&ioriate  people  that  I  know.  In  fhort,  fiich  ri- 
diculous tales  refpedling  thefe  favages  would  have  been  long  fince  for-^ 
gotten  with  the  hiftory  of  witches  and  apparitions,  were  there  not  old 
women  to  repeat  them,  and  children  to  read  them/ 

The  account  which  Kolben  and  fome  other  authors  have 
given  us  of  the  marriage  ceremonies  of  the  Hottentots,  is,  ac-» 
cording  to  M.  le  Vaillant,  equally  falfe  and  ridiculous : 

*  It  would  appear/  continues  he  (tbh  txtraB  is  alfefrom  R*bin~ 
fan's  tranJlation)y  €  that  fome  people  take  a  delight  in  decrying  un* 
£rvilifed  nations  all  over  the  globe,  who  are  known  to  be  the  n^oft 
peaceable  and  the;  molt  patient ;  whilft  filled  with  efteem  and  refpett 
for  the  eaftern  nations,  the  Chinefe  for  example,  they  pafs  flightly 
over  a  cuftom  prevalent  among  mothers  at  Pekin,  of  exposing  in  the 
Iheets,  during  night,  all  the  children  which  they  wifh  to  get  rid  of, 
that  at  break  of  day  the  carriages  and  cattle,  as  they  pafs,  may 
crulh  them  to  death,  or  that  they  may  be  devoured  by  the  hogs. 
Certain  travellers,  who  have  vifited  Afia^  inform  us  that  the  great 
lords  in  Thibet  go  on  a  pilgrimage  to  Putola,  the  refidence  of  the 
Grand  Lama,  to  procure  fome  of  the  excrements  of  this  foVereign 
high  prieft ;  and  that  they  carry  it  about  their  necks  in  amulets,  or 
iprinkk  it  like  pepper  over  their  food.  Has  this  filthy  ceremony 
any  thing  more  difgufting  in  it  than  that  falfely  afcribed  to  the 
Hottentots  in  the  celebration  of  their  marriages  ?  Matters  of  cere- 
mony>  which  they  have  not — or  rather  priefts,  with  whom  they  are 
.  ftill  lei's  acquainted*  are  fuppofed  to  have  the  Aipernatural  power  of 
^drenching*  from  the  urinary  paflage,  the  bride  and  the  bridegroom, 
.who,  proHrated  at  the  feet  of  the  perfon  who  befprinkles  them,  de- 
voutly receive  the  liquor,  and  carefully  rub  it  over  their  bodies,  with- 
out lonng  a  fingle  drop,  The  author  whom  I  have  already  quoted,  is 
ftrongly  inclined  to  believe  all  thefe  rhapfodies  on  the  fimple  rela- 
tion of- the  planters,  when  he  fays  that  thefe  marriage  rites  are  not 
destitute  of  foundation ;  but  that  this  cuftom  is  no  longer  pra&ifed, 
except  in  the  interior  part  of  the  kraals,  and  never  in  the  prefence 
of  the  planters. 

<  Kolben  has  fpoken  of  this  ceremony  in  the  minuteft  manner ; 
•and  he  has  even  exppfed  it  to  the  eyes  of  his  readers  in  an  engrav- 
ing, in  order  to  give  it  a  kind  of  authenticity.  Other  ignorant 
Writers  have  copied  Kolben,  and  even  the  author  of  the  French  trans- 
lation of  Dr.  Sparmann ;  to  which  he  has  been  pleafed  to  add,  in 
order  to  complete  the  laft  volume,  I  know  not  what  extract  from  A 
.new  Syfiem  of  Geagrapby*  I  indeed  never  read  any  voyage  to  Africa 
.  in  which  the  abfurd  reveries  of  Kolben  have  not  been  adopted;  This 
plagiarifm,  which  difgraces  the  work  of  a  refpeclable  writer,  deferves 
-no  credit.  The  dreams  of  the  fedentary  traveller  who  wrote  above 
eighty  years  ago,  are  there  related  word  for  word,  ndtonly  refpe&ing 
the  marriage  ceremony,  of  the  Hottentots,  but  alfc  concerning  their 
.reception  into  an  order  of  chivalry  *  which  terminates  likewife^by  a 

general 
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Vaiflant'x  Travels*    ,  ^         %e& 

general  Immerfion.  I  have  dwelt  too  lonfbn  thefe  details;  but  it 
is  my  duty  to  Wate  faithfully  What  I  few,  and  what  conclufioris  I 
have  thence  formed,*  < 

Though  thefe  Hottentots  have  prodigious  numbers  of  fteep 
and  oxen,  they  very  feldom  kill  any  of  the  latter,  unlefe  they 
have  met  with  fome  accident,  or  are  rendered  ufelefs  by  old  age. 
The  principal  purpofe,  therefore,  for  which  they  employ  thern 
is,  to  tranfport  burdens  from  one  place  to  another ;  and  tbofe 
fet  apart  for  this  fervice  muft  be  trained  early  to  it,  otherwife 
they  would  be  fo  untraftable  that  they  could  not  be  managed. 

«  While  the  animal  is  young  (this  extra&  is  from  Lane's  tranfU- 
tionji  they  pierce  the  griftle  that  feparates  the  noftrils,  through  which 
they  pafs  a  (lick  of  about  eight  or  ten  inches  in  length,  and  one  in 
diameter;  to  prevent  it  from  coming  out,  a  leather  ihrap  is  fattened 
to  each  end; .this  curb  continues  in  the  animal  as  long  as  he  lives.  s 

*  As  the  ox  acquires  ftrength,  they  begin  to  acculiom  him  to  the 
ufe  of  the,  girth,  to  which  his  future  burdens  are  to  be  fattened ;  this 
they  tighten  by  degrees ;  for  a  beaft  not  ufed  to  fuch  a  mode  of' 
treatment  would  be  extremely  incommoded,  if  not  killed  by  it.  After 
\t  has  learned  to  bear  the  tightnefs  of  the  girth,  they  begin  to  load -it 
with  fmall  burdens,  as  flcihs  or  mats ;  and*  by  inienfibly  increafing 
the  load,  accuftom  them  to  carry,  without  any  inconvenience,  five 
hundred-weight  or  more. 

*  The  manner  of  loading  the  ox  is  very  fimple:  a  man.  before 
hol4s(th©  ftrap  th^t  is  fattened  to  the  ttick  palled  through  his  ndf- 
trilsir  bis  bapK  is  covered  with  fkint,  to  prevent  his  receiving  any 
injury ;  as  t  thp  effect^  whiph  compofe  his  load  are  thrown-  over  his 
back»  two  Hottentots  (one  on  each  fide)  receive  them  by  paffing^  un- 
der the  "belly  and  round  the' burden  a  ftrong  girth,  fometimes  . 
twenty  yards  in  length ;  at  each  winding  of  this  bandage  the*  meh 
apply  th?i?  knees  or  feet  to  the  fide  of  the  beaft,  in  order  to  tighten  it.    * 

.  <  It  is  within  equal  degree  of  pity  and  aftoniihment  that  a*per- 
fon,  unacquainted  with  this  cuttom,  beholds  the  poor  animal  walk 
ftuiej4y  on>  though  compre^Ted  to  half  itsu&al  fize.  '  * 

'  The  Hottentots,  and  even  the  colonifts,  fometimes  ufe  them  in 
lieu  of  horfes;  the  motion  of  the  ox  is  eafy,  particularly  when  he 
trots ;  I  have  feen  fome  T>red  for  this  purpoie  that  would  travel  equal 
to  a  horfe.'  i  - 

The  Caffres,  another  tribe  of  Hottentots,  have  a  very  re- 
markable tafte  with  refpecT:  tq  the  horns  of  their;  cattle.  By  a 
certain  procefs  they  can  multiply  them  as  much  as  they  pleafe, 
^nd  make  them  bend  and  twill  into  a  thoufan4  different  forms. 
.Our  author  at  firft  confidered  tjiefe  cattle  as  a  variety  in  the  fpe- 
cies ;  but  he  was  foon  undeceived  by  the  Caffres,  who  offered 
,ta£Xjhibi$  their  fkill  in  his  preience,  and  to  fhew  him  the  me- 
thocbthcy  purfued  to  produce  this  Angularity.  It  is  as  follows : 
\;     lV*  Ki  'They 
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^6o       Statement  if  Dr.  White's  literary  Obligations,,  &V. 

*  'they  take  the  animal  (this  extrael  ye  give  from  Rsih^ms  trajta* 
thnj  at  a#  tender  an  age  as  poffibfej  and  when  the  horns  begin  to 
appear, 'they  make  a  fmall  vertical  incifion  in  them  with  a  faw,  or 
With  any  ^ther  inftrumetit  that  may  be  fafeftituted  for  it,  and  divide 
th*m  Ttito  two  jpara.  1  This  dtvifion  makes  the  horns,  yet  tender,  fe* 
parate  oYthemfetaea;  &  that  in  time  the  animal  has  four  very  diftin& 
•net.  If  they  wtib  to  have  fix,  or  even  more,  feveral  notches  made 
with  the  (aw  produce  as  auny  as  may.  be  required ;  but  if  they  are 
4e^rous  of  forcing  one  of  tbetc  divifions,  or  the  whole  horn  to  form* 
far  example,  a  complete  circle,  they  cut  away  from  the  point,  which 
muA  not  be  hurt,  a  imall  part  of  its  thicknew  ;  and  this  amputation, 
#ftea  renewed*  and  with  much  patience,  mikes  the  horn  bend  in  a 
xontmry  direction ;  and  the  point  meeting  the  root,  it  exhibits  the 
appearance  of  aperf&t  circle.  As  it  is  certain  that  incUton  always 
caufes  a  greater  or  lets  degree  of  bending,  it  may  be  readily  con* 
eeived  that  every  variation  that  caprice  can  imagine  may  be  produced 
by  this  fimple  method/ 

With  regard  to  the  merits  of  rhefe  two  translations,  We?  (hall 
leave  our  readers  to  judge  from  the  fpecimens  here  given.  We 
remark,  however,  in  the  translation  for  Lane,  the  word*  umnt 
^rfi/r*  are  tranflated  the  duck\  but  cannt  petiere,  in  Latin  anas 
fratenfis  Galluty  is  the  Frtnch  fitld  duck ;  a  bird  as  different 
from  the  common  duck,  as  the  common  duck  is  from  a  par* 
tridge.  Thoie  who  wifh  to  be  convinced  of  this  may  confute 
Bimns  Dictionary  of  Animals,  and  Briffitts  Ornithology^  Where 
*Hey  will  find  it  properly  defcribed.  Some  other  inaccuracies 
nay  alfo  be  pointed  out;  but,  as  they  refult  from  delicacy, 
it  would  be  invidious  to  dwell .  upon  them  in  a  female 
trapflator.  \ 


1  ■■■  ■       ...i  ii  ■  •  i       ■■        ■■      i i        ,  ,|  i  M     lhm 

AM*.  V,  A  Statement  of  Dr*  White9 s  literary  Obligations  fr  the 
late  Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  nadcock^  and  the  Rev.  Samuel  Parry  L%.J>. 
By  Jofeph  Wbhti  D.  D.  8vo.  2s.  6d.  Prince,  Oxfonf;  Ro- 
binforis,  London.     1790* 

np HIS  controverfy  has  been  fo  long  before  the  public  that, had 
•  *  it  been  on  any  other  fubje&,  they  muft  have  grown 
tired  of  k }  but  all  die  juftiee  that  can  now  be  done  to  one 
party  being  « thatfecond  life  in  others*  breath,9  jiot  only  Mr. 
Badcock's  friends,  but  the  world  at  ltfga*  fcel  themfclye^inte- 
refled  in  the  catrfe.       *  ;  .  'y  t 

In  this  pamphlet  Dr.  White  has  made,  we  doubt  not,  a  true 

ftatement  of  the  affiftance  he  received  from  Mr.  Badcoek  and! 

Dr.  Parr.    Though  this  is  not  inconfidcrable,  yet  when  we  re- 

8  W  tea 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


Statement  of  Dr.  White's  Uterary  OUigations>  Uc.       26% 

•e&  on  the  greatnefs  of  th$  work,  and  well-known  indolence 
of  the  Profeflbr,  we  are  only  furprifed  it  ifoas  to  littler 

As  tathe  pecuniary  tranfadioos,  doubts  will  ftill  remain^  with  . 
tfiofe  who  are  not  fattsfied  with  the  Profeflbr's  moral  cfiara&er,, 
On  the  one  fide  his  indolence  in  putting  offan  evil  day  on  any 
terms  ;  and  the  largenefe  of  the  fum  compared  with  th^  fervfees 
received,  as  well  as  the  mediocrity  of  the  donor's  circumftahces? 
will  appear  ftrong  prefumptive  evidence  that  a  prooiiflbry  note  of 
500/.  could  only  be  given  conditionally,  and  that  its  demand 
could  alone  depend  on  Mr.  Badcock*9  wants,  or  Dr.  What's 
capacity  to  anfwer  it.  On  the  other  hand,  it  appears,  by  die 
Profeflbr's  letters,  that  he  offered  Mr.  Badcock  a  draft  of  50/. 
whenever  the  le&ures  fhould  be  finifbed,  and  whatever  mould 
be  produced  by  the  fale  j  and  it  is  well  known  the  Ede  greatly 
exceeded  the  expedations  of  even  the  writers  themfelves.  But,  in 
matters  of  this  delicate  nature,  we  wifh  rather  to  refer  our 
readers  to  the  original  work  than  attempt  an  abflraft 

And  here  they  will  find  other  things  to  attrait  their  notice. 
Th$,*aknts  of  Mr- Badcock  were  never  fufpedied,  particularly 
sfcr  taite  and  brilliancy  of  compofition.  In  his  letters?  we  dif- 
C9ver  -tr^ts  of  chara&er  jmuch  more  amjahle,  if  left  ftf Sking. 
lit  tbefe  he  appears  affectionate1  as  a  fon  and  brother,  generous 
an4  imfufpe&ing  as  a  friend,  and  fincere  in  his  profeffiohs  as  ^n 
prtjiodQx  Chriftian.  - 

Jn  writing  of  his  mother,  he  fays,  *  She  is  now  in  the  worft- 
f'ftage  of  a diforder  [the  cancer]  that  may  be  confldrred  as  the 
1  m'oft  melancholy  viiitation  with  which  Providence  can  afBlft  a 

*  bnman  being.     She  is  fo  thoroughly  weakened  and  emaciated, 

*  that  me  cannot  raife  herfelf  in  her  bed  without  aflifrance. 
c  Her  fituatio^  (to  which  I  am  a  conftant  fpe&ator)  hath  fpread 
c  a  gloom  over  my  mind  that  hath  taken  from  me  much  c3f  the 

*  comfort  of  life,  and  greatly  retarded  my  literary  purfuits, 
*TJut  I  muft  endeavour  to  control  myfelf— Providence  cannot, 
€  muft  not,  be  controlled.  I  endeavour  to  fubmit  to  its  awful 
'decree's  j  and  I  hope  to  fecure  my  peace  in  my  refignation.  In 

*  taking  orders  I  followed  folely  the  dictates  of  confeience,  and 

*  at  prefent  am  only  to  look  for  its  rewards  in  the  approbation 

*  of  my  own  mind.  I  fee  no  obje&  of  preferment  before  me ; 
c  and  if  any  thing- of  that  fort  mould  be  offered  to  me,  I  know 

*  not  whether  it  will  be  more  acceptable  or  unejcpe&eaV 

-In  reflecting  on  fuch  talents  and  fuch  a  heart,  it  cannot  but 
giVe  pzin  to  every  feeling  mind  to  read  alfo  the  fufferings  that 
feem,  in  fome  meafure,  the  attendants  <of  Superior  inte5e&— 
frequent  pains  of  the  head— a  kind  of  apathy  to  all  the  pleafures 
pf  the  worH«-»-poverty— and  early  death  !-^Caa  we,  after  thi^ 
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gTfe~  r       Poetry  of  Nature* 

envy  the  wit,  eloquence,  tafte,  and  dole  argumentative  ftyfcf 
that  dtfHn|uifhed  this  elegant  writer  ? 

As  to  rrofeffor  White,  the  literary  world  will  ftill  rejoice 
that  his  talents  have  been  fo  juftly  rewarded.  Thefe  have  never 
been  ftrfpe&ed;  and  the  Bampton  ledures  (hew,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  the  affiftance  he  received,  that  he  is  capable  of  more  ex- 
ertion than  his  friends  fufpe&ed.  He  has  it  ftill  in  his  power 
'to  convince  the  world  how  much  he  can  do.  The  translation 
of  Abdallotif,  whenever  it  appears,  will  be'afcribed  to  himfelf, 
without  any  fufpicion ;  and  we  doubt  not  but  its  execution  will 
recover  whatever  reputation  he  may  feem  to  have  loft  by  thefe 
late  occurrences. 


Ar%.  VI.  Poetry  of  Nature  \  comprifmg  a  Seleclion  of  the  mojl 
beautiful  Apoftrophes^  HiJloriesy  Songsy  Elegies^  l$c .  from  the 
JVorks  of  the  Caledonian  Bards.  The  Typographical  Execution  in 
a  Style  entirely  new>  and  decorated  with  the  fuperfy  Ornaments  of 
the  celebrated  CaJJon.  Foolfcap  4to.  10s.  M.  No  Bookfcller^ 
Name.     1790.-    v 


T 


UK  editor  of  this  compilation  informs  her  benevolent  pa- 
trons *  that  the  expence  attending  its  introdi{clion  to  the 
i  world  is  too  great  to  admit  its  ever*  being  fold  in  the  ufual 
c  courfe  of  trade.*  She,  however,  informs  us  where  fubferibers 
or  their  friends  may  be  fupplied  with  copies  *. 

As  we  are~ftrangers  to  the  merits  of  Mifs  Potter,  or  her 
talents  at  feledlion,  we  have  taken  pains  to  read  more  of  the 
pieces  than  we  generally  think  ourfelves  obliged  to  do  of  Beau** 
tie*)  Collections^  ExtratlSy  &c.  Thofe  who  are  fond  of  this  kind 
of  unmeafured  poetry,  and  of  the  ftrong  and  forcible  defcrip.- 
tions  of  the  early  poets,  will  have  no  occafion  to  difapprove  die 
editor's  choice.  But  whtt  is  it  that  entitles  this  lady  to  fijeh 
frequent  calls  on  the  benevolence  of  her  patrons^  if  this  be  really 
the  perfon  who  fome  years  ago  introduced  herfelf  as  the  pubr 
lifher  of  her  father's  medical  performances,  after  that  as  the  edi- 
tor of  a  novel,  and  now  as  a  fele£tor  ? 

In  this  laft  character,  Mifs  Potter  tells  us,  l  the  prime  indent. 
*  is.  to  introduce  t?  the  world  a  fpecies  of  typographical  ele- 


*  Mifs,  Potter,   No.  14,   Little  Titchfield-Street,    Cavepdiflf- 
^Square.  •  .     ; 

3  c  gance 
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Th€  Voyage  of  Governor  Phillip  to  Botany  Say.         a$3 

c  gtnce  Tcxy  litde  (if  at  all)  known.'  Is  tbis.nK»nt  as  a  protec- 
tion die  lady  would  wifll  to  fhew  Mr.  Caflon  i  If  fo,  Mr.  Cafloipi 
&ould  acknowledge  bis  obligations  to  the  pyUic  hirnfelf ;  if 
other  wife,  he  is  certainly  much  mifreprefentsd  >  and  the  puffing 
title  of  the  celebrated  Caflon,  in  the  title-page,  ill  accojrds  witty 
the  rank  that  gentleman  has  hitherto  held  in  his  ufeful  manur 
fa&ory. 

The  type  itfelf,  faid  to  be  hitherto  unknown,  is  only  that 
fpecie$  of  letter-prefc  in  imitation  of  writing,  .which  is  fo  often 
adopted  at  elections,  canvafles  of  different  kinds,  and  iivcifcul^r 
letters  of  trade/men.  The  ornaments  area  degree  abqve  thofe 
of  the  common  vignette  enrichments  of  the  printers,  Jut,  for 
our  parts,  we  flioujd  have  preferred  corre&nefs,  which  is  much 
wanting,  to  either  $  afld,  grown  old  as  our  eyes  are  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  public,  we  fhould  be  much  better  pleafed  if  manu- 
fcripts  were  an  imitation  of  letter- prefs,  than  letter-prefs  of 
manufcripts. 


Art.  VII.  The  Voyage  of  Governor  Phillip  to  Botany  Bay;  with 
an  Account  of  the  EJlablijhmtnt  of  the  Colonies  of  Port  Jackjhn  and 
Norfolk  Ijland,  compiled  from  authentic  Papers  which  have  been 
obtained  from  the  fever al4 Departments  \  to  which  are  addedy  Jk* 
.Journals  of  Lieutenants  Shortland,  Watts^  BaU,  and  Captain 
Marftudl^  with  an  Account  of  their  new  Dtfcoveries.  Infcribcdx 
by  PermiJJwiy  to  the  Marquis  of  Soli/bury.  JStrtbelli/hed  with 
Copperplates.  Third  Edition.  8vo^  fcs.  boards.  Stockdale, 
London,  1790,  * 


I 


T  is  now  fo  confiderable  a  time  fmce  England  made  any 
attempts  towards  colonifation,  that  we  cannot  but  be  anxious^ 
to  know  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  an  enterprife.  When  we  confer 
aMb  the  immenfe  diftance  of  the  prefent  fettlement,  the  chtra&ep 
of  die  colonifts,  and  magnitude/of  the  undertaking,  viewed  in 
a  moral  or  political  view,  we  muft  feel  a  curiofity  proportioned 
to  the  importance  of  the  fubjeft, 

The  prefent  volume  is  introduced  with  a  fl*ort  biographical 
fketch  of  Captain  Phillip,  the  cqndu&or  of  the  proje&ed  fettle- 
ment. By  this  we  learn  that  he  was  bqrn  in  Bread-Street,  in 
the  city  ot  London ;  that  his^  rank  in  the  navy  is  that  of  poft- 
capt^injjgnd  his  age,  about  "fifty.  His  general  chara&er  and 
temper  will  be  beft  difcovered  by  his  conduit  in  one  of  the 
moft  critical  and  trying  {ftaations-amsw  coqld  welj  be  plated 

•    .  R  4  About 
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*6t        ***  Voy*sn>fGev*rnor  PbilUp  to  B*my  2ty; 

About  the  i6ch  of  March,  1787,  the  fleet  deftined  ferBo^ 
tany  Bay  aifembkd  at  die  Ifle  of  Wight,  confining  of  fix  tranf. 
potts,  jurying  in  aH  fix  hundred  male  and  two  hundred  and  fifty 
feniate  cohviefcs,  With  a  detachment  of  marines  on  board  each  j 
three  ftoreQiips,  and  his  majefty's  (hip  the  Sirius,  with  the  Sup-* 
ply,  an  arrfted  tender.     The  neceflary  interval  attending  fo  large 
an  equipment  was  well  employed  in  imprefling  the  convi&s  with 
a  proper  fenfe  of  their  fituation,  and  forming Tuch  arrangements 
as  might  prevent  any  attempt  at  efcape  or  mutiny.    The  go* 
yernor  hoifted  his  flag  on  board  the  Sirius,  as  commodore  of  the 
fquadron ;  and  the  embarkation  being  complete  at  daybreak  of 
the  13th  of  May,  he  gave  the  fignal  to  weigh  anchor.     On  the 
3d  of  June  they  arrived  at  the  lfle  of  Teneriffe  (one  of  the  Ca- 
tteries), where  the  commander  landed  hll  men,  that  they  might 
be  properly  refrefhed,  and  took  in  the  provifions  neceflary  for 
the  voyage.    It  is  but  juftice  to  admit  that  every  attention  was 
paid,  in  this  and  every  other  part  of  the  voyage,  to  the  health  of 
the  crews ;  and  in  many  refpefts  the  confequences  were  fuch  as 
might  be  expected.     But  that  the  mortality  was  greater  than  in 
the  long  voyages  performed  by  Captain  Cook,  the  editor  wiihes 
to  impute  to  the  neceflary  confinement  of  one  part  of  the  crew, 
and  the  difeafes  fome  of  them  might  have  brought  from  different 
prifons.    How  .ready  foever  we  may  be  to  admit  this,  we  can* 
not  help  obferving  that,  according  to  the  ftatement  before  us, 
theie  appears  to  have  been  only  one  furgeon,  with  two  affirtapts, 
to  take  the  charge  of  eleven  veflels.    If  medical  affiftance  js 
conceived  at  all  neceflary,  it  is  not  an  article  in  which  economy 
ftould  bt  too  clofely  attended  to ;  if  otherwifej  the  expence  of 
fending  Mr.  White  and  his  affiftants  fhould  have  been  fpared  in 
fo  heavy  an  undertaking. 

The  grinds  pot  proving  favourable  for  making  th^pori  of  St. 
Praya,  the  goyernor  determined  on  landing  next  at  Rio  de  Ja- 
neiro, a  Portuguefe  fettlement  in  South  America.  Several  rca-r 
1  font  are  vrgpd  in  favour  of  touching  at  this  continent  in  the 
way  to  the  Cap.e  of  Good  Hope ;  the  propriety  of  which  we 
{hall  leave  to  be  fettled  by  nautical  o^fej-vprs.  We  muft  not, 
however,  omit  the  reception  our  new  governor  met  with  at  tfijs 

place;  and  we  heartily  wifh  the  editor  of  the  work  had  as  juft 
■  an  apology  for  his  other  numerous  djgreffions ; 

4  Don  Lewis  de  Varconcellos,  the  reigning  Viceroy,  belongs  :to 
one  of  the  riobleft  families  in  Portugal ;  is  brother  to  the  Marquis 

v  of  Caftello  Methor,  and  to  the  Count  of  Pombeiro,  Governor  PW- 
lip,  who  farted  for  fome  years  as  a  Captain  in  the  Portuguefe  navy, 
and  is  defervedly  much  honoured  by  that  nation,  was  not  petfonally 
unknown  to  the  viceroy,  though  known  in  a  way  which*  111  a.kft 

&  Jstaral  »iftd,  might  have  produce^  ypy  different  difpofitiohs.   TO&* 
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fc*4  been  (me  difference  between  them,  on  a  public  account,  in  thi* 
port,  whtn  Governor  Philip  commanded  ^hc  Europe :  each  party  had 
aded  merely  for  the  honour  of  the  nation  to  which  he  belonged*  a&4 
the  viceroy,  with  the  true  fpirit  of  a  man  of  honour,  far  from  re* 
fenting  a  conduct  fo  firajjar  to  his  own,  feemed  now  to  make  itiit 
objed  to  obliterate  every'  recollection  of  offence.  As  foon  as  he  waa 
fully  informed  of  the  nature  of  Governor  Phillip's  commiffion,  he 
gaxre  it  out  in  orders  to  the  garrifon  that  the  fame  honours  mould  be 
paid  to  that  officer  as  to  himfelf.  This  diftinclion  the  governor  mo- 
deftly  wifhed  to  decline,  but  was  not  permitted.  His  officers  were  all 
introduced  to  the  viceroy,  and  were,  as  well  as  himfelf,  received  wir& 
every  poffible  mark  of  attention  to  them,  and  regard  for  their  cburv 
try.  They  were  allowed  to  vifit  all  parts  of  the  city,  and  even  to 
make  excursions  as  far  as  five  miles  into  the  country,  entirely  unat- 
tended: an  indulgence  very  unufual  to  ftrangers,  and,  confident!* 
what  we  read  of  the  jealoufy  of  the  Portuguese  government  refoeft* 
ing  its  diamond  mines,  the  more  extraordinary. 

*  It  was  near  a  month  before  Governor  Phillip  could  furnifh  Ma 
ihips  with  every  thing  which  it  was  neceflary  they  ftiould  now  pro* 
tmre.  At  length,  on  the  4th  of  September  he  weighed  anchor,  and* 
ias  he  patted  the  fort,  received  from  the  viceroy  the  lafl  compliment 
it  was  in  his  power  to  pay,  being  faluted  with  twenty-one  guns*  The 
lidute  was  returned  by  an  equal  number  from  the  Sirius ;  and  thus 
ended  ian  intercourfe  honourable  to  both  nations*  and  particular!/ 
to  tie  principal  officer  employed  in  the  fcrvice  Of  each.* 

After  this  the  fleet  proceeded  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
where  the  nece/Tary  fupply  of  live  animals .  nyas  taken  in,>  and 
from  thence>  without  any  occurrence  of  confequence,  arrived  at 
Botany  Bay.  Not  only  the  harbour,  but  the  .neighbouring  coun- 
try, was  found  extremely  unfit  for  the  intended  fetttenient.  The 
govemor  therefore  failed,  with  a  fmall  party,  to  explore  Port 
Jackfon  [a  place  mentioned  by  Captain  Cook),  at  a  few  leagues 
diftance.  The  harbour  was  here  found  fufficient  for  a  tboufand  fail 
of  the  line  to  ride  with  perfect  fecurity 5  and  a  cove,  called  Sydney 
Covevbefides  the  advantage  of  water,  was  fo  conveniently 
formed,  that  fhips  of  any  burden  might  eafily  unload.  The  in- 
tercourfe with  the  natives  was  interefting  and  friendly,  and  fu*h 
as  does  honour  to  the  humanity  and  addrefs  of  the  governor, 
Alt  thefe  favourable  circumftances  determined  him  to  fix  on 
Port  Jackfon  as  the  feat  of  the  new  eftablifhment,  and  Botany 
Bay  was  in  confequence  evacuated.  No  fooner  was  the  de- 
barkation completed  at  Sydney  Cove,  than  the  important  bufi- 
nefs  of  clearing  the  neighbouring  land  was  begun  with  every 
poffible  exertion.  The  difficulties  attending  it  were  various ; 
and,  among  other?,  the  habitual  indolence  of  the  convicts  not 
the  leaft,  while  the  fcurvy  and  dyfentery  kept  the  hofpital  tent$ 
perpetually  full.  But  neither  thek  incpnveniencies,  nor  a  ftowi 
pf  thupder  and  rail),  which  could  not  but  materially  injure  their 

temporary 

Digitized  by  VjOQQ IC 


*66         The  Voyage  of  Oovermr  PbiBp  to  Botaey  Bay* 

temporary  ere£Hon$,  difcooraged  the  new  cdonifts  from  perie* 
yering  in  their  "encampments :  fo  that,  in  a  few  weeks  after  the 
firft  landing,  c  the  work  of  public  ftorehoufes  was  undertaken, 
c  and  unremitting  diligence  began,  though  very  gradually,  to 
*  triumph  over  the  obftacles  which  the  .nature  of  the  place  pre- 
«  fented.' 

At  length  the  hurry  of  the  firft  preparations  gave  way  to  more 
tranquil,  but  not  lefs  neceflary  bufinefs,  and  the  7th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1788,  was  fixed  for  the  day  on  which  a  regular  focm  of 
government  was  to  be  eftablifhed  in  South  Wales : 

•  For  obvious  reafons,  all  poffible  Solemnity  was  given  to  the  pro* 
ceedings  neceflary  on  this  occafion.  On  a  fpace  previously  cleared* 
the  whole  colony  was  aflembled  ;  the  military  drawn  up,  and  under 
arms ;  the  convicts  Rationed  apart  j  and  near  the  perfon  of  the  go- 
vernor, thofe  who  were  to  hold  the  principal  offices  under  him.  1  he 
joyal  commiiBon  was  then  read  by  Mr.  D.  Collins,  the  Judge  Ad- 
vocate. By  this  inftrument  Arthur  Phillip  was  confUtuted  and  ap- 
j>ointed  Captain  General-and  Governor  in  Chief  in  and  over  the  ter- 
ritory called  New  South  Wales.  The  a£t  of  parliament  eftablifliing 
the  courts  of  judicature  was  next  read;  and  laftly,  the  patents  §m- 
4cj  the  great  feal,  empowering  the  proper  perfons  to  convene  and 
kold  thole  courts  whenever  the  exigency  would  require.  The  office 
of  Lieutenant  Governor  was  conferred  on  Major  Jtofs,  of  the  marine?. 
A  triple  dflcharge  of  mufqueuy  concluded  this  part  of  the  ceremony; 
jrfter  which  Governor  Phillip  advanced,  and  addrefling  firft  the  pri- 
vate foldiers,  thanked  them  for  their  fteady  good  conduct  on  every 
occafion ;  an  honour  which  was  repeated  to  them  in  the  next  general 
orders.  He  then  turned  to  the  convicts,  and  diftin&ly  explained  to 
them  the  nature  of  their  prefent  fituation.  The  greater  part,  he 
bade  them  recoiled*,  had  already  forfeited  their  lives  to  the  juftice 
of  their  country  j  yet,  by  the  lenity  of  its  laws,  they  were  now  fo 
placed,  that,  by  induftry  and  good  behaviour,  they  might  in  time 
regain'  the  advantages  and  efUmation  in  fociety  of  which  they  had 
deprived  themfelves.  They  not  only  had  every  encouragement  to 
snake  that  effort,  but  were  removed  almoft  entirely  from  every  tempt- 
ation to  guilt.  There  was  little  in  this  infant  community  which  one 
man  could  plunder  from  another ;  and  any  di (hone ft  attempts  in  fo 
fmall  a  fociety  would  almoft  infallibly  be  discovered.  To  perfons  de- 
tected in  fuch  crimes,  he  could  not  promife  any  mercy;  nor  indeed  to 
any  who,  under  their  circumftances,  mould  prefume  to  offend  agai  nil 
the  peace  and  good  order  af .  the  fettlement.  What  mercy  could  do 
for  them  they  had  already  experienced :  nor  could  any  good  be  now 
expected  from  thofe  whom  neither  pad  warnings,  nor  the  peculiari- 
ties of  their  prefent  fituation,  could  preferve  from  guilt.  Againft 
offenders,  therefore,  the  rigour  of  the  law  would  certainly  be  put  in 
force;  while  they  whofe  behaviour  fhould  in  any  degree  promife  re- 
'formation,  might  always  depend  upon  encouragement  fully  propor- 
tioned to  their  deftrts.  He  particularly  noticed  the  illegal  intercourse 
between  the  {exes  as  an  offence  which  encouraged  a  general  profligacy 

of 
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tf  inkfraers,  and  was  in  feyeral  ways  injurious  to  fociety.  To  prevent 
this,  lie  ftrbijgly  recommended  marriage,  and  promifed  every  kind 
of  countenance  arid  affi fiance  to  thofe  who,  by  entering  intb,that  ftate, 
fhould  manifeft  their  willineriefs  to  conform  to  the  laws  of  morality 
and  religibn.  Governor  Phillip  concluded,  his  addrefs  by  declaring 
his  earrieil  defire  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  all  who  were  under  his 
government,  and  to  render  the  fettlement  of  New  South  Wales  ad- 
vantageous and  honourable  to  his  country. 

*  This  fpeech,  which  was  received  with  univerfal  acclamations, 
terminated  the  ceremonial  peculiar  to  the  day.  Nor  was  it  altogether 
without  its  proper  effect;  for  we  are  informed  that,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  enfuing  week,  fourteen  marriages  took  place  among  the  con-* 
vicls.  The  affembly  was  now  difperled,  and  the  governor  proceeded 
to  review  the  troops  on  the  ground  cleared  for  a  parade;  after  which, 
he  gave  a  "dinner  to  the  officers  5  and  the  firft  evening  of  his  governr 
jnent  was  cbncluded  propitioufly,  in  good  order  and  innocent  feiti^ 
vity,  amidfl  the  repetition  of  wifhes  for  its  profperity. 

*  A  riling  government  could  not  eafily  be  committed  to  better 
•  hands.     Governor  Phillip  appears  to  have  every  requifitc  10  cnfore 

the  fuccefs  of  the  undertaking  intrufted  to  him,  as  far  as  the  qualities 
of  one  man  can  enfure  it.    Intelligent,  active,  perfevering,  with  firm- 
nefs  to  make  his  authority  refpecled,  and  mildnefs  to  render  it  pleaf- 
Ing,  he  was  determined,  if  poflible,  to  bring  even  the  native  inhabi- 
tants 6f  New  South  Wales  into  a  voluntary  fubje&ion ;  or  at  leafl  to 
eftablilh  with  them  a  ftrift  amity  and  alliance.    Induced  a]fc  by  mo- 
tives of  humanity,  it  was  his  determination,  from  his  firft  landing,  ta 
treat  them  with  the  utmofl  kindnefs ;  and  he  was  firmly  refolved  that,   J 
whatever  differences  might  arife,  nothing  lefs  than  the  mofl  abfolute 
neceffity  fhould  ever  compel  him  to  fire  upon  them.     In  this  refolu^ 
tion,  *by  good  fortune,  and  by  his  own  great  addrefs,  he  has  happif/ 
been  enabled  to  perfevere.     But,  notwith Handing  this,  his  intentions 
of  eftablifhing  a  friendly  intercourfe  have  hitherto  been  fruilraied. 
M.  de  la  Peyroufe,  while  he  remained  in  Botany  Bay,  had  fome  quar- 
rel with  the  inhabitants,  which  unfortunately  obliged  him  to  ufe  his  . 
fire-arms  againft  them :  this  affair,  joined  to  the  ill  behaviour  of  fome 
of  the  convicts,  who,  in  fpite  of  all  prohibitions,  and  at  the  rifque 
of  all  confequences,  have  wandered  out  among  them,  has  produced 
"a  (by nefs  on  their  parts  which  it  has  not  yet  been  poflible  to  remove, 
though  the'propereft  means  have  been  taken  to  regain  their  confi- 
dence.    Their  diflike  to  the  Europeans  is  probably  increafed  by  dis- 
covering that  they  intend  to  remain  among  them,  and  that  they  inter- 
fere with  them  4n  fome  of  their  beft  fifturig-places,  which  doubtlefs 
are,  in  their  circumftances,  objects  of  very  great  importance.  Some 
of  the  convicts  who  have  draggled  into  the  woods  have  been  killed, 
and  Others  dangeroufly  wounded,  by  the  natives ;  but  there  is  great 
reafpn  to  fuppofe  that,  in  thefe  cafes,  the  convicts  have  ufually  been 
the  aggreflbrs. 

«  As  the  month  of  February  advanced  heavy  rains  began  to  fall, 
which' pointed  out  the  neceffity  of  procuring  fhelter  for  the  people 
3s  fdon  as  poflible.  To  have  expedited  this  work  in  the  degree  which 
was  defirable,  a  great  number  of  artificers  would  have  been  required. 

But 
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But  this  advantage  could  not  be  had.  Only  fixteen  carpenters  coaU 
be  irired  from  all  the  flups ;  among  the  convi&s  no  more  than  twelve 
Were  of  this  profeflion,  and  of  them  feveral  were  fick.  Thefc  therefore 
together  formed  but  a  finall  party,  in  proportion  to  the  work  which 
was  to  be  done.  One  hundred  convi&s  were  added  as  labourers ;  but 
with  every  effort  it  was  found  impoffible  to  complete  either  the  bar-  ' 
racks  for  the  men,  or  the  huts  for  the  officers,  fo  foon  as  was  defired. 
As  late  as  the  middle  of  May  thefe  were  vet  unfiniJhed,  as  well  as  the 
hofpital,  and  the  ftorehoufe  for  thofe  provifions  which  were  not  landed 
at  firft.  The  governor  himfelf  at  that  time  was  ftill  lodged  in  his 
temporary  home  of  canvas,  which  was  not  perfedly  impervious  either 
to  wind  or  weather.  • 

*  On  the  14th  of  February,  1 788,  a  party  was  fent  out  in  the  Sup- 
ply to  fettle  on  a  fmall  ifland  to  the  north- weft  of  New  Zealand,  in 
latitude  %(f  fouth,  and  longitude  1680  10',  eaft  from  London,  which 
was  difcovered  and  much  commended  by  Captain  Cook,  and  by  him 
tiamed  Norfolk  Ifland,  in  hononr  of  the  noble  family  to  whkh  that 
tide  belongs.  To  the  office  of  fuperintendant  and  commandant  of 
this  ifland,  and  the  fettlement  to  be  made  upon  it,  Governor  Phillip 
appointed  Philip  Gidley  King,  fecond  lieutenant  of  his  majefry's  fhip 
Sirius,  an  officer  much  efteemed  by  him  as  of  great  merit  in  his  pro- 
'feffion,  and  highly  fpoken  of  in  hi*  letters  as  a  man  whofe  persever- 
ance in  that  or  any  other  fervice  might  fully  be  depended  on.  As  it 
was  known  that  there  were  no  inhabitants  on  Norfolk  Ifland,  there 
was  fent  with  Lieutenant  King  only  a  fmall  detachment,  confifting  of 
one  fubaltern  officer,  and  fix  marines,  a  very  promifing  young  man 
who  was  a  midflupman,  a  furgeon,  two  men  who  underftood  the  cul- 
tivation and  dreffing  of  flax,  with  nine  men  and  Ax  women  convi&s. 
Tfhat  the  nature  of  this  fettlement  may  be  fully  underftood,  a  copy 
,  of  the  inftruftions  delivered  to  Mr.  King  at  his  departure  is  fubjoined 
to  this  chapter.9 

We  have  afterwards  a  very  flattering  account  of  Norfolk 
Ifland,  and  the  probable  advantages  likely  to  arifc  from  the  feu 
tlement  there,  particularly  m  the  article  of  flax. 

We  are  forry  the  limits  of  our  work  will  not  admit  our  beuifij-' 
more  particular  in  the  accounts  given  of  the  natives.  This  mutt 
be  proportionably  more  interefting  as  the  refidence  of  Captain 
Phillip  has  enabled  him  to  enlarge  his  obfer  vat  ions.-  In  gene- 
ral, we  may  obferve  that  they  are  entirely  without  clothfrg; 
that  their  chief  food  is  fifh,  with  a  very  few  herbs,,  which  they 
broil,  or  rather  Sightly  fcorch ;  that  their  difpofitions  are  not 
ranguinary,  when  unprovoked;  that  their  dwellings  are  only 
temporary  huts,  from  which  they  remgve  according  as  fea/on  or 
other  circumftances  tempt  them.  They  manufa&ure  a  kvrid  of 
net  for  the  purpofe  of  fitting,  which  appears  to  be-  made  of  the 
flax  plant.  Their  canoes  are  well  conftru&cd,  which,  with 
their  other  implements,  are  exa£Uy  defcribed  by  CaptainjCoDk.  • 
'They  burn  and  afterwards  bury  their  dead.  .  /• 
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JJlD  the  induftry  and  attention  of  Governor  Phillip  have:  bfc. 
therto  been  exerted  in  vain  towards  procuring  an  intercouife 
'with  them.     At  their  different  meetings  the  moft  friendly  ci- 
vilities have  pafTed  on  each  fide ;  but  the  natives  have  always 
been  the  firft  to  part.     Though  entirely  naked,  they  feem  very 
fufceptible  of  cold ;  and,  when  this  is  attended  with  rain,  appear 
Havering  and  diftrefTed.     It  is  therefore  propofed  to  accommo- 
date them  with  clothing,  which,  under  fuch  circumftances,  can* 
not  but  be  a  deiirable  prefent,  and  may  induce  diem  the  inoxe 
readily  to  mix  with  the  colonifts.     It  is  remarked  too,  that  their 
manner  of  kindling  fire  muft  probably  be  difficult  and  flow,  as 
they  are  never  feen  without  it,  even  in  their  canoes.     Might  it 
not  add  much  to  their  conveniences  if  they  were  taught  the  ufe 
of  the  tinder-box,  and  a  few  of  thefe  valuable  domettic  uteftfils 
diftributed  £mong  them  ?     This  might  be  a  means  of  reconcil- 
ing them  to  the  lofs  of  fome  of  their  fifliing- places,  and  im- 
prefs  them  with  a  fenfe  of  our  good  difpofition  towards  them. 

The  behaviour  of  the  convi&s  has  been,  on  the  whole,  more 
favourable  than  could  be  expelled;  a  few,  either  from  original 
difpofition  or  long  habits,  feem  unwilling  to  relinquish  their  far- 
mer profeffion;  and  fome  of  the  more  hardened  it  has  been  found 
neceffary  to  make  an  example  of.  ;      ,  * 

This  volume  contains  an  account  of  the  return  of  two  of  the 
(hips  by  the  way  of  the  Eaft-Indies.  We  fhall  not  d  Wfeft  on  the 
melancholy  fituation  of  the  crews  failing  in  almoft  unknown 
feas,  without  a  furgeon,  and  without  the  neceflary  Antidotes 
againft  the  fcurvy.  It  is  enough  to  fay,  in  general,  that  fuch 
was  the  ficknefs  and  mortality  among  them,  that,  after  finking 
one  veflel,  it  was  difficult  to  find  hands  fufficient  to  navigate 
the  other  into  the  harbour  of  Batavia,  which  probably  woeld 
not  have  been  accomplished  at  laft  but  for  the  affiflance  of  the 
Dutch. 

Two  other  veffels  left  Port  Jackfon  to  return  by  the  fottthcra 
paflage.  Nothing  particular;  occurred  to  thpfe  but  that  Lieu-* 
tenant  Watts,  in  the  Lady  Penrhyn  tranfport*  touchfed  at  Ota- 
hftte,  where  he  was  received  with  the  welcome  hofpitality  pe- 
culiar to  the  natives  pf  thofe  iflands*  But  the  moft  interring 
particular  is,  that,  at  their  firft  interview  with  Otoothey  were 
introduced  to  him  accompanied  by  a  man  who  carried  the  por- 
trait of  Captain  Cook,  as  frefh  as  when  painted  in  1777  ty 
Webber  j  Without  which  it  appears  the  chief  never  went  any 
whejfel  The  particulars  of  the  interefting  circumftanoe*  $h*t 
'  avte'  rife' to  this  incident  are  related  at  large  in  Captain,  CoOk^s 
oyagds*  *'•'.*  :'  '">  "  °» 

The  natural  produ&ions  of  South  Walesy  is  &r as  theft  kave 
hitherto  been  explored)  are  defcribed,  and  plates  given  of  the 

animals. 
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animab.'  Of  thefe  it  is  imoofEble  t9  give  any  3bftra$  &at 
would  be  interesting  to  many  of  our  readers.  On  the  whole, 
the  compiler  may  be  faid  to  have  made  the  moft  of  the  materials 
before  him ;  and  if  the  work  is  lefs  replete  with  matter  than  its 
bulk  feems  to  promife,  we  niuft  impute  it  to  the  unsettled  ftat£ 
of  things  \yhen  the  difpatches  were  fent  oflf^  and  the  little  no- 
velty that  could  be  expe&ed  from  the  account  of  a  country  that 
had  oeen  before  vifited  by  Captain  Cook, 
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Tyne :  printed  by  and  for  •  S.  Hodgfpn,  R.  Beilby,  and 
T.  JJewick;  and  fold  by  G.  G.  J.  and  J.  Robinfon,  and 
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NE  of  the  moft  exalted  pleafures  which  a  rational  mind  c$a 
enjoy  is  to  contemplate  the  works  of  the  creation,  and  to 
furyey,  with  a  philosophic  eye,  thofe  numberless  beings  with 
which  it  hath  pfeafed  the  Deity  to  people  the  eartb.  The  ftudy 
pf  natural  hiitory,  therefore,  which  tends  to  infpire  us  with  the 
jfublimeft:  ideas  of.  the  wifdom,  power,  and  goodnefs,  of  that  be* 
neficent  Being  has,  in  all  ages,  been  cultivated  by  the  wifeft 
and  the  moft  enlightened  of  mankind.  Ariftotle  and  Pliny, 
among  the  ancients,  beftowed  great  attention  on  this  ufeful 
branch  of  knowledge :  but  though  their  works  contain  fome 
valuable  and  interefting,  information,  they  are  interfperfed  with 
fo  many  fables,  ridiculous  tales,  and  popular  reports,  fupported 
by  no  evidence  or  authority,  as  muft  be  highly  difgufting  to 
every  reader  of  fenfe.  The  moderns,  however,  have  long  hnce 
^exploded  thefe  abftirdities,  and  by  more  accurate  researches,  and 
minuter  obfervation,  have  made  very  great  and  important  im- 
provements in  the  hiftory  of  animals.  Linnaeus,  Buffon,  and/ 
Pennant,  hav*,  in  this  refpe&,  been  of  very  great  fervice;  and 
it  appears  that  the  anonymous  author  of  the  volume  now  before 
ps  has  profited  confiderably  by  their  labours,  c  In  difpoling  the 
c  order  of  his  work  he  did  not  think  it^eceflary/  he  tells  us, 

*  to  confine  himfelf  ftri&ly  within  the  rules  prefcribed  by  fyfte- 
c  matic  writers  on  this  part  of  natural  hiftory,  as  it  was  not  fo> 
.*•  much  the  objee>of  his  plan  to  lay  down  a  methodical  arrange- 
^  ment  of  the  various  tribes  of  four-footed  animals,  as  to  give  a 

*  clear  and  concife  account  of  the  nature,  habits,  and  difpoution, 
?  of  e#ch,  accompanied  with  more  accurate  reprefentations  than 
c  have  hitherto  appeared  in  any  publication  of  this  kind:     His 

*  difregard  to  fyftem  has  not,  however*  prevented  him  from  at- 
*:iteniiflg  to  the  great  divUlon  of  quadrupeds,  fo  obvioufly 

*  marked 
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*  marked  out  by  the  hand  bf  Nature,  and  fo  clearly  dl&njmifhed, 
c  that  the  mod  carelefc  obferver  cannot  avoid  being  forcibly 

*  ftruck  with  an  agreement  of  parts  in  the  outward  appearance 

*  of  the  different  individuals  of  which  each  confifts.' 

In  his  account  of  the  animals  with  which  our  own  country  is 
abundantly  ftored,  the  author  has  endeavoured  to  be  very  par- 
ticular ;  and,  in  treating  of  them,  he  has  noticed  the  improve- 
ments which  an  enlarged  fyftem  of  agriculture,  fupported  by  a 
noble  fpirit  of  generous  emulation,  has  introduced  into  all  parts 
of  the  kingdom.  This  will  fully  appear  by  his  obfervations  on 
Che  different  breeds  of  fljeep,  and  particularly  of  the  Leicefter- 
fliire  breed,  a  ram  of  which,  mentioned  by  Mr.  Young  in  his 
Eaftern  Tour,  at  three  years  old  meafured  five  feet  ten  inches 
in  girt,  two  feet  five  inches  in  height,  bne  foot  eleven  inches 
and  an  half  over  his  fhoulders,  one  foot  ten  inches  and  an  half 
over  his  ribs,  and  one  foot  nine  inches  and  an  half  over  the 
hips.  This  breed  is  now  become  fo  eminent,  that  Mr.  Bake- 
well,  in  the  year  1788,  let  out  rams,  for  one  feafon  only,  far 
from  fifty  to  as  high  as  four  hundred  guineas  each. 

As  the  following  account  of  the  wild  cattle  of  this  country, 
a  fpecies  formerly  very  common,  but  now  almoft  extinct,  may 
be  new  to  many  of  our  readers,  we  fhall  extract  it  entire,  as  a 
Jpecimen  of  the  work : 

«  Numerous  herds  of  them  were  kept  in  feveral  parks  in  England 
and  Scotland,  but  have  been  deftroyed  by  various,  means;  and  the 
only  breed  now  remaining  in  the  kingdom  is  in  the  park  at  Chilling- 
liam-Caftle  in  Northumberland  #. 

,  «  The  principal  external  appearances  which  diftinguira  this  bree£ 
of  cattle  from  all  others  are  the  following :  Their  colour  is  invariably 
white ;  muzzles  black ;  the  whole  of  the  infide  of  the  ear,  apd  about 
one  third  of  the  outfide,  from  the  tip  downwards,  red  I  j  horns  white, 
whh  black  tips,  very  fine,  and  bent  upwards :  fome  or  the  bulls  have 
a  thin  upright  mane,  about  an  inch  and  an  half  or  two  inches 
long. 

•  At  the  firft  appearance  of  any  perfon,  they  fet  off  in  full  gallop, 
and*  at  the  diftance  of  two  or  three  hundred  yards,  make  a  wheel 
round,  and  come  boldly  up  again,  toffing  their  heads  in  a  menacing 


*  In  the  addenda  the  author  corrects  this  miftake,  and  tells  us 
that  they  are  very  numerous  at  Wollaton,  in  Nottinghamihire,  the 
feat  of  Lord  Middleton.  There  are  fome  of  them  alio*  he  fays,  at 
Gifbume  in  Craven,  York  (hi  re,  at  Lime-Hall  in  Cheshire,  and  ajt 
Chartley  in  Stafford  (hire,  the  feat  of  Earl  Fcxr&rs. 

X  About  twenty  years  fince  there  were  a  few  with  Had  tan ;  but 
the^prefent  park-keeper  deftroyed  them;  fince  which  period  there 
has  not  been  one  with  Mack  ears, 

*    .      manner; 
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manner;  on  a  fiidden  tliey  make  a  full  flop  at  the  difhmce  of  fortf 
or  fifty  yards,  looking  wildly  at  the  objed  of  their  furprife  ;  but 
upon  the  leait  motion  being  made,  they  all  again  turn  roond,  and 
6y  off  with  equal  fpeed,  but  not  to  the  fame  diflance,  forming  * 
fhorter  circle,  and  again  returning  with  a  bolder  and  more  threaten* 
ing  afped  than  before,  they  approach  much  nearer,  probably  withiit 
thirty  yards,  when  they  make  another  Hand,  and  again  fly  off:  this 
they  do  feveral  times,  fhortening  their  diflance,  and  advancing  nearer,, 
fill  they  come  within  ten  yards*  when  molt  people  think  it  prudent  to 
leave  them,  not  choofing  to  provoke  them  further ;  for  there  is  little 
doubt  but  in  two  or  three  turns  they  would  make  an  attack. 

*  The  mode  of  killing  them  was  perhaps  the  only  modern  remains 
ef  the  grandeur  of  ancient  hunting.  On  notice  being  given  that  a 
wild  bull  would  be  killed  on  a  certain  day,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
neighbourhood  came  mounted,  and  armed  with  guns,  &c.  fometimes 
to  the  amount  of  an  hundred  horfe,  and  four  or  five  hundred  foot, 
who  flood  upon  walls,  or  got  into  trees,  while  the  horfemen  rode  off 
die  bull  from  the  reft  of  the  herd,  'until  he  flood  at  bay,  when  a 
snarkfman  difmounted  and  fhot.  At  fome  of  thefe  huntings  twenty 
or  thirty  (hots  have  been  fired  before  he  was  fubdued.  On  fuch  oc- 
cafions  the  bleeding  vi&im  grew  defperately  furious,  from  the  (mart* 
Sng  of  his  wounds,  and  the  fhouts  of  favage  joy  that  were  echoing 
from  every  fide :  but,  from  the  number  of  accidents  that  happened, 
this  dangerous  mode  has  been  little  pracrifed  of  late  years,  the  park- 
keeper  alone  generally  mooting  them  with  a  rifled  gun,  at  one  fhoc 
When  the  cows  calve,  they  hide  their  calves  for  a  week  or  ten  days 
in  fome  fequeftered  fituation,  and  go  and  fuckle  them  two  or  three 
times  a-day.  If  any  perfon  come  near  the  calves,  they  clap  then: 
heads  clofe  to  the  ground,  and  lie  like  a  hare  in  form,  to  hide  them- 
felves.  This  is  a  proof  of  their  native  wildnefs,  and  is  corroborated 
*by  the  following  circum fiance  that  happened  to  the  writer  of  this 
narrative,  who  round  a  hidden  calf  two  days  old,  very  lean,  and  very 
weak ;  on  flroking  its  head  it  got  up,  pawed  two  or  three  times 
like  an  old  bull,  bellowed  very  loud,  ftepped  back  a  few  fleps,  and 
bolted  at  his  legs  with  all  its  force  j  it  then  began  to  paw  again,  bel- 
lowed, flepped  back,  and  bolted  as  before ;  but  knowing  its  inten- 
tion, and  ftepping  afide,  it  miffed  him,  fell,  and  was  fo  very  weak 
that  it  could  not  rife,  though  it  made  feveral  efforts ;  but  it  had  done 
enough;  the  whole  herd  were  alarmed,  and,  coming  to  its  refcue, 
obliged  him  to  retire ;  for  the,  dams  will  allow  no  perfon  to  touch 
their  calves  without  attacking  them  with  impetuous  ferocity, 

'  When  any  one  happens  to  be  wounded,  or  is  grown  weak  and 
feeble  through  age  or  Acknefs,  the  reft  of  the  herd  fet  upon  it,  and 
gore  it  to  death. 

*  The  weight  of  the  oxen  is  generally  from  forty  or  fifty  ftone  the 
four  quarters ;  the  cows  about  thirty.  The  beef  is  finely  marbled, 
and  of  excellent  flavour. 

*,Thofe  at  ^urton-Conflable,  in  the  county  of  York,  were  all  de- 
ilroyed  by  a  diflemper  a  few  years  fince.  They  varied  flightly  frogs 
thofe  at  Chillingham,  having  black  ears  and  muzzles,  and  the  tips 
tf  their  tails4  of  the  fame  colour ;  they  were  alfo  much  larger,  many 

of 
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bt  them  Weighing  fixty  ftone,  probably  owing  to  the  richnefs  jof  tb£ 
paihirage  in  Holdernefs,  but  generally  attributed  to  the  difference  of 
kind  between  thofe  with  black  and  with  red  ears,  the  former  of 
Which  they  ftudioufly  endeavoured  to  preferve.  The  breed  which  wa* 
at  Drumlanrig,  in  Scotland,  had  alfo  black  ears.' 

This  work  has  one  merit  which  is  not  alway§  to  be  found 
in  books  of  natural  hiftory ;  the  deferiptioris  are  heat  and  cbn- 
crfe,  without  being  defective ;  and  the  author  occafionally  en-' 
livens  them  with  ftiort  aneedbtes,  which  tend  to  give  a  clearer 
idea  of  the  habits  and  difpofition  of  certain  animals ;  one,  re- 
fpe£Ur*g  the  extraordinary  fagacity  of  a  Newfoundland  dbg,  we) 
cannot  help  relating,  as  it  difplays,  in  a  ftriking  manner,  the 
ftrong  attachment  o£  that  fpecies  to  their  matters : 

4  During  the  fevere  ftorm,  In  the  winter  of  1789,  a  fhip  belonging 
to  Newcaftle  was  loft  near  Yarmouth,  and  a  Newfoundland  dog  alone 
efcaped  to  the  fhore,  bringing  in  his  mouth  the  captain's  pocket- 
book  ;  he  landed  amidft  a  number  of  people  that  were  aflcmbled,  fe- 
Veral  of  whom  in  vain  endeavoured  to  take  it  from  him.  The  faga- 
cious  animal,  Us  if  fenfible  of  the  importance  of  the  charge,  which 
in  all  probability  wis  delivered  to  him  by  his  periftung  mailer,  at 
length  leaped  fawningly  againft  the  breaft  of  a  man,  who  had  at- 
fra&ed  his  notice  among  the  crowd,  and  delivered  (he  book  to  him. 
The  dog  immediately  returned  to  the  place  where  he  had  landed, 
and  watched  with  great  attention  for  every  thing  that  came  from  the 
wrecked  vefTel,  feizing  them,  and  endeavouring  to  bring  them  to 
land/ 

Upon  the  whole,  this  work  is  well  executed,  and  we  confided 
it  as  ofie  of  the  beft  fliort  treatifes  on  the  fubjeft  we  remember 
to  have  feem  We  can,  therefore,  with  pleafure  recommend  it, 
to  the  riotice  of  the  public,  and  particularly  of  young  people*, 
who  may  wifli  to  acquire  a  competent  knowledge  of  this  ufeful, 
and  entertaining  part  of  natural  hiftory,  efpecially  as  it  is  orna-. 
mented  with  beautiful  wooden  cuts,  fuperior,  in  bur  opinion^ 
to  any  thing  of  the  kind  hitherto  given  in  any  publication. 


Art.  IX.  EJays  on  PraSiures  and  Luxations.  By  John  Aitken^ 
M.  Di  &fr.  IlluftraUd  with  Eleven  Plates.  8vo.  4s*  boards* 
Murray*     London,  1796* 
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'"  E  cannot  but  enter  with  regret  upon  the  examination  of* 
this  work,  which  had  fcarcely  come  into  our  hands  be-  - 
fore  we  were  informed  that  the  ingenious  author  was  no-  more, 
lie  had,  at  an  early  period,  difcovered  talents  for  literary  pur- 
suits, and  he  continued*  to  the  clofe  of  a  fliort  tut  a&ive  4ife, 
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to  employ  himfelf  in  the  improvement  of  his  profeffion.  Tha 
Eflay  on  Fra&ures  was  pubkfhed  feveral  years  ago;  and  though 
Co  well  received  that  the  edition  was  foon  fold  off,  jet  the  au- 
thor's numerous  engagements  dfU  not  afford  him  leifure  to  re- 
publiih  it  fooner,  with  the  improvements  which  refle&ion  and 
farther  experience  had  fuggefted. 

In  this  eflay  Dr.  Aitken,  after  delivering  a  phyfiolpgical  ac- 
count of  the  bones,  proceeds  to  defcribe  the  (ymptoms,  and 
draw  the  prognofis,  of  fra&ures ;  elucidating*  at  the  fame  time, 
the  nature  and  formation  of  callus.  Authors,  he  obferves,  are 
much  divided  ab*jt  the  fource  whence  the  callus  flows:  M.  <fc 
Hamel  contends  that  itls  furnifhed  folely  by  the  periofteum ;  but 
Dr.  Aitken,  with  more  probability,  favours  the  opinion  of  Hajler; 
and  Camper,  that  it  is  only  effufed  from  the  fubftance  of  the 
fradured  bones*  The  latter,  indeed,  fpeaks  of  a  double  callus  ; 
one  part  external,  formed  between  the  periofteum  and  the  la- 
minated furface ;  and  another  internal,  derived  from  aji  elonga- 
tion of  the  lamina.  The  young  callus,  however,  opr  author 
obferves,  never  affumes  the  ofleous  nature  till  it  has  been  per- 
vaded by  the  offific  veflcls,  {hooting  from  the  neighbouring 
pans,  which  unqueftionably  had  effufed  it,  in  the  fame  manner. 
as  the  inflammatory  adion  of  the  veflels  of  the  fofter  parts  forms, 
and  pours  out  pus. 

The  author  defcribes  the  treatment  of  fra&ures  under  the  dif- 
ferent heads  of  extenfion,  coaptation,  and  retention,  each  of 
which  he  confiders  with  perfpicuity  and  precifion.  In  treating 
of  extenfion  Dr.  Aitken  obferves,  that  a  relaxed  ftate .  of  the 
ihufcles  very  much  facilitates  the  redu&ion  of  the  fragments  ; 
that  pofture  of  the  limb,  therefore,  in  which  the  greateft  number 
of  mufcles  are  relaxed,  is  here  to  be  carefully  confulted ;  efoe- 
cially  if  the  patient  is  mufcular,  and  the  fracture  oblique,  be- 
caufe  it  equally  favours  retention.  If  the  fra&ure  is  ascertained 
to  be  of  the  tranfverfe  kind,  he  thinks  there  is  no  reafoo,  of  any 
force,  why  the  relaxed  ftate  of  the  mufcles  fhould  be  much  re- 
garded 5  on  the  contrary,  perhaps  their  being  coiiftantly  on  the 
Stretch,  by  firmly  opppung  the  ends  of  the  fragments  to  one 
another,  may  contribute  not  a  little  to  retention. 

Dr.  Aitken  examines,  with  great  candour  and  judgment,  the 
feveral  contrivances  for  accomplifhing  retention  x>f  the  fradured 
thigh-bone,  and,  {hewing  them  to  be  inadequate,  inconvenient, 
or  untafe,  he  modeftly  proceeds  to  defcribe  other  machines  for 
performing  this  important  purpofe ;  expreffing  a  hope  that  his 
ingenious  brethren  will  farther  improve  and  confirm  them. 
From  this  part  of  the  effay  we  fliall  lay  before  our  readers  a 
ihort  extraft;         # 
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x  *  It  has  already  been  obferyed,  that  a  proper  and  neccflary  refift- 
suace  to  the  conftant  contractile  nifus  of  the  femoral  mufcles,  new 
that  the  bone  is  fra&ured,  can  'only  be  fupplied  by  affuming  two 
fixed  points,  the  one  above  and  the  Qther  below  the  fractured  part; 
which  are  to  be  maintained  at  the  fame  diftance  they  held  naturally, 
«*r  immediately  after  exteniion  and  coaptation  were  duly  accom> 
pliihed. 

c  The  pelvis  offers  itfelf  as  the  moft  proper  part  on  which  to  affume 
the  fuperior  fixed  point ;  becaufe  here  the  circulation  and  internal 
organs  are  protected  from  any  preffure  that  may  be  confequent  upon 
doing  fo.  Its  fituation  alfo,  as  being  above  the  neck  of  the  thigh* 
bone,  is  an  additional  recommendation.  The  lower  part  of  the  thigh, 
or  ordinary  gartering  place,  for  reafbns  already  alledged,  is  to  be 
chofen  for  the  inferior  one.  About  each  of  thefe  a  belt  or  circular  is 
applied. 

'  The  circular  which  embraces  the  pelvis  occupies  the  fame  place 
where  the  top-band  of  the  breeches  in  men  is  fixed,  and  with  much 
the  fame  ftridnefs,  and  refembles  it  pretty  much  in  fliape ;  the  other 
circular  applies  above  the  knee,  with  about  the  fame  tightnefs  which 
the  garters  commonly  have.  Thefe  conftftute  the  two  fixed  points,* 
and  are  the  bafis  of  the  refiftance  to  the  mufcular  contraction  which 
we  mean  to  produce;  their  particular  ftru&ure  and  application  fliaH 
be  taught  hereafter. 

«  Graduating  fteel  fplintl,  three  or  more  in  number,  conned  thefe 
circulars  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  intercepted  portion  of  the  thigh 
can  be  kept  more  or  lefs  extended  at  pfcafure,  with  abundant  fteadi- 
nefs  and  safety;  and  that  even  in  Ipite  oflhe  motion  which  may  be 
occafioned  by  convulfive  ftartlngs,  coughing,  retching  to  vomit,  &c 
for  any  length  of  time,  and  with  equal  facility  and  fuccefs,  whether, 
to  obtain  the  relaxed  ftate  of  the  mufcles,  the  patient  lie  on  his  fide 
or  back ;  and,  which  is  of  the  laft  importance,  this  mode  of  drefling 
a  broken  thigh  bone  caufes  as  little  pain  or  uneafinefs,  as  well  when 
applying  as  afterwards,  as  any  other  apparatus  whatever  that  is 
likely  to  be  productive  of  the  fmalleft  advantage.  While  all  this  is 
aocompHwed,  the  circulation  is  in  no  degree  obftru&ed ;  as  any  one, 
ever  fo  little  acquainted  with  the  anatomy/>f  the  parts  concerned,  muft 
know. 

4  Previoufly  to  any  further  explanation  of  what  I  am  inclined  to 
regard  as  peculiar  advantages  retaking  from  the  ufe  of  this  machine 
for  retaining  the  fractured  thigh-bone,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
give  fuch  a  particular  defcription  of  its  parts,  and  mode  of  applica- 
tion,' as  may  enable  fuch  as  choofe  properly  to  construct  and 
apply  it. 

«  The  largeft  circular,  or  that  which  furrounds  the  pelvis  aaa 
(Plate  L  Fig.  i  ),  confifts  of  a  piece  of  thickifh  faddle-feather  j  its 
breadth,  when  intended  for  an  adult,  may  be  from  three  to  four 
inches  ;  in  one  end  of  it  are  three  or  four  ftuds,  which  have  as  many 
correfponding  holes  in  the  other  end,  by  which  it  is  buttoned  or 
fattened  round  the  body.  Thefe  holes  are  continued  backward,  one 
after  another,  at  final!  diftances.   By  this  fimple  artifice  its  circle  can. 
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-be augmented  or  dinumfhed,  fo  as  to  accommodate  itfdf  to  pervef 
of  different  fizes,  or  with  different  degrees  of  ftri&nefs  to  the  fame 
pelvis. 

«  This  leather  circular,  all  except  its  perforated  part,  and  about  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  on  each  edge,  is  covered  on  the  infide  with  a 
flexible  thin  iron- plate,  fuch  as  is  fometimes  nfed  by  tin-plate- 
workers.  It  has  two  obfcure  joints  in  that  part  which  anfwers  to 
the  back ;  thefe  allow  it  to  open  and  receive  the  body  with  the  greateft 
eafe. 

4  Over  this  iron-plate  the  circular  is  lined  with  the  foftefr, 
buff  or  fhamoy  leather ;  between  which  and  the  plate  a  thin  layer  of 
hair  or  wool  is  interpofed.  The  lining  ought  to  proje&  on  both  fides 
over  the  leather  half  an  inch,  or  more,  to  prevent  it  in  any  degree 
from  preffing  on  the  fkin.  The  lining  is  notched  all  round  to  the 
edges  of  the  leather,  to  which  the  iron -plate  does  not  extend. 

*  It  is  moft  convenient  to  throw  the  opening  of  this  circular  to  pne 
fide  of  the  os  pubis.  After  it  is  applied,  to  prevent  it  from  moving 
upwards  (which  the  fhape  of  the  pelvis,  and  the  prefTure  made  from 
below,  hinder  from  happening  downwards),  two  thick  fluffed  (traps 
bb,  fixed  to  its  back  part,  pafs  between  the  thighs  from  behind,  to 
tie,  by  means  of  their  forked  ends,  to  its  fore-part.  As  almofl  the 
whole  refinance  to  the  (hortening  of  the  thigh  falls  ultimately  on  thefe 
ftraps,  it  is  of  confequence  that  they  be  thick  and  well  made :  if  they 
fhould,  notwithftanding,  at  any  time  be  found  to  fit  uneafily,  a  foft- 
folded  cloth,  or  the  like,  can  be  put  betwixt  them  and  the  fkin/ 

For  the  defcription  of  this  ufeful  machine,  fo  accurately  deli- 
neated by  our  author,  and  illuftrated  with  a  plate,  we  muft  re- 
fer our  readers  to  the  volume ;  only  obferving,  that  the  whole 
circular  is  conflruded  on  the  fame  principle,  applied  and  fecured 
to  the  fame  places,  and  in  the  fame  manner,  as  the  common 
fpring  rupture-bandage.  The  chief  difference  between  the  two 
is,  that  the  circular  is  much  broader  and  thinner,  and  tied  down 
to  the  pelvis  by  two  thick  ftraps  in  place  of  one,  that  it  might 
left  incommode  the  patient  while  lying  on  his  back,  and  the 
better  divide  and  refill  the  prefliire  from  below,  betides  a&ing  as 
a  fixed  point,  without  proving  irkfome.  It  applies  equally  well, 
whether  the  body  is  naked  or  covered  with  fhirt,  waiftcoat, 
breeches,  &c.  The  author  informs  us  that  the  firft  idea  of  it 
was  fu^gefted  by  obferving  with  what  eafe  and  immoveable 
firmnefs  a  fpring  rupture-bandage  was  wore,  during  great  exer- 
cife,  and  for  a  great  length  of  time,  by  a  young  man  whom  he 
bad  under  his  care  for  a  hernia  inteftinalis. 

In  fra&ures  of  the  leg-bone,  likewife,  Dr.  Aitken,  induced 
both  by  experience  and  probability,  propofes  a  machine  con- 
ftru&ed  on  the  fame  principles  with  the  one  recommended  for 
the  thigh ;  and  it  certainly  bids  fair  to  effe£fc  retention  of  the 
fraftured  leg-bones  with  the  greateft  poflible  eafe  and  fafety, 
wherever  the  expedient  is  practicable.    In  this  machine  the 
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fraduating  (plints,  made  rather  longer  than  the  leg  from  the 
nee  downwards,  to  which  they  are  to  be  applied,  are  connected, 
at  their  lower  extremities,  by  means  of  flat-heated  vertible  ftuds 
or  pins*  to  the  fole  of  a  fhoe  laced  before,  otherwife  of  the  or- 
dinary form ;  or  with  the  quarter-heel  protra&ed  in  the  form 
of  a  half-boot,  the  better  to  embrace  and  lace  round  the  ancle 
and  inferior  part  of  the  leg.  The  other  extremities  of  the 
fplints  are  fixed  in  the  fcrew-plates  of  a  circular,  exactly  fimila* 
to  the  inferior  circular  of  the  thigh-machine  before  mentioned, 
applied  below  the  knee. 

It  muft  be  no  fmall  recommendation  to  both  the  machines 
abovementioned,  that  they  will  greatly  facilitate  the  conveyance 
of  p.eople  who  have  fraftures  of  the  thighs  or  legs.  Our  author 
obferves,  that  both  may  be  applied  without  ftripping  the  patient; 
and,  when  properly  applied,  very  perfe£Uy  fecure  the  parts 
againft  the  fmalleft  degree  of  alteration,  even  from  the  move- 
ment of  a  carriage.'  This  circumftance  cannot  fail  of  rendering 
them  particularly  ufeful  on  (hip-board,  when  it  is  found  ne- 
ceflary  to  convey  fraSured  patients  from  one  (hip  to  another,  or 
to  hofpitals  a-(hore. 

This  ingenious  author  has  likewife  made  an  improvement  in 
the  late  Profeflbr  Monro's  apparatus  for  a  fra£ture  of  the  Tendo 
Achillis ;  but  we  muft  leave  the  account  of  this  alfo  to  the  au- 
thor's own  defcription,  and  the  plates. 

Dr.  Aitken  afterwards  treats  of  the  fradWed  patella  It  is 
well  known  to  furgeons  that  the  cure  of  the  tranfverfe  fra&ure 
of  this  bone  is  a  matter  of  great  difficulty.  In  fuch  a  fituation, 
Jiowever,  our  author  obferves  that  the  retention  of  the  divided 
parts  may  be  happily  accompliihed  by  the  circular  of  the  leg- 
machine,  and  the  inferior  one  of  the  thigh-machine,  conne&ed 
laterally  together  by  the  jointed  graduating  fplints. 

Our  author  informs  us  that,  in  the  fractured  clavicle,  the  beft 
method  he  knows,  and  he  has  often  experienced  its  good  effeft,  ' 
is  to  apply  a  long  roller,  in  the  form  of  the  figure  of  8,  behind, 
between  the  fhoulders,  fo  as  to  approximate  the  bafes  of  the 
fcapulae  more  than  ufual  to  one  another.  By  this  means  the  re- 
<juifite  degree  of  extenfion  is  produced  and  fupported.  Full  re- 
tention is  then  obtained,  by  placing  comprefles  over  the  place 
erf  the  fra&ure,  fo  as,  in  the  author's  own  expreffion,  to  equalize 
it,  that  it  may  receive  the  retentive  preflure  of  the  fpica  fcapu- 
Jaris,  fo  applied  as  entirely  to  cover  the  feat  of  the  fra&ure. 

Our  author  is  no  lefs  pra&ical  and  inftruftive  on  the  fubjedl 
of  luxations  than  on  that  of  fra£hired  bones  ;  but  we  muft  now 
draw  our  account  of  thefe  chirurgical  eflays  to  a  conclufion. 
We  fhall  only  obferve,  in  general,  of  the  whole  work,  that  the 
modes  of  pure  recommendea  by  Dr.  Aitken  appear  to  be  equally 
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Ample  and  efficient ;  and  that  he  has  illuftrated  diem  not  only 
by  plates,  but  verbal  defcriptions,  diftinguifhed  by  great  per* 
fpicuity.  Thefe  effays  derive  additional  value  from  the  melon* 
choiy  confideration  tnat  they  form  the  laft  work  which,  fo  far 
as  we  Know,  will  ever  be  publifhed  under  the  name  of  this  in-* 

fenious  author,  who  lived  an  ornament  to  his  profeffion,  and 
as  died  universally  regretted  by  every  friend  of  literature  an4 
fci$nce. 


Art.  X.    The  Life  of Drniiel  De  Foe.  By  George  Cbehners>  Eff, 
Byo.  3s.  fewed.     Stockdale.     London,  1790, 

TT  is  the  fate  of  many  eminent  perfonages  that  the  knowledge! 
A  of  their  origin  has  become  obfcure,  either  from  the  general 
inattention  of  the  times  in  which  they  lived,  or  the  defe&s  of 
traditional  information;  but  more  than  common  obfcurity  feems, 
from  the  beginning,  to  have  veiled  the  extra&ion  of  the  celebrated 
Daniel  DeFoe,  Though  the  author  of  feveral  highly  popular  pro* 
du&ions,  and  though  his  death  maybe  remembered  by  many  per-r 
fons  yet  living,  fo  imperfeft  are  the  accounts  concerning  him,  that 
he  has  hitherto  been  univerfally  reputed  a  foreigner*  It  appears, 
however,  from  the  induftrious  refearches  of  Mr.  Chalmers,  that 
he  was  aihi&lly  born  in  London,* about  the  year  1663,  and 
was  the  fon  of  James  Foe,  of  the  parifh  of  St.  Giles,  Cripple- 
gate,  citizen  and  butcher.  It  is  probable  that  the  addition  of 
De  to  bis  name  has  given  rife  to  the  opinion  of  his  being  a  fo* 
reigner.  It  is  fuppofed,  with  great  probability,  that  his  family 
were  Diflenters,  as  no  mention  is  made  of  his  baptifm  in  the* 
parifh  books,  and  as  he  was  educated  at  a  diflenting  academy  at 
Newington, 

The  author  of  thefe  biographical  memoirs  emphatically  oh* 
ferv$s  that  Pe  Foe  was  born  a  Writer.  Before  he  had  attaine4 
his  twenty ffirft  year  he  publifhed,  in  1683,  a  pamphlet  againft 
3  very  prevailing  fentiment  in  favour  of  the  Turks,  as  oppofe4 
to  the  Auftrians  j  thinking,  as  he  avows  in  his  riper  age,  that  it 
was  better  the  popifK  houfe  of  Ayftria  (hould  ruin  the  pro-* 
teftants  \\x  Hungary,  than  that  the  infidel  Houfe  of  Ottoman 
fliould  ruin  both  proteftants  and  papifts  by  over-running  Ger* 
,  TO.  ny. 

De  Foe  was  admitted  a  liveryman  of  London  on  the  26th  of 
January,  1687-8;  when,  being' allowed  his  freedom  by  birth, 
he  was  received  a  member  of  tnat  corporation.     While  he  dik 

!>laved  his  zeal  in  promoting  the  Revolution  by  his  pe*i,  he  is. 
aid  to  have  afted  as  a  h<5ier  in  Freeman's* Yard,  Cornhillj 
*  bi*t;*  fays  our  author, 
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«  The  hofier  and  the  poet  are  very  irreconcileable  characters.  With 
the  ufual  imprudence  of  fuperior  gen  ids,  he  was  carried  by  his  vi- 
vacity into  companies  who  were  gratified  by  his  wit.  He  {pent  thofe* 
hours  with  a  fmallfociety  for  the  cultivation  of  polite  learning,  whic 
he-ought  to  have  employed  in  the  calculations  of  the  countingrhoufe  t 
and  being  obliged  to  ablcond  from  his  creditors  in  169a*  he  naturally 
attributed  thole  misfortunes  to  the  war,  which  were  probably  owing 
to  his  own  mifconduft.  An  angry  creditor,  took  out  a  commiffion  of 
Bankruptcy,  which  was  foon  fuperfeded  on  the  petition  of  thofe  to 
whom  he  was  mod  indebted,  who  accepted  a  compofition  on  his 
(ingle  bond.  This  he  punctually  paid  by  the  efforts  of  unwearied  di- 
ligence. But  fome  of  thofe  creditors,  who  had  been  thus  fatisfied, 
falling  afterwards  into  diftrefs  tbemfelves,  De  Poe  voluntarily  paid 
them  their  whole  claims;  being  then  in  rifing  circumftances  from 
King  William's  favour.  This  is  fuch  an  example  of  honefty  as  it 
would  be  unjuft  to  De  Foe  and  to  the  world  to  conceal.' 

In  a  frojefting  age,  as  De  Foe  denominates  Kftlg  William's 
reign,  it  appears  that  he  was  himfelf  a  projector.  He  wrote 
many  fheets  about  the  coin ;  he  propofed  a  regifter  for  feamen, 
long  before  the  aft  of  parliament  was  thought  ofj  he  pro- 
jected county  banks  and  faclories  for  goods;  he  fuggefted  a  pro* 
pofal  for  a  commiffion  of  inquiries  into  bankrupts  eftates ;  and 
he  contrived  a  penfion  office  for  the  relief  of  the  poor.  At 
length,  in  January,  1696-7,  he  publifhed  his  '  Effay  upon  Pro* 
c  je&sy  a  work  which  fhews  a  wide  range  of  knowledge,  and 
affords  ftrong  indications  of  a  vigorous  mind.  He  there  fug- 
gefts  to  King  William  the  imitation  of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth  in 
the  eftablifhment  of  a  fociety  for  encouraging  police  learning, 
for  refining  die  Englifh  language,  and  for  preventing  barbarifinl 
pf  manners. 

From  political  fpeculattons  De  Foe's  ardour  foon  carried  him 
into  the  paths  of  fatiric  poetry;  and  in  January  1 700-1,  he 
produced  c  The  true-born  Englishman.'  Of  the  origin  of  this 
production  he  gives  himfelf  the  following  account : 

*  During  this  time  came  out  an  abhorred  pamphltt,  in  very  ill 
verfe,  written  by  one  Mr.  Tutchen,  and  called  <fln  Foreigners ;  m 
which  the  author,  who  he  was  I  then  knew  not,  fell  perfonaily  anon 
the  king,  then  upon  the  Dutch  nation,  and,  after  having  reproached 
his  majefty  with  crimes  that  his  worft  enemies  could  not  think  of 
without  horror,  he  fums  up  all  in  the  odious  name  of  Foreigner,. 
This  filled  me  with  a  kind  of  rage  againft  the  book,  and  gave  birth 
to  a  trifle,  which  I  never  cjuld  hope  fhould  have  met  with  fo  general 
an  acceptation/ 

This  poem  proved  the  means  of  the  author's  becoming  known 
to  King  William.  It  is  certain  that  he  was  henceforth  admitted, 
to  pcr/onal  interviews  with  that  monarch)  but  refpe&ing  the 
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particulars  of  this  correfpondence  we  are  left  entirely  in  tte 
dark.  c  When  the  nation  flamed  with  faction,'  fays  the  bio* 
grapher, 

*  The  grand  jury  of  Kent  preferred  to  the  Commons,  on  the  8th 
of  May,  1701,  a  petition,  which  defired  them  *  to  mind  the  public 
bufinefs  more,  and  their  private  heats  lefs;*  and  which  contained  a 
fentiment  that  there  was  a  defign,  as  Burnet  tells,   other  counties 
and  the  city  of  London  Ihould  equally  adopt.    Meftrs.  Culpeppers, 
Polhill,  Hamilton,  and  Champneys,  who  avowed  this  intrepid  paper* 
were  committed  to  the  Gatehoufe,  amid  the  applaufes  of  their  coun<* 
try  men.     It  was  on  this  occafion  that  De  Foe's  genius  dictated  a  re-r 
jnonftrance,  wjiich  was  figned  Legion*  and  which  has  been  recorded  in 
hiflory  for  its  bold  truths  and  fecStious  petulance.    De  Foe's  zeal  in- 
duced him  to  aflume  a  woman's  drefs  while  he  delivered  this  fac- 
tious paper  tp  Harley,  the  fpeaker,  as  he  entered  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons.    It  was  then  alfo  that  our  author,  who  was  t r an f ported  by  an 
equal  attachment  tp  the  country  and  the  court,  publifhed  The  original 
Power  of  the  eollt&we  Body  of  the  people  of  England  examined  and 
cfferted-     This  timeful  treatife  he  dedicated  tp  King  William,  in  a 
dignified  ftrain  of  nervous  eloquence.     c  It  is  not  'the  leaft  of  the 
extraordinaries  of  your  majefty's  characler,>  fays  he,  c  that,  as  you 
are  king  of  your  people,  fo  you  are  the  people's  king ;  a  title  which, 
as  it  is  the  moft  glorious,  fo  it  is  the  moft  indifputable.'  To  the  Lords 
and  Commons  he  addreffes  himfelf  in  a  fimilar  tone :  the  vindication 
of  the  original  right  of  all  men  to  the  government  of  themfelves,  he 
tells  them,  is  fo  far  from  being  a  derogation  from,  that  it  is  a  confir- 
mation of  their  legal  authority.     Every  lover  of  liberty  muft  be 
pleafed  with  the  perufal  of  a  treatife  which  vies  with  Mr.  Locke's 
famous  trad  in  powers  of  reafoning,  and  is  fuperior  to  it  in  the  grace* 
pfftyle.*  *     '     '. 

The  heat  of  political  parties  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
century,  and  the  warmth  with  which  they  were  refpectively  fa* 
tirized  or  fupported  by  De  Foe,  rendered  him  at  laft  an  objed  of 
particular  refentment  to  thofe  in  power.  *  During  the  previous 
f  twenty  years  of  hi6  life,'  fays  the  author  now  before  us? 

*  De  Foe  had  bufiedliimfelf  unconfcioufly  in  charging  a  mine, 
which  now  blew  himfelf  and  his  family  into  air.  He  had  fought 
for  Monmouth ;  he  had  oppofed  King  James ;  he  had  vindicated  tbt 
Pe<vo!ution ;  he  had  panegyrized  King  William ;  he  had  defended  the 
rights  of  the  collective  body  of  the  people ;  he  had  difpleafed  the 

.  treafurer  and  the  general,  by  objecting  to  the  Flanders  war  5.  he  had 
bantered.  Sir  £dward  Seymour  and  Sir  Chriftopher  Mufgrave,  the 
tory  leaders  of  the  Commons ;  he  had  ^'uft  ridiculed  all  the  high- 
flyers in  the  kingdom  ;  and  he  was  at  length  obliged  to  feek  for 
fhelter  from  t^e  indignation  of  perfons  and  parties  thus  overpowering 
and  refiiUefs. 

*  A  poclamation  was  iflued  in  January,  1702-3,  offering  a  reward 
f>f  fifty  pounds  for  difcoyering  his  retreat.    pc  Foe  was  defended  by 
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0ie  Gazette—'  as  a  middle-fized  fpare  man,  about  forty  years  old, 
of  a  brown  complexion,  and  dark-brown  hair,  though  he  wears  4 
wig,  having  a  hook  nofe,  a  fharp  chin,  grey  eyes,  and  a  large  mole 
#ear  his  mouth*' 

Of  the  pamphlet  which  gave  rife  to  Jthis  profecution  pe  Foe 
foon  publi&ed  4  An  Explanation,'  which  might  have  been  fuffi- 
cier.t  to  mollify  the  minds  of  men  who  were  actuated  with  any 
degree  of  candour.  But  he  was  found  guilty  of  a  libel,  fen- 
fenced  to  the  pillory,  and  adjudged  to  be  fined  and  imprifoned. 

During  his  confinement  in  Newgate,   De  Foe  proje&ed 

*  The  Review  i?  a  periodical  paper  in  quarto,  which  was  iirft 
publiflied  on  the  19th  of  February,  1703-4 ;  and  which  was  in- 
tended to  treat  of  news,  foreign  and  domeftic ;  of  politics,  Bri- 
tifh  and  European ;  of  trade,  particular  and  univerfaj.  But  the 
author,  forefeeing  the  neceflity  of  rendering  the  work  entertain* 
ing  as  well  as  jnftruclive,  enlivened  it  with  the  inftitution  of  4 
{Scandal  Club;  in  which  are  difcufled  queftions  in  divinity,  mo* 
fals,  war,  trade,  language,  poetry,  love,  marriage,  drunkennefs^ 
and  gaming,  *  Thus/  fays  the  biographer,  *  it  is  eafy  to  fee 
f  that  the  Review  pointed  the  way  to  the  Tatlers,  Spectators, 

*  and  Guardians,   which  may  be  allowed,  however,  to  have 

*  treated  thole  interefting  topics  with  more  delicacy  of  humour, 

*  more  terfenefs  of  ftyle,  and  greater  depth  of  learning :  yet  has 

*  De  Foe  many  pafiages,  both  of  profe  and  poetry,  which,  for 

*  refinement  of  wit,  neathefs  of  expreifipn,  and  efficacy  of  mo- 
f  ral,  would  do  honour  to  Steele  or  to  Addifon/ 

While  De  Foe  ftill  lay  in  Newgate,  employed  on  his  Review 
and  other  productions,  a  meflage  was  brdught  him  from  Sir  Ro- 
bert Harley,  the  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  deftringj 
to  know  what  he  could  do  for  him.  In  anfwer,.  we  are  told 
that  De  Foe  wrote  the  ftory  of  the  blind  man  in  the  gcfpel ; 
concluding,  *  Lord,  that  I  may  receive  my  fight/ 

Harley  becoming  fecretary  of  ftate  in  April  1 704^  had  frequent 
opportunities  of  reprefenting  to  the  queen  and  the  treafurer  the 
unmerited  fufferings  of  De  Foe,  who  neverthelefs  continued 
four  months  longer  in  jail.  The  queen,  however,  inquired 
into  his  circumftances,.  and  Lord  Godolphin,  as  De  Foe  thank- 
fully acknowledges,  fent  a  confiderable  ium  jto  his  wife,  and  to 
himfelf  money  to  pay  his  fine  and  the  expence  of  his  dif- 
pharge.  / 

In  1706  we  find  De  Foe  bearing  a  confpicuous  part  in  pro- 
moting the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms : 

*  Lord  Godolphin,  who  knew  how  to  difcriminate  characters,  de. 
fermined  to  employ  him  on  an  errand,  which,  as  he  fays,  was  far 
from  being  unfit  for  a  fovereign  to  direct,  or  an  honeit  man  to  per* 
form.     By  his  lordfhip  he  was  carried  to  the  queen,  who  kid' to  him, 

whilo 
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while  he  kifled  her  hand,  that  jbt  badjuth/ntuframntu  bis  former  fer^ 
nneei,  that  /bt  had  again  appointed  bim  for  another  affair,  <wbicb  <wai 
Jometbing  nice,  but  the  treajkrer  tvenld  teS  him  the  reft.  In  three  days, 
he  was  lent  to  Scotland.  His  knowledge  of  commerce  and  revenue, 
his  powers  of  infinuation,  and  above  all  his  readinefs  of  ben,  were 
deemed  of  no  fmall  Utility  in  promoting  die  Union.  He  arrived  at 
Edinburgh  in  October  1706.  And  we  (hall  ind  him  no  inconfider- 
able  ador  in  the  performance  of  that  greateft  of  all  good  works.  He 
attended  the  committees  of  parliament,  for  whofe  u(e  he  made  feve- 
ral  of  the  calculations  on  the  fubjett  of  trade  and  taxes.    He  com- 

>  plains,  however,  that  when  afterwards  some  clamour  was  railed  upon 
the  inequality  of  the  proportions,  and  the  contrivers  began  to  be 
blamed,  and  a  little  threatened  a-/a-mb,  then  it  was  De  Foe  made 
it  all,  and  he  was  to  be  Honed  for  it.    He  endeavoured  to  confute 

-  all  that  was  publiflied  by  Webfler  and  Hodges,  and  the  other  writers 
in  Scotland  againft  the  Union ;  and  he  had  his  (hare  of  danger,  fince, 
as  he  fays,  he  was  watched  by  the  mob ;  had  his  chamber  window! 
infulted ;  but,  by  the  prudence  of  his  friends,  and  God's  providence, 
he  efcaped.  In  the  midft  of  this  great  fcene  of  buKnefs  and  tumult, 
he  colle&ed  the  documents,  which  he  afterwards  publifhed  for  thd 
inftru&on  of  pofterity,  with  regard  to  one  of  the  mbft  difficult,  an4 
at  the  fame  time  the  moft  fortunate,  traniaftions  in  our  annals. 

'  During  all  thofe  labours  and  rifles  De  Foe  publiflied,  in  Decent-* 
ber,  1706,  Caledonia,  a  poemy  in  honour  of  the  Scotch  nation*  This 
poetic  eflay,  which  was  intended  to  refcue  Scotland  fromjlander  in 

gihion,  Caledonia  herfelf  bade  him  dedicate  to  the  Duke  of  Queenf- 
;rry.  Befide  other  benefactions,  the  commiffioner  gave  the  author, 
whom  he  calls  Daniel  De  Foe,  Efquire,  an  exdufive  privilege  to  fety 
lis  encomiaftic  drains  for  feven  years  within  the  country  of  his  cele- 
bration. Amidft  our  author's  bufv  occupations  at  Edinburgh,  he  was 
anxious  to  aflure  the  world  that  wherever  the  writer  may  be,  the  Re- 
views are  written  with  his  own  hand,  no  perfon  having,  or  ever  had, 
any  concern  in  writing  them,  but  the  known  author,  D.  F.  OA 
the  1 6th  of  January  the  ad  of  Union  was  pa/Ted  by  the  Scots  par-' 
liament;  and  De  Foe  returned  to  London  in  February,  1706-7, 
While  he  thus  acted  importantly  at  Edinburgh,  he  formed  connexions 
with  confiderable  perfons,  who  were  proud  of  his  future  correfponch 
ence,  and  profited/raw  bit  political  intereflsS 

A  new  viciffitude  of  fortune,  in  1713*  brought  De  Foe  again 
into  Newgate,  where,  as  he  had  formerly  commenced,  fo  now 
he  terminated,  the  publication  of  his  Reviews,  after  continuing 
them,  with  great  ability,  during  a  courfe  of  nine  years.  He 
perfevered,  however,  in  literary  purfuits  with  all  his  acciiftomed 
ardour,  and  his  firft  production,  after  this  period,  was  A  General 
Hiftory  of  Trade.  rThe  year  1715,  Mr.  Chalmers  ofeferves, 
may  be  regarded  as  the  dofe  of  De  Foe's  political  life.  From, 
this  epoch  he  feems  to  hare  renounced  the  employment  of  4 
party- writer  5  in  which  capacity,  though  his  geaj  and  talents 

were 
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were  eonfpicuout,  we  do  not  find  that  be  received  an  acknow- 
ledgment in  any  degree  correfponding  to  his  great  and  continued 
exertions. 

Dc  Foe  died  in  London  in  1731,  within  the  precinds  of  th* 
fame  partfli  in  which  he  had  been  born.  The  biographer  in<* 
forms  us  that 

«  He  left  a  widow,  Sufannah,  who  did  not  long  furvive  him,  and 
fix  Con*  and  daughters,  whom  he  boafts  of  having  educated  at  welt 
as  his  circumftances  would  admit.  His  ion  Daniel  is  ftid  to  have 
emigrated  to  Carolina ;  of  Benjamin,  his  fecond  fon,  no  account  can 
be  given.  His  youngeft  daughter,  Sophia,  married  Mr.  Henry  B*+ 
ker,  a  perfon  more  refpe&able  as  a  philoibpher  than  a  poet,  who  died 
in  1774,  at  the  age  of  feventy.  His  daughter,  Maria,  married  one  ' 
Langley ;  but  Hannah  and  Henrietta  probably  remained  unmarried,  - 
flnce  they  were  heirefles  only  of  a  name  which  did  not  recommend 
them. 

«  De  Poe  probably  died  infolvent;  for  letters  of  admiaiftration  on 
bis  goods  and  chattels  were  granted  to  Mary  Brooke,  widow,  a  ere* 
ditnx,  in  September,  1733,  after  fummoning  in  official  form  the  next 
of  kin  to  appear.  John  Dunton,  who  perlonally  knew  our  author, 
defcribes  him,  in  1705,  as  a  man  of  good  Darts  and  clear  fenfe ;  of  a 
converfation  ingenious-  and  brifk;  of  a  fpirit  enterpriiing  and  bold, 
but  of  little  prudence ;  with  good  nature  and  real  honefty.    Of  hit 

Etty  habits  little  now  can  be  told  more  than  he  has  thus  confefled 
nfelf :  '  God,  I  thank  thee,  I  am  not  a  drunkard,  or  a  fwearer,  or 
a Vhoremafter,  or  a  bufy-body»  or  idle,  or  revengeful  1  and  though 
this  be  true,  and  I  challenge  all  the  world  to  prove  the  contrary,  yet, 
I  muft  own,  I  fee  {mail  iatisfaction  in  all  the  negatives  of  common 
virtues ;  for  though  1  have  not  been  guilty  of  any  of  thefe  vices,  nor 
of  many  more,  I  have  nothing  to  infer  from  thence  but  Te  Deum 
UmduHim* 

It  is  remarked  by  the  biographer  that  De  Foe  has  been  in- 
troduced into  the  Dunciad  without  propriety,  and,  as  far  as  ap-* 
pears,  without  provocation  \  for  he  was  none  of  the  invidious 
Scribblers  who  had  attempted  to  leflen  the  fame  of  Mr.  Pope. 
The  conjecture  which  Mr.  Chalmers  infinuates,  relative  to  this 
fubject,  feeras  not  improbable,  namely,  .that  the  fatirift's  indig- 
nation had  been  excited  by  fome  farcafm  directed  againft  fyfphs 
and  gmwuh  by  De  Foe,  in  his  '  Syftem  of  Magic/ 

Every  reader  who  is  acquainted  with  the  writings  of  De  Foe 
muft  acknowledge,  with  the  biographer,  that  he  was  a  man  of 
extraordinary  merit.  His  abilities  were  not  confined  to  one 
province  of  literature  only  5  but  he  appears  confpicuous  as  a 
poe^  a  novelift,  a  commercial  writer,  and  an  hiftorian;  exclufive 
of  his  various  polemical  labours,  in  the  profecution  of  which  he 
was  no  lefe  eminent  than  indefatigable.  On  the  whole,  he  was 
fuch  a  writer  as  highly  merited  a  biographical  monument  to  his 
8  memory* 
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memory.  To  compofe  an  account  of  his  life,  had  often  been 
meditated  by  Dr.  Johnfon ;  but  the  defign  having  never  been 
carried  into  execution,  we  are  glad  to  fee  the  defeft  fo  well  fupr- 
p)ied  by  the  author  of  the  prefent  produ&ion,  who  appears  to 
have  been  at  much  pains  in  fearching  for  information  relative  to 
the  life  of  De  Foe,  as  well  as  in  examining  his  writings.  Of 
thefe  he  has  favoured  the  public  with  a  copy  of  their  refpedive 
title-pages;  diftinguilhing  the  lift  into  thofe  which  are  con« 
fidered  as  undoubtedly  De  Foe's,  and  thofe  which  are  fuppofed 
to  have  been  written  by  him.  The  former,  in  which  is  Ro~ 
binfon  Crufoe,  and  other  celebrated  works,  amounts  to  upwards 
of  thirteen  pages,  and  the  latter  to  more  than  two. 


Art.  XI.      Sermons,  by  W.  Leechmany  D.  D.  late  Principal  of 
the  College  of  Giafgow.     To  which  is  addea\  Jbme  Account  of  the 
Juthor's  Life  and  his  LecJures.     By  James  JVodrowy  D.  D. 
Minijler  at  Steven/Ion,     $vo,    3  vols.    |2S,     Cadell.     Lon- 
don, 1790,    -  , 

*TPHE  life  of  the  author,  prefixed  to  thefe  volumes,  is  well 
-*•  written,  and  the  happy  tribute  of  friendfhip  to  the  memory 
of  great  talents  aflbciated  with  an  eminent  degree  of  moral  ex- 
cellence. Dr.  Leechman  was  long  the  ornament  of  the  clerical 
chara&er  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  at  the  head  of  litera- 
ture in  the  univerfity  where  he  flourifhed.  The  liberality  of 
his  mind,  in  the  midft  of  theological  difcuffion  and  polemical 
fury,  which  diftinguiflied  the  religious  feuds  of  the  times,  even 
while  he  was  but  a  young  man,  attra&ed  the  particular  notice 
and  efteem  of  his  fuperiors.  This  chara&er  never  forfook  him. 
It  originated  in  a  Angular  goodnefs  of  heart,  and  an  underftand- 
ing  well  cultivated,  ftrengthened  with  the  beft  principles,  and 
the  moft  exalted  fentiments  which  fcience  and  literature  could 
beftow.  Dr.  Leechman  has  the  merit  of  being  among  the  firft 
clergymen  in  Scotland  who  reduced  pulpit  eloquence  to  com- 
mon-fenfe,  and  rendered  it  intelligible.  He  did  more.  He  ex- 
changed thofe  gloomy  notions  of  religion  which  threw  a  dark 
veil  over  its  natural  beauty,  or  made  it  a  fource  of  for  rows,  for 
more  juft,  more  enlivening,  as  well  as  captivating  profpeds. 
And  by  his  inftruftion  and  example  a  better  tafte  foon  prevailed 
among  the  clergy,  and  the  laity  were  more  enlightened.  The 
religious  animofities  which  had  been  the  difgrace  of  former  ages, 
gradually  abated,  the  bitter  fpirit  of  bigotry  was  fuppreffed,  and 
public  devotion,  corre&ed  and  raifed  by  the  majefty  and  fim- 
plicity  of  genuine  Chriftianity,  became  a  juft  and  reafonable 
fervice. 
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To  form  a  proper  eftimate  of  our  author's  chara&er  on  the 
tnoft  important  duties  of  a  good  citizen,  the  reader  (hould  attend 
to  what  his  biographer  ftates  concerning  his  method  of  teaching 
while  he  filled  the  chair  in  one  of  the  moft  celebrated  univer- 
fities  of  Scotland.  There  is  likewife  detailed  in  his  life  the  out* 
lines  of  die  fyftem  with  which  he  familiarized  and  imprefled  the 
minds  of  his  pupils.  Dr.  Wodrow  does  not  fay  whether  there 
be  any  intention  of  publifhing  any  part  of  his  le&ures,  or  any 
more  of  his  remains  ;  but,  from  the  pofthumous  fermons  before 
us,  we  doubt  whether  his  manufcripts  are  left  in  that  finifhed 
ftate  that  would  juftify  their  publication.  The  reader  of  tafte 
and  piety  will,  however,  form  a  very  favourable  idea  of  Dr. 
Leechman's  abilities  as  a  preacher,  a  writer,  and  an  advocate 
for  religion,  from  the  following  paflage,  which  we  extract  from 
a  fermon  publiflied  in  his  life-time.  It  is  an  anfwer  to  the 
following  obje&ion  againft  praying  for  the  pardon  of  fin,  and 
has  fome  thing  in  it  ingenious  and  ftriking.  The  object  ion  he 
thus  ftates : 

*  What  occafion  can  there  poffibjy  be  of  praying  to  God  to  for- 
give our  fins  ?  Our  fins  are  owing  to  the  invincible  force  of  tempt- 
ations, and  fo  are  only  the  unavoidable  frailties  of  our  nature;  and 
furely  an  infinitely  good  God  can  never  call  us  to  a  fevere  account 
Ipr  them.  As  this  is  an  important  matter,  on  which  our  higheft 
and  eternal  intereft  depends,  it  greatly  concerns  us  to  take  care  that 
we  do  not  deceive  ourfelves.  Let  us  attend  to  the  voice  of  revelation, 
and  of  reafon,  and  we  fhall  find  that  they  jointly  proclaim,  with  the 
higheft  folemnity,  that  fin  fhall  not  pafs  unpunifhed.  Hearken  to 
that  awful  declaration  of  Holy  Writ :  c  Be  not  deceived,  God  is  not 
mocked ;  for  whatfoever  a  man  foweth,  that  fhall  he  alfo  reap ;  for 
he  that  foweth  to  the  flefh,  (hall  of  the  flefli  reap  corruption,  but  he 
that  foweth  to  the  fpirit,  (hall  of  the  fpirit  reap  everlafting  life*:* 
that  is,  our  everlafting  ftate  hereafter  depends  on  our  behaviour  here* 
As  furely  as  he  who  lows  wheat  or  barley  in  the  feed-time  (hall  reap 
the  fame  kind  of  grain  in  the  harveft,  and  no  other ;  fo  certainly 
fhall  thofe  who  live  a  wicked  life  here  be  miferable  hereafter.  Is  it 
not  amazing  that  mankind  are  not  ftruck  with  this  tremendous  de- 
claration ?  The  reafon  of  this  mail  be,  that  they  do  not  in  earneft 
believe  it.  Every  man  believes  that  if  he  fows  the  feeds  of  thirties 
and  thorns,  he  cannot  reap  wheat  or  barley ;  but  every  one  does  not 
believe  that  if  he  lives  a  vicious  and  impious  life  here  he  cannot  en- 
joy  happinefs  hereafter.  What  is  the  reafon  why  we  believe  the 
former,  and  doubt  of  the  latter,  fince  they  are  equally  true  ?  One 
reafon  is  plainly  this :  that  we  have  obferved  the  courfe  of  nature  in 
the  frequent  returns  of  feed-time  and  harveft,  and  find,  by  un- 
doubted experience,  that  it  is  an  invariable  law  of  the  natural  world* 
that  whatever  kind  of  grain  is  fown,  the  fame  kind,  and  no  other,  is 
reaped  in  the  harveft.  But  we  have  not  yet  feen  one  whole  year,  one 
full  period  of  the  government  of  the  rational  world;  we  have  onjy 
\  feen 
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ken  the  feed-time  of  human  fife;  the  karveft  &  ytt  to  come;  tmf 
great  year  it  not  completed,  at  leaft  within  oar  view;  hut  at  fbon  as 
we  enter  into  the  invisible  world,  we  (hall  be  convinced  that  it  it  aa 
tmaltcrable  law  of  the  moral  at  well  at  of  the  natural  world,  that 
whatever  a  man  fowt,  that  he  alio  reap* ;  there,  we  £haH  lee  what 
dreadful  mtferie*  fpfing  oat  of  vice,  and  what  further  punilhments 
are  inflided  on  it ;  what  unfpeakable  happinefs  growt  out  of  virtue} 
and  with  what  additional  joy  it  it  crowned* 

4  But,  further,  let  us  confider  that  though  we  had  not  thofe  fblemn 
declarations  of  Divine  Revelation,  we  mould  have  juft  reafon  to  dread 
the  confluences  of  criminal  indulgence,  both  in  this  and  in  an  after 
Hate.  For,  when  we  attend  to  the  conduit  of  Divine  Providence,  we 
fee  that  vice  is  a&ualry  punimed  at  prefent,  in  a  certain  degree,  which 
gives  natural  ground  to  fear  that  it  may  be  jmnifhed  in  a  higher  de- 
gree hereafter.  The  natural  deformity  of  vice,  die  pangs  of  rcmorfe 
which  accompany  it,  the  havock  which  it  makes  of  the  beauty,  thtf 
order,  and  peace  of  our  minds ;  the  direful  effe&s  of  it  on  die  bo~ 
dies,  fortunes,  families,  and  chafa&ert,  of  thofe  who  indulge  them- 
selves in  it  without  controul ;  plainly  intimate,  or  rather  loudly  pro- 
claim, that  the  Gpvernour  of  the  world  is  engaged  againft  it,  and 
will  not  fufrer  it  to  pafs  nnptmifhed.  Now  has  the  great  Author  of 
nature  begun  to  chaftife  fin  here  ;  and  what  ground  is  there  then  to 
hope  that  he  will  favour  it  hereafter  r  What  fhadow  of  reaibn  is 
there  for  flattering  ourferves  that  the  meafures  and  laws  of  the  divine 
conduct  (hall  be  altered  r  The  other  world  it  only  a  fucceeding  pe- 
riod of  the  fame  government  under  the  fame  governour,  in  which  we 
have  all  poffible  reafon  to  believe  that  the  fame  fundamental  laws  of 
rewarding  virtue  and  pu rattling  vice  mall  continue  in  full  force.  It 
certainly  then  greatly  concerns  us  not  to  cherifh  an  indifference  and 
fearlefTnefs  with  regard  to  what  maybe  hereafter  under  the  righteous 
government  of  God.  To  think  or  fpeak  in  a  flight  ami  unconcerned 
manner  as  to  what  may  happen  in  any  period  of  the  divine  govern- 
ment, is  unfpeakable  irreverence  and  mamfeft  impiety  ;  but  to  live  at 
random,  without -regarding  the  divine  law,  and  the  tremendous  fane- 
tions  of  it,  is  madnefs  and  impiety  to  fuch  a  pitch  as  muft  aftonifh 
and  ftrike  every  thinking  perfon  with  terror.  Let  us  beware  then  of 
truning  to  miftaken  notions  of  the  boundlefs  benignity  and  mercy  of 
the  great  Parent  of  all.  Do  we  allow  that  it  is  confident  with  the 
molt  perfeft  goodnefs  to  inftift  juft  punifhments  on  wickednefs  here, 
and  allow  it  we  muft,  for  we  fee  that  in  fad  it  is  done ;  by  what  train 
of  reafoning  then  ihaH  we  be  able  to  fhew  that  it  is  incorHiftent  with 
the  fame  perfeel  goodnefs  to  punifh  it  with  greater  feverity  here- 
after r' 

This  extract  gives  no  unfavourable  proof  of  our  author's  im- 
preffive  mode  of  preaching*  His  matter  is  not  only  of  great 
importance,  but  his  'manner  exhibited  a  fervour  and  animation 
which  fhewed  how  much  he  was  in  earneft.  He  delivered  the 
interesting  truths  of  the  gofpei  with  an  ardour  and  enthufiafm 
ftmilar  to  that  ufed  by  the  ancient  philofophers  in  their  feveral 

fchools* 
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fchools.  In  die  fcrmons  befe  pubtifbed,  fome  of  the  beft  he 
preached,  particularly  in  the  college  chapel,  fere,  to  our  regret, 
omitted.  One  on  thefe  words— fervent  in  fpirit — which  chiefly 
related  to  the  ardent  exertion  of  genius  in  purfuit  of  truth  and 
excellence,  we  fhould  have  been  glad  to  have  feen  in  this  collec- 
tion. A  fubje&  fo  congenial  to  the  author's  mind  may  well  be 
fuppofed  to  be  illuftrated  in  his  happieft  and  beft  manner.  The 
editor  fhould  have  informed  us  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  the 
valuable  notes  that  frequently  occur;  and  he  would  have  alfo 
very  much  improved  the  publication  by  an  index  of  the  principal 
matters  contained  in  both  volumes. 


Art.  XII.  A  dcfcriptive  Account  of  the  IJhnd  of  Jamaica ;  with 
Remarks  upon  the  Cultivation  of  the  Sugar-Canc%  throughout  the 
different  Seafins  of  the  ¥ear>  and  chiefly  conftdered  in  a  pifturefqu* 
Point  of  View ;  alfo  Obfervations  and  Reflexions  upon  what  would 
probably  hi  the  Con/equenas  of  an  Abolition  of  the  Slave-Trade, 
and  of  the  Emancipation  of  tho  Slaves.  By  William  Bedford)  Efq. 
Author  of  Remarks  on  the  Situation  of  the  Negroes  in  Jamaica* 
8vo.   2  vols.  12s.  boards.    Egerton.    London,  1790. 

WE  are  not  accuftomed  to  fee  two  thick  o&avo  volumes  the 
production  of  a  Weft-India  planter !  and  we  are  con- 
cerned to  look  to  the  caufe  of  the  prefent,  in  many  r^fpe&s,  ela- 
borate production,  Inftead  of  the  gay  fcenes  Mr.  Beckford  de- 
scribes in  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  we  are  told  his  only  view  is  the 
confined  walls  of  a  prifon  in  our  own  metropolis ;  and)  inftead  of 
being  furrounded  with  flaves,  whofe  bufinefe  it  was  to  watch  his 
very  looks,  his  condition,  if  not  that  of  a  flave,  is,  in  many  re- 
flects, more  pitiable.  Under  thefe  circumftances  he  fends  a 
book  into  the  world,  and,  mindful  of  the  fomewhat  fimilar  (itu- 
ation  of  Ovid,  choofes  the  two  firft  lines  of  his  Trifiia  for  a 
motto.  But  though  it  has  been  lamented  by  all  the  admirers 
of  that  lively  poet  how  much  his  fancy  funk  with  his  fortunes, 
yet  we  truft  our  readers  will  agree  with  us  that  this  is  not  the 
c*fe  with  Mr.  Beckford*  If,  indeed,  we  may  judge  by  his  ftvle 
and  imagery,  we  fhould  conceive  that  the  impreffion  of  wnat 
he  has  formerly  feen  is  become  proportionably  more  lively  from 
the  contraft  of  what  is  now  before  him ;  and  if  our  readers  fancy 
fome  of  the  extracts  we  produce  as  particularly  characterizing 
the  work  fhould  rather  border  on  the  extravagancies  of  enchant- 
ment, we  would  wifh  them  for  a  moment  to  confider  how  much 
the  afpe£t  and  complexion  of  an  object  varies  according  to  the 
medium  through  wiuch  it  is  feen. 

The 
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The  dcfcription  of  the  firft  appearance  of  Jamaica  has  riff 
great  merit*  though  we  fhould  fuppofe  it  overcharged  from  the 
above  caufes : 

*  The  firft  appearance  of  Jamaica  prefents  one^of  the  moft  grand 
and  lively  fcenes  that  the  creating  hand  of  Nature  can  poffibly  ex-* 
Libit :  mountains  of  an  immense  height  feem  to  cruih  thofe  that  ard 
below  them ;  and  thefe  are  adorned  with  a  foliage  as  thick  as  vivid  ^ 
and  no  lefs  vivid  than  continual.  The  hills,  from  their  fummits  to 
the  very  borders  of  the  fea,  are  fringed  with  trees  and  (brubs  of  a 
beautiful  fhape  and  un decaying  verdure;  and  you  perceive  mills, 
works,  and  houfes,  peeping  among  their  branches,  or  buried  amidft 
their  (hades. 

*  The  fea  is,  in  general,  extremely  fmooth  and  brilliant ;  and,  be-; 
fore  the  breeze  begins  to  ripple  its  glafly  furface,  is  fo  remarkably 
tranfparent,  that  you  can  perceive  (as  if  there  were  no  intervening* 
laediam)  the  rocks  and  fands  at  a  confiderable  depth  ;  the  weeds  and 
coral  that  adorn  the  firft,  and  £he  ftars  and  other  teftaceous  fifties  that 
tepofe  upon  the  laft. 

*  Every  paffing  cloud  affords  forne  pleaiing  variation ;  and  the 
glowing  vapours  of  the  atmofphere,  when  the  fun  arifes  and  declines, 
and  when  the  pi&urefque  and  fantaftic  clouds  are  reflected  in  its  po- 
lifbed  bofom,  give  an  enchanting  hue,  and  fuch  as  is  only  particular 
to  the  warmer  climates,  and  which  much  referable  thofe  fafFron  (kie* 
which  fo  ftrongly  mark  the  Campania  of  Rome,  and  the  environs  of 
Naples. 

«  There  are  many  parts  of  the  country  that  are  not  much  unlike  to* 
nor  lefs  romantic  than  the  moft  wild  and  beautiful  fituations  of  Fref- 
cati,  Tivoli,  and  A  lb  an  o ;  and  the  want  of  thofe  picturesque  and  ele- 
gant ruins  which  fo  much  ennoble  the  landfcapes  of  Italy,  are  made 
Some  amends  for,  in  the  painter's  eye,  by  the  appearance,  the  variety, 
and  the  number  of  the  buildings. 

*  The  verdure  of  England,  in  the  midft  of  fummer,  can  hardly  vitf 
with  that  of  Jamaica  for  feven,  eight,  or  nine  months  in  the  year  j 
and  as  there  are  but  few  apparently  deciduous  trees  and  fhrubs,  that 
'verdure  feems  to  be,  upon  the  mountains,  unfading  and  perennial. 

*  From  many  fituations  you  have  views  fo  much  diverfified,  that, 
wherever  you  turn,  a  new  profpect  delights  the  eye,  and  occafions  fur- 
prife  by  the  magnificence  of  the  objects,  by  the  depths  of  fhadow  oi* 
burfts  of  light,  by  the  obfervation  of  gloomy  dells  or  woody  plains,  of 
mountain-torrents,  and  of  winding-ftreams  ;  of  groups  of  negroes, 
herds  of  cattle,  paffing  wains ;  and  by  the  recurrence  of  every  rural 
object  that  imagination  can  form,  or  attention  discriminate. 

*  The  timber-trees  in  the  mountains  are  large  and  lofty ;  and  the 
cotton-trees  in  particular,  both  there  and  upon  the  plains,  are  of  a 
very  beautiful  and  magnificent  growth,  and  are  rendered  flrikingly 
picturefque  by  the  numberlefs  withes  that  depend  from  branch  to 
branch,  and  by  the  variety  of  creeping  or  ftationary  plants  (dele- 
terious, indeed,  to  their  health  and  vegetation,  but  from  which  no* 
painter  would  wifh  to  fee  them  difengaged)  which  attach  theafelveS 
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to  tfce  trunks  and  extremities ;  and,  as  the  roots  are  very  large,  and 
form  recefles  at  the  bottom  of  the  Hems,  or  run  a  considerable  dis- 
tance, and  in  various  lines,  above  the  ground,  they  make,  all  toge- 
ther, a  very  lingular  and  a  ftriking  appearance. 

•  The  verdure  upon  the  cultivated  plains  and  hills,  of  which  there 
is  an  infinite  and  pleafing  variety,  is  feen  to  change  almoft  every 
month;  and  the  general  and  perceptible  rapidity  of  vegetation,  par- 
ticularly after  droughts  or  ftorms,  will  hardly  be  credited,  excepting 
by  thofe  who  have  fuffered  from  a  contention  of  the  elements,  and 
have  confoled  themfelves  with  this  fudden  reftoration  of  nature,  and 
looked  forward  to  an  increafe  of  produce,  to  compenfate,  in  idea  at 
leaft,  the  lofs  and  difappointment  which  they  have  lately  fuftained. 

*  The  docks  and  weeds  of  which  the  fore-grounds  in  Jamaica  are 
compofed,  are  the  moft  rich  and  beautiful  productions  of  the  kind  I 
have  ever  feen ;  and  the  banks  of  the  rivers  are  fringed  with  every 
growth  that  a  painter  would  wifh  to  introduce  into  this  agreeable  part 
of  landfcape :  and  thofe  borders  which  Claude  Lorrain,  Pouffin,  and 
Salvator  Rofa,  took  apparently  fo  much  pleafure  and  pains  to  enrich, 
are  there  excelled  by  the  hand  of  Nature  alone  ;  nor  do  1  conceive  it 
poffible  for  any  artift  to  invent,  by  a  fedulous  collection  of  the  moft 
choice  and  beautiful  parts  of  her  productions,  more  enchanting  fcenes 
than  can  be  obferved  ill  the  dells  and  vallies,  and  on  the  margins  of 
the  rivers,  in  that  beautiful  and  romantic  country. 

€  The  cafcades,  the  torrents,  the  rivers,  and  the  rills,  are  enchant- 
ingly  pi&urefque  in  their  different  features,  and  exchange  the  fub- 
limity  or  repofe  of  their  fcenes,  according  to  the  variations  of  the 
feafons,  or  the  turmoils  of  the  elements ;  and  thefe  variations,  I  mould 
conceive,  few  climates  afford  in  competition  with  that  I  have  ven- 
tured to  defcribe.  The  colours  of  Loutherbourg  are  better  calcu- 
lated for  the  expreflion  of  fuch  varieties  than  thofe,  I  mould  imagine, 
of  any  modern  artift ;  and  he  might  there  meet  with  feveral  falls,  the 
furround'tng  fcenery  of  which  might  eclipfe  the  boafted  waters  of 
Schaff  haufen,  the  brilliancy  of  Pifvache,  and  the  gloom  of  TenuV 

The  following  account  of  the  romantic  nebulatiam  of  that 
country  has  fome  advantages,  becaufe,  fhould  an  obferver  of 
lefs  tafte  than  Mr.  Beckford  not  difcover  all  the  charms  de- 
fcribed,  it  may  be  imputed  to  the  unfteadinefs  that  attends  an 
aerial  landfcape: 

4  Above  this  landfcape  the  following  view  prefented  itfelf  to  the 
imagination  in  the  clouds ;  and  ftruck  for  a  confiderable  time,  and 
fixed  without  a  variation,  the  attention  of  the  fight.  * 

'  In  the  middle  region  of  the  air  I  could  fancy  an  exact  refem- 
blance,  as  given  us  in  the  prints,  of  the  ifland  of  Otaheite,  as  mag- 
nificently fwelling  into  hills,  as  fweetly  declining  into  vallies,  as  im- 
perceptibly loft  in  plains,  and  as  infenfibly  melted  into  the  ocean* 
The  mountains  appeared  to  be  covered  with  lofty  trees;  their  de- 
clivities to  be  fringed  with  tufted  foliage,  receiving  tranfient  (hade, 
or  tinged  with  partial  light;  while  the  green  cxpanfe  of  waters 

b*g.  rev.  vol.  xvi*  oct.  1790.  ^  returned 
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returned  their  beauties,  and  by  reflection  gave  a  double  charm.  The 
fetting  fun,  that  glimmered  on  the  fight,  feemed  to  hang  with  rapture 
upon  its  own  creation ;  and,  while  it  warmed  the  mind  with  a  variety 
or  images,  it  made  mc  lament  that  I  had  not  with  me  an  artift  that 
could,  like  Robertfon,  defcribe. 

'  Around  this  imaginary  ifland  there  flowed  a  fea  as  fmooth  as  glafs  ; 
,  over  which  was  feen  to  hang  a  haze,  as  if  a  zephyr  had  lately  breathed 
upon  its  polifhed  bofom.  The  declining  fun-beams  feemed  to  tremble 
upon  the  waves ;  the  majeftic  orb  was  not  yet  funk  in  the  horizon,  but 
appeared  to  moderate  the  effulgence  of  its  rays,  and  to  fpread  a  faffroa 
,  glow,  which  infenfibly  melted  into  fofter  tones,  as  it  by  degrees  ap- 
poached  the  enraptured  fight.  A  long  neck  of  land  flretched  out 
into  the  ocean,  and  formed  a  fucceffion  of  bays,  in  which  was  feated 
a  pleafing  variety  of  fmaller  iflands ;  and  between  which  there  ap- 
peared to  fail  a  number  of  boats,  that  traverfed  from  one  to  the  other 
in  various  directions,  while  a  wood  of  malls  was  feen  to  catch  the 
fun-beam  in  the  offrng. 

'  At  the  back  of  the  large  ifland  there  fwelled  another,  the  Mes  of 
which  were  of  the  fame  form  and  height  with  thexoppofite  cliffs,  and 
had  the  appearance  of  having  been  difparted  by  the  convulfions  of  an 
earthquake :  a  narrow  channel  flowed  between  them ;  and  the  air  and 
the  rocks  were  marked  by  a  multiplicity  of  birds  that  could  be  juft 
obferved  as  fpecks  of  white,  that  flickered  the  blue  expanfion  of  the 
heavens. 

*  The  fore-ground  of  this  vapoury  landfcape  was  a  long  tongue  of 
lafld,  declining  from  the  right  to  the  left,  from  a  gentle  rifing  to  the 
level  of  the  fea,  and  was  richly  adorned  with  cocoa-nut  trees,  bam- 
boos, and  palms ;  with  numberlefs  aloes  in  bloflbm,  and  other  afpir- 
ing  fhrubs ;  and  which  fenfibly  diminished  in  pride  ©f  vegetation, 
until  they  funk  at  laft,  as  they  approached  the  eye,  into  the  humble 
.  dock,  the  thiftle,  and  the  graft.  This  preceding  land  appeared  to 
give  a  curve  to  a  moft  beautiful  and  ihaded  bay,  at  the  end  of  which 
,  were  dotted  cities,  and  from  which  were  feen  to  fwell  the  tower  that 
caught,  and  the  rifing^  fpire  that  returned,  the  fetting  rays. 

'On  the  left,  and  in  the  fecond  diftance,  were  two  or  th*ee  fxnadf 
iflands ;  upon  the  level  fhore  of  which  there  appeared  to  be  fifher- 
men  hanging  up  their  nets  to  dry,  and  fome  making  fail  their  boats- 
by  a  Angle  oar.  The  nets  and  bafkets  that  were .  confufe'dly  piled 
♦upon  them,  were  refle&ed  in  the  waves,  which  a  breeze  had  juff  dif- 
turbed,  and  which  gently  urged  the  ripples  that  broke  around  their 
keels  in  imaginary  murmurs  to  the  fhore.* 

Letms  contraft  this  with  the  defcription  of  the  dreadful  hur- 
i icane  of  the  year  1 780,  and  we  fhall  not  fail  to  admit  Ivlr.  Beck- 
ford's  powers  at  describing  not  only  imaginary  fcenes,  but  fomc 
much  too  real : 

*  .  '  V**  deft^aive  hurricane  began  by  gentle  and  almoft  impercep-. 
tible  degrees,  between  twelve  and  one  o'clock,  on  the  morn  of  the  Id 
tf  Odober,  and  m  the  year  1780.    There  fell  at  fifft  a  trifling  ra/n, 

Which. 
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which  continued,  without  increafe,  until  ten  o'clock,  about  which 
time  the  wind  arofe,  and  the  Tea  began  to  roar  in  a  moft  tremendous 
and  uncommon  manner.  As  yet  we  had  not  any  pre-fentiment  of 
the  diftrefs  and  danger  which  it  was  foon  afterwards  our  unhappy 
fortune  to  encounter :  and  although,  between  two  and  three  o'clock  in 
die  afternoon,  we  faw  the  Subordinate  buildings  begin  to  totter  and 
fall  around  us,  yet  we  did  not  think  it  neceffary  to  provide,  at  that 
time,  for  our  prefent  or  future  fafety.  We  now  obferved,  with  fome 
emotion  and  concern,  a  poor  pigeon  endeavour,  with  fruitlefs  flrug- 
gle,  to  regain  its  neft ;  it  fluttered  long  in  the  air,  and  was  fo  weak-, 
ened  at  lait,  that  it  was  driven  away  by  the  wind,  and  in  almoft  a 
moment  was  carried  entirely  out  of  fight* 

'  From  the  morning  until  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  wind 
continued  to  blow  with  increasing  violence  from  the  north  and  call ; 
but  from  that  time,  having  collected  all  its  powers  of  devaluation,  it 
ruined  with  irrefiftible  violence  from  the  fouth ;  and  in  about  an  hour 
and  an  half  after  that  period,  fo  general  and  perfevering  were  its  ac- 
cumulated effe&s,  that  it  fcarcely  left  a  plantain -tree,  a  cane,  of  a 
building,  uninjured  in  the  parifh.  At  about  four  o'clock  we  found 
k  impoffible  to  fecure  the  houfe  againft  the  increasing  impetuofity  of 
the  wind,  which  began  to  difplace  the  fhingles,  uplift  the  roof,  to 
force  the  windows,  and  to  gain  an  entrance  on  every  fide  5  and  its 
hafty  deftru&ion  but  too  fully  proved  how  foon,  and  how  univerfally, 
it  fucceeded  I  We  were  now  driven  from  the  apartments  above  to 
take  (helter  in  the  rooms  below ;  but  there  we  were  followed  by  frefh 
dangers,  and  ftupified  by  fre(h  alarms.  The  demon  of  deftru&ioa 
was  wafted  in  the  winds,  and  not  a  corner  could  efcape  its  malignant 
devaflation.  While  we  were  looking  with  apprehenfion  and  terror 
around  us,  the.  roof,  rafters,  plates,  and  walls,  of  fix  apartments  fell 
in,  and  immediately  above  our  heads ;  and  the  horrid  clam  of  glades, 
furniture,  and  floors,  occafioned  a  noife  and  uproar  that  may  be 
more  ealily  felt  than  the  weaknefs  of  my  pen  can  poffibly  defcribe. 

'  I  will  not  attempt  (indeed  my  abilities  and  language  are  unequal 
to  the  tafk)  to  awaken  the  fenfibility  of  others  b#  dwelling  upon  pri- 
vate misfortunes,  when  the  lofles  of  many  are  entitled  to  fuperior 
regard :  but  egotifm  may  be  furelv  allowed  in  a  narrative  of  this  kind, 
where  general  comparifons  muft  in  fome  meafure  defcribe  individaal 
fofferings,  and  where  what  one  has  felt,  has  been  the  lot  of  numbers ; 
and  where  a  perfon  has  identically  feen,  and  been  involved  in  the 
feme  deftrultion,  it  is  difficult  to  keep  clear  of  expreflions  that  do  not 
immediately  apply  to,  and  {peak  the  language  of,  felf. 

«  The  fituation  of  the  unhappy  negroes  who  poured  in  upon  us  fo 
foon  as  their  houfes  were  deftroyed,  and  whofe  terrors  feemed  to  have 
deprived  them  of  fenfe  and  motion,  not  only  very  particularly  aug- 
mented the  confufion  of  the  time,  but  very  confiderably  added,  by 
their  whifpers  and  diftrefs,  to  the  fcene  of  general  fufpenfe,  and  the 
fluctuations  of  hope  and  alarm.  Some  lamented,  by  anticipation,  the  . 
lofs  of  their  wives  and  children,  of  which  their  fears  had  deprived 
them ;  while  others  regretted  the  downfall  of  their  houfes,  of  which 
they  had  fo  lately  been  the  unfortunate  fpe&ators* 
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*  It  will  be  difficult  to  conceive  a  fituation  more  terrible  than  what 
my  houfe  afforded  from  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  until  fix  o'clock 
the  en fuiog  morning.   Driven,  as  we  were,  from  room  to  room,  while 
the  roofs,  the  floors,  and  the  walls,  were  tumbling  over  head,  or 
filing  around  us;  the  wind  blowing  with  a  noife  and  violence  that 
cannot  even  now  be  reflected  upon  without  alarm ;  the  rain  pouring 
down  in  torrents,  and  the  night  which  feemed  to  fall,  as  it  were, 
in  a  moment  uncommonly  dark,  and  the  gloom  of  which  we  had  not 
a  fingle  ray  to  enliven,  and  the  length  of  which  we  had  not  either 
fpirits  or  refolution,  by  converfation,  to  cheer !    The  negro  huts,  as 
I  before  obferved,  were  aj  this  time  deilroyed,  and  the  miferable 
fufferers  rufhed  into  the  houfe,  and  began  fuch  complaints  and  la- 
mentations, as  added  very  con fiderably  to  the  difcomforts,  and  much 
increafed  the  alinoft  before  unfpeakable  diftrefles,  of  the  fcene.     One 
poor  woman  in  particular  (if  real  philanthropy  would  not  difdain  to 
make  a  difcrimi  nation  of  colour)  was,  in  a  very  particular  and  fen- 
fible  manner,  entitled  to  pity.     Her  child,  and  that  a  favourite,  was 
nearly  buried  in  the  ruins  of  her  houfe  that  fell  around  her ;  fhe 
(hatched  k,  with  all  the  inconfiderate  impatience  of  maternal  fond- 
nefs,  from  the  expectations  of  a  fudden  fate  ;  fhe  flrained  it  to  her 
arms  in  fimple  love  and  unaffifted  protection,  and  flew  to  depofk 
her  tender  burden  in  the  retreat  of  diftant  fafety  :  fhe  flew  in  vain  ;' 
the  tempeft  reached  her,  and  fwept  the  child,  unconfeious  of  dan- 
ger, from  her  f  lding  arms,  and  dafhed  her  hopes  and  comforts  to 
the  ground.     She  recovered,  and  to  her  bofom  reftored  the  pleafing 
charge;  fhe  endeavouied  to  foothe  it  with  her  voice,  but  it  was 
filent ;  fhe  felt  it,  and  fhe  found  it  cold ;  fhe  fcreamed,  fhe  lamented, 
and  fhe  curfed ;  nor  could  our  fympathy>confole  her  forrows,  our  re- 
monflrances  reflrain  her  violence,  nor  our  authority  fupprefs  her  exe- 
crations.    She  felt  like  a, mother,  although  an  apathift  migKt  fay 
ihe  did  not  feel  like  a  Chriftian.     What  a  cold  and  illiberal  diftinc- 
tion !     Give  a  negro  religion,  and  efbblifh  him  in  either  the  princi- 
ples of  obedience,  or  the  knowledge  of  endurance,  and  he  will  not 
difgrace  that  tenet  which  fhall  be  recommended  by  practice.     Her 
lamentations  were  natural,  and  of  confequence  affecting,  and  gave 
additional  defpondency  to  a  night  that  was  already  too  miferable  to 
bear  an  augmentation  of  forrow. 

*  The  darknefs  of  the  night,  the  howling  of  the  winds,  the  growl- 
/  ing  of  the  thunder,  and  the  partial  flafhes  of  the  lightning  that  darted 
through  the  murky  cloud,  which  fometimes  burft  forth  with  a  ple- 
nitude of  light,  and  at  others  hardly  gave  fufficient  lumination  to 
brignten  the  terrified  afpeft  of  the  negroes,  that,  with  cold  and  fear, 
were  trembling  around ;  the  cries  of  the  children  who  were  expofed 
to  the  weather,  and  who  (poor  innocents !)  had  loft  their  mothers  in 
the  darknefs  and  confufion  of  the  night;  and  the  great  uncertainty 
of  general  and  private  fituation  combined ;  could  not  fail  to  ftrike 
the  foul  with  as  deep  as  it  \yas  an  unaccuftomed  horror.  In  the  midft 
of  danger,  in  the  awful  moments  of  fufpenie,  and  when  almoft  funk 
by  defpair,  we  prayed  for  more  frequent  lightning  to  gild  the  walls, 
'for  more  heavy  thimder  to  cut-roar  the  blait^in  the  philofophic  con,- 
_  *  ~     ,  *  •  '  folation 
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fclation  that  they  might  purge  the  atmofphere,  and  difperfe  the 
ftorm ;  but,  alas !  they  were  but  feldom  feen,  or  feebly  heard,  as  if 
afraid  of  combining  the  influence  of  light  with  the  defrru&ion  of 
found,  and  of  raifihg  upon  the  ground  of  terror  the  fuperilrudture  of 
defpair ! 

*  When  the  night  was  pad,  and  our  minds  hungfufpended  between 
the  danger  we  had  efcaped,  and  the  anticipation  of  what  we  might  ex- 
peel  to  enfue ;  when  the  dawn  appeared,  as  if  unwilling  todifciofe  the, 
devaluation  that  the  night  had  caufed ;  when  the  fun-beams  peeped 
above  the  hills,  and  illuminated  the  fcene  around— juft  God !  what  Z 
contrail  was  there  exhibited  between  that  morning  and  the  day  be- 
fore !  a  day  which  feemed  to  fmile  upon  Nature,  and  to  take  delight 
in  the  profpecls  of  plenty  that  waved  around,  and  which  produced, 
wherever  the  eye  could  gaze,  the  charms  of  cultivation,  and  the 
promife  of  abundance ;  but  which  fallacious  appearances,  alas !  were 
to  be  at  once  annihilated  by  that  exteniive  and  melancholy  view  of 
defolation  and  defpair,  in  which  the  expectation 9  of  the  moderate, 
and  the  wifhes  of  the  fanguine,  were  to  be  fo  foon  ingulphed.     The 
horrors  of  the  day  were  much  augmented  by  the  memncholy  excla- 
mation of  every  voice,  and  the  energetic  expreflion  of  every  hand ; 
fome  of  which  were  uplifted  in  a&s  of  execration ;  fome  wiped  the 
tears  that  were  flowing  from  the  eye  -f  while  fome,  confidering  from 
whence  the  vifitation  came,  were  feen  to  (hike  their  breafls,  as  if 
to  chide  the  groans  which  it  was  impoffible  to  reftrain.  -  An  uncom- 
mon filence  reigned  around;  it  was  the  paufe  of  confternation ;  it 
was  a  dumb  oratory,  that  faid  more,  much  more,  than  any  tongue 
could  utter.    The  firit  founds  proceeded  from  the  mouths  of  the  moid 
patient  of  Nature's  creatures — from  the  melancholy  cow  that  had 
loll  its  calf,  and  with  frequent  lowings  invited  its  return ;  from  the 
mother  ewes,  that  with  frequent  bleating?  recalled  their  lambs,  which 
were  frifking  out  of  fight,  unconfeious  of  danger,  and  unmindful  of 
food  ;  and  which  folemn  and  pathetic  invitations,  after  fuch  a  night, 
the  contemplation  of  fuch  a  fcene,  and  the  difpofition  of  the  mind  to 
i-eceive  pathetic  impreflions,  came  home  with  full  effetl  to  thofe  who 
had  fufFered,  but  who  wifhed  not  to  complain  !     If  the  diltrefles  of 
the  feathered  tribe  be  taken  into  this  defcription,  their  natural  ti- 
midity, their  uncertainty  of  food,  of  flielter,  and  domeftic  protec- 
tion, be  duly  confidered ;  trifling  as  thefe  obfervations  may  appear, 
they  certainly  help  to  fvvell  the  catalogue  of  diftrefs,  to  awaken  the 
figh  of  fenlibility,  and  to  teach  us  that  their  exigence  and  their  end 
are  in  the  hands  of  the  fame  Creator. 

*  The  morning  of  the  4th  of  Oclober  prefented  us  with  a  profpe& 
dreary  beyond  defcription,  and  aim  oft  melancholy  beyond  example  ; 
and  ae formed  with  fuch  blafted  figns  of  naked  nefs  and  ruin,  as  ca- 
lamity, in  its  mod  awful  and  deftructive  moments,  has  feldom  offered 
to  the  defponding  obfervations  of  mankind.  The  face  of  the  country 
feemed  to  De  entirely  changed  :  the  vallies  and  the  plains,  the  moun- 
tains and  the  foreits,  that  were  only  the  day  before  moll  beautifully 
clothed  with  t<very  verdure,  were  now  defpoiled  of  every  charm ;  an^ 
to  an  expefted  abundance  and  fuperfluity  of  gain,  in  a  few  'hours 
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rucceeded  fterilhy  and  want ;  and  every  profpeft,  as  far  as  the  eye 
could  ft  retch,  was  vifibly  ftricken  blank  with  defolation  and  with 
horror.    The  powers  of  vegetation  appeared  to  be  at  once  fufpeaded, 
and,  inftead  of  Nature  and  her  works,  the  mind  was  petrified  by  the 
feeming  approach  of  fate  and  chaos.     The  country  looked  as  if  it 
had  lately  been  viftted  by  fire  and .  the  fword ;  as  if  the  tornado  bad 
rifled  Africa  of  its  fands,  to  depofit  their  contents  upon  the  denuded 
bofom  of  the  hills :  as  if  ./Etna  had  fcorched  the  mountains,  and  a 
volcano  had  taken  poffeffion  of  every  height.     The  trees  were  up- 
looted, j  the  dwellings  deftroyed ;  and,  in  tome  {daces,  not  a  done  was 
left  to  indicate  the  ufe  to  which  it  was  once  applied.    Thofe  who  had 
houfes,  could  hardly  xEftinguifti  their  ruins ;  and  the  proprietor  knew 
not  where  to  fix  the  fituation  of  his  former  pofieflions.     The  very 
beads  of  all  defcriptions  were  confeious  of  the  calamity ;  the  birds, 
particularly  the  domeftic  pigeons,  were  raoft  of  them  deftroyed ;  and 
the  fiih  were  driven  from  thofe  rivers,  and  thofe  feas,  of  which  they 
had  before  been  the  peaceful  inhabitants.     New  ftreams  arofe,  and 
extenfive  lakes  were  fpread,  where  rills  were  fcarcely  feen  to  trickle 
before ;  and  ferry-boats  were  obliged  to  ply  where  carriages  were 
ufed  to  travel  with  fafety  and  convenience.     The  roads  were  for  a 
long  time  impaflable  among  the  mountains;   the  lowlands  were 
overflowed,  and  numbers  of  cattle  were  carried  away  by  the  depth 
and  impetuofity  of  the  torrents ;  while  the  boundaries  of  the  different 
plantations  were  funk  beneath  the  accumulated  prefiure  of  the  inun* 
elation. 

«  To  give  you  at  once  a  more  general  idea  of  this  tremendous  hur- 
ricane, I  fhall  obferve,  that  not  a  fingle  houfe  was  left  undamaged 
in  the  parifh ;  not  a  fingle  fet  of  works,  trafih-houfe,  or  other  fub- 
ordinate  building,  that  was  not  greatly  injured,  or  entirely  deftroyed. 
•Not  a  fingle  wharf,  ftorehoufe,  or  fhed,  for  the  depofit  of  goods, 
was  left  ftanding  $  they  were  all  fwept  away  at  once. by  the  billows  of 
the  fea,  and  hardly  left  behind  the  traces  of  their  foundations.  The 
negro  houfes  were,  and  1  believe  without  a  fingle  exception,  univer- 
sally blown  down :  and  this  reflection  opens  a  large  field  for  the  phi- 
lanthropic1, whofe  feelings  will  pity,  at  leaft,  thofe  miferies  which  he 
would  hive  been  happy  to  have  had  the  power  to  relieve.  Hardly  a 
tree,  a  fhrub,  a  vegetable,  or  a  blade  of  grafs  an  inch  long,  was  to 
be  feen  ftanding  up  and  uninjured  the  enfuing  morning ;  nay,  the  very 
bark  was  whipt  from  the  logwood-hedges,  as  they  lay  upon  die  ground ; 
and  the  whole  profpeft  had  the  appearance  of  a  defert,  over  which  the 
burning  winds  of  Africa  had  lately  paft. 

*  «  At  Savanna-la-Mar  there  was  not  even  a  veftjge  of  a  town  (the 
j>arts  only  of  two  or  three  houfes  having  in  partial  ruin  remained, 
as  if  to  indicate  the  fituation  and  extent  of  the  calamity) :  the  very 
.materials  of  which  it  had  been  compofed  had  been  carried  away  by 
the  refiftlefs  fury  of  the  waves,  which  finally  completed  what  the 
wind  began.  A  very  great  proportion  of  the  poor  inhabitants  were 
xruftied  to  death,  or  drowned ;  and,  in  one  houfe  alone,  it  was  com- 
muted that  forty,  out  of  one-and-forty  fouls,  unhappily  and  prema- 
turely periflred*  The  &a  drove  with  progneffive  violence  :ibr  mow 
-  .  than 
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than  ^  mile  into  the  country,  and  carried  terror,  as  it  left  deduc- 
tion, wherever  it  pa/Ted.  Two  large  mips  and  a  fchooner  were  at 
anchor  in  the  bay,  but  were  driven  a  cdnfiderable  diftance  from  the 
more,  and  totally  wrecked  among  the  mango-trees  upon  land. 

*  Were  I  to  dwell  upon  the  numberlefs  Angularities  of  accidents 
that  this  dreadful  ftorm  occafioned,  both  among  the  mountains  and 
on  the  plains  over  which  it  palled ;  were  I  to  mention  its  particula- 
rities and  caprices,  and  the  variety  of  contingencies  which  feemed 
impoffible  to  happen,  which  imagination  might  trifle  with,  but  which 
r eafon  would  fcarcely  believe ;  in  fhort,  were  1  to  mention  what  I 
myfelf  (aw,  and  what  numbers  could  witnefs ;  \  mould  be  afraid  to 
offer  them  to  the  ferious  regard  of  my  readers,  in  the  dread  that  I 
might  be  thought  to  infult  their  understandings,  and  to  advance  as 
fiction  what  it  would  be  very  difficult  indeed  to  credit  as  truth. 

*  The  diftrcfles  of  the  miferable  inhabitants  of  Savanna-k-Mar 
during  the  period,  and  for  ,a  long  time  after  the  ceflation  of  the 
ftorm,  mud  have  exceeded  the  moft  nervous,  as  they  would  have 
furpaffed  the  naoft  melancholy,  powers  of  defcription.  They  were 
fuch  as  ought  to  have  affefted  (if  public  lofles  and  private  fufferings 
can  ever  affect  the  ftony  bofoms  of  the  rapacious,  and  the  icy  bowels 
of  the  interefted),  they  were  fuch,  I  fay,  as  would  almoft  have 
mejted  the  unfeeling,  and  have  foftened  the  obdurate i  but,  alas! 
they  could  not,  in  too  many  inftances,  divert  the  rigid  purpofe,  and 
withhold  the  rigorous  hand  of  the  man  of  bufinefs.  Thofe  who  the 
day  before  were  poffelTed  not  only  of  every  domeiHc  comfort,  but  of  ' 
every  reafonable  luxury  of  life,  were  now  obliged  to  feek  for  melter 
upon  a  board ;  and  were  expofed,  in  ficknefs  and  affliction,  unfhel- 
tered  and  unprovided,  to  the  noify  intrusions  of  the  wind  and  the 
cold, .  and  the  frequent  vifitations  of  the  (bower/ 

We  lament  much  that  our  limits  wHl  not  admit  our  proceed- 
ing with  this  defcription)  every  part  of  which  is  equally  pathetic} 
elegant,  and  nervous ;  but  the  above  will  be  fufficient  to  give 
our  readers  a  juft  idea  of  the  whole.  The  defcription  is  conti- 
nued for  more  than  thirty  pages,  and,  we  may  add,  without 
wearying  the  attention,  which,  when  we  confider  the  famenefs 
and  nature  of  the  fubjeft,  adds  no  inconfiderable  (hare  of  praiie 
$0  the  author. 

We  have  next  an  account  of  the  gradual  recovery  of  th* 
ifland  from  this  dreadful  calamity,  and  the  means  ufed  for  this 
purpofe.  In  thefe  Mr.  Beckford  is  no  lefs  particular,  and  for 
tjie  moft  part  without  being  tedious.  His  narrations  are  every 
^here  interfperfed  with  pleafing  defcriptions,  interefting  anec- 
dotes, and  judicious  reflections.  The  whole,  indeed,  reminds 
4$  often  of  the  fituation  of  the  author,  but  at  the  fame  time 
teaches  us  to  refpe&  his  abilities,  admire  his  tafte,  and  fympathife 
in  his  misfortunes. 

The  cultivation  of  the  cane  is  next  introduced  and  accurately 
ieicribod.    All  the  fubfequeat  proce&s  of  boding  and  -AiLMLng, 
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ps  well  a*  the  other  branches  of  rural  economy  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  follow  in  fome  kind  of  order,  but  with  numerous  di- 
greffions,  and  fome  of  them  fo  long,  and  fo  little  connected  with 
thefubject,  that  the  author  feems  rather  to  be  giving  us  his 
prifon  thoughts,  than  a  defcriptive  account  of  Jamaica.  When, 
however,  we  read  a  defcription  of  hunting  in  the  forefts  of 
England,  carried  through  feveral  pages,  we  cannot  accufe  our 
author  of  being  confined  to  local  ideas ;  yet  are  we  often  inclined 
to  admit  that,  like  CeiVantes,  he  has  c  taught  his  pen  to  charm 
c  in  the  confines  of  a  jail/ 

[  To  be  continued.  ] 


FOREIGN      LITERATURE. 

ART.  XIII.     Memoir es  hiJloriqueS)  poRtiqueSi  et  geographiquesy  des 
.    Voyages  du  Comte  de  Ferrieres-Sauve}oeufy  &c. 

Art.  XIII.  Hi/loricaU  political,  and  geographical  Memoirs  re- 
fpefting  the  Travels  of  Count  de  Ferrieres-Sauveboeuf  through 
Turkey,  Perfta,  and  Arabia,  from  the  Year  1782  to  I789.  8vo. 
2  vols.    Paris,  1790. 

[  Concluded.  ] 

*TpHE  Arabs,  who  prefer  a  wandering  and  free  life  to  living 
*  in  towns  or  villages,  inhabit  the  defarts,  and  are  divided 
into  feveral  tribes.  Some  of  thefe  are  wholly  employed  in  ta- 
king care  of  their  flocks  and  herds,  which  confift  of  horfes,  apes, 
fheep,  goats,  and  camels,  and  form  their  whole  riches.  By 
the  cries  of  their  apes  travellers  are  warne4  to  (hun  their  ap- 
proach, which  is  always  dangerous,  as  fo  many  of  them  are  ad- 
dicted to  robbing  and  plundering. 

c  The  Arabs  make  companions  of  their  horfes ;  they  keep 
them  in  their  tents  with  them  during  the  night ;, and  on  this  ac- 
count they  become  exceedingly  gentle  and  tractable.  An  in- 
fant *may  ride  them ;  and  they  will  flop  to  fuffer  thofe  to  re- 
mount who  have  tumbled  from  their  backs  through  inexperience. 
The  race  bred  in  the  defarts  of  Bagdad  are  fmall,  but  thofe  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Moka  are  much  larger.  The  mares, 
which  the  Arabs  never  part  with  but  in  cafes  of  great  neceffity, 
are  exceedingly  dear ;  fome  of  them  are  fold  for  two  thou&nd 
pounds  fterling  each  5  but  the  fineft  horfe  nev^r  cofts  more  than 
three  or  four  hundred.*  Thefe  people,  in  general,  fet  lefs  value 
on  the  beauty  of  a  horfe  than  on  the  excellent  qualities  of  his 
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race.  "  It  has  been  obferved  that  the  colt  produced  from  an  Ara~ 
bian  horfe  and  a  mare  of  a  different  breed,  is  always  the  moil 
beautiful ;  but  the  Arabs  efteem  beauty  very  little.  When  the 
genealogy  has  been  interrupted,  on  this  head,  refpe&ing  which 
they  are  remarkably  nice,  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  de- 
ceive them.  Thefe  horfes  are  of  great  ufe  in  warm  countries  ; 
but  they  foon  degenerate  in  colder  climates ;  and  thofe  which,  iri 
the  plains  of  Arabia,  will  travel  thirty  leagues  before  they  halt, 
remain  two  days  without  drinking,  and  feek  no  other  food  but  a 
few  coarfe  herbs,  are  fcarcely  of  any  fervice  in  a  mountainous 
country,  where  the  climate  is  more  temperate. 

*  The  Arabs  breed  a  great  number  of  flieep  and  goats,  the 
hair  and  wool  of  which  is  fpun  by  the  women  in  order  to  make 
fluffs  for  fupplying  them  with  clothes.  The  Ar^b  women, 
though  tanned  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  have  fometimes  regular 
feature?,  which  would  render  them  pretty  were  they  not  accuf- 
tomed  to  blacken  their  lips,  and  to  form  fantaftical  figures  on 
their  cheeks,  throat,  and  arms.  This  fpecies  of  beauty  is  not 
acquired  without  confiderable  pain.  They  prick  the  (kin  with 
the  point  of  a  needle,  and  rub  gunpowder  into  it,  fo  that  the 
marks  which  it  leaves  can  never  be  effaced.  Their  principal 
ornaments  confift  of  a  gold  ring,  thruft  through  the  cartilage  of 
the  nofe,  and  glafs  beads,  which  they  wear  on  their  arms.  They 
never  ufe  veils,  are  mild  in  their  behaviour,  ferve  their  hufbands 
with  modefty,  and  are  very  hofpitable  to  ftrangers  who  vifit 
their  tents. 

4  The  drefs  of  the  women  is  almoft  like  that  of  the  men; 
they  fuffer  their  hair  to  fall  caretefsly  over  their  flioulders  in 
treffes,  and  they  wear  nothing  on  their  heads  but  a  red  muflin 
handkerchief.  Wholly  employed  in  the  management  of  their 
families,  they  feldom  give  themfelves  up  to  idlenefs  j  and  are 
perhaps  the  chafteft  of  all  the  Afiatic  females. 

*  The  Arabs  make  very  little  ufe  of  linen.  The  principal 
part  of  the  drefs  of  the  men  confifts  of  a  kind  of  robe  or  tunic, 
which  defcends  below  the  knee,  and  is  faftened  around  their 
middle1  by  a  leather  girdle.  On  the  head  they  wear  two  hand- 
kerchiefs, one  of  which  is  folded  double,  with  the  ends  hanging 
loofe  ;  the  other  is  tied  carelefsly  around  the  forehead,  and  falls 
down  behind.  On  their  feet  they  have  fandals,  or  half-boots, 
which  rife  to  the  mid  leg.  Many  of  them  convert  the  (kins  of 
their  flieep  into  furs,  though  the  fe verity  of  winter  is  never 
known  in  the  defarts ;  but  in  fummer  they  turn  the  woolly  fide 
outwards. 

*■  All  the  Arabs  wear  a  kind  of  cloak,  which  they  call  habba  y 
it  is  fquare,  and  of  a  large  fize,  with  a  place  cut  out  for  the 
neck,  and  a  hole  on  each  fide  to  thruft  the  arms  through.  There 
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are  fome  of  &cm  entirely  black ;  others  of  them  are  ftriped  red 
and  black ;  and  fome  black  .and  white.  They  are  made  of  a 
rnixture  of  goats  and  camels  hair,  and  are  excellent  prefervatives 
againft  rain. 

*  Their  manner  of  living  is  extrernely  fimple  and  frugal.  Hav- 
ing kneaded  fome  oatmeal  in  a  wooden  trough,  and  formed  it 
into  balls  about  the  fize  of  both  one's  two  fift^,  they  make,  their 
camels  f wallow  it,  and  then  prepare  fome  for  themfelves,  which 
they  put  under  the  afhes.  When  it  is  half  baked,  they  mix  it 
with  honey  and  new  wine,  make  it  into  fmall  balls  by  preffing  it 
in  thejr  hands,  and  eat  it  with  much  relifli.  A  few  dates,  cheefe, 
and  curdled  milk,  generally  terminate  their  repafts. 

c  Thefe  Arabs  move  their  tents  feveral  times  in  a  year,  iq  ' 
order  that  they  may  procurp  abundant  paftures  for  their  flocks  ; 
but  they  generally  return,  after  a  certain  period,  to  the  fpots 
which  they  ufually  inhabit.  They  are  fmall  of  ftature,  extremely 
meagre,  and  have  a  quick  piercing  eye,  and  a  dark  complexion. 
Pif&rent  tribes  have  a  government  of  their  own.  Each  father 
of  a  family  adminifters  juftice  to  thofe  who  are  under  him  ;  but 
yrhen  any  affairs  of  importance,  fuch  as  the  time  when  they  ought 
to  fet  out  on  their  march,  or  in  what  manner  they  muft  defend 
themfelves  from  their  enemies,  are  to  be  difcuiled,  it  is  done  in  ar* 
aflembly  of  old  people,  who  meet  for  that  purpofe.  The  plun~ 
dering  Arabs  form  particular  tribes,  who  are  remarkably  turbu- 
lent and  unruly.  They  continually  exercife  pillage,  and  render 
themfelves  formidable  to  caravans,  and  to  the  peaceful  inhabi- 
tants of  the  defart.' 

Nations  which  rob  each  other  always  carry  on  their  rapine 
under  the  pretence  of  juftice.  The  people  of  the  North,  per- 
fuaded  that  the  earth  belonged  equally  to  all  men,  difturbed  in 
their  poffeffions  the  inhabitants  of  milder  climates;  t}ie  Maltefe 
corfairs  make  flaves  of  the  Turks  and  Moors  becaufe  they  are 
Mahometans;  and  the  latter  would  not  reduce  fuch  of  the 
Genoefe  and  Neapolitans  as  they  take  prifoners  to  the  fame 
fituation,  were  they  not  Chriftians :  fo  true  it  is  that  men,  blinded 
by  prejudice,  will  endeavour  to  throw  the  veil  of  equity  ami  re- 
ligion over  the  moil;  iniquitous  practices.  The  pretences  of 
the  Arab  plunderers  are,  however,  more  fpecious,  for  they 
confider  themfelves  as  defcended  from  IfhmaeJ,  and  on  that  ac- 
count make  no  fcruple  of  robbing  caravans,  and  pillaging  their 
neighbours.  Every  one  knows  that  Ifihmael  was  difinherited  by 
Abraham,  who  banifhed  bim  to  the  defart  with  bis  mother. 
Thefe  Arabs,  therefore,  lay  claim  to  the  inheritance  of  their  fa-, 
ther*  and  endeavour  to  recover  from1  the  children  of  Ifaac  the 
wealth  of  which  the  patriarch  deprived  his  eldeft  fon. 

At 
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As  thc(e!fljmaelites  are  very  numerous,  it  is  exceedingly  daa* 
gerous  to  crofs  the  <tefart  5  and  travellers  are  under  the  neceffitjr 
of  waiting  for  the  caravans  which  go  to. Aleppo,  Damafcus, 
Bagdad,  and  Bufforah,  three  or  four  times  every  year,  and  return 
as  often  in  fucceflicn.  Thofe  who  think  the  pace  of  the  camels, 
too  fatiguing,  or  who  are  afraid  of  mounting  upon  their  backs, 
make  ufe  of  a  couple  of  balkets,  in  one  of  which  they  place 
themieives,  and  put  their  baggage  into  the  other,  to  prefer ve  ari 
equilibrium,  in  cafe  there  are  not  two.  As  thefe  balkets  ace  co- 
vered, they  may  by  this  mode  be  well  fheltered  from  the  heat  of 
the  fun ;  but  thofe  who  choofe  to  go  to  greater  expence,  hire  a 
tartar  ouan^  which  is  a  kind  of  .box  placed  upon  a  litter,  carried 
by  two  camels :  this  is  the  eafieft  manner  of  travelling  in  the  de-  . 
(art  when  one  follows  the  caravans. 

4  The  continual  fufpicion  which  the  Arabs  entertain  of  each 
other  makes  them  employ  every  precaution  to  (ecu re  a  fafe  paf- 
fage  through  the  defart.  For  this  purpofe  they  carefully  obferve 
the  traces  of  thofe  animals  which  have  /pafied  before  them,  and 
form  the  niceft  conje&ures  refpecling  the  route  which  their  con-* 
du&ors  may  have  purfued.  Their  dung  is  above  all  a  kind  of 
thermometer,  which  feldom  deceives  them  in  calculating  the 
time  that  may  have  elapfed  iince  their  paffage.  Sometimes  they 
afcend  little  hills  and  eminences  to  fee  whether  there  are  any  of 
their  countrymen  in  the  plains  j  and  fometimes  they  Men  with 
their  ears  clofe  to  the  ground,  for  in  the  night  time  they  can 
hear  at  a  great  diftance  the  found  of  feet,  when  any  of  the  plun- 
derers mounted  upon  mares,  becaufe  they  never  neigh,  are 
coming  to  rob  them. 

*  Thofe  who  crofs  the  defart  from  Aleppo  to  Buffbrah  dread 
more,  during  the  heats  of  fummer,  a  peftilential  wind  which  pre- 
vails from  Moflul  over  all  the  furface  of  Mefopotamia.  The 
fulphureous  mountains  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Tigris,  and 
the  bitumen  produced  near  the  Euphrates,  give  us  reafon  to  be- 
lieve that  the  noxious  quality  of  this  wind  is  occasioned  by  the 
vapours  and  exhalations  which  proceed  from  them.  The  inftin& 
of  the  camels,  which  ftoop  with  their  heads  to  the  earth,  fore- 
warns their  condu&ors  of  the  danger  which  threatens  them. 
This  wind,  which  announces  itfelf  by  a  great  heat,  and  which 
comes  on  in  violent  gufts,  does  not  approach  nearer  the  earth 
than  three  feet.  All  thofe  who  remain  in  an  upright  pofition 
are  {lifted  in  a  moment ;  but  thofe  who  have  the  pretence  hi 
mind  to  ftretch  themfeives  out  on  the  ground,  even  if  they  do 
not  cover  their  heads,  experience  no  other  inconvenience  but 
that  or  being  thrown  into  an  abundant  perfpiration,  from  Which 
they  are  freed  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  minutes.  Th£  effe&s  of 
this  terrible  wind  are  fo  fudden  that  when  a  man  is  (tilled  by  it 
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his  limbs  inftantly  fell  to  pieces,  and  are  converted  into  tfuft/ 
This  is  rather  a  wonderful  circumftance ;  but  as  the  prefent  is 
the  age  of  wonders,  and  as  our  countryman  Mr.  Bruce  has  feen 
fo  many  of  them,  we  (hall  leave  our  readers  to  make  their  own 
comment  on  it. 

Every  perfon  in  the  leaft  acquainted  with  hiftory  knows  that 
the  founder  of  the  Mahometan  religion  was  born  at  Mecca,  the 
capital  of  Arabia  the  happy;  thus  named  on  account  of  the  ri- 
vers which  water  it,  and  render  it  more  fertile  than  the  defart,  or 
Arabia  the  ftony.  In  defcribing  the  former  our  author  takes 
occalion  to  give  fome  account  of  Mahomet,  and  of  the  religions 
tenets  embraced  by  his  followers. 

1  Mahomet,'  fays  he,  c  who  was  a  conqueror,  a  monarch,  a 
legiflator,  and,  a  pontiff,  was  without  doubt  a  great  man.  The 
Coran,  which  contains  his  precepts,  is  a  collection  of  civil  and, 
religious  laws,  confidered  as  a  guide  both  in^civil  and  religious 
matters  to  all  thofe  whoprofefs  Mahometanifm.  • 

*  The  fundamental  principle  of  this  religion  is  the  exiftence 
of  one  eiernal  God,  all  powerful,  and  the  creator  of  every  thing 
that  exifts.  In  this  manner  does  he  who  is  falfely  accufed  of 
not  being  able  to  write,  define  the  Deity.  His  morality  is  com- 
prehended in  the  following  few  words :  give  to  him  who  takes 
from  you,  pardon  thofe  who  offend  you,  and  do  good  to  all  with- 
out diftindtion.  That  ambition  which  is  natural  to  thofe  who 
have  an  opportunity  of  indulging  it,  made  him  mix  a  multitude 
of  abfurdities  with  the  new  religion  which  he  wifhed  to  efta- 
bliflj ;  and  his  imagination,  fometimes  difordered,  added  to  the 
enthufiaftic  defire  of  being  the  chief  of  a  nation  of  believers, 
occafioned  all  thofe  anachronifms  which,  are  found  in  the  Coran, 
compiled  from  the  laws  of  Mofes,  and  the  books  of  the  magi.' 

The  Mahometans  admit  an  eternal  paradife,  a  hell,  limited 
like  the  purgatory  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  angels,  evil  genii, 
a  refurredion,  and  a  general  judgment.  They  do  not  acknow- 
ledge Jefus  Chrift  as  the  Son  of  God,  but  they  call  him  the  di- 
vine breath,  which  affumed  a  body  in  the  womb  of  Mary  his 
mother,  who  conceived  without  knowing  a  man,  ami  brought 
forth  without  ceafing  to  be  a  virgin.  Jefus  Chrift  preached  trur 
morality,  and  Mahomet,  fay  they,  taught  the  true  form  of  wor- 
fhip;  Jience  that  expreffion  always  in  their  mouths,  there  is  onty 
me  God)  and  Mahomet  is  his  prophet. 

/  c  The  paradife  of  the  Mahometans  is  tfte  centre  of  all  their 
hopes ;  and  their  fovereign  happinefs  they  think  will  be  to  en- 
joy the  prefence  and  converfation  of  the  Supreme  Being*  It 
will  not  appear  at  all  aftonifjiine  that  Mahomet  ihould,  promife 
ejvery  pteafure  of  fenfe  to  a  people  who  inhabit  a  warm  climate, 
where  it  is  impofiible  to  be  continent,  and  that  he  ihould  allure 
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his  difciples  that  vthey  would  enjoy  the  company  of  beautiful  vir- 
gins to  all  eternity. 

4  Mahomet,  well  knowing, the  rcfpeft  which  the  Arabs  have 
for  the  tomb  of  Iflimael  at  Mecca,  obliged  all  his  followers  to 
vifit  it  once  in  their  life-time ;  or,  if  they  could  not  difcharge 
this  duty,  to  leave  a  certain  fum  at  their  death  to  defray  the  ex- 
pences  of  thofe  who  might  do  it  for  them.  Thofe  who  have 
been  five  or  fix  times  on  this  pilgrimage  cannot  be  put  to  death 
for  any  crime  whatever ;  but  this  privilege  does  not  fecure  them 
from  perpetual  imprifonment.  When  the  pilgrims  arrive  within 
a  few  days  journey  of  Mecca,  they  purfue  their  courfe  on  foot, 
with  no  other  covering  but  a  piece  of  cloth  bound  round  their 
loins,  though  they  are  much  incommoded  by  the  heat  of  the 
fun  and  the  fcorching  fand  over  which  they  muft  travel. ,  Thofe 
who  go  on  a  pilgrimage  to  Medina  obferve  the  fame  refpeclful 
ceremony. 

4  Medina,  to  which  Mahomet  retired  when  perfecuted  by  his 
countrymen,  and  where  he  died  at  the  age  of  fixty-three,  was 
the  place  of  his  interment.  Some  have  pretended  that  his  body, 
enclofed  in  an  iron  coffin,  was  fufpended  from  the  roof  of  the 
tomb  by  means  of  a  loadftone,  which  he  placed  there  in  his 
life-time,  in  order  to  impofe  better  after  his  death  on  ignorant 
and  credulous  people ;  but  this  circumftance  is  entirely  void  of 
foundation.  Mahomet's  afhes  are  contained  in  a  magnificent 
maufoleum  of  marble,  covered  with  a  canopy  of  green  velvet, 
embroidered  with  gold,  and  ornamented  with  jewels  and  pearls  : 
it  is  furrounded  by  a  railing  of  mafly  filver  fix  feet  high.  Near  it 
is  the  tomb  of  Abubeker,  his  father-in-law  and  fucceflbx^  as 
well  as  thofe  of  Omar  and  Ofman,  who  came  after  him.  The 
mofque  containing  all  thefe  reliques  is  lighted  by  a  great  number 
of  lamps  of  mafly  gold ;  many  of  thefe  are  enriched  with  jeSvels, 
and  diiplay  the  magnificence  with  which  the  Mahometans,  and 
'  above  all  the  fultans,  have  thought  proper  to  -ornament  this  fa- 
cred  place  by  fending  prefents  thither  regularly  every  year. 
Medina  is  governed  by  a  prince  of  the  family  of  Mahomet. 
Mount  Sinai  is  alfo  an  objedt  of  veneration  to  the  Mahometans. 
On  their  return  from  Medina  they  honour  it  by  facrificing  a  few 
lambs  oh  the  fpot  where  God  appeared  to  Mofes,  arrayed  in  all 
the  majefty  of  his  power.' 

We  fhall  conclude  our  extracts  from  this  Work  with  the  au- 
thor's obfervations  on  that  dreadful  fcourge  the  plague,  which 
prevails  fo  much  in  Turkey,  and  fome  other  parts  of  the 
Eaft. 

c  M.  de  Volney/  fays  he,  c  aflerts  that  Conftantinople  pof- 

fefles  the  feeds  t>f  the  plague,  and  that  it  is  from  thence  conveyed^ 
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to  Egypt*  Among  the  differences  which  I  remarked  in  tht* 
deftruefcive  difeafe,  it  appeared  to  me  that  it  does  not  manifeft 
kfelf  equally  in  thofe  Countries  where  it  occafions  more  or  left 
ravage,  according  to  their  diftance  from  the  fpot  from  which  it 
has  proceeded.  Conftantinople  is  infeQed  with  it  at  all  times, 
which  is  owing  to  the  little  attention  paid  by  the  inhabitants  to 
fecure  themfelves  from  it.  The  parents  of  people  who  have 
died  of  this  diftemper  will  difcharge  the  laft  duties  to  them, 
handle  their  clothes  without  the  leatt  fear,  and  caufe  them  to  be 
fold  in  the  public  market.  The  perfon  who  purchafes  them 
carries  them  home  to  his  houfe,  and  depofits  in  a  trunk  or  coffer 
that  mortal  poifon  which,  on  the  firft  opportunity,  diffufes  hfetf 
abroad,  and  attacks  its  new  proprietor.  Winter  at  Conftan- 
tinople always  checks  the  progrefs  of  the  plague ;  and  it  has 
keen  remarked  at  Smyrna  that  the  great  heats  of  fummer  put  a 
ftop  to  it  entirely.  It  is  certain  that  it  always  exifts  at  Con- 
ftantinople, from  which  it  is  communicated  either  by  accident 
or  the  transportation  of  goods  all  over  the  Archipelago ;  but  the 
plague  of  Egypt  has  its  particular  centre  from  which  it  exhales 
with  more  or  lefs  violence  in  different  years.  I  have  heard  the 
people  of  Cyprus  fay  that  they  were  under  very  little  uneaiinefs 
refpe&ing  the  plague  of  Conftantinople,  lefs  dangerous  than 
that  of  Egypt,  which,  when  brought  from  Alexandria,  occafions 
three  times  the  deftru&ion  occafioned  by  the  former. 

*  This  fcourge,  however,  will  ftill  be  permanent  in  Maho- 
metan countries.  Predeftination,  admitted  by  all  the  followers 
of  Mahomet,  and  which  caufes  them  to  believe  the  decrees  of 
fete -to  be  irrevocable,  will  always  make  them  negle&  thofe  pre- 
cautions employed  by  the  Europeans  to  fecure  themfelves  from 
the  ravages  of  the  plague. 

*  The  danger  of  approaching  people  attacked  by  the  plague 
has  always  prevented  phyficians  from  ftudying  the  caufe  of  mis 
difeafe,  which  they  treat  differently,  without  knowing  its  fymp- 
toms  and  the  remedies  proper  to  check  its  effeds.  Sometimes 
a  perfon  drops  down  dead  on  receiving  an  infe&ed  nofegay  from 

-  one  entirely  free  from  the  difteinper ;  but  though  llmple  touch- 
ing  is  fufEcient  to  communicate  the  plague,  it  often  happens 
that  whole  families  efcape  it,  even  after  having  been  employed 
in  taking  care  of  thofe  who  were  fick  of  it. 

*  The  Europeans  feldom  efcape  it,  becaufe  they  are  more 
frightened  than  the  Orientals,  who  fay  that  the  beft  method  of 
Avoiding  it  is  not  to  be  apprehenfive  of  it.  Thofe,  indeed,  who 
are  attacked,  feeing  themfelves  abandoned  by  their  deareft  friends, 
and  even  their  neareft  relations,  and  finding  themfelves  con- 
fined in  an  hofpital,  where  they  feem  to  be  deftined  for  the  grave, 

their 
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their  Frightened  imaginations  increafe  thefr  delirium,  Are  idea 
of  death  conftantly  hovers  round  them,  and  they  at  length  fall 
victims  to  their  terror/ 


MONTHLY      CATALOGUE 
for     OCTOBER     1790* 

MISCELLANEOUS* 

Art.  14.  The  Little  Freeholder ;  a  Dramatic  Entertainment 9  in.Tw* 
jifis.  Small  8vo.  is.  Guthrie,  Edinburgh  \  Murray,  London* 
1790. 

THE  freehold  cottage  of  a  poor  taylor  obftru&ing  Lord  Montor- 
gueil's  profpect,  his  lordihip,  after  attempting  in  vain  to  prevail 
on  the  taylor  to  difpofe  of  his  property,  hires  an  old  artilleryman,  who 
is  a  bricklayer,  to  remove  the  hovel,  with  all  its  contents,  and  to  re- 
build it  on  the  common.  Blaft  executes  his  orders ;  and  Snip  the 
taylor,  having  been  employed  at  MohtorgueiPs  caftle  while  the  oper- 
ations of  demohftiing  and  rebuilding  were  going  on,  is  at  laft  dif* 
miffed  on  the  evening  of  their  completion,  his  head  fluffed  by  BJaft 
with  ideas  of  witches  and  enchantments.  After  wandering  all  night 
in  fearch  of  his  dear  freehold,  he  at  laft  finds  it  to  his  aftonifhment 
in  the  place  where  it  had  been  rebuilt  by  Blaft.  Lord  Montorgueil, 
finding  he  had  done  an  illegal  action,  commiifions  the  artilleryman 
to  compromife  the  matter,  and  the  independent  taylor  at  laft  confents, 
with  fome  reluctance,  to  let  his  freehold  cottage  remain  where  his 
lordihip  had  chofen  to  place  it,  on  being  paid  one  hundred  guineas, 
with  right  of  common  for  fix  pigs  and  twelve  geefe. 

Such  is  the  fable  of  this  little  drama.  The  characters  are  natural, 
properly  contrafted,  and  well  fupported.  As  all  the  characters,  ex- 
cepting Lord  Montorgueil,  are  of  the  lower  rank  of  life,  humour, 
rather  than  wit,  feems  to  have  been  the  object  of  the  author*  in  the 
attainment  of  this  object  we  think  he  has  been  fucce&ful.  The  per- 
formance, it  is  true,  is  only  a  fketch  ;  but  it  is  the  fketch  of  an  artift 
who  appears  capable  of  executing  greater  things. 

It  is  faid,  we  know  not  on  what  foundation,  that  this  jeu  fefprit 
is  the  production  of  a  Scotch  gentleman,  well  known  in  the  literary 
world  by  his  hiftorical  and  antiquarian  refearches ;  nor  is  it*  as  an 
amufement,  and  relaxation  from  feverer  ftudics,  unworthy  of  his  pen. 
'  Nefue  femfer  arcum  tendit  ApolUS 


Art. 
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Art.  15.     The  Follies  of  St.  Jamu's-Strett.    Small  8vo.    2  vols* 
5s.    Lane.    London,  1789. 

This  novel  is,  for  the  moft  part,  of  the  common  ftamp,  not  rifing 
above,  or  finking  below,  mediocrity.  But  the  moft  finking  part  is 
the  defcription  of  fome  characters  in  a  village  about  four  miles  fouth 
of  the  metropolis.  We  (hall  not  take  upon  us  to  determine  how  far 
>  thefe  defcriptions  are  juft,  or  what  provocation  the  author  had  for 
fuch  perfonalities  %  but  in  general  we  may  obferve  that  If  fome  few 
-  cf  the  more  obfcure  names  fhould  remain  unknown  to  all  but  the  in- 
habitants  of  Clapham,  Mr.  Cinnamon,  Mr.  Grains,  Mr,  Thornhill 
the  Methodift,  &c.  Set.  are  fo  plain  that  thofe  who  run  may  read, 
and  fo  roughly  treated,  as  we  (hould  hardly  fufpect  any  condud,  in 
fuch  refpectable  families,  could  jultify. 

Art.  16.     Suicide  1  a  Differtation.     4to.  is.  6d.    Hayes.     London, 

1790. 

Should  any  of  our  readers  be  in  doubt  about  mooting  themfelves 
in  the  courie  of  November,  we  would  very  much  caution  them 
againft  reading  this  differtation.  We  mean  not  to  accufe  the  author 
of  any  bad  intention,  but  are  only  fearful  of  the  confequences  of  a 
dull  book  on  a~  dull  day  to  a  mind  previoufly  difpofed  to  melancholy 
and  an  indifference  to  life. 

Art.  17.  The  Theatre;  a  Dida&ic  Eflayy  including  an  Idea  of  the 
Char -after  of  Jane  Shore,  as  performed  fy  a  young  Lady  in  a  private 
Play,  fcfe.  &V.     By  Samuel  White.     8vo.    Printed  in  Dublin. 

This  performance  exhibits  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  theatre 
and  theatrical  characters,  and  is  not  deficient  in  that  bold  and  ner- 
vous conception  which  fo  nearly  approximates  to  the  genuine  infpi- 
ration  of  poetry.  The  following  apoilrophe  to  Shakefpeare  is  both 
juft  and  animated : 

*  Immortal  bard !  whofe  heaven  illumm'd  mind 
Comprised  the  volume  of  all  human  kind, 
Pierc'd  at  a  glance  extended  nature  through,    ♦ 
Her  worlds  exhaufted,  and  develop'd  new ; 
Bade  viewlefs  nothing" into  being  ftart, 
And  rul'd  at  will  the  captivated  heart ; 
Unlike  the  lordlings  of  fucceeding  days, 
Who  ravage  nations,  or  who  pilfer  bays, 
Defpis'd  while  living,  and  in  death  their  name 
Damn'd  to  oblivion,  or  more  damn'd  in  fame: 
How  have  thy  facred  pages  been  defaced, 
Tortur'd  at  prefs,  and  on  the  ftage  difgrae'd ! 
Shall  I  once  more,  a  lofs  I've  long  deplor'd, 
Behold  thee,  Shakefpeare,  to  thy  rights  reftor'd  ? 
Shall  I,  O  fafhion!  faftiion!  erer  again 
See  thee,  fweet  bard !  in  wonted  fplendonr  reign  ? 
Ah  no,  fweet  bard  I  I  never  fhall  fee  more  ' 
What  I  have  feen,  and  ever  fhall  deplore. 

J  Farewell 
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Farewell  the  myftic  fong,  the  potent  fpell, 

Ye  more  than  mortal  Agencies,  farewell! 

Strive,  ridicule,  and  reafon  as  they  may, 

Witlings  will  rife,  and  dunces  have  their  day. 

Thrown  on  the  fherf  poor  banim'd  Romeo  lies, 

And  in  the  tomb  forgotten  Juliet  dies ; 

Macbeth  no  more  his  air-form'd  dagger  draws,      "  « 

Which  bloodier  tyrants  plunder  with  applaufe.' 

Tfiis  little  publication  is  alfo  valuable  for  the  information  it  com- 
municates of  the  private  bon  ton  theatricals  which  are  cultivated  in 
our  filler  kingdom. 

A  R  T.  1 8.  A  Plea  for  the  Poor ;  or,  Remarks  on  the  Price  of  Protifions 
and  the  Pea/ant's  Labour,  thp  Bounties  dllcnied  on  the  Exportation  of 
Corn,  ejpexialfy  Wheat ;  with  Propofals  for  their  Amendment.  By 
Robert  Applegartb.     8vo.  6d.     Richardibn.     London,  1790. 

In  this  fenfible  little  performance  Mr.  Applegarth,  whom  we  have 
before  had  occafion  to  {peak  of  with  refped,  calls  the  attention  of 
the  public  to  the  increased  price  of  provifions,  while  that  of  labour 
bears  no  fort  of  proportion  to  it.  He  obferves  too,  with  much  pro* 
priety,  that  how  little  foever  fome  may  fancy  the  peafantry  entitled  • 
to  their  notice,  it  may  be  worth  their  while  to  confider,  that  as  poor 
living  is  generally  attended  with  an  inattention  to  cleanlinefs,  and  as 
thefe  two  combined  never  fail  to  produce  difeafe,  what  has  been  ge- 
nerated in  a  ftarved  cottage  may  reach  the  gilded  palaces  of  the  rich. 
And  though  he  much  approves  the  regard  that  has  been  lately  (hewn 
to  our  fable  brethren,  yet  this,  he  conceives,  fhould  not  leflen  our  at- 
tention to  the  children  of  John  Bull. 

By  keeping  bread  at  a  price  as  nearly  equal  as  poflible,  the  aur 
thor  .conceives  other  provifions  would,  in  great  meafure,  preferve 
their  level :  with  this  view  he  propofes  that,  inftead  of  a  bounty  of 
fi?e  (hillings  per  quarter  on  all  wheat  exported  when  the  price  is  be- 
low 44/.  per  quarter,  the  following  regulations  mould  take  place : 

That  ioj>  per  quarter  fhould  be  allowed  as  a  bounty  on  exporta- 
tion when  corn  is  under  20s.  the  quarter. 

7/.  6d.  when  at  20/.  and  upwards,  but  under  26s. 

5/.  when  at  26/.  and  upwards,  but  under  32s. 

2s.  6d.  when  at  32/.  and  upwards,  but  under  38/. 

With  liberty  to  export  without  bounty  when  at  38/.  and  upwards*, 
but  under  40/. 

When^t  40/.  and  upwards  to  44/.  a  duty  of  6V.  per  quarter  on 
exportation. 

At  44/.  and  upwards  the  exportation  to  be  prohibited,     "I  as  is  at 

At  48/.  the  ports  to  be  open  for  importation  on  a  low  ;  prefcnt 
doty.  I  the  cafe. 

It  muft>be  allowed  by  all  reafonable  people  that  if  5/.  be  thought 
afafficient  bounty  when  wheat  is  at  20/.  it  muft  be  too  great  when  at 
43*.  nf^.  and  vice  uerfa,  becaufe  the  obje&  is,  among  others,  to 
keep  the  commodity,  as  near  as  poflible,  at  a  ftanding  price.  In- 
deed, the  encouragement  of  exportation,  under  many  circumftances, 

tNC.aiv.  vol.  xvi.  oct.  1790*  ^  1S    *, 
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is  fo  neceffary  for  the  fanner,  as  well  as  to  increafe  oar  number  of 
feamen,  that  Mr.  Applegarth  feems  among  the  firft  to  applaud  the 
institution.  But  our  increafed  population,  he  conceives,  muft  in- 
creafe our  confumption  fo  much  as  to  render  the  old  duty  improper. 
With  fubmiffion,  we  conceive  his  former  arguments  much  the  moft 
conclusive;  for  the  increafe  in  the  growth  of  corn  will  be  allowed 
greatly  jto  exceed  our  increafed  population.  But  it  is  generally  ad- 
mitted the  people  of  England  make  bread  a  more  confiderable  article 
of  diet  than  formerly.  However  this  may  be,  the  comparative  ftate- 
ment  of  the  price  of  labour  and  provisions,  within  the  laft  forty  years, 
is  an  unequivocal  proof  that  the  fubje&  calls  aloud  for  redrefs ;  and  - 
that  as  long  as  the  prefent  difproportion  remains,  we  muft  neither 
,  wonder  at  the  height  of  our  poor's -rate,  nor  the  frequent  inftances 
of  theft  among  the  foldiery. 

Art.  19.  John  and  Martin;  a  poetical  Dialogue  on  the  prffpofed  Repeal 
of  the  Te/l  Aft.  To  which  is  added y  by  the  fame  Author  y  a  pqftoral 
Seng  en  his  Majefys  late  happy  Recovery. ,  4X0.  is.  3d.  Evans. 
London,  179c.  . 

There  is  merit  in  thefe  doggerels.  The  debate  is  carried  on  with 
abundance  of  fpirit,  and  fome  chara&eriftic  propriety,  by  the  advo- 
cates for  their  refpeclive  parties,  pn  both  fides.  The  jet  of  the  ar- 
gument, which  has  been  fo  much  bandied  about  among  the  adherents 
of  the  church,  or  her  antagonifts,  is  here  delivered  with  great  con- 
1  cifenefs  and  force.  The  author  has  very  happily  enlivened' his  dia- 
,  logue  with  fome  original  humour,  which  renders  it  as  pleafipg,  as  it  is 
inftrucYive.  ,  His  congratulatory  ode  on  his  majefty's  recovery  is,  in 
our  opinion,,  a  very  inferior  production.  Indeed,  this  fpecies  of  verfe 
never  fucceeds  fo  well  in  ferious  as  in  comic  or  burlefo^ue  com- 
pofnion. 

'  Art.  20.     Authentic  Account  of  the  Barbarities  lately  praQifkdby  the 

Monfler ;  being  an  unprecedented  and  unnatural  Specie!  of  Cr4eky  ex- 

ercifed  by  a  Set  of  Men  upon  defencelefs  and  generally  band/otic  Women* 

With  the  public  Meafures  adopted  on  the  Ocea/ion>  and  inckSng  the 

.  Trial  of  Rertwick  Willi a?ns.  8vo.  28.^.  Bladon.  Londoner  ^90. 

The  barbarities  related  in  this  pamphlet  have  formerly  been  pub- 
lilhed  in  the  daily  papers,  at  different  times.  Whether  aft  oT  them 
be  really  authentic,  is  a  queftion  which  may  admit  of  fome  doubt;  as 
uiay  likewife  the  idea  of  their  having  been  perpetrated  by  a  plurality 
of  men.  They  are  of  a  lingular  nature ;  and,  as  fuch,  it  is  myre  rea- 
fonable  to  afcribe  them  to  the  f^vage  vvantonnefs  and  d)abo)1caI  ca- 
price of  a  iingle  individual.  It  will,  however,  appear  ftrarige,  if, 
when  defignedty  td  cut  one's  clothes  i»  deemed  by  the  law*  ad  acl  of 
felony,  yet,  to  cut  one's  perfon,  by  previously  penetrstfog^heXstethes, 
fiiould  be  adjudged  a  non-defcript  tranfgreffion,  and  be  heldurte&dtte- 
able  by  the  famfc  ftatute.  But  let  us  remember  that,  in  tfeg^tibie  of 
Cicero,  there  was  nokwin  the  Roman  code  agakft  p&rHeidfc;  the 
unnatural  crime  having,  till  then,  be,en  utterly  unknownam^njfft  that 
people.  ..lobn'  v! 
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Ax,T.  21.  The  Lawef  Ma/brs  and  Sir  vents  confidered.  With  Ob- 
fervations  on  a  -Bill  intended  to  be  offered  to  Parliament 9  to  prevent  the 
forging  end  counterfeiting  of  Certificatee  and  Servants  Cbamclers. 
fonuiiek  is  -added,  oh  Actount  of  a  Society  formed  for \i be  Increafe 
and Bncouragmm  of  good  Servants.  By  J.  huntmgford,  Gent,  8ecreT 
t*ry*f  the  Society.    8vo;  2  8.  6d.  fewed.   Brook.  London,  1790. 

To  prevent  impofition  in  the  recommendation  of  fervants,  and  to 
render  them  more  dutiful  and  careful  in  their  various  Rations,  are 
objects  of  no  foiall  importance  to  the  interefts  and  happinefs  of  the 
community.  The  plan  fuggefted  in  this  pamphlet  appears  to  be  well 
calculated  for  the  purpofe ;  and,  when  fully  digeiied  and  matured, 
will  merit  the  attention  of  parliament.  In  the  mean  time,  great 
praife  is  due  to  the  publie-fpirited  and  beneficent  fociety  which  en- 
deavours to  promote  fo  laudable  and  ufeful  an  iniUtution. 

medical. 

ART.  22.  A  Treatife  on  Putrid  Inteftinal  Remitting  Fevers ;  in  vohicb 
the  Laws  of  the  Febrile  State  and  Sol- Lunar  Influence  being  invefti gated 
and  defined*  are  applied  to  explain  the  Nature  oftbe  various  Forms, 
Crifis,  and  other  Phenomena  of  thefe  Fevers ;  and  thence  is  deduced 
and  htftituted  an  improved  Method  of  curing  them,.  By  Francis 
Balfour,  M.  D.  S.  R.  M.  £.  S.  H.  8vo.  boards,  6s.  Smellie. 
Edinburgh,  1790. 

The  operation  of  planetary  influence,  in  various  difeafes  of  the 
human  body,  is  a  doctrine  which  has  often  .been  advanced,  but  never 
fatisfactorily  demonftrated  by  medical  writers.  Dr.  Balfour  endeavours 
to  eftablifh  the  opinion  of  its  reality,  particularly  in  remitting  fevers. 
With  this  view  he  nas  conftructec^a  number  of  theorems,  in  which  he 
connects  the  influence  of  the  fun  and  moon,  with  certain  periodical 
revolutions  of  the  difeafes  abovementioned.  His  clinical  obfervations 
appear, to  have  been  made  at  Calcutta,  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  we 
doqbt  not,  from  the  judgment  he  difcovers,  that  they  are  fufliciently 
accurate  ;  though,  at  the  fame  time,  we  cannot,  even  from  the  repeated 
coiacidence  of  the  cireumftances  which  he  remarks,  be  induced  to 
afcfibe*the  effects  exclufively  to  planetary  influence.  May  they  not  pro- 
ceed from  internal  caufes,  peculiar  to  the  nature  of  remitting  fevers  ? 
Requt&ng  and  intermitting  fevers  frequently  interchange  with  each 
other Vand  therefore  why  mould  they  not  be  fubjefted  to  fimilar  in- 
fl^nce  ?  Yet  we  cannot  account  for  the  return  of  the  paroxyfms  in 
the  iStter,  by  any  regular  influence  of  the  planets.  On  the  whole, 
BrVlfilfour's  hypothefis  is  fupported  with  ingenuity ;  but  we  think 
it  ratlier  fanciful  than  well  founded. 

AtTn-a^*  The  New  Family  Herbal;  or,  Dome/He  Phyfician,:  enur 
^crating,  voitb  accurate  Befcriptions,  all  the  known  Fegetables  -which  are 
**yLima$  remarkable  for  Medical  Efficacy  $  with  an  Aetount  of  their 
V&fy4$  mjhifeveml  Difeafes  incident  to  the  fluman  Frame*  lUufirated 
itfAk [Figures, of  the  moft  remarkable  Plants,  accurately  delineated  and 
**m#!i%d<  JiyWfillievn  J^jrick,  Surgeon.  8vq.  boards,  7  §,  Baldwin. 
London,  1790. 

The  defign  of  this  work  is  to  furnifh  fuch  a  fyftem  of  botanical 
knowledge  as  may  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  private  families,  in  the  right 

U  2  application 
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'  application  of  herbs  to  the  cure  of  dtfeafes.  It  being  indiipenkbly 
requisite,  in  fuch  an  undertaking,  that  the  various  herbs,  fhould  be 
accurately  defcribed,  the  author  appears  to  have  b.eftowed  due  pains 
towards  the  ascertainment  of  their  identity ;  and,  befides  a  number  of 
plates,  well  executed,  and  the  Englifh  appellations  of  their  feveral 
plants,  he  has  given  the  Latin  generic  and  trivial  names  of  Linnaeus, 
with  the  clafs  and  order  to  which  they  belong,  in  the  fyftem  of  that 
celebrated  naturaliit.    With  regard  to  the  fuppofed  virtues  of  the 

.  plants,  Mr.  M eyrie k  feems  to  found  his  opinion,  in  general,  on  re- 
sectable authorities  ;  but,  in  conformity  to  the  common  practice  of 
botanical  writers,  he  has,  perhaps,  afcribed,  to  many  of  the  herbs,, 
much  greater  medicinal  qualities  than  they  actually  poflfeis,  The 
work,  however,  affords  a  comprehend ve  fyitcm  on  the  fubject,  and, 
as  fuch,  may  prove  ufeful. 

Art.  2^.     An  Efay  on  the  Prefervation  of  the  Health  of  Perfons em* 
ployed  in  Agriculture,  and  on  the  Cure  of  Dtfeafes  incident  to  that  Way 
of  Life.      By  William  Falconer,  M.D.  F.  R.  $.     8vo.   is.  6d.   . 
Pilly.     London,  1789. 

There  is  no  clafs  of  men  of  greater  importance  to  fociety,  than 
that  which  is  employed  in*agriCult#e  ;  and  the  prefervation  of  their 
health  muft  therefore  he  an  object  highly  worthy  of  attention.  It 
fortunately  happens,  indeed,  that  the  occupation  of  agriculture  is  in 
general  beneficial  to  the  health :  but  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  and  often  from  its  fudden  vidiflitudes,  it  proves  likewife 
foe  caufe  of  difeafes.  In  the  effay  now  before  us,  t)r.  Falconer  has 
treated  the  fubjett  with  much  medical  ability,  and  has  made  a  va- 
riety of  ufeful  obfervations,  both  prophylactic^id  curative.  He 
very  properly  addrefles  the  work  to  thofe  who  enTpfcy  the  perfons  for 
whofe  immediate  ufe  the  cautions  are  principally  intended,  rather 
thah  to  attempt  to  instruct  the  people  themfelves.  In  the  application 
of  his  advices,  however,  he  feems  to  place  much  dependence  or  the 
humarfity  of  the  beneficed  clergy ;  and  certainly,  next  to  the.  o^ie 
difcharge  of  their  facred  function,  they  could  not  employ  themfelves 
more  beneficently  than  by  endeavouring,  as  much  as  poifirJe,  to 
carry  into  effect  the  ufeful  precepts  delivered  by  the  judicious  cutter 
of  the  prefent  effay. 

,   POLITICAL. 

AfcT.  25.  Cur  fry  Peflefiions  on  Public  Men  and  Public  Manner*  en 
the  Continent.  In  a  Letter  to-  d  friend,  8vo.  zs.  6d,  Stoctdaje. 
London,  1790.  .  . 

..  Tfcefe  Reflections  relate  chiefly  to  the  late  revolution  in  the  TreucH 
jjOMCrajKient,  and  the  revolt  in  the  Auftrian  Netherlands.  iThe'airthor 
appears  to  be  a  zealous  afTertor  of  the  caufe  of  public  freedbitfVbttt 
iome  time  having  elapfed  flnce  the  reflections  were  written,,  the  po- 
litics pn  the  continent  have  taken  a  turn,  lefs  favourable  to  the  efta- 
rtfrffioient  of  a  demOcratical  power  in  Brabant,  than  there  was  -before 
rcaM  to  expects  %   \ -^** 
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*  *  T.  26.    A  Letter  from  lord  tie  Clifford  to  the  'worthy  and  independent 
Elc&ors  of  the  Town  of  Downpatrick.    $vo.  i  s.  Debrett.   London, 

1790.      s 

In  a  letter  addreffed  to  a  body  of  ele&orvwe  expected  to  have 
met  with  an  enumeration  of  fervices  rendered,-  or  at  leaft  promifed, 
for  favours  requcfted.  Inftead  of  this  the  Burghers  are  entertained 
with  an  account  of  a  correfpondence  between  the  De  Clifford  family, 
Lord  Down/hire,  and  a  Mr.  Price.  Even  here  we  were  in  hope^  to 
have  found,  that  the  only  emulation,  among  thefe  elevated  charac- 
ters, would*  be  which  could  render  the  greate ft  fervicea  to  their 
country,  and  to  the  town  of  Downpatrick.  IJut  all  we  have  met 
with  is  the  jockeyfhip  of  election  — profeffions  of  mutual  regard,  and 
a  defire  to  prefer ve  the  harmony  exifting  between  the  different  fa- 
milies. So  entirely  are  the  burghers  forgotten,  in  this  negociation, 
that  we  were  at  a  lofs  to  know  whether  the  correfpondence  was-car- 
rjied  on  for  the  purpofe  of  treating  for  a  biftioprick,  a  freehold  eftate, 
or  fome  fuch  transferable  property,  till  his  Lordlhip  fums  up  the 
whple  bufinefs,  in  the  following  conclufiort :— V  And  I  beg  leave  to 
affure  you.,  that  in  all  fitifttions  £e  real  intereft  and  profperity  of  the 
town  of  Downpatrick  mall  be  the  conftant  and  peculiar  object  of  roy 
tare/' 

Without  giving  ourfelves  the  trouble  of  confidering  which  party 
was  the  moft  infincere  in  this  difhoneft  traffic,  we  would  juft  aft.  the 
Writer  of  the  prefent  letter,  whether  his  Conclufioits  to  a  body  means 
any  thing  more  than  the  profeffions  of  Lord,Hillfb6fough  to  himfelfi 
as  an  individual.       ** 


Art.  27.  MifilmaneoHS  Propofals  for  increajing  our  National  Wealth* 
fcfr.  Twelve  Millions  *a  Tear ;  and  aifo  for  augmenting  the  Revenui 
without  a  new  Tax,  or  the  further  Extenjion  of  the  Extife  Laws.  Jjy 
Jvbn Donaldfm,  Efq.     8vo.  is.  6 d.     Murray.     London,  1790. 

"the  propofals  briefly  fpecified  in  this  pamphlet,  by  Mr.  Donaldibn, 
afe'hot  only  various,  but  all  of  them  of  a  nature  particularly  intereft* 
ing  to  the  public.  He  will  undertake,  for  inftance,  to  put  an  end-  to 
frftuggling,  to  prevent  houfe-breaking,*&c.  to  fupply  the  navy  with 
men  without  preffing,  to  put  the  fifheries  on  a  folid  foundation,  and,- 
in  a*word,  to  introduce,  into  the  fyftem  of  our  political  economy,  a 
number  of  improvements  of  great  importance  to  the  nation.  He  gives 
a  cfcaY  and  fhort  account  of  the  terms  upon  which  he  would  engage  in 
tfte  execution  of  thofe  arduous  proje&s ;  and  he  dedicates  the  whole 
to  the  minifter  of  Great  Britain,  who,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  will  pay 
to  propofals  of  fo  extraordinary  a  nature,  that  degree  of  attention 
which  feems  due  to  their  magnitude,  and  the  zeal  with  which  they 
are  recommended. 

A«t.  28.  Confederations  on  the  Political  Situation!  of  France,  Ghat 
Britain,  and  Spain,  at  the  prefint  Crijts.  Tranflated  from  *h  Trtno% 
ifc'M.  Dupont,  Deputy  from  Nemours  to  the  NqfW*al  JJemfdx  of 
France.     8vo.  is.     Bell.     London,  1790.  t  ^ 

Tri  literary  diipujtes   between    individuals,    we  have  often  had 

fKcafion  to  remark  the  intemperate  language  of  the?  different  parties, ; 

U  3  but 
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but  never  before,  in  any  national  caufe,  have  we  feen  fitch  up- 
candid  obfervations,  erroneous  a?  well  as  illiberal  afiertioos,  and  ar- 
rogant Invectives >  as  are  extbited  in  the  pamphlet  now  before  us.  M. 
Dupont  affecls  to  difcover,  in  $he  conduct  of  die  British  cabinet,  very 
different  motives  from  thofe  which  have  been  publicly  affigned  for  the 
naval  preparations  at  prefent  carrying  on  againft  Spain.  He  feems  to 
judge  of  Britifh  politics  by  an  imaginary  flandard  gratnitonfiy  adopted 
in  his  own  mind ;  and,  not  content  with  giving  the  lie  to  our  de- 
clarations, which  none  but  a  fceptic  could  doubt,  he  very  politely 
bids  defiance  to  the  utmoft  exertions  of  our  power.  Could  any 
thing  excite  the  Britifh  miniftry  to  the  hoflile  intentions  falfely  im- 
puted to  them  by  M.  Dupont  againft  his  own  country,  it  might  be 
the  ingratitude  which  hedifcovers  for  their  generous  forbearance  of 
all  interposition,  in  the  late  commotions  of  France.  But  we  muft  not 
•afcribe  to  the  majority  of  his  countrymen  fuch  fentknents  as  fuit  only 
with  the  indifcretion  of  an  intemperate  difputant;  and  we  would  re- 
commend to  M.  Dupont  to  referve  his  political  fagacity  towards  the 
preservation  of  a  yet  uneftablimed  conftitution,  which  may  be  greatly 
endangered,  but  never  can  be  confirmed,  by  a  profecution  of  the 
impolitic  meafures  he  fo  warmly  and  injudicioufly  fuggefts. 

Art.  29.     The  Conducl  of  the  "Parliament  of  1784,  confidered.     8vo. 
is.  6d.    Stockdale.     London,  1790.  t 

The  author  of  this  pamphlet  compares  the  Hate  of  the  nation, 
previoufly  to  the  meeting  of  the  laft  parliament,  with  that  which 
exifted  at  its  late  diflblution ;  and,  from  the  remarkable  contrail,  in- 
fers the  wifdom  and  ability  of  the  adminiftration  by  which  public 
affairs  have  been  condu&ed.  We  have, only  to  wifh  that  every 
future  *  parliament  may  be  diftinguifhed  with  an  equal  degree  of 
national  jprofperity . 

Art.  ^o.     A%  Letter  addrejfed  to  the  Honourable  Court  of  DireBors 
of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  &c.    containing  Propofals  for  printing 
a  Bfiftory  of  the  Revolutions  of  the  Empire  ofhdojian,from  the  eartiejf 
.  Agist 0  the  prefent*     8vo.  2  s.     Richardibn.     London,  1790. 
The  author  of  the  propofed  hiftory,  is  the  Rev.  Thomas  Maurice, 
A.  M.  late  of  Univerfky  College,  Oxford.     He  allures  the  public, 
'  in  an  advertifement,  that  the  work  fhall  be  conducted  with  the  ftri#eft 
impartiality,  in  regard  to  political  parties ;    and  there  will  be  pre- 
fixed to  it,  an  introductory  diflertation,  containing  an  inveftigatipn  of 
the  geography,  religion,  laws,  literature,  and  commerce,  of  ancient 
India,  and  contrafted  with  the  molt  authentic  llatements  on  that  fub- 
jec\  as  given  by  authors  of  a  recent  date.     It  is  pTopofed,  that  the 
<  whole  ifcalL  be  comprifed  in  three  volumes  oftavo ;  the  price  to  fub- 
fcribers  to  be  one  guinea. 

Art.  31.     A  Speech*  delivered  on  the  \gth  of  February,  1789,  i»/i* 
Houfe  of  lords  of  Ireland,  upon  the  Addrefs  to  his  Royal  Highntfs  jke 
Xt  Prhice  of  Wales.     By  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Mount morres^     8vQ.  is. 
JeiFery,     London,  1790. 

This  fpeech  relates  to'  the  affair  of  the  regency,  fb  warmly  agi- 
sted, iQth  in  the  Britifh  and  Irifb  parliaments,  during  theiindif- 
,  pofitioipf 
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pofition  of  our  fovcretgrt.  Lord  Mountmorres  feems  not  to  have 
been  folicitpus  of  amufing  his  hearers  with  the  tinfel  of  eloquence, 
but  he  adduces  ftrong  arguments,  and  numerous  examples,  for  en- 
forcing his  opinion ;  which  is,  that  the  crown  remained  on  the  head 
of  our  gracious  fovereign,  and  that  there  was  no  vacancy  in  the 
throne.  The  natural  conferences  of  this  political  do&rine  are  fuf- 
Jiciently  obvious. 

Art,  32.     Observations' on  Mr.  Dundas's  India  Budget*    8vo.   is.  6d» 
Debrett.     London,  1790. 

The  observations  contained  in  this  pamphlet  are  Similar  to  thole 
which  are  annually  made  on  Mr.  Dundas's  official  reprefentations  of 
the  flourilhing  ftate  of  our  Eaft-India  territories.  The  author  en-' 
deavours  to  combat  the  Statement  of  that  gentleman  with  regard  t(k 
ibme  points ;  but  we  cannot  consider  his  remarks  as  fufficiently  well 
founded;  and  every  circumftance  feems  to  confirm  that  the  adminif- 
tra^ion  of  affairs  in  the  Eaft-Indies  continues  to  be  highly  profperous. 
Mr»  Haftings  formed  the  model  of  the  great  political  ftru&ure ;  and 
Lord  Cornwallis  proceeds  vigoroufly  in  his  endeavours  to  accomplish 
the  fyftem.  x  ' 

Art.  33.  A  Speech  delivered  at  a  free  Conference  between  the  Honour  ~ 
able  tktrCouncil  and  AJfembly  of  Jamaica,  held  the  19th  of  Nov.  1789, 
an  the  Subje/i  of  Mr,  Wilberforceys  Proportions  in  theHoufe  of  Common* 
concerning  the  Slave  Trade.     By  Bryan  Edwards,  Efq*     fcvo.     2s* 

.   Debrett.     London,  1790. 

This  being  the  fpeech  of  a  planter,  .and  delivered  to  an  afTembly  of 
planters,  the  drain  and  purport  of  it  may  be  eafily  imagined  by  our 
readers.  ,  We  fcarcely  need  fubjoin  that  the  aSTembly  feems  to  have 
unanimoufly  reprobated  the  proportions  made  by  Mr.  Wilberforce  in 
l&e  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the  fubjed  of  the  flave  trade. 

DIVINITY, 

Art.  34.    KA  Sermon  on  the  African  Slave  Trade K  preached  at  Maze  * 
^    Pond,  Southvjalk,  LorcPs-Day  Afternoon,  November  '30th,  1 788,     By 
JamnDore.     8vo.  6d.     Buckland.    London,  1788. 

Mr.  Dore  tells  us  he  was  defired  to  preach  on  the  flave  trade.  If 
his  hearers  are  Weft  India  planters  it  does  them  honour  to  defire  to 
be  informed  on  a  fubjeft  in  which  their  intereft  is  fo  much  concerned. 
If  they  are  unconnected  with  that  trade,  it  is  only  another  proof. how 
ready  men  are  to  attend  to  inve&ives  againft  vices  to  which  they 
have  no  temptation < — and  mould  Mr.  Dore's  hearers  wi(h  for 
another  fubjeft,  to  which  they  may  attend  with  equal  fecurity,  we 
would  recommend  Phrygia  and  Pamphilia,  Afia,  Capadocia,  and 
Pontus,  any  of  which  would  furnifli  as  much  inftrtt&ion  to  the  'ge- 
nerality of  hearers,  as  Tyre,  which  Mr.  Dore  has  chofen  to  illuilrate 
the  flave  trade. 

The  fermon  before  us  contains  nothing  new  on  this  hacknied  fub» 
je£,  but  feems  written  with  ferioufnefs,  and  an  endeavour  to  in- 
crease the  general  odium1  entertained  againft  the  commerce  of  the 
Jjuman  fpecies. 

U  4  Art. 
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Art.  3^.     Sunday  Schools  recjfmendetf.     A  Sermon  , 
Par/jfc  Church  of  Charles,  Plymouth,  on  Sunday  tht  23 
1789,  being  the  Anni<verfary  of  Sunday  ScBqqIs  eftafdijh  _ 

By  Robert  Hawker,  Vicar  of  the  Parijb,  and  formerly  ofMagdaUefl 
Balii  Oxford.     Publijbed  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Charity \  /  4to.  I  8. 
Plymouth,  printed  for  Law,  &c.     London*  1789. 

We  often  lament  the  hard  fate  of  a  minifter  whofe  lot  it  is  to  preack 

a  charity  fermon ;  an4  every  reader  who  confiders  how  threadl?ar<s 

tkt  fubjeft  is,  will  do  the  fame*    Mr.  Hawker's  is  as  good  as  nlpft 

otners.and  having  the  advantage  of  fome  novelty,  by  the  late  ere&ioa 

of  Sudjay  Schools,  he  has  availed  himfelf  of  it  with  much  ingenuity  ^ 

and  addrefe. 

•  * '  t 

Art.  36.     The  true  Patriot.    A  Sermon  on  the  much  lamented  Death  of 

..  John  Howard,  L.  L.  D.  F.  R.  S.  preached  at  Hackney,  bis  native 

Place,  with  Memoirs  of  bis  Life  and  Cbaracler.     By  Samuel  Palmer. 

•  8va  i  s.     Johnfon,  1790.  , 

*  In  this  fermon  laudable  mention  is  not  only  made  oF  the  late  Mr- 
Howard,  but  his  benevolent  example  is  urged  as  an  excitement  to  tha 
benevolence  of  others.  We  do  not,  however,  exactly  agree  with  the 
author  in  his  cenfure  of  Mr.  Burke,  who,  we  mwfr.  think,  miflfl^  con- 
fidently enough  praife  the  individual,  and  yet  blame  the  focTety  of 
which  he  was  a  member.  Mr.  Palmer's  reafoning  would  fuppofe, 
that  the  virtues  of  a  Howard  ought  to  have  fanclified  the  late  temerity 
of  the  party  to  whom  he  belonged.  Surely,  if,  as  Mr.  Burke*  and)* 
majority  of  the  Hoiife  of  Commons,  thought  the  claim*,  of  th&dSf. 
fenters  were  hoftite  to  our  religious  eftabliihment,  the  beil  moral 
qualities  of  individuals  coujd  never  render  them  admiffibk. 

Art.  37.  A  Look  to  the  laft  Century;  or,  Vhe  Diffenterj  weighed  in 
their  own  Scales,  8vo.  2s.  White.  London,  1790. 
The  reafoning  in  this  pamphlekis  from  experience  and  fact.  The 
3>ifTenters,  in  their  late  ftruggles  for  a  repeal  of  the  teft  and.cofjjc** 
raiion  a£b,  were  abundantly  confident  in  the. value  of  their  principles* 
To  this  their  appeal  was  always  made;  and  they  naturally  conceived 
that  to  be  irrefiitible  which  could  not  be  impeached.  Our  auihoj  at- 
tacks them  on  their  own  ground,  and  even  drives  them  from  their  ia-, 
vourite  poft.  By  a  variety  of  quotations  from  thofe  who  overturned, 
our  civil  and  religious  cor/ftttiKion  in  the  former  century,  he  fhews 
that  the  manner  of  thinking,  and  the  very  fbrm  of  expreffion,  wiiicli 
prevailed  among  them  in  thofe  memorable  troubles,  are  jtiH  retajne& 
by  the  Diflenters  of  the  prefent  day.  He  infers  from  .thefe  premifes 
their  infidious  conduct  in  their  numerous  aflbciatipns  and  resolutions;' 
and  he  earneftly  urges  his  countryman  to  be  on  their  guard  agairift, 
their  encroachments.  This  pamphlet  is  written  in  a  ftyle  of  e&gaaoe 
and  moderation  not  very  common  in  ecclefialHcal  controyerfyi  aadJ  A 
does  credit  both  to  the  author's  temper  and  his  tafte,  ., 
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P*t;  &*    C?'  Difinters  trtfinl  Clams  conjfdered,  in  a  Sermon  preached 
tffin  lie  mbgft>  Church  ofWarrington,  on  the  $otb  of  January^  1790*  * 
^       By  Edauafy  Owen,  M.  A.  8vo.   is. 

There  is*  n^bookfeller's  name  to  this  performance,  whkB,  m  point 
of  compofitiott,  does  credit  to  the  literary  abilities  and  tafte  of  -the 
author*  Perhaps  the  claims  of  Dijfenters  are  here,  as  in  other  de- 
cent publications,  treated  with  too  much  ferioufhefs.  There  is  alio 
a  little  afperity  in  this  fermon,  for  which  there  was  no  neceffity,  and 
,     which  can  be  of  no  ufe  to  the  vcaufe.  '      %  ^ 

.  AkT.  39.  Glory  to  God,  and  Peace  to  Men ;  the  bUffed  l$e8s  *f 
Divine  Grace  in  the  Redemption  of  Sinners  by  Jefus  Chrifi.  By  Re- 
chard  Taprell.     8vo.  is.     Ric^aftlfon.     London,  1790. 

The  important  fubject  of  the  fermon  before  us  derives  from  the 
v  author  much  beautiful  illuftration.  His  eloquence  hot  only  difcoyers 
confiderable  genius  and  tafte,  but  a  heart  fmitten  with*  the  love  of 
religion.  And  ne  prefTes,  with  great  fimplicity  and  earneftnefs,  the 
fame  grateful  regard  ^or  the  truths  of  Chriftianity  whichhe  obvioofly 
feels  and  cheriflies  in  his  own  mind.  We  are  the  better  pleafed  with 
this  fetyid  and  glowing  manner  of  treating  the  fundamental  do&rine* 
of  the^jofpel  that  they  owe  fo  much  of  their  prefent  difrepute  to  the 
v  cold  and  indiiferent  flyle  in  which  moft  of  their  modem  apologies 
are  written. 

r     4#T.  40.     Social  Union  and  Benevolence ;  a  Sermon  preached  at  Percy 

Chapel,  Rat&bene- Place,  onWednefday,  the  4th  of  November,  1789, 

before  the  ancient  and  honourable  Order  of  Bucks.     Published' at  tbar 

.particular  Requeft.     By  the  Rev.  Rice  Hughes,  A.  M.      4U).     jfe 

Johnfon.     London,  1790. 

This  elegant  and  maflerly  fermon  merits,  on  many  accounts,  the 
hi^heft  approbation.  The  preacher's  mind  feems  congenial  to  the 
fubjecl;  and  he  defer ibes  the  genius,  and  delineates  the  effect*  of 
benevolence,  with  ardour  and  enthufiafm.  He  ufes  nodoquence  but 
what  is  fuggefted  by  his  feeling* ;  and  thefe,  under  the  influence  of 
genius  and  tafte,  diftate  a  language  highly  pi&urefque  and  expreffive; 
The  lovers  of  humanity  and  good  morals  muft  be  particularly  charmed 
with  what  he  fays  on  the  Have  trade,  pugilifm  or  prize  fighting,  gam* 
ing,  lotteries,  and  fedu&ion.  Thefe  are  traits  of  the  age  which, 
fingle  and  flight  as  they  are,  like  the  flrofce*  of  a  mafterv  convey^ 
rrtore  intelligence,  and  make  a  deeper  knpieffion,  than  the  molt 
finHhed  productions  of  inferior  artifts. 

A*T.  41.     Sermons  for  Prifons.  .  To  vjhich  are  added,  Prayers,  fun  tie 
Ufi  of  Prifiners  infolitary  Confinement.     By  John  Brevjfier,  M.A* 
Chaplain  to   Lord  Vij count  Falkland.      2S.  pd.      Chriiipphejc,   of 
^  .Stockton,  1790. 

^^eligion  is  in  her  native  element  when  accommodated,  as  in  thefe' 
fermdns,  ta  the  circumftances  of  fufFering  humanity.  It  does  ho- 
nour to  the  author's  feelings  that  he  has  felecled  a  fubjeft  fo  humane, 
{6  much  neglected,  and  not  likely  to  be  very  popular.    He  has  a&ed; 

'    however; 
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kowever,  frdm  a  ftnfe  of  dutyV  and  that  will  reward  him.  His  la^ 
bours  are  appropriated  for  the  ufe  of  the  unfortunate,  whom,  in  the 
enjoyment  of  health,  and  plenty,  and  liberty,  we  are  but  little  dif- 
pofcd  to  cemmiferate  or  confider.  And  there  are  few  prifoners  who 
may  not  find  fomc  thing  in  thefe  benevolent  difcourfes  adapted  to  their 
cafe.  Here  every  thing  which  reafon  and  revelation  afford  is  urged 
with  great  earneftnefs,  fincerity,  and  plainnefs  of  fpeech,  to  roufe  and 
ihake  the  obdurate  wretch  who  feems  given  over  to  a  reprobate  mind, 
to  direft  the  true  penitent  how  to  find  mercy,  to  enlighten  the  dark- 
ened understandings  of  the  ignorant,  to  heal  the  broken-hearted,  and 
to  lift  up  the  head  that  hangs  down.  May  we  hope  no  prlion  will  be 
without  a  fupply  of  thefe  ufeful  and  confolatory  fermons,  and  that 
no  prifoner  who  can  read  will  be  debarred  from  the  comfortable  di- 
rections and  fuggeftions  they  are  calculated  to  furniih  him  with  in  that 
dreadful  fituation. 


For    the    ENGLISH    REVIEW. 

RATIONAL       AFFAIRS 

For.     OCTOBER,      1790. 

THE  CHARACTER  Of   THE   PRESENT   AGE     - 

TS  neither  wholly  warlike,  nor  entirely  commercial.  If  it 
■*  *rere  wholly  warlike,  the  infults  which  Great-Britain  has 
received  from  Spain  would  have  plunged  both,  before  this  time, 
into  mutual  hoftilities  ;  if  it  were  wholly  commercial,  we  would 
icver  dream  of  purchafing,  at  the  expence  of  many  millions 
Herling,  and  much  bloodlhed,  the  privilege  of  bartering  for 
flcins  at  Nootka  Sound.  It  was  a  proverb  in  old  times,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  moft  ancient  of  all  compofitions,  the  book  of 
job,  c  'that  a  man  would  give  fkin  for  fkin ;  even  all  that  he 
%  *  had  for  his  life/  But  we  are  on  the'  point,  according  to  all 
aippearances,  of  facrificing  many  thoufands  of  human  ikins  for 
thofe  of  foxes,  bears,  and  other  wild  beafts.  Trade  is  defirable  5 
but  it  can  rarely  happen,  on  commercial  grounds,  that,  it  is  worth 
the  fighting  for. 

With  what  degree  of  fenfibility  was  this  truth  felt  on  the 
conclufion  of  the  late  American  war  ?  The  whole  Britifh  na- 
tion flood  aftonifhed  when  they  looked  back  to  the  expence 
which  North-America  had  coft ;  and  forward  to  the  new  and 
produclive  channels  that  opened  apace  to  our  capitals,  and  mer- 
cantile enterprife  in  other  quarters  of  the  world.  Yet  we  are 
Dow  on  the  eve  of  a  war,  not  on  account  of  widely-extended 
and  flourifhing  colonies,  but  defart  {bores,  the  habitations  of 

wild 
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wild  animals*  and  the  folitary  haunts,  at  beft*  of  fe\rage<?.  If 
we  had  a£ted  merely  on  the  principles  of  lofs  ajid  gain,  we  would' 
have  made  as  little  noife  about  the  capture  of  our  veffels  at 
Nootka  as  poffible.  If  the  fur  trade  there  prcmifeJ,  indeed,  tov 
be  of  great  value  for  a  length  of  time,  it  might  have  been-1 
prudent,  perhaps,  to  have  negotiated  with  Spairi  for  permiflioa 
to  carry  it  on,  if  not  exclufively,  at  leaft  in  common  with  Spa- 
niards and  other  nations.  It  would  have  been  prudent,  by  forne 
trivial  conceflions  and  acknowledgments  on  our  parts,  and  by, 
managing  the  predominant  paflion  of  the  Spaniards  for  high- 
founding  titles  and  immenfe  extent  of  territory,  to  have  fatysfied 
them  with  the  fliadow,  while  we  ourfelves  enjoyed  the  fubftancev 
This  we  would  probably  have  accompliflied,  if  the  genius  of  our 
country  had  been  wholly  commercial ;  for,  in  the  world  of  bu^- 
finefs,  it  is  negotiation,  not  arms,  that  is  moft  happily  oppofedh 
to  difference  or  difpute.  Ihduftry,  excited  and  encouraged  by 
thofe  mutual  fuperfluities  and  wants  which  form"  the  concordia- 
difcors  of  nations ;  perfevering,  and  even  patient  induftry,  will, 
in  general  and  in  the  long  run,  be  more  productive  of  wealth* 
than  a  courfe  of  military  adventures.  • 

If,  by  an  acknowledgment  of  the  Spanifh  fupremacy  in  the- 
Pacific  Ocean,  a  certain  foundation  would  have  been  laid  for  the* 
rapid  growth  of  the  Spanifti  naval  power,  and  a  comparative 
diminution  of  that  of  Britain,  it  might  have  been  commercially 
as  well  as  politically  prudent  to  have  rifked  the  uncertain  iflue- 
of  a  war,  rather  than  to  defcend  from  our  fuperiority  at  fea,  the* 
chief  circumftance  that  gives  us  corrfideration  and  weight  with 
our  neighbours ;  the  circumftance  which  at  once  protects  our 
trade  and   our  political  independence.     J$ut  there  U  not  the 
fmalleft  danger  of  the  Spaniards  ever  becoming  our  rivals  in  in- 
duftry.    And  before  the  mores   of  California  are  peopled  by 
Spanifh  or  other  colonies,  a  new  order  of  affair  new  relative 
fkuaiions,  new  interefts,  and  a  new  fyftem  of  policy,  will  en-    ,  . 
tirely  fuperfede  all  our  prefent  arrangements  and  views  refpettlng    * 
fuch  remote  contingencies.     By  humouring  the  SpanUh  pride, 
by  purchafing  freedom  of  trade  in  what  they  call  their  Teas,  we 
fliould  not  have^weakened,  but,  on  the  contrary,  through  our 
increafed   and   increafing   trade,   have  ftrengthened  our  navy.' 
There  is  no  danger  of  the  Spaniards  fpreading  univerfal  domi- 
nion over  the  world  by  the  pompous  univerfality  of  the  terrrt? 
which  they  ufe  jn  the  titles  of  their  kings.  The  worid^  were  Bri- 
tain paffive,  would  not  fuffer  Spain  to  enjoy  an  excluiive,  though 
folitary  poffeffion  of  half  the  globe, — the  American  coaft  front 
pole  to  pole,  and  to  an  indefinite  longitude  on  the  other  fide* 
As  well  rnight  our  gracious  fovereign  plume  himfclf  on  the 
Sovereignty  of  the  Georgium  Sidus,  inscribed  to  him  by  the 
.  "  difcoverert 
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dtfcoverer,  Mr.  ffericbeH,  as  the  Catholic  King  boaft  of  his  plus  ' 
ultra  and  indefinite  domain.  The  Ruffians,  in  the  progrefs  of 
population  and  improvement,  m»ft,  participate  largely  m  the 
commerce  of' the  wefrern  coafts  of  America  from  the  eaftern 
coafts  of  Afiaj  and  the  Danes,  Swedes,  and  Dutch,  will,  in  the 
courfe  of  time,  mingle  their  merchantmen  in  the  Pacific  Ocean 
with  thofe  of  the  French,  Engli(h>  and  Portuguefe,  from  the 
weft  of  Europe.  By  contending  in  arms,  at  the  prefent  mo- 
ment, for  the  free  navigation  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  we  incur  an 
expence  for  the  accomplifhment  of  what  time  will  bring  of  its 
own  accord  $  when  we  might  be  more  advantageous^  employed 
in  carrying  on  a  quiet  trade,  though  under  the  condition  of  fome 
trifling  acknowledgment  to  Spain ;  which  trade,  if  it  is  of  the 
importance  alledged,  would,  by  increasing  our  naval  ftrength, 
enable  us,  at  fome  future  period,  to  give  a  more  effectual  wound 
to  the  pride  of  Spain,  than  any  we  can  inflict  in  the  prefent  junc- 
ture. At  this  moment  there  is  a  jealoufy,  and  a  very  general 
Ipirit  of  oppofition  to  Great-Britam,  over  the  world.  And 
hence  a  very  whimfical  fituation  of  affairs  may  take  place :  while 
Britain  is  aflerting  the  rights  of  nation's^  by  maintaining  the/ 
doctrine  of  man  liforum9  a  confederacy  of  nations  may  join  them* 
ftlves  to  her  enemies. 

But,  while  it  rauft  be  owned  that,  on  mere  commercial  grounds, 
it  would  have  been  wifer,  in  fome  degree,  to  have  lowered  oui^ 
Jails,  given  wzy  to  a  temporary  blaft,  and  (acrificed  to  the  god' 
ef  the  \vtnds  for  the  bleffings  of  peace  and  a  profperous  gale,  it 
ttoft  be  acknowledged  that  when  the  fpirit  of  a  nation  becomes: 
wholly  commercial,  it  cannot  long  maintain  its  political  inde- 
pendence. A  degree  of  pride  and  juft  refentmenr  is  as  natural, 
becoming,  and  neceffary,  in  nations  as  in  individuals.  And  it  if 
rather  fortunate,  on  a  general  and  expanded  view  of  the  fubjeft, 
than  unfortunate,  that  commercial  jars,  by  keeping  alive  or  re- 
calling a  fpirit  of  war,  tend  to  counteract  the  efrecls  of  commer- 
cial weakriefe  or  degeneracy.  The  nations  on  the  Indian  ocean, 
the  Egyptians,  the  Venetians,  the  Genoefe^  the  £)utch,  the 
Portuguefe  j  all  thefe  were,  at  one  period,  warlike  as  Weil  as 
commercial  nations.  Rut  as-  commercial  ideas  prevailed^  the" 
fpirit  of  waj  was  loft;  foreign  mercenaries  were  but  feeble  and 
inconvenient  protectors;  they  were  obliged  at  laft  to  main- 
tain a  precarious  independence  and  name  among  the  nations  by 
throwing  themfelves  into  the  arms  of  powerful  neighbours,  and 
by  their  intrigues  to  excite  the  jealoufy  of  one  country  againft  that" 
of  another.  It  is  a  melancholy  confideratioft  that  the  commercial 
fpirit  has  uniformly  led  to  political  flavery.  Perhaps  the  ad- 
vancement of  knowledge,  the  companion  of  progreffive  com- 
jnerce,  may  correct  this  mifchievous  tendency,  and  unite  the 

bleffings 
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bleffings  of  peace  with  that  dignity  and  fecurlty  which  accompany 
and  flow  from,  habits  of  war,  and  warlike  renown* 
With  regard  to  the     * 

PROBABILITY  Or  WAR   OR   PEACE 

that  has  arifen  fince  the  publication  of  our  laft  number,  it  has 
remained,  on  the  whole,  very  much  in  equilibrio.  When  we 
look  round  to  the  warlike  preparations  that  are  making  on  all 
fides,  we  are  ready  to  fay,  there  will  furely  be  wajj  but  to  this 
it  may  be  anfwered,  that  warlike  preparation  is  a  part,  and  the 
moft  eflfential  part,  of  the  negociation  that  is  going  forward  for 
peace.  On  the  other  hand,  when  we  attend  to  the  pacific  pro- 
feffions  oh  both  fides,  and  to  the  buftle  of  rneflTengers  and  me- 
diators, we  are  as  much  inclined  to  prognofticate  peace  :  but  to 
this  again  it  maybe  objected,  that  as  warlike  preparation  has 
peace  for  its  ultimate  end,  where  peace  is  the  objefl:  really  de- 
fired  ;  fo  an  artful  negociation  for  peace  ends  in  war,  where  war 
is  really  wiflied  for.  The  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  declares  hira-, 
felf  to  be  an  enemy  to  war  in  the  ftrongeft  terms.  He  wishes, 
to  imprefs  foreign  nations  with  a  belief  that  the  caufe  of  Spain  is , 
juft,  and  her  councils  pacific ;  and  confequently  that  England  is/ 
unjuft,  and  her  views  ambitious.  The  inference  here  is,  that 
the  injured  Spaniard  ought  to  be  aided,  and  the  encroaching 
fpirit  of  the  Englifh  to  be  refifted.  On  this  ground  the  fubtle 
Italian  extends  his  intrigues  againft  England  to  every  part  of  the 
world;  and  endeavours  to  form  a  confederacy  againft.Great- 
Britain  equal  to  that  of  Cambray  againff  the  Venetians*  The 
Ruffians,  Danes,  Swedes,  French,  Portuguefe,  &c. — Confederal 
cies  of  this  kind  have  been  formed  againft  the  prevailing  power 
in  all  countries ;  and  combinations  againft  England  is  one  of  the 
taxes  (he  muft  pay  for  her  greatnefs. 

It  is'  a  matter  of  curionty  among  fpeculative  politicians  to 
know  the  reafon  why  the 

SWEpISH   KING 

has  not  only  made  peace  with  the  Ruffians,  but  attached  himfel£. 
according  to  all  appearance,  to  the  enemies  of  England  and, 
of  Pruffia.  He  entertains  refentment,  no  doubt,  for  the  backV 
wardoefs  of  England  to  grant  him  the  folicited  and  expe&ed  aid,* 
when  he  had  the  moft  occafioh  for  it.  But  dexterous  politicians 
feldom  aft  from  the  impulfe  of  refentment.  What  ihair  we  then 
conje&ure?  that  there  fe  fome  fecret  intrigue  for  the  reftifu- 
tion  of  Bremen  and  Per  den  to  Sweden,  and  other  dilapidations  on 
the  elefikorate  of  Hanover  i  .     < 

It  is  evident,  that  the  mor£  refim?d  the  times,  the  lefs  fydden  v 
W*dl  he  the  appeals  to  arms,  and  the  greater  the  e:pfe£te  of  in- 
trigue and  negociatiofls;     We  are  wtoeffes  of  what  has  be^n 
7  ,  ^     jone 
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done  in  ihis  way  by  the  Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  whofe  genius  said 
addrefs  has  gained  an  afcendant,  of  late,  in  the  Polifli  councils^ 
even  over  thofe  of  Pruflia :  we  fee  alfo,  nay  we  alfo  begin  to 
feel,  the  influence  of  Spanifh  and  Italian  addrefs  in  the  National 
Affembly  of  France.  On  this  accotint  we  have,  at  laft,  fent 
over  an  able  and  experienced  coadjutor  to  the  amiable  young  no- 

'   bleman  who  is  the  Britifh  ambaflador  at  Paris.     Had  an  able 
negociator,    with    proper    credentials    to    Mkabeau    and. 
others,  been  fent  to  Paris  in  time,  the  intrigues  of  Count  FJo- 

0  rida  Blanca  might  have  been  counteracted,  and  peace  already, 
cftabliflied  in  the  weft  of  Europe :  there  is  yet  room  for  hope. 
Much  is  to  be  expe&ed  from  the-  addrefs  of  that  negociator  on 
the  one  hand,  and  our  vigorous  preparations  on  the  other. 

IN   FRANCE 

the  revolution  maybe  fubverted  by  the  fame  fpirit  of  liberty,  ac- 
cording to  fome,  or  levity,  according  to  others,  by  which  it  was 
eftabliflied.  In  England  the  power  of  Cromwell  was  in  the 
greateft  danger  from  his  own  agitators. 

GREAT   BRITAIN. 
MR.     HASTINGS. 

The  impeachment  of  Mr.  Haftings  will  long  continue  to  diftia- 
guifli  the  feventeenth  parliament  of  Great  Britain.     It  is  a  fea- 
ture which,  for  deformity,  has  no  equal  in  the  annals  of  any  coun- 
try. The  treachery  and  crimes  of  Elizabeth,  refpe&ing  the  unfor- 
tunate Queen  of  Scots,  have  been  juftly  reprobated  in  the  page 
of  the  hiftorian.     Mary's  beauty  and  pretenfions  to  the  crown 
©f  England  form  fome  pretence,  however,  in  extenuation  of  the 
cruelty  of  her  ambitious  rival.     But  to  what  {hall  we  afcribie 
the  impeachment  and  oppreffion  pf  Mr.   Haftings?     Did  he 
barter  the  territory  of  India  for  any  temporary  acquifition  to 
himfelf  ?  In  the  midft  of  difficulty  and  danger  did  the  reins  of 
government  fink  under  his  hands,  relaxed  with  every  breath  of 
oppofirion  ?  When  the  dignity  of  the  Britifh  Empire  was  tar- 
nifhed  and  (baken  to  its  Centre  by  lofTes  and  internal  difcord, 
did  the  contagion  of  her  example  affe&the  governor-general 
of  India ;  or  urge  him  to  fubmit  to  her  enemies  in  order  to  fill 
up  the  meafiire  of  her  difafters  ?    On  the  contrary,  when  Britilh 
troops  had  laid  down  their  arms,  and  Englifh  fleets  refufed  to 
fight  the  battles  of  their  country  in  other  quarters  of  the  world, 
vi&ory  fat  plumed  upon  our  forces  in  India ;  and  by  the  exer- 
tions of  one  man,  as  if  by  irripiration,  fettlements  were  preferved 
to  the  Britifh  Empire,  from  which,  at  this  moment,  fhe  derives 
her  principal  luftre,  wealth,  and  importance. 

It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  men  have  been  found  fo  extremely 
unprincipled  as  to  opprefs  a  citizen  of  /this;  defcription,  and  to 

'  impeach 
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impeach  the  faviour  of  his  country  for  high  crimes  and  mit- 
3emeanors.  Yet  what  better  wa^  to  be  expeited  from  thofe  who 
promoted  Keppel  to  a  peerage,  and  who  unblufhingly  defended 
the  detected  peculation,  of  Powel  and  Bembridge.  Arguments 
are  loft  upon  fuch  agents,  who  feem  by  their  conduit  to  have 
reverfed  the'  principles  of  public  virtue.  But  pofterity  will  con- 
sider the  whole  of  their  proceedings  as  a  vifionary  dream  :  they 
will  not  immediately  be  brought  to  believe  in  tranfaiHons  that 
are  founded  upon  no  motive  natural  to  the  human  mind ;  and 
will  be  roufed  to  conviition  only  by  the  unerring  records  of 
their  country,  that — such  things  were. 

MR.  PITT. 

'The  conduit  of  the  minifler,  upon  this  occafion,  is  curious, 
&nd  furnifhes  matter  for  Speculation.  It  is  remarkable  that  the 
iargument  of  his  memorable  fpeech  upon  the  bufinefs  of  Mr. 
Haftings,  ftands  in  diametrical  oppofition  to  the  conclusion  he 
drew  from  it.  Was  it,  that  finding  oppofition  to  be  formidable 
he  was  glad  to  difcover  any  objeit  that  did  not  otherwife  interfere 
with  his  adminiftration  to  give  them  employment.  Whatever 
may  be  in  this,  Mr.  Pitt  muft  derive  popularity  from  fome 
other  part  of  his  public  conduit,  for  the  impeachment  of  Mr. 
Haftings  will  not  add  to  his  reputation.  To  aggrandize  a  ftafce 
by  an  impeachment  of  her  moft  valuable"  ftatefmen,  .is  a  dis- 
covery referved  for  the  wifdom  of  modern  times. 

MAJOR    SCOTT. 

The  public  cenfure  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  infli&ed  upon 
Major  Scott,  for  his  printed  papers,  refleits  no  honour  on  that 
affembiy.  Or  have  his  opponents  an  exclufive  privilege  for 
abufe,  while  the  friends  of  public  virtue  defend  themfelves  at 
their  peril?  It  were  well  that  our  frantic  modern  Cicero  and 
the  leaders  of  oppofition,  refuted  Mr.  Scott  by  faits  and  argu- 
ment, rather  than  reforted  to  parliamentary  privilege,  in  order  to 
filence  him.  Meflrs.  Burke  and  Sheridan  are  acknowledged  to 
be  powerful  writers.  Yet  has  Major  Scott,  fimply,  by  an  ad- 
herence to  truth,  refuted  their  fails  and  overpowered- their  r.ea- 
foning.  The  Major,  therefore,  may  fubmit  to  the  impotence  of 
his  opponents,  who  affect  to  deride  what  they  cannot  anfwerj 
this  being  generally  the  laft  refuge  of  difappointed  malignity. 

LIBELS. 

The  moft  defpotic  government  has  no  greater  engine  of  op- 
preffion  or  terror  than  the  doitrine  of  libels  is  to  a  Britifh  fub- 
jeih     An  innocent  paper,  from  the  mifconception  or  defign  of 
'  a  weak  or  wicked  individual,  is  read  in  either  houfe  of  parlia- 
ment, and  at  the  motion  of  a  member,  who,  perhaps,  is  incapable, 

from 
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from  the  paucity  of  his  underftanding,  to  judge  either  of  the 
text  or  context,  the  author,  the  printer,  and  publisher,  are  di- 
je&ed  tP  be  profecuted  5  the  refult  of  which  profecution  ge- 
nerally depends  upon  the  temper  and  difpofition  of  the  judge, 
whofe  fway  over  the  firft  juries  of  the  kingdom,  if  we  fpealc 
with  impartiality,  will  be  found  to  be  nearly  omnipotent.     v 

Independent  of  the  oppreifion,  in  this  cafe,  there  is  a  high 
degree  of  cowardice.  The  framer  of  the  motion  ftands  aloof, 
and  is  exempt  from  all  danger ;  but  if  the  verdicl  (hould  be  even 
brought  in  not  guilty »,  the  pannel  does  not  efcape,  for  in  this  cafe  he 
is  faddled  with  enormous  expences.  If  guilty^  an  arbitrary  punifh- 
ment,  generally  extending  to  fine  and  imprilbnment,  follows ; 
and  thus  an  individual  may  be  torn  from  his  friends,  his  bufinefs, 
and  his  /amily,  and  finally  ruined. 

That  this  defcription  of  the  matter  is  not  exaggerated,  fome 
recent  judgments  well  ferve  to  prove  5  and  our  pnfons  yet  groan 
with  public  examples  of  this  legal  tyranny.  Farther,  in  what 
manner  is  it  poflible  for  a  culprit  to  efcape  ?  For  if  truth  is  a 
libel,*  which  it  has  been  declared  to  be,  every  perfon  will  admit 
that  falfehood  is  alfo  a  libel.  •  What  printed  paper,  therefore, 
can  fail  of  coming  under  one  of  thefe  defcriptions  r  It  is  time  for 
fome  real  patriot  to  take  up  this  bufinefs,  and  to  refcue  his 
country  from  an  hydra,  that,  in  its  effe&s,  counteracts  the  prin- 
ciples of  equity  and  humanity ;  and  againft  whofe  operations 
the  franchifes  of  free-born  men  have  hitherto  been  found  to  be 
an  unavailing  barrier. 


#  An  Irifh  jury,  to  their  honour,  have  been  the  firft  to  jrevolt 
againft  this  dodrine,  and  have  declared  that  truth  is  not  a  libel. 


|^»   Communications  for  The  English  Review  are  requeued  to 
be/ent  to  Mr.  Murray,  No.  32,  Fleet-ftreet,  London;  where  Sub- 
scribers for  this  Monthly  Performance  are  rejfeftfully  defired  to  give  in 
their  Names* 
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Art..  I.     The  Modes  of  Quotation  ufei  by  the  evangelical  Writers 
explained  and  vindicated.  By  the  Rev.  Dr.  Henry  Owen,  F.  R.  S. 
'  Reft  or  of  St.  Olavey  Hart- Street ^  and  Vicar  of  Edmonton,  Mid- 
dlefex.    4to.  10s.  6d.  fewed.  Payne  and  Son. 'London,  1789. 

'TpHE  fubje£  of  this  tract  is  of  great  importance  to  the  in- 
*  terefts  of  religion,  and  is  treated  by  its  refpe&able  author 
with  much  acutenefs  and  judgment.  Both  Jews  and  infidels 
have  founded  their  ftrongeft  objections  againft  Chriftianity  upon 
the  differences  that  occur  between  the  quotations  in  the  New 
Teftament  and  the  paffages  to  which  they  refer  in  the  Old : 

*  Fidelity/  fay  they,  *  requires  that  all  quotations  fhould  be 
made  exaft,  ftridly  conformable  to  the  words  of  the  authors  quoted ; 
4nd  likewife  ufed  in  the  very  fame  fenfe  in  which  thofe  authors  ufed 
them*  But  fo  far  are  the  evangelifts  from  obferving  thefe  equitable 
ahd  neceflary  rules,  that  they  often  tranfpofe  and  alter  the  words ; 
add  to,  or  diminijh  from,  the  fentences  recorded ;  and  then  make 
them  fpeak  a  quite  different  fenfe  from  that  which  the  prophets  in- 
tended ;  and  therefore,  being  found  fuch  falfe  witnefles  before  God, 
they  can  juftly  be  entitled  to  no  credit  from  men ;  efpecially  when 
they  difagree  fo  remarkably  in  their  evidence,  and  differ  fo  widely, 
in  the  very/ame  quotations,  from  each  other* 

'  This,  Dr.  Owen  obferves,  is  the  fum  of  the  charge  which 

thev  have  brought  againft  the  evangelifts,  and  which  they  have 

endeavoured  with  au  their  power  to  maintain.    To  invalidate 
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the  force  of  this  charge,  and  fet  the  points  on  which  it  is  founded 
in  their  proper  light,  is  the  objefl  of  the  author  now  before  us* 
He  begins  with  comparing  the  feveral  quotations  made  by  the 
evangelifts  with  each  other,  and  with  their  correspondent  paf- 
fages  in  the  Old  Teftament,  in  order  to  afcertatn  the  real  dif- 
ferences between  them.  He  next  endeavours  to  account  for  thofe 
differences  wherever  they  occur,  and  therefore  to  reconcile  the 
evangelifts  with  the  prophets^  and  with  each  other.  And,  laftly, 
he  {hews  that  all  the  quotations,  fa  reconciled,  are  juftly  applied, 
and  fully  prove  the  feveral  points  which  they  are  brought  to 
eftablifh. 

Such  is  the  judicious  plan  propofed  by  the  author  of  this  trea- 
tife;  but,  before  heenters  on  the  comparifon  of  the  feveral  quo- 
tations, he  thinks  it  neceffary  to  determine  by  what  ftandard  they 
are  to  be  compared,  the  Hebrew  text,  or  the  Greek  verfion. 
This  is  doubtlefs  a  confideration  of  great  importance,  and, 
though  often  agitated  by  theologifts,  has  never  yet  been  brought 
to  a  decifion.  Our  author  obferves,  it^  is  allowed  on  all  hands 
that,  as  the  Old  Teftament  prophecies  were  delivered  in  He- 
brew, and  the  gofpels  were  penned  in  Greek,  the  evangelifts 
rauft  either  have  tranflated  for  themfelves,  or  have  adopted  the 
Septuagint  verfion,  the  only  one  extant  at  that  time.  Upon  the 
fuppofition  that  they  chofe  the  former  part  of  the  alternative,  and 
always  tranflated  the  Hebrew  for  themfelves,  Dr.  Owen  remarks 
that  they  would  be  expofed  to  many  difficulties,  which  other- 
wife  they  might  have  eafily  avoided ;  and  which  prudence  in- 
deed would  have  direfted  them  to  avoid.  Our  author's  reafoning 
op  this  point  is  ftrong  and  decifive.  *  i.  In  the  firft  place,* 
(ays  he, 

*  It  would  have  been  an  ufelcfs,  unnecefTary  undertaking;  for  the 
tranflation  was  already  made  to  their  hands  with  great  care  arid  ac- 
knowledged fidelity.  And  therefore  they  feem,  generally  fpeaking, 
to  have  had  nothing  more  to  do  but  to  adopt  and  apply  it  as  occafion 
required. 

'  2.  In  this  way  no  objections  could  be  formed  againft  them  ; 
whereas,  had  they  gone  in  the  other,  and  tranflated  for  themfelves, 
the  Jews  would  have  difputed  the  authority  of  their  verfion,  would  ' 
have  perpetually  charged  it  with  errors  and  corruptions,  and  brought 
the  other,  that  was  highly  efteemed,  and  in  common  ufe,  to  fupport 
the  charge  againft  it. 

*  3.  Befides,  Jiad  the  evangelifts  reje£ied  the  Septuagint  verfion, 
they  would  have  greatly  injured  their  own  caufe.  For,  by  fuch  a 
mark  of  their  difapprobation,  they  would  have  firft  difcouraged  their 
converts  from  reading  it,  and  then  have  precluded  themfelves  from 

'  the  advantage  of  appealing  to  it  in  their  frequent  conferences  witlv 
the  Eelleniftick  Jews,  &c.  And  yet  how  were  these  people  to  bt 
brought  over  to  the  Chriftian  faith  but  by  fearching,  in  th  at  verfion 
Qf  the  fcriptures,  if  the  things  told  (hem  were  really  fo?' 

Z  Dr. 
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Dr.  Owen  therefore  juftly  concludes,  that,  to  obviate  thefe 
cavils  and  inconveniencies,  the  evangelifts,  we  may  prefume, 
chofe  rather  to  follow,  in  general,  that  common  verfion,  againft 
which  the  Jews  had  then  nothing  to  objeft,  and  for  which  the 
firft  converts  had  a  high  veneration.  But  though  it  be  admitted 
that  the  evangelifts  quoted  generally  from  the  Septuagint  verfion, 
our  author  obiferves  we  are  by  no  means  to  expe&  that  the  fe- 
deral quotations  fhould  perfe&Iy  agree  with  the  copies  we  have 
now  in  our  hands.  c  The  evangelifts,'  fays  he,  c  had  probably 
4  the  genuine  work  before  them ;  for  few,  if  any  errors,  could 
4  creep  into  the  copies  in  thofe  early  times,  when  they  were 
*  carefully  tranfcribed,  critically  examined,  and  publicly  read  in 
4  the  fynagogues.  Afterwards,  indeed,  they  foon  underwent, 
4  by  'the  agency  of  various  concurring  caufes,  very  great  and 
4  fignal  alterations ;  infomuch,'  that  before  the  days  of  Origen, 
4  /.  e.  before  the  beginning  of  the  third  century,  different  co- 
4  pies  had  different  readings,  which  varied  widely  from  one  anc- 
4  ther :  of  all  thofe  different  copies  we  have  yet  only  two  of 
c  good  repute,  to  which  we  may  confidently  refer  ;  and  there- 
4  fore  can  form  but  a  very  imperfect  judgment  how  nearly  the 
4  quotations  agreed  at  firjl  with  the  true  text  of  that  Greek 
c  verfion/ 

c  The  differences,  however,  between  them,  continues  our 
author,  are  confiderably  diminilhed,  fince  the  difcovery  of  the 
Alexandrian  manufcript,  from  what  they  appeared  to  be  before, 
when  the  only  ancient  copy  with  which  they  could  be  compared 
was  that  of  the  Vatican.  And  it  is  highly  probable,  as  he  ob- 
ferves,  that,  if  we  were  poffefled  of  a  greater  number  of  ancient 
copies,  the  agreement  between  them  would  be  found  ftill  more 
general  and  perfedt.' 

•^Dr.  Owen,  at  the  fame  time,  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  in  which 
we  readily  join  him,  that  it  was  not  abfolutely  neceffary  that  the 
evangelifts  fhould  fervilely  adhere  to  the  Septuagint  verfion  in 
all  places.  He  obferves  that  fome  books  of  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment  are  allowed  to  have  been  tranflated  with  much  lefs  judg- 
ment and  accuracy  than  others ;  and  therefore  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  writers,  whenever  they  quoted  thofe  books,  might  afliime 
the  liberty  of  altering  fome  words,  the  better  to  exprefs  the 
fenfe  of  the  original,  and  yet  juftly  defend  themfelves  by  in- 
stances taken  from  that  very  tranflation  in  other  places.  Nor, 
fays  our  author,  are  there  inftances  wanting  that  would  induce 
us  to  conclude  they  fometimes  actually  did  fo..  For  their  con- 
du&,.in  this  refpeft,  he  afligns  the  following  reafons:  Firft, 
left/  by  adhering  perpetually  to  die  Greek  tranflation,  they 
{hould  be  thought  to  make  it  perfe&ly  authentic,  and  confe- 
cwently  canonical.  And,  fecondly,  that  thev  might  preferve  to 
V  X  %  '  the 
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the  Hebrew  text  that  authority  which  it  juftly  claimed,  2nt 
which  indeed  it  ought  to  obtain* 

For  thefe  reafons  Dr.  Owen,  in  comparing  the  quotation* 
with  the  Septuagint  verfion,  refolved  to  preferve  throughout  a 
Arid  regard  to  the  original  Hebrew,  not  only  as  it  ftands  in 
the  printed  text,  but  as  it  is  exhibited  alio  in  particular  manu- 
foripts.  For,  as  he  juftly  obferves,  the  Hebrew  being  corrupted 
in  many  places,  as  well  as  the  Greek,  the  true  text  of  either  is 
not  confined  to  any  fingle  edition,  but  lies  difperfed  through  all 
editions  and  manufcripts;  the  aid  of  which  muft ,  therefore  be 
called  in  to  correS,  reftore,  and  cftablifh  it. 

Dr.  Owen  farther  declares  his  opinion,  in  which  we  again 
concur  with  him,  that,  even  with  regard  to  paflages  tranfiated 
right,  it  is  not  in  any  wife  neceflary  to  adhere  ftridUy  to  the 
words  of  the  paflage  quoted.  c  If,*  fays  he,  6  the  fenfe  and 
(  meaning  be  perfectly  conveyed,  though  not  in  the  fame  hut  in 
'  equivalent  terms,  the  defign  and  purport  of  the  quotation  is, 
4  in  my  opinion,  fully  anfwered ;  for  it  is  the  fenfe  and  mean- 
1  ing  of  fcripture,  and  not  the  words  of  it,  that  is  truly  and  pro* 
€  perly  fcripture/  In  confirmation  of  this  remark,  he  appeals  to 
the  firft|injun<Sion  that  was  given  to  man,  Gen.  ii.  16, 17,  and 
the  recital  of  it,  Gen.  iii.  2,  3,  where,  though  the  words  are 
different,  the  fenfe  i6  perfectly  the  fame.  c  Compare  likewife/ 
fays  he,  6  the  ten  commandments  delivered  in  Exod.  xx.  2,&c. 

*  with  the  fame  recited  Deut.  v.  6,  &c.  and  you  cannot  but 
c  allow, that  words  maybe  altered,  tranfpofed,  omitted,  or  fu- 
€  peradded,  and  yet  the  fenfe  be  the  fame,  and  the  paflages  equi- 

*  valent  to  each  other/ 

4  This  at  leaft/  continues  our  author,  *  the  Jews  allowed  ; 
€  for  fuch  modes  of  quotation  their  rabbins  adopted  early,  and 
c  continued  the  ufe  of  them  far  beyond  the  days  of  our  Saviouf. 

*  The  primitive  fathers  followed  their  example,  and  quoted  often 

*  very  nearly  in  the  fame  manner ;  careful,  indeed,  to  exprefs 

*  the  fenfe  and  meaning  of  the  text,  but  not  felicitous  about  die 
«'  words  of  it.' 

~  After  the  preliminary  obfervationl  above  detailed,  and  fome 
remarks  on  the  mode  in  which  quotations  are  introduced  in  the 
New  Te (lament,  Dr.  Owen  proceeds  to  compare  die  feveral 
quotations  in  the  gofpels,  &c.  with  each  other,  and  alfo  widt 
their  correfpondent  paflages  in  the  Old  Teftament,  in  order  to 
afcertain  the  real  differences  between  them.  The  comparifon  is 
continued  through  a  feries  of  feventy-fix  parallel  paflages,  in 
which  the  learned  author  accurately  collates  the  New  and  the 
Old  Teftaments,  the  Greek  and  the  Hebrew  together  j  and, 
from  an  elucidation  of  the  whole,  exhibited  with  many  critical 
©bfervations  and  ftrong  arguments,  fully  and  fetisfa&orily  evinces, 

in 
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in  our  opinion,  that  general  congruity  of  the  facred  writings 
which  it  was  his  object  to  eftablifli.  In  the  table  which  Dr. 
Owen  has  fubmitted  to  the  examination  of  his  readers,  the  evan- 
gelical quotations,  that  may  be  compared  together,  occur  in  no 
fefs  than  twenty-four  places.  And  if  we  accordingly  make  tfre 
comparifon,  it  will  readily  appear,  as  he  obferves,  that  they  are 
not  only  fimilar  in  fenfe,  but  nearly  fimilar  in  words  likewifc. 
c  The  moft  remarkable  difference  I  have  hitherto  obferved  be- 

*  tween  them,'  fays  he,  c  if  in  truth  it  may  be  dalled  a  dif- 

*  ference,  confifts  in  this,  that  the  very  fame  quotations  arc 
4  often  contrasted  by  fome  of  the  evangelifts,  and  as  often  en~ 
€  larged  by  others.     Butdoubtlefs  this  procedure,  the  different 

*  occasions  on  which  they  are  introduced,  and  the  different  ends 
c  they  are  intended  to  ferve,  might  not  only  allow,  but  even  re* 
c  autre.9  This  remark,  fo  judicious  in  itfelf,  he  exemplifies  in 
a  few  inftances,  refpe&ing  which  we  entirely  agree  with  him. 

Dr.  Owen,  having  clearly  {hewn  that  the  evangelifts  agree 
with  themfelves,  next  examines  how  far  they  are  conformable  to 
the  Old  Teftament  writers.  We  fhall  lay  before  our  readers  a 
part  erf  what  he  advances  on  this  fubject : 

*  Under  this  head  it  muft  be  premised,  <  that  we  are  not  to  expe& 
at  prefect  the  fame  agreement  and>conformity  between  the  evange* 
lift*  and  the  Old  Teftament  writers,  as  might  have>fubfifted,  .and  I' 
verily  believe  did  fubfift,  between  them  in  more  ancient  times.  1  had 
occafion  to  obferve*  in  a  former  trad  *,  that  when  the  gofpels  were 
publilhed,  in  which  the  truth  of  Chriftianity  is  particularly  proved, 
as  well  from  the  prophecies  that  were  accomplished  in  the  perfon  of 
Chrift,  as  from  the  miracles  that  were  performed  by  him,  the  Jews 
immediately  took  the  alarm,  and  induftrioufty  laboured  to  counteract 
and  fubvert  them.  The  fa£s  recorded  in  thefe  gofpels  the  Jews  could 
BOt  difpute ;  they  were  too  well  known,  tad  too  generally  acknow- 
ledged, to  be  gainfcid  or  controverted.  What  then  could  they  do  ? 
Nothing  furcly  but  what  they  did ;  which  was*  artfully  to  difguife 
the  prophecies  which  the  evangelifts  had  applied,  and  turn, th^m,  fo  dif- 

fuifed,  to  other  obje&s.  Inftances  of  this  fort  may  eafily  be  traced, 
(hall  fpecify  but  one,  that  occurs  above  in  No.  XX*  where  the 
tesrt  cliMalaebi  is  evidently  corrupted  both  in  the  Hebrew  and  the 
Greek,  and  feemingly  on  purpofe  to  invalidate"  the  arguments  of  the 
evangelifts,  by  excluding  the  Baptift  out  of  the  text,  and  deftroying 
the  connexion  between  him  and  Chrift. 

'  But,  notwithftanding  all  their  artifices,  we  are  providentially 
furnifhed  with  ample  means,  as  well  to  drfcover  the  Jewiih  corrup- 
tions, as  to  vindicate  tht  integrity  of  the  tvangelhal  quotations. 


*  An  Inquiry  into  the  State  of  the  Septuagint  Verfion.    See  §  VI, 

vii,  ym. 

X  3  •  Tl*e 


Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


^26  Tfo  Lhrs  Rouge. 

«  The  texts  cited  in  the  go/pels  and  the  A8t  amount  in  number,  tjy 
~inyTOmputttipn,  to  feventy-fix;  of  thefe,  fixty  at  leaft  appear,  on 
companion,  toT)V  ftriftly  conformable  to  fome  or  other  of  our  Septua- 
giut  copies.     Several  more  come  near  to  them,  and  convey  exadly. 
the  kttitjenf*,  though  not  precifely  the  fame  words.* 

The  agreement  of  the  evangelifts  in  their  feveral  quotations 
we  obferved  above  that  Dr.  Owen  has  fully  eflablifhed  *  and  he 
has  no  lefs  clearly  evinced  that  thofe  quotations  agree  in  general 
with  the  Septuagint  verfion.  Some  differences,  it  muft  be  al- 
lowed, there  are  between  them,  and  thofe  of  nd  fmall  import-  * 
ance.  But  our  author  has  fhewn  that  the  inaccuracies  do  not 
lie  with  the  evangelifts,  but  chiefly  with  the  Greek  interpreters, 
and  in  fome  places  with  the  Hebrew  text  itfelf.  The  only 
queftion,  therefore,  that  remains  to  be  difcufled  is,  Whether  the 
quotations  are  juftly  applied?  This  point  our  author  deter- 
mines in  the  affirmative,  by  arguments  and  obfervations  which 
we  think  are  completely  deciiive.  On  the  whole,  it  is  our 
opinion  that  he  has  performed,  in  the  prpfent  treatife,  a  work 
highly  fubiervient  to  the  moft  valuable  interefts  of  religion ;  and 
fuch  an  one  as  might  alone  be  fufficientto  procure  him  the  un- 
deniable character  of  a  learned  critic  and  judicious  commentator 
on  the  facred  writings,  had  his  diftinguifhed  abilities,  as  well  a? 
the  moil  laudable  application  of  them,  not  been  generally  known 
before  to  all  thole  who  are  converfant  with  the  beft  theological 
difquifitions* 


Art.  II.  The  Livre  Rouge^  or9  Red  Book,  being  a  Lift  of  fecret 
Pen/tons  paid  out  of  the  public  Treafure  of  trance ;  and  containing 
Characters  of  the  Perfons  pen/ioned,  Anecdotes  of  their  Lives y  an 
Account  of  their  Services,  and  Obfervations  tending  to  Jbew  the. 
Reafons  for  which  the  Penfions  were ' granted.  Tranflated  from, 
the  Eighth  Paris  Edition.  8vo.  3s.  6d.  fewed,  Kearfley. 
London,  1790. 

TT  is  an  event  as  much  unexpedled  by  the  court  of  France  as 
-*  the  defrru&ion  of  the  Baftile,  that  the  £ivre  Rougey  the  con- 
tents of  which  have  hitherto  been  known  only  to  the  comp- 
trollers-general of  the  finances  and  the  French  king,  fhould,  by. 
means  of  the  late  revolution,  be  expofed  to  the  infpe&ion  of  all 
the  world.  This  celebrated  regifter,  if  really  authentic,  affords 
the  moft  convincing  proof  of  the  corruption,  extravagance,  and 
profligacy,  of  the  court  of  Verfailles,  that  can  well  be  imagined. 
But  the  tranflator  and  publifher  of  the  prefent  work  think  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  inform  the  public  that  they  can  in  no  refpect  vouch 
for  the  truth  of  its  contents,     Thofe  articles  elpecially  which 

relate 
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^relate  to  the  private  condu&  of  the  King  and  Queen  of  France, 
Monfieur,  the  Count  and  Countefs'd'Artois,  the  Duke  of  Or- 
leans, the  Duchefs  of  Polignac,  the  Duchefs  of  Albanv,  they 
believe  to  be  much  exaggerated,  and  fufpefl:  to  be  wholly  un- 
true. We  fhall  therefore  pafs  over  thofe  articles,  and  lay  before 
cur  readers  a  few  of  the  others,  as  a  fpecimen  of  this  extraordi- 
nary production. 

The  firft  article  in  the  lift  contains  the  penfions  to  M.  Aligre 
and  his  wife : 

*  Aligre  (Etienne-Francois  d'),  firft  honorary  prefident  of  the 
parliament  of  Paris,  and  commander  of  the  order  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
195,000  livres  (393 7I.  10s.) 

'  1. — 12,000  livres  (525L),  as  the  fecret  and  very  kind  agent  of 
government  in  his  parliament. 

'  2. — i2,coo  livres,  upon  the  fame  account. 

'  3. — 1 2,000  livres  for  regiftering  the  editt  againft  the  Jefuits* 

•'  4. — 12,000  livres  for  regiftering  the  edift  for  two  twentieths. 

'  5. — 12,000  livres  in  honour  of  his  fervices  in  the  affair  of 
Maupou. 

'  6. — 15,000  livres  (657I.  5s)  for  his  fignal  fervices  in  engrojjing 
com. 

*  7.— Finally,  i£,«oO  livres  for  regiftering  feveral  edicls  which 
bad  excited  oppofition. 

9  Aligre  (Madam  Baudry  d'),  wife  of  the  prefident  of  that 
name,  36,000  livres  (1575I.) 

'  i. — 12,000  livres  as  a  recompenfe  for  the  uneafinefs  given1  her 
by  the  frequent  and  nightly  journeys  of  the  prefident  her  hufband  to 
Verfailles,  upon  the  fervice  of  the  court,  and  by  his  pafling  whole 
nights,  and  even  weeks,  in  receiving  his  inftructions,  or  affording  in- 
telligence to  the  minifters  and  miltrefles  of  our  kings ;  alfo  by  his 
fpending  fo  much  time  in  the  company  of  his  miftreftes,  in  order  to 
Jofe  the  recollection  of  the  public  contempt,  the  difefteem  of  hit 
court,  and  the  virtuous  exhortations  of  his  wife. 

'  2. — 12,000  livres  for  the  fervices  of  her  hufband. 

'  3. — An  additional  12,000  livres  upon  the  fame  account.* 

We  can  entertain  no  high  opinion  of  die  public  virtue  of  a 
court  where  luch  penfions  were  granted  as  the  reward  of  politi- 
cal obfequioufnefs  to  its  dictates ;  but,  the  following  article  is 
one  of  many  which  (hew  that  liberal  penfions  have  like  wife  been 
beftowed  for  fecret  fervices  of  a  different  nature  : 

*  Beaumarchais  ( Pierre- Auguftin-Caronde),  fecretary  to  the 
king,  1 ,  100,000  livres  (48,1251.)  .       - 

«  1.— 60,000  livres  (2625I  )  in  consideration  of  his  difcretion  upon 
the  lying-in  of  Madame  Adelaide,  filler  of  his  majefty  Louis  XV. 

9  2. — 120,000  livres  (5250I.)  for  his  journey  to  London,  where 
Jie  remained  under  the  orders  of  receveur,  one  of  the  police  fpies,  in 
order  to  feduce  and  arreft  Morandc,  the  author  of  forae  calumnious 
pamphlet*. 
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4  j.— 400,000  livres  (17,5001.)  for  taring  procured  lor  his  ma» 
jefly  the  widow  Seouin  and  the  little  Selin. 

*  4. — 480,000  livres  (zt,oool.)  as  the  prior,  of  hit  pamphlet  againft 
the  parliament/ 

The  two  fubfequent  articles  relate  to  fervices  of  the  (amt 
kind: 

4  Dubarry  (Count,  vulgarly  called  the  fat  Dubarry,  to  diftin- 
guifh  him  from  his  brothers,  who  are  all  counts),  86,000  livres 
($500!.)  to  fvpport,  in  a  proper  manner,  the  diftinguifhed  honour 
done  hint  by  the  favourite,  when  (he  took  his  name  in  wedlock. 

"      'NOTES. 

*  Louis  XV.  after  having  flept  feven  or  eight  times  with  the  fair 
Lange,  inquired  of  the  complaifant  Le  Bel,  who  procured  her  for 
him,  whether  (he  was  married.  The  anfVer  was,  <  No ;'  and  the 
immediate  direction  was,. '  Marry  her,  to  prevent  my  deing  any 
thing  foolifti.'  Thus  Lange  became  a  countefs  by  marrying  the  fat 
Dubarry,  a  drunkard,  wallowing  day  and  night  in  the  very  mire  and 
filth  of  debauchery.    Three  hundred  thoufand  livres  in  (pecie  were 

fiven  to  this  happy  mortal,  befides  this  allowance  of  80*000,  which 
e  (pent  in  taverns,  threatening  all  who  offended  him  with  fentence 
of  death,  to  be  obtained  by  the  intereft  of  his  wife,  who  had  the  ho- 
nour of  fleeping  with  a  king ! 

4  Dubarry  (Jean  Comte),  called  Count  John,  brother-in-law  of 
the  favourite  of  this  name,  150,000  livres  (S750I.),  with  reverfion  to 
his  children^  aad  to  the  erand  children  of  his  grand-children, 

*  1.^-15,000  livres  (656I.  5s.)  for  his  fervices  to  Louis  XV.  in 
delivering  to  him,  by  means  of  Le  Bel,  njakt  de  cbambre  to  hit  majefty, 
the  dewfflk  L-*— ge,  \\s  mtftrefs. 

f  a.— 7^,000  livres  (32801.)  for  hfs  fervices  in  the  cabal  pf  Mau- 
pou,  d'AigttBion,  and  Nirernois,  againft  Ghbifeul,  Sec.  Sec.  Set.  &c* 

We  Jhalb  conclude  our  extra£b  with  fubjoining  the  next  ar- 
ticle, as  a  farther  inftance  of  the  profligacy  which  prevailed  at 
the  eourt  of  France  in  the  reign  of  Louis  XV. 

4  Grammont  (Madame  la  Duchefle  de),  130,000  livres,  for  her 
numerous  and  important  fervices,  in  political  affairs,  and  for  thofc  of 
fhe  late  Duke  de  Choifeul  her  brother. 

4  N  O  T  E  S, 

*  Let  us  not  calumniate  the  benefactors  of  human  nature,  Ma- 
dame do  Grammont  has  had  a  great  deal  of  influence  in  the  govern- 
ment. It  began  with  her  beauty:  (he  captivated  Louis  XV.  and  it 
is  indisputable  that  her  brother,  the  Duke  de  Choifeul,  conveyed  her 
ojandeftinely  to  the  king's  bed,  as  an  antidote  to  the  power  of  his 
fair  enemy.  This  compliance  of  the  duke  and  his  fitter,  together 
with  the  danger  to  which  a  grifette  expofed  herfelf  in  (hiring  the 
)]     '  royat 
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xoyal  carefles  with  die  Cotnitcfs  Dnbarry,  wa»  certainly  an  objeft 
of  fome  confequence.  The  duchefs  who  could  not  ruin  AiguUlon, 
TJoynes,  or  even  Maupoo,  had  ncverthelefs  great  credit  in  her  time. 
She  brought  forward  Calonne,  and  fupported  the  rafcal  Le  Hoir 
againft  the  efFcd  of  his  crimes,  againft  the  public  hatred  and  indig- 
nation, and  againft  the  juft  fufpicion  of  Louis  the  Sixteenth/ 

In  all  governments  an  economical  and  judicious  application  of 
the  public  finances  is  one  of  the  fureft  figns  of  a  wife  and  vir- 
tuous adrainiftration  5  but  the  profuiion  of  the  French  court,  in 
the  reign  of  the  late  king  (we  forbear  to  (peak  of  the  prefent),  is 
almoft  unexampled  in  hiftory ;  and  it  was  the  more  urnuftifiable, 
as  the  chief  obje&s  of  it  appear  not  to  have  been  thofe  who  had 
iignalifed  themfelves  in  the  public  fervice,  but  the  moft  worth* 
Jefs  minions,  and,  in  general,  either  the  miftrefles,  or  the  pan- 
ders to  the  criminal  pleasures  of  a  weak  and  duToldte  fovereign. 

If  the  numerous  articles  contained  in  this  penfionary  lift  be 
founded  in  fa&,  they  afford  the  ftrohgeft  poffible  evidence  how 
much  a  reform  in  the  expenditure  of  the  public  revenues  has 
been  wanted  in  France;  and  the  regulation  of  this  part  of  the 
police  is  one  of  the  moft  important  benefits  obtained  by  the  Na- 
tional Affernbty.  To  j>referve  it  from  abufe,  in  future,  ought 
to  be  a  principal  objed  of  patriotic  attention  under  every  v^ri- 
ation  of  government. 


Art.  III.  Adefcr'tptitie  Account  of  the  Ifland  of  Jamaica  \  mtb 
Remarks  upon  the  Cultivation  of  the  Sugar-Cane9  throughout  tfo 
different  Seafons  of  the  Tear^  and  chiefly  confident  in  a  ptMurefqu* 
Point  of  View  >  alfp  Qbfervfdions  and  Reflections  upon  what  would 
,  probably  be  the>Conjequenm  of  an  Abolition  of  the  SUtv^Trade^ 
and  of  the  Emancipation  of  the  Slaves.  By  William  Beckford^  £fq. 
Author  of  Remarks  on  the  Situation  of  thi "Negroes  in  Jamaica. 
#*o.    2  vols.  ifcs.  boards.    Egertori,'    London,  1790, 

f  Concluded.  ] 

IN  the  fecond  volume  our  author  purines  the  fubje^  of  hus- 
bandry, and  gives  a  lively  defcription  o£  the  employment  of 
the  negroes  in  what  arecalfed  odd  jobs.  Though  there  is  no- 
thing in  this  account.but  what  rouft  j>e  pleafmg  to  a  planter,  of 
cyen  an  inhabitant  or  the  Weft  Indies,  yet  as  this  js  the  fitu- 
ation  of  a  comparatively  fmall  number  of  our  readers,  we  (hall 
refer  thofe  few  tp  the  performance  itfelf,  and  attend  to  obje&s 
more  generally  interesting.  For  the  fame  reafon  that  we  pafs  over 
many  ufeful  remarks  on  hufbandry,  we  ftill  more  relu&antly  omit 
(he  pi&urefque  account  of  the  fiftiing  on  the  coaft  and  in  the  rivers 
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of  Jamaica.  As  we  have  given,  indeed,  fuch  large  extrads  t* 
{hew  our  author's  talent  at  defcription,  we  wife  to  confine  our 
remarks  on  the  prefent  volume  to  the  fubjed  which  at  prefent  fo 
inudi  engages  the  attention  of  fome  of  the  moft  enlightened  cha- 
falters  in  the  mother  country,  % 

Having  never  before  met  with  a  performance  in  which  the 
queftion  of  flavery  and  the  afiual  iituation  of  the  negroes  is  (b 
fairly  ftated  on  both  fides,  our  readers  will  allow  us  to  lay  before 
them  extra&s  large  in  proportion  to  the  importance  of  the  fuh* 

{"e&,  and  the  impartiality  of  the  writer.  Though  he  has  referred 
thnfclf  for  the  grand  queftion,  till  towards  the  conclufion,  yet 
aware  that  the  general  opinion  is  againft  him,  he  has,  with  much 
ingenuity,  interfperfed  many  preparatory  remarks  in  other  parts 
of  the  work.  Thefe  remarks  are,  however,  not  only  judicious, 
but  fome,  particularly  thofe  on  the  comparative  (late  of  the  ne«* 
groes  and  many  Britifh  fubje&s,  are  unanswerable : 

4  AH  kinds  of  ground  provifions  and  corn  are,  as  well  as  the  plan- 
tain, fuccefsfully  cultivated  in  the  mountains ;  but  as  this  is  done  by 
the  negroes  in  their  own  grounds,  and  on  thofe  days  which  are  given 
So  them  for  this  particular  purpofe,  it  does  not  enter  into  the  mafs  of 
plantation-labour  i  it  may  be,  however,  noticed,  that  fome  idea  may 
be  conveyed  of  the  manner  in  which  they  confume  or  employ  that 
time  which  is  given  to  them  either  for  relaxation  or  profit. 

*  The  humanity  of  individuals  in  England  is  top  apt  to -exaggerate 
the  real  labour  and  futferings  of  the  negroes  in  Jamaica ;  and  1  fhould 
be  forry,  were  I  even  of  fuificient  confequence,  to  advance  one  word 
that  could,  in  any  inftance,  tend  to  the  fuppreffion  of  a  figh  in  their 
particular  favour.  Their  condition  alone,  independently  of  any 
abufes  to  which  a  ftate  of  bondage  may  be  fubjeft,  is  fufficient  to 
awaken  the  commiferation  of  the  mod  unfeeling ;  but  yet  let  not  the 
tongue  of  benevolence  in  too  peremptory  a  manner  infift  that  flavery 
like  theirs  is  cut  off  from  every  enjoyment. 

'  Let  compaf&on  turn  the  eye,  with  fympathy  of  heart,  to  thofe 
tKoufands  who  weep  under  the  pangs  and  difgrace  of  perfonal,  and 
perhaps  unmerited,  confinement;  who  lament,  in  folitary  exclufion, 
the  lofs  of  liberty ;  or  who  are  difturbed,  by  noife  and  blafphemy, 
from, brooding  over  in  quiet  forrow  thofe  difappointments  they  have 
fufFered,  or  thofe  miferies  they  endure. 

•  If  there  be  twenty  thoufand  perfons  confined  in  the  different 
gaols  of  the  kingdom  for  debt ;  and  if  it  be  fuppofed  that  the  per- 
ianal durance  of  one  has  an  effeft  upon  either  the  means  or  the  com- 
forts  of  fiv*~~ how  vtry  great  inuft  be  the  annual  calculation  of  mi- 
fery !  what  affli&ion  inoft  be  felt  by  families,  what  defpondency  be 
the  fate  of-  individuals ! 

.  '  Of  the  numbers  that  die  in  the  houfes  of  mortification  and  of 
ihame,  fcom  a  barorefieclion  of  their  condition,  the  calculation  is 
more  confiderable  than  the  interefted  and  the  unfeeling  will  be 
inclined  to  iuppofe ;  for  if  an  efHmate  were  to  be  made  of  the  broken- 
hearted alone,  independently  of  thofe  who  actually  perifli  for  want  of 

the 
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|he  common  neceflaries  and  fupports  of  life,  the  amount  would  (hock 
the  philanthropist,  as  it  ought  to  awaken  the  legislator,  to  intereft 
the  citizen,  and  to  fhame  the  man.  Happy  are  thofe,  in  fome  in- 
ftances,  who  are  without  property,  and  are  confequently  ignorant  of 
law !  Such  are  the  peasantry  in  moll  countries,  and  fuch  are  the 
flaves  In  all. 

c  It  is  more  particularly  in  England,  the  land  of  boafted  freedom, 
that  one  man  prefumes  to  have  a  fummary  right  to  attach  the  perfon 
of  another,  and  to  overwhelm  with  fhame  and  forrow  his  benefactor 
and  his  friend.  It  is  in  the  power  of  a  mean  and  an  infblent  creditor, 
without  producing  an  honeft  teftimony  of  his  debt,  to  confign  to  mor- 
tification and  defpair  the  life  of  him  who  is  willing,  and  who  would 
be  able,  were  his  means  not  fequeftered  to  gratify  the  rapacity  of 
Others,  to  difcharge  his  demand  with  punctuality  and  honour. 

*•  The  perfon  of  no  one  is  fafe.who  owesNten  pounds,  although  he 
may  have  an  hundred  in  his  pocket  to  pay  it,  if  the  wretch  to  whom, 
he  is  indebted  this  paltry  fum  fhall  either  diflike  the  cut  of  his  face, 
fhall  have  imagined  fome  perfonal  flight,  or  fhall  wifli,  from  an  info- 
lent  malignity  of  heart,  to  expofe  him  to  private  mortification,  and  to 
difgrace  him  by  public  fhame.  . 

'  How  feldom  do  individuals  exprefs  any  compaflkm  for  thofe  who 
owe  them  money!  Humanity  is  buried  in  intereft;  and  he  who 
would  fquander  hundreds  of  pounds  to  gratify  his  oftentation  and  his 
pride,  would  not  give  one  fhilling  to  refcue  a  fufrering  wretch  from 
want  and  raifery :  and  there  are  even  numbers  among  thofe  who  have 
fubfcribed  fo  largely  towards  the  liberation  of  negroes,  who  would 
not  cancel  a  debt  of  fifty  pounds  to  relieve  a  human  creature,  of  their 
own  religion  and  colour,  from  the  difgrace  of  confinement,  and  the 
confines  of  defpair. 

.  '  By  whom  are  the  patient  foldiers,  and  the  much-enduring  fta- 
nien,  pitted  ?  The  former  are  fwept  away  by  the  fcythe  of  death, 
like  cowflips  in  a  field ;  and  yet  no  one  feems  to  care  whether  they 
exifled  or  they  died. 

*  How  many  thoufands  of  the  latter  defcription  of  men  are  an- 
nually facrificed  to  famine  and  difeafe,  without  even  partaking  of  in- 
dividual commiferation !  and  what  numbers  are  fwallowed  up  by  that 
tremendous  and  voracious  element  which,  indignant  at  the  presump- 
tion of  man,  has  ftrewn  rocks  and  quicldands  in  his  way,  to  forewarn 
him  of  hifrrafhnefs,  to  point  out  his  danger,  and,  thefe  neglected,  tot 
convince  him  of  his  end ! 

'  The  late  awful  fpe&acle  exhibited  at  Yarmouth  muft  farely  con- 
geal the  blood  of  every  man  of  feeling  who  fhall  fufrer  himfelf  to  form 
an  idea  of  the  domeflic  affliclion  that  muft  confequendy  enfue ;  and 
yet  the  impreffion  of  the  fcene  may  wear  away  with  the  hour  that  pro- 
duced it ;  and  he  who  was  not  a  witnefs  of  the  deftru&ion,  may  not 
anticipate  the  miferies  it  has  occafioned ;  nay,  although  it  may  be  in 
fome  inflances  a  public  lofs,  yet,  after  the  firft  afre&ed  figh  of  ftir- 
prife  fhall  have  evaporated,  all  future  exclamation  may  become  for 
ever  fupprefTed. 

-'  How  feldom  does  humanity  take  an  intereft  in  the  labour  and 
confinement  of  the  galley-flaves,  who,  chained  to  the  oar,  and 

fcarcely 
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f^r^ijtahttU'tiid  barety  ftoVare  obnoxious  to  daily  toil  and 
*9fiJwl#W*>  **4  *Mi«^ri»»  whu*  |irote&s  them  from  the 
fyunjtffyy,  ,|U  t£e  feme  time  expels  that  air  which  might  help  to 
rpr^flv  ftejr  languid  bodies,  and  to  .cheer  xheif  drooping  minds.  So 
litttq  is  their  unhappy  fortune  commjferated,  jhat  the  inhuman  have 
toe&ifftftnetimes  known  to  take  pleafure  in  their  fufferings,  and  have 
evbatehel3  without  compuncVion  their  unremitting  exertions  lead  to 
*Hk>  •*""■' 

\  ♦•iJoW  enviable  is  the  real  irtuatton  of  a  good  negro  to  any  of  thofe 
eJLthe  above  defe'riptfon  t  The(e  laft  have  not  any  time  they  can  call 
their  own;  whereas-  i^tfermjr  has  many  weeks,  nay  months,  that  he 
can  apply  according  tatke  bent  of  his  tocfcnsrioos*  sad  f*r  which  he 
i&ME  acc*u«tobte  to  any  one. 

\  The  8^kitufa&urer»  the  artifan,  and  the  mechanic,  cannot  be  Cud 
to  enjoy  their  leifure ;  for  thefe  muft  work  to  ward  off  famine*  and 
if  they  t*ke  but  ome  day  in  the  week,  excepting  Sunday  f  tothetnfelves. 
It  is  considered  as  a  theft  upon  their  families,  and  they  will  conse- 
quently feel  diftrefs ;  befides,  they  are  obliged  to  work  every  hour  in 
the  day,  And  to  carry  their  labour  likewife  into  the  nighty  whereas 
the.  occupations  of  the  negro  are  not  fo  unremitting;  and,  feven 
manikin  *heye*r*t  totft,  before  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and 
^fter.-feTen;^  night,  his  perianal  attendance  h  feldpra  required*  and 
ljt^af.c«wfe  difpenfed  with.  He  has  every  SfH^aythtovghcoit  the 
y*#*itehimfelf>  every  other  Saturday  outoi  crop;  twoer'thsefe  days 
fct  £&*ttoft!>  maw  dayaie  the  raiay  feaibaw,  su^aftctntom*  jUifofar 
|jime^(beidea;  #fed  he  is  frequently  laid  up  for  dnya  by  imaginary 
iilcaf$i  aadi*whicj>^e.i*  peihap*  tc<>c^nii*i*rt«d*        i  -nitniTj 

4  Having  feen  it  aiterted  in  the  public  printe  that  the  •  negroes  :m 
tke^WMndia  ifl^od$  are  not  allowed  any  fpeciic  ti«e  for  relaxation, 
Ih^ye  b«cn  consequently  induced  to  tiate  the  kifureothey  ortnastyeo* 
J9iyi^»d  I  eo*Ul  ykewdfc  enumerate  many:  other  tadifeendesi&shkli 
they  experience,  were  1  not  apprehenfive  that  I  nrght  b<r  nmfidered 
pajfcWU  hut-I  muft  here,  take  t^libewy^enforccva*faoid<tJite,%an 
obfenKtion}  have  before  madej  and  tfiefeiwha  isuereft  diesnfciyes 
f<?  mwch  i*,j&t.fat*of  jth&flavei,  will,  J  am  face,  excuie  pkuwktynt 
aflert  that  the  planter  mull  be  a  real  gainer  by  ev«ry:refiarmurmt^caa 
immediately  or  ultimatdy  tend  to  the  comibrtiand  hsu^ioefaiiKQhofe 
Upon,  wjwfe  labour  he  is  dependent  for  Kis.owtr  Witttfy.  and)  wealth.; 
a&dhe.  (hauld  be  the  firil  xo  eotoe.  forward  soul:  *drforceje*e^>  Irene- 
vole^  iftJUttftionthtfrt,  can  either  meliorate  theirnfituationsg  oeifoiteft 
the-f^j&lbtfioo*  or  (uppwfsrthe  rig^ifcoofjbdwfcgeA      .  ^  uv  u-«* 

If  this  digreffion  on  the  flibjeA  'of  itrtpriforirttertt  f&r  ffttrt 
ftpuld^ppeartedious,  it  may  be,,  remarked,  th*t  the  ^orjftjtielf 
Uj^d^fifm  tHer £)&;%,  .This  the  «m&or  ;h^s ftament $$mm 

kftfffi^a^  &$  ^hafeitaiits  of-th^t,iaa^df  >  i&s  J^nopne 
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%  who  reads  his  book  can  be  ignorant  ef?"4nti  tte  nettlfea!t!ty  *e* 
mark  bow  thefe,  joined  to  a  coafiderable  ihare  of  claflteil  li!tto%- 
ledee,  are  likelv  to  unfit  a  man  for  the  rotine  of  httfban3(y  6f 
trade.  If  to  tnem  we,  a^d  the  almdft  proverbial  inconfid^t^ 
nels  and  prodigality  of  the  Creoles,  and  the  great  uncertainty  £? 
their  eftates,  we  cannot  wonder  at  the  embarraffment$  0/  ojjur 
author,  and  fhall  only  fay,  that  whatever  may  be  the  true  cayufe 
of  his  misfortunes,  it  would  be  unjuil  to, impute  tbemhuAily 
to  a  bad  difjppfaion*  We  heartily  join  with  bin*  m  con- 
demning the  cruelty  of  a  man's  being  obliged  to  refign  his  per- 
for^  liberty  041  account, of  debts  perhaps  innocently,  or  even 
neceflarily  contracted  ;  and  hope  the  wifdom  of  our  teghlattiFe* 
will  by  degrees  abolifh  a  punifhment  fo  much  more  thaft  adequate 
to  the  offence.  * 

In  another  place  our  author,  fpeaking  of  the  timber  6f  Ja*. 
maka,  remarks, 

«  And  here  I  cannot  help  obferving  one  advantage  which  tkef  paf* 
fefs  over  the  poor  of  other  Countries;  for  fuel,  the  moft  nccefliry  as 
well  as  comfortable  article  of  life,  they  have  at  hand  without^** 
peace,  and  the  procurement  of  which,  at  leaft  for  their  domeftk 
wanu,  is  not  attended  with  much  anxiety  and  toil.  I  may  likewiJi* 
add,  the  bleffings  of  ahoofe  without  rent,  of  clothes  and  food  wlthSc* 

i>urchafe,  and  an  ample  independency  of  land  without  the  iwtavti*  of 
eafe,  the  rapacity  of  ftewards,  the  rigours  of  cjedment,  or  «h# 
grinding  inhumanity  of  an  avaricious*  or  the  profligate  wants  of  an 
extravagant  and  unfeeling  landlord.  f  1  - 

« Sf%  know«ot  the  heart-breaking  humiliation  of  being'-obKgfcd 
to  fubnritto  haughtineis  and  power :  and  being  born  to  ftavety*  u$ 
the  Creole  negroes  are,  they  do  not  inveigh;  aigaiftH  &e>*urfei  of  in* 
dependence.  .'    '     -'"^    i;' 

«  7^/y  do  not  feel  the  pangs  of  generofuy  abuftd,  qf'OoaA&entt 
betrayed ;  nor  are  their  feelings  wounded  by  thf&rpetrt  Booth  of  deep 
ingratitude,  which  tears  the  bofom  that  affWded  jWote&io*  to  weak- 
nefs,  ahoVcomfbrt  to  difltefs.  r      :    ' . 

<  Uimoqnaintcd  with  chichanery,  that  peft  of  fociety,  that  exter- 
minator of  liberal  intercourfe  and  private  peace ;  that  vulture  which 
preys  upon  the  bowels  of  mifery,  and  which  would  fooner  ftarve  itfelf 
than  not  find  the  means  to  deftroy ;  unacquainted  with  this  plague 
that  corrupts  the  wholeftme  fountain  of  jaftke,  what  thty  therefore 
haye,  tftey.poflefc  iniafety  and  in  peace.* 

'  After  this  We^have  ah' account  of  the  difeafes  <$f  the/ihe£roe$, 
tfc*  their  gefcferai  Healthinefs,  compared  With  the ;  inhabitant*  of 
cdHe*  ditinates ;  Of  the  care  that  is  taken  of  them  in  tlfnefiFJ  and 
X  few  birtts  on  the  ftate  of  medical  knowledge  ih  thr'Weft  Indies, 
wfcteh  Mr*  Beckford  reprefents  in  a  more  refpcf&atye  lignfth&n 
weliavfe  afualty  been  taught  to  confider  it.  The  great' irtbr* 
ttlity  among  the  (laves,  fo  much  talked  of  by  our  well-meanl&g 

feformers. 
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reformers,  he  conceives  much  exaggerated,  and  reminds  us  tJt 
the  uncertainty  of  life  in  thofe  climates  from  excefTes,  from  the 
accidents  that  attend  the  nature  of  the  flaves*  employment,  from 
hurricanes,  and,  above  all,  from  long-neglected  difeafes  brought 
with- feme  of  them  from  Africa.  At  the  fame  time  he  admits 
fomething  may  be  imputed  to  the  avarice  of  the  matters ;  and 
feat*- that  the  eonfumption*  of  the  negroes  arife  lefs  from  neg- 
leded  colds  than  inanition.  But  the  mod  dreadful  of  all  the? 
fituatior*  to  which  the  imported  negroes  are  fubje&  is  one  which 
it  dees  the  more  credit  to  Mr.  Beckford  to  defcribe  fo  particu- 
larly, inafmuch  as  it  has  been  lefs  a  fubjeft  of  compjaint  with 
the  advocates  for  the  abolition : 

*  The  good  negroes  of  a  favourite  country,  let  the  price  be  what  it 
will,  are  in  general  very  foon  difpofed  of;  the  more  indifferent  ones 
will  not  be*  purchafed  with  much  avidity ;  but  the  extent  of  credit, 
and  reduction  of  terms,  are  temptations  which  thofe  in  the  Weft 
Indies  who  traffic  in  human  flefh  can  rarely  withftand :  but  thofe  un- 
happy fpeclres  that  are  become  objects  of  commiferation  from  ficknefs, 
neglect,  and  want,  and  who  perhaps,  at  their  departure  from  their 
native  country,  and  before  they  fell  under  the  inhuman  gripe  of  com- 
merce, were  vigorous  and  healthy — thefe  unhappy  creatures,  I  had 
armoft  {aid,  thefe  outcafh  of  intereft,  are  frequently  reduced  to  fuch 
a  fituation  of  bodily  mifery  and  mental  defpair,  that  their  appearance 
alone,  independently  of  the  reflections  it  occafions,  is  fufficient  to 
(hoek^he  eye  of  human  nature,  and  would  excite  companion  to  wifh 
them,  not  an  extended  exigence,  but  an  early  grave,  in  which  they 

,  might  bury  at  once  themfelves  and  their  misfortunes. 

*  'Many  of  thefe  poor  Wretches,  too  weak  for  exertion,  and  re- 
duced1 by  hunger  to  the  extremities  of  life,  are  feen  lying  about  the 
ftreetS'Wkhout  clothing,  without  food,  and  without  companion  {  and 
it  muft  finely  be  a  flor  upon  our  colonial  laws,  and  a  fatire  upon  the' 
humanity  of  individuals,  if  fuch  objects  are  left  to  perifh,  unnoticed 
and  unlamented. 

«  Some  have  not  language  to  exprefs  their  wants,  and  fbtne  are 
too  much  exhausted  to  figh  out  the  tremors  of  complaint,  but  hold 
out,  with  a  wiftful  and  defponding  eye,  a  withered  hand,  in  feeble 
token  of  their  fufferings ;  and  implore,  but  too  often  implore  in  vsain, 
with  all  the  eloquence  of  filent  fbrrovv  and  patient  refignation,  a  drop 
of  water,*  dr  a  crumb  of  bread,  to  fuftain  their  declining  bodies  in,  the 
laft  ftruggles  of  humanity,  and  to  ward  off  for  a  moment  the  impend- 
ing horrors  of  death. 

<  This  melancholy  pt&ure  is  by  no  means  over  coloured ;  and  the 
legiflajure  fcpuld  certainly  interfere  in  the  correction  of  an  abufe  fo 
very  obvious  ;  of  an  abufe  fo  difgraceful  to  the  privileges  of  re&fbn, 
and  fo  dilhonourabk  to  that  religion  whofc  tenets  are  founded  in 
mercy/         ,  .....* 

Can  we  form' a  more  horridldea  of  cool  brutality  fhanAfuch 
a  pi&ure^as  this*defcribes  ?    We  ihall  not  dwell  on  it,  but  leave- 

our 
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1to3t  rentiers  to  make  their  own  remarks.  To  prevent, fecit 
dreadful  confequences,  and  to  teach  the  merchant  and  planters 
the  great  importance  of  a  flave's  life,  Mr.  Beckford  propcfes 
that  a  temporary,  flop  fhould  be  put  to  the  importation*  j$y 
thefe  means  an  experiment  would  at  leaft  be  made  of  the  pt3C~ 
ticability  of  the  iflands*  keeping  up  their  own  population,  and 
the  planters  would  fee  how  much  it  is  their  intereft  to  prefers 
the  health  and  increafe  of  their  flaves.  ! 

After  this  Mr.  Beckford  again  attacks  Our  reformers  on  thofe 
two  unanfwerable  points,  the  wretchednefs  of  the  peafantry  of 
England,  and  the  rights  of  the  Weft-Indians  to  the  fulfilment 
of  thofe  engagements  on  which  they  hazarded  their  lives  and 
capitals  in  a  new  country,  and  a  dangerous  enterprife.  This 
leads  htm  to  a  tonfideration  of  the  lituation  of  the  planters* 
which  he  (hews  is  attended  with  fuch'  uncertainty,  anxiety,  and 
frequent  lodes,  as  to  entitle  them  to  every  juft  protection.  The 
whole  concludes  with  a  general  recapitulation  of  the  different 
parts  of  the  work,  and  a  kind  of  apoftrophe  on  the  author's 
lituation. 

Though  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that  the  work  abounds  with 
defcription,  fo  as  almoft  to  fatigue  the  fancy;  that  thedferef- 
fionsarefo  lortg  and  numerous  as  to  make1  us  often  low  fight 
of  the  fubjed  digrefled  front;  and  many  of  the  accounts  length- 
ened with  fo  tedious  a  prolixity  that  even  the  livelinefs  of  defcrij>* 
tion,  and  fmoothfiefs  of  period,  will  hardly  reconcile  us  to ;  yet 
we  meet  with  much  more  to  admire  than  condemn.  The  elegant 
tafte,  the  jtidicious  reafoning,  the  ftrong  points  of  view,  and  the 
novelty  of  a  gebrgical  treatife  from  the  tropics  rendered  int&r 
refting  by  the  above  particulars,  are  more  than  enough  to  com? 
penfate  for  all  deficiencies;  and  we  fcruple  not  to  recommend 
thefe  volviroes  tQ  aU  fuch  as  can  feel  entertainment  from  works  -of 
defcription,  or  fuch  as  with  for  impartial  information  on  the  im- 
portant fubje£  of  the  flave-trade. 

'— — '.     '.  *  -      ,.,  ," - 1 ,  ,  ,,   .  , 

Art.  IV.  Poems,  dedicated,  by  Permiffion,  ia  the  Right  Hen.  ihr 
Counufs  of  Fitzwilliamy  hy  S.  Pfdrf$n,  4to.  as.  6d.  J.  (Ciaies* 
Sheffield;  Robinfons,  London.     1790. 

V 

'TTHESE  poems,  which  we  iwderftand  are  the  production  of 
A  a  ypungjady  at  Sheffield,  who  has  been  potrontfed  by  Lord 
and  Lady  Fitz william,  difplay  a  confiderable  (hare  of  gemus  ind 
tafte.  The  authorefc  feents  to  poflefs  a  lively  imagination,  great 
fenfibility,  and  a  happy  talent  for  compofition,  which,  with  pro- 
per cultivation,  might  enable  her  to  cut  a  refpe&able  ftgwft,  among  t 
her  own  (ex,  in  this  path  of  literature*    The  following  ftwmets, 

the 
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the  firft  to  die  Reviewers,  and  the  fecond  to  AtituMri,  will  eiw 
able  our  readers  to  judge  how  far  we  are  right  in  our  opinion : 

*  To  you,  who,  feated  on  the  facred  hill, 

Smile  at  the  crowd  that,  where  Ca&alia  fiow?i 

Eagerly  prefi  to  tafte  the  vocal  rill, 
And  fancy  laurel  fillets  bind  their  brows  i 

To  you  a  votary  of  the  tuneful  choir 

Submits  her  wild  ftrains  with  a  timid  ftgh ; 

Vet  aJks  no  pity  if  her  humble  lyre 

Be  doom'd  in  dark  oblivion's  made  to  He. 

But  Oh !  if  judgment  mould  approve  her  lays, 
Judgment  whofe  eye  fweet  Sympathy  can  veil, 

More  than  the  partial  friend's  ihe'd  deem  your  praife, 
And  call  it  grateful  as  the  balmy  gale 

That,  breathing  on  the  river's  kj  fource, 
Difflblves  its  cryttal  bonds,  and  anunates  its  courfe.' 

'To    Aittumh; 

'  Sweet  Autumn !  nymph  ferenc !  I  love  to  trace 
Thy  penfive  footfteps  to  fome  wat'ry  cave^ 

Where  oft  thou  lov'ft  to  fhed  with  fofteft  grace, 
Thy  various  foliage  o'er  its  UTuing  wave ; 

Yet  dearer  to  my  foul  thy  chilling  air, 
When  thy  loftbird •  has ceas'a his  farewell  fweet, 

Far  more  congenial  to  this  heart  of  care 

Thy  looks,  that  Winter's  folemn  beauties  greet, 

Than  when  thou  ftrayt'ft  beneath  an  azure  iky, 

And  all  thy  glowing  graces  doft  unfold, 
Giv'ft  to  the  fragrant  peach  its  crimfon  dye, 

And  to  the  fhade  its  vegetable  gold ; 

Pbr  oh !  thy  parrine  look  recals  thofe  lovely  hour* 
Dear  weeping  mem  ry  decks  in  choiceft  flowers !' 

A  numerous  and  refpe&able  lift  of  fub&ribers,  at  the  head  of 
which  ftands  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  gives  us 
itafoh  to  conclude  mat  Mils  Pcarfon's  poetical  talents  are  already 
known,  though  not  fo  much  perhaps  as  they  deferve. 


•  The  fttdtatft. 
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Art.  V. '  Effays  on  Fafhionable  Difeafes,  the  dangerous  Effecls  of 
hot  and  crowded  Rooms,  the  Clothing  of  Invalids,  Lady  and  Gen* 
tiemen  Doclors,  and  on  Quacks  and  Quackery ;  with  the  genuins 
Patent  Prescriptions  of  Dr.  James* s  Fever  Powder,  TickelTs 
Mtherial  Spirit,  and  Godbold's  Balfam,  taken  from  the  Rolls  in 
Chancery,  and  under  the  Seal  of  the  proper  Officers ;  and  alfo  the 
Ingredients  and  Comtofition  of  many  of  the  mojl  celebrated  Quack 
Noflrums,  as  analifed  by  Jeveral  of  the  bejl  Chemijls  in  Europe. 
By  James  M.  Adair,  formerly  M.  D.  Member  of  the  Royal  Me- 
dical Society,  #  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians  of  Edin- 
burgh, Phyftciah  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Leeward 
IJlands,  and  to  the  Colonial  Troops,  and  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Courts  of  King's- Bench  and  Common-Pleas  in  the  IJland  of  An* 
tigua.  With  a  Dedication  to  Philip  Thickneffe,  Cenfor -General 
of  Great-Britain,  ProfeJforofEmpiricifm,  and  Nojfrum,  Rape, 
and  Murder-Monger  to  the  St.  James's  Chronicle.  To  which  is 
added,  a  Dramatic  Dialogue.  Publijhed  for  the  Benefit  of  the 
Tin- Miners  in  Cornwall.  By  Benjamin  Goofequill  and  Peter 
Paragraph.  8vo.  3s.  6d.  boards.  Sold  by  Bateman,  No.  21, 
Devonshire- Street,  Queen's- Square. 

'TpHE  author  of  the  prefent  work,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
•*  title-page,  has  retired  from  the  pra&ice  of  phyfic,  and  feems 
almoft  to  difclaim  his  right  to  the  continued  enjoyment  of  me- 
dical honours.  But  we  cannot  eafily  admit  the  validity  of  this 
modeft  dereli&ion,  efpecially  as  Dr.  Adajr  has  formerly  not  only 
pra£tifed  but  written  with  great  applaufe.  Whatever  be  his  pre* 
fent  fituation,  he  perfeveres  in  the  laudable  endeavours  of  con-* 
tributing  his  affiftance  to  the  prefervation  of  health,  and^thfc 
difcouragement  of  prevailing  empiricifm. 

In  the  firft  of  thefe  effays  the  author  is  at  pains  to  fhiew  that 
medicine,  as  well  as  other  arts,  is  fubjedt  to  revolutions  of  fa- 
fliion.  Falhion,  he  obferves,  has  not  only  influenced  the  grefct 
and  opulent  in  the  choice  of  their  phyficians,  furgeons,  apotheca- 
ries, and  midwiVes,  but  alfo  in  the  choice  of  their  difeafes,  as  he 
afterwards  proceeds  to  explain  in  the  following  manner : 

«  Patients  are  generally  prompted  by  curiofity  to  inquire  of  their 
medical  guide  what  is  their  difeafe?  But  an  explicit  anfwer  to  the 
queftion  is  not  always  either  convenient  or  practicable  j  becaufe  the 
do&or  is  fometimes  ignorant  of  it  himfelf :  inftead,  therefore,  of  en* 
tering  on  a  learned  difquifition  on  the  fubjeft,  or  candidly  con- 
feffing  his  ignorance,  which  would  not  be  always  confident  with 
good  policy,  he  gratifies  his  patient  by  a  general  term,  which  may, 
or  may  not*  be  expreffive  of  the  nature  of  the  difeafe.' 

Y  «  If 
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*  If  both  patient  and  dodfcor  are  people  of  fafhion,  this  circum-« 
'  fiance  is  alone  fufficient  to  render  the  term  fafhionable ;  far  as  people 

of  fafhion  claim  an  exclufive  privilege  of  having  always  fomething 
to  complain  of,  fo  the  mutual  communication  of  their  ailments  is 
often  the  topic  of  converfation ;  the  imagination  frequently  fuggefts 
a  fimilarity  of  difeafe,  though  none  fuch  really  exifts ;  and  thus  the 
term  becomes  foon  completely  fafhionable. 

*  In  the  latter  end  of  the  laft  and  beginning  of  this  century,  fpleen, 
vapours,  or  hyp,  was  the  fafhionable  difeafe. 

*  The  Princefs,  afterwards  Queen  Anne,  often  chagrined  and  in-* 
fuhed  m  her  former  ftation,  and  perplexed  and  haraSed  in  the  lat- 
ter, was  frequently  fubjeft  to  depreffion  of  fpirits ;  for  which,  after 
the  courtly  phyficians  had  given  it  a  name,  they  proceeded  to  pre- 
fcribe  Rawleigh's  confection  and  pearl  cordial.  This  circumftance 
was  fufficient  to  transfer  both  the  difeafe  and  the  remedy  to  all  who 
had  the  leaft  pretentions  to  rank  with  perfons  of  faihion.  In  procefs 
of  time,  however,,  thefe  fafhionable  and  palatable  (hop  drams  became 
by  repetition  too  weak ;  and  many  of  the  patients,  tired  of  the  ex- 
pence  and  inefficacy  of  the  remedy,  found  a  more  ready  and  more 
powerful  fubftitute  in  clofet  cordials  and  plain  Nantz. 

*  Upwards  of  thirty  years  ago,  a  treatife  on  nervous  difeafes  was 
published  by  my  quondam  learned  and  ingenious  preceptor  Dr.  Whytt, 
profeffbr  of  phytic  at  Edinburgh.  Before  the  publication  of  this 
book,  people  of  fafhion  had  not  the  leaft  idea  that  they  had  nerves  ; 
but  a  fafhionable  apothecary  of  my  acquaintance,  having  cad  his  eye 
over  the  book,  and  having  been  often  puzzled  by  the  inquiries  of  his 
patients  concerning  the  nature  and  caufes  of  their  complaints;  derived 
from  thence  a  hint,  by  which  he  readily  cut  the  gordian  knot—'  Ma- 
dam, you  are  nervous!'  The  folution  was  quite  fatisfa&ory, •  the 
term  became  fafhionable,  and  fpleen,  vapours,  and  hyp,  were  for- 
gotten. 

/  Some  years  after  this,  Dr.  Coe  wrote  a  treatife  on  biliary  con- 
cretions, which  turned  the  tide  c^f  fafhion :  nerves  and  nervous  dif- 
eafes were  kicked  out  of  doors,  and  bilious  became  the  fafhionable 
term.    How  long  it  will  Hand  its  ground  cannot  be  determined. 

'  Names  or  terms,  when  improperly  employed  in  matters  of 
Iclence,  neceflarily  create  confufion  and  error ;  but  had  this  faihion- 
able  term  been  productive  of  no  untoward  prafiital  confequenees,  I 
ihould  have  considered  any  attempt  to  combat  the  idea  as  unneceflary 
and  abfurd.  But  I  have  obferved  fo  many  injurious  effects  from  the 
adoption  of  this  idea,  that  I  think  it  my  duty  to  be  at  fome  pains  to 
point  out  the  danger  of  it.* 

In  fupport  of  this  opinion,  relative  to  the  pernicious  effects 
of  confidcring  diforders  as  bilious,  which  in  reality  are  not  fo, 
the  author  adduces  two  cafes  that  fell  under  his  own  obfervation; 
and  we  doubt  not  that  he  might  have  accompanied  &gm  with 
many  others  equally  conclufive.  Dr.  Adair  difproves,  by  ftrong 
and  juft  obfervations,  the  idea  of  bilious  difeafes  being  predo- 
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tninant  in  thofe  conftitutions  to  which  they  are  often  erroneoufly 
afcribed.     c  Perfons,'  fays  he, 

*  Of  relaxed,  delicate,  and  irritable  habits  (and  fueh  generally  are 
the  perfons  of  rank  and  fortune  who  feem  to  have  mqnopolifed  the 
term),  are  fo  far  from  being  affe&ed  by  excefs  of  the  bile,  that  the 
very  reverfe  is  the  cafe ;  becaufe,  from  the  weaknefs  of  their  vital 
powers,  the  languor  of  their  circulation,  and  confequently  the  poor 
and  watery  ftate  of  their  blood,  the  fecreted  humours',  th£  btk  efpe- 
cially,  are  much  lefs  akalefcent  and  pungent  than  they  ought  to  be. 

'  The  bile  is  often  more  deficient  in  quantity  and  pungency  than 
the  reverfe ;  and  this  is  frequently  the  refult  of  that  indolence  ,of  life 
and  relaxation  of  habit  moft  frequently  to  be  met  with  in  t^e  wealthy; 
and  is  often  accompanied  by  a  train  of  nervous  fymptoms  5  though  • 
there  is  no  doubt  but  perfons  in  the  inferior  ranks  of  life,  who  are 
reduced  by  indigence,  improper  diet,  or  difeafe,  may  alfo  labour  un- 
der this  defed  of  the  bile.  But,  without  iafifting  on  the  impropriety 
of  applying  the  term  bilious  under  thefe  circumftances,  it  will  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  obferve,  that  in  fuch  cafes  all  the  remedies  dire&ed  are  fuch 
as  are  intended  to  increafe  the  quantity  and  marpnefs  of  this  hu- 
mour:  hence  the  celebrated  Dr.  Boerhaave  prefcribed  ox's  gall  and 
other  bitters,  in  fuch  cafes,  as  fubftittftes  to  the  bile ;  when  they  pro- 
duce a  double  effect,  not  only  by  neutraliiing  the  (harp  acid  generated 
in  weak  ftomachs,  which  bitters  always  do ;  but  alfo  by  rendering  the 
digeftiVe  humours  more  alcalefcent  and  pungent,' 

We  entirely  agree  with  this  judicious  author  in  rejecting  the 
idea  of  bile  being  a  prevailing  caufe  of  difeafe  in  temperate  cli- 
mates. Frequent  experience  has  equally  convinced  us  that  fuch 
an  opinion  is  founded  in  error;. and  on  the  injurious  confe- 
quences  of  treating,  according  to  this  principle,  difeafes  arifing 
from  very  different  caufes,  it  is  unneceflfary  to  make  any  ob- 
fervation. 

The  fecond  eflay  treats  of  the  dangerous  effe&s  of  hot  and 
crpwded  rooms.  Innumerable  inftances  might  be  produced  to 
confirm  Dr.  Adair's  reprefentatron  on  this  fubject.  It  is  now 
well  known  that  foul  air  not  only  weakens  the  fprings  of  life, 
but  generates  the  moft  malignant,  and  thofe,  too,  contagious  dif- 
eafes. Dur  author  warmly  recommends,  to  perfons  in  health  as 
well  as  to  invalids,  to  admit  a  free  circulation  of  air  in  their  bed^ 
chambers,  by  various  ways,  and  in  different  degrees,  according 
to  the  feafon  of  the  year  and  other  circumftances.  We  fhaS 
prefent  our  readers  with  the  inftru&Ions  delivered  on  this 
fubjeel: : 

*  During  the  warm  clofe  weather  of  the  fummer  and  autumnal 
months,  the  chamber  door  may  be  left  open  for  a  few  nights ;  af- 
terwards a  part  of  the  fa(h  may  be  left  open,  but  the  current  of  air  in- 
tercepted by  the  fhutter ;  and,  as  the  perfon  becomes  more  habituated 
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ta&ce  *irt  the  (hutter  alfo  may  be  left  open,  and  the  current  pre* 
vented  by  dropping  a  window  curtain  before,  it. 

4  In  the  colder  months  a  window  in  an  adjoining  apartment  may 
be  left  open,  a$  alfo  the  door  of  communication ;  opening  or  clofing 
the  fhutter,  according  as  the  wind  does  or  does  not  blow  dire&ly  from 
that  quarter.  Chimney -boards,  as  very  great  impediments  to  a  free 
circulation,  ought  never  to  be  admitted  in  any  apartment. 

*  Tbick  curtains  clofely  drawn  round  the  bed  are  very  injurious ; 
becaufe  they  not  only  connne  the  efHuvia  thrown  off  from  our  bodies 
whiltt  in  bed,  but  intercept  the  current  of  pure  air. 

4  It  may  be  objected,  that  by  the  admiffion  of  cold  air,  perfons, 
efpecially  invalids,  would  be  apt  to  Catch  cold,  as  it  is  commonly  catied; 
but  fo  far  from  this  being  the  cafe,  1  aver  that  difeafes  from  this  caufe 
generally  proceed  from  perfons  being  excidfed  to  cold  after  being  pi  e- 
;vioufly  much  heated ;  and  fo  far  is  exceffive  warmth  from  being  con- 
ducive to  the  cure  of  colds,  and  their  many  dangerous  confequences, 
that  they  are  always  exafperated  by  hot  clofe  apartments,  and  %6t  re- 
gimen  ;  and  therefore  the  belt  means  of  preventing  difeafes  from  cold 
is  to  avoid  the  contrary  extreme. 

'  Thofe  perfons  who  have  a  window  open  m  the  bed-chamber;  or 
an  adjoining  apartment,  need  not  be  under  any  apprehen&onorlfuf- 
fenhgby  a  current  of  air  being%nmediately  directed  upon  them  whilft 
in  bed ;  becaufe,  if  the  upper  fafli  be  open,  the  current  wiU  be  con- 
fiderably  above  the  level  of  the  bed ;  but  if  the  lower  fafli  be/ppen, 
it  will  be  prudent  to  draw  fo  much  of  the  bed  curtain  as  to  prevent 
the  wind  from  blowing  upon  the  perfon  in  bed.  But  the  danger  pf 
catching  cold  from  fttch  current  is  more  apparent  than  real ;  for  Jif 
the  head  and  body  be  properly  covered,  there  is  no  hazard  ;  aftcj  one 
advantage  of  thus  admitting  air  is,  that  perfons  who  are  in  thte  ha- 
bit of  lying  very  warm,  will  by  this' expedient  find  themfelveS  much 
left  opprefted  and  heated  by  a  load  of  bed- clothes  ;  as  the  lutigsyiike 
the  funnel  of  a  Hove,  difcharge  the  heated  and  foul  air  by  mean*  of 
the  cool  air  admitted  by  every  infpiration.' 

With  regard  to  the  fafety  of  the  practice  above  recom- 
mended, the  author  afliires  us  that  his  own  family  affords  ^'ma- 
il! fell  proof;  and  he  has  never  heard  that  any  of  his  frieiufe  or 
patients,  who  made  the  experiment,  have  had  any  reafon  to  re- 
pent it,  bur  the  contrary. 

The  author  next  treats  of  clothing;  another  important  iir- 
cumftance  in  the  prefervation  of  a  found  conftitution,  arid^wtiich 
be  cbferves  ought  to  be  accommodated  to  different  ages,  habits 
of  lire,  climate,  reafon,  and  ftate  of  health. 

In  the  third  eflay,  which  is  employed  on  the  emplricifm  of 
U&y  and  gentlemen  doctors,  the  author  (hews,  at  confiderable 
length,  the  bad  confequences  which  may  enfue  from  the  adnii- 
ni j nation  of  medicines  by  thofe  who  are  unacquainted  with  the 
principles  oif  phyfic.  To  their  benevolent  intentions  much 
pnufe,  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  is  due  ;  but  it  is  certain  that 
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no  perfon,  without  a  medical  education,  can  ever  be  qualified 
for  treating,  either  with*  advantage  br  fafety,  fo  important  »a 
branch  of  fcience  as  the  cure  of  dFfeafes.  " 

The  effays  abovementioned  are  fucceeded  by  a  humorous  Efra* 
matic  Dialogue  on  Quacks;  in  which  Mr.  Philip' Thickneffe, 
in  particular,  bears  a  confpicuous  and  laughable  part.  In  thte 
part  of  the  work  the  author's  fatire  is  as  poignant,  as  in  the 
others  his  obfervations  are  jufi  ;  but  for  fuificient  gratification 
on  this  fubjeft  we  muft  refer  our  readers  to  the  volume,  where 
they  will  likewife  meet  with  genuine  copies  of  the  prescriptions 
of  many  patent  medicines. 


ART.  VI.  A  Differtation  on  the  Englijh  Verb ;  principally  intended 
to  efcertain  the  precife  Meaning  of  its  Tenfesy  and  point  out  the 
Tenfes  of  the  Latin  and  French  Verbs  which  correfpond  to  them ; 
in  order  to  facilitate  the  Attainment  of  an  accurate  Knowledge  of 
tbofv  three  Language  and  difplay  the  fuperior  Excellence  of  the 
Engiijh  Verb  with  refpeft  to  Simplicity^  Copioufntfsy  and  Perfpi- 
cuity.  Yowhick  is  added  an  Appendix  on  French  and  Latin  Pat- 
tieiphsi  By  James  Pickbourn>  Mafter  of  a  Boarding*  School  at 
Hackney,     8vo.  6s.  boards.     Robinfons.    London,  1789. 

J  T  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  while  other  modern  languages 
*  have  been  rendered  correct,  and  reduced  to  fixed  rules,  lb 
little  attention  basbeen  paid  to  our  own,  which,  in  copioufnefs 
and,  variety  of  expreffion,  feems  equal,  if  not  fuperior,  to  all.' 
Like  moft  other  languages  of  the. fame  date,  our  nouns  are  lb 
iimpkras  Co  require  little  or  no  difcuflion ;  and  the  few  inflexions 
to  be  met  with  in  the  verb  has  perhaps  contributed  to  the  too 
little  attention  with  which  it  has  been  treated.  But  while  the 
inflexions  by  which  the  verbs  of  other  languages  diftinguiih  their 
tenfes  may  feem  to  burthen  the  memory,  they  at  the  fame  time 
fix  with  a  certainty  the  true  power  of  thofe  tenfes,  nor  can  they 
admit  of  any  further  varieties  in  conftrucTrion.  The  Eriglim 
language,  on  the  contrary,  having  only  two  tenfes  marked  "by 
inflexions,  has  a  great  variety  of  forms,  and  the  afliftance  of 
many  fubordinate  verbs,  to  exprefs  the  different  circumftances 
and  "times  accompanying  an  a£lion;  and  being  thus  uncorifined 
to  any  certain  rule,  whenever  new  modes  of  expreffion  have 
been  required,  the  addition  of  frefli  verbs  have  readily  fupplied 
ttiem.  By  thefe  means  there  is  fcarcely  a  circumftance  of  time 
or  action  but  what  Is  exprefTed  with  an  exaclhefs  to  be  equalled 
in  f&w  other  languages s  though  it  mult  be  cqnfefled*  tdo  often  • 
with  fuch  an  aHemblage  of  monofyllables  as  is  unpleafing  to  the 
eir*     We  cannot  therefore  wonder  if  foreigners  have  found 
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it  extremely  difficult  to  comprehend  the  precife  meaning  of  marly 
compound  tenfes,  to  which,  in  their  own  tongue,  they  have  no 
conrefponding  ones  :  and  thus  thofe  who  feem,  in  other  refpedls, 
well  acquainted  with  our  language,  are  feldom  equal  to  all  the 
difficulties  of  this  particular.  It  appears  alfo,  by  the  work  be- 
fore us,  that  our  own  grammarians  have  been  fo  deficient  in  ex- 
plaining this  intricate  fubjecS,  as  to  make  it  lefs  furprifing 
foreigners  (hould  ftill  continue  in  the  dark. 

,  Mr.  Pickbourh  begins  by  remarking  the  fimplicity  of  the 
Englifh  verb,  which  confifts  only  of  an  infinitive  mood,  a  pre- 
fent  and  preterite  tenfe,  and  two  participles*     The  participles 
he  conceives  to  have  no  refpedt  to  time,  in  which  they  are  go- 
verned entirely  by  the  auxiliaries  j  nor  even  to  the  aftive  or 
paflive  voice,. being  indifferently  ufed  for  either.     That  this  is 
the  cafe  with  what  is  ufuaily  called  the  active  participle,  or~the 
participle  in  ing^   will,   we  conceive,    admit   of  -doubt ;    and, 
fhpuld  it  prove  true,  will  not  make  much  in  favour  of  the  fu- 
periority  of  the  Englifh   verb.     Mr.  Pickbourn  obferves,  we 
*  may  either  fay>  4  they  are  building  a  houfe,'  or,  *  the  houfe  is 
4  building.'     Why  did  he  change,  on  this  occafion,  his  ufual 
example  of  the  verb  to  love  ?     Can  he  affert  it  is  indifferent  to 
f  y}  L  he  is  loving  his  wife' — or,  *  his  wife  is  loving' — or,  c  he 
6  is  ill-treating  his  wife' — or,  4  his  wife  is  ill- treating.'     In- 
.   deed,  we  are  afterwards  told,  that,  *  in  this  fenfe,  it  is  never 
1  itfed  when  fpeaking  of  any  but  inanimate  objects,  or  at  leaft 
E  fuch  as  are  incapable  of  the  actions  mentioned:  it  can  there- 
c  fore  in  no  cafes  occafion  obfcurity.'  .We  (hould  rather  honeftly 
admit  the  imperfection  of  our  language  in  this  refpe£t,  and  fay 
that,  for  want  of  a  paflive  voice,  we  are  conftrained  to  make 
ufe  of  the  a&ive  participle  in  that  fenfe ;  but,  to  avoid  obfcu- 
rity,  it  is  never  done  when  fpeaking  of  any  but  inanimate  ob- 
jects.    The  participle  in  td  appears  fo  fairly  proved  to  be  either 
aftive  or  paflive,  that  we  think  it  cannot  any  longer  remain  a 
doubt. 

After  this  our  author  proceeds  to  fhew  the  great  advantage 
our  language  poflefles  by  the  vaft  combination  of  different  verbs 
forming  a  great  variety  of  modes  of  exprefiion,  each  different  in 
its  meaning,  how  much  foever  they  may  have  been  confounded 
by  writers  under  pircumftances  in  which  ftrift  accuracy  was  not 
neceiTary. 

Of  the  prefent  tenfe  Mr.  Pickbourn  reckons  five  different 
forms,  all  of  them  diftind  iii  their  meaning  and  application. 
For  the  three  firft,  all  of  them  contributing  by  the  difference  of 
their  power  to  perfpkuity  of  expreflion,  the  French  and  Latin 
have  only  one  mode,  Jcribo,  ferns,  which  can  only  anfwer  to, 
/  write,  JL  do  write,  and  /  am  writing,  the  former  fixing  the 
6  faft 
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fafl  with  peculiar  energy,  and  the  latter  confining" it  with  pre- 
cifion  to  the  prefent  moment,  are  modes  of  expreffion  unknown 
to  thofe  languages.  Thefe  three  modes  have  always  been  con- 
fidered  as  prefent,  and  treated  by  moft  authors  in  the  manner 
we  meet  with  in  this  difTertation ;  but  the  two  latter,  /  have 
been  writing*  I  have  written,  have  never  till  now  been  termed 
prefent.  On  this  account  we  fhall  lay  before  our  readers  the 
author's  argument  in  his  own  words :  1 

€  But,  that  we  may  not  be  thought  to  determine  the  queftion  by 
theory  only,  let  us  confider  the  common  ufe  which  we  make  of  thefe 
tenies.  We  do  not  fay,  I  havs  been  writing  at  ten  o'clock,  1  have 
been  writing  yefterday ;  but  we  fay,  I  was  writing  at  ten  o'clock,  I 
nvas  writing  yefterday.  This  tenfe  therefore  evidently  belongs  to 
.  prefent  time ;  for  though  it  denotes  fomething  paft,  yet  it  implies 
that  it  paft  in  a  period  of  time  fome  part  of  which  ftill  remains  un- 
expired. 

'  This  compound  expreffion,  I  have  been  writing,  is  of  a  lingular 
nature,  and  perhaps  cannot  eafily  be  tranflated  into  other  languages. 
It  confifts  of  the  verb,  /  have,  in  the  prefent  tenfe,  which  confines 
the- action  to  prefent  time;  of  the  imperfect  participle,  writing,  which 
points  to  the  continuance  or  progreffive  ftate  of  it ;  and  of  the  perfect 
participle,  been,  which  indicates  the  completion  of  at  leaft  fome  part 
of  the  action,  though  it  does  not  determine  whether  the  whole  be 
completed  or  net.  The  proper  ufe  of  this  tenfe  is  to  exprefs  an 
action  that  has  been  begun,  carried  on  for  fome  time,  and  continued 
to  (or  at  leaft  nearly  to)  the  prefent  inftant;  but  it  does  not  decide 
whether  it  be  now  finiihed,  or  is  to  be  continued  longer.  If  I  fay, 
/  have  been  writing  a  letter,  I  intimate  that  the  letter  is  juft  now 
finifhed  [but  even  this  does  not  neceffarily  follow]  ;  but  if  I  fay,  I  have 
been  writing  two  'hours,  I  leave  it  undetermined  whether  the  action  of 
writing  is  to  be  continued  any  longer  or  not.  This  tenfe  is  always 
definite ;  for  it  means  a  fingle  action,  and  confines  it  to  the  point  of 
time  immediately  preceding  the  now,  or  prefent  inftant. 

*  The  other  tenfe  hkewife,  viz.  1  have  written,  as  evidently  be- 
longs to  prefent  time.  We  do  not  fay,  I  have  written  yefterday,  I 
have  written  the  firft  of  Auguft ;  but  we  fay,  I  wrote  yefterday,  I 
'wrote  the  firft  of  Auguft.  This  tenfe  may  properly  be  called  the 
prefent  perfect,  or  perfect  indefinite.  It  always  expreffes  a  perfect 
or  complete  action ;  but  an  action  that  has  been  completed  or  per- 
fected in  a  prefent  time,  /.  e.  in  the  prefent  day,  the  prefent  year, 
the  prefent  age,  &c.  If  we  fpeak  of  the  prefent  century,  we  fay, 
philofophers  have  made  great  difcoverics  in  the  prefent  century;  but 
if  we  fpeak  of  the  laft  century,  we  fay,  philofophers  made  great  dif- 
coveries  in  the  laft  century. 

'  This  tenfe,  preceded  by  the  words,  when,  before,  after,  asfoon  as, 
&c.  may  be  applied  to  denote  the  relative  time  of  a  future  action;  as, 
when  he  has  dined  he  will  write  a  letter. 

s  It  is  always  definite  with  refpect  to  action,  /.  e.  it  means  a  fingle 
or  individual  act  5  and,  in  one  cafe,  it  is  definite  with  refpect  to  time, 
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i.  e .  when  it  fignifies  a  thing  done  in  the  point  cf  time  iaun^cKateJy 
pveeedmg  the  prefent  inftant,  as,  /  bwvejufi  now  written  a  Utter*  ftot 
in  all  other  cafes  it  is,  with  refpeft  to  time,  indefinite ;  for  it  only  li- 
mits the-a&ion  to  a  period  of  time,  fome  of  which  is  not  yet  expired, 
without  referring  to  any  particular  part  of  that  period.  For  if  1  only 
fay,  Dr.  Prieftley  bos  pubtijhed  an  Englifh  grammar  [an  aft  which,  at 
this  time,  he  has  completed],  I  do  not  hereby  a/certain  whether  he 
ptiblHhed  it  yefterday  or  thirty  years  ago. 

'  A  learned  friend  *  has  remarked,  '  that  this  tenfe  may  be  made 
ufe  of  when  we  arc*  fpeaking  of  the  works  even  of  authors  long  fence 
deceafed,  provided  they  be  ftill  extant ;  but  if  thofe  works  do  not  re- 
main, we  cannot  with  propriety  ufe  it.  We  may  fay,  Cicero,  bat 
nqritun  orations ;  bnt  we  cannot  fay,  Cicero  has  written  poems.'  Jn 
the  firft  inftance,  by  a  bold  figure,  we  fuppofe  Cicero,  as  it  were,  ftill 
exifting,  and  fpeaking  to  us  in  his  orations  ;  but  as  the  poems  are  loft, 
we  cannot  mention  them  in  the  fame  manner* 

€  7  his  obfei  vation  may  likewife  be  extended  to  the  works  of  ar-r 
tifts.  Jf  they  nov  exift,  they  may  be  expreffod  by  this  rerrfe ;  but  if 
they  he  deftroyed,  it  cannot  be  made  ufe  of.  In  general,  this'  tenfe 
may  be  applied  wherever  the  adtion  is  connected  with  prefent  tittle, 
by  the  attoal  exiftence,  either  of  the  author  or  of  the  worky  though 
it  may  have  been  performed  many  centuries  ago  ;  but  if  neither  the 
author  ndr  the  work  now  remains,  it  cannot  be  ufed.  Thus,  (peeking 
of  priefts  in  general,  we  may  fay,  «  they  have,  in  all  age*,  ximms4 
gre*t  powers ;'  becaufe  the  general  order  of  the  prjefthoojd  ftilJY^ 
fift^.  ,  But  if  we  fpeak  of  the  £>j  uids,  or  any  particular  order  of  puefts 
which  docs  not  now  exift,  we  cannot  ufe  this  tenfe.  We  cannot,fey, 
'  the  Pruic^  priefts  bafut,  claimed  great  powers;'  but,  €  the  Druid 
priefts  claimed  great  powers;'  becaufe  that  order  is  now  totally 
extina.'     .  •  *  "T-k 

*  This  tenfe  anfwen,  I  believe,  precifely  to  the  compound  of  the 
prefect,  or  perfect  indeiinite  of  the  French,  J'ai  aime*  J*&t  itrifyX 
have  loved,  /  bwve  written  f.  li  we  tranflate  it  into  Latin,  it  irjuft 
be  by  the  preterperfecT  tenfe."  But  that  tenfe  in  Latin  like  wife  an*' 
fwersi  a  very  different  purpofe,  and  is  applicable  to  paft  aa  well  asito « 
'.  -;   '  ; \'.    .-    [  ;         srfr' 

*  Dr.Kfppis*  .       ./     ;M"„ 

t  It  U  furpriflng  that  Chambaud  fbould  have  paid  fo  lktleatWnU 
tion  to*the  <hfttri£hort  of  Englifll  tenfes  as  to  fay,  in  his  Grammar, 
p.  145,  that  fai  parte  may  be  tranflated  by  /  bave fyoten>  l^fpnkk 
I  did  ffnak,  or,  1  bd<ve  been  /peaking ;  for  it  can  only  he  rented, 
into  En^Kfti  l?y  the  firft  of  them,  except  in  One  very  particular,  <#fe. 


nute,  ufe  the.  preterite,  definite,  J  fake ;  •  for  the  iaftvhc*ur,ubPtte 
Jaft  mfttfte,;  is  as  comply,  paft;  as  yeAerday,  or  *he  lafl:  tenito-y.  "l 

'  X'C-;  '•>;  Xn/    \'.    •-'""    *    -        ^,tUfiprefent 
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prefent  time.     For  fcripfi  fignifies  not  only  (indefinitely)  f\4m*- 
written,  but  likewife  (definitely)  I  wrote,  or  /  did  writ*) 

There  is  certainly  much  ingenuity  in  theft  obfervations,  ^nJ,, 
we  are  ready  to  admit,  much  truth  ;  but  we  cannot  help  thinly 
ing  oar  author  has  fallen  into  an  error,  which,  if  aiming 
will  not  make  much  for  the  accuracy  of  the  Engliih,  aad 
would  involve  him  in  another  difficulty.  *  This  tenfe,'  &ys  bv* 
4  preceded  by  the  words  wheny  before^  &c.  may  be  applied  to  dc- 

*  note  the  relative  time  of  a  future  a&ion,  as,  when  he  hss 

*  Mined  he  will  write  a  letter/    In  our  opinion  this  is  either  an' 
inaccuracy  or  a  contraction  for  c  when  hejball  have  dined?  and 
accordingly  we  frequently  find  it  written  when  be  have  4med\ 
refembling,  in  fome  meafure,  the  manner  in  which  we  drop  the 
fign  of  the  fubjtm&ive  mood  after  the  conjun&ion  if,  as,  *  If 

*  he  die  in  the  caufe  he  will  be  revenged.'  And  that  this  is 
really  the  cafe,  Mr.  Pickbourn  muft  admit,  or  elfe  allow  that^ 
in  this  inftance,  the  French  and  Latins  have  a  greater  accuracy,, 
and  .even  variety,  than  ourfelves;  for  notwithstanding  his  ob- 
fervations Chat  this  tenfe  anfwers  pretty  exa#ly  to  the  French 
y -at  eerily  and  the  Latin  fcrtpfi  a  moment's  recolle&iao  will 
convince  htm  that,  when  ufed  in  this  fenfe,  it  would  bo  est- 
preffied  In  French  by  the  compound  future  J'mtrai  gcrk>  and  in 
Latfn  by  the  fubj un&ive  future  fcripfertu 

Thfij  next  chapter,  on  the  fubjedi  of  paft  tenfe*,  contains  fo 
mucjx  novelty,  and  fuch  a  variety  of  arguments,  all  of  which 
muft  be  explained  by  illuftrations,  that  we  cannot  attempt  to 
form' Any  abridgment  of  it;  and  to  tranferibe  the  whole  would 
much  exceed  our  limits*  The  principal  obje&  is,  to  afcertain 
thsuprecife  defer iption  of  an  aoriftic  tenfe.  ,  In  this  Mr.  Pick* 
bourn  differs  from  all  our  own  grammarians,  and,  in  many  re- 
ipetffcs,  from  the  Greek  ones ;  and  yet  we  ftrongly  fufpeS  he  \% 
tight.  However  thisjnay  be,  after  examining  the  fubjefl  with 
Very  great  attention,  we  have  no  objection  to  make  againft  any 
part  of  it,  but  are  ready  to  exprefs  our  obligations  to  the  indu#rjr 
andiHigenuity  of  the  writer  for  the  many  lights  he  has  thrown  oa 
this  {Complicated  fubjefi. 

On  the  future  tenfe  our  author  is  very  fliort  The  principal 
advantage  of  the  Ehglifh  is  in  the  ufe  of  the  prefent  participle  in 
ingy  which  accompanies  all  the  tenfes,  and  for  which,  as  he  ob- 
feryes,  the  French  have  no  fimilar  mode  of  expreffion.  But  in  La- 
tin* we  are  in  doubt  whether  the  gerund  may  not  occalionalJy  ex- 
pre4£  iL  particularly  in  the  future  tenfes*  As  to  the  puzzle  of 
idr^qfgnerp,  JhaH  and  «U/74  we  are  left  as  much  in  the  dark, as 
fever.  ;  JMj»  Pickbouwi  (ays  they  mean  the  fame  thing  j  and  then 
obferve*  that  the  difference  is  more  properly  modal  than  temporal. 
^         -  Yet 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


$4$  Pickbourn'j  Diffiriatisn  $n  the  EngUJh  Verb. 

Yet  furely  this  is  not  the  fame  things.  A  quotation  from  Dr. 
Lowth  concludes  the  chapter,  which  contains,  indeed,  nothing 
but  what  is  true,  and  what  a  Londoner  tray  comprehend ;  but 
it  will  be  much  kfs  intelligible  to  a  foreigner,  or  even  a 
northern  provincial,  than  the^w  afinarum  of  Euclid. 

In  the  obfervations  on  the  paffive  voice  our  author  fhews 
the  faoie  judgment  -and  accuracy  as  before ;  but  his  laudable 
partiality  for  the  Englifh  verb  betrays  him,  in  our  opinion, 
into  very  hafty  concluiions.  Among  other  arguments  irr  favour 
ef  the  participle  in  ing  being  ufed  in  a  paffive  as  well  as  active 
fenfe,  he  obferves,  that  as  the  perfect  participle  is  ufed  in  either 
fenfe,  there  feems  no  reafon  why  the  other  fhould  not  be  alfo. 
In  anfwer  to  this,  why  Ihould  wq  trouble  him  and  our  readers 
to  obferve,  that,  in  the  former  inftance,  the  auxiliary  c  to  have* 
is  ufed  ;  in  the  latter,  the  verb  4  to  be  ?*  While  with  the  par- 
ticiple in  ing  the  fame  auxiliary  being  ufed  mufl:  produce  a  de^ 
gree  of  ambiguity  in  language  that  nothing  but  neceility  can 
juftify,  or  the  greateft  caution  avoid. 

Treating  of  compound  participles,  in  the  next  chapter,  Mr, 
Pickbourn  again  convinces  us  of  his  great  accuracy  and  dili- 
gence, and  of  his  partiality  too.  It  is  with  much  juftice  that 
he  reprehends  San&ius  and  Harris  for  venturing  to  ufe  the  active 
participle  with  the  auxiliary  c  fum,'  as,  c  Jum  fcribens9  &c.  for 
.  which,  without  doubt,  there  is  no  .kind  of  authority.  But  as 
the  Greek  language  admits  this  mode  of  expreffion,  and,  in  our 
©pinion,  with  at  leaft  as  much  perfpicuity  and  elegance  as  our 
own,  we  could  have  been  glad  if  our  ingenious  author  had  car- 
ried his  refearches  a  little  higher*. 

The  chapter  on  the  infinitive  mood  contains  many  iagfnyws 
obfervations,  for  the  rooft  part  new.  The  author  appears  to 
us,  in  3  few  inftances,  to  have  confounded  the  inijnitive  mood 
with  the  participle  paffive ;  but  as  he  has  evidently  tbougbt.very 
deeply  on  the  fibjeft,  we  are  unwilling  to  hazard  a  qonje&ure 
againft  him.  In  one  inftance,,  indeed*  there  is  a  clumfy  Scot- 
ticifm  which  feems  to  juftify  his  opinion.  ( I  faw  the  bird  caught  J 
vwould  appear  the  participle ;.  Mr,  Pickbourn  fays  it  is  the  infini- 
tive paffive ;  and  certain  it  is,  the  lefs.  elegant  writers  of  the 
North  are  apt  to  fay,  c  I  faw  the  bird^*  caugAt9-*-'*  I  &w  the 
f  raen  be  hanged?  &c.  This  gives  us  the  idea  of  an  infinitive 
paffive  with  the  iign  &.  omitted.  The  remarks  oa  the  imperative 


.  •  *  U  is  uot  a  little  remarkable*  too,  that  the  Greeks  ijande  ufe  of 
fgkU.ejtptffliqjL  t,o  iignify  a  continued  action, , or  a  habit,  .vybik  we  ufe 
.  It  .only  /to  exprefs  ;he  adtioji  of  a  particular  time.  Xe^o^o^i  {jiys  of 
Socrates,  <p*.vqoc  w  6vw,  &c.  <  He  ufed  to  facrifice  openly?  a  circum- 
ftance  always  exprefled  in  Englilh  by  the  iimple  tenfe. 

and 
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snd  fobjun&ive  moods  are  equally  juft  and  perfpicuous*  Bat 
we  are  much  furprifed  fo  fenfible  an  author  fhould  fet  about 
controverting  Dr.  Adam  Smith's  dmple  propofition,  that  the 
verb  *  to  be/  embracing  an  abftra&  idea,  could  not  be  a  word 
of  early  invention.  A  propofition  fo  fimple  in  Itfelf,  that  we 
aFe  not  lefs  furprifed  Dr.  Smith  (hould  have  thought  it  neceffary 
to  ftart  it,  than  that  Mr.  Pickbourn  fliould  attempt  to  contro- 
vert it.  As  a  copula,  it  is  entirely  ufelefs  to  unrefined  lan- 
guages j  it  is  fufficient  for  all  the  purpofes  of  favages  to  fay,  Hon 
Jtrong,  man  walk.  Sec. :  and  thus  we  find  children,  and  thofe  who 
attempt  to  learn  a  language  by  rote,  ufually  exprefe  themf^lves. 
The  remaining  obfervations  on  this  fubjeft  not  being  at  all  con- 
nedted  with  the  author's  intentions,  might  have  been  very  well 
fpared  j  and  we  fufpect.  he  has  not  thought  fo  deeply  on  this  as 
on  the  peculiarities  of  the  Englifh  verb* 

The  appendix  on  the  French  and  Latin  participles  is  replete 
with  found  judgment  and  extenfive  learning.  It  does  great  cre- 
dit to  Mr.  Pickbourn,  as  indeed  does  the  whole  performance* 
If  we  have  obje&ed  to  fome  parts,  we  acknowledge  with  grati- 
tude our  obligations  to  the  author's  induftry  for  the  reft,  and 
fcruple  not  to  aflert,  that  this  is  the  firft  book  that  has  ever  been 
publiflied  on  the  Englijb  verb. 


Art.  VII.  The  Gentle  Shepherd;  a  Scotch  Pqftoral>  by  Allan 
Ram/ay,  attempted  in  Englijh^  by  Margaret  Turner.  8vo*  5s. 
Nicol.     London,  1790. 

*TPHE  Gentle  Shepherd  of  Allan  Ramfey  has  been  long  and 
*  juftly  celebrated.  It  is  an  excellent  paftoral  drama,  the 
characters  of  which  are  well  drawn  5  it  abounds  in  juft  fcenery 
and  afft&ing  incidents.  As  it  is  written,  however,  in  the  ruftic 
dialeft  of  Scotland,  it  muft  be  almoft  unintelligible  t>?  every 
perfon'but  a  native  of  that  country*  To  remedy  this  inconve- 
nience, Mifs  Turner  has  attempted  to  give  an  EngHiti  ver- 
fion  of  it  5  and,  in  our  opinion,  with  fome  degree  of  fuc- 
cefs,  if  we  confider  the  difference  between  the  Englifh  and 
Scottifh  dialeils,  and  the  difficulty  there  fometimes  is  of  finding 
expreffions  in  the  former  equal  in  ftrength,  beauty,  and  naivhey 
to  many  of  the  latter.  That  thofe  who  are  competent  judges 
of  both  diale£ts  may  be  enabled  to  determine  on  the  merits  of 
Mifs  Turner,  we  fhall  fele&  as  a  fpecimen,  Patie's  fpeech  to  his 
friend  Roger,  when  he  confoles  him  for  the  indifference  with 
which  he  had  been  treated  by  his  fweetheart  Jenny,  andiiiftru&s 
jiim  how  to  behave  in  future  on  fuch  occafions.    We  have 

marked 
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marked  in  italics  thofe  parts  where  we  thipk  the  verfioii  comes 
ihort  of  the  original : 

'ORIGINAL. 

«  Daft  gowk !  leave  off  that  filly  whinging  way ; 

Seem  carelefs— there's  my  hand  yc'll  win  the  day. 

Hear  how  I  ferv'd  my  lafs  I  love  as  weel 

As  ye  do  Jenny,  and  with  heart  as  led. 

Laft  morning  I  was  gay  and  early  out, 

tJpon  a  dyke  I  lean'd^  glowring  about ;  , 

I  faw  my  Meg  come  linking  o'er  the  lee  ; 

1  faw  my  Meg,  but  Peggy  faw  na  me : 

For  yet  the  fun  was  wading  thro'  the  mid, 

And  (he  was  clofe  upon  me  e'er  Ihe  wiit 

Her  coats  were  kiltit,  and  did  fwcetly  ihaw. 

Her  nraight  bare  legs,  that  whiter  were  than  fnaw* 

Her  cockernony  fnooded  up  fou  Geek, , 

Her  haffet  locks  hang  waving  on  her  cheek; 

Her  cheeks  fae  ruddy,  and  her  een  fae  clear;  ' 

And  O  !  her  mouth's  like  any  hinny  pear. 

Neat,  neat  (he  was,  in  buftine  waiftcoat  clean, 

As  (he  came  fluffing  o'er  the  dewy  green : 

Blythefbme,  I  cried,  my  bonny  JVleg,  come  here,     - 

I  ferly  wherefere  ye'ere  fo  foon  afteer  I 

But  I  can  guefs,  ye're  gone  to  gather  dew : 

She  fcour'd  awa',  and  faid,  What's  that  to  you  ? 

Then  fare  ye  weel,  Meg-Dorts,  and  e'eq's  ye  like^ 

I  carelefs  cried,  then  lap  in  o'er  the  dyke.  ^ 

I  trow,  when  that  (he  iaw,  within  a  crack,    . 

She  came  with  a  right  thieveleis  errand  back  :         » 

Mifcau'd  me  firft — then  bade  me  fend  my  dog, 

To  wear  up  three  waff  ews  ftray'd  on  the  bog. 

I  leugh,  and  fae  did  fhe ;  then  with  great  halte 

I  clafp'd  my  arms  about  her  neck  and  wai& ; 

About  her  yielding  waift;  and  took  a  fouth 

Of  fweeteft  kifles  frae  her  glowing  mouth. 

While  hard  and  faft  I  held  her  in  my  grip*,  .    *  // 

My  very  faul  came  lowping  to  my  lips.  jCi  h&a 

Sair,  feir  ihe  flet  wi'  me  'tween  ilka  fma$k%  .,-.     *£;n 

But  weel  I  kend  ihe  meant  nae  as  fhe  fpafc.  _  *>A<lk 

Dear  Roger,  when  your  jo  puts  on  her  globm, 

Do  ye  fae  too,  and  never  fafh  your  thumb. 

Seem  to  forfakeher,  foon  me  11  change  bertnoo3:  * 

Gae  woo  anitfcer,  and  (he*U  gang  clean  wood;'  *     c 

.    'version;  7  77^5 

«  Great  goofe  I  leave  off  that  fiHy  whining  vtetfVf  \ 

Seem  carelefs— there's  my  hand  you'll  win  tfe  oay^ 

Hear  how  I  ferv'd  my  tyfs  I  love  a's  true"      l  J   -  c   ^ 

,   At  ever  Jenriy'can  be  lov'd  by* you.*  '*l  * ' ' l   3V;^ 


Laft 
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Lad  morning  I  was  rather  early  out, 

Upon  a  wall  I  leant,  looking  about;  •  '  ",?  ■  6ti' 

I  faw  my  Peg  come  friflring  o'er  the  lea  ;  4  i*  ^     ^* 

I  faw  my  Peg,  but  Peggy  faw  not,  me : 

For  yet  the  urn  was  wading  thro'  the  mift, 

And  me  was  clofe  upon  me  ere  me  will. 

Her  petticoat  tuck'd  up  did  fweetly  mow 

Her  tight-made  legs,  that  whiter  were  than  fhow. 

Her  hair  bound  back,  fo  gloffy  and  fo  fleek, 

Whilft  flowing  locks  hung  waving  on  her'cheek ; 

Her  cheeks  fo  ruddy,  and  her  eyes  fo  clear  ; 

And  0!  her  lips  like  ripejt  fruit  appear. 

Neat,  neat  ftie  was,  in  fnow-white  jacket  clean, 

As  (he  tript  lightly  o'er  the  dewy  green ; 

Blithefome,  I  cried,  «  My  pretty  Peg,  come  here*    ' 

4  I  wonder  what  makes  you  fo  foon  appear. 

«  But  I  can  guefs  you  come  to  gather  dew.* 

Awety  jhe  Jcour'd,  faying,  What's  that  to  you  ? 

«  Then  fare  you  well,'  Jaid  I,  '  jufi  as  you  f leaf  el   , 

And  leap'd  the  wall  with  gay  indifferent  eafe. 

But  <wben  Jhe  faw  'with  bow  much  care  I  /fake. 

She  came  with  a  right  trifling  errand  back  : 

Abus'd  me  firft— then  bade  me  fend  my  dog 

To  bring  three  ews  which  ftray'd  upon  the  bog, 

I  fmil'd,  and  fo  did  fhe ;  then  with  great  hafte 

I  clafp'd  my  arms  about  her  neck  and  waift ;  ' 

About  her  yielding  waift—and  took  in  truth 

A  ttore  of  kiffes  from  her  glowing  mouth. 

While  bard  and  fafi  her  tomy  breaftl  ffeft, 

I  thought  my  foul  would  leap  out  of  my  breaft. 

Between  each  kifs  Jhe  often  tried  to  fold, 

But  by  her  eyes  another  tale  was  told. 

Dear  Roger,  when  your  Jenny  tries  fuch  tricks, 

Do  you  Jo  too,  and  never  mind  ber  freaks. 

Indifferent  fem,  Jbe'll  change  her  mood,  my  lad l 

Go  woo  another,  and  Jhe*  11  run  half  mad.9 

We  give  the  following  paflage,  where  Peggy  tells  Jenny,  wha 
had  been  inveighing  agauift  matrimony,  that  fhe  is  refclved  to 
make  her  lover  happy,  as  another  fpecimen  of  Mifc  Turner's 
abilities: 

'ORIGINAL. 

*  Pfl  rin  the  rifk,  nor  have  I  ony  fear, 
Bat'  rather  think  ilk  laagfome  day  a  year 
Till  I  with  pleafure  mount  the  bridal  bed, 
Where  on  my  Patie's  brfeaft  Til  lean  my  head : 
There  he  may  kifs, as  Jang  as  kiffing's  good, 
An4  what  we  do,  there's  none  dare  caff  it  rude*    %/. 
He's  get  his  will :  why  no !  'tis  good  my  part 
To  give  him  that,  and  he'll  give  me  h&  Jieart. 

«  VERSION. 


Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


35°  &*  D*fi  uP$n  **m  St**'  **  Eh?™*?' 

'VERSION. 

<  I'll  run  the  ri(kf  hot  have  I  any  fear, 
But  rather  think  each  tedious  day  a  year 
Till  I  with  pleafure  and  with  pride  (hall  fay,  , 
How  much  1  love,  how  willingly  obey: 
When  I  (hall  lay  afide  my  maiden  art, 
And  give  him  love  for  love  with  all  my  heart  i 
And  by  the  tendered  kindnefs  ever  (how 
That  1  (Jeferv'd  the  heart  he  did  bellow.* 

Upon  the  whole,  we  think  Mifs  Turner  has  executed  her 
tafk,  except  in  a  fevy  inftances,  as  well  as  could  be  expected. 
Thofe  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  Scottish  dialect  will,  no 
doubt,  receive  her  performance  favourably,  and  thank  die  tranf- 
lator  for  the  fervice  flie  has  done  them  by  introducing  to  their 
notice,  and  enabling  them  to  read  with  fatisfaftfon,  a  work 
highly  efteemed  by  the  beft  judges  of  paftoral  compofition;  and 
which,  in  our  opinion,  muft  afford  great  pleafure  to  the  lovers 
of  fimplicity  and  natural  painting. 


Art,  VIII.  The  Devil  upon  Two  Sticks  in  England  \  being  a 
Continuation  of  Li  Diable  Boiteux  of  Le  Sage.  l2mo.  4  vols. 
12s.     Richardfon.    London,  1790. 

TH  AT  vice  and  folly  keep  pace  with  luxury  is  amindoubted 
fait,  of  the  truth  of  which  the  manners  of  the  prefent  day," 
in  every  clafs  of  fociety,  are  to  the  accurate  obferver  a  fum- 
cient  proof!  There  is  ample  fubjefl:,  therefore,  in  this  coun- 
try, for  the  animadversions  of  the  philofopher.  But  while  thofe 
who  are  confidered  as  models,  and  who  by  their  ftations  and 
'rank  ought  to  fet  the  beft  examples  to  their  inferiors,  who  fer- 
vilely  copy  their  manners,  are  10  far  loft  to  a  fenfe  of  fhame  as 
to  neglect  public  reproof,  hqwever  juft,  and  to  laugh  even  at 
Virtue  itfelf,  little  reformation  is  to  be  expeftcd.  There  is  a 
certain  degree  of  depravity  \o  which  when  human  nature  has  at- 
tained, remonftrance  will  be  vain,  and  admonition  inefFedhiaf. 
The  only  remedies  that  can  then  be  applied,  and  thefe  even  may 
prove  ineffectual,  are  fatire  apd  ridicule;  for,  as  an  elegant 
Roman  poet  with  great  propriety  obferves, 

•  __ Ridiculum  acri 

Fortius  et  melius  magnas  plerumque ;  fecat  res. 

This  maxim  the  author  of  the  work  before  us  undoubtedly  had 
in  view  ;  and  though  inferior  to  his  mafter  Le  Sage,  he  has  exe- 
cuted his  talk  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  entitled  to  a  coniider- 

*  able 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


The  Devil  upjsn  Two  Stick*  in  Englamk  3 $t 

able  (hare  of  commendation.  In  his  preface  he  tells  us  that  he 
has  not  only  adopted  the  machinery  of  Le  Sage  to  reprefent  the 
manners  of  the  prefent  times,  but  that  he  has  alfo  taken  the 
liberty  to  make  this  work  a  regular  continuation  of  the  Diable 
Boiteux  of  that  admirable  writer.  *  It  has  been  my  intention,' 
he  adds,  i  to  paint  as  he  has  done,  though  with  a  far  inferior 

*  pencil,  after  living  nature ;  and  to  give  my  pictures  the  ad- 

*  vantage  of  a  juft  refemblance,  rather  than  the  attractive  co- 
€  lourings  of  the  imagination.    The  manner  in  which  this  work 

*  is  executed  muft  be  left  to  the  candour  of  thofe  who  may  ho- 
c  hour  it  with  their  attention ;  I  can  only  obferve  in  its  favour, 
c  that  every  character  and  circumftance  delineated  or  defcribed 
c  in  it,  is  taken  from  the  perfoas  and  events  of  the  prefent 
c  period.' 

.  Notwithstanding  the  favourable  opinion  which  we  entertain 
of  r!he  author's  abilities,  we  cannot  help  obferving,  that  too 
great  a  variety  of  characters  feem  to  be  introduced  for  any  of 
them  to  make  that  ftriking  impreflion  on  the  mind  which  is  ne- 
celTary  in  a  work  of  this  kind ;  the  reader  is  hurried  from  fcene 
to  fcene  with  too  great  rapidity.  Had  the  work  been  coniprifed 
In  two,  inftead  of  four  volumes,  the  public  would  perhaps  hayc 
been  as  well  pleafed,  and  the  author  no  lofer.  We  muft,  how- 
ever, do  him  the  juftice  to  fay,  that,  with  all  his  copioufnefs,  he  1 
is  often  lively  and  entertaining ;  that  -he  appears  to  be  deeply 
read  in  human  nature,  and  well  acquainted  with  modern  man- 
ners, particularly  thofe  in  the  great  metropolis. 

The  following  little  anecdote,  which  conveys  an  idea  of  the 
rapacity  of  medical  gentlemen,  is  related  with  fome  degree  of 
humour.  Speaking  of  a  phyfician  of  great  knowledge  and  emir 
nence  in  his  prcfdBon,  the  author  fays, 

*  Among  the  great  variety  of  £ck  perfons  who  look  for  health  and 
reftoration  at  his  hands,  there  was  a  gentleman,  who,  having  been 
long  confined  to  his  bed,  made  it  his  conitant  practice  to  prepare 
himfelf  with  the  neceiTary  fee,  by  having  it  ready  in  his  hand  againft 
the  time  when  the  doctor  generally  arrived  to  pay  his  daily  vifit. 
However,  it  fo  happened  that  one  morning  death  fuddenly  took  pof- 
feffion  of  the  fick  man  at  the  moment  of  the  doctor  s  arrival.  He, 
however,  thought  it  right  to  take  another  look  at  his  late  patient; 
and,  on  a  profeflional  examination  of  his  body,  difcovering  the  ufual 
guinea  in  his  hand,  *  Ah !'  faid  he,  in  a  tone  of  much  fenfibility, 
4  my  poor  friend  poflefTed  his  generous  feelings  to  the  laft.' — The 
.  doctor,  therefore,  took  the  piece  of  gold,  and  was  preparing  to  tranf- 
fer  it  to  his  pocket,  when  the  nurfe  itepped  forwards,  and  ftating  her 
right,  according  to  immemorial  cuflom,  to  whatever  the  deceafed  gen- 
tleman had  about  his  perfon  at  the  time  of  his  death,  put  in  her  cSaini 
ta  the  guinea. 

'  The 
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'  The  do&or  at  firft  treated  her  pretentions  with  a  contemptuous 
dHpleafure ;  but  finding  that  lhe  was  refolute  in  her  demand,  he  pro- 
pelled to  fettle  the  matter  by  dividing  the  treafure  between  them.  The 
ftttrfe,  however,  fcofted  at  his  propofition;  and,  placing  herfelf  againft 
tke  door,  declared,  in  the  mod  peremptory  manner,  that  he  would 
not  quit  the  chamber  without  yielding  the  whole  of  the  golden  prize 
that  he  Co  unjuftly  withheld.  The,  do&or,  who  was  not,  in  the  habit  of 
letting  any  good  thing  efcape  from  him  which  he  had  once  got  in 
bis  poffeflion,  began  at  length  to  threaten  violence,  when  the  nude 
accufed  him,  in  a  voice  fu indent  to  alarm  the  whole  houfe,  of  hav- 
ing robbed  the  dead.  The  fervants,  roufed  by  the  noife  from  their 
diitrefs  on  the  recent  death  of  their  mailer,  repaired  haftily  to  the 
chamber,  when,  after  the  nurfe  had  related  her  ftory,  the  doctor 
found  himfelf  under  the  difagreeable  alternative  of  giving  up  the 
guinea,  or  undergoing  the  difcipline  of  a  bjanket.  He  therefore, 
without  hefitation,  determined  on  the  former,  and  retreated  to  his  car- 
riage amidft  the  hifies  of  the  whole  houfeholaY 

The  moral  and  political  reflections  which  are  occafionally  in- 
terfperfed,  are  both  juft  and  adapted  to  the  fubjeft.  We  {hall 
quote  what  the  author  fays  on  excefs  in  drefs,  which  feems  to 
confound,  at  prefent,  not  only  all  ranks,  but,  in  fome  meafure, 
both  (exes : 

*  Some  years  ago  the  diftindion  of  ranks  in  this  country,  at  leaf 
between  the  gentleman  and  the  plebeian,  wire  [was]  to  be  difco- 
vered  in  their  refpeclive  drefles.  The  ihopkeeper,  however  wealthy, 
would  not  wear  lace  or  embroidery*  as  unbecoming  his  ftation;  and 
the  lower  claiTes  had  an  additional  reafon,  that  they  could  not  afibrd 
to  do  it.  it  was  left,  therefore,  to  gentlemen  alone  to  appear  in 
clothes  of  fhew  and  expence.  A  perfon  riding  on  horfeback  in  a 
frock  elegantly  embroidered,  could  not  but  be  coniidered  as  a  man  of 
genteel  ftation ;  and  any  perfon  of  inferior  clafs  who  aped  that  cha- 
racter, by  adopting  this  or  any  fimilar  diftin&ion,  could  not  fail  of 
receiving  that  fevere  mortification  which  mult  follow  the  difcovery  of 
it.  His  fuperiors  would  look  down  upon  him  with  contempt  for  his 
impertinent  prefumption  j  while  thofe  of  his  own  clafs  would  treat 
him  as  fcurvily  as  the  daw  was  treated  in  the  fable,  *wbo  is  reprefented 
to  have  decked  itfelf  in  the  plumage  of  the  peacock.  But  at  preicat 
the  manners,  as  they  relate  to  dreis,  are  totally  changed;  and  it  may 
be  truly  faid,  that  the  fuperior  ranks  of  life,  in  this  particular,  imi- 
tate the  figure  of  inferior  ftation.  The  polite  world  is  now  governed, 
in  perfonal  appearance,  by  what  is  called  cafe  and  Simplicity*  Men 
of  falhion  affect  the  drefs  of  common  life ;  and  1  am  very  certain,  if 
the  experiment  could  be  made,  that  the  farrier  before  us  •  is,  at  tab 


*  Here  the  demon,  who  is  fuppofed  to  (peak,  alludes  to  a  cer- 
tain character  in  an  eating  houfe,  whom  he  is  pointing  oat  to  hit 
companion, 

moment, 
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froroehf,!*  Jar  as  relates  tQ  the  articles  of  his  drefs,  as  expenfively 
iiabited  as  the  heir  apparent  of  the  empire ;  and  might,  without  any 
impropriety  in  point  of  appearance,  feat  himfelf  this  evening  in  the 
pit  of  the  opera  by  the  fide  of  a  nobleman,  whofe  horfes  he  had 
fhoed  in  the  morning.  If  a  man  of  ten  thou  fan  d  pounds,  a  year 
goes  into  a  retail  fliop  to  purchafe  an  article,  it  is  ten  to  one  but  he 
is  ferved  by  a  perfon  more  fmartly  drefled  than  himfelf.  Nay,  it 
generally  happens,  in  families  of  the  firjfjt  rank,  that  the  fervants  of 
the  fccond  table  appear  at  leaft  in  as  good  clothes  as  their  lords  $ 
and  if  you  §0  into  any  of  the  fafhionable  cofFee-houfes,  the  belt 
flrefled  man  in  the  room  will  prove  to  be  the  waiter.  ' 

'  This  cullom  may  promote  the  comfort,  and,  in  fome  degree,  per- 
haps, lefTen  the  expence s  of  the  higher  orders ;  but  it  is  pf  very 
prejudicial  confequence  to  the  lower  clafles  of  people,  by  caufing 
them  to  appear  in  places  of  amufement  and  public  refort  in  fuch  cha- 
racters as  may  prove,  from  various  caufes,  extremely  detrimental  tp 
their  private  manners. 

«  When  a  certain  formality  of  exterior  appearance  was  corifidered 
as  a  neceffary  paiTport  to  the  boxes  of  a  theatre,  attor»ies  clerks, 
hackney-writers,  and  pajhycooks  apprentices,  never  thought  of  ex? 
pofine  themfelves  to  the  ridicule  or  the  expence  of  fuch  a  iituation. 
But  fince  round  hats,  boots,  and  great  coats,  are  alio  wed  admittance 
there,  any  man,  of  any  rank,  who  has  half-a-crown  in  his  pocket, 
may  figure  in  a  front-box ;  and  the  rough-rider  to  a  livery-ftable 
may,  in  the  ftrft  feats  of  a  theatre,  indulge  his  vanity  by  elbowing 
a  lord,  or  employ  his  impudence  in  flaring  at  a  duchefs.  If  is  very 
poffible  for  a  gentleman,  in  thefe  times,  to  turn  afide  from  one  man 
for  the  vulgarity  of  his  drefs,  whom  he  will  afterwards  difcover  to 
be  a  perfon  of  quality,  and  pay  attention^  another,  from  the  gen- 
tility of  his  appearance,  whom  he  may,  the  ne#t  day,  fee  behind  a 
grocer's  counter.  But  this  is  not  all,  nor  indeed  the  worft  of  it ; 
for,  as  I  have  before  hinted,  the  fafhion  adopted  by  people  of  Ra- 
tion and  fortune  of  dreffing  in  a  manner  which  is  within  the  reach  of 
every  man's  pocket  in  this  city,  above  a  fcavenger  or  a  chimney - 
fweeper,  may  be  confidered  as  a  public  misfortune ;  as  it  evidently 
tends  to  elevate  the  views,  and  qf  courfe  to  corrupt  the  manners^ 
pf  the  lower  orders  of  people.* 

We  (ball  conclude  our  extraSs  from  this  work  with  the  char 
rafiker  of  a  colle£or  for  a  newfpaper :    * 

«  There  is  another  folo,  and  of  a  very  different  kind,  faid  the 
demon,  which  I  Hull  prefent  to  your  very  particular  notice ;  it  is  the 
(lender  perfon  who  fits  alone  at  a  table  in  the  middle  of  .the  room,  in 
a  round  hat  drawn  over  his  face.  FJe  does  not  vifit  this  place  (tb$ 
eating-boufe)  to  get  food  for  the  body,  but  fuftenance  for  the  mind  ; 
for  he  is  a  coiie&or  of  news,  and  is  employed  to  furnifii  articles  of 
intelligence  for  a  daily  paper :  for  this  purpofe  he  frequents  every 
place  of  public  refort,  cofFee-houfes,  audtions,  concerts,  theatres,  and 
ev,?ry*  fpecies  of  public  exhibition  \  where  it  is  his  bufinefs  to  make 

ise.mv.  vol.  xvi.  koy^  1790.  -*  me 
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the  beft  ufe  he  can  of  his  eyes  and  his  eats.    He  fees  what  la  to  b* 
feen ;  and  gets  further  intelligence  by  converting  with  fome,  and 
Jiftehing  to  the  converfation  of  others :  in  this  manner  he  caters  for 
the  prefs  and  the  public.    This  is  an  office  that  embraces  every  fub- 
jeft  of  human  occurrence :  there  is  nothing  above  its  reach,  «r  be- 
neath its  notice.    Actions  the  mod  difcordant,  and  things  the  hioft 
.pppofite,  coalefce  under  his  arrangement.    In  his  memorandum- 
book  of  to-day  he  has  already  noted  down  articles  concerning  the 
JSmperor  of  Germany  and  Powell  the  celebrated  walker ;  the  Queen 
of  Great-Britain,  and  a  trial  for  crim.  c*n. ;  the  King  of  France, 
and  a  criminal  hung  in  chains ;  a  knight  of  the  garter,  and  a  knight 
of  die  brufh ;  the  corporation  of  London,  and  an  alms-houfe  for  de- 
cayed merchants ;  the  college  of  phyficians,  and  the  learned  pigj 
the  practice  of  the  courts  oflaw,  and  a  mail-coach*    If  a  lady's  hat 
Ihould  he  blown  off  in  walking  up  St.  JamesVfrreet,  and  a  gende- 
knan  fhould  recover  it  for  her,  and  our  colleger  be  fo  very  fortunate 
as  to  difcover  the  names  of  the  parties,,  it  will  prove  a  moft  precious 
article  of  interefting  information.    The  overturning  of  a  phaeton  will 
always  be  of  importance  to  him ;  but  Jhould  a  limb  or  two  be  frac- 
tured, it  wiH  be  (b  much  the  better;  and  if  the  attending  furgeon 
can  be  afcertained,  fo  as  to  enlarge  a  little  on  his  flcfll,  the  circum- 
stance will  be  complete.    The  phyfician  himfelf  cannot  be  more  de- 
lighted at  the-ficknefs  of  any  jperfon  of  cpnfequenee ;  it  furniihes  feet 
for  the  one,  and  articles  of  intelligence  for  the  other.    Politics  and 
paftimes,  public  characters  and  private  anecdotes,  are  the  leading  to- 
pics of  modern  newfpapers.     As  for  mora!  inftru&ion  ancl  rational 
information,  they  are  of  too  dull  a  nature  to  ftiit  the  fanciful  vivacity 
-of  the  Drefent  times.     A  paragraph  enlivened  with  a  pun ;  an  anec- 
dote tainted  with  fcandaF;  or  an  article  well  feafoned  with  abufej 
'  would  now  be  preferred  to  a  moral  efTay,  written  with  the  tafte  and 
ability  ofAddifon.    Indeed,  upon  fuchvery  enlarged  principles  are 
thefe  daily  prints  conducted,  that  truth  itfelf  is  by  no  means  eftential 
to  the  intelligence  they  furnilh.    In  fhort,  a  good  memory,  a  good 
£uefs,  and  a  rapid  pen,  the  knack  of  framing  a  paragraph,  of  turn- 
ing a  compliment,  or  pointing  a  farcafm ;  an  active  dijjpofition,  a 
icaTlous  heart,  fome  courage,  and  a  proportionable  {hare  of  impudence, 
are  the  qualities  eflential  to  a  writer  who  is  paid  to  form  the  hetero- 
geneous mafs  of  a  daily  print/ 

The  author  tells  us,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  that  every 
character  in  this  work  is  taken  from  real  life.  This  we  are  the 
mote  inclined  to  believe  as  we  can  readily  diftinguifli  fome  of 
them,  particularly  Lord  Rodney,  Alderman  Skinner,  and  that 
voluminous  writer  Dr.  Joha  Trufler,  . 
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Art.  IX.  A  hiflorical  Development  of  the  prefent  political  Con* 
Jtihetim  of  the  Germanic  Empire.  By  Jolm  Stephen  Butfttj 
Brivy  Counfellor  of  Jufixce,  Ordinary  Profeffor  of  Laws  in  the 
UniverJUy  of  Gottingen,  Member  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at 
Berlin,  tyc*  Tranflated  from  the  German,  with  Notes,  and  a 
comparative  View  of  the  Revenues,  Population,  forces,  &c.  of 
the  refpeclive  Territories,  from  the  Statiftical  Tables  lately  pUiUflmd 
at  Berlin,  by  Joftah  Dornfard,  of  Lincoln 's~ Inn,  LL.D.  of  the 
Uuwerftty  of  Gottingen,  and  late  of  Trinity  College,  Oxford.  Vol.lL 
8vo.  3  vols.  il.  is.  boards*  Payne  and  Son.  London)  1790. 

T  N  our  Review  for  September  laft  we  gave  an  account  of  the 
4-  firft  volupie  of  this  Hiftorical  Development,  in  which  th? 
Profeffor  deduced  his  fuhjeft  down  to  the  middle  of  the  fixteenth 
century;  ^t  which  period,  therefore,  and  the  third  of  ijioderri 
hiftory,  thfe  vplpjne  now  before  u§  commences.  The  author 
proceeds  with  the  narrative  from  the  reiignation  of  Charles  V. 
to  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia.  This  ^as  the  firft  inftance  of  the 
reiignation  of  a  reigning  emperor ;  and  might  ftrve  to  eftabliih 
a  precedent  for  an  emperor's  refignation  of  his  crown,  without 
either  die  content  of  the  diet,  pr  even  that  of  the  electors.  In 
the  reign  of  Ferdinand,  who  fucceeded  to  the  imperial  throne 
on  this  "occafion,  the  famous  council,  denominated  that  of 
Trent,  was  diflblved;  which,  inftead  of  gratifying  the  public 
expectation  by  a  union  of  the  two  religions,  rendered  the  wall 
of  partition  between  the  catholic  and  proteftant  churches  piuqh 
Jtrongej*  than  before,  Many  pofitions,  which  even  theqathpjics 
themfelves  confidered  as  problematical,  were  determined  by  the 
prelates  at  Trent  to  be  articles  of  faith,  and  the  ufual  curfe 
(anathema  efto)  was  denounced  againft  all  who  prefurned  to 
differ  in  opinion, 

After  the  death  of  Maximilian  the  Second  a  revolution 
took  place  in  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  which  probably  owed  its 
prigin  to  a  family  compaft  made  amongft  themfelves.  Hitherto, 
whenever  a  reigning  prince  of  that  houfe  left  feveral  fons,  a 
division  of  the  territories  had  been  made  in  their  favour;  (o 
that,  though  the  proper  dutchy  of  Auftria,  by  a  formef  charter, 
was  always  to  defcend  entire  according  to  the  rights  of  primo- 
geniture, yet  the  other  countries  belonging  to  die  haute,  fuch 
as  Stiria,  Tyrol,  &c.  were  divided,  and  ferved  as  a  provifion  for 
the  younger  fons,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  to  enahle-  them  to  live 
as  reigning  princes.  By  the  new  regulation,  however,  the  right 
of  primogeniture  was  extended  to  all  the  dominions  of  the 
houfe  5  and  was  afterwards  introduced  into  othey  families  in  the 
empire.    The  chief  fubjed  of  the  Germanic  Jwftpry,  at  this 
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time,  confifted  in  religious  differences,  which  were  produ&vt 
of  no  remarkable  event.  The  mifunderftanding  between  the 
-tw^  parties  was  now  increafed  by  a  new  calendar,  which  was  in- 
troduced in  the  catholic  ftates  in  O&ober,  1581,  under  the  au- 
thority of  Pope  Gregory  XIII.  being  propofed  at  the  diet  for 
the  Whole  of  Germany.  It  was  adopted,  however,  only  by  the 
catholic  ftates,  the  proteftants  refufing  obedience  to  an  order 
which  was  enforced  by  the  papal  authority. 

During  this  reign  the  emperor  attempted  an  uftconftitutional 
.ftretch  of  his  prerogative,  by  fubmittjng  to  the  Aulic  council 
the  determination  of  caufes  which  had  hitherto  been  considered 
as  the  exclufive  jurifdi&ion  of  the  Imperial  chamber.  On  this 
fubjeft  our  author  makes  the  following  judicious  reflexions : 

<  This  could  not  be  a  matter  of  indifference  to  any  of  the 
ftates  who  cpnfidered  i{  ferioufly.  The  Imperial  chamber  had  been 
once  appointed  as  the  court  of  judicature,  which  the  emperor  and 
empire  had  agreed  mould  exercife  the  imperial  jurifdi&ion  in  the  lad 
•refort,  without  there  being  any  idea  of  fentence  being  paired  in  the 
name  of  the  emperor,  in  any  other  place  than  in  the  Imperial  cham- 
ber, except  where  the  emperor  was  perfonally  prefent,  and  held  a 
court  of  princes,  who  were  ftates  of  the  empire.  For  this  reafon,  a  regu- 
lar mode  of  procedure  was  fetded  for  the  chamber  by  a  variety  of  laws, 
which  the  ftates  had  the  beft  opportunity  of  conftantly  improving  by  an 
^nnual  vifitation.  Even  the  members  of  the  court  were  in  the  power 
of  the  ftates.  as  they  were  prefented  by  them,  and  would  take  care, 
therefore,  that  they  were  fuch  in  whom  they  could  confide;  and,  by 
their  annual  vifitation,  they  could  keep  a  watchful  eye  over  them,  to 
fee  that  they  performed  their  di|ty  \  or  a^t  all  events  a  legal  recourfe 
was  left  open  for  all  parties  who  thought  themfelves  aggrieved,  and 
chofe  to  fubmit  their  caufe  to  a  formal  revifion. 

*  The  Aulic  council,  on  the  contrary,  was  compofed  merely  of 
fuch  perfons  whom  the  emperor  thought  fit  to  appoint,  and  who  were 
totally  dependent  upon  him,  without  there  being  any  right  of  pre- 
fentation  veiled  in  the  Imperial  ftates,  or  any  vifitation,  or  revifion  \ 
neither  was  there  any  obfe ovation  of  ftriA  orders  of  procedure.  The 
whole  inftitution  of  the  Aulic  council,  from  its  very  origin,  was  neve.r 
defigned  for  the  adminiftratipn  of  juftice,  but  as  a  rainiftry  is  ufually 
eftablifhed,  the  nature  of  which  confifts  only  in  affording  a  prince  fuch 
advice,  in  particular  cafes,  as  is  moft  advantageous  for  him,  while 
•  the  decifion  itfelf  muft  be  left  to  him.  The  Aulic  council  was  ori- 
ginally inftituted  that  the  emperor  mio;ht  be  fuppiied,  in  cafes  which 
he  referred  to  it,  with  a  written  opinion,  the  decifion  of  which  was 
^o'be  expected  from  the  emperor  himfelf,  or  from  his  cabinet.  What 
muft  have  been  the  apprehenfions  c-f  every  Imperial  ftate  wlien  he  put 
the  cafe  to  himfelf,  that  a  caufe  in  which  he  was  concerned  might  he 
referred  for  decifion  to  the  emperor's  court!  How  muft  the  pro- 
teftants have  been  alarmed  when  they  knew  that  the  Aulic  council 
was  not  compofed  of  any  proteftant  members,  like  the  imperial 
chamljer*  but  confifted  entirely  of  catholic  counfellors  j  and,  as  they 
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fbon  experienced,  that  the  power  which  the  Jefuits  and  the  Spanifh 
ftinifter  had  in  the  emperor's  cabinet  was  hot  without  effeft  in  the  re- 
solutions formed  upon  thd  opinions  of  the  council*  or  had  immediate 
influence  by  other  means  on  this  high  tribunal !' 

The  reign  of  Rudolph  us  the  Second  and  Mathias  is  diftin* 
guilhed  by  the  commencement  of  the  thirty  years  war,  which, 
like  moft- of  the  other  difputes  in  the  empire,  owed  its  origin  to 
religious  differences.  The  progrefs  of  this  tedious  war,  to  its 
concluiion  in  1648,  by  the  peace  of  Weftphalia,  is  diftindtly  re- 
lated by  our  author* 

The  fourth  period  of  modem  hiftory  contains  negotiations  of 
p eace  with  the  United  Netherlands  and  Swifferland,  and  a  va- 
riety of  other  negociations,  both  within  and  without  the  limits  ' 
of  the  empire.  By  one  of  thofe  internal  negociations,  territorial 
fupremacy,  in  general,  was  eftablifhed  among  the  princes  of  the 
empire;  and,  by  another,  an  equality  of  religion  was  eftablifhed 
among  the  afleflbrs  of  the  Imperial  chamber,  and  the  oncers 
of  chancery.  In  this  period  tiie  form  of  the  Germanic  empire 
was  firft  properly  eftablilhed,  as  well  as  the  conftitution  of  the 
particular  ftates.  In  thefe  no  defpotifm  is  permitted,  either  on 
the  part  of  the  emperor,  or  the  ordinary  government ;  though. 
«ach  ftate  has  its  own  power  of  legiflation,  but  with  an  appeal 
to  the  diet.  The  author  fhews  it  to  be  one  advantage  of  the 
Germanic  conftitution  that  the  territorial  fovereigns  have  in 
fa£t  only  the  power  of  doing  good,  and  not  evil ;  and  likewife 
fhews  that  moft  of  the  towns  of  Germany  declined  with  the 
Hanfeatic  league;  fince  which,  few  have  been  able  to  recover 
themfelves.  According  to  the  Profeflbr's  account  of  the  Im- 
perial cities,  they  all  have  a  republican  form  of  government^ 
more  or  lefs  ariftoCratical,  andCfometimes  even  democratical. 
Some  have  the  remains  of  the  ancient  Imperial  provoftfliips ; 
and,  in  other  refpe&s,  every  Imperial  city  has  now  its  own  ter- 
ritorial fovereignty. 

This  period  of  the  Development  likewife  contains  a  cJifpute 
between  the  two  religious  parties  concerning  what  is  called* the 
Simultaneum*  The  queftion  which  gave  rife  to  this  difpute  was, 
Whether,  in  a  place  or  country  where  the  proteftant.  religion 
alone  was  eftabliflied  in  the  definitive  year  1624,  a  catholic 
fovereign  could  introduce  his  own  religion,  as  a  Jimultaneum  re- 
ligionn  exercitium  ?  The  whole  queftion  was  afterwards  compre- 
hended under  the  fingle  word  fimultaneumj  and  even  to  the 
prefent  day  forms  one  of  the  moft  important  obje£b  concerning 
which  the  two  parties  are  not  yet  agreed.  As  this  is  not  merely 
a  theoretical  fpeculation,  but  a  fourc£  from  which  the  alteration 
of  the  ftate  of  religion  in  whole  countries  has  derived  its  origin, 
the  author  treats  die  fubje&  at  confiderable  length,  with  his 
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ufual  accuracy  in  regard  to  ft&s,  and  with  juftAfcfc  in  rx>irit  of 
observation. 

The  fixth  periofl  of  modern  hiftory  comprifes  the  reigns  of 
the  Emperors  Leopold  and  Jofeph  the  Firft.  The  reign  of  the 
former  of  thefe  emperors  is  memorable  for  the  commencement 
of  the  Diet,  which  Afterwards  became  perpetual,  A  reader  who» 
ihould  imagine  that  nothing  but  matters  of  great  public  import* 
ance  are  ever  fubmitted  to  the  deliberations  of  this  aflembiyy 
will  be  a  little  furprifed  at  the  following  rnftances  of  frivolotfi 
difputes  which  have  at  different  times  been  brought  before  ft: 

4  All  the  ceremonies  which  are  obferved  at  the  Diet,  centre  in  the 
court  kept  by  the  principal  commiflary,  both  in  his  public  entertain- 
ments and  aJTemblies,  and  in  the  different  degrees  of  diftincBon  which 
His  company  obferve  towards  each  other;  and  perhaps  they  are  at- 
tended to  there  In  a  more  pun&flious  manner  than  at  any  other  plate 
whatever.  At  leaft  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  place  whore  therfc 
have  been  fo  many  difputes  reipecling  cerembnias  as  have  ts6km 
here,  and  ftill  continue.  It  was  here  where  the  diftindion  between 
ele&dral  and  princely  envoys  was  carried  to  fo  great  a  length,  in  the 
firft  year  of  the  prefent  Diet,  that  the  latter  wejre  even  to  fit  upon 
green  chairs,  while  the  former  were  indulged  with  crimfon.  At  laft* 
however,  the  princes  fucceeded  in  having  green  chairs  placed  for  the 
company  in  general.  On  the  firft  day  that  this  new  regulation  took 
place,  one  of  the  ele&oral  minifters  appeared  with  a  fcarlet  mantle, 
and  during  dinner-time  let  it  fall  over  his  chair  in  fuch  a  manner  that 
it  had  the  appearance  of  a  feat  which  was  defignedly  covered  with  red  i 
after  this,  he  informed  his  court  that  he  thought  he  had,  by  this  mca- 
fore,  refcued  the  accuftomed  precedency  of  the  ele&oral  ambaifadors. 
Another  diftin&ion  of  this  kind  was  attempted  to  be  made  by  placing 
the  feats  of  the  electoral  ambaifadors  upon  the  carpet,  on  which  the 
principal  commiflary  fat  under  a  canopy.  The  minifters  of  the 
princes  had  their  chairs  placed  merely  upon  the  boards  of  the  room  \ 
till  at  laft  matters  were  fo  far  accommodated,  that  they  were  allowed 
to  place  them  fo  that  the  feet  at  leaft  mould  touch  the  fringe. 

*  Befide5  all  thjs,  there  were  perpetual  difputes  concerning  the  rank 
of  thofe  who  happened  to  be  invited  5  as,  between  th^e  minifters  of 
ecclefiaftical  and  iecular  princes,  or  between  the  electoral  ambaifa- 
dors of  the  firft  and  foreign  minifters  of  the  feeond  rank,  or  between 
the  envoys  to  the  Diet  and  the  con-tommiflary ;  and  in  like  manner 
between  their  refpeclive  ladies  i  fo  that  all  the  parties  prefent -were 
often  in  the  moft  difagreeable  and  awkward  fituation.  Ambng  tttker 
things,  great  mifunderflandings  arofe  concerning  the  order  of  drink- 
ing the  cuftomary  healths  at  table.  The  Imperial  court,  in  the  year 
1679,  even  complained  to  fome  of  the  efe&eral  courts  that  their  ana- 
bafladors  would  not  allow  the  health  of  the  houfes  of  Auftria  and  bur- 
gundy, and  the  principal  commiiTary,  to  be  drunk  immediately  after 
the  emperor  and  emprefs,  before  the  turn  came  to  the  ele&ors,  and 
the  college  of  the  princes.  This  circumftance,  as  well  as.  a  variety 
•f  others,  lias  been  altered  by  the  iatrodu&ion  of  modern  manners ; 
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tjut  att  the  dilutes  of  this  kind  aft  even  no*  very  far  from  being 
tnurefy  abolified*' 

Within  this  period  fells  the  origin  of  the  ninth  deflorate  In 
favour  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover ;  and  the  advancement  of  the 
houfe  of  Brandenburg  tp  the  throne  of  PrufEa.  Our  author 
Serves,  {bat  the  drcuiBflance  of  this  number  of  ftates  whicn 
were  in  poffeffion  of  crowns*  continually  increafing,  eould  nop 
4ml. of  haykigv  a  reqwirkabile  influence  Upon  the  conftitution  of 
•the  empire*  Before  the  peace  of  Weftphalia,  the  only  houfes 
which  were  b»  pdfifcffon  ef  crowns,  were  thofe  6f  Holftein  and 
Auftria,  the  heads  of  Which  were  the  Kings  of  Denmark  and 
Hungary.  By  die  peace  of  WeftphaKa  the  King  of  Sweden  ac- 
quired art  extertfive  country  in  Germany,  and  became  a  perpe- 
tual ftate  6f  tlte  empire.  Befides  this$  the  houfe  of  E><eux-Ponts 
fucceedeJ  to  the  throne  of  Sweden  i#  *654*  which  afterward 
devolved,  in  172/O,  to  a  prince  pf  Heffib-CaflEeLj  and  at  laff,  1751* 
to  the  Jiopfe  of  HoUteui*  The  EkSor  of  Saxony  Wcewife  wa? 
»9w  Kiag  of  Poland*  a*d  the  Efo&o*  of  Jkaadenburg  King  of 
Pruffia*  The  Houfe  of  Auftria  was  again  folly  reitored  to  ite 
forme*  privileges,  as  a  ftate  of  the  Germanifc  empire,  in  the  qua*- 
-lit*  of  King  el  Bohemia  >  and  it  couW  eatily  be  forefoen  that  the 
Elector  of  Hanover  would  fucceed  to  the  throne  of  Great- 
Britain*  To  thefe  may  be  added  the  houfe  of  Savoy,  When  it 
fucceeded  to  the  crown  of  the  Two  Sicilies*  or  afterwards  to  that 
of  Sardinia. 

It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  the  ci remittance  of  an  in- 
dependent riioilarch  being  at  the  fame  time  a  fl;ate  of  the  Ger- 
manic empire,  was  of  itfelf  attended  with  any  other  confe- 
quences  than  thofe  of  a  ceremonial  kind.  At  die  inveftkure  of 
the  ele&ors  and  princes  of  Germany,,  it  had  hitherto  been  euf- 
tomary  for  the  ambafiador  who  received  the  inveftiture  from  the 
empetor,  to  prefent  a  written  apology,  and  at  the  fame  time 
make  a  verbal  excufe,  in  the  fpeech  Which  he  made  upon  his 
knees  before  the  Imperial  throne,  for  his  fovereign's  not  pre- 
senting hrmfelf  at  the  feet  of  his  Imperial  majefty  in  perfort. 
The  crowned  heads  began  to  confider  this  as  a  humiliation  un- 
becoming their  dignity ;  they  did  not  choofe  that  their  abfence 
ftould  be  apologifed  for  in  fuch  a  manner  j  as  it  was  not  to  he 
fappofed  that  the  bending  of  tfyeir  knee  to  another  throne  could 
fee  expend  in  any  ciycumfta^ces  whatever.  At  laft  the  queftion 
grofe  even,  Whether  they  could  permit  their  ambafiador 9.  to  do 
it  without  degradation  of  their  own  dignity?  All  this  had 
probably  its  influence,  and  occafioned  feveral  kinds  of  Invefti- 
ture to  be  dr&pt  entirely  *  which  has  been  die  cafe  for  a  eon* 
fi&n&le  time* 
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Tfrt  lay  before  our  readers  the  following  extraft,  as  affbrdirig 
one  of  the  lateft  impotent  fulminations  of  the  papal  authority : 

*  The  glorious,  but  (hort  reign  of  Jofeph  I,  during  which  the  twtf 
Wan  already  mentioned  were  uninterruptedly  continued,  was  prin- 
cipally diftingiri(hed,  with  refpect  to  the  Germanic  confHtution,  by 
a  rupture  with  the  papal  chair,  which  for  feveral  centuries  had  been 
no  longer  expected. 

*  Ever  fince  the  time  that  the  popes  had  begun  to  fend  their  re-  ' 
commendations  to  bilhops  and  chapters,  for  canonries  and  other  ec- 
clefiaftical  benefices,  which  were  foen  converted  into  regular  pre- 
sentations, the  Imperial  court  like  wife  fupported  candidates /or  luch 
offices,  with  fimilar  recommendations,  in  which  it  was  originally  xhm 

.cuftom  to  make  ufe  of  the  polite  expreffion, «  The  Emperor  hopes  tht 
Foundation  will  not  refufe  him  this  his  First  petition.'  This  waa 
doubtlefs  the  origin  of  the  teim,  and  foon  afterwards  the  cuftom  be- 
came a  prerogative,  called  the  right  of  the  first  petition^ 
When  a  Foundation  fcrupled  to  admit  the  Imperial  frtcift,  for  fo  th« 
candidate  recommended  has  been  fince  denominated,  the  emperor 
threatened  an  execution  on  the  temporalities,  or  confifcatkm  of  tfefr 
tftates  and  revenues,  of  the  Foundation ;  and  thus,  ever  fince  the 
thirteenth  century,  it  has  been  an  Imperial  prerogative,  which  an 
emperor  has  the  right  of  exercifing  once  in  every  religious  found- 
ation in  the  empire. 

'  With  the  origin  of  this  prerogative  the  papal  power  had  no 
concern  whatever.  The  emperors  were  not  indebted  to  the  popes  for 
it ;  they  exercifed  it  by  their  own  power,  and  it  became  a  prerogative 
by  cuftom.  An  inveftiture  was  no  more  neceffary  for  it  from  th» 
pope  than  for  the  right  of  prefentation  to  a  benefice,  which  a  founder 
of  a  church  or  convent  has  referred  for  hlmfelf,  of  to  the  rOyal  be- 
nefices, as  they  are  called,  which  the  emperor  h&  the  diipofal  of  in 
fomexparticular  cathedrals,  as  at  Worms  and  Spire*. 

*  In  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Frederick  III,  to  whom.  Ger- 
many in  general  is  not  much  indebted  for  his  care  of  the  eccle- 
fiafHcal  prerogatives,  it  firft  happened  that  the  pope,  when  lie  pre- 
fented  the  confecrated  hat  and  (word,  and  gave  the  bleffing,  which 
the  emperors  ufually  received  from  hisholinefa;  when  he  folemnly 
announced  his  accefiton  to  the  throne,  granted  him  an  tndulgtnct  to 
exercife  the  right  of  th a  first  petition,  which  was  always 
repeated  afterwards  at  the  fucceflion  of  a  new  emperor  .- 

4  Jofeph ).  did  not  fee  any  neceffity  for  waiting  for  this  indul- 
gence ;  but,  foon  after  his  acceflion  to  the  throne,  nominated  a  Bar- 
ron Raesfeld  precift  to  the  chapter  of  HUdefheim,  June  19,  1705. 
The  chapter  received  at  firft  a  prohibition  from  the  pope's  nuncio 
at  Cologne,  and  afterwards  from  the  pope  hunfdf,  not  to  admit  tht 
precift,  beeaufc  -his  holiaefc  had  not  yet  granted  an  indulgence  to  tht 
emperor  to  exercife  the  Right  of  tni  first  petition, 

*  Clement  II.  was  fo  partial  likewife*  in  the  affair  of  the  Spanifh 
fuceeffion,  to  the  French  intercfts,  azainft  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  that 

s  Jofeph  found  it  neceflary  at  lail  to  bring  him,  by  more  ferious  mea- 
iarcs,  to  another  way  of  thinking,    In  the  year  1709  lie  marched  a 
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^rttrt  of  his  army  into  the  pope's  dominions,  and  laid  liege  to  Cot* 
macchio,  Clement  began  to  threaten  with  his  fpiritual  and  feculaf 
-weapon*;  and  wrote  to  Jofeph  in  the  following  ftrain;  *.  Defift  from 
your  undertakings,  or  we  will  withhold  our  paternal  favour,  and 
proceed  again  ft  yon  as  a  rebellious  fon,  by  excommunicating  you  from 
the  church  f  and*  if  we  find  it  neceiTary,  with  arms.  If  you  are  not 
afhamed  of  making  an  attack  upon  the  church,  and  even  upon  God 
Hmfclf,  and  deviating  from  the  piety  of  the  anceftors  of  your  houfe* 
and  particularly  of  the  Emperor  Leopold,  who  was  fo  devoted  to  the 
Roman  fpe ;  the  fame  God  who  has  given  you  an  empire,  will  agai* 
deftroy  it.'  But  the  times  when  the  curfe  of  excommunication  could 
make  even  emperors  tremble,  were  now  no  more.  The  pope  was 
foon  afterwards  obliged  to  fubmit  to  terms  of  peace,  and  adopt  a  very 
tlifretent  behaviour.' 

The  prefent  volume  concludes  with  the  reign  of  the  Emperor 
Charles  VI.  author  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanction,  and  father  of 
Maria  Therefa,  afterwards  emprefs-queen.  In  a  future  Re^ 
view  we  fhall  give  an  account  of  the  remaining  volume  of  this 
work,  which  contains  much  accurate  information,  and  a  faithful 
detail  pf  gradual  alterations  and  improvements  in  the  Germanic; 
conftitution.  v 
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rE  have  often  obferved,  that  there  are  certain  periods  in 
which  fome  particular  ranch  of  fcience  feems  to  be  al» 
moft  exclufively  cultivated  k  the  Philosophical  Tranfeclions. 
At  one  time  antiquities  have  been  the  favourite  fubje&  of  elu- 
cidation; at  another,  the  current  has  run  flrong  in  the  channel 
of  natural  knowledge ;  fometimes  the  annual  volume  has  ap- 
peared like  a  votive  gift  at  the  fhrine  of  Efculapius ;  at  other 
times,  all  was  experiments  j  Dr.  Herfchel  now  directs  the  at- 
tention, with  aftooifhing  fuccefs,  to  aftronomical  obfervations. 

The  firijr  article  is  An  Account  of  the  Difcovery  of  a  Sixth 
and  Seventh  Satellite  of  the  Planet  Saturn ;  with  Remarks  on 
the  Conftru&ion  of  its  Ring,  its  Atmofphere,  its  Rotation  on  an 
Axis,  and  its  fpheroidical  Figure.  By  William  Herfchel,  LL.D. 
F.  R.  S.  Dr.  Herfchel,  in  his  laft  paper  on  Nebulae,  had  an- 
nounced the  difcovery  of  a  fixth  fatellite  of  Saturr>i  but,  inftead 
of  one,  he  now  prefents  the  public  with  an  account  of  two  fa- 
tellites,  which  he  has  called  the  fixth  and  feventh,  though  their 
fituation  in  the  Saturman  fyftem  entitles  them,  very  probably, 
to  the  firft  and  fecond  place.  This  he  has  done  with  the  view 
that  pbilofophical  leaders  may  not  be  liable  to  miftake  in  re- 
ferring 
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faring  to  former  obfervatioos  or  tables,  where  the  five  knew! 
iatcUites  have  been  named  according  to  the  erder  tbey  have  b** 
ther  to  been  fuppofed  to  hold  ia  the  range  of  d&ance  from  the 
planet. 

It  may,  indeed,  appear  forprifing  that  thefe  fateUkes  fliould 
have  remained  fo  long  unknown  to  us^  when,  for  a  century  and 
an  half  paft,  the  planet  to  which  they  belong  has  been  die  ob- 
ject of  almoft  every  aftronodaert  curiofity,  on  account  of  the 
fingular  phenomena  of  its  ring.  But,  from  the  fituation  and 
fize  of  the  fatcllitcs,  they  could  hardly  be  discovered  till  a  te* 
lefcope  of  the  dimenfions  and  aperture  of  Dr.  HerfchePs  forty* 
five  feet  refle&or  fliould  be  conftru&ed.  By  meant  of  this  re* 
markable  inflrument  Dr.  Herfchel  has  already  made  feck  difcor 
verier  as  feem  to  give  a  new  era  to  the  profecution  of  aftro- 
ttomy. 

He  informs  us  that  die  Mack  difk,  or  belt,  upon  the  ring  ci 
Saturn  is  not  in  the  middle  of  its  breadth,  nor  is  the  ring  futr- 
divided  by  many  fuch  lines,  as  have  been  represented  in  various 
treatifes  of  aftronomy;  but  that  there  is  onefingle,  dark,  con- 
siderably broad  line,  belt,  or  zone,  upon  the  ring,  which  he  has 
always  uniformly  found  in  one  place.  This  description,  how- 
ever, relates  only  to  the  northern  plane  of  the  ring,  as  the  fitu- 
ation of  the  planet  has  not  hitherto  afforded  him  any  other  view^ 
The  fouthern  one,  which,  at  the  time  of  thefe  obfervattens, 
began  to  be  expofed  to  the  fun,  would  feortly  after  be  opened 
Sufficiently  to  enable  him  to  give  alfo  the  fituation  of  iis  belts* 
if  it  fliould  have  any.  •' 

It  appears,  from  our  author's  observations,  that  the  zone  oil 
the  nordiern  plane  rf  the  ring  is  not*  like  die  fcelta  of  Jupiter 
or  thofe  of  Saturn,  fubje&  to  variations  of  colour  and  figure  j 
but  is  moft  probably  owing  to  feme  permanent  eonftra&ion  of 
the  forfece  of  the  ring  itfelf.  He  infers,  however,  that  this  black: 
bek  cannot  be  the  fhadow  of  a  chain  of  mountains,  as  it  is  vifibte 
all  round  the  ring ;  for  at  the  ends  of  the  ante  there  could  be  nor 
fhades  vifible,  on  account  of  the  direction  of  the  fun's  illumin- 
ation, which  would  be  in  the  line  of  the  chain.  The  feme  ar* 
gument  will  hold  good  againft  fuppofed  caverns  or  concavities  5 
and  with  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  ring,  our  author  thinks  b£ 
may  affirm  with  certainty  that  it  is  no  Tefe  foiid  and  fubftantial 
than  the  planet  itfelf.  It  is  evident  that  the  ring  exerts  a  conw 
JWerable  force  upon  the  fetellkes,  fince  they  are  found  to  te 
ftrongly  affe&ed  with  many  irregularities  in  their  motioris,  which 
cannot  be  well  afcribed  to  any  other  caufe  than  the  quantity  of 
natter  contained  in  the  ring.  At  leaft  it  ought  to  be  allowed 
a  proper  (hare  in  the  effecl,  though  to  thrs  the  equatorijd  eteva*. 
lion  of  Saturn  muft  greatly  contribute* 
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Amthg.  tiie  properties  of  Saturn's  ring,  ascertained  bj  Ats 
yenccrating  ohda&ttntfe  obferver,  one  in  particular  is  remarks 
able,  natody*  hs  extreme  thmnefs.  The  fttuation  of  Saturn* 
for  fome  months,  had  been  highly  favourable  for  an  inveftiga- 
tion  of  this  circumftance ;  and  Dr.  Herfchel's  experiments  are 
fe  complete,  thai  no  dortfet  can  remain  on'  this  head.  He  faa* 
Kpeafcedty  feen  the  firft,  the  ffecond,  and  the  third  fateHites,  nay* 
cmen  tire  fixth  and  feventh,  pafs  before  and  behind  the  ring  m 
fuch  a  manner  that  they  ferved  as  excellent  micro/neters  bjr 
wbifch  to  efthk'ate  ks  thkkneft.  In  fupport  of  this  observation* 
tke  teutned  aftronomer  adduces  feveral  inftances,  for  which,  out 
ltriwts  not  permitting  a  detail  of  them,  we  muft  refer  to  th* 
wwic* 

With  regard  to  the  fixth  and  feventh  fatellkes  now  d&ovefe£ 
by  Dr.  Hemhel,  he  informs  us  thai,  from  a  comparifoa  of 
rtiany  observations  which  he  has  .made,  he  finds  that  the  former 
completes  a  fidereal  revolution  about  Saturn  in  one  day,  6  hours, 
53'  9";  and  the  latter  in  22  hours,  40"  46''.  The  feventh,  wo 
are  told,  is  incomparably  imaller  than  the  fixth,  and,  even  in 
his  forty-four  feet  reflector,  appears  only  like  a  fmall  lucid  point. 
For  the  inferences  ingenioufly  deduced  by  our  author  from  all  his, 
obiervations  on  this  curious  fubje&,  we  muft  lilcewife  refer  to 
the  volume* 

Art.  II.  Aftronomical  Obfervations  on  the  Planets  Venus 
and  Mats,  made  with  a  View  to  determine  the  heliocentric 
LortjnUdc  of  their  Nodes,  the  annual  Motion  of  the  Nodes, 
and  the  greatest  Inclination  of  their  Orbits,  fly  Thomas  Bugge, 
Fv  R.  8.  Reghis  Proteffor  of  Aftronomy  at  Copenhagen,  &c.  &c. 
Thefe  obfervations  feem  to  have  been  executed  with  great  ac* 
Curacy;  but,  being  almoft  entirely  numerical,  they  admit  of  no 
detail.   - 

Art*  HI.  An  Account  of  fome  luminous  Arches.  By  Mr. 
William  Hey,  F.  R.  S. — Thefe  arches  appear  to  be  a  Jpectes  of 
the  aurora  borealis.  The  firft  of  them  was  obferved  at  Buxton 
ki  March  1774*  and  the  fecond  and  third  at  Leeds,  one  of  than 
in  O&ober  1775,  and  the  other  in  April  1783. 

Art.  IV.     ExtnaA  of  a  Letter  from  F.  J.  H.  WoUafton, 

Stated  Sydney  College,  Cambridge,  February  24,  1784)  to  th* 
fcr.  Francis  Wollafton,  LL.B.  F.  R.8.— This  extraft  con- 
tains an  accoihit  of  a  ftream  of  light  which  appeared  in  the  even- 
ing  of  the  24th  of  Februaty  1 784. 

Alt*  V.  An  Afctfnmt  of  a  luminous  Arch.  Fronrthe  Rev. 
Mr.  B*  Hutchinfon. 

Art.  VL  Extraft  of  a  Letter  from  J.  Franklin,  Eiq.  rela- 
tive to  1  luminous  Arch, 

V 

Art. 
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§&4   Philofephical  Tranfaffiins  of  the  Aifol  Society  ofLokdoH.  - 
.  Art;  VII*    An  Account  of  feme  luminous  Arches.  By  Ed- 
ward Pigott*  E(q.— The  phenomena  defcribed  in  the  three 
'preceding  articles  are  fimilar  to  thofe  mentioned  in  Article  III. 

Art.  VIII.  Experiments  on  the  Analyfis  of  the  Heavy  In-* 
flammable  Air.  Bjr  William  Auftin,  M.  D. — Dr.  Auftin  for* 
merly  fuggefted  an  idea  that  the  heavy  inflammable  air  is  a  com- 
pound of  the  light  inflammable  and  phlogifticated  airs  ;  and  this 
conclufion  feems  to  be  fupported  by  the  experiments  recited  in 
the  prefent  paper. 

Art*  IX.  Some  Account  of  thfe  Strata  and  Volcanic  Ap& 
pearances  in  the  North  of  Ireland  and  Weftern  Iflands  of  Scot* 
knd.  In  two  Letters  from  Abraham  Mills,  Efij^-^In  thefe 
letters  Mr,  Mills  defcribes  the  ftrata  obferved  in  feveral  places 
With  great  precifion.  They  appear  to  be,  in  general,  of  vol- 
canic origin ;  and  what  occurs  moft  frequently  is  the  columner 
bafaltic  fpecies.  The  following  is  his  defcription  of  a  fcene  of 
this  kind  at  Ardlun  Head,  which  forms  the  fouth- weft  point  of 
Loch  Leven : 

*  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  (pot  where  the  bearings  were 
taken,  is  a  deep  glen,  running  N.  N.  E.  to  the  fea.  It  is  about  thirty 
yards  in  length,  and  twenty  in  breadth.  The  ftrata  are  difpofed  in 
the  following  extraordinary  manner.  The  uppermoft  is  ten  yards  of 
Java,  with  horizontal  diviflons  and  vertical  joints,  taking  the  form 
of  rude  pillars.  Under  this  is  an  horizontal  bed  of  a  perfectly  vi- 
trified fubftance,  which  appears  to  have  been  a  (hale,  and  is  from 
one  to  two  inches  in  thicknefs.  Beneath  this  is  about  three  yards  of 
a  iiliceous  gravelly  concrete ;  below  which  are  horizontal  beds  of  in- 
durated marl,  of  various  thicknefies,  from  fix  to  twelve  inches.  The 
whole  of  thefe  beds,  taken  together,  are  about  four  yards,  and  there 
is  a  large  fiflure  in  them,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  glen.  Laftly  are  ten 
yards  of  rude  lava,  containing  fpecks  of  quartz  and  mica  unaltered, 
pieces  apparently  of  granite,  and  fome  nodules  of  calcined  chert* 
The  whole  is  incumbent  on  regular  bafalt  pillars,  of  Various  dimen- 
fions,  from  eighteen  to  fix  inches  diameter,  varying  in  the  number  of 
their  fides,  fome  having  five,  fome  fix,  and  others  feven  fides.  They  . 
are  alfo  as  varioufly  dilpofed ;  thofe  on  the  weftern  extremity  of  tj*e 
glen  being  ftraight,  and  lying  horizontally;  whilft  of  thofe  on  the^aft  . 
fcde  fome  are  bare,  and  (landing  perpendicularly;  and  others,  Which 
are  furmounted  by  the  rude  lava,  are  inclined  and  curved,  as  if  they 
had  taken  that  form  in  cooling  from  the  preflure  of  the  incumbent 
weight.  See  Tab.  IV.  Fig.  i.  Many  of  the  pillars  are  very  full  of 
bladder-holes ;  the  articulations  of  the  joints  are  clofe,  though  not 
fo  clofe  as  thofe  of  the  Giant's  Caufeway ;  but,  like  thofe,  their  tops* 
where  expofed,  are  either  concave  or  convex.* 

Art,  X.  On  the  Height  of  a  luminous  Arch,  which  was 
feen  on  Feb.  23,  1784.  By  Henry  Cavcndifb,  Efy  F.R.  S- 
and  A.  S. 

Art. 
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Art.  XL  Obfervations  on  Refpiration.  By  the  Rev.  Jofeph 
Prieftley,  LL.D.  F.R.S.--Dr.  Prieftley,  in  his  former  obfer- 
vations on  refpiration,  publifhed  in  the  86th  volume  of  the  PhU 
jofophical  Tranfa&ions,  fuppofed  that  in  this  animal  procefs 
there  was  fimply  an  emiffion  of  phlogifton  from  the  lungs.  But 
the  refult  of  his  late  experiments  on  the  mutual  tranfmiffion  of 
dephlogifticated  air,  and  of  inflammable  and  nitrous  air  through 
3  rjioiit  bladder  interpofed  between  them,  and  likewife  the  opi- 
nions and  obfervations  of  others,  have  convinced  him  that,  be- 
iides  the  emfffion  of  phlogifton  from  the  blood,  dephlogifticated 
air,  or  the  acidifying  principle  of  it,  is  at  the  fame  time  receive4 
into  the  blood.  Still,  however*  there  remained  a  doubt  how 
much  of  the  dephlogifticated  air  which  is  inhaled  enters  the 
*  blood,  becaufe  part  of  it  is  employed  in  forming  the  fixed  air, 
which  is  the  produce  of  refpiration,  by  its  uniting,  as  is  fup- 
pofed, with  the  phlogifton  difcharged  from  the  blood.  In  ex- 
periments on  this  fubjeft  there  will  always  be  fome  uncertainty 
in  die  refults  of  the  long-continued  refpiration  of  any  kind  of 
air  y  as,  at  the  laft,  the  operation  becomes  laborious,  and  the 
quantity  expired  and  infpired  is  therefore  much  greater  than  at 
fhe  firftf  Dr,  Prieftley,  we  find,  has  been  aware  of  this  cir- 
cumftance ;  and  we  therefore  cannot  doubt  that  he  has  properly 
attended  to  it  in  the  experiments.  They  confirm,  in  general, 
his  former  fuppofition,  as  well  as  Dr.  Goodwyn's  obfervation, 
fhat  depWogifticated  air  is  confumed  in  refpiration. 

Art,  XII.  An  Account  of  the  Trigonometrical  Operation 
^hereby  the  Diftance  between  the  Meridians  of  the  Royal  Ob- 
servatories of  Greenwich  and  Paris  has  been  determined.  By 
Major-General  William  Roy. — The  trigonometrical  operation 
/which  is  the  fuhjeft  of  the  prefent  paper,  began  with  the  mea- 
surement of  a  bale  on  Heunflow- Heath  in  1784;  an  account  of 
which  has  formerly  been  given.  On  the  completion  of  that  firft 
"part  of  the  bufinefs  it  was  little  expected  that  nearly  three  full 
years  would  have  elapfed  before,  even  in  this  country,  an  inftru- 
ment  could  be  obtained  for  taking  the  angles.  This  being  at  laft 
effe&td  by  Mr.  Ramfden,  Major-General  Roy  refumed  his  oper- 
ations, and  conducted  them  with  an  ability  and  accuracy  which 
muft  perpetuate  his  name  (for,  alas  !  he  is  rfcjw  no  more),  as  a 
diftinguifhed  mathematician  arjd  philofopher.  This  elaborate 
paper,  which  does  honour  to  Britifn  ingenuity,  is  extended  from 
page  111  to  page  270. 

An  appendix  contains  a  meteorological  journal,  kept  at  the 
apartments  of  the  Royal  Society,  which  is  doubtlefs  a  proper 
addition  to  their  annual  publications. 
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Arr.  XL  Amm,  J7  #«£*  a&ir,  D.D.  ££.&  E4tnl. 
me  rf  the  Mintflers  of  the  High  Churchy  and  Proftffir  of  Rhe- 
toric and  Belles  Lettres  in  the  Vniverfity  of  Edinburgh.  VoL  HI. 
8vo.  6s.  boards.  Cadell,  London;  Creech,  Edinburgh. 
1790. 

TH  E  name  of  Dr.  Blair  is  fo  familiar  to  aH  our  readers,  and 
fo  juftly  efteemed  for  his  elegant  compofitions,  that  we 
need  do  little  more  than  announce  the  publication  of  his  third 
volume*  If  there  be  any  fpecies  of  writing  in  which  the  pre- 
fcnt  age  may  be  faid  to  furpafs  the  truly  claffical  era  of  Queen 
Anne,  it  feems  to  be  pulpit  difcourfes.  Though  we  cannot 
but  admire  the  force  of  Tillotfon,  the  perfpicuity  of  Clarke,  and 
Ae  eloquence  of  Atterbury,  yet  the  ftate,  and  in  fome  mea- 
Jtire,  the  fafhion,  of  the  times  neceffarily  obliged  them  to  engage 
.much  in  polemics  and  metaphylical  dilcuifions.  At  prefent  the 
tage  for  thefe  is  happily  leflened.  Popery  is  no  longer  dreaded 
ars  a  bugbear,  and  the  zeal  of  its  profeflbrs  in  making  profelytes 
is  much  abated,  "  Metaphyfics  have  been  the  bane  of  true  reli- 
gion whenever  they ,  have  inlinuated  themfelves  among  her 
preachers ;  and  could  we  even  arrive  at  truth  through  all  the 
mazes  by  which  they  conduct  us,  we  fliould  gain  but  little  tQ-» 
wards  inftru&ing  us  in  the  common  duties  of  life.  To  this 
laft  point  every  thing  fhould  be  dire&ed  j  on  it  depends  that 
uniform  conduct,  without  which  religious  notions,  however  juft, 
muft  be  ufelefs,  and  the  brighteft  moral  characters  be  perpetually 
ftdlied  with  forbidding  foibles,  and  even  with  tfegrading  vices* 
Whenever  we  venture  to  diftinguifli  religion  from  morality,  wc 
injure  both ;  our  duty  to  God  is  infeparable  from  our  duty  tj> 
jnan.  They  are  always  united  by  the  Author  of  our  religion; 
and  if  he  is  more  urgent  on  one  than  on  the  other^  \%  is  of  the 
latter  he  moft  frequently  reminds  us. 

But  even  in  morals  the  mori  atrocious  vices  are  not  fiich  as 
fliould  be  moft  a.ttended  to.  There  is  a  degree  of  depravity 
which  difdains  all  the  leflbns  of  the  pulpit,  laughs  at  die  regular 
attendants  on  worfhip,  and  either  dreads  or  fcorns  to  hear  re* 
proof.  Such  can  only  be  awakened  by  fignal  judgments ;  and 
to  expqfe  them  before  the  ordinary  race  of  jChri,ftians  is'only  ta 
teach  the  latter  to  be  contented  with  their  own  ftate  of  medk 
verity.  The  bufinefs  of  .ministers  is  with  leffer  vices,  with 
foibles,  which,  if  negle&ed,  become  vices ;  with  ,the  darlings  of 
common  life,  the  negleft  of  ibcial  offices,  the  remiffhefs  in  the 
performance  of  thofe  duties,  and  the  exercife  of  thofe  fetf- 
denials  which  are  daily  and  hourly  occurring.  On  this  account 
wc  are  much  indebted  to  Dr.  Delany  for  his  difcourfes  on  fociaj 
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Arties  5  *>u*  *^e  are  ^  mu€'1  confined  to  relative  connexions. 
J3r.  Blair  toa$  attended  to  all  the  various  circorrrftances  of  com- 
mon life,  and  taught  us  the  minutiae  of  which  virtue  and  happi- 
jiefs  are  compofed.  With  this  view  his  illuftratibns  are  all 
ftroog  though  femHfar,  his  laoguage  nervous  though  fluent,  his 
ftyle  correct  without  tameneft,  and  even  the  feverity  of  his  fa 
Bunciations  tempered  with  all  the  inviting  graces  of  Cbrifliaii 
moderation  and  love. 

The  firft  ferm«n  is  on  the  true  Honour  of  Man,  fromPiOT, 
iv.  8.  E*ait  bgr9  and  Jhe  JbaSprmcte  thee  3  Jhe  Jhali  bring  thee  f# 
bvuur.  Thisdifcourfe  is  replete  with  all  the  advantages  wc 
have  above  afcribed  to  Dr.  Blair  >  and  as  it  contains,  in  a  km 
words,  the  author's  notions  of  true  religion,  we  fhall  lay  them 
before  our  readers : 

*  On  this  recommendation  of  religion  it  is  the  more  neceflary  to 
fix  our  attention,  becaufe  it  is  often  refufed  to  it  by  men  of  the 
world.  Their  notions  of  honour  are  apt  to  run  in  a  very  different 
phannel.  Wherever  religion  is  mentioned,  they  connedt  with  it  idea* 
of  melancholy  and  dejection,  or  of  mean  and  feeble  fpirits.  They 
perhaps  admit  that  it  may  be  ufeful  to  the  multitude,  as  a  principle, 
pf  restraint  from  disorders  and  crimes  ;  and  that,  to  perfons  of  9.  pe-  , 
putiar  turn  of  mind,  it  may  afford  confolation  under  the  diftreffes  of 
Jife.  But  from  the  active  icenes  of  the  world,  and  from  thofe  vigor- 
pus  exertions  which  difplay  to  advantage  the  human  abilities,  they 
incline  totally  to  exclude  it*  It  may  footh  the  timid  or  the  fad ;  but 
they  confider  it  as  having  no  connexion  with  what  is  proper  to  raife 
men  to  honour  and  diftinclioa.  I  mall  now  endeavour  to  remove 
*his  reproach  from  religion,  and  to  fliew  that,  in  every  fituation  of 
liuman  life,  even  in  the  higheft  ftations,  it  forms  the  hpnour  as  well 
fu  the  happinefs  of  man. 

*  gut,  firft,  let  us  be  careful  to  ascertain  what  true  religion  is. 
I  admit  that  there  is  a.  certain  jfpecies  of  religion  (if  we  can  give  it 
that  name)  which  has  no  claim  to  fuch  high  diftinclion ;  when  It  k 
placed  whojly  in  Speculation  and  belief*  in  the  regularity  of  external 
jfaonaage,  or  in  fiery  zeal  about  contefted  opinions.  From  a  toper  fti- 
£ion  inherent  in  the  human  mind,  the  religion  of  the  multitude  lias 
always  been  tinftured  with  too  much  of  this  fpirit.  They  ferve  God 
fis  they  would  ferve  a  proud  mailer,  who  may  be  flattered  bj  their 
proftrations,  appealed  by  their  gifts*  and  gained  by  loud  protections 
4>f  attachment  to  his  intereih,  and  of  enmity  to  all  whom  they  ftrp- 
jpofe  to  be  his  foes.  jjut  this  is  not  that  wifdom  to  which  Solomon 
«fcribes,  in  the  text,  fuch  high  prerogatives.  It  is  not  the  religion 
which  we  preach,  nor  the  religion  of  Chrift.  That  religion  confijh 
in  the  love  of  God  and  the  love  of  man,  grounded  pn  faith  in  die 
XiOrd  Jefus  Chrift,  the  great  Redeemer  of  the  world,  the  Interccflbr 
£x  the  penitent,  and  the  Patron  of  the  virtuous ;  through  whom  we 
enjoy  comfortajble  accefc  to  the  Sovereign  of  the  uniyexfe  in  the  afts 
$f  worftiip  and  devotion.  It  conlifts  in  juftice,  humanity,  and 
jPf^jrcy ;  in  a  fair  and  candid  mind,  a  generous  and  aiFe&ibriate 
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bcmrtt  accompanied  with  temperance,  fctf-gOv«rime*t,  and  a  pelt 
peftud  regard  in  all  our  actions  to  confcience,  and  to  the,  law  of  God, 
AreHgioua,  and  a  thoroughly  virtuous  character,  therefore,  I  confide? 
*»the£une.'  • 

The  fecond  fermon,  on  Senfibility,  has  a  confiderable  fhare 
rf  merit,  and  AaJl  be  hereafter  more  clofely  attended  to ;  that  on 
the  Duties  of  Middle  Life  is  replete  with  the  mod  valuable  ad- 
monitions^  and  fcarce  a  line  but  fhould  be  daily  and  hourly  be* 
for*  us.  But  the  fifth,  on  Death,  is,  if  poffible,  fuperior  to 
this*  The  calm  fentiments,  that  flow  with  fuch  eafe,  inch  urw 
afe&ed  piety,  fuch  enviable  resignation,  teach  even  melan- 
choly to  ^harm,  and  encourage  us  to  invite  a  frequent  inter- 
courfe  with  the  king  of  terrors*.  The  concluding  part  is  fo 
peculiarly  elegant,  tender,  and  ftriking,  that  we  cannot  doubt 
but  it  wilj  induce  our  readers  to  refolve  on  pertifing  the" 
wfyrie ; 

f  Meanwhile,  let  us  refpect  the  virtues,  and  cherifh  the  memory, 
uf  the  deceafed.  Let  their  little  failings  be  now  forgotten-  Let  us 
dwell  on  what  was  amiable  in  their  character,  imitate  their  worth, 
and  trace  their  fteps.  By  this  means,  the  remembrance  of  thofe 
whom  we  loved  fhail  become  ufeful  and  improving  to  us,  as  well  as 
ficred  and  dear  j  if  we  accultom  ourfblves  to  cohfider  them  as  fHH 
Ipeaking,  and  exhorting  us  to  all  that  is  good ;  if,  in  rttuations 
where  our  virtue  is  tried,  we  call  up  their  refpected  idea  to  view,  and, 
*s  placed  in  their  prefence,  think  of  die  part  which  we  could  aft 
liefbre  them  without  a  bjufh. 

*  Moreover,  let  the  remembrance  of  the  friends  whom  we  have  loft 
Irrengthen  our  affection  to  thofe  that  remain.  The  narrower  the  circle 
becomes  of  thofe  we  love,  Jet  us  draw  the  closer  together.  Let  the 
lkcart  that  has  been  fattened  by  forrow  mellow  into  gentlenefs  and 
lindnefs,  make  liberal  allowance  for  the  weakneffes  of  others,  and 
diveft  itfelf  of  the  little  prejudices  that  may  have  forrnerlvprepoffeffed 
it  againft  them.  The  greater  havoc k  that  death  has  made  among  our 
friends  on  earth,  let  us  cultivate  connexion  more  whh  God;  and 
lteaven,  and  virtue.  Let  thofe  noble  views  which  man's  immortal 
character  affords  fill  and  exalt  our  minds.  Paflengers  only  through 
this  fiiblunary  region,  let  our  thoughts  often  afcend  to  that  divine 
country,  which, we  are  taught  to  cottfider  as  {he  native  feat  of  the 
Jonl.  There  we  form  connexions  that  are  never  broken ;  there  we. 
meet  tyith  friends  who  never  die.  Among  celeftial  things  there  h 
£nn  and  latHng  conftancy,  while  all  that  is  on  earth  changes  and 
pafies  away. — Such  are  fome  of  the  fruits  we  fhould  reap  from  the 
fender  feelings  excited  by  the  death  of  friends.  But  they  are  not 
only  our  friends  who  die ;  our  enemies  alfo  muft  go  to  their  long 
heme.    Let  us,  therefore, 

*  IN.  Confider  how  we  ought  to  be  affected  when  they  from  whom 
fufpidons  have  alienated,  or  rivalry 'has  divided  us;  they  with  whom 
ire  have  long  contended,  or  by  whom  we  imagine  Ourfelves  to  have 
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fiiffered  wrong,  are  laid,  or  about  to  be  laid,  in  the  grave.  How  in- 
confiderable  then  appear  thofe  broils  in  which  we  had  been  long  in- 
evolved,  thofe  contefts  and  feuds  which  we  thought  were  to  laft  for 
ever  1  The  awful  moment  that  now  terminates  them  makes  us  feel 
their  vanity.  If  there  be  a  (park  of  humanity  left  in  the  breaft,  the 
remembrance  of  our  common  fatethen  awakens  it.  Is  there  a  man, 
who,  if  he  were  admitted  to  (land  by  the  death-bed  of  his*  bittereft 
enemy,  and  beheld  him  enduring  that  conflict  which  human  nature 
mud  fuffer  at  the  laft,  would  not  be  inclined  to  ftretch  forth  the  hand 
of  friendship,  to  utter  the  voice  of  forgivenefs,  and  to  wi(h  for  per- 
fect reconciliation  with  him  before  he  left  the  world  ?  Who  is  there 
that,  when  he  beholds  the  remains  of  his  adverfary  depofited  in  the 
dull,  feels  not,  in  that  moment,  fome  relentings  at  the  remembrance 
of  thofe  pad  animofities  which  mutually  embittered  their  life  ?— 
«  There  lies  the  man  with  whom  I  contended  fo  long,  filent  and  mute 
for  ever..  He  is  fallen ;  and  I  am  about  to  follow  him.  How  poor 
is  the  advantage  which  I  now  enjoy?  Where  are  the  fruits  of  all 
'  our  centefts  ?  In  a  ihort  time  we  mail  be- laid  together,  and  no  re- 
membrance remain  of  either  of  us  under  the  fun.  How  many  miilakes 
may  there  have  been  between  us  ?  Had  not  he  his  virtues  and  good 
qualities  as  well  as  I  ?*  When  we  (hall  both  appear  before  the  judg- 
ment-feat of  God,  (hall  I  be  found  innocent,  and  free  of  blame,  for 

all  the  enmity  I  have  borne  him  ?• My  friends,  let  the  anticipation 

of  fuch  fentiments  ferve  now  to  correct  the  inveteracy  of  prejudice, 
to  cool  the  heat  of  anger,  to  allay  the  (iercenefs  of  refentment.  How 
unnatural  is  it  for  animofities  fo  lading  te  poflefs  the  hearts  of  mortal 
men,  that  nothing  can  extinguifh  them  but  the  cold  hand  of  death? 
Is  there  not  a/uflicient  proportion  of  evils  in  the  Ihort  fpan  of  human 
life,  that  we  feek  toincreafe  their  number  by  rufhing  into  unneceflary 
oontefts  with  one  another  ?  When  a  few  funs  more  have  rolled  over  our 
heads,  friends  and  foes  (hall  have  retreated  together ;  and  their  love 
and  their  hatred  be  equally  buried.  Let  our  fe\v  days,  then,  be  fpent 
in  peace.  While  we  are  all  journeying  onwards  to  death,  let  us  ra- 
ther *  bear  one  another's  burdens,'  than  harafs  one  another  by  the 
way.  Let  us  fmooth  and  cheer  the  road  as  much  as  we  can,  ratner 
than  fill  the  valley  of  our  pilgrimage  with  the  hateful  monuments  of 
our  contention  and  ftrife. 

4  Thus  I  have  fet  before  you  fome  of  thofe  meditations  which  are 
naturally  fuggefted  by  the  prevalence  of  death  around  us ;  by  the 
death  of  ftrangers,  of  friends,  and  of  enemies.  Becaufe  topics  of 
this  nature  are  obvious,  let  it  not  be  thought  that  they  are  without 
life.  They  require  to  be  recalled,  repeated,  and  enforced.  Moral 
and  religious  inftru&ion  derives  its  efficacy,  not  fo  much  from  what 
men  are  taught  to  know,  as  from  what  they  are  brought  to  feel.  It  is 
not  the  dormant  knowledge  of  any  truths,  but  the  vivid  impreffion  of 
them,  which  has  influence  on  pra&ice.  Neither  let  it  be  thought 
^hat  fuch  meditations  are  unfeafonable  intrufions  upon  thofe  who  are 
living  in  health,  in  affluence,  and  eafe.  There  is  no  hazard  of  their 
making  too  deep  or  painful  an  impreffion.  The  gloom  whick  they 
occafion  is  tranfient,  and  will  foon,  too  foon,  it  is  probable,  be 
'Enc.rev.  vol.  xvi.  nov.  1790.  '  -^  a  aifpelied 
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difpelled  by  the  focceeding  affairs  and  pleafare*  of  the  woM.  -Tf* 
'  wrfdom  It  certainly  belongs  that  men  ihattJd  be  impreffed  with  jb& 
views  of  their  nature  and  their  ilate ;  and  the  pleasures  of  life  will 
always  be  enjoyed  to  moft  advantage  when  they  are  tempered  with 
ferious  thought.  There  is  '  a  time  to  mourn/  as  well  as  •  a  time 
to  rejoice.'  There  is  a  virtuous  *  forrow,  which  Is  better  thaa 
laughter*  There  is  a  '  fadnefs  of  the  countenance,  by  whidrthe 
heart  is  made  better.' 

The  fermon  on  the  Progrefs  of  Vice  is,  in  many  leading 

farts,  on  the  plan  of  Newman's.  We  mean  not  to  accufe  the 
)o£or  of  plagiarifm ;  for  good  men,  writing  on  Similar  fub- 
je&s,  mu/i  rail  into  fimilar  ideas.  But  Dr.  Blair  has  the  advan- 
tage of  ftyle  and  perfuafive  fweetnefs  in  the  midft  of  all  his  fc- 
verities.  His  difcourfe  is  likewife  fuited  to  modern  times,  to 
modern  vices,  and  to  the  caufes  which  in  thefe  days  produce  the 
firft  ftep  to  vice,  and  increafe  all  the  difficulties  of  returning  to 
\  virtue.  Thefe  he  dwells  upon  without  exhaufting  them,  but  in 
a  manner  that  obliges  every  reader  to  reflect,  to  think  for  him- 
fdf,  and,  if  poffiMe,  to  magnify  whatever  is  not  brought  into 
open  view.  .In  the  conclufion  of  this  fermon  are  dimmed  up  all 
the  moft  cogent  arguments  that  could  fuggeft  themfdves  to  a 
mind  evidently  intent  on  doing  good,  and  impreffed  with  an 
anxious  folicitude  to  fave  fouls. 

The  fixth  fermon,  on  Fortitude,  has  every  thing  that  novelty 
and  genuine  ufefulnefs  can  recommend.  The  fuceeeding  one, 
on  Envy,  is  in  no  refpe&s  inferior ;  and,  confidering  how  much 
more  hacknied  the  fubjeft  is,  we  are  furprifed  to  find  it  fo  in- 
terefting,  lively,  and  impreffive.  In  this,  as  on  moft  other  od- 
cafions,  the  preacher  takes  much  pains  to  fhew  how  amiable  and 
advantageous  "the  exercife  of  the  oppofite  virtues  would  be, 
thus  teaching  us  that  our  intereft  here,  as  well  as  hereafter,-  is 
the  fame  ;  and  that  to  be  virtuous  is  to  be  wife  and  happy.  It 
is  a  very  common  thing  for  one  clafe  of  preachers  to  declaim 
againft  thofe  difcourfes  which  are  directed,  as  they  exprefs  it, 
onlv  to  the  paffions.  The  impreffion>  fay  they,  is  ihonientary, 
ana  foon  wears  off;  convince  the  reafon,  and  your  fuccefs  will 
be  permanent.  With  fubmiffion,  we  conceive  this  doSrine  to 
be  more  plaufible.than  true.  Is  it  from  reafon  that  men*  fin,  or 
from  the  paffions  ?  If  the  latter,  let  us  gain  them  on  our  £de. 
The  reafon  we  have  long  ago  fecured,  but  we  find  k  ineffi- 
cient. What  man  fins  from  a  conviction  that  his  conduct  is 
juft  or  right  ?  Were  we  to  attend  to  reafon,  preaching  would 
•be,  for  the  moft  part,  unneceffary.  A  degree  of  order  would 
be  eftablifhed  that  could  fcatpely  ever  be  interrupted.  Fern  ad- 
monitions would  be  requifire,  and  thofe  few,  when  oacemn- 
derAood,  need  neret  be  repeated.    But  the  paiSom  ,a»e  at 
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♦perpetual  wiaaee  with  reafon;  it  is  by  thefe  avenues  that  the 
cpemy  etrtecs  j  and  thefeacceffihle  pa^ts  it  becomes  us  to  guard 
with  the  greafccft  vigilance.  v 

[  To  be  continued.  ] 


Art.  XIL  Reflections  on  the  Revolution  in  France^  and  on  the 
Proceedings  in  certain  Societies  in  London  relative  to  that  Event. 
In.  a  Letter  intended  to  have  been  fent  to  a  Gentleman  in  Paris  0 
By  the  Right  Hon.  Edmund  Burke.  8vo.  5s.  fewed,  Dodfley.' 
Uondon,  1790* 

T  N  the  prefent  period  of  extended  intercourfe  among  men  and 
■*  nations,  no  event  of  importance  in  one  country  in  Europe 
can  be  uninterefting  to  another.     For  not  only  are  the  relations 
of  itates,  and  the  bearings   of  their  refpe&ive  fituations  and 
views  on  thofe  of  each  other,become  more  various  and  complex 
.than  in  tithes  of  greater  fimplicity  and  rudenefs.    Even  if  new 
.events  and  revolutions  could  be  fuppofed  to  take  place  in  one 
ft&te  or  kingdom  without  affe&ing  the  political  interefts  of 
•others,  they  would  have  a  diffufive  and  mighty  influence  through 
the  operation  of  opinion  and  example ;  the  force  of  which,  after 
.what  has  recently  occurred  in  America,  Ireland,  and  the  conti- 
.near,  is  felt  with  uncommon  fenfibility. 
.     The  revolution  that  has  happened  in  France  is  interesting  to 
Great-Britain,  dire&ly  as  affe&ing  the  political  fyftem  of  that 
empire, and  indireftly,  by  provoking  queftions  and  circulating  opi- 
nions among  the  Engliui  on  fubje&s  of  the  greateft  confequence; 
•iiot^  indeed,  unknown  or  untouched  in  the  conftitutional  hif- 
tory  of  our  kingdom,  but  revived  and  enlivened  by  the  revolu- 
tion we  have  mentioned.     It  was  therefore  to  be  expe&ed  that 
the  Britiih  nation,  and  efpecially  men  of  learning  and  reflection* 
would  take  a  lively  concern  in  the  prefent  tranfa&ions  of  our 
neighbours ;  and  there  were  circumftances  that  naturally  led  the 
public  eye  to  look  for  a  publication  on  this  fubjeft  from  the  pen 
of  Mr.  Burke.     This  gentleman,  endowed  by  nature  with  line 
talents,  and  particularly  with  an  imagination  lively  and  fertile  to 
excels,  is  feelingly  touched  by  all  that  is  fitted  to  move  the  bu- 
sman foul,  whether  in  the  phyiical  or  moral  world ;  over  both  of 
which  he  cafts  thofe  extenfive  and  rapid  glances  that  are  darted 
oaly  from  minds  fo   compofed  by  nature,   and  improved  by 
a   learned  and  liberal  education.     On  fuch  a  mind,  trained 
up,  it  is  faid,  from  the  earlieft  period,  in  a  predile&ion  for  Ca- 
tbolic  rites  and  kingly  power,  and  certainly  educated  in  a  French 
fcaiimry*  die  late  revolution  in  France,  which  involved  the  ruin 
1.   ...  Aa  2  of 
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of  tbfcmorarchy  and  *!*>«  church,  could  not  but  nuke  a  Vfefjr 
fenfijble  imprefiion.  He  feized,  in  the  Englift*  Hotife  of  Com* 
mom,  the  firft  opportunity, of  declaring  his  fehriments  conceiv- 
ing that  event;  and  the  a&ors  in  thofe  fcenes  by  which  itf  vhis 
effected ;  when  an  incident  happened*  which  may  be  naturally 
ftJppofed  to  have  induced  Mr,  Burke  at  once^to  coming  his  fen- 
timents  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  France  to  writing,  and  the  world 
to  expeft  them.  We  allude  to  his  public  altercation  in  the  fenafce 
with  Mr.  Sheridan.  On  this  occafion,  it  appeared  that  thefe  two 
gentlemen  entertained  opinions  widely  different  wkh  regard  to 
the  affairs  of  France, 

To  thefe  obfervations  on  the  natural  aptitude  of  Mr,  Burke 
to  take  part  in  the  concerns  of  France,  we  fhall  only  add,  that 
it  was  from  the  economical  plans  of  M.  Neckar,  about  ten  years 
ago,  that  Mr.  Burke,  as  he  avowed  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons* 
drew  the  idea  of  propofing  and  recommending  a  reform  in  the 
houfehold,  or  civil  eftablifnment  of  the  King  of  Great-Bri$ain 
and  Ireland.  This  circumftance,v  with  others  perhaps  that  will 
readily  be  recollected,  will  fuggeft  the  reflection  that  our  inge- 
nious ami  learned  author  has  flood  on  fomewhat  different  ground 
at  different  times  and  in  different  circumftances  ;  though  it  is 
but  fair  to  admit  that  there  is  a  wide  difference  between  an 
abatement  of  exterior  fplendour,  and  even  perfonal  influence^ 
and  a  diVeft  invafion  of  powers  interwoven,  through  the  lapfc  ©f 
age,s,  with  the  conftitution  of  a  ftate.  But  it  is  proper  to  n^r* 
mit  the  author  to  fpeak  for  himfelf.  In  an.  advertifement  pre> 
fixed  to  his  Reflections  Mr.  Burke  fays, 

*  It  may  not  be  unneceflary  to  inform  the  reader  that  the  following 
reflexions  had  their  origin  in  a  correfpondence  between  the  author 
and  a  very  young  gentleman  at  Paris,  who  did  him  the  honour  of 
defiring  his  opinion  upon  the  important  tranfactions  which  then,  and 
ever  fince,  have  fo  much  occupied  the  attention  of  all  men.  An 
anfwer  was  written  fome  time  in  the  month  of  Oftober  17894  bur  it 
was  kept  back  upon  prudential  confiderations.  That  letter  is  al^4e^ 
to  in  the  beginning  of  the  following  meets.  It  has  been  fince  .for- 
warded to  the  perfon  to  whom  it  was  addcefled.  The  reafons  for  the 
delay  in  fending  it  were  afligned  in  a  fhort  letter  to  the  Quae  g*rttie- 
man.  This  produced,  on  his  part,  a  new  and  preffing  appiicatioi 
for  the  author's  fentiments.  ,  ,.1^ 

*  The  author  began  a  fecond  and  more  full  difcuffion  on  the  Mbs. 
jecY.  1  his  he  had  fome  thoughts  of  publishing  early  in.  jhe  laft. 
fpring;  but  the  matter  gaining  upon  him,  he,  found  that  what  j» 
had  undertaken  not  only  far  exceeded  the  meafure  of  a  letter^  but 
that  its  importance  required  rather  a  more  detailed  CQufideratflm 
than  at  that  time  he  had  any  leifure  to  bellow  upon- k*  Jrtoreroy 
having  thrown  down  his  flrit  thoughts  in  the  form  of  a  tettwvraiUl* 
indeed  when  he  fat  down  to  write,  having  injected  it  for  aipr wate  * 
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letter,  hcfottrd  it  difficult  to  change,  the  form  of  addrefs,  when1  his^ 
fentiments  had  grown  into  a  greater  extent,  and  had  deceived  ahotlie* 
-direction.  A  different  plan,  he  is  fenftble,  might  be  more  favourable 
to  a  commodious  divifron  and  diftribution  of  his  matter.* 

After  a  polite  introduclion,  he  declares  to  his  young  friend 
hi*  general  fentiments  concerning  the  prefent  circumftances  of. 
the  French  nation.     *  Though  I  do  moft  heartily  with  tha£  * 
4  France  may  be  animated  by  a  fpirit  of  rational  liberty,  and, 

*  that  I  think  you  bound,  in  ail  honeft  policy,  to  provide  a  per- 
c  manent  body,  in  which  that  fpirit  may  refide,  and  an  effe&uaf 

*  organ  by  which  it  may  aft,  it  is  my  misfortune  to  entertain 
c  great  doubts  concerning  feveral  material  points  in  your  late, 
'  tranfa£tions., — Such  are  Mr.  Burke's  fentiments  concerning 
the  proceedings  in  France,  notwithftanding  the  public  fandtion 
which  thefe  have  received  *  from  two  clubs  of  gentlemen  in 
4  London,  called  the  Conftitutional  Society,' and  the  Revolution 
4  Society  5*  whofe  affumed  importance  in  intermeddling  in  the 
affairs  of  France  furnifties  the  author  with  a  fubjeft  for  ridicule . 
and  reprehenfion. 

The  firft  principle  with  which  Mr.  Burke  fets  out,  in  reafon- 
'  ing  concerning  the  grand  fubjecl:  of  debate  in  France,  is,  that. 
we  ought  not  to.  *  give  praife  or  blame  to  any  thing  which  re-, 
lates  to  human  actions,  and  human  concerns,  on  a  fimple  view 
of  the  object,  as  it  ftands  ftripped  of  every  relation,  in  all  the 
nakednefs  and  folitude  of  metaphyseal  attraction.  Gircurn- 
ftarices  (which  with  feme  gentlemen  pafs  for  nothing)  give 
in  reality  to  every  political  principle  its  diftinguifhing  colour 
and  difcriminating  effect.  The  circumftances  are  what  render 
qvery  civil  and  political  fcheme  beneficial  or  noxious  to  man- 
kind. Abftra&edly  fpcaking,  government  as  Well  as  liberty  is 
good,  Yet,  is  it  becaufe  liberty,  in  the  abftraft,  may  be  clafled 
artlongft  the*ble(Sngs  of  mankind,  that  I  am  ferioufly  to  feli- 
citate a  madman,  who  has  efcaped  from  the  protecting  re- 
ftfaint  and  wholefome  darknefs  of  his  cell,  on  his  reftoration 
to  the  enjoyment  of  light  and  liberty?' 

*  When  I  fee  the  fpirit  of  liberty  in  a&ion,  I  fee  a  ftrong  prin- 
ciple at  work ;  and  this,  for  a  while,  is  all  I  can  pofllbly  know  of  it. 
The  wild  gas,  the  fixed  air,  is  plainly  broke  loofe  ;  but  we  ought  to 
fufpend  our  judgment  until  the  firft  effervefcence  is  a  little  fubuded, 
till  the  liquor  is  cleared,  and  until  we  fee  fomcthiug  deeper  than 
the  agitation  of  a  troubled  and  frothy  furface.  I  mull  be  tolerably 
furc^Jbefore  I  vehture  publicly  to  congratulate  men  upon  a  bL  fling, 
thafc  they  have  really  received  one.  Flattery  corrupts  both  the  re- 
ceiver and  the  giver ;  and  adulation  is  not  of  more  fervice  to  th^  peo- 
pie  rt  ban  takings.  I  fliould  therefore  fufpend  my  congratulations  on 
the  new  liberty  of  France  until  I  was  informed  how  it  had  been 
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combined  with  government,  with  public  force,  with  the  iiTdp&6 
ami  obedience  of  armies,  with  the  collection  of  an  effective  and  wetf- 
diftributed  revenue,  with  morality  and  religion,  with  the  folldity  of 
property,  with  peace  and  order,  with  civil  and  focial  manners.  All 
thefe  (in  their  way)  are  good  things  too ;  and,  without  them,  li- 
berty is  not  a  benefit  whilft  it  lafts,  and  is  not  likely  to  continue  long. 
The  effcd  of  liberty  to  individuals  is,  that  .they  may  do  what  they 
pleafe :  we  ought  to  fee  what  it  will  pleafe  them  to  do,  before  we 
rifle  congratulations  which  may  be  foon  turned  into  complaints.  Pru- 
dence would  di&ate  this  in  the  cafe  of  fcparate  infulated  private  men  ; 
but  liberty,  when  men  ad  in  bodies,  is  power.  Confiderate  people, 
before  they  declare  themfelves,  will  obferve  the  ufe  which  is  made  of 
fvwtr ;  and  particularly  of  fo  trying  a  thing  as  neiv  power  in  new 
perfons,  of  whofe.  principles,  tempers,  and  difpofitions,  they h have 
fettle  or  no  experience,  and  in  iituations  where  thofe  who  appear  the 
»oit  ftirring  in  the  (bene  may  poffibly  not  be  the  real  movers, 

*  All  thefe  considerations,  however,  were  below  the  transcendental 
dignity  of  the  Revolution  Society,  Whilft  I  continued  in  the  cpun- 
try,  from  whence  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  you,  I  had  but  jjn 
imperfect  idea  of  their  tranfaclions.  On  my  coming  to  town>  I  lent 
for  an  account  of  their  proceedings,,  which'  had  been  published  by 
their  authority,  containing  a  fermon  of  I)r.  Price,  with  the  Duke  de 
Hochefaucault's  and  the  ArchbHhop  of  Aix's  tetter,  and  ftvcral  other 
documents  annexed.  The  whole  of  that  publication,  with  the  to a- 
rriieftdefignof  connecting  the  affairs  of  France  with  thofe  of  England, 
by  drawing  .us  into  an  imitation  of  the  conduct  of  the  National  Af- 
&mbly,  gave  me  a  confiderable  degree  of  uneafinefs.  The  ejfe&  of 
that  conduct  upon  the  power,  credit,  profpeiity,  and  tranquillity,  of 
.France,  became  everyday  more  evident.  The  form  of  coniliiuiioii 
to  be  fettled,  for  its  future  policy,  became  more  clear.  We  are  now 
in  a  condition  to  difcern,  with  tolerable  exaeMnefs,  the  true  nature  of 
the  object  held  up  to  our  imitation.     If  die  prudence  of  refcrve  and 

*  decorum  dictates  filence  in  fome  circumftartces,  in  others  prudence 
of  an  higher  order  mayjuftify  us  in  (peaking  aur  thoughts,  The 
beginnings  of  confufion  with  us<  in  England  are  at  prefem  feeble 
enough;  but  with  you,  we  have  feen  an  infancy  ftiH  more  feeble, 
growing  by  moments  into  a  ftrength  to  heap  moun  rains  up  en  moun- 
tains, and  towage  war  with  Heaven  itfelf.     Whenever  our  neigh  - 

.  hour's  houfe  is  on  fire,  it  cannot  be  amifs  for  the  engines  to  p]ay  a 
little  on  our  own.  Better  to-be  delp\fed  for  too  anxious  apprelienfions, 
than  ruined  by  too  confident  a  fecurity. 

*  Solicitous  chiefly  for  the  peace  of  my  own  country,  but  by  no 
means  unconcerned  for  yoursj  1  wiih  to  communicate  more  largely 
what  was  at  firft  intended  only  for  your  private  feusfafliojS,  J  Sail 
ftillkeep  your  affairs  in  my  eye,  and  continue  toaddrefs  myfelf  to 
you.  Indulging  myfelf  in  the  freedom  of  epiftolary  intercourfe,  f 
beg  leave  tct  throw  out  my  thoughts,  and  exprefs  my  feelings,  juft  as 
they  ariie  in  my  mind;  with  very  little  attention  to  formal  method, 
I  fet  Jont  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Revolution  Society  ;  but  f  mzlt 
not  confine  myfelf  to  them.    Is  it  poflible  I  ihould  ?    It  looks  tb  me 
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ftsif  I  were!  in  a  great  crifis,  not  of  the  affairs  of  France  atone,  but  of 
-all  Europe,  perhaps  of  more  than  Europe.  All  circumftances  taken  to* 
gether,  the  French  revolution  h  the  moll  aftonifhing  that  has  hitherto 
happened  in  the  world.  The  moft  wonderful  things  are  brought 
about,  in  many  inftances,  by  means  the  moil  abfurdand  ridiculous, 
in  the  molt  ridiculous  modes,  and  apparently  by  the  mod  contempti- 
ble inftruments.  Every  thing  feems  out  of  nature  in  this  ftrange 
chaos  of  levity  and  ferocity,  and  of  all  forts  of  crimes 'jumbled  toge- 
ther with  all  forts  of  follies.  In  viewing  this  monftrous  tragi-comie 
fcene,  the  moft  oppofite  paffions  neceffarily  fucceed,  and  fometimes 
mix  with  each  other  in  the  mind;  alternate  contempt  and  indignation, 
alternate  laughter  and  tears,  alternate  fcoro  and  horror. 

c  It  cannot,  however,  be  denied,  that  to  fom'e  this  ftrange  fcene 
appeared  in  quite  another  point  of  view.  Into  them  it  infpired  no 
other  fentiments  than  thofe  of  exultation  and  rapture.  They  faw 
nothing  in  what  has  been  done  in  France  but  a  firm  and  temperate 
exertion  of  freedom  *  fo  confident,  on  the  whole,  with  morals  and 
with  piety,  as  to  make  it  deferving  not  only  of  the  fecular  applaufe  of 
clafluDg  Machiavelian  politicians,  but  to  render  it  a  fit  theme  for  all 
the  devout  effufions  of  facred  eloquence. 

*  On  the  forenoon  of  the  4th  of  November  laft,  Dr.  Richard 
Price,  a  non -conforming  minifter  of  eminence,  preached  at  the  dif~ 
ientiiig  meeting-houfe  of  the  Old  Jewry,  to  his  club  or  fociety,  a 
very  extraordinary  mifceilaneous  fermon,  In  which  there  are  fame 
good  moral  and  religious  fentiments,  and  not  ill  exprefTed,  mixed 
up  in  a  fort  of  porridge  of  various  political  opinions  and  reflections  : 
but  the  revolution  in  France  is  the  grand  ingredient  in  the  cauldron. 
1  confider  the  addrefs  tranfmitted  by  the  Revolution  Society  to  the 
National  Affembly,  through  Earl  Stanhope,  as  originating  in  the 
principles  of  the  fermon,  and  as  a  corollary  from  them.  It  was 
moved  by  the  preacher  of  that  difcourfe.  It  was  paired  by  thofe  who 
Came  reeking  from  the  effett  of  the  fermon,  without  any  cenfure  or 
qualification,  exprefled  or  implied.  If,  however,  any  of  the  gentle- 
men concerned  (hall  wifh  to  feparate  the  fermon  from  the  resolution, 
they  know  how  to  acknowledge  the  one,  and  to  difavow  the  other. 
They  may  do  it ;  I  cannot. 

J  '  For  my  parti  I  looked  on  that  fermon  as  the  public  declaration  of 
a  man  much  connected  with  literary  caballers  and  intriguing  philo- 
sophers ;  with  political  theologians,  and  theological  politicians,  both 
at  home  and  abroad.  I  know  they  fet  him  up  as  a  fort  of  oracle ; 
becaufe,  with  the  beft  intentions  in  the  world,  he  naturally  philippics 
and  chaunts  his  prophetic  fong  in  exac\  unifon  with  their  defignj*. 
*  *  That  fermon  is  in  a  drain  which  I  believe  has  not  been  heard  in 
this  kingdom,  in  any  of  the  pulpits  which  are  tolerated  or  encouraged 
in  it,  fince  the  year  1648,  when  a  predeceffor  of  Dr.  Price,  the  Retv 
Hugh  Peters,  made  the  yault  of  the  king's  own  chapel  at  St.  James's 
ring  with  the  honour  and  privilege  of  the  faints,  who,  wiA  the 
<  high  praifes  of  God  in  their  mouths,  and  a  tow-edgdd  fword  in 
their  hands,  were  to  execute  judgment  on  the  heathen,  and  pumfh- 
ments  upon  the  feopk ;  to  bind  their  kings  with  chains,  auk  their 
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ipifa  with  fetters  of  iron/  Few  harangues  fromtl^.pttlpitr  except 
xxk  tjie  (Jays  of  your  league  in  France,  or  in  the  days  of  <mt  foknm 
league  and  covenant  nv  England,  hare  ever  breathed  le&  of  the 
fpuit  pf  moderation  than  this  lecture  in  the  Old  Jewry-  .  Sup. 
"pofing,  however,  that  fomething  like  moderation  were  vifible  in  this 
political  ftrmon,  yet  politics  and  the  pulpit  are  terms  that  have  little 
agreement.  No  found  ought  to  be  heard  in  the  church  but  tbe  heal- 
ing voice  of  Christian  charity.  The  caufe  of  civil  liberty  and  civil 
government  gains  as  little  as  that  of  religion  by  this  cosfuftrii  «f  du- 
ties. Thofe  who  quit  their  proper  character  to  aflurae  what  doe* mot 
belong  to  them,  are,  for  the  greater  part,  ignorant  both  of  the  cha- 
racter they  leave,  and  of  the  character  they  afiume.  Wholly  unac- 
quainted4 with  the  world  in  which  they  are  fo  fond  of  meddling,  and 
inexperienced  in  all  its  affairs,  on  which  they  pronounce  with  (Jo 
much  confidence,  they  have  nothing  of  politics  but  the  paffioas  they 
excite.  Surely  the. church  is  a  place  where  one  day's  truce  ought  to 
^e  allowed  to  the  difieniions  and  animofities  of  mankind.' 

Mr.  Burke  proceeds  to  impugn  c  democratic  and  levelling 
•  principles'  in  church  and  ftate,  and  particularly  the  doctrine 
maintained  by  Dr.  Price  and  others,  that  the  people  of  England, 
by  the  principles  of  the  Revolution,  have  acquired  the  rights  of, 
I .  Choofing  their  own  governors ;  2.  Of  cashiering  them  fqr 
mifcondu£l;  3.  Of  framing  a  government  for  thetnfelves.  ■  in 
cppofitioo  to  this  c  new  and  unheard-of  bill  of  rights/  h^ftattfe 
his  owa  view  of  thfcEnglifli  Revolution,  and,  among  dttier  6fcl- 
femtions,  lays,  ,  *      - 

* *  A  ftate  without  the  means  of  fome  change  is  without  the  means  qf 
its  cohfervation.  Without  fuch  means  it  might  even  rifle  the  lo&.of 
that  part  of  the  conftitution  which  it  wifhed  the  mofl  religjoufly  jp 
preferve.  The  two  principles  of  confervation  and  corre&ion  operated 
ftrongty  at  the  two  critical  periods  of  the  Reftoration  and  Revolution, 
when  England  found  itfelf  without  a  king.  At  both  thqfe  periods 
the  nation  had  loft  the  bond  of  union  in  their  ancient  edifice  fi^hjey 
did  not,  however,  diflblve  the  whole  fabric.  On  the  contrary, ,;n 
both^afes  they  regenerated  the  deficient  part  of  the  old  conJUttttiop 
through  the  parts  which  were  not  impaired.  They  kept  thefe  old 
parts  exactly  as  they  were,  that  the  part  recovered  might  be  Anted 
to  thera.  They  afted  by  the  ancient  organifed.  Hates  in  the  fhapeiof 
their  old  organifation,  and  not  by  the  organic,  moUcula  of  a  difbajtded 
people.  At  no  time,  perhaps,  did  the  fovereign  legiflature  .manifrft 
a  more  tender  regard  to  that  fundamental  principle  of , British  cor$j- 
ttttional  policy  than  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  when  it  deviated 
froih  the  direct  line  of  hereditary  fucceflion.  The  crown  was  .carried 
ibmewhatout  of  the  line  in  which  it  had  before  moved;  but  the 
atew  lkie  was  derived  from  the  fame  ftock.  It  was  ftill  a  line  ofTkf- 
.  redteary  defcent  j  ftili  an  hereditary  defcent  in  the  fame  blood,  though 
an  hereditary  defcent  qualified  with  proteftantifm.  When  the  lejJ^T- 
latur^e  altered  the  direction,  but  kept  the  principle,  they  dewed  Ibat 
$hey  held  it  inviolable.  ■    •  v  ;>k* 
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«  The  $Mit}e»eii  of  the  Society  for  Revolutions  fee  nothing  in  that 
o£  168&  but  the  deviation  from  the  conltttutlon;  and  they  take  due 
deviation  from  the  principle  for  the  principle.  They  have  little  re- 
gard to  the  obvious  cohfequences  of  their  do&rine,  though  they  niuft 
lee  that  it  leaves  poinive  authority  in  very  few  of  the  poikive  mftitu- 
tions  of  .this  country.  When  fnch  an  unwarrantable  maxim  h  once 
e&ablimed,  that  no  throne  it  lawful  but  the  elective,  no  one  acVof 
the  ririnces  who  preceded  their  era  of  fictitious  election  can  b6  valid. 
Do 'thefe  theories  mean  to  imitate  feme  of  their  predeceifors,  who 
diagged  the  bodies  of  pur  ancient  fcvereigns  out  of  the  quiet  of  their 
tombs*?  Do  they  mean  to  attaint  and  difable  backwards  air  the 
kings  that  have  reigned  before  the  Revolution,  and  confequently  to 
(bin,  the  throne  of  England  with  the  blot  of  a  continual  ufurpation  ? 
Dothey  mean -co  invalidate,  annul,  or  to  call  into  qoeftion,  toge- 
ther with  the  titles  of  the  whole  line  of  our  kings,  that  great  body 
of  j0»t  ftatute  law  which  paffed  under  thofe  whom  they  treat  as 
'  ufurpers  ?  to  annul  laws  of  ineilimable  value  to  our  liberties — of  as 
great  value  at  leaft  as  any  which  have  patted  at  or  ftnee  the  period  of 
the  Revolution?  if  kings,  who  did  not  owe  their  crown  to  ihc 
choice  of  their  people,  had  no  title  to  make  laws,  what5  will  become 
©f  the1  ftatate  de  tallagio  non  concedendo  ? — of  the  petition  of  right? — of 
the  aft  of  habeas  corptts  f  Do  thefe  new  doctors  of  the  rights  of  men 
jptefumfe  toaffeit  that  King  James  the  Second,  who  came  td  the 
crown  as  next  of  blood,  according  to  the  rales  of  a  then  unqualified 
ijjeceffian,  was  not  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  a  lawful  king  of  Eng- 
land, before  he  had  done  any  of  thoie  acls  whicfo  were  juftly  conftrucd 
into  an  abdication  of  his  crown  ?  Jf  he  was  not,  much  trouble  in;  par- 
liament might  have  been  faved  at  the  period,  thefe  gentlemen  com-* 
jhemorate.  But  King  James  was  a  bad  king  with  a  good,titler  and 
not  an  ufurper.  The  princes  who  fucceeded  according  tp  the  aft, of 
parliament  which  fettled  the  crown  on  the  Ele&refs  Sophia  and  on  her 
descendants,  being  proteftants,  came  in  as  much  by  a  title  pf  inhe- 
ritance as  King  James  did.  He  came  in  according  to  the  law,  as  it 
flood  at  his  acceflion  to  the  crown;  and  the  princes  of  the  ho.ufe 
of  Brunfwick  came  to  the  inheritance  of  the  crown,  not  by  election, 
But  by  the  law,  as  it  flood  at  their  feveral  acceflions  of  proteftant  tie- 
fcent  and  inheritance,  as  1  hope  I  have  fhewn  fufficiently/ 

The  c  organic  rmleculaj  in -this  extract,  allude  to  the  fyftem 

i of  Generation^  or,  more  generally,  of  Reproduftion  and  Divdope- 
trlentj  of  the  late  Count  ue  Buffon  ;  and  is  one  of  the  innumer-* 

'able  inftances  in  which  Mr.  Burke  moft  happily  enriches  his 
ffyle,  and  interefts  and  arnufes  his  learned  readers,  by  allufions 
to  literature  and  philofophy.  From  Magna  Charta,  he  vbfcrves, 
to  the  Declaration  of  Rights,  it  has.  been  the  uniform  policy  of 
our  conftitution  to  claim  and  af&rt  our  liberties,  as  an  etiUiikd 

t  inheritance  derived  to  us  from  our  forefotherfs,  and  to  be  traof- 
jt&itted  to  our  poftexity  i  as  an  eftaie  ipecially  belonging  «*  the 

,*,  people  of  thu  Kingdom,  witoout  any  reference  whatever  to  any 

*  other  more  general  or  prior  right.  By  this  riieans/  he  obferve^, 

r  4  our 
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«  our  confutation  preferves  an  unity  in  fo  great  a  diversity  of  its 

•  parts.     Wc  have  an  inheritable  crown,  an  inheritable  peer* 
c  age,  and  an  Houfe  of  Commons  and  a  people  inheriting  pri- 

*  vileges,  franchifes,  and  liberties,  from  a  long  line  of  anceftors/ 

♦  This  policy  appears  to  me  to  be  the  refult  of  profound  reftedioo* 
or  rather  the  happy  eflfeft  of  following  natare,  which  is  wifdom  with* 
out  reflection,  and  above  it.  A  fpirit  of  innovation  is  generally  the 
ttfuk  of  a  felfifh  temper  and  confined  views.  People,  will  net  loofc 
forward  to  pofterity,  who  never  look  backward  to  their  anceftors* 
Befides,  the  people  of  England  well  know  that  the  idea  of  inheritance 
furnimes  a  fore  principle  of  confervation,  and  a  fore  principle  of  traof- 
miffion ;  without  at  all  excluding  a  principle  of  improvement,  it 
leaves  acquifition  free ;  but  it  fecures  what  it  acquires.  Whatever 
advantages  are  obtained  by  a  ftate  proceeding  on  thefe'maxims,  are 
locked  faft  as  in  a  fort  of  fkmily  fettlement ;  gralped  as  in  a  kind  of 
mortmain  for' ever.  By  a  conftitutional  policy,  working  after  tht 
pattern  of  nature,  we  receive,  we  hold,  we  tranfmit  our  government 
and  our  privileges  in  the  fame  manner  in  which  we  enjoy  and  tra*f* 
init  our  property  and  our  lives.  The  institutions  of  policy,  the  goods 
of  fortune,  the  gifts  of  Providence,  are  handed  down,  to  us  and  from 
us,  in  the  fame  courfe  and  order.  Our  political  fyftem  is  placed  in  a 
juft  eowefpondence  and  fymmetry  with  the  order  of  the  world,  and 
with  the  mode  of  exiftence  decreed  to  a  permanent  body  compofed 
of  tranfitory  parts;  wherein,  by  the  difpofition  of  a  ftupendous 
wifdom,  moulding  together  the  great  myfterious  incorporation  of  the 
Jiuman  race,  the  whole,  at  one  time,  is  never  old,  Or  middle-aged, 
or  young,  but  in  a  condition  of  unchangeable  conftancy,  moves  on 
through  the  varied  tenour  of  perpetual  decay,  fall,  renovation^  and 
progreffion.  Thus,  by  preferring  the  method  of  nature  in  thtf  con* 
du6fc  of  the  ftate,  in  what  wc  improve  we  are  never  wholly  newt  in 
what  we  retain  we  are  never  wholly  obfolete.  By  adhering  in  this 
manner,  and  on  thofe  principles,  to  our  forefathers,  we  are  guided 
not  by  the  fupetftition  of  antiquarians,  but  by  the  fpirit  of  philofophic 
analogy>  in  this  choice  of  inheritance  we  have  given  to  our  frame 
of  polity  the' image  of  a  relation  in  blood  ;  binding  up  the  constitu- 
tion of  our  country  with  our  deareft  domeftic  ties ;  adopting  our  fun- 
damental laws  into  the  bofom  of  our  family  affections ;  keeping  ii- 
feparable,  and  cherifhing  with  the  warmth  of  all  their  combined  and 
mutually  refie'dted  charities,  our  ftate,  our  hearths,  our  fepulchres, 
and  our  altars. 

*  Through  the  fame  plan  of  a  conformity  to  nature  in  our  artificial 
ihftitutions\  and  by  calling  in  the  aid  of  her  unerring  and  powerful 
ioftia&s  to  fortify  the  fallible  and  feeble  contrivances  of  our  rcafon, 
we  have  derived  feveral  others  and  thofe  no  fmall  benefits*  from  oon* 
fidering  our  liberties  in  the  light  of  an  inheritance.  Always  a&ing 
as  if  in  the  prefence  of  canonifed  forefathers,  the  fpirk  of  freedom, 
leading  jn  itfelf- to  mifrule  and  excefs,  is  tempered  with  an  awful 
gravity-  This  idea  of  a  liberal  defcent  infpires  us  with,  a  fenfe  of 
habitual  native  dignity,  whieh  prevents  that  upftart  infolence  almoft 
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itttvhtbly  adhering  to  and  difgracing  thofe  who  are  tie  §rft  ac- 

2 Hirers  of  any  diftmclion.  By  this  means  our  liberty  becomes  a  noble 
eedom.  It  carries  an  impofing  and  majeftic  afped ;  it  has  a  pe- 
digree and  illuftrating  anceftors ;  it  has  its  bearings  and  its  enfignt 
armorial ;  it  has  its  gallery  of  portraits;  its  monumental  inscriptions ; 
its  records>>  evidences,  and  tides.  We  -procure  reverence  to  our  civil 
inftitutions  on  the  principle  upon  which  nature  teaches  us  to  rever$ 
individual  men ;  on  account  of  their  age,  and  on  account  of  thofe 
from  whom  they  are  defcended.  All  your  fophifters  cannot  produce 
any  thing  better  adapted  to  preferve  a  rational  and  manly  freedom  than 
the  courfe  that  we  have«pwrfued,  who  have-  chofen  our  nature  rather 
than  our  fpecuiations,  our  breads  rather  than  our  inventions,  for  the 
great  confexvatories  and  magazines  of  our  rights  and  privileges/  / 

Mr*  Burke,. having  thus  vindicated  the  real  character  and  na- 
ture of  the  Englifh  conftitution  from  the  miftaken  views  of 
Dr.  Price,  and  other  aflertors  of  the  natural  rights  and  equality 
of  men,  fhews  how  much  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Frencij 
nation  to  have  profited  by  our  example.  But  «  France,'  h$ 
fays,  l  by  following  falfe  lights,  has  bought  undifguifed  calamiT 
ties  at  a  higher  price  than  any  nation  has  purchafed  the  moft 
unequivocal  bleffings.  France,'  he  fays,  *  has  not  facrificed 
her  virtue  to  her  intereft,  but  flie  has  abandoned  her  intereft 
that  fhe  might  proftitute  her  virtue.  All  other  nations  have 
begun  the  fabric  of  a  new  government,  or  the  reformation  of 
an  old,  by  eftablifhing  originally,  or  enforcing  with  greater 
exa£fcnefs,  fome  rites  or  other  of  religion.  All  other  people 
have  laid  the  foundations  of  civil  freedom  in  feverer  manners, 
and  a  fyftem  of  a  more  auftere  and  mafculine  morality.  France, 
when  me  let  loofe  the  reins  of  regal  authority,  doubled  the  li- 
cence, of  a  ferocious  diflblutenefs  in  manners,  and  of  an  in- 
folent  irreligion  in  opinions  a«d  practices.  The  National 
Affembly  have  found  their  punifliment  in  their  fuccefs.  Laws 
overturned ;  tribunals  fubverted ;  induftry  without  vigour ; 
commerce  expiring ;  the  revenue  unpaid,  yet  the  people  im- 
poveriflied ;  a  church  pillaged,  and  a  ftate  not  relieved  ;  civil 
and  military  anarchy  made  the  conftitution  of  the  kingdom,' 
&c»  &c. — Were  all  thefe  dreadful  things  neceflafy  ?  were  they 
the  inevitable  refults  of  the  defperate  druggie  of  determined 
patriots,  compelled  to  wade  through  blood  and  tumult  to  the 
quiet  more  of  a  profperous  and  tranqyil  liberty  ?     No !  ^nothing 

*  like  it. — The  French  have  rebelled  againft  a  mild  and  lawful 
c  monarch  with  more  fury,  outrage,  and  infult,  than  ever  any 

*  people  has  been  known  to  rife  againft  the  moft  illegal  ufurper, 

*  or  the  moft  fanguinary  tyrant.     Their  refiftance  was  made  to 

*  conceflion  r  their  revolt  was  from  protection  ;  their  blow  was 
c  aimed  at  an  hand  holding  out  graces,  favourSj  and  irhmu* 

*  nities. 

<  This 
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4  This  unforced  choice,  this  fot\d  election  of  evfl,  would  ap-" 
c  pearpErfecHy  ulaceountable,  if  we  did  not  confider  the,cpm~ 
c '^bfition  of  the  National  Aflembly — an  aflembly  c^wpo£d> 
c  -ffcrt  of  diftlnguilbed  magiftrates,  who  had  given  pledges  to 

*  ifteff  country  of  their  fenfe,  .prudence^  and  integrity;  not  of 
4  leadftig  advocates,  the  glory  of  the  bars  not  of  reno \vned 
4  profefiors  in  univerfities  j — but,  for  the  far  greater  part,  as  it 

*  muft  in  fuch  a  number  of  the  inferior,  unlearned,  mechanicals 

*  merely  inftrumental  members  of  the  profeifcon,  Thejrc  w$f& 
4  diftinguifhed  exceptions ;  but  the  general  compoiitioo  wftfrof 
c  cttcure  provincial  advocates,  of  ftewards  of  petty  local  juriA- 

*  diclions,  country  attornies,  notaries^  and  the  whole  train  of 
4  the  minifters  of  municipal  litigation,  the  tormentors  and  con- 
4  dudors  of  the  petty  war  of  village  vexation.— Who  could 
4  doubt  but  that,  at  any  expence  to  the  ftate,  of  which  they 

*  underftood  nothing,  they  muft  purfue  their  private  interefts, 
c  which  they  underftood  but  too  well  ?     They  muft  join  (if 

*  their  capacity  did  not  permit  them  to  lead)  in  anvprojeii  which 

*  could  procure  to  them  a  litigious  conftitution.  lo  the  faculty 
c  of  the  law,  in  the  compofition  of  the  Tiers  EM,  was  joined  a 

*  pretty  confiderable  proportion  of  that  of  medicine,  not  fo  much 
c  efteemed  in  France;  and  therefore  (as  men  judge  very  krnzh 

4  of  themfelves,  and  have  a  tendency,  in  reality  become  yrhat  . 
4  they  are  judged  to  be  by  other^),  in  faft,  on  the  Whole1,  not  to' 
4  eftimate  as  in  England $  and  dealers  in  ftocks  and  funds,  whd 

*  muft  be  eager,  at  any  expence,  to  change  their  ideal  pape? 

*  wealth  for  the  more  folid  fubftance  of  land/— Having  ^con- 
fidered  the  compofition  of  the  third  eftate,  and  contrafted  it'witK 
the  admirable  conftitution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  En- 
gland, he  takes  a  view  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  clergy,  'con-^' 

*  fitting,  in  a  great  meafure,  of  country  curates ;  men  who  liad 
c  never  feen  the  ftate  fo  much  as  in  a  picture'  [the  author 
meanp,  we  prefume,  a  written  account  or  delineation  of  it  J. l 

*  Nor  could  they  be  well  fuppofed  to  be  the  moft  confcienrious 
c  of. their  kind,  who,  prefuming  upon  their  incompetent  undef- 
c  ftanding,  could  intrigue  for  a  truft  which  led  them  from  their 
4  natural  relation  to  their  flocks,  and  their  natural  fphcres  of 
4  action,  to  undertake  th6  regeneration  of  kingdoms.  TM£ 
4  preponderating  weight/  according  to  our  author, l  being  added 
4  to  the  force,  of  the  bod jr  chicane  in  the  Tiers  Etat,  completed 
4  that  momentum  of  ignorance,  raftinefs,  prefumptton,  and^ldft 

of  plunder,  which  nothing  has  been  able  to  *refift.     TWey* 
[the  National  Aflembly  thus  compofed]  c  are  by  no  means  ife- 
4  quate  reprefentatives  of  the  nation  or  ftate  of  France.    Tf&y 
4  loa^  th^- edifice  of  fociety  by  fetting  up  in  the  air  what  the  ffc^ 
4  lidity  of  #i*  ftru&ure  requires  to  be  on  the  ground/  +     l ''-'-'-"' 
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Having  thus  (hewn,  or  endeavoured  to  ftew  [for  on  this 
point  We  do  not  nov/decide],  that  the  compofitiori  or  coniUturiik 
or*  tfte  National  Affembly  was  unneceffary,  arid  is  unfeU-and^n.. 
juft,  he  affirms,  that  4  when  the  National  Affembly  ha§  c<W- 
*  'pletefd  its  work,  it  will  have  accompli&ed  its  ruin/    Tbefe 
commonwealths,  he  thinks,  will  not  lorig'bear  a  ftate  of  <L&. 
je&iontto  the  republic  of  Paris.     They  will  not  bear  that  this 
fingle  body  fhould  monopotife  the  captivity  of  the  king,  and  the 
dominion  over  the  affembly  calling  itfelf  National.     His  reafcns 
for  ertterf aining  this  opinion  he  proceeds  to  give  at  very  coqr 
fuferable  length,  without,  however,  producing  either  tedium  or 
ennui  in  the  reader;  for  he  keeps  ftill  on  wing,  through  all  the 
inequalities  of  the  region  over  which  he  holds  his  courfe,  and* 
by  the  animation  of  his  eloquence,  fupports  an  uniform  interefl: 
and  attention.  *  * 

[  To  be  continued.  ] 


>F  O  R  B  IG  N      LITERATURE.* 

Alhrv  XIII.     Element  de  Mythologies  &V,  ** 

Art^II.     Ehments  of  Mythology;  with  an  Amlyfts  of the  Poems 
of  Qvidy  Homer y  and  Virgily  together  with  an  allegorical  Ex- 
planation of  them;  intended [for  the  U/e  of  young  People  of  hofb 
Sexes.     By  Hugou  de  Bafjville^  Member  tf  fever al  Academies. 
I2mo,     Geneva,  1789.  : 

A  Knowledge  of  ancient  mythology  is  fo  neoeffary  for  thofr 
who  ftudy  the  Greek  and  Latin  daffies,  and-  particularly 
/the  poets,  that  unlefs  young  people  are  prevbuffy  ma'de  ac- 
quainted with  this  part  of  literature,  they  will  derive  very  littfe 
pleafure:  or  advantage  from  their  reading.  A  number  of  works 
have,  indeed,  been  written  on  this  fubje& ;  but  there  is  ftill  room 
for  improvement ;  and  though  the  one  now  before  us  is  far 
from  being  fo  complete  as  we  could  wifli,  it  may  form  a  very 
proper  introduction  for  the  ufe  of  fchools,  and  other  feminariea  of 
learning ;  as  it  contains  a  concife  account,  feie&ed  from  the  beft 
author^  of  the  principal  deities  worfhipped  by  the  heathens,,  to-' 
getter  with  an  explanation  of  the  moft  remarkable  fables' to  be  * 
found  in  rthe  work,?  of  Homer,  Virgil,  and  Ovid.  The  brevity 
of  fome  qf  the  articles  may  be  conSdcred  as  a'fiult  \  that1^- 
fye£rJn|  Juno  i?  confined  to  the  fhort  fpace  of  ten  lines;  but 'rt? 
fliould^  remembered, .  that  book*  written  profeflfcdiy  for  tW  irK 
fti-uaion  of  youth  ought  to  be  of  foch  a  nature  *afel  ilefther  to 
buro|ft  th«  memory,  nor  fatigue  the  attention,  by  Jong  and 

tedious 
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tedious  diflertations.  When  pupils  have  once  caught  the  4ot~ 
lines,  the  pi&ure  may  be  finifhed  by  afterwards  putting  into  thmr 
hands  treatifes  more  voluminous  and  fcientrfic  As  a  fpecimen 
of  the  author's  manner  and  execution,  we  fhall  extrad  his  ac- 
count of  the  Pinatesy  or  Larts>  and  of  fome  other  of  the  heathen 
deities : 

4  The  word  Lares  was  one  of  thofe  which  the  Latins  received 
from  the  moll  remote  antiquity,  and  of  which  the  fignification 
xfcad  been  loft.  The  Romans  were  indebted  for  it  to  the  Etruf- 
cans,  who  gave  this  title  to  their  princes ;  afterwards  it  became 
the  proper  name  of  thofe  deities  who  were  confidered  as  the  pro* 
teftors  of  houfes,  walls,  and  cities. 

c  Their  feftival  was  celebrated,  in  the  month  of  May;  and 
4heir  ftatues  were  a,  kind  of  grotefque  figures,  generally  placed 
in  niches,  and  clothed  with  the  fkin  of  a  dog.  Before  them, 
and  at  the  diftance  of  two  feet  from  the  ground,  ftood  a  fmall 
altar,  with  a  hole  in  the  top  of  the  fize  of  one's  hand,  in  which 
was  put  a  burning  coal.  On  one  fide  was  a  ftone  figure  repr«- 
fenting  a  dog  barking.  On  the  day  of  their  feftival,  thefe  gods 
were  crowned  with  leaves,  and  their  votaries  covered  them  with 
jvax,  that  they  might  write  on  it  their  vows  which  they  addreffed 
to  them. 

4  The  worfhip  of  thefe  deities  was  undoubtedly  brought  from 
the  Eaft,  at  a  very  early  period ;  for  they  were  precrfely  the 
feme  as  Gemini,  or  Diofcourci,  reprefented  in  Egypt  and  Phemcia 
under  grotefque  figures,  and  placed  in  the  entrance  of  houfes  and 
temples,  one  on  each  fide  of  the  door,  and  having  each  a  mafk 
like  the  head  of  a  dog.' 

The  author's  account  of  fome  other  gods,  who  were  objeSs 
xcf  adoration  among  the  Greeks  and  the  Romans,  is  as  follows ; 

4  The  Romans,  who  adopted  almoft  all  the  gods  of  other  na- 
tions, in  proportion  as  they  were  fubjefted  to  their  .empire, 
reared  temples  alfo  to  a  number  of  allegorical  divinities,  fuch 
as  Happinefs,  Hope,  Eternity,  Piety,  Mercy,  Truth,  Concord, 
JPeace,  Faith,  Liberty,  Opportunity  (known  to  the  Greeks  under 
tile  name  of  Ca?rusy  the  youngeft  of  the  fons  of  Jupiter),  Pro- 
vidence, Safety,  Perfuafion  (which  the  Greeks  called  Pytbo9  and 
which  had  a  temple,  but  without  a  ftatue  at  Sycion),  Clemency, 
Fecundity,  and  Fame,  which  had  a  fuperb  temple  at  Athens. 

c  Vices,  evil  beings,  ftorms,  fevers,  and  diicord,  had  alfo  each 
their  peculiar  worfhip. 

4  Camus  was  revered  by  the  Greeks  and  the  Romans  as  the 
£od  of  good  cheer*  He  was  the  companion  of  Mpmus,  the 
fan  qf  Sleep  and  Night,  the  god  of  wit  and  raillery. 

*  Efculapius,  the  god  of  phyfic,  the  fon  of  AppJJo,  arid ,q£ the 
liymph  Coronis,  was  educated  under  the  ceiuaur.  Chii^^ho 

made 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


Foreign  Memoir t.  j$3 

made  him  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  plants.  In  the  year 
462  after-  the  foundation  of  Rome,  this  city  being  afflicted  with 
the  plague,  the  books  of  the  Sybils  declared  that  no  remedy  could 
be  expelled  unlefs  the  god  of  Epidauria  was  brought  from  Greece* , 
On  this  account  embafladors  were  difpatched  to  that  country, 
who  carried  with  them  a  ferpent,  honoured  by  the  Epidaurians 
as  Efculapius. 

'  There  were  feveral  deities  of  this  name,  the  moft  famous 
*>f  which  was  the  one  already  mentioned.  He  was  often  repre- 
fented  under  the  figure  of  a  ferpent,  and  fometimes  under  that 
of  a  man,  holding  in  his  hand  a  club,  with  a  fnake  twifted 
round  it. 

4  Hygeia  his  daughter  was  honoured  by  the  Greeks  as  the 
goddefs  of  health  -,  fhe  is  crowned  with  laurel,  and  holds,  in  her 
right  hand,  a  club,  or  rather  fceptre,  which  announces  that  fhe 
is  the  -queen  of  phyfic.  On  her  bofom  is  a  dragon,  which, 
after  twifting  itfelf  into  feveral  folds,  ftretches  out  its  head  to 
drink  from  a  cup  that  fhe  holds  in  her  hand. 

c  Harpocrates,  the  god  of  filence,  was  the  fon  of  Iris  and 
Ofiris.  He  is  painted  with  his  finger  on  his  mouth,  fometimes 
under  the  figure  of  a  young  man,  who  in  one  hand  holds  a  cornu- 
■topia^  and  in  the  other  a  flower  of  the  lotus,  or  lote-tree.' 

Our  readers  will  fee,  by  thefe  extracts,  that  this  work  cor- 
relponds  with  the  modeft  title  which  the  author  gives  it ;  and     v 
that  it  contains  merely  the  elements  of  mythology  reduced  into 
as  narrow  a  compafs  as  poflible., .      ' 

1— : ' — '  — rn;  .'  .'  '    -  '  '     "    * 

Art.  XIV.  Memoire  on  the  bejl  Method  of  dying  Cloths  and  Stuffs 
with  red  Sandal  Wood.  By  M.  Vogter.  \  Extracted  from  CrtlT'i 
Chemical  Annals  for  1 790.  >y  y   . 

TH  E  method  purfued  by  dyer$y  when  they  ufe  Sandal  wood, 
is  far  from  being  advantageous*  rI*hey  generally  employ  an 
aqueous  menftruum  to  extract  the  colouring  matter,  which  never 
thoroughly  produces  the  defired  effect ; ;  and,  orj  this  account,  it 
is  impofiible  that  fluffs,  by  this  procefs,*  can  acquire  the  proper 
colour.  Among  a  great  number  of  experiments  which  I  made  on 
this  vegetable  fubftance,  called  by  botanifts  Hero-carpus  Santalinus9 
the  following  fucceeded  beft,  and  were  repeated  at  leaft  ten  times* 

Fir  ft  Experiment* 

I  took  Tome  pieces  of  filk,  linen,  cotton,  and  woollen  cloth, 

and  having  fufFered  them  to  digeft  for  the  fpace  of  fix  hours,  in  a 

fokitjon  of  tin  by  nitrous  acid,  tempered  with  three  parts  of 

water,'  warned  them  three  different  times  In  diftilled  water,  af- 

.  forwards  hung  them  up  to  dry,  and  then  forked  the  half  fcf  each, 

4  for 
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foranliotir,  in  the  cold  fpirituous  liquor  defcribetl  in  the  fbrtlr 
experiment.  The  other  half  I  digefted  in  the  tin&ure  of  Sandal 
wood  mixed  with  water,  mentioned  in  the  feventh  experiment, 
which  I  caufed  to  boil  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  I  then  wrung 
thefe  pieces  of  fluff,  and,  having  dried  them  in  the  lhade,  I  found 
that  they  had  acquired  a  very  lively  red  colour. 

Second  Experiment. 

I  took  two  grains  of  alum,  which  I  diflblvci  in  two  ounces, 
of  water,  and,  while  the  folution  was  ftill  warm,  I  digefted  in  it, 
for  twelve. hours,  fome  pieces  of  linen,  filk,  cotton,  and  wooikn 
cloth ;  after  which  I  wafhed  them,  at  three  different  times,  in 
diftilled  water,  then  wrung  them,  and  dried  them  in  the  fhade 
as  before.  I  then  took  a  half  of  each  of  thefe  pieces  of  fluff,  and 
fuffered  them  to  digeft  for  an  hour  in  the  fpirituous  tin&ure 
.  mentioned  in  the  fixth  experiment ;  and  the  other  half  in  the 
aqueous  tin&ure  mentioned  in  the  feventh  experiment,  which  I 
'boiled  for  half  an  hour.  Thefe  fluffs  being  then  wrung,  and 
dried  in  the  fhade,  appeared  to  be  of  *a  moft  beautiful  and  bril- 
liant fcarlet  colour. 

.     Third  Experiment. 

In  a  diffolution  of  three  grains  of  vitriol  of  copper  in  twelve 
ounces  of  water,  I  foalced  for  twelve  hours  fome  pieces  of  thefe 
different  fluffs,  and  having  wrung  and  dried  them  as  above,  !I 
took  the  half  of  each,,  and  fuffered  them  to  digeft  for  an  hour  ih 
the  fpirituous  liquor  mentioned  in  the  fixth  experiment ;  and  the 
other  half  in  the  aqueous  liquor  mentioned  in  the  feventh  expe- 
riment. Haying  then  made  them  go  through  the  fame  operations 
as  before,  they  appeared  to  be  of  a  moft  beautiful  crimfon. 

Fourth  Experiment. 
Having  digefted  the  fame  fluffs,  for  twelve  hours,  in  a  difiolu- 
tion  made  with  three  grains  of  white  vitriol,  in  twelve  ounces 
©f  water,  and  having  treated  them  a*  above,  I  found  that  they 
had  acquired  a  deep  crimfon  colour. 

Fifth  Experiment. 
I  diffolved  three  grains  of  martial  vitriol  in  twelve  ounces  of 
watery  and  having  repeited  the  fame,  experiments*  00  the  like 
kind  of  fluffs,  I  found  that  tbey  acquired  a  beautiful  dejep  violet 
colour,  and  fometimes  a  dark  red.  The  dyes  .in  which  thefe  Huffs 
were  digefted  are  prepared  in  the  following  manner  : 

Sixth  Experiment. 
Take  four  grains  of  red  Sandal  wood,  reduced  to  an  impal* 
gable  powder  5  digeft  it  ih  twelve  ounces  of  aqua  vit#,  and  ex- 
,pofc  it  to  a  gentle  heat.    In  the  fpace  of  fortyleight  hours  it  will 

'         *'  be 
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be  found  that  the  4110  t*7*  has  extra&edall  the  colour  Jijg  part  <jf 
the  Sandal  wood ;  but,  while  it  is  digefting,  care  muft  be  taken* 
from  time  to  time,  to  ihake  the  velfcl  which  cohtains  it.  The 
dje  prepared  in  tKis  manner,  may  be  employed,  when  cold,  to> 
dye  Ms,  even  without  being  filtered  j  for  the  ftuffs  digefted  in- 
it  for  an  hour  or  two,  will  be  found  to  have  extra&ed  all  the 
colouring  matter.  This  dy?  does  not  lofe  its  quality  of  dying, 
though  kept  for  a  confideraHe  lertgth  of  time.  If  it  fliould 
kqppoo  that-it  has  depefed  its  colouring  part,  or  (hat  it  has  been 
deprired  of  it  by  putting  cloth  in  it,  .a  frefh  quantity  of  the.  p6w^ 
der  of  Sandal  wood  may  then  be  added. 

Seventh  'Experiment. 

Having  tempered  the  fpirijucrtis  tiri&ufe  ctf"  Saridal  wooJ  with 
fix  or  tea  times  the  fame  quantity  of  water,  this  addition  of 
water  did  not  prevent  theeflfe<ft  of  the  dye*j  anclijy  thefe  means 
I  obtained  the  aqueous  liquor,  in  which  I  aJmoft  boiled  all  the  be- 
fore-mentioned pieces  of  fluff,  previoufly  foaked.  The  pieces  of 
linen  and  cotton  cloth,  "Which  had  been  foaked  and  fteeped  in 
glue  water,  acquired  immediately  a  folid  and  left  ing.  colour.   . , 

Stuffs  or  cloth  muft  not  be  digefted  longer  than  forty-eigrit 
hours  in  the  fpirituous  liquor  above  mentioned ;  and  the  liquor 
muft  be  ufed  quite  frelh.  It  appears  that  aqua  w7#  extracts* 
fellow-colouring  matter  from  red  Sandal  wood.  When  theft 
ftuffs  are  boiled  in  the  aqueous  tin&ure  it  will  not  be  neceflarj 
firft  to  feparate  it  from  the  powder  of  the  &mmW  wctod;  and  it 
will  likewife  be  needlefs  to  warn  die  ftuffs,  becaufe>  IriieA  they 
are  dry,  the  powder  may  eafily  he  removed  by  riftbm£  them. 
It  may  not  be  improper  to  mention  that  I  obferved  mat  as  loon; 
m  thefe  ftuffs  were  taken  from  the  liquor,  and  fqueefced  bt 
wrung,  digefting  them  for  fome  minutes  m  a  cold  folution, 
cf  tWelve  ounces  of  water,  four  grains  of  marine  lijt,  and 
two  grains  of  alum,  was  of  the  utmoft  (ervice  tp  them. 
Great  care  muft  be  taken  to  wafh  them  in  cold  water  after  they 
have  undergone  the  operation  of  digefting  in  the  manner  laft 
mentioned.  The  colour  this  way  becomes  more  folid  and  durable* 
In  fliort,  woollen,  cotton,  linen,  and  filk,  dved  after  this  method, 
wonderfully  refift  the  action  of  every  kind  of  iye^  whether 
foapy,  alkaline,  or1  wen  acid  *  tat  in  the  open  aiTj  and  expofed 
to  the  fim,  linen  and  cotton  art  fabjc&  tm  lofe  a  little  of  their 
$lenddr. 

According  to  my  observations,  water  alone  and  lyes  are  tmt 
fufficient  to  extract  all  the  colouring  matter  of  red  Sandal  wood; 
and  ftuffs  dyed  in  (uch  decoctions  acquire  but  a  pale  colour, 
iWffth  foon  fades. '  Spirit  of  wine  is  die  only  liquid,  hkherto 
found,  that  is  capable  of  extracting  thoroughly  the  ookwa-iag.  ' 
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yort  of  84nda!  wo6d,  and  of  communicating  it  afterwards  t# 
ijifferent  fubftances. 

The  procefe  here  described  is  indeed  attended  with  confider- 
ablc  expence*  but  thofe  Wfto  employ  it  will  be  amply  compen- 
feted  by  tfee  fuperb  colour  which  it  will  give  to  various  objeds. 
Sandal  wood  reduced  to  a  fine  powder  is  preferable  to  that  which 
i*  only  brtiifed  or  pounded. 

In  prder  \o  be  certain  that  the  Sandal  wood  is  not  adulterated, 
it  will  be  belt  for  thofe  who  life  it  to  buy  it  whole,  apd  tQ  reduce 
it  to  ppwcjei  thernfdves. 

ii  ,■'  '"'';'.'  "  "'," ' 

MONTHLY      CATALOGUE 

For     NOVEMBER     1790. 

MISCELLANEOUS* 

A*T.  15.     Travels  in  various  Parts  of  Europe  Afia,  m4  Jlfiic*,    By 
John  MacdonaU.    8vo.  58.     Forbes.    London,  1790. 

THESt  Travels,  or,  a*  they  might  mate  property  be  caEed, 
Memoirs .  are  the  production  of  a  man  who  acted  in  n©  higher 
a  line  than  a  iervant,  and  who  had  opportunities  of  attending  his 
mafbxrs  in  d*  dilfc  rent  countries  of  which  he  gives  an  account.  The 
performance  has  one  xnerit  which,  if  true,  feldorn  belong*  to  <$ffilar 
works,  that  of  being  genuine.     The  plainnet  of  the  ftyk,  ;a#4  the 

¥tlefs  and  undifauifed  Jimplicity  of  the  manner,  feem  to  pgoige^thii. 
hough  many  of  the  circ um  (lances  in  thefe  Travels  might  appear 
too  trjiwg  fpf  *he  public  eye,  yet  the  author  is  always  interfiling 
t>ecauie  he  is  natural ;  nor  does  he  become  lefs  amiable  by  betray- 
ing all  the  little  foibles  and  vanity  incident  to  hu  fituajiop.,,  fer- 
hkps'ftme'  information  may  be  gleaned  from  his  account  of  things^ 
particularly  the  manner  of  living  in  the  Eaft  Indies.  His  remarks 
are  free  rrom  all  affectation  :  he  reprefents  every  thing  in  tjie  Jjght  in 
which  he  faw  it.  Upon,  the  whole,  the  work,  as  the  production  of  a 
tnan  moving  in  an  inferior  fphere.of  life,  does  not  want  morit,  and 
will  be  reap  with  pleafure  by  thofe  who  love  to  contemplate  .nature 
4ivefted  of  all  the  trappings  of  education  and  learning.  •  -j  , 

Art.  16.     The  Denial ;  or,  ¥kt  Hafpy  Retreat*    A  Novel."  S)  tlft 
Rev.  James  Tbomfon.     i2mo.  3  vo.ls.  jos.  od.    Sewel.    London, 

In  the  compofition  of  novels,  more  perhaps  than  in  any  Jpeties 
of  human  production,  the  found  obfervatfon  of  gcwdXing  ^olomon 
i^V^ail)^  verified,  there  is  nothing  new' under  the  Juiu  "j^  wjiile  all 
{fee  modes  of  exigence,  atf  tjie  wa%s  of  life,  and  *U,$Se  *$»'tin- 
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jencies  of  fortune,  exhibit  the  fame  whimficai  matures  *  ;flh$ftik 
thfk.hourupon  the  ftage/  wader  the  inftoenfce  of  the  fehft  ftfeAng^ 
cvqr/ .dcrcriptipn  of  the  fame  fceaes  long  be  valuable  in  propotlfiili 
a^^pproxunates^to  nature  and  truth,  iTiw  reawkt  far  from-de- 
predating  the  work  before  u*,  enhances  its  merit.  The  dory  is 
fimple  and  inftruclive.  It  combines  three  cijxumftanees*  which  eyery 
one,  who  looks  into  the  world  with  attention,  wjll  freaueari*  finS 
TealSfid-^paternal  authority  carried  to  an  unpardonable  escefs^the 
liberal  (enlintentis  of  a  young  and  ardent  mind, exemplified  with,  for- 
titude and  manlinefs — and  the  crafty  machinations  of  low  cunning 
prbfecuted  with  an  eagernefs  and  perseverance  worthy  of  a  better 
canfc.  As  the  bttfinefs  develops,  the  Vices  which  mark  fome  of  thp 
characters  interefted,  and  the  virtues  by  which  others  are  adorned, 
meet  oCcafionally  with  ftrid  poetical  juftice.  The  tendency  of  the 
whole,  as  might  be  expe&ed  from  a  clergyman,  is  throughout  per- 
feftly  honourable.  The  reverend  anthor*t  principal  objeft  is  to  re- 
concile an  humble  refinance  to  paternal  authority  with  filial  duty 
and  gratitude ;  and  the  incidents  by  which  he  illuftrates  and  enforces 
this  dodrine  are  natural  and  pertinent.  He  appears  every  where 
anxibufly  concerned  for  the  proper  direction  of  youth. .  The  maxims 
lie  inculcates  are  all  ferious  and  moral,  arid  directed  rto  the  culti^e 
and  formation  of  the  heart  rather  than  the  headJ  He  writes  from 
*he  bell  intentions;  his  volumes  may  amufe  innocence  without 
P¥rtBg*jttotheHuih}  hit  fancy  is  cfeafte,  and  his  language  fer- 
lipicu0tt»  and  correct.  1 

Aatf.  17.     Sunday  j  a  Poem,    4to,  is%    Dilly.     LOtodcta,  179c*;  \. 

The  intention  of  this  poem,  to  excite  reverence  for  the  facred  4a> 
which  it  celebrates,  is  good;  much  cannot  be  faid  of  the  execution:. 
The:atrthor  feems  to  be  a  better  man  than  a  poet.  T  -       :  -  * 

M&i  *8*     Poms*  hj  J>.  Diatm,  Jim.     4W.    4s,  :  RfvWtttoL 
London,  1790*  '*    . 

Theft  Poems  confift  of  The  Triumph  of  Liberty,  Edwin  and  dla- 
rljida,  The  Vanity  of  Ambitious  Expeaation,  An  EfFufion*  and  Lines 
addrtflfed  to  a  Lady.  Thev  contain  fpeciraens  of  the  author's  abt- 
litig£bdth  in  Wank  verfe  and  rhyme ;  none  of  which  fife,  hevond;»fc- 
dkctftyV  The  Vanity  of  Ambitious  Expe&atipn  feems  to  bejhe 
bfcft  ?  1*  is  writte'h  in  imitation  of  the  ftyle  of  Spenfen  ^e  wprjl 
is  EdwhirandClarinda,  which  is  in  the  true  mcafure  of  Skernhold 
and  Hopkins.  There  feems  to  be  in  all  of  them  little  of  the  vis 
ftets/p,  ot  thai  promiies  aay  eminence.  * 

A*tf  •  19.  The  New  Co/metic,  or,  Tie  Triumji  of  fieauty ;  aCqm$di. 
fy  C,  Melmoth,  Efq.  Infcribed  to  Mrs.  Hqiges.  8vo.  is.  .Cadefi. 
London*  179a.  •  ^J 

We  were  much  at  a  lofsin  reading  this  comedy,,  which,  .after 
manjhattempts,  we  actompli&ed  at  lalf,  to  know  <for  what  pbjhbte 
twrj&lfe  It  could  be  written.  A  fquire'cduld  not  write  for  money,  and 
Mrs.fcjodges'  beauty  could  not  want  a  recipe  for  a  cofmetic.  It  feems 

Bba  probable. 
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probable,  fcowcver,  fee  may  Aa*e  fcffowsd  afevr  raflefefcighnH  4*4 
If  that  be  the  cafe,  the  college  could  not  prcfciibc  a  tetter  ^odpejbr 
/ken. ...  .     %  .   -r 

Ajtr«  jo.     lUmkt   *f  Getrge   Barringm.     Zro*    ?*.     Sufidl. 

.    -  liOCldOB,   I79CX       ^    ^    *  •     t. 

*  *The  1ierb  of  theft  Memoirs  has  attracted  much  notice,  and  no  cfou& 
fcrms  a  Angular  cnara&er  in  the  moral  world.  Whether  thefe  JUe~ 
moirs  are  genuine  it  is  impoffible  for  us  to  determine;  nor  indeed  is 
it  of  much  confeqaence.  Th/y  are  puMiihed  to  gratify  that-eariofi^ 
*vhich  devours  with  avidity  every  circumiUnce  refre&fng  a  man  *vho 
lias,  bjr  whatever  means,  rendered  himfelf  reaaarkaWe^  and  «3fl,  ia 
this  point  of  view,  prove  acceptable  ta  a  number  of  readers,  fitut  the 
mere  detail  of  the  tricks  of  a  Sharper  can  afford  little  mttraaiaaieitt  (9 
m liberal  and  enlightened  mind. 

Art.  al.     &**  f  rial  of  George  Barringto*.  .  8vo;     Js.     Simnj»c*ad8. 
London,  1790. 

This  is  merely  an  account  of  die  laft  trial  of  Barringtpn,  in  <ducfe 
ke  was -coniutted,  publi&ed  while  curiofity  waft  iigiLjef^e&iagihe 
fate  of  this  remarkable  character,  and  intended  tofjerrs  tfeg&m*  tco> 
borary  parpofes  with  the  preceding  article.  v  .  "L  . 

^»T.  Z2.     //^  to  Joints  Bofivdl,  Efa.  tecajtomdfy  UsUngeAe&edi 

;    md  **w  foedity-lQ-bt-'publiJhtid  Life  of  Dr.  J^hnfin^ 4$^*$, 

Hootham.    London,  1790.  ''  xv\:    ■    ./".   ; 

Tfcis  poen^  is,&f»gb^  poinded,  and&^aftc,  I?uA  apt  e^a^tf 
either.  The  author  appears  to  have  fire  \  but  either  is  fearful  of  be- 
4*|  /iljr^uiredi  ,?r  ha#  *ua  ajaqnuwdL  Out  xeadinea*  at  miftttifeg-ft. 
&t  *&«&  AcH plicate  toabrequir*.  We  jthink  udAalklfc  pc«o 
tkehemay  make  a. (hiomg  fig^ucein  thia^^d^^f^wtitigf*.  ..  ■;•,". 

j^RT.  zy  '  n*  t"t**4fligkV  of  Chriflopher  HThirligig,  Efa.  Com* 
ofHor/e.     4to.  is.  6d«     Wilkie.     London,  I79P,,*  \.~ 

-  SJad.&tfe  F%ht*  teen  printed  on  ciinouch- paper  they  «otil^nave 
Hood  fane  ctonc*  of  mounting  as  high  as  the  author  wi&cag  *nd 
h^ye  biee.n  u^fW  w  Aeir way. 

jArt.  24.  7V;  *£*/*;  «  Farce,  in  Two  J8s9  as  ferftrmed  at  ft* 
Tf  eatre-Ro/al  in  like  Ha$marJht>  Sv,©*  is.  Eobio&ns.  London, 
1790. 

It  was  obferved  by  an  ingenious  wag  that  the  chief  bufmefs  of  all 
comedies  is,  for  a  young  couple  to  cheat  their  parent!  and  to  get 
married ;  and  on  the  chara&eriftic  follies  and  foibles  peculiar  to  each 
age  tkenumOur  and  incident  of  the  piece  depend.  In  the  prefent 
inrbtece  the  author  has  chefen  to  go  a  flep  cut  of  the  way,  and  to 
make  his  heroine  only  anxious  to  evade  the  caution  of  her  brother, 
who  wJ&es  to  marry  her  to  old  Doctor  Decrcpito.  This  is  extremely 
in  character  for  a  young  man  who  is  himfelf  defperatHy  in  love.  It 
were  we}!  if  his  were  ths  only  abfurdity,  or  even  if  the  piece  vtfelf 
were,  ufefurd  eaough  to  make  us,  in  our  good-natured  moments,  kugh 
'.  heartily  j 
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%m^ft  lnr^iAcftiiPihe  pttodbmiriaot  f«Lttore,  and  nodding  th# 
**ly  $eJow<eev 

A*t.  2£*  &*•*  Memoirs  of  the  &  frond  Death  of  Mrs.  Eleanor  Bom* 
■  J*r4\  defigmsd  thitfjfhrtberUfi  of  tbefe  toko  Jem  eik  Heed of rdefij** 
ward  m*d  exferimemtal  Cbrifiim&y*  8vo.  is-.  Printed  for  An* 
oVews,  and  fttfd  alfo  by.  the  Author,.  No.  i#  Philpot-Lane.  Th* 
Profits  are  applied  to  the  .Relief  of  the  Poor,  particularly  Pebtttt* 
London,  1790,  . 

Mrs.  Dornford,  we  doubt  toor,  was' af  very  good  woman  ;  and,  for 
that  rWon>  wo.  much  regret  her  little  failings  mould  be  fopubikly 
cxpoftd  to  lie  world,  and  particularly  by.  one  whom  we  fhould  expe& 
to  pay  more  regard  to  her  memory. 

Mr.  Dom ford1  thin kl  if  necefiary  to  trace  the  progress  of  that  at* 
flachment  which  moft  delicate  men  wifh  to  conceal.  Ih  the  early 
ftage  of  it,  *  by  the  unfearchable  wifdom  and  goodn  efs  of  God  our 
Saviour,  I  began  (ftys  (he,  in  a  firde  book*  in  which  fhe  mentions  the 
dealings  of  God  with  her  foul)  to  entertain  doubts  of  the  propriety 
of  finft  couiini  intermarrying/  When  in  great  fiifpence  on  this  fiib- 
Jecl,  and  entreating  God  to  take  the  affair  into  his  own  hands*-* 
4  O  amazing  goodnefs !'  continues  me,  f  for  though  I  faw  no  man* 
ner  of  way-  by  which  it  could  be  broke  off,  yet  fo  it  was,  occafione4 
by  oar  correfpondence  being  made  known  to  his  mother*  who  h&hfr 
ififapproved  of  pur  coming  together;  and  from  a  Variety  of  things 
which  happened,  I  thought  myfelf  much  flighted,  and  not  treated 
with  thai  refped  which  my  ttrfin  and  fortune  demanded.'  Here  is  an 
lnh^c*<oPChrifrian  humility !  In  4  few  pages  afterwards  we  read, 
*  My.  beihg^oecaflbwaHy  at  the  Hbufe  of  this  relation  of  my  father^ 
gave  Mr.  Dornford  an  opportunity  of  feeing  me  often,  and  we  war* 
agas*  iWinciled'  together.*  Where  were  allthe  fcruples  abdtft  firll 
coirfins,  afltd  to  how  little  purpofe  was  the  providential  iriterpofltioit 
that*. on  a  former  occafion,  prevented  the  fuppofed  illicit  connexion? 
Ih  a  few  more  pages  the  union  for  life  takes  place  in  the  pfeferice  of 
Kefirs;  Wefley,  Romame,  &c.  &-c. 

Mr*.  Dornford  h  (aid  to  be  a  poet  by  nature.  We  have  rrfany* 
foecimerisof  her  verfes.  Among  the  reft,  one  fhe  wrote  tea  Jew 
family,  in  order  to  convert  them,  in  which  we  meet  with  the  follow* 
|ng  elegant  couplet :  ;    \ 

*■■  Compare  Ifaiah>  fifty-three, 
With  the  apoftles  tbej  agree/ 

But,  left  we  (hould  fall  into  the  editor's  error,  we  (hall  clofe  our; 
Review  of  this  article  with  an  account  of  what  appears  to  us  the  m. oft 
amiable  and  important  traits  in  this  lady's  c  ha  rafter,  though  the 
£ompifer  has  thought 'them  of  fo  little  eon feque nee  as  to  refer  thetn 
to  a  note.*  Ih  this  note  we  are  told  of  the  companionate  manner  in 
which  the  affifteji  a  fdldier*s  wife  who  aiked  alms  of  her*  Hir  whole 
behaviour  in  this  inftance  was  that  of  the  good  Samaritan,     Oaano* 

>ther  occafion  fhe  perfuaded  Mr*  Dornford  10  relieve  a  diftreffed  Ame- 
rican clergyman/  confined  for  debt  in  Nawgate,  and  gave  him  that 

.'-'•-  .  B  h  3  affiilance 
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g£  Mont»y  Catmoqu*    Hivmtff*  •  • 

a£fbpc*aod  patronage  wfcfch  fcfte rwards  isade  kirn  coifalihk  fc» 
life.  „  We  have  only  to  regret  that  thefe  anecdotes,  ape  introduced 
as  notes  to  the  account  of  that  focicty  for  reformation  which  was 
anxious  to  fcrvc  the  caufe  of  religion  by  abridging  the  poor  in  their 
HiQ&ceat  recreations  on  the  Chriftian  feftiVal,  and  erea  preventing 
them  the  little  luxury  of  a  hot  dinner.  By  them,  however,  we  may 
fee  the  traits  of  an  amiable  difpofition,  and  cannot  but  regret  it 
Ibonld  be  unhappily  warped  by  the  influence  of  tniftafcea  icaL 

POLITICAL* 

A*T.t6*    letters  en  the  Difpute  with  Spain.     BjVerus.     8vo.    is. 
Kearfley.    London,  1790. 

This  is  one  of  the  many  newfpaper  difcuiSons  to  which  die  late 
difpute  with  Spain  has  given  rife.  The  letters  here  collected  were 
originally  publifhed  in  the  Diary.  The  fubjeft  has  already  been  fully 
diicufled,  and  has  ceafed  to  be  interefting. 

AaT.  27.     A  letter  to  the  People  called  Quakers  on  the  probahte  Cofife* 
*    quences  to  them  of  a  Repeal  of  the  Corporation  and  TeJIASs.    8vo.  6d. 
Stockdale.    London,  1790. 

Of  the  fpirit  and  tendency  of  this  ihort  but  fenfible  tra&«  %ht  fol- 
lowing pafiage  will  give  a  \Qry  fatisfa&ory  account.  Speaking  to 
thofe  who  are  the  objects  of  his  addrefs,  he  fays*  '  Hotting*  from 
confeientious  motives,  thofe  objects  as  impious  which  the  reft  of  the 
world  look  up  to  with  eager  expectation,  and  forbidden  to  ufe  force 
In  defence  of  yourfelves,  n6w  neceflary  is  it  for  you  to  emplcfcy  thofe 
peaceful  methods  which  your  religion  does  authorife  to  impofe  a  mea- 
lbre  which  muft  difiurb  that  quiet  you  now  enjoy,  and  by  the  peace- 
ful but  firm  exercife  of  thofe  rights  which  the  law  of  England  gives 
you,,  and  which  are  fan&kmed  even  by  your  own  ftrift  conftru&ioii  of 
the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  to  endeavour  to  oppofe  the  ambitious  purposes 
6f  thofe  fe&s  who,  not  content  with  toleration  themithre*  In  the*  moft 
unlimited  degree,  are  trying  to  eftablifh  their  own  power  on  principles 
that  muft  f»bje£  you  to  oppreflion  and  perfecution/ 

DIVINITY. 

A*  T .  28.  A  port  and  plain  Exjxfitumtf the  Old  Teftament,  <whh  de- 
votional andpraOkal  RefieOians  for  theVjt  of  Families.-  Sythe  late 
John  Orion,  S.T.P.     Puilijbcd  from  the  Author's  Manufiript  by 

1   Robert  Gentleman.    8vo.  3  vols.  18s.  Longman..  London*  179a. 

A  moft  refpecYabte  lift  of  fobfcribers  names  give  t&eir  ftn&ioft  to 
$h!s  work.  And  were  flie  public  not  already  glutted  witji  commen- 
taries, we  ftiould  not  fcrople  to  pronounce  the  prefent  one  of  the 
fooft  ufeful  and  convenient  we  have  feen.  It  is  a  fort  of  parabhtafe, 
not  indeed  in  the  manner  of  any  former  one,  but  Ihorter'  anymore 
}evel  to  common  uriderftandfngs.  The  fecotid  of  thefe'vofntftes  i» 
enriched  with  a  valuable  diflertation  of  the  late  piouS  and  leihred  au- 
thor on  the  utility  offc  ripture  hifiory.    Bftt  the1  r&ilptt^fll  find,  in 
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the  preface  to  the  firft,  a  very  fatisra&ery  account  of  the  worfc;  it* 
the  profecution  arid  accomprifhment  of  which  we  Ancerely  wiflj  thfc 
editor  all  defirable  fucceft. 

Art*  29.  I*M*rs  f*  Mr.  Archdeacon  frawt*  in  Anfwer  to  bis  Defense- 
of  the  heavenly  Wttneffesj  1  fobn  <v.  7.  By  R.  Porfon.  8vo.  6a. 
boards.    Egertons.     London*  1796.. 

This  book  exhibits  man/  heavy  charged  agalrift  the  work,  and  the 
author  of  the  work  that  occaficns  it,  and  to  whom  it  is  an  anfwer. 
We  underftand,  however,  a  rejoinder  is  in  great  forwardnefs.  It 
would,  therefore  be  improper  to  interfere. where  doctors  of  fuch  po» 
lemical  confequence  difagree.  We  may  be  fuffered  juft  to  hint  in  the 
ear  of  the  jfrefent  writer,  Let  not  him  that  buckkth  on  his  harnefs  boaft 
as  be  that  puitetb  it  off.  We  (hould  have  a  bettef  opinion  of  Mr. 
PdHbn's  argument  but  for  his  manner.  He  often  fpeaks  of  nis  ad- 
verfery  in  terms  which  it  ill  becomes  one  gentleman  to  Ufe  in  {peak- 
ing of  another.  This  leads  us  to  fufpe#  that  Mr.  Porfon  ma^  not  alto- 
gether be  ignprant  of  the  frequent  attempts  that  arc  made  to  infuk  Mr^ . 
Travis,  even  in  the  newfpapers.  Wlien  controverfy  (loop:  to  thjs  low 
fpecies  of  abufe,  no  man  of  liberality,  or  whofe  miiKl  is  not  Iofl  to 
every  fenfe  of  decency,  will  be  hardy  enough  to  argue  or  llate  his 
doubts  or  belief  on  either  fide  6f  the  queftion  ;  for  in  ;hat  ea(e  a  de- 
gree of  infamy  would  attach  itfelf  even  to  opinion,  and  many  good 
jften  fuffer  more,  even  for  their  beft  thoughts,  than  bad  men  for  their 
Worft  aclions. 

Art.  30.     Suicide ;  a  Sermon^  preached  March  i$th,  179^  in  the  Par 

tifh  Church  of '  Hurjlmonceux,  in  Suffix,  at  the  Funeral  of  Jv;n  Mitten. 

By  the  Rev.  Lewis  Turnor,  late  ofjefus  College,  Oxford.  .  $vo.    J3, 

Williams'.    London,  1790. 

Wherever  the  awful  difeafe  aMuded  to  in  this  term  on  taties  place^ 
the  clergyman  cannot  make  a  better  ufe  of  his  fituation  and-  taJents 
than  by  arming  his  hearers,  by  every  argument  in  his  power,  againdl 
its  encroachments.  And  we  cannot  help  thinking  Mr,  Tiiraor  well 
entitled  to  the  acknowledgments  of  his  parifhionejrs  and  ail  good  men 
for  fetting  an  example  of  a&ing  thus  conformably  to  his  duty. 

Art.  31.  On  the  Abufe  ofReafon,  as  applied  to  the  myfteriousDo8rines 
of  Revelation  \  a  Sermon  preached  at  the  primary  Vifitat'wn  of  the 
Might  Reverend  the  Lord  Bijbop  of  Lovdtn,  held  at  Gokbeper,  May*  7, 
1790.  By  Thomas  Twining,  M.  A*  Re&or  of  St  Mar/s,  Cokhefer. 
4to.  is*    CadelL    London*  1790. 

Thi*.aHe  difeourfe  aiugns  to  reafon  and  revelation  their  djfUnft 
and  independent  pre^pgativesi  Jt  atiertt  the  my  series  of  reiigiou, 
and  defends  them  againit  the  calumnies  of  h:r  enemies;  and  it 
meets ^vwe^,Qf  opinions,  detailed  both,  by  fecUrics  and!  infiJcl  ,  that 
weaf  an  boftjle  afpe&  to  the  peace  of  our  eiUblifliment.  The  fermoti 
19  written  with  taffo  an4  on  principles  of  moderation  ;  and  an  obviou* 
prefer$a£$'  for  th^  oxder  and  harmony  of  ludg.Ly  recoup  fiends  that 
fort  of  praftice  in  the.  preachers  ajid  h=are«  of  religion  whicli  con- 
stitutes its  beft  defence. 

B  b  4<  Art. 
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Aar.  12.    STfr  Pred&ien  of  the  JpoftUs  concerning  the  Bo&ef'lk- 
Worlds  •?  Sermon  f  reached  he/ore  the  Uniwrfhy  of  Cambridge*  <h*~4U*- 
day,  May  23,  1790*     By   Thomas  Edwards,  LI.&*      9vo.    1*. 
Bradthapv  Bury  §t.  EdaiuTnd*.,  .1799..; 
In  this  fe**»an  tn  objection,  urged  by  Mr*  Gibbon  the  hiftorian 
againft  religion  from  (one  apparent  obscurities  in  the  apoftoiical 
writings,  is  with  gf*ftt  candour,  and  we  think,  ftflne  plaufibility,  ad- 
mitted.    We  arelbrry,  however,  the  author  has  not  accompao^d, 
this  conceffion  with  an  expbfure  of  the  invidious  application,  whic% 
infidels  will  readily  make  of  fuch  a  doftrine.'    To  juftify  the  utility, 
of  fuch  a  comment  from  an  advocate  for  revelation,  it, certainly,  he-. 
camc  him  to  reconcile  the  great  objeft  of  4i vine  inspiration  with^the, 
obfc.urky  he  wouid  faften  o&  the  paffages  he  quotes,     As  this  would, 
feent  to  be  no  inconliderable  part  of  his  hypothecs,  it  would  be  nn*. 
proper  to  decide  on  the  fpecimen  here  produced  until  the  whole  ap? 
pears,  in  its  finilhed  Aate. 

A*T.  33.     The  Revelation  tranflated  and  explained  throughout^  wtofr- 

*  Keys j  lUufirations,  Notes,  and  Comments,  a  copious  Introduction  t  Argn* 

ment,  and  Conclufion.    By  IV.  Cooke,  Greek  Profeffor  i*  the  LMvorJ&y 

«  */ Cambridge,  and  ReBor  of  Hemp/lea*,  Nerfdk*  8vo.  6s,   Robnrion* 

London,  1790. 

In  this  elaborate  verfion  of  the  Revelation  Mr.  Cooke  differs,  ift, 
various  opinions,  from  preceding  expositors.  In  his  introdu^io^^he,, 
particularly  combats  the  hypothecs  of  the  celebrated  Mede  ;  but,  in, 
our  opinion,  he  does  not  render  the  myfHcifm  of  that  curious  nor-* 
tion  of  facred  writ  more  intelligible  than  it  was*  He  does  not  jtjic- 
ceed  in?  refohring  the  principal  doubts  that  have  been  entertained 
concerning  the  meaning  of  many  parages,  nor  in  leftenmg  tRe  vtrf 
great  oWciwity  which  ftitt  haugs  upon  the  Whoie  drift  el  timtWoi£ 
der/ujbqak.  And  we  cannot  help  thinking that  he  proniifo ioii 
inuchj  anoVfpcaks. rather  too  coftfidendy,  ia  attempting*  talk  whkk, 
hjas  pfa&s  enough  baffled  men  of  the  greateft  abilities  and  learning*    : 

Art,  34.    AdlflinQ  and  impartial,  4^  count  of  tfa  fyocefs  fbr  Smsw'm, 

Herejy  againft  William  M'Gtll,  D.  D.  one  if  the  Mjmjlw  f/4er$  *w&fr 

Qbfervapion*  on  fa  E#pl^.tw*-firfdpojogy*  W  #» fte  firnfKd/mth 

.  and  final  Oecifi'ons  of  the  Rruerend  Synod  of  Glajgow  and  Mr  on  tSap 

[  Gowjk*    My  Janus  Mot*.    8vo*  ts,    Mathews,    x^n^pa*  >790£ 

'  Here  is  a  morfel  for  the  orthodox.  Dr.  M'Gill,  a  fefpeaable 
clergyman  in  the  eftablilhcd  kirk  of  Scotland ,  lately  publithed  hit 
opinions  concerning  the  peculiar  do&rines  of  the  gofpel.  Thefe,  acT 
cording  to  the  conttru&ion  of  fbme  an\pbg  the  neighbouring  clergy^ 
tneu,  favoured  the  Socinian  iyftem.  On  this  appteheniion  a  prole* 
ration  commenced  againft  him  in  the  fynod,  or  provincial  ccckfiafti^ 
adjudicatory,  which  had  the ''liberality  to  accept  of  the  Doctor'* 
expmration  of  hie  own  meaning,  and  difmifs  the  accufation-  Again  if * 
tmsdeeintm  the  pamphlet  before  tis  is  written  in  great  indignationj 
It^dlfcovenl  abilities  or  powers  which  might  have  been  exerted  in  a 
much  better  caufe.    We  are  as  little  friends  to  turbulent  fe&aries  ai> 

*  -  -  our 
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ttftt'  aritkbiy  but  we  are  fir  from  thiriJurig  persecution  tf^popefl 
meanstof  fuppre&ng  their  nonfenfe.  The  article  Will,  however*  be* 
read  by  a  larf»e  partyof«  Ghrifttans*  wtoofc  tenets  it  vindicates,  it  is* 
written  with  foch  afperity  and {focafwas^mufr  rtnder  it "acceptable  toy 
the  petulapt  and.  raorofe.  And,  indeoiv  w*  Jittfc  e*pe&ed>  to  niid, 
amidft.  the  polemics  of  *  fchoolttaik,  the  wic  of  «  man  ef  tiro* 
world.  •  '  J' 

Ji&r.  35.  wf  Jhort  Commentary  on  tie lfir,£ss£rayfr^  in. which an  Jl^ 
lufiqn  to  thi  principal  Circum/Iances  of  our;  LarJs  Temptation  •  is.  of* 
tempted  to  bejhe<wn^  £)  Mi/hafl  tort,  I).  2>.  F.R.^ued  J*  $.  ^VA», 
1,3,    White  and  Sous.     London,  1790, 

We  arc  no  admirers  oft  theological  hypothefes  founded  on  quaint' 
allufions  of  fcripture,  as-they  deviate  from .  tbat<  tsmpiicity  which  is  the ^ 
gjeateil  beauty  in  the  cxxminenytarya*  well  as  the.  text;  Nor  do  wc 
perceive  the  utility,  of  giving  our  author's  conftru&ion,  or  rather 
glofs,  to  a  paflage  of  fcripture  that  all  the  world  in u ft  admire,  even 
in  atranftation,  for  its  elegant  plainnefs  and  perfpicuity.  Thrfe  ob-. 
Nervations  detract  nothing  from  the  ingenuity  of  this  little  traft.  h 
fhews  the  author's  talent  for  biblical  critidftn  to  advantage ;  and,  ia 
executing -h?s  conceptions,  he  throws'  out  many  Jhiking  bints,  which 
may  be  of  great  ufe  to  thofe  who  hereafter  tbalt  dirdft  their  attention 
to  Ulu£rate  the  fame  divine,  prayeiv 

AitT.  36.     T^erDiffent4rs  Pleat  orh  the.  Appeal  of  th*  JXJj&s*Mr$  fa&o 
v  Jufiice,  the  Honour,  and,  the  fyJ/giemp  of  the  Kingdom  agaiuft  she  T& 

Laws.  Bj  G&rge  Walker,,.   8vp,  is*  J^hnfpn.     JU>n&n, .17904. 

We  perceive*  from,  .this  zealous  advocate  fQr  the  abrogation  of  tis^ 
t$fta&*  that  the,. njiniiky,  the  .Hqute of  Commons,  and  th*  majority 
of  the  kjDg^o^i.  a*c„ali  i^.the  wrong,,  and  that  the  Dilfcnters  have 
transferred,  thek  inceraftf  and  their  fermentation  to  the  party  who 
are  in  oppofition  to  government.  But  however  we  may  di/Tent  from 
the  authorfs  cpnclufions,  ,w.e  muft  adnjit.  that  he  reafon*  plaufibly, 
anjd  that  his  eloquence  is  rapid  and  forcible.  We  ihould  be  happy 
to  meet  him  on  a  fhbje&  more  fufceptible  of  novelty,  andlefs  un- 
worthy of  fuch  talents  at  drftingirifti  the  writer.  He  might  theo, 
difcover  qualities  which  criricifm  would-be  proud  to  cheriftf. 

AaT.  37.  Sermons  tnffivwaiQccaJions.  By  Httry  Walfie$bobtm  JnU  M 
late  R*£or  of  Liverpool*  8vo.  z  vols.  iq*.  Evans*  London^ 
179°- 

*  Three- fourths  at  lea  ft  of  the  following  difcourfea,'  fays  the  au- 
thor, '4  are  of  his  own  cocnpofition;'  ana  we  are  not  fo  tefty^s  ta 
like  tbeni  the  worfe  for  fo  frauk  a  eonfenTon,  We  often  iind  greater 
plagiaries  not  fo  hone  it.  Little  as  his  in  are  u  in  their  produ^fon,  he 
yet  Jefires.thiehi  to  be  published  after  his  death.  There  is  fomerbing 
id  very  ferlous  and  well- intended,  even  m  this  whimfical  re^ueli  to 
his  furvivors,  that  the  levity  it  would  otherwise  fug^eft,  i  ,  fuppreifci 
bf  the  reverence  it  iofpires.  It  is  not  the  wiilie*  of  a  vain  man  after 
pofthumous  farae,  but  of  a  pious  mind  anxious  that  ;ag  world  Ihould 
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be  reformed,  but  carelefs  by  whom.  Many  are  the  roifceifeniesy 
much  more  elegantly  compofed,  which  we  hare  cenfured;  but  for 
the  principles  to  which  thefe  owe  their  prefent  form,  and  the  bene- 
volent  fcntiment  which  fronts  them  like  a  cherub  at  the  gates  of  p*» 
radife,  far  be  it  from  us  to  regard  them  with  even  a  feeling  of  dip 
refpeft.  Indeed,  they  come  in  fuch  a  fajo&ified  (hape,  and  folicit 
attention  with  fuch  a  winning  modeAy,  as  nothing  worthlefs  ever 
could  aflume,  or  none  but  the  worthlefs  blame*  We  therefore  moft 
cordially  recommend  them  as  the  more  likely  to  do  good  that  they 
obvioufly  originate  in  goodnefs  of  heart.  Ami  who  does  not  know 
what  multitudes  of  fafhionable  fermons  move  in  the  polite  It  circles, 
glitter  in  all  the  meretricious  embelliihments  of  a  frothy  eloquence, 
command  a  profufion  of  adulation,  and  are  raifed  by  the  talte  of  the 
times  into  a  fort  of  itandard  for  pulpit  compofition,  which  can  boaft 
of  no  fuch  extra&ion,  but,  like  the  gaudiefl  of  all. gaudy  things, 
have  no  diftin&ion,  and  no  exigence,  but  what  they  derive  from  the 
dunghill  fource  of  pride  or  avarice.    , 

AaT.  38.    A  Sermon,  by  Edward  Parry,  Reflor  of  Hangar,  in  Me- 
rionethjhire.    8vo.  is,    Lowndes.     London,  1790. 

This  is  a  charity  fermon.     The  parable  of  the  good  Sama- 
ritan furnifhes  the  preacher  with  a  fund  of  observation  palpably  v 
applicable  to  the  objefl  of  the  difconrfe.     No  text  could  be  better  . 
chofen;  and,  in  our  opinion,  few  preachers  could  have  done  it  more 
juftice.     His  language  is  fimple  and  ferious  throughout.    He  ad~ 
drefTes  himfelf  to  the  hearts  of  his  hearers ;  and  the  fentiments  ho  . 
preffes  upon  their  attention  are  warm,  fervid,  and  interefting. 

AaT.  39.     Exf options  on  fome  of  the  moft  highly  piBurefque  and  into* 
refting  PaJTages  of  Scripture ;  wherein  federal  of  the  ftrongejl  Ehti*  r 
tions  and  finer  feelings  of  human  Nature  are  attempted  to  be  delineated* 
By  Damid  Turner,  fFoohvich.    Svo.   6s.    board*.    Cade  11.    Lea- 
don,  1790. 

Of  the  indefatigable  induftry  which  diftingmfhes  the  labours  of 
this  pious  author  we  have  repeated  proof}  and,  among  the  numer- 
ous book  manufacturers  of  the  times,  he  merits  no  inconfideraUtf 
.  mare  of  praife,  as  the  exigencies  of  a  numerous  family  impofe  tha*  , 
upon  him  as  a  duty  which,  otherwife  cirenmftanced,  he  might  have 
had  fpirrt  to  decline.    We  allude  to  his  freedoms  with  the  writings  of  : 
others,  whole  works  he  garbles  without  ceremony  or  acknowledg- 
ment.   This  we  deem  the  more  culpable,  as  his  publications  would 
certainly  neither  fefer  in  their  reputation',  nor  be  diminished  in  the? 
faie,  by  frankly  owning  to  whom  he  is  obliged,  and  by  whom  aftfted^  * 
This  would  both  free  him  from  the  charge  of  pkrgiarifift,  and  de<*- 
monftrate  the  variety  of  his  reading.     We  have  no  other  fault  to 
find  with  thefe  expositions;  but  can  aflure  the  reader  they  are  calcu- 
lated to  improve  his  tafte,  to  enlighten  his  mind,  and  to  better  his 
heart.     And  whoever  has  any  relifti  for  the  fublime  and  beautiful  of 
holy^rit,  will  here  find  fome  of  its  richeft  paffages  illuftrated  in  the 
happieft  and  bcfl  maimer. 

AaT. 
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Art,  40.  TbtMfkry  of  the  Effe8s  tfReJigh*  on  Mankind*  in  Coun- 
tries ancient  and  moasr*,  barbarous  and  civiUfed.  By  the  Rem*  $d- 
tuardRyan,  B.D+    Svo^ss.    Rivingtons.    London,  1790* 

The*  author,  5n  his  preface,  gives  this  plain  account  of  his  wdrk : 
•  Hie  mbjeft  of  thii  work  originated  from  a  queftioh  propoftd  in  ihe 
tinitferfity  of  Dublin,  by  the  provoft  and  fellow*,  in  the  year  I775» 
entitled,  A  Dijertatfrri  bn  the  influence  ofReligtdn  on  cinnl  Society.  The 
author's  dlJTertation  on  that  queftion  was  honoured  with  a  premium 
by  that  learned  fociety;  and  in  the  year  1 780  he  was  encburaged  and 
prevailed  upon  by  the  late  Dr.  Forfayth,  who  Was  eminent  for  erudi- 
tion, to  enlarge  on  the  fubjeft.*  He  laments  that  fome  of  the  moft 
learned  ana*  ingenious  feflows  of  that  urirvtrfity  did  not  undertake 
the  talk.  But  we  know  not  who  could  have  performed  it  with  better 
or  equal  fuccefs.  This  is  only  one  third  of  the  author's  plan,  and 
is  divided  into  four  fe&ions.  Thefe  treat  of  the  expediency  of  true 
religion  m  eivilifed  ftates,  with  the  origin  and  effe&s  of  pagan  fuper- 
itition,  of  the  cffeft«  of  Judaifm  on  the  Hebrews  themfelves,  and  on 
the  fentiments  of  pagans  $  of  the  tendency  and  the  real  efFe&a  of  ths 
Chriftian  code,  ana  of  the  origin,  progrefs,  andefFe&s  ofMahomet- 
anifra.  Were  it  not  for  the  references  to  the  unpublifhed  part  of  the  per- 
formance, which  are  rather  frequent,  this  volume  might  be  confidered 
as  an  entire  work.  We  are  happy  to  underftand  that  the  remaining 
1  parts  are  in  great  forwardnefs ;  that  the  work  meets,  as  it  well  deferves, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  rulers  of  the  church;  and  that  it  has  al* 
ready  procured  the  author  fome  preferment.  This  pretty  forcibly  au. 
thenticates  the  reputation  of  the  work,  and  is  an  application  of  churth 
patronage  at  once  honourable  and  exemplary. 

Art.  41.    An  Inquiry  into  the  moral  and  political  Tendency  ofth+Rell* 
giw  called  Roman  Catholic,     8vo.  js.  Robmfon.  London,  1790* 

This  is  a  mafterly  apology* for  popery,  or,  however,1  that  (pedes 
Of  it  which  Hill  remains  in  Great-Britain.    There  is  hardly  an  accu- 
faiion  which  has  been  brought  again  A  this  perfecufced  fed.  of Ckrif- 
tians  for  thefe  two  centuries,  which  is  not  here  fairly  met,  and  man- 
fully contefted.    On  the  fundamental  argument,  the  verdift  of  the, 
public  is  p&fled,  and  general  pta&ice  has  long  itrengthened  the  de-* 
cifion.    Bat  our  brethren  of  that  communion  have  been  much  and 
grofsly  calumniated.    And  we  are1  fincerely,  happy  to  meet  with  To 
much  genius,  liberality,  and  good  fenfe,  exerted  in  repelling  inju- 
.    lies  to  which  they  have  hitherto  fchmitted  with  exemplary  patience.  • 
"We  hail  it  as  an  auipicioua  omen  that  bigotry  on  both  fides  declines, 
and  that  the  time  haftens  when  no  degree,  of  odium  fhall  attach  to 
any  man  from  his  greed  or.  religions  connexions, 
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J.tr.Wrigkt>  J+M*  CM.     8«o,   ^  6d    fewed,     Blamire. 
London,  179b. 

The  intention  of  thi«  work*  at  the  preface  inform*  us,  is  to  con- 
vince* the  reader  that  there  is  nothing  incoherent*  unintelligible,  or 
ahfurd,  in  this  fliort  hiltory  of  the  creation.  We  do  not  well  conv 
prehend  who  the  author  means  to  convince  by  this  elaborate  e*. 
planatkm.  It  is  at  leaft  not  the  Engiifh  reader,  to  whom  his  dsJfical 
and  biblical  criticifms  renders  the  fubje&  tenfold  more  perfkoced 
and  obfeure  than  ever.  Many  of  his  remarks,  however,  are  appf* 
f  te  and  well-grounded.  He  difcovers.a  thorough,  knowledge  of  the 
Septuagint ;  and  thofe  accuftomed  to  fimilar  Queues  beft  know  how 
to  appreciate  his  labours. 

A*t.  43.  The  Dm*j  ef&Memhtn  of  Purbamewt*  dearly  explained;  Ik 
a  Letter  from  a  No&eman  tvbh  Son.  8*0.  is.  Ridgeway.  Lon> 
4oa,  1790. 

There  is  feme  arch  raffleryj  and  much  dry  humour,  in  this  litter* 
It  is  written  in  a  grave,  cXda&ic  ttyte.  Even  Fbote  never  Werte^  ioH 
fercafins  with  a  more  inflexible  fart*  We  know,  however,  thirtf 
ir  but  one  forge  in  the  kingdom  from  which'  fbch  wicked  4%rje* 
agaraft  the  nrinifter,  one  or  his  majelty's  fecretaries  of  ttate,  the* 
late  fpeaker  of  the  Houie  of  Commons,  and  Sit  Jofeph  AjMbey* 
coold  come,  Bnt  we  can  tell  this  wag- that  the  imbeciUhies  iof  Jnu 
inanity,  which  he  delineates  with  fuch  a  malicious  pleafure,  areou* 
confined  to  one  fide  of  the  houfe  more  than  another;  and  that  he<need 
not  have  gone  fo  far  from  home  for  examples,  as  no  group  of  indivi«> 
duals  could  be  more  convenient  for  his  purpofe  than  his"  own  friends, 

Aax,  44.  Tret&t,  pUUhgt^icrkiudt^totfoUaimm*  Jfr+i+im 
Men.  JfiH:jatti?hJ}+&.  Jrchdeaem  ofha*dm>  teao+tf&^wfok 


'  frft  printed  fn 
2 vols.  12s. boards.    White.    London,. 1790, 

,  Moft  of  the  articles  Inthls  publication  have,  already  rece^YaAJ^f 
▼erdift,  and  for  years  enjoyed  the.  approbation,  pf  the  public,  jAif ; 
addenda  arenot  numerous,  nor  in  themfelves  of  much  impprtapce :, 
btu  are  valuable  as  coming  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Jortin,.  whole  prkii^ 
are  high,  both  in  the  churches  and  the  learned  world;    The  vattptisJ* 
JcboUa  exhibited  in  thefe  volumes  are  well  calculated  to -evince  did: 
extent  of  the  authors  reading,  his  philological  acutenefs,  hie  Haflfcat*1 
Ufci  and  his.  knowledge  of  liberal  criticifm.  But in  all  thefe  r*f|>e£* 
his  merits  were  prevkmfly  and  unalterably  eftahUihed,>  both**  Jkkomtkt 
and  abroad.    The  editor,  however,  With  a  "laudable  venetatioaior  a 
parent  fo  truly  illuftrious  for  genius,  literature,  and  virtue,  b«uii, af- 
fected into  one  view  the  eulogium  of  friends  and  Grangers,, Jboth  na- 
tive and  foreign  cotemporaries,  and  dedicates  them.tot^e.  memory  of 
a  father  of  whom  he  may  juftly  be  proud.     We  therefore  confider  tbo; 
whole  as  a  monument  confecrated  by  filial  gratitude  to  perpetuate 
paternal  wbrdi,-  " 

fet 
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--RATION  At      AFFAIRS. 

Po*     KOVSHBE  R,<     1790* 

*T*H£  RESULT  Of  OUT  long  NSGOCIATI0N  With  SpAI1f,TtfuC^ 

*  *  is  among  the  moft  prominent  features  ,©f  thus  months 
thpughporhans  as  fortunate  as  was  to  be  expected  at  a  ttrifis  of 
a  Arong  and  growing  confederacy  againft  England,  lias  not| 
however,  fully  gratified  thofe  fenguine  expe&ations.  that  wert 
excited  by  the  firrnnefs  of  the  roiniftea:  in  holding  a  high  tone 
to  the  Spaniards  at  the  beginning  of  the  conteft,  and  the  vig$r* 
©us  preparations  which,  witi  the  unanimous  concurrence  of 
parliament,  he  has  been  enabled  tia  make  between  that  period 
and  tbe  t^ra>ination  pf  the  dilute.  Concerning  this:  Ocrrnin- 
aftc&  different  feAtimente  are  entertai«cd  j  and  as  it  is  cafy,  in 
amirs  fo  complicated,  to  find  plaiifibfe  argttmems  ion  eithta:  &fc 
of  dte^neftion^  EngUihGnon  ar*  m  general  guided  in  tbeirjopfc* 
nions  x>£  the  Spoailb  Convention  by  their  pwtkular  paffiona^ 
prdu4fce^  and  Jnterefts.  •.,-•* 

On  one  fide  it  is  'urged,  that  the  convention  whh  Spain  H 
vag*e  and  indefinite,  and  leaves  room,  nay  even  invites  new  quar- 
rels. BritUb  navigators  are  prohibited  from  approaching  withiit 
ten  leagues  of  the  Spaniih  coafts  in  America;  nor  arc  Britifti 
adventurers  permitted  to  fettle  on  any  part  of  1te  wetftem  fbof  e* 
of  America  that  has  been  claimed,  orconfKfered  as  belonging 
to  Spain. ,  But  our  feamen  may  be  driven  on  dac  Hilpan- 
American  caafl  by  diftrefsof  weather  i  and  the  vaft  and  aride- 
fined  pretenfions  of  the  Spaniards  open  a  door  for  cruflung  any 
of  our  infant  colonies,  as  they  did  that  of  Nootlca,  whenever 
tney  may  think  they  can  do  it  with  impunity.  Who  is  the  urn* 
pire  to  determine  between  a  Spanith  man  of  war  and  an  Eng* 
litb  merchantlhip,  whether  the  fpot  where  they  chance  toro*a* 
in  the  Pacific  Ocean  is  Ws  than  tea  leagues  from  land,  or  m&r* 
than  twenty?  The  right  which  our  navigation  may  cotocnivo 
they  nave  gained  of  freedom  in  the  South  Season  the  one  part'f 
and  the  awakened  jealoofy  of  the  Spaniards  on  the  ^he#,  by  * 
collifion  almoft  constantly  to  be  expe&ed,'  wS  ftfike  oot  fame 
faarks  to  provoke  a  war— rf  it  is  not  prevented  by  jR^tiifhg(th^ 
(word,  after  we  are  ready  to  ftrike^  by-forite  vague  declaration  of  ' 
all  that  is  honourable  and  juft  in  the  plans  of  the  court  0$ 
Spain,  and  all  that  is  pacific  In  their  intentions.  Is  the  court 
Qt  London  then,   upon  repeated  outrages,  fo  eaulj;  i^isEedl 
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their  refentment  fo  eafily  appeafed  ?  Let  us  continue  to  give 
them  foft  words,  but  hard  blows ;  let  us  check  all  thejr  attempts 
to  obtain  a  footing  on  the  weftern  coaft  of  America,  fince  we 
may  do  it  with  impunity.  Such  is  the  difpofition  of  tl|e  Spa- 
niards, and  fuch  the  trairi  oi  thinking  that  may  encourage  them 
to  carry  their  difpofition  into  adftdn.  They  are  acquainted  that 
Mr.  Pitt  places  the  glory  and  the  ftability  of  his  adminiftr^rion 
on  his  finking-fund.  Peace,  it  may  be  inferred  from  the  laft  ipeech 
from  the  throne,  is  peculiarly  defirable  and  neceflary  under  Qpf 
fyftem  of  gradually  reducing  the  national  debt.  The  Spaniards, 
therefore,  are  aware  that,  on  thefe  principles,  We  will  bear  much 
before  we  undertake  a  war  in  any  circumftances,  however  fa- 
vourable. If  our  enemies  are  allowed  to  put  us  to  the  eypence 
of  million  after  million  with  impunity,  they  may  reduce  u$  to 
the  faft  extremity  by  mere  wantonnefs,  without  luffering  them* 
(elves  any  of  the  difad  vantages  which  they  occafion.  ta  us; 
and  wemay  Chare  the  fete  or  the  civet-cat,  which  is  irritated 
until  it  perifirfrom  exceffive  perfpiration.  The  Spaniirffc,  in-» 
deed,  cannot  make  a  (hew  of  naval  and  warlike  preparation 
without  expence  any  more  than  England  -r  but  they  are  not  bur- 
thened  with  an  enormous  load  of  national  debt ;  they  ftart  with 
fnifroverftrained  kingdom,  in  a  race  of  expence,  with  great  ad- 
vantage. For  even  if  Spain  equals  England  in  expence,  ftUl,  if 
yre  add  equal  things  to  unequal,  their  wholes  will  be  unequal. 
Farther :  if  by  this  hoftile  trifling,  this  ineffe&ual  provocation, 
pur  credit  fhould  laft  as  long  as  that  of  our  opponents,  and 
that  the  credit  or  folvency  of  loth  nations  fhould  foil  together  * 
there  would  remain  to  Spain  her  rich  mines,  her  wine  and  oil," 
and  other  -refources ;  the*  failure  of  credit,  and  public  as  well  as 
private  confidence,  to  Britain,  would  produce  her  ruin.  Publi? 
bankruptcy  and  private  diftruft  mu(t  terminate  in  a  general 
convulfion.  On  this  account  we  ought  to  have  received  pn  in- 
^fcttinifitation  of  out  expences,  in  tome  fhape  or  other*  from 
Sftein,  as  an  a<9:  of  juftice  with  regard  to  what  is  paft,  iand  as 
feeurity  againft  the  repetition  of  infolence  and  injuftice  in, 
future. 

Thofey  tm  die  other  hand,  Who  defend  the  treaty  with  Spaiq, 
ebferve,  that  it  is  as  definite  and  exprefs  as  the  nature  oTthe 
fWbje£te  ta  which  it  refers  admits.  Every  maritime  nation  ,iri- 
Jtfts  on  a  fuperiority  or  power  paramount  on  its  own  fhores  j 
and  Great-Britain,  in  particular,  has  exerdfed  this  right  in  its 
fu)l  latitude.  Some  line  was  to  be  drawn  for  regulating  Brttifl| 
navigation  in  the  South  Seas,  and  the  fpecific  difta$%?^  .fff  .ten 
leagues  was  juft  as  good,  at  leaft,  as  any  other.  The  Agnjty 
ef  Great-Britain  has  been  honourably  fapported  indeed  |,  .Since  - 
the  Spiiniarfs  have  yielded  up  both  Nootka  and  all  that  we. 
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chofe  to  appropriate  to  ourfelves  on  tlje  unoccupied  eoaft  of 
America,  to  the  terror  of  our  arms.  Thus  to  unite  the  bleff- 
ings  of  peace  with  the  dignity  and  power  that  feldom  refult  but 
from  die  moft  fuccefsful  war,  is  the  very  height  and  contam- 
ination of  human  policy.  It  is  in  this  acceflion  of  dignity  and 
power  that  we  find  an  ample  as  well  as  noble  indemnification 
for  the  expence  of  our  naval  and  military  preparations.  In  i 
flourtfhing  and  extended  trade  we  (hall  foon  receive  full  com* 
penfation  for  our  expences  5  and  no  matter  what  the  intentions 
of  our  -enemies  may  be,  fo  long  as  we  are  permitted,  by  a  free 
range  over  the  globe,  to  draw  home  the  wealth  of  the  whole 
World  to  ourfelves  by  pur  manufactures ;  we  thereby  invigorate 
ourfelves  for  frefli  armaments,  whenever  new  inwlence  may 
provoke  a  conteft. 

Tfre  truth  is,  that  if,  on  the  one  hand,  it  can  feldom  happen 
that  there  is  not  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  peace,  fo,  on  tbfc 
other,  that  peace  is  feldom  lading  which  is  produced  without 
either  gratifying  or  humbling  pride  and  revenge,. and  fettled 
without  the  interference  of  powerful  guarantees.  Spain  ha$ 
conceded,  but  with  a  frowning  countenance,  and  ftill  grafping 
fhe  haiidle  of  the  fword;  and  the  will  undoubtedly  embrace  a 
more  favourable  opportunity  for  courting  a  /reflj  quarrel  wittk 
Great-Britain,  whenever  fhe  thinks  that  {he  may  rely  on  the  aid 
pf  France.    >  , 

FRANC*,      :  -  » 

'  in  which  public  affairs  are  ftill  in  extreme  confulion,  and  whidj 
appears  to  be  verging  to  a  civil  war,  is  not  in  a  condition  tq 
give  effe&ual  fupport  to  a  war  againft  Britain  at  the  prefent 
iridment.    The  tteady  moderation  of 

THE   EMPEROR   LEOPOLD, 

ahd  the  political  circumftanCes  of  all,  the  neighbouring  nations* 
fee'rti  to  confpire  for  the  end  of  reftorigg  peace  and  good  order . 
to  die  Aiiftrian  Netherlands.  There  Is  reafon  to  hope  that  th* 
goodfenfe  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  towns,  and  their  regard 
to  property,  prote&ed  by  the  juft  offers  of  Leopold,  and  the 
mediation  of  the  triple  league,  will  foon  prevail  over  the  Ample 
peifants,  though  aduated  by  the  bigotted  parttian*  of  Van« 
JSupen, 

THE  IMPRESS  OF  RUSSIA 

is  willing  te  make. peace  with  the  Porte,  on  condition  that  flie 
is  permitted  to  refume  and  to  profecute  her  pretenfions  when^ 
c^et  fee  pleafes.  Give  her  the  Crimea,  Oczakow,  Akiern^ap, 
^&e.  and  the  King  of  Pruffia,  with  his  allies,  entirely  neutral. 

What 
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4*#  Naikhal  JjfaiHL 

What  is  this  but  mockery?  ?  pacification 4o*  ferve  *n  »tifasfe<» 
diate  purpofej  to  be  broken  whcQ,  fetr  reftwrce*  Jure  fall,  <arti 
fcer  (quadrons  are  recruited.  •  .   ,* 

ADMINISTRATION* 

The  differences  that  arefaid  recently  to  hfcve  taken  place  hew 
tween  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  Chancellor  have,  as  nfoal,  evaporated  hi 
z  few  frowns  and  high  words  on  the  one  pai%  and  a  total  in* 
-difference  on  the  other.  It  was  an  eafy  matter,  if  one  peer 
would  not  defend  admin  titration,  to  create  another  that  would* 
It  may  be  doubted,  however,  whether  Lord  Gi>— vHle  will  have* 
the  fame  weight  and  authority  in  the  upper  hoine  as  the  Larrf 
Chancellor.  , 

PEERAGES. 


on 


•  Although  w*  *StiCervt  that  tio  injury  Is  'd«me  to  any  L 
dividtfal  by  a  multiplication  of  peers,  yet  the  difference  u« 
this  points,  bettfixt  France  and  E-ngland,  raifes  us  very  fortribly. 
In  the  former  kingdom*  peers  are  levelled  to  the  tfarfk  of  com- 
moners ;  but  from  the  onoftifion  of  creations  in  the  kft,  one  ii 
led  to  apprehend  that  itis  the  defign  of  the  minifter  to  ad  in  a 
different  manner,  and  to  Jink  the  namfc  of  commoner  by  exalting 


ERRATA  in  oot  ftirvifew  for  October. 

Jbg*  ±96,  Ikfes'ij  and  17  fromflife  bottom,  for  apes  read  affes* 

«97,  line  5,  dek  the  fijl)  ftop  after  thle  wferd  little,  and  infer* 
a  f  uU  flop  after  tfrc  word  metruptd  in  the  line  fofiowing. 


t^  Communications  for  The  English  Review  «#*  repto/leof  to 
l*pi*  fb  Mr.  MvaaAY,  No.  3*,  Reet-ftreet,  London;  **£*-#  &A. 
Jcritmrs  for  4U1  Momklj  Ptrformunc*  an  refieSftdlj  dsfirtd  to  m*  r* 
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ENGLISH     REVIEW, 

For     DECEMBER      1790. 


Art.  l\    Journal  of  a  Voyage  to  New  South  Wales ;  with  Sixty*  > 

r  Five  Plates   of  non-defcript  Animals,    Birds,    Lizards,    Ser-: 

penis,  curious  Cones  of  Trees  and  other  natural  Productions* '  Byi 

John  White*  Efq.~  Surgeon-General  to.  the  StfttimcnJi*    >j.tpt. 

Fine  Paper,  il.  5s*    Debrett*    London,  1790.  "'**'■      '  ^  , 

fpHOUGH  the  cdurttry  of  which  the  work  before  us  give& 
??  a  defcription  is  not  unexplored, .  and  that  np$hing  very  new^ 
can  be*  related  of  inhabitants  almoft  in  a  favage  ftate,  yet  thQ* 
formation  of  a  new  fettlement  muft  ever  be-int^refting  to  the 
mother  country.  This  account,  however,  has  other  recoup  j 
mendatipns.  The  Journal  being  regularly  taken  by  Mr.  Whiter1 
as  die  events  occurred^  his  descriptions  are  propbrtionably  lively,  * 
corre<9*  and  interfpejrfed  with  agreeable  anecdotes.  Many  of; 
thefe  may  perhaps  be  thought  of  little  confequence  tb  the  reader;  .\ 
bat  as  we  become  a  party  in  whatever  concerns  the  intereft  of  J 
one  Who  entertains  us  by  his  narrative,  fo  we  have,  jtiot .  founil  1 
ouriehres  weary  of  pretty. numerous  digreffions.  v 

Mr.  White  comments  his  Journal  from  his  arrival  at  PortC* 
mouth.     We  (hall  pafs  ovdr  fome  little  incidents  he-thoughtit  > 
neceflary  to  relate,  during  his  ftay  th$r£,  as  well  as  his  defcrip-  * 
tibn  of  the  whole  voyage,  having  already  given  a  fufficierit  ac-»  : 
count  of  this  in  our  review  of  a  former  publication.  <   -  > 

.  The  following  we  infert  rather  as  a  matter  of  duty  than  en*  : 
tertainment:  •  •   4 

'iiri.  rbv.  vol. xvi.  dec.  1790*  **  c  #  J  w^  - 
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*  I  went  on  board  the  Fifhburne  to  fee  the  boatfwain,  who,  on  (tg 
firft  night  of  the  new  year*  having  probably  drank  more  grog  than 
he  ougnt,  and  the  (hip  labouring  much;  had  fallen  from  the  top-fail 
yard,  by  which  he  bruifed  hixmelf  in  a  dreadful  manner.  The  man 
being  highly  fcorbutic,  the  parts  foon  mortified,  and  he  died  about 
half  an  hour  after  I  got  on  board.  The  mailer  of  the  (hip  fhewed 
evident  marks  of  great  concern  for  this  invaluablt  man,  as  he  termed 
him.  He  declared  to  me  that  fooner  than  venture  again  on  fo  long 
a  voyage  without  a  furgeon,  he  would  put  to  fea  with  lefe  than  bstff 
his  complement  of  men ;  for  he  was  (Irongly  of , opinion  that  if  die 
poor  fellow  had  received  immediate  affiftance  he  would  have  reco- 
vered. I  fhould  have  feen  him  fooner,  but  was  prevented  by  my 
own  indifferent  (late  of  health.  How  owners  of  (hips  can  think  of 
fending  them  through  fuch  a  variety  of  climates,  and  a  voyage  of  fo 
great  a  length,  without  a  furgeon,  is  to  me  a  matter  pf  furprife.  The 
Lady  Penrhyn,  owned*  by  Alderman  Curtis,  was  the  only  merchant 
fhip  in  our  fleet  that  Had  a  furgeon. v  What  the  others  will  do  on 
their  return,  Heaven  only  knows ;  but  this  I  well  know,  that  they 
would  never  have  reached  thus  far  but  for  the  fuccour  given  them  by 
myfelf  and  my  affiftants.* 

The  account  of  the  firft  arrival  at  Botany  Bay  has  the  merit 
of  being  told  in  a  manner  pleafing  even  to  a  landfnran ;  and  the 
defcription  of  the  natives  in  this,  and  every  other  paflage,  i* 
more  pjiilofophical,  and  marked. with  clofer  obfervations,  as  we 
might  expe&  from  a  profeffional  character : 

.  *  At  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  Sirius  and  convqy  made  fail, 
and  at  eight  anchored  in  eight  fathom  water,  Cape  Banks  E.  S.  E» 
Point  Solander.  S.  S.  £.  and  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  between  theie, 
two  lands,  W.  S.  W.  We  found  here  the  Supply  tender,  which  had 
arrived  the  18th,  and  the  Alexander,  Scarborough,  and  Friendfhip 
tranfports,  who  had  only  arrived  the  day  before.  To  fee  all  the 
fhips  fafe  in  their  deftined  port,  without  ever  having,  "by  any  acci- 
dent, been  one  hour  feparated,  and  all  the  people  in  as  good  health 
as  could  be  expected  or  hoped  for,  after  fo  long  a  voyage,  was  a 
fight  truly  pleafing,  and  at  which  every  heart  mail  rejoice.  As  we- 
failed  into  the  bay,  fome  of  the  natives  were  on  the  fhore,  looking 
with  feeming  attention  at  fuch  large  moving  bodies  coming  amongft 
them.  In  the  evening  the  boats  were  permitted  to  land  on  the  north 
fide,  in  order  to  get  water  and  grafs  for  the  little  dock  we  had  re* 
mainirig.  An  officer's  guard  was  placed  there  to  prevent  the  feamen 
from  draggling,  or  having  any  improper  intercourfe  with  the  na- 
tives. Captain  Hunter,  after  anchoring,  waited  on  the  governor, 
on  board  the  Supply,  who,  with  feveral  other  officers,  landed.  As 
they  rowed  along  the  fhore,  fome  of  the  natives  followed  the  boat ; 
but  on  her  putting  in  for  the  fhore,  they  ran  into  the  woods.  Some 
of  the  gentlemen,  however,  before  they  returned  on  board,  obtained 
an  interview  with  .them ;  during  which  they  fhewed  fome  diflruft, 
but  upon  the  whole  were  civilly  inclined*  The  boats  fent  to  haul  the 
^  .     feine 
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feine  returned,  having;  had  tolerable  fuccefs.  The  fifh  they  caught 
Were  bream,  mullet,  large  rays,  befides  many  other  (mailer  fpecies. 

'  *  1  ft.  The  governor,  Captain  Hunter,  and  the  two  matters  of 
the  men  of  war,  with  a  party  of  marines,'  fet  off  this  morning,  in  two 
rigged  long  boats,  to  examine  Port  Jackfon,  a  harbour  lying  a  little 
to  the  northward,  which  was  difcovered  by  Captain  Cook. 

*  23d.  The  party  returned  this  evening,  full  of  praifes  on  the 
extent  and  excellence  of  the  harbour,  as  well  as  the  fuperiority  of  the 

f  round,  water,  and  fituation,  to  that  of  Botany  Bay,  t  which,  I  own, 
oes  not,  iri  riiy  opinion,  by  any  means  merit  the  commendations 
Bellowed  On  it  by  the  much-Iaoiented  Cook  and  others,  whofe  names 
and  judgments  are  no  lefs  admired  and  efteemed;  During  his  excel- 
lency's abfence  the  lieutenant-governor  had  iflued  his  orders  to  land 
ill  the  artificers  that  could  be  found  among  the  convicts,  and  a  party 
6f  others,  to  clear*  the  ground  for  the  intended  town,  to  dig  faw- 
pits,  and  to  perform  every  thing  that  was  cflential  towards  the  works 
purpofed  to  be  carried  on.  Although  the  fpot  fixed  on  for  the  town 
ms  the  moft  eligible  that  could  be  chofen,  yet  I  fhink  it  would  never 
have  anfwered ;  the  ground  around  it  being  fandy,  poor,  and 
iWampy,  and  but  very  indifferently  fupplied  with  water.  The  fine 
xneadows  talked  of  in  Captain  Cook's  Voyage,  I  could  never  fee> 
though  I  took  fome  pains  to  find  them  out;  nor  have  I  ever  heard  of 
4  perfon  that  has  feen  any  parts  refembling  them.  While  the  people 
were  employed  on  fhore,  the  natives  came  feveral  times  among  them, 
and  behaved  with  a  kind  of  cautious  friendfhip.  One  evening, 
while  the  feine  was  hauling,  fome  of  them  were  prefent,  and  ex- 
prefTed  great  furprife  at  what  they  faw ;  giving  a  fhout  expreffive  of 
aftonifhment  and  joy,  when  they  perceived  the  quantity  that  was 
caught.  No  fooner  were  the  fifh  out  of  the  water,  than  they  began, 
to  lay  hold  of  them,  as  if  they  had  a  right  to  them,  or  that  they 
were  their  own  *  upon  which  the  officer  of  the  boat,  I  think  very 
properly,  retrained  them :  giving,  however,  to  each  of  them  a  part. 
They  did  not  at  firft  feem  very^well  pleafed  with  this  mode  of  pro- 
cedure; but  on  obferving  with  what,  jufrice  the  fifh  was  distributed, 
they  appeared  content. 

4  While  we  remained  at  Botany  Bay,  as  I  was  one  morning  on 
board  the  Supply,  we  faw  twenty-nine  of  the  natives  on  the  beach, 
looking  towards  the  fhipping;  upon  which  Lieutenants  Ball  and 
King,  Mr.  Dawes,  and  myfelf,  went  on  fhofe,  landing  at  the  place 
where  they  were.  They  were  friendly  and  pacific,  though  each  of 
them  was  armed  with  a  fpear  or  long  dart,  and  had  a  flick,  with  a 
fhell  at  the  end,  ufed  by  them  in  throwing  their  weapons.  Befides 
thefe,  fome  few  had  fhields  made  of  the  bark  of  the  cork-tree,  'of  a 
plain  appearance*  but  fufficient  to  ward  off  or  turn  their  own  wea- 
pons, fome  of  which  were  pointed  and  barbed  with  the  bones  of  fifh, 
fattened  on  with  fome  kind  of  ajdhefive  gum.  One  of  the  moft 
friendly,  and  who  appeared  to  be  the  moft  confident,  on  figns  being 
made  to  him,  ftuck  the  end  of  his  fhield  in  the  (and,  but  could  not 
be  prevailed  upon  to  throw  his  fpear  at  it.  Finding  he  declined  it, 
1  fired  a  piftol  ball  through  it.    The  exploiion  frightened  him,  as 

C  c  z  well " 
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well  as  hit  companions,  a  little;  bat  they  foon  got  over  it,  and  of 

my  putting  the  piftol  into  my  pocket,  he  took  up  the  fhield,  and  apr 
peared  to  be  much  furpfifed  at  finding  it  perforated.  He  then,  by 
iigns  and  gefturcs,  feemed  to  afk  if  the  piftol  would  make  a  hole 
through  him  ;  and,  on  being  made  fenfible  that  it  would,  he  (hewed 
not  the  fmalleft  iigns  of  fear ;  on  the  contrary,  he  endeavoured,  as 
we  conftruea  his  motions,  to  imprefs  us  with  an  idea  of  the  fuperiority 
of  his  own  arms,  which  he  applied  to  his  breaft,  and  by  daggering, 
and  a  (hew  of  falling;,  feemed  to  wi(h  us  to  underhand  that  the  force 
and  effect  of  them  was  mortal,  and  not  to  be  refilled.  However, 
I  am  well  convinced  that  they  know  and  dread  the  fuperiority  of  our 
arms,  notwithstanding  this  (hew  of  indifference  j  as  they,  on  all  oc- 
casions, have  difcovered  a  did  ike  to  a  mufquet :  and  fo  very  foon  did 
they  make  themfejves  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  our  military 
drefs,  that  from  the  firft  they  carefully  avoided  a  foldier,  or  any  per- 
fon  wearing  a  red  coat,  which  they  teem  to  have  marked  as  a  fight- 
ing vefture.  Many  of  their  warriors,  or  diftinguiflied  men,  we  ob- 
ferved  to  be  painted  in  ftripes,  acrois  the  bread  and  back,  which,  at 
fome  little  diftance,  appears  not  unlike  our  foldiers  crofs  belts.'       , 

Mr.  White  feems  more  particular  in  defcribing  the  difficulties 
Attending  the  new  fettlement  than  the  editor  of  die  former  pub- 
lication ; 

J  Th£  principal  bufinefs  now  going  forward  is  the  erecting  huts  for 
the  marines  and  convicts,  with  the  cabbage-tree.  We  have  Been  here 
nearly  fix  months,  and  four  officers  only  have  as  yet  got  huts ;  when 
the  reft  will  be  provided  with  them  feems  uncertain ;  but  this  I  well 
know,  that  living  in  tents,  as  the  rainy  feafon  has  commenced,  is 
truly  uncomfortable,  and  likely  to  give  a  fevere  trial  to  the  ftrongeft 
stnd  mod  robuft  conftitution. 

«  The  trees  of  this  country  are  immenfely  large,  and  clear  of 
branches  to  an  amazing  height.  While  (landing,  many  of  them  look 
fair  and  good  to  the  eye,  and  appear  fufficient  to  make  a  maft  for  the 
largeft  (hip ;  but,  when  cut  down,  they  are  fcarcely  convertible  to  any 
life  whatever.  At  the  heart  they  are  full  of  veins,  through  which  an* 
amazing  quantity  of  an  aftringent  red  gum  MTueV  This  gum  I  have 
fpund  very  ferviceable  in  an  obftinate  dyfentery  that  raged  at  our  firft 
landing/ and  (till  continues  to  do  fo,  though  with  lefs  obftinacy  and 
violence.  When  thefe  trees  are  fawed,  and  any  way  eXpofed  to  the 
fun,  the  gum  melts,  or  gets  fo  very  brittle,  that  the  wood  falls  to 
pieces,  and  appears  as  if  the  pieces  had  been  joined  together  with ' 
this  fubftance.  How  any  kind  of  houfes,  except  thofe  built  of  the 
cabbage-tree,  can  be  raifed  up,  the  timber  being  fo  exceedingly  bad, 
it  is  impoffible  to  determine. 

*  1  have  already  faid  that  the  done  of  this  country  is  well  calculated 
for  building,  could  any  kind  of  cement  be  found  to  keep  them  to- 
gether. As  for  lime-ftone,  we  have  not  yet  drfco^red  any  in  the 
country ;  and  the  (hells  collected  for  that  purpofe  have  been  but  in- 
confiderable.  From  Captain  Cook's  account,  one  would  be  led  to  fup- 
pofe  that  oyfter  and  cockle  (hells  might   be  procured  in  fuch 

quantities 
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Quantities  as  to  make  a  fufficiency  of  lime  for  the  purpofe  of  con- 
ftrutting  at  leaft  a  few  public  buildings ;  but  this:  is  by  no  means  the 
cafe.  That  great  navigator,  notwithstanding  his  ufual  accuracy  and 
candour,  was  certainly  too  lavifh  of  his  praifes  on  Botany  Bay. 

*  The  peculiarity  I  have  mentioned  relative  to  the  wood  of  this 
place  is  ftrange.  There  are  only  three  kinds  of  it,  an£  neither  of 
them  Will  float  on  the  water.  We  have  found  another  refin  here,  not 
unlike  the  balfamTolu  in  fmell  and  elfe&,  but  differing  widely  in  co- 
lour, being  of  a  clear  yellow*  which  exudes  from  the  trees.  Thw, 
however,  is  not  to  be  met  with  in  fuch  quantities  as  the  red  gum  be- 
fore mentioned ;  nor  do  I  think  that  its  medicinal  virtues  are  by  any 
means  fo  powerful.  A  kind  of  earth  has  been  difcovered  which  makes 
good  bricks ;  but  we  (till  are  in  want  of  a  cement  for  them  as  well 
as  for  the  ftohe.' 

The  following  little  incident  marks  the  character  of  the  na- 
tives in  a  more  lively  manner  than  any  we  have  been  able  to 
collect: 

*  25th.  We  fat  off  early  in  the  morning  to  look  at  the  branch  of 
Broken  Bay,  which  we  had  feen  the  evening  before,  and  were  led  to 
it  by  a  path  not  very  much  frequented*  At  the  head  of  this  branch} 
we  found  a  frefh  water  river,  which  took  its  rife  a  little  above,  oat  of. 
a  fwamp.  Such  is  the  origin  and  fource  of  every  river  we  have  yet 
difcovered  in  this  country ;  though  few,  when  compared  to  thofe  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world.  It  is  very  extraordinary  that  in  alt 
this  extenfive  tract,  a  living  fpring  has  not  yet  been  explored.  On 
this  river  we  faw  many  ducks  and  teal.  Mr.  Creffwell  fhot  one  of; 
the  latter,  and  1  mot  one  of  the  former.  They  were  b6th  weJl  tailed, 
and  good  of  their  kind.  At  the  head  of  this  branch  we  found  the 
country  rough  and  impaflable.  Having  followed  the  courfe  of  the 
river  to  its  origin  we  that  day  returned  to  Manly  Cove,  where  we 
furprifed  two  old  men,  an  old  woman,  a  grown-up  girl,  and  thirteen 
children,  in  a  hut  When  the  children  faw.  us  approach,  they  all  ga- 
thered themfelves  clofely  together  around  the  girl ;  they  cried,  and 
feeraed  much  terrified.  The  old  men-  mewed  fiich  diflike  to  our 
looking  at  them,  that  the  governor  and  the  reft  of  the  party  with- 
drew to  fome  little  diftance  to  dine.  Some  pf  the  children,  on  feeing 
al)  the  party  gone  but  myfelf  and  another  gentleman,  began  to  laugh, 
and  thus  proved  that  their  fears  had  vaniihed.  When  we  joined  the 
reft  of  the  party,  the  old  man  followed  us  in  a  very  friendly  manner, 
and  took  part  of  every  kind  of  provifion  we  had ;  but  he  at?  none 
of  it  in  our  fight.  The  women  and  children  ftood  at  fome  diftance, 
and  beckoned  tq  us  when  the  men,  of  whom  they  feem,ed  to  Hand  in 
yery  great  dread,  had  turned  their  backs. 

'  As  foon  as  we  had  dined  and  refrelhed  ourfelves,  the  governor, 
by  himfejf,  went  4own  to  them,  and  diftributed  fome  prefents  among 
them,  which  foon  gained  their  friendfhip  and  confidence.  By  this 
time  fixteen  canoes,  that  were  out  fifhing/  came  clofe  to  the  fppt 
where  we  were,  and  there  lay  on  their  paddles,  which  they  managed 
with  wonderful  dexterity  and  addrefs ;  mimicking  us,  and  indulging 
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in  their  own  merriment.  After  many  figns  and  entreaties,  one  of  tig 
women  ventured  to  the  governor,  who  was  by  himfelf,  and,  with 
feemingly  great  timidity,  took  from  him  feme  finaU  fijhing-lines  and 
hocks  '9  articles  which  they  hold  in  great  eitimation.  This  made  her 
lefs  fearful ,-  and  in  a  little  time  fhe  became  perfectly  £ree  and  unre-r 
drained.  Her  conduct  influenced  many  others*  who  came  on  fhore 
for.  what  they  could  procure.  Many  of  them  were  painted  about  the 
head,  breaft,  and  moulders,  with  fome  white  fubftance.  None  of 
thofe  who  were  thus  ornamented  came  on  fhore,  till  by  fjgns  we  made 
them  underfland  that  we  intended  to  offer  them  fome  prefents  jand 
even  then  only  one  of  them  ventured.  To  this  perfon  Lieutenant 
CrefTwell  gave  a  white  pocket  handkerchief,  with  which  fhe  feemed 
much  pleafed.  Every  gentleman  now  Jingled  out  a  female,  and  pre- 
sented her  with  fome  trinkets,  not  forgetting*  at  the  fame  time,  tq 
bellow  gifts  upon  fome  of  her  family,  whom  (he  took  considerable 
pains  to  make  known,  left  they  (bould  fall  into  the  hands  of  fuch  as 
did  not  belong  to  her.  It  was  remarked  that  all  the  women  and 
children  (an  old  woman  excepted)  had  the  little  finger  of  the  left 
hand  taken  off  at  the  fecond  joint;  the  flump  of  which  was  as  wety 
Covered  as  if  the  operation  bad  been  performed  by  a  furgeoru 

'  While  we  were  thus  employed  among  the  women,  a  body  of  men 
came  out  of  the  woods  with  a  new  canoe,  made  of  cork.  It  was  one 
of  the  beft  we  had  obferved  in  this  country ;  though  it  fell  very  fhor{ 
of  thofe  which  I  have  feen  among  the  American  or  tyfufquito-fhore 
Indians,  who,  in  improvements  of  every  kind,  the  Indians  of  this 
country  are  many  centuries  behind.  The  men  had  alfo  with  them) 
fome  new  paddles,  fpears,  and  fifhi-eigs,  which  they  had  juft  been 
making.  They  readily  ihewed  us  the  u/e  of  every  thing  they  had 
with  them.  Indeed  they  always  behave  with  an  apparent  civility 
when  they  fall  in  with  men  that  are  armed ;  but  when  they  meet  per- 
sons unarmed,  they  feldom  fail  to  take  every  advantage  of  them. 

*  Thofe  females  who  were  arrived  at  the  age  of  puberty  did  not 
wear  a  covering ;  but  aH  the  female  children,  and  likewife  the  girls., 
wore  a  flight  kind  of  covering  before  them,  made  of  the  fur  of  the 
kangaroo ,  twifted  into  threads.  While  we  went  towards  the  party  of 
men  that  came  out  of  the  woods  with  the  new  canoe,  all  the  women 
landed,  and  began  to  broil  their  fim,  of  which  they  had  a  large  quan- 
tity. There  feemed  to  be  no  harmony  or  hofpitality  among  them. 
However,  the  female  to  whom  I  paid  the  moft  attention  gave  me> 
but  not  until  I  afked  her  for  it,  fome  of  the  fi(h  which  (he  was  ea,U 
ing.     She  had  thrpwn  it  on  the  fire,  but  it  was  fcarcely  warm. 

•  Many  of  the  women  were  flraight,  well  formed,  and  lively.  My 
companion  continued  to  exhibit  a  number  of  coquettifh  airs  while  1 
was  decorating  her  head,  neck,  and  arms,  with  my  pocket  and  neck 
handkerchiefs,  which  1  tore  into  ribbons,  as  if  defirous  of  multiplying 
two  preients  into  feveral.  Having  nothing  left,  except  the  buttons 
of  my  coat,  on  her  admiring  them,  I  cut  them  away,  and  with  a 
piece  of  firing  tied  them  round  her  waifh  Thus  ornamented,  and 
thus  delighted  with  her  new  acquirements,  fhe  turned  from  me  with 

*    a  look  of  inexpreffible  archnefs. 

•  Before 
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*  Uefore  the  arrival  of  the  boats,  which  was  late,  the  natives 
pointed  to  a  hawlc,  and  made.figns  to  us  to  moot  it.  It  had  alighted 
upon  an  adjoining  tree,  and  the  governor  defired  that  I  would  bring 
it  down.  The  report  of  the  gun  frightened  them  very  much.  Some 
ran  away;  but  on  perceiving  that  no  harm  was  intended  againft  them, 
they  returned,  and  were  highly  plfeafed  to  fee  the  hawk  prefented  by 
the  governor  to  a  young  girl,  who  appeared  to  be  the  daughter  of 
the  moft  diftinguiihed  amongft  them.' 

Having  given  moft  of  the  particulars  in  a  former  number,  and 
added  only  fuch  as  were  either  reprefented  with  flight  differences, 
or  with  more  particularity  in  this,  we  fliall  conclude  with  a  few 
general  remarks  on  the  future  profpect  of  the  fettlement. 

It  muft  be  obvious  to  all,  that,  while  the  immenfe  diftance 
from  the  mother  country  adds  greatly  to  the  expence  of  the  co-r 
lony,  it  at  the  fame  time  precludes  every  poifibility  of  return  to 
the  convicts.  While  the  difficulty  attending  any  intercourfe 
with  the  natives  may  be  thought  toprevent  the  acquifition  of 
many  conveniencies  which,  by  their  afliftance,  might  be  procured 
with  eafe,  it  has  its  advantages  in  fecuring  the  convicts  from  any 
migration  among  them  5  as  there  cannot,  for  a  confiderable 
time,  be  any  fpecies  of  manufacture  produced  by  the  fettlers, 
and  as  there  appear*  the  natives  have  no  commodity  to  barter, 
a  mutual  communication  ifc  of  lefs  confequence.  The  other 
difficulties  are  certainly  numerous,  and  likely  to  be  lafting.  The 
great  fcarcity  of  building  materials ;  the  oad  fuccefs  with  the 
cattle,  the  grain,  and  the  fma^l  fupply  of  water;  are  likely  to 
increafe  the  number  of  fick,  and  confequently  to  protract  all 
the  neceflary  bufinefs  of  an  infant  fettlement.  It.  is  much  to  be 
regretted  alio  that  the  habits  of  fome  of  the  convicts  are  fo  in-* 
veterate  and  fixed  as  to  have  obliged  the  governor  to  snake  a  fa- 
crifice  of  fome  where  every  life  is  of  fuch  confequence.  The 
want  of  any  fpecies  of  wood  that  is  buoyant  prevents  the  build- 
ing of  thofe  fmall  craft  which  might  be  fo  ufeful  in  procuring 
filh ;  a  fpecies  of  fuftenance  on  which  the  colonifts  muft  often 
depend  to  preferve  them  from  the  dreadful  effects  of  fcurvy.  And 
it  cannot  but  be  a  melancholy  confideration,  that  while  the  new 
fettlers  are  fifhing  along  the  coaft,  they  are  depriving  the  natives 
of  the  only  means  of  fupport  with  which  Nature  has  fupplied 
them.  The  inland  country  affords  none  of  thofe  efculent  fruit 
trees  which,  in  tropical  climates,  fupply  a  grateful  nourifh- 
ment,  and  almoft  without  the  aid  of  cultivation :  the  animals 
are  fmall,  and  few  in  number,  the  country  too  much ,  incum- 
bered with  underwood  to  admit  of  hunting ;  rjor  have  the  na*. 
lives  any  means  of  bringing  down  the  larger  birds.  Fern  leaves 
appear  to  be  the  only  vegetable  in  ufe  among  them;  and  it 
requires  hq  argument  to  fhew  how  little  nourifliment  can  be 
%    C  c  4  derived 
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derived  from  fubftances  fo  fibrous.  Under  thefe  circumftances, 
the  governor  feems  to  have  adopted  the  moft  judicious  and  hu- 
mane plans  the  nature  of  his  fituation  could  admit ;  but  it  is 
much  to  be  feared  many  difficulties  remain  that  muft  be  alto- 
gether infurmountable  for  a  time.  If»  however,  we  look  to  a 
more  remote  period,  when  the  induftry  of  the  colonifts  fhall 
have  made  the  earth  fubfervient  to  the  wants  of  Nature,  every 
advantage  feems  in  profped  that  can  be  dcfired.  A  climate  well 
fuited  to  European  confutations ;  a  country  too  large  ever  to  be 
completely  peopled,  and  fo  thinly  inhabited  as  to  preclude  any 
apprehenhon  from  the  incurfions  of  the  ill-armed  aborigines  >  a 
'permanent  fettlement  in  thofe  tranquil  feas,  which  may  probably 
become  the  annual  refort  of  a  vaft  number  of  Englifh  traders, 
and  a  convenient  harbour  for  a  traffic  likely  to  be  eftablifhed 
between  the  north-weft  coaft  of  America  and  Ada.  Thefe  are 
certainly  advantages  well  worth  attention,  and  of  fuch  magni- 
tude as  may  induce  a  politician,  who  views  things  on  a-  great 
fcale,  to  overlook  thofe  temporary  difficulties  that  muft  ever  at- 
tend a  new  and  great  undertaking. 


ART.  II.  Sermons*  by  Hugh  Blair>  D.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Edinb. 
one  of  the  Minijlers  if  the  High  Church,  and  Profeffbr  tf  Rhe- 
toric and  Belies  Lettres  in  the  Univerfity  of  Edinburgh.  Vol.  II L 
8vo.  6s.  boards.  Cadell,  London;  Creech,  Edinburgh, 
1790. 

[  Concluded.  ] 

'T^HE  two  fucceeding  fermons,  on  Idlenefs  and  a  Senfe  of  the 
*■    Divine  Prefences  are  complete  compofitions  of  the  kind  j 
but  the  next,  on  Patience,  is,  in  many  refpeds,  more  ftrilcing 
and  characteriftic  of  the  author.     The  following  pailage,  being  ' 
the  leaft  connected,  we'  have  felecled  it : 

4  I.  Patience  under  provocations.  The  wide  circle  of  human  (b- 
ciety  is  diverlified  by  an  endlefs  variety  of  characters,  difpofitions, 
and  paffions.  Uniformity  is,  in  no  rcfpeCt,  the  genius  of  the  world. 
Every  man  is  marked  by  fome  peculiarity  which  diftinguifhes  him 
from  another ;  and  no  where  can  two  individuals  be  found  who  are 
exadtly,  and  in  all  refpeds,  alike.  Where  fo  much  diversity  obtains, 
it  cannot  but  happen  that,  in  the  intercourfe  which  men  are  obliged 
to  maintain,  their  tempers  fhall  often  be  ill  adjufted  to  that  inter* 
courfe ;  fhall  jar  and  interfere  with  each  other.  Hence,  in  every  fta- 
tion  the  hfgheft  as  well  as  the  loweft,  and  in  every  condition  of  life, 
public,  private,  and  domefiic,  occafions  of  irritation  frequently  arife. 
We  are  provoked  fometimes  by  the  folly  and  levity  of  thofe  with 
whom  we  are  connected;  fometimes  by  their  indifference  or  aegk&; 
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by  the  incivility  of  a  friend,  the  haughtinefs  Of  a  fiiperior,  or  the 
infolent  behaviour  of  one  in  lower  ftation.  Hardly  a  day  pafles  with- 
out fomewhat  or  other  occurring  which  ferves  to  ruffle  tile  man  of  im- 
patient fpirit.  Of  courfe,  fuch  a  man  lives  in  a  continual  ftorm.  He 
knows  not  what  it  is  to  enjoy  a  train  of  good  humour.  Servants* 
neighbours,  friends,  fpouie,  and  children,  all,  through  the  unre- 
flrained  violence  of  his  temper,  become  fources  of  diftuvbaace  and 
vexation  to  him*  In  vain  is  affluence,  in  vain  are  health  and  prof* 
perity.  The  leaft  trifle  is  fufficient  to  difcompofe  his  mind  and  poifoa 
his  pleafures.  His, very  amufements  are  mixed  with  turbulence  and 
paflion.  i 

*  I  would  befeech  this  man  to  confider  of  what  finall  moment  the 
provocations  which  he  receives,  or  at  leaft  imagines  himfelf  to  re- 
ceive, are  really  in  themfelves ;  but  of  what  great  moment  he  makes 
them,  by  fuffering  them  to  deprive  him  of  the  pofleflion  of  himfelf* 
I  would  befeech  him  to  confider  how  many  hours  of  happinefs  he 
throws  away,  which  a  little  more  patience  would  allow  him  to  en* 
joy ;  and  how  much  he  puts  it  in  the  power  of  the  mod  infignificaiit 
perfons  to  render  him  miferable.  'But  who  can  expecV  we  hear 
nim  exclaim,  '  that  he  is  to  pofTefs  the  infenfibility  of  a,  ftone?  How 
is  it  poflible  for  human  nature  to  endure  fo  many  repeated  provoca- 
tions ?  or  to  bear  calmly  with  fuch  unreafonable  behaviour  V — My 
brother !  if  you  can  bear  with  no  inftances  of  unreafonable  beha- 
viour, withdraw  yourfelf  from  the  world.  You  are  no  longer  fit  to 
live  in  it.  Leave  the  intercourse  of  men.  Retreat  to  the  mountain 
and  the  defert;  or  (hut  yourfelf  up  in  a  cell;  for  here,  in  the  midft 
of  fociety,  0 fences  muji  come.  You  might  as  well  expect,  when  you 
beheld  a  calm  atmoiphcre  and  a  clear  Iky/  that  no  clouds  were  ever 
to  rife,  and  no  winds  to  blow,  as  that  your  life  was  long  to  proceed 
without  receiving  provocations  from  human  frailty.  The  carelels 
and  the  imprudent,  the  giddy  and  the  fickle,  the  ungrateful  and  the 
interefted,  every  where  meet  us.  They  are  the  briars  and  the  thorns 
with  which  the  paths  of  human  life  are  befet.  He  only  who  can 
hold  his  courfe  among  them  with  patience  and  equanimity,  he  who  is 
prepared  to  bear  what  he  mult  expeft  to  happen,  is  worthy  of  the 
name  of  a  man. 

•  Did  you  only  preferve  yourfelf  compofed  for  a  moment,  yon 
would  perceive  the  infignificancy  of  moft  of  thofe  provocations  which 
you  magnify  fo  highly.  When  a  few  funs  more  have  rolled  over  your 
head  the  fiorm  will  have,  of  itfelf,  (ubfided;  the  caufe  of 'your  pre- 
fent  impatience  and  difturbance  will  be  utterly  forgotten.  Can  you  - 
Hot,  then,  anticipate  this  hour  of  calmnefs  to  yourfelf,  and  begin 
to  enjoy  the  peace  which  it  will  certainly  bring  f  If  others  have 
behaved  improperly,  leave  them  to  their  own  folly,  without  becom- 
ing the  victim  of  their  caprice,  and  punifhing  yourfelf  on  their  ac- 
count.—Patience,  in  this  exercife  of  it,  cannot  be  too  much  ftudied 
by  all  who  wifh  their  life  to  flow  in  a  fmooth  itream.  it  is  the  reafon 
of  a  man  in  oppoiition  to  the  paflion  of  a  child ;  it  is  the  enjoy* 
sent  of  peace,  in  oppoiition  to  uproar  and  confufion.  <  He  that 
hath  no  rule  over  his  own  fpirit,  is  like  a  city  that  is  broken  4own, 
and  without  walls;1 

As 
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As  theobj«&  of  this  fermon  is  to  teach  lis  a  proper  compofore 
under  foppojed  or  real  misfortunes,  fo  the  fucceeding  one  is  to 
impreft  us  with  a  decent  moderation  in  the  pofleffibn  or  profpe& 
of  affluence.  The  following  paflage  marks  the  Doctor's  talent 
at  handling  fubje&s  altogether  practical : 

*  Moderation  in  our  pleafures  is  an  important  cxercife  of  the  vir~ 
toe  which  we  are  now  considering.  It  is  an  invariable  law  of  oar 
prcfent  condition,  that  every  pleafure  which  is  purfued  to  excel* 
converts  itfeif  into  poifon.  What  was  intended  for  the  cordial  and 
jefrefhment  of  human  life,  through  want  of  moderation,  we  tarn 
to  ks  bane.  In  all  the  pleafures  of  fenfe  it  is  apparent  that 
imly  when  indulged  within  certain  limits  they  confer"  fati£- 
fa&ion.  No  fooner  do  we  pafs  the  line  which  temperance  has 
drawn  than  pernicious  effe&s  come  forward  and  (hew  themfelves. 
Could  I  lay  open  to  yotfr  view  the  monuments  of  death,  they  would 
jread  a  le&ure  in  fayour  of  moderation  much  more  powerful  than  any 
that  thrmoft  eloquent  preacher  can  give.  You  would  behold  the 
graves  peopled  with  the  vi&tms  of  intemperance.  You  would  behold 
thofe  chambers  of  darfcnefs  hung  round  on  every  fide  with  the 
trophies  of  luxury,  drunkennefs,  and  fenfuality.  So  numerous  would 
jon  find  tbo|e  martyrs  of  iniquity,  that  it  may  fafery  be  afferted,  where 
war  or  pem^Jeace  have  flain  their  thoufands,  intemperate  pleaforc  has 
Jain  its  ten  thoufands. 

*  While  the  want  of  moderation  in  pleafure  brings  men  to  an  un- 
timely grave,  at  the  feme  time,  until  they  arrive  there,  it  purines 
and  atitkls  them  with  evils 'innumerable.  To  what  caufe,  fo  much 
**  $o  this,,  are  owing  faded  youth  and  premature  old  age ;  an  ener- 
vated body,  and  an  enfeebled  mind;  together  with  all  t!fcat  long 
S9KBR  of  difeaies  which  the  indulgence  of  appetite  and  fenfe  have  in- 
troduced into  the  world?  Health,  cheerfulnefs,  and  vigour,  are 
known  to  be  the  offspring  of  temperance.  The  man  of  moderation 
brings  to  all  the  natural  and  innocent  pkafures  of  life  that  found,  un~ 
corrupted  reli(h,  which  gives  him  a  much  fuller  enjoyment  of  them 
than  the  palled  and  vitiated  appetite  of  the  volnptuary  allows  him 
to  know.  He  culls  the  -flower  of  every  allowable  gratification,  with- 
out dwelling  Upon  it  until  the  flavour  be  loft.  He  taijes  the  fweet  of 
every  pleafure,  without  purfuing  it  till  the  bitter  dregs  rife  ;  whereas 
the  man  of  oppofite  character  dips  fo  deep  that  he  never  fails  tb  ftir 
an  impure  and  noxious  fediment,  which  lies  at  the  bottqm  of  the 
cup.  In  the  pleafures,  befides,  which  are  regulated  by  moderation* 
there  is  always  that  dignity  which  goes  along  with  innocence.  No 
man  needs  to  be  aihamed  of  them.  They  are  confident  with  ho- 
nour, with  the  favour  of  God  and  of  man.  But  the  fenfualitt,  who 
di&aias  all  reftraint  in  his  pleafures,  is  odious  in  the  public  eye.  His 
vices  become  grofs,  his  character  contemptible,  and  he  ends  in  being 

'  a  burden,  both  to  himfelf  and  to  focrety.' 

Sermon  the  thirteenth,  on^the  Joy  and  Bitternefs  of  the  Heart, 
is  chiefly  dire&ed  to  teach  u&  how  little  acquainted  we  ace  with 
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ft*  interior  Jhfe  $f  thofe  whom  we  are  apt  to  look  qh  as  pecu* 
Marly  happy,  and  how  little  we, know  of  ourfelves  when  we  con-* 
ceive  the  acquifition  of  wealth  or  any  favourite  objeft  woulcj 
prove  fuflicient  to  fecure  us  that  felicity  which,  if  we  would 
fake  ajuft  view  of  ourN  fituation,  and  lay  afide  the  reftleflhefe 
that  blinds  us  in  the  eagernefs  of  oujr  purfuits,  we  fljoujd  proba- 
bly find  already  in  our  power.  Here  our  author  again  difcor 
vers  his  talent  at  defcribing  the  domeftic  fcencs  of  private  lifo 
with  an  exa&nefs  that  muft  be  ftriking,  yet  with  a  dignity  that 
the  familiar  nature  of  the  fubjeft  apes  not  at  all  leflenu 

The  next  fermon,  on  Characters  of  imperfect  Goodnefs,  is 
taken  from  the  circumftances  and  character  of  the  young  ruler- 
as  defcribed  by  St.  Mark.  This  is  a  fubje&  peculiarly  fuited  to 
the  pen  of  Dr.  Blair ;  and  though  it  is  not  neceflary  to  give  any 
proof  of  it,  yet  the  following  paflage  is  fo  ftriking  that  we  can«f 
jiot  but  lay  it  before  our  readers : 

*  Good-nature,  for  inftance,  is  in  danger  of  running  Into  that 
unlimited  complaifance  which  affimilates  men  to  the  ioofe  manners 
of  tho(e  whom  (hey  find  around  them.  %Pliant  and  yielding  in  their 
temper,  they  have  not  force  to  Hand  by  the  decisions  of  their  own 
minds,  with  regard  to  right  and  wrong.  Like  the  animal  which  is 
iaid  to  aflume  the  colour  of  every  object  to  which  it  is  applied,  they 
Jpfe.  all  proper  chara&er  of  their  own,  and  are  formed  by  the  cha- 
racters of  thofe  with  whom  they  chance  to  aflbciaas.  The  mild  are 
3pt  to  fink  into  habits  of  indolence  and  floth.  ^  The  cheerful  and  guy, 
when  warmed  by  pleafure  and  mirth,  lofe  that  fobrkty  and  fetf-denial 
which  is  effenjtial  to  the  fupport  of  virtue.  Even  modefty  and  fab* 
jpifiion,  qualities  fo  valuable  in  themfelves,  and  fb  highly  orna- 
mental to  youth,  fometimes  degenerate  into  a  vicious  timidity ;  « 
timidity  which  reftrains  men  from  doing  their  doty  with  firmnefs: 
which  cannot  Hand  the  frown  of  the  great,  the  reproach  of  the  mul- 
titude, or  even  the  ridicule  and  fheer  of  the  fcorner. 

'  Nothing  can  be  more  amiable  than  a  conftant  defire  to  pleafe, 
and  an  unwilHngnefs  to  offend  or  hurt*  Yet  in  characters  where  this 
js  a  predominant  feature,  defe&s  are  often  found.  Fond  always  to 
oblige,  and  afraid  to  utter  any  disagreeable  truth,  fuch  perfons  are 
fometimes  led  to  diflemble.  Their  love  of  truth  is  iacrificed  to  their 
love  of  pleafyjg.  Thei*  fpeech  and  their  manners  aflume  a  ftudied 
courtefy.  You  cannot  always  depend  on  their  fmile;  nor,  When 
they  promife,  be  fure  of  the  performance.  They  mean  and  intend 
well  j  but  the  good  intention  is  temporary.  Like  wax,  they  yield 
eafily  to  every  impreffion ;  and  the  tranfient  friend  (hip  contracted 
with  one  pgrian,  is  effaced  by  the  next.  Undiftinguifhing  defire  to 
oblige  often,  proves,  in  the  prefent  date  of  human  things,  a  dangerous 
habit.  They  who  cannot,  on  many  occasions,  give  a  firm  and  lieady 
denial,  or  who  cannot  break  off  a  connexion  which  has  been  nattily 
and  improperly  formed,  ftand  on  the  brink  of  many.mifchiefs.  They 
will  be  feduced  by  the  corrupting,  enihared  by  the  artful,  betrayed 
8  by. 
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by  thofe  in  wtom  they  had  placed  their  truft.  Unfufpicion*  them- 
lelves,  they  were  flattered  with  the  belief  of  having  many  friends 
around  them.  Elated  with  fanguine  hopes  and  cheerful  fpirits,  they 
reckoned  that  *  to-morrow  would  be  as  this  day,  and  more  abundant*9 
Injudicious  liberality  and  thoughtlefs  profufion  are  the  conference  ; 
vntil,  in  the  end,  the  freights  to  which  they  are  reduced  bring  them 
into  mean  or  di (honourable  courfes.  Through  innocent,  but  un- 
guarded weaknefs,  and  from  want  of  the  fever er  virtues,  they  are,  in 
procefs  of  time,  betrayed  into  downright  crimes.  Such  may  be  the 
conclufion  of  thofe,  who,  like  the  young  ruler  before  us,  with 
many  amiable  and  promifing  difpofxtions,  had  begun,  their  career  in 
life.  * 

€  III.  Such  perfbrs  jire  not  prepared  for  fuftaining,  with  pro- 
priety and  dignity,  the  diftrefles  to  which  our  date  is  liable.  They 
were  equipped  for  the  feafon  of  funfhine  and  ferenity ;  but  when  the 
iky  is  overcaft,  and  the  days  of  darknefs  come,  their  feeble  minds  are 
deftltute  of  (belter,  and  ill  provided  for  defence.  Then  is  the  time 
when  more  hardy  qualities  are  required;  when  courage  muft  face 
danger,  conftancy  fupport  pain,  patience  poftefs  itfelf  in  the  midft 
of  difcouragements,  magnanimity  difplay  its  contempt  of  threatenings; 
If  thofe  high  virtues  be  altogether  Grangers  to  the  mind,  the  mttd 
and  gentle  will  certainly  fink  under  the  torrent  of  difafters,— The . 
ruler  in  the  text  could  plead  that  his  behaviour  to  others,  in  the 
courfe  of  focial  life,  had  been  unexceptionable.  So  far  the  reflec- 
tion on  "his  conduit  would  afford  him  comfort  amidft  adverlity.  But 
bo  man  is  without  failings.  In  the  dejecting  feafon  of  trouble  it  will 
occur  to  every  one  that  he  "has  been  guilty  of  frequent  tranfgreffion; 
that  much  of  what  ought  to  feave  been  done  was  ntglc&ed  j  and  that 
Binch  of  what  has  been  done  had  better  have  been  omitted.  In  fuch 
filiations,  when  a  thoufand  apprehenfions  arife  to  alarm  conscience, 
nothing  is  able  to  quiet  its  uneafinefs,  except  a  well-grounded  truft  ja 
the  mercy  and  acceptance  of  Heaven.  It  is  firm  religious  principle, 
a&ing  upon  a  manly  and  enlightened  mind,  that  gives  dignity  to 
the  character,  and  compofure  to  the  heart,  under  all  the  troubles  of 
the  world.  This  enables  the  brave  and  virtuous  man  with  fucceiV 
to  buffet  the  florin ;  while  he,  who  had  once  fparkled  in  fociety  with 
all  the  charms  of  gay  vivacity,  and  had  been  the  delight  of  every 
circle  in  which  he  was  engaged,  remains  difpirited,  overwhelmed, 
and  annihilated*  ia  the  evil  thy.' 

We  have  next  an  admirable  fermon  on  trie  Lord's  Supper  as 
a  Preparation  for  Death,  in  which  we  are  taught,  not  that  its 
administration  fhould  be  deferred  to  a  period  when  the  mind  is 
'  unfitted  for  a  general  retrofpeft  of  paft  life,  and  a  determination 
in  future  to  avoid  offences,  and,  above  all,  for  that  lively  par- 
ticipation of  a  genial  Chriftian  fefrival ;  but,  by  a  frequent  com- 
munion during  health,  to  frame  our  mind  ana  general  conduct 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  alwavs  prepared  for  our  latter  end. 

The  fermon  on  the  Ufe  and  Abufe  of  the  World  exhibits  that 
cheerful  view  of  Chriftianity  which  we  are  happy  to  find  is' 
making  its  way  into  the  northern  part  of  our  ifland ; 

*  It 
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•  It  is  natural  to  begin  with  obferving  that  the  Chriflian  is  here 
fuppofed  to  '  ufe  the  world ;'  by  which  we  moil:  certainly  underftand 
the  apoIHe*  to  mean,  maintaining  intercourfe  and  connexion  with  the 
world ;  living  in  it  as  one  of  the  members  of  human  fociety ;  aflum- 
ing  that  rank  which  belongs  to  his  flation.  No  one  can  be  faid  to 
4  ufe  the  world*  who  lives  not  thus.  Hence  it  follows  that  fequeftra- 
don  from  the  world  is  no  part  of  Chriftian  duty ;  and  it  appears 
ftrange  that  even  among  thofe  who  approve  not  of  monaftic  confine- 
ment, feclufion  from  the  pleafures  of  fociety  fhould  have  been  fome- 
times  confidered  as  belonging  to  the  character  of  a  religious  man. 
They  have  been  fuppofed  to  be  the  beft  fervants  of  God,  who,  con-v 
iterating  their  time  to  the  exercifes  of  devotion,  mingle  leaft  in  the 
ordinary  commerce  of  the  world ;  and  efpecially  who  abibrin  moft 
rigidly  from  all  that  has  the  appearance  of  amufement.  Bpt  how 
pious  and  fincere  foever  the  intentions  of  fuch  perfons  may  be,  they 
Certainly  take  not  the  propereit, method,  either  for  improving  them-, 
felves,  or  for  advancing  religion  among  others ;  for  this  is  not  ufing 
the  world,  but  relinquilhing  it.  Inftead  of  making  the'  light  of  a.. 
rood  example  fhine  with  ufeful  fplendour  throughout  the  circle  of 
fociety,  they  confine  it  within  a  narrow  compafs.  According  to  the 
metaphor  employed  by  our  Saviour,  after  the  '  candle  is  lighted, 
they  put  it  under  a  bumel.'  Inftead  of  recommending  religion  to  the 
world,  they  exhibit  it  under  the  forbidding  afpect  ofunneceiTary  au-  " 
fterity.  Inftead  of  employing  their  influence  to  regulate  and  temper, 
the  pleafures  of  the  world  by  a  moderate  participation  of  'thofe  that, 
are  innocent,  they  deliver  up  all  the  entertainments  of  fociety  hup  f  (he, 
hands  of  the  loofe  and  giddy/  .    , 

In  defcribing  the  conduct  of  the  abufers  of  the  world,  how 
beautifully  does  the  Doftor  avail  htmfelf  of  that  apoftrophe  6f 
Cicero,  when,  feeming  only  to  hint  at  Catiline's  private  vices  : 
4  I  lhall  not  infift  on  the  lofs  of  reputation,  the  wafte  of  for-  \t 
1  tune,  the  broken  health  and  debilitated  frame,'  &c.  *   , 

The  remaining  fermons  are  on  Extremes  of  re]igioii$  and , 
moral  Conduct — on  fcoffing  at  Religion— on  the  Creation  of 
the  World— on  the  Diffolution  of  the  World.  There  are  many 
ftriking  paffages  in  each  of  thefe,  which,  if  we  had  made  lefs  free 
with  others,  we  would  willingly  lay  before  our  readers.  The 
two  laft  are  on  fubje&s  fomewhat  different  from  what  Dr.  Blair 
has  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in,  and  difcover  the  variety  of  his  Jta- 
lents  in  compofition. 

As  a  new  edition  of  this  valuable  volume  will  probably  be 
foon  wanted,  we  would  take  the  liberty  of  fuggefting  a  few  al- 
terations in  it.  We  (hould  have  pafled  over  a  provincial  pe- 
culiarity or  two  from  any  writer  but  Dr.  Blair ;  but  we  are  apt 


♦  Pretermit^)  ruinas  fortunarum  tuarum. 

v  Cicero  in  Catilinam,  Oratiol. 

'  to 


Digitized  by  LiOOQ IC 


414  BfarirV  Sermons* 

to  cxpeft  every  filing  perfect  frofpr  hi*  hand.  In  page  96  we 
read,  *  There  We  twaW  fee  a  difconfokte  family/  rage  54, 
€  The  reeolle&ion  of  the  paft  k  only  <w  fat  of  moment  as  it 
•  ads.' 

The  fermon  on  Senfibility  partakes,  in  general,  too  much  of 
the  modern  tafte  for  efteeming  nothing  fo  highly  as  what  is 
ufhally  caUed  goodnefs  of  heart.  We  are  not  pleafed  with  a 
phrafeology  which  is  feldom  underftood,  and  too  often  misapplied. 
Where  we  have  reafon  to  believe  the  difpofition  is  good,  where 
this  (hews  itfclf  by  a  foftnefs  of  temper,  gentlerfefs  of  manner, 
an  eager  anxiety  to  relieve  the  wants  of  others^  arid  a  tender-* 
nefs  to  their  failings  5  it  becomes  as  to  overlook  a  number  of 
errors  in  conduct  which  rftay  fpring  from  thefe  very  fources,*  or 
at  leaft  may  be  the  neceffef  y  attendants  on  that  warmth  of  paffiorf 
which  difcovers  itfelf  in  the  exercife  of  thefe  amiable  duties^ 
But  we  fhouH  not  have  expected  Dr.  Blair  to  teach  us  that 
any  fource  of  good  actions  could  be  more  pure  than  that  or* 
religion : 

•  By  Others  thefe  offices  are  difchaifged  folely  from  a  principle  of1 
dttty.  They  are  men  of  cold  affections,  and  perhaps  of  an  intereftecT 
character*  But,  overawed  by  a  fenfe  of  religion,  and  convinced  that 
they  are  bound  to  be  beneficent,  they  fulfil  the  courfe  of  relative  du- 
ties with  regular  tenor.  Such  rrien  aft  front  confcience  and  prin- 
ciple; fo  far  they  do  well,  and  arc?  worthy  of  praife.  They  affiflf 
their  friends,  they  give  to  the  poor,  the/  do  juffice  td  all.  But  what' 
a  different  complexion  is  given  to  the  feme  actions,  how  much  higher 
flavour  do  they  acquire,  when  they  flow  from  die  fenfibility  of  ar 
feeling  heart  ?  If  one  be  not  moved  by  affection,  even  foppofing 
him  influenced  by  principle,  he  will  go  no  farther  than  Uriel  prin- 
ciple appears  to  require ;  he  will  advance  flowly  and  reluctantly.; 
As  it  is  juftice,  not  generqfity,  which  impels  him,  he  will  often  feer 
as  a  taflt  what  he  is  required  by  confcience  to  perform.' 

We  cannot  help  thinking  this  paragraph  in  many  refpeds 
unguarded;  it  would  feem  to  intimate  there  were  motives  of 
virtue  depending  on  the  peculiarity  of  a  conftitutron,  and  yet 
more  praifeworthy  than  thofe  of  religion :  while  the  laft  fentence 
too  much  refembles  the  objecUonable  paffage  in  a  popular  comedy. 
It  is  true  the  latter  part  of  the,  fermon  contains  many  judicious 
obfervations  againft  making  the  affectation  of  fenfibility  an  ex- 
cufe  for  many  failings,  and  even  vices  j  but,  in  our  opinion,  thefe 
are  not  fufficient  to  do  away  the  bad  conftru£Hon  that  feme  may 
put  011  the  parage  we  have  quoted. 

Upon  the  whole,  when  we  Confider  how  much  valuable  matter 
is  contained  in  thefe  ferrhohs,  we  are  only  furprifed  nothing  elfe* 
objectionable  (hould  occur  in  them ;  and  we  recommend  the  vo- 
lume with  great  fincerity  to  readers  of  every  defcription. 

Art, 
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ART.  III.    The  Grove  of  Fancy ;  a  Pom.    4*0.    2S.    Cadell. 
London,  1790. 

THOUGH  this  poem  is  evidently  the  produ&fott  of  a  vo- 
tary of  the  mufes,  it  (hews  much  more  reading  than  genius, 
and  more" judgment  than  fancy.  As  a  critic,  the  author  has 
much  merit,  but  is  extremely  deficient  in  filling  up  his  piece ; 
his  attempts  at  imagery  Often  foil,  and  his  aliufions  are  frequently 
"obfeure.  In  the  courfe  of  the  piece  the  principal  Englifh  poets 
are  pourfrayed  in  a  chronological  order,  and  their  fucceffioa 
traced  from  the  firft  introdudtion  of  rhyme.  The  druid  and 
minftrel  are  well  enough  deferibed.  After  thefe  the  old  bards  , 
3re  hinted  at.  Chaucet's  name  gives  an  opportunity  of  intro- 
ducing a  tournament,  in  which  our  author  fucceeds  happily 
enough.  Spenfer  follows ;  and  after  him  Milton,  who  is  de- 
feribed with  much  force* and  judgment.  Shakefpeare  next  ap- 
pears, the  account  of  whom  being  fliort,  we  fhall  prefent  it  to 
our  readers : 

*  But  view,  defcending  on  the  plain* 
In  thunder',  lightning,  and  in  rain ; 
On  winds  that  fcowl  the  blafted  heath, 
Like  Nature's  univerfal  death ! 
The  death-voie'd  owlet  flits  by  day 
Before  the  witches'  murky  way : 
Around  the  cauldron- fee  them  toil* 
Intent  the  virtuous  deed  to  foil ! 
Charming  the  air  with  witching  found* 
Thrice  they  dance  their  myftic  round  ! 

*  From  where  the  honied  bee  delights, 
See  Ariel  lead  his  loaded  fprites". 
From  cowflip  bell,  a  fairy  dome ;  * 
From  dewy  bldflbm,  fragrant  home ! 
Jn  hills,  ia  Handing  lakes,  in  grovel 
The  elves  confefs  their  tender  loves* , 
In  moony  radiance  as  they  meet, 
O'er  fands  they  trip  with  printlefs  feet ; 
Or  pluck  the  wings  from  butterflies, 
To  fan  moon-beams  from  fleeping  eyes. 
The  elf,  the  hag,  own  Shakefpeare's  hand, 
Bot  fporn  the  pow'r  of  other  wand !' 

We  (hall  .pats  over  many  others  deferibed  with  equal,  or  per-1 
haps,  greater  force,  to  make  room  for  the  following  as  "a  fpe> 
cim#vpf  thftmedena  bands.:  « 

**  Lot  more  than  tenfold  night  around !     , 
,f1  Hark!  the  death-bell's  iron  found!  - 

What 
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What  mental  ipe&res  gleam  along, 
A»  rolls  th9  impetuous  midnight  fong! 
A  taper  ihades  the  fable  gloom, 
The  living  poet's  groaning  tomb* 
The  beU  Strikes  one !    An  awful  knell, 
In  Sorrow's  cave  who  lonely  dwell. 
Behold,  who  dare !  the  gates  unfold, 
The  future  fate,  and  death,  that  hold !  « 

Along  whofe  gall'ries  Terror's  hands 
Lift  on  high  the  flaming  brands  $ 
While  fick'ning  Hope  tarns  pale  with  fear, 
As  Hell's  load  fhrieks  invade  her  ear ! 
She  falls!  (he  links!  the  trembling  air 
Ctafes— and  hides  the  dreadful  where! 

*%  But,  when  Young  paints  HeavVs  blifsful  courts* 
And  to  the  virtuous  deed  exhorts ; 
The  fymphonies  of  choral  ikies, 
From  Raphael's  golden  lyre  that  rife, 
And  twice  ten  thoufand  gates  thrown  wide, 
Buriting  glories  in  a  tide ; 
Enrapt  I  hear !  the  heav'n  defcry ;  . 
1  hear — and,  how  I  long  to  die  P 

Hammond,  Collins,  Otway,  Gray,  and  Chatterton,  fueceed; 
among  whom  Collins  and  Gray  (hine  pre-eminent.  The  poem 
clofes  a  little  abruptly,  for  which  the  author  apologizes  m  his 
preface.  By  this  we  conceive  he  modeftly  waits  the  Hfiie  of  the 
prefent  performance  before  be  ventures  a  fecond  flight  to- Par- 
naflus.  We  can  only  fay  we  have  not  a  doubt  of  his  fuccefe  in 
a  new  undertaking,  or  if  he  fhould  think  proper  to  give  a  finifh- 
ing  ftroke  to  the  prefent. 


Art.  IV.  Sermons 9  by  the  late  Rev.  John  Loga*%  F.R.S*  Edin. 
one  of  the  Minifiert  of  Leitb.  8vo.  6s.  Bell  and  Bradfete, 
Edinburgh;  Robinfons,  London.     1790. 

*TpHE  pofthumous  volume  before  us  has  rare  and  jftriking  me- 
*    rits;  but,  from  its  being  pofthumous,  thefe  merks  ajrq3a€- 
companied  with  confiderable  defects.  .1  ..'.  1 

It  is  evident  the  difcourfes  were  never  intended  for  publication 
by  the  author*     It  is  alio  evident  that  he  was  indolent  at  iiaves, 
and  did  not  write  up  to  his  powers,  contenting  himfetf  mj$h 
producing  .what  was  at  hand,  rather  than  feeking  what  wt^  ht% 
and  what  he  could  have  given*    His  indolence  inducted  huft«£**** 
cafionaUy  to  infcrt  amongft  his  own  compbfition  rnfctte*  bor-' 
rowed  from  others*.    How  far  his  editors  weretoblanje^maU* 
lowing  this  borrowed  matter  to  remain,  we  ihall  not  deteHnin*  t 

.      ,  but 
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but  we  will  fay  that  plagiarifm  is  not  to  be  Reckoned  amongft 
the  beauties  of  compofition,  and  muft  therefore  be  detrimental 
to  evej-y  work.  When  we  difcover  it  in  the  volume  before  us, 
room  is  left  to  conclude  that  it  is  more  frequent  than  will  be 
found  upon  a  careful  perufal.  Prejudiced  in  the  beginning, 
many  readers  will  judge  that  the  writer  muft  have  been  poor 
who  fubmitted  to  borrow;  and  will  hardly  take  time  to  difcover 
that  what  belongs  to  the  author  is  fuperior  to  what  is  foreign, 
and  that  he  has  improved  what  he  has  adopted.  But,  notwith- 
standing all  unpromifing  appearances,  if  we  are  to  judge  from 
our  own  impreffions,  we  miift  pronounce  that  the  volume  will  be 
generally  read  and  approved, 

The  compofition  of  the  author  is  every  where  excellent;  \t& 
leading  chara&eriftics  are  ftrength,  elegance,  and  fimplicity* 
The  formation  of  hi^  fentences  appears  the  moft  inartificialt 
though  at  the  fame  time  it  will  be  found  to  be  ftriftly  correct* 
But  the  manner,  amidft  all  its  beauties,  is,  on  the  firft  perufal, 
totally  forgot  in  the  enjoyment  the  reader  feels  from  the  fenti* 
ment. 

The  two  firft  fermons,  *  On  the  Influence  of  religious  In- 
itiations/ and  4  On  the  Duty  of  ferving  the  Lord  with  Fer-» 
your/  though  good,  are  in  the  volume  comparatively  inferior 
But  the  third,  i  On  early  Piety/  is  a  compofition  highly  ex- 
cellent; every  fentence  of  it  gives  pleafure,  all  is  fweet,  beauti- 
ful, pathetic,  and  chafte.  What  can  feldom  be  faid  of  fimilar 
compofnions,  no  reader  of  tafte  can  read  it  without  regretting 
its  fhortnefs.     Take  the  firft  head  as  an  example :  '      • 

4  Let  me  exhort  you  now,  in  the  days  of  youth,  to  remember 
your  Creator,  from  your  being  as  yet  uncorrupted  by  the  world. 

*  Although  both  fcripture  and  experience  teftify  that  man  is  fallen, 
and  that  our  nature  is  corrupted,  yet  it  is  equally  certain  that  our 
earlieft  paffions  are  on  the  fide  of  virtue,  and  that  the  good  feed 
fprings  before  the  tares.  Malice  and  envy  are  yet  ftrangers  to  your 
bofom.  Covetoufnefs,  that  root  of  evil,  hath  not  yet  fprung  up  in 
your  heart ;  the  felfifh,  the  wrathful,  and  the  licentious  paffions, 
have  not  yet  obtained  dominion  over  you.  The  modefty  of  nature, 
the  great  guardian  of  virtue,  is  not  feduced  from  its  poft.  You 
would  blum,  even  in  fecret,  to  do  a  deed  of  diihonefty  and  fhame. 
High  fenriments  of  honour  and  of  probity  expand  the  foul.  The 
colour  comes  into  the  cheek  at  the  fmalleft  apprehenfion  of  blame  ; 
the  ready  lightning  kindles  in  the  eye  at  the  leaft  appearance  of 
treachery  ana  falfehood.  Hence,  fays  our  Lord  to  his  followers,  un- 
lefi  you  become  as  a  child,  unlefc  you  aflume  the  candour,  the  in- 
nocence, and  the  purity,  of  children,  you  cannot  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God.  Therefore,  whilft  you  are  yet  an  offering  fit  for 
heaven,  prefent  yourfelves  at  his  altar,  devote  yourfelves  to  his  fer- 
rice.    How  beautiful  and  becoming  does  k  appear  for  young  perfons, 
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newly  arrived  in  this  city  of  God>  to  remember  the  end  for  which* 
they  were  fent  into  it,  and  to  devote  to  their  Maker's  fervice  the 
firtt  and  the  belt  of  their  days  ?  When  they  are  in  the  prime  of 
youth  and  of  health,  when  the  mind  is  untainted  with  actual  guilt, 
and  alive  to  every  generous  impreffion,  to  confecrate  to  religion  the 
yernal  flower  of  life  ?  The  virgin  innocence  of  the  mind  is  a  facri- 
fice  more  acceptable  to  the  Almighty  than  if  we  (honki  come  before 
htm  with  the  cattle  upon  a  thoufand  hilk,  and  with  ten  thoB&nd  ri- 
vers of  oil.  If  there  be  joy  in  heaven  over  a  great  and  aged  finaer 
that  repenteth,  how  pleating  a  fpe&acle  will  it  be  to  God)  to  angela, 
and  to  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfect,  to  behold  a  perfon  in 
the  critical  feafon  of  life  acquit  himfclf  glorioufiy,  and,  defpifing 
the  allurements,  the  deceitful  and  tranfitory  pleafures  of  fin,  chooft 
for  himfelf  that  better  part  which  (hall  never  be  taken  away  ? 

4  iDare  then,  O  young  man,  to  remember  thy  Creator  in  the  days 
of  thy  youth ;  have  the  courage  to  be  good  betimes.    Beware  of 
falling  into  the  ufual  fnare  of  the  inexperienced ;  beware  of  thinking 
that  you  have  time  enough  to  be  religious,  and  for  that  reafori  may 
defer  the  work  of  your  falvatkm  to  maturer  age,  when,  as  you 
Jbotimly  imagine,  ferioumefe  and  fan€ti\y  will  come  of  Aeir  own 
accord*     In  anfwer  to  thfe,  let  me  aik  you,  my  friends*  How  often 
have  you  obferved  time  reform  any.  one*     Did  time  reform  Saul? 
J)id  time  reform  Ahab  ?  Did  time  reform  Je&ebei  ?  On  the  contrary, 
did  they  not  grow  bolder  in  wickednefc  I    You  generally,  indeed, 
obferve  a  greater  decency  in  maturer  age*    The  ebullition  of  youth 
is  then  fpent,  its  turbulence  is  over;  but  too  often,  I  am  afraid,  the 
wild  paffions  have  only  given  place  to  an  external  fobriety,  whilft 
the  heart  is  as  far  from  God,  and  as  carnal  as  ever.    If  you  rufpeft 
this  to  be  a  hafty  derifron,  examine  what  paflfes  in  the  wbtM.    Da 
you  not  obferve  great  part  of  men  in  the  decline  of  life  as  earthly- 
minded  as  before?    The  paifion  for  pleafure  has  indeed  abated*  bat 
the  love  of  lucre,  the  moft  fordid  of  all  patfions,  hath  come  intuit* 
place.     If  fuch  pcrfons  have  any  regret  for  their  paft  lift*  it,i*;e*ly 
becau  fe  it  u  pufi.    Even  then,  they  look  with  envy  upon  the  gay  and 
the  flour  ifljing  ft  ate  of  the  young.    With.  whaf.  jew  and  trium|*h  do 
they  talk  over  the  exceftes  of  their  early  days,  and  &em  to  reoe.w 
their,  age  in  the  contemplation  of  their  youthful  follies  ?     Alas.l,  my 
friends,  is  not  God  the  Lord  of  all  your  time  ?.    Is  there  one  o/jroiir 
days  which  doth  not  pertain  to  him  ?'    Why  would  jrou  tilen  take  the 
flower  of  iife,  and  make  it  an  offering  to  the  enemy  of  fouls? :  la 
your  time  tou  long  to  be  all  employed  in  the  fervice  of  6od  F  'Is 
the  prime  of -yon r  days  too  precious  to  be  devoted  to  heaven?- i  And 
will  you  only  ft&rve  to  your  Maker  the  refute  of  life;  the  leadings 
of  the  world  and  the  ndh  ?     If  you  would  ifeakit  out*  fcfaevhto-, 
gtrage  of  your  heart  k  this  i  That,  whiifi  you  are  good  for  any  thing, 
yon  will  mind  the  world  and  its  pkafoje**  thai  you  willfrown^flr- 
icke$.wth.rofe>-buds>  before  they  are  withered,  ^nd  le^n^flow^pf 
the  Cjpr'mg  P^s  away ;  but  if  at  any  time  Ac  world  fhajl  Iwajc^  yoju* 
if  your  paflion  for  pleafure  mall  have  left  you,,  you  Wul  tlJLgjjigek 
the  comforts  of  religion ;  any  par,t  of  your  time,  you  tfuak,  is  good 
7  enough 
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t&Ottgh  for  God ;  you  will  apply  yourfelves  to  the  work  of  "your  fal- 
vatiou  when  you  are  $t  for  nothing  die;  and  when  you  cannot 
maj&e  a  better  ufe  of  it,  you  will  feek  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

*  Is  i|  thus  that  ye  requite  the,  Lord,  O  people,  fooliih  and  \ 
unjuftl  I&  this  your  gratitude  to  your  Benefador?  Is  this  your 
love  to  your  father  ?  Is  this  your  kindnefs  to  your  Friend  ?  Whilft 
he  now  calls  upon  you  in  the  fweeteft  language  of  heaven,  '  My  fon 
give  me  <hy  heart/  ought  it  not  to  be  the  natural  movement  of  your 
£gart  jo  anfwer  with  the  good  men  of  old,  *  With  my  foul  have  I 
degred  thee  in  the  night;  with  my.fpirit  within  me  will  I  feek  thee 
early/— — '  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee,  and  there  is  none  in 
all  thet  earth  whom  I  defire  beiides  thee/ 

The  fourth  fermon,  upon  c  Redeeming  Tkne/  we  have  pe- 
rufed  with  the  fame  fatisfa&ion  as  the  foregoing  one,  although, 
perhaps?  an  equal  degree  of  praife  is  not  due  to  its  author.  la 
this  elevated  and  fplendid  difcourfe  we  have  an  eminent  inftance 
of  thQ  high  inconvenience  attending  pofthumous  publications* 
The  firft  head  of  this  difcourfe  is,  with  the  addition  of  four  or 
five  fentences,  a  literal  tranfeript  from  the  introduction  ix>  Dr. 
Seed's  fermon  upon  c  The  Path  of  the  Jufty  &c. — in  the  fol- 
lowing paffages  we  find  our  author  purfuing  the  train  of  thought, 
and,  in  fome  inftanees,  even  tranferibing  the  fentences  and 
figures  of  one  of  Dr.  Fergufon's  Chapters  on  Civil  Society. 

The  three  next  fermons  are  on  *  Stand  in  Awe* — c  On  Death* 
—and  c  On  the  Vi&ory  over  Death/  Thefe  fubjefts  pecu- 
liarly accorded  with  the  feelings  and  genius  of  Mr.  Logan.  In 
exhibiting  deep  and  ibleron  views  of  human  life  his  mind  ex- 
pands, his  fentiments  are  bold  and  varied,  and  his  imagination 
teems  with  the  moft  foothing  and  elevated  figures.  Topics 
iuch  as  thefe,  which  we  have  feen  iliuftrated  before  a  thousand 
times,  are  here  made  to  pafs  before  the  mind  in  die  moft  im- 
preffiveand  affe6Hng  manner;  and  for  a  moment  we  deceive 
©Urfchres  into  a  belief  that  the  fubje&s  themfelves  muft  be  new 
to  us,  But  it  appears  to  have  been  no  part  of  our  author's 
ftudy  to  feek  out  for  new  fubje&s  of  preaching,  or  to  excite^ 
his  ingenuity  in  exhibiting  new  views  of  moral  and  religious 
.topics.  We  think  with  him  that  the  moft  common  fubje&s  are 
the  mpft  proper  and  ufefuU  To  embellifh  thefe  with  new  or- 
jQa/neoli  to  perfuade  by  a  more  forcible  and  more  captivating 
jUuftcati&i*  to  unite  the  beauties  of  elegant  di&ion,  and  the 
fpfleiidor  nf  fine  unagery,  with  the  charms  of  fimplicky  and 
pathos  >  iar  this  lay  ^ar  author's  chief  exertions,  and  here  refts 
Mi* elrfef  praife.  We  do  not,  however,  remember  to  have  feen 
thY  intereflin^  fubje&  of  the  fixth  fermon  (Death)  exhibited 
Wfore,  bv  any  fermon-writer,  in  the  views  that  are  here  pre- 
ftnted1,.  although  they  appear  to  us  highly  juft  and  ftriking. 
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Dr.  Young,  indeed,  in  his  grave  poetic  work  prefents  the 
fiibje&  pretty  much  in  thefe  views ;  and  poffibly  our  author  may 
have  got  the  hint  from  this  work.  His  knowledge  of  poetry 
in  general,  and  his  relifh  for  its  higheft  beauties,  are  every  where 
conspicuous.     The  third  head  of  this  fermon  is  beautiful : 

*  Confider  the  change  which  death  introduces.     Man  was  made 
after  the  image  of  God ;  and  the  human  form  divine,  the  feat  of 
fo  many  heavenly  faculties,  graces,  and  virtues,  exhibits  a  temple 
not  unworthy  of  its  Maker.     Men,  in  their  collective  capacity,  and 
united  as  nations,  have  difplayed  a  wide  field  of  exertion  and  of 
glory.     The  globe  hath  been  covered  with  monuments  of  their 
power,  and  the  voice  of  hiilory  tranfmits  their  renown  from  one  ge- 
neration to  another.     But  when  we  pafs  from  the  living  world  to  the 
dead,  what  a  fad  picture  do  we  behold  I     The  fall  and  defolation  of 
tinman  nature ;  the  ruins  of  man ;  the  duft  and  afhes  of  many  gene- 
rations fcattered  over  the  earth.    The  high  and  the  low,  the  mighty 
and  the  mean,  the  king  and  the  cottager,  lie  blended  together  with- 
out any  order.    The  worm  is  the  companion,  is  the  fitter  of  him  who 
thought  himfelf  of  a  different  fpecies  from  the  reft  of  mankind.    A 
few  feet  of  earth  contain  the  afhes  of  him  who  conquered  the  globe ; 
the  fhadows  of  the  long  night  ftretch  over  all  alike ;  the  monarch 
of  diforder,  the  great  leveller  of  mankind,  lays  all  on  the  bed  of 
clay  in  equal  meannefs.     In  the  courfe  of  time,  the  land  of  defola- 
tion becomes  Hill  more  defolate  ;  the  things  that  were  become  as  if 
they  had  never  been  ;  Babylon  is  a  ruin ;  her  heroes  are  duft ;  not  a 
trace  remains  of  the  glory  that  ftione  over  the  earth,  and  not  a 
ftone  to  tell  where  the  mailer  of  the  world  is  laid.     Such,"  in  ge- 
neral, is  the  humiliating  afpect  of  the  tomb :  but  let  us  take  a  nearer 
view  of  the  houfe  appointed  for  all  living.     Man  fets  out  in  the 
morning  of  his  day,  high  in  hope,  and  elated  with  joy.    The  soft 
important  objects  to  him  are  the  companions  of  his  journey.    They 
fct  out  together  in  the  career  of  life,  and,  after  many  mutual  en- 
dearments, walk  hand  in  hand  through  the  paths  of  childhood  and  of 
youth.     It  is  with  a  giddy  recollection  we  look  back  on  the  paft, 
when  we  confider  the  number  and  the  value  of  thofe  whom  unforeseen 
difafter  and  the  hand  of  dejliny  hath  fwept  from  oar  fide.  Alas!  when 
the  awful  mandate  comes  from  on  high  concerning  men,  to  change 
the  countenance,  and  to  fend  them  away,  what  fad  fpe&actes  do 
they  become !    The  friends  whom  we  knew,  and  valued,  and  loved; 
Oiif  companions  in  the  path  of  life ;  the  partners  of  our  tender  hours, 
with  whom  we  took  fweet  counfel,  and  walked  in  company  46  the 
houfe  of  God,  have  parted  to  the  land  of  forgetful nefc,  and  hf  y^o 
more  connexion  with  the  living  world.    Low  lies  the  head  that  was 
once  crowned  with  honour*    Silent  is  the  tofigtf*  to  mhbk*motetits 
we  far-rendered  the  foul,  and  towhofc  language  of -frctndffij»"taf 
afte&ion  we  wifhed  to  Men  for  ever*    ,B$*»left  is  ffcsqey*;  «&& 
clofed  in  night,  which  looked  ferenity,  and  fyeetneft,  and  lov*^  -TW 
face  that  was  to  us  as  the  face  of  an  angel  is  wangled  aad  defomei ) 
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the  heart  that  glowed  with  the  pureft  fire,  and  beat  with  the  beft 
affe&ions,  is  now  become  a  clod  of  the  valley. 

(  Bat  (hall  it  always  continue  fo  ?  If  a  man  die,  (hall  he  live  again ! 
There  is  hope  of  a  tree  if  it  be  cut  down ;  but  man  giveth  up  the 
ghoft,  and  where  is  he  ?  Has  the  breath  of  the  Almighty,  which 
animated  his  frame,  vaniflied  into  the  air  ?  Is  he  who  triumphed  in 
the  hope  of  immortality  inferior  to  the  worm,  his  companion  in  the 
tomb?  Will  light  never  rife  on  the  long  night  of  the  grave  ?  Does 
the  mighty  flood  that  has  fiwpt  away  the  nations  and  the  ages,  ebb 
to  flow  no  more  \  Have  the  wife  and  the  worthy,  the  pious  and  the 
pure,  the  generous  and  the  jutt,  the  great  and  the  good,  the  excellent 
ones  of  the  earth,  who  from  age  to  age  have  fhone  brighter  than  all 
the  ftars  of  heaven,  withdrawn  into  the  fhade  of  annihilation,  and  fet 
in  darknefs  to  rife  no  more  ?  No.  While  '  the  dull  returns  to  the 
earth  as  it  was,  the  fpirit  (hall  return  unto  God  who  gave  it,'  Life 
and  immortality  are  brought  to  light  by  the  gofpel  of  Chrift.  s  We 
know  that  if  our  earthly  houfe  of  this  tabernacle  were  diflblved,  we 
have  a  building  of  God,  an  houfe  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in 
the  heavens.' 

Mr.  Logan  is  not  the  fir  ft  who  has  endeavoured  to  fhew  the 
fuperior  clearnefs  of  the  light  of  the  gofpel  refpe&ing  immor- 
tality, by  ftating  a  contrail  (as  in  Sermon  VII.)  betwixt  the 
tomb  of  nature  and  the  tomb  of  Chrift  5  the  eloquent  Sauriu 
has  adopted  this  idea;  and  we  think  our  author  rifes  by  a  com- 
parifon  of  the  paffages. 

The  eighth  fermon,  *  On  a  particular  Providence,'  although 
a  good  one,  is  not  pre-eminently  fo.  Philofophical  refearch 
feems  not  to  have  been  the  author's  fort.  ,  It  is  in  the  illttftra- 
rions  of  praftical  and  devotional  fubje£te  that  his  peculiar  talents" 
find  their  chief  difplay. 

The  ninth  fermon,  c  On  the  Path  of  the  Juft/  &c.  again  re- 
minds us  that  the  fermons  are  pofthumous,  and,  many  of  them, 
atleaft,  not  intended  for  publication,  in  this  fermon  we  meet 
with  three  fhort  paflagesrthat  are  mere  tranfcripts  from  Dr.  Seed 
on  the  lame  text.  The  plan  of  the  fermon  is  different  from  that 
of  SeecFs^  and  the  difcourfe  itfelf  is,  in  our  opinion,  fuperior 
to  the1  conlpofition  of  that  eloquent  preacher.  » 

v  The  following  paflage  marks  well  our  author's  manner.     He* 
istfpeafctng  of  the  pleafures  arifing  from  progreiEve  virtue: 

t<  jjoftr  pleafant  will  fcbe*  to  mark  the  foul  thus  moving  forward  in 
the  Jbrighttwfcof  its  courier  In  the  fpnng,  who  does  not  Jove  to 
nfcarjk  tSe^ptogrefs  of  nature ;  the  flower  unfolding  into  beauty,  the 
f^iTj  coming  forward' to  njatutity,  the  fields  advancing  to  the-pride 
Qf  thaweft*  and  tie  tnentha  revolving;  into  the  perfect  year  ?  Who. 
d^gs  not  love,  in  the  human  fpecies,  to  obferve  the  progrefs  to  matu- 
rity ;  the  infant  by  degrees  growing  up  to  man  ;  the  young  idea  be- 
ginning to  (hoot,  and  the  embryo  character  beginning  to  unfold.  But  « 
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if  tkcfe  things  aftft  us  with  delight ;  if  the  profpeft  of  externa!  nt- 
tore  in  its  progrefs,  if  the  flower  unfolding  into  beauty,  if  the  fruir 
coming  forward  to  maturity,  if  the  infant  by  degrees  growing  up  to 
man,  and  the  embryovcharac"ter  beginning  to  unfold,  afFedt  us  with 
pleafurable  fenfations,  how  much  greater  delight  w(ki  it  afford  to  ob- 
lerve  the  progrefs  of  this  new  creation,  the  growth  of  the  foul  in  die 
graces  of  the  divine  life,  good  resolutions  ripening  into  good  aftjonsy 
good  adtiops  leading  to  confirmed  habits  of  virtue,  and  the  new  na- 
ture advancing  from  the  firft  lineaments  *f  virtue  to  the  full  beauty 
of  bolinefs !  Thefe  are  pleafures  that  time  will  not  take  away.  While 
the  animal  fpirits  fail,  and  the  joys  which  depend  upon  the  liveiinefi 
o£the  paflions  decline  with  years,  the  folid  ccmforts  of  a  holy  life, 
the  delights  of  virtue  and  a  good  confcience,  will  be  a  new  fource  of 
happinefs  in  old  age,  and  have  a  charm  for  the  end  of  life.  As  the 
Hream  flows  pleafanteit  when  it  approaches  the  ocean ;  as  the  flowers 
fend  up  their  fweeteft  odours  at  the-clofe  of  the  day ;  as  the  fan  ap- 
pears with  greater!  beauty  in  his  going  down ;  fo  at  the  end  of  his  ca- 
reer, the  virtues  and  graces  of  a  good  man's  life  come  before  btm  wkh 
the  moil  blefTed  remembrance,  and  impart  a  joy  which  he  never  felt 
before.  Over  all  the  moments  of  life  religion  fcatters  her  favours, 
but  referves  her  beft,  her  choice!!,  her  divifteft  bieffings,  for  the  lad 
hour.* 

The  tenth  fermon,  c  On  Meeknefs,'  as  for  as  he  enters  into 
the  fubjeft,  is  well  executed  ;  but  the  difcuffion  is  too  fhorr. 

The  eleventh  fermon,  c  On  Charity/  ought  by  no  means  to 
have  been  inferted.  It  no  doubt  has  considerable  merit ;  but 
when  we  fubtract  what  (to  fave  himfelf  the  trouble  of  thinking) 
the  author  has  inferted  from  Dr.  Seed's  fermon  on  the  fame 
jTubjecl,  we  fhall  find  not  above  an  half  remaining.  r  i 

It  is  common  with  our  author  to  unite  piety  and  mccalifj4n 
the  fame  difcourfe.  The  twelfth  fermon,  *  On  little  Sic*' 
ftands  diftinguifhed,  as  being  purely  moral ;  ano\  from  the  ma- 
ture of  the  fubjecSt,  the  moral  is  more  particular  thanirrofcber 
fermons.  The  execution  is  of  courfe  rendered  more  difficult, 
but  yet  we  think  it  not  lefs  happy.  T 

The  thirteenth  fermon,  €  On  the  Nature  of  Remorfe,  and 
the  Deliverance  from  it  in  the  Gofpel  by  the  Blood  of  fprtnk- 
ling,'  is  rather  a  fragment,  than  a  full  difcuffion  of  the  plants 
the  fecond  part  is  but  very  (lightly  touched.  We  were  furprtfcd 
to  find  no  affinity  betwixt  the  firft  head  of  this  difcourfe  and  i^s 
fubfequent  illuftration.  It  is  propofedj  c  iflr,  T&  ikfcribc  \ke 
c  nature  of  that  remorfe  which  is  the  companion  of  a  )gwtly 
*  mind/  From  this  ftate  we  expefted  to 'have  fceri  fepidW, 
by  the  mafterly  pen  of  this  authbr,  the  feeiSngs  of  a  bounded 
confcience,  and  the  fymptoms  of  corifcious  guilt.  But,  Wftead 
of  this,  the  illuftration  begins  with  proving  the  ttrtaintyxd \jre- 
,  morfe  as  accompanying  wicked  deeds,  whteh  is  done  »by  appeal- 
ing to  our  experience,  and  to  the  examples  upon  recorcL    We 

&  have 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


GeddesV  Gtmral  Anfwer  to  the  Queries,  fcfV.         42 j 

have  then  mention  made  of  the  feaftns  when  remorfe  is  moft 
likely  to  overtake  us,  as  in  adverfity ;  and  in  concluiion  we  have 
(hewn  to  us  that  the  authority  of  confcience  is  every  way  great, 
and  derived  from  God.  It  is  but  juftice  to  add,  that  this  is  the 
only  place  where  we  have  obferved  a  material  want  of  accuracy 
or  precifionj  all  is,  in  general,  luminous  and  clofe  to  the  point 

The  fourteenth  fermon,  c  On  the  Worth  of  the  Soul,'  is 
finely  executed*.  The  wrker  evidently  enters  into  the  fubje& 
with  great  pleasure,  and  his  fentiment  produces  the  fame  emotion 
upon  the  reader. 

The  three  laft  fermons  of  the  volume  were  delivered  at  the  dif- 
penfing  of  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  and  have  a  coa- 
uderable  fliare  of  merit. 

The  reader  has  frequent  occafion  to  remark  the  author's  allui  . 
fions  to  fcripture  paflages  and  events,  and  the  very  happy  ufe 
be  makes  of  thofe  alkifions  in  the  courfe  of  his  illustrations.     - 

The. prayers  fubjoined,  and  the  addreffes  (according  to  the 
manner  of  the  prefbyterians)  to  the  perfons  partaking  of  the  fa- 
cramfent,  are  diftinguifhed  compofitions,  and  highly  devotional. 


Art*  V.-  Dr.Geddes's  general  Anfwer  to  the  Queries,  Counfehj 
and  Critki/msy  that  have  been  communicated  to  him  fine e  the  Pub- 
lication of  Us  Propofalsfor  printing  a  new  Tranflation  of  the  Bible. 
4*0.   is.  6d.     Johflfon.     London,  1790. 

DR.  Geddes  having  received  feveral  letters  fince  his  propofals 
for  publication  have  appeared,  has  chofen  this  public  man- 
ner of  giving  a  general  anfwer  to  them  all.  After  enumerating 
the  many  difficulties  to  which  a  tranflator  of  the  fcriptures  is  e#- 
pofed,  particularly  in  this  country,  he  divides  his  correfpondents 
into  *|tterifts,  counsellors,  and  critics. 

To  the  querifts  he  iirft  addrefles  himfelf,  beginning  with 
ihe .  inquiry,  Why  he  preferred  a  new  tranflation  to  cor- 
lifting  the  old  one,  according  to  the  method  recommended 
by  BKhop  Louth,  and  purfued  by  Dr.  Blaney  and  Bimop  New- 
comb  ?  To  this  a  fhort  anfwer  is  fufficient*  No  cne  ever  en- 
gaged in  writing,  but  muft  know  how  much  more  difficult  it 
<rften  is  to  correct  than  make  a  thing  new.  On  this  fubje£t 
Dr.  Geddes  feems  a  little  to -undervalue  the  unfupported  alfer- 
ttens  of  feme  who  think  it  fufficient  to  fay  our  own  translation 
is  the  beft  of  all  fiffible  tranjktipns. 

We  lhall  not  follow  him  through  his  various  argu- 
ments on  this  fubjeft,  the  whole  bfcing  expreffed  with  wen 
brevity)  that  any  attempt  to  comprefs  it  muft  be  inefre&ual.  In 
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general,  we  (hall  fay,  that  we  much  approve  his  plan,  and  have 
ever  been  furprifed  at  the  almoft  fuperftitious  veneration  we  arc 
apt  to  pay  to  a  tranflation  undertaken  at  a  time  when  copies  of 
the  criginal  could  not  have  been  collated,  and  a  period  fine* 
which  the  power  of  many  of  our  words  and  phrafes  is  confider- 
ablyaltered.  i  *     » 

The  next  inquiry  is  as  to  the  number  of  fubferibers ;  and  wt 
»  are  forry  to  find  it  anfwered  by  a  confeffion  that  they  do  not 
amount  to  five  hundred ;  a  very  inconfiderable  number  to  repay 
fuch  cxpence  and  labour,        . 

We  pafs  over  many  trifling  inquiries  to  remark  the  Do&or't 
liberality,  as  a  Catholic,  in  configning  the  difputed  paflage  in 
the  epiftle  of  St.  John  to  its  proper  deftination.  He  conceives 
it  an  interpolation,  though  a  very  old  one,  and  adds,  c  it  is  of 
5  very  little  importance  but  as  truth  is  concerned,  whether  ge- 
c  nuine  or  not.'— It  is,  indeed,  high  time  that  thofe  who  wi(h 
$  >  maintain  the  important  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  ihould  be 
afhamed  of  fuppprting  it  by  fuch  questionable  authority.  The 
other  queries  are  of  little  confequence. 

Of  the  .criticifms,  that  appears  the  moft  weighty  which  re- 
fpecrs  the  Doctor's  cbfervations  on  Tindall's  manner  of  tranf- 
lating  ober/ier,  elder ,'  congregation ;  inftead  of  bijbopy  prieft,  and 
churthJ  Between  thefe  words  Dr,  Ge^ides  aflerted,  in  the  Gen- 
tleman's Magazine,  there  was  no  more  difference  than  between 
fourpence  and  a  groat.  If  this  were  really  the  cafe,  which  is^all 
his  erirJc  can  require,  why  fhould  a  term  be  ufed  that  convey?  a 
different  idea  to  a  protectant  ear,  Wpuld.  the  Bifnop  of  Paris 
be  pl£afed  to  be  called  an  overfeejr  i  or  what  analogy  can 
there  pofllbly  be  between  an  elder  and  a  prjefti  Above,  all;  was 
the  church  ever  confidered  as  the  congregation  at  large,  which 
is  certainly  its  true  meaning  ?     It  is  further  remarked,  tbat/^tbe 

*  terms  ovcrfcer  and  elder ^  though  tfye  literal  ..trariflatioo&octfi 
f  gT^xo^rcs  and  vpwZoT^is  do  pot  exprefs  that  fup$rinten«ieflce 
1  and  feniority  implied  by  bijhop  and  priejly  which  are  the  iden+. 
1  ticalGreek  words  vernaculifed  and  appropriated  by  inveterate* 
c  ufage.  to  fignify  not  every  fpecies  of  overfeers  or  elder  j,  but  the 

*  two  chief  offices  of  the  Chriftian  miniftry,'     Now  this  is,*he* 
very  reafon  why  we  object  to  them  j  and  why,  without  any-  fof^e 
of  logic,  we  aflert  they  are  not  a  true  tranflation.     The  words 
in  the  original  fignify  an  oyerfeer  of  any  kind;  of , the  highw^^r 
of  a. public  building,  or  any  thing  elfe— a  Yijhop  means  oqly,  t&e  * 
higheft  office* in  an  eftablimed  church— an  eider*  either,  o^tl^v 
Trinity  Ho«fe,  or  any  grave  perfon  fit  to  give  advice. or(cor^r  ■ 
lationrunder  triak^a  priefi  is  confined  to  one  ^prdaifl^hjt  £<..,. 
t>i{hcq^fdr-the  purpofe  of  performing  a  particular  religjoy&1($l,tfV 
^ion^  It  ifchxudvtobe  regretted  that  vernaculifation  mould  have 
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been  fo  often  adopted  by  our  tranflators,  efpecially  where  we 
had  words  corre  I  ponding  wifh  the  "original  ones,  as  in  the  pre- 
fent  inftance.  Hcv  - -ft-eh  are  we  obliged  to  remind  our  hearers 
of  the  true  import  of  the  word  charity  \  which,  notwithftanding 
its  clofe  reitMbiance  in  founa  to  the  original,  is  entirely  changed 
from  its  :ru*~  import.  Dr.  Geddes  feems  unlucky  too  in  hi3 
wit  j  -for,  in  our  ojwnion,  the  ear  might  very  eafily  accommodate 
itfelf  to  Dr.  V  >rteus,  cuerfeer  of  London,  or  of  the  diocefe  of 
London;  b^t.  if  the  contrary  be  the  cafe,  as  it  certainly  is  in 
fome  ether  jlluftrations  produced,  it  fhews  more  than  ever  the 
impropriety  of  impofifng  words  which  time,  fuperftition,  or  crafty 
have  diverted  from  their  original  meaning. 

The  Doctor,  however,  admits  the  impropriety  of  the  word 
churchy  and  propofes  an  explanatory  note  on  the  fubje&;  ,  For 
pur  own  parts,  we  would  wifh  the  word  to  be  expunged,  and  a 
note  to  explain  the  reafon. 

.  On  the  Words  myftery^  vrdonnance^  and  idoI9  the  remarks  are 
very  juft,  particularly  *n  the  two  former.  As  to  what  is  faid  o£ 
ftyle,  ditiion,  and  verfion,  the  fpectmens  have  been  fo  long  be- 
fore the  -public,  that  we  fhall  only  obferve,  they  are  here  treated 
more  at  large.  Refpefting  the  many  difficulties  ftarted  againft  the 
liver  rejoicings  there  furely  can  be  no  more  impropriety  than  ju- 
the  bowels  yearnings  or  the  reins  of  David  being  fearched  bv  the 
Lord* 

The -other  remarks  are  almoft  too  trifling  to  have  excited  an 
anfwer,  irad  not  the  Do&or  wifhed  to  make  the  prefent  as  fuH 
as  paf&ble.  It  mult  give  great  pleafure  to  every  fincere  mind 
to  find  a  Catholic  minifter  difclaiming  all  the  fchool  jargon  that 
fttll  acffccis.many  refpedable  univerfities,  and  wifhing  to  reduce 
Chriftianity  to  that  divine  fimplicity  which  fliould  be  its  cha- 
ra6leriftic  feature.    •  .     - 

Though  the  number  of  fubferibers  is  lefs  than  the  induftrjr 
and  merits  of  the  author  entitle  him  to,  we  are  glad  to  fee  fo 
many  refpe&able  names,  particularly  among  the  regular  clergy. 

ART.  VI.     A  Letter  to  William  TVilberforce^  Efq.     By  Pbik- 
Atfricanuu     8vo.  is.  6d,     Debrett.     London,  1790. 

TWE  only  obje&ion  we  have  to  this  pamphlet  is  an  attempt 
at  wit  in  its  introduftion.  The  author  feems  willing  to  * 
impair  on  his  readers  by  leading  them  to  fancy  he  is  an  advocate 
for  tfi<*  abolition  $  a  few  pages,  however,  difcover  wfaau  he 
might  a£  well  have  told  us  in  the  beginning.  As  our  fondnefe 
for  wft'does  not  catty  us  fq  far  as  to  wilh  to  meet  ytith  it;oh 
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grave  fiibje&s,  we  fhall  attend  only  to  the  arguments  ;  and  thefe 
we  fliall  ftate  in  as  few  words  as  poflible* 

The  Africans,  it  is  aflerted,  are  not  rendered  more  wretched 
by  our  intercourfe,  but  many  executions  and  maffacres  are 
£ared  by  the  high  price  we  pay  for  flaves ;  and  as  thefe  are 
every  where  a  marketable  commodity,  and  univerfal  property, 
there  is  not  only  no  occafion  to  go  to  war  for  them,  but  war  by 
the  deftru&ion  of  the  fpecies  leflens  the  property  of  each  king* 
As  to  the  feverity  of  the  laws  by  which  fubjedfe  are  condemned 
to  flavery,  it  is  urged  we  are  by  no  means  judges  of  the  opinions 
of  favages.  Witchcraft  was  formerly  purftflnble  here;  and  an 
African  would  be  fooner  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  punaflmig 
if,  than  either  coining  or  forgery.  If  we  conceive  the  treat- 
ment of  flaves  in  the  Weft-Indies  fevere,  we  are  reminded  of  that 
of  our  foldiery,  who  are  condemned  to  hunger,  fevere  difeirJine* 
and  cruel  torments,  throughout  life,  and  this  frequently  after 
having  experienced  the  bleffings  of  facial  life.  If  aU  the  in- 
ftances  cf*  brutal  punifhment  exercifed  oo  this  valuable  body 
were  enumerated  with  the  fame  indnftry  as  the  UUattefted  fe£b> 
relative  to  the  treatment  of  flaves,  the  cttarafier  of  a  Bririfh 
officer  would  be  made  infinitely  more  odious  thai*  Cocttt  have  at- 
tr  npted  to  paint  that  of  a  planter. 

As^to  the  evidences  produced,  the  firft  thing  worth  attention 
is,  that  the  abolition  is  brought  forward  at  a  time  when  a  regtt- 
brinz  a&  has  pafled  for  die  mode  of  tranfporting  negroes  from 
the  Weft-Indies ;  and  that  the  condition  of  the  flaves  in  the 
Mauds  is  proved  to  be  meliorated.  Among  the  fafts  produced", 
erne  wi  trie  is  aflcrts  it  is  a  cuftom  for  the  Moors  tocrofs  the  Niger, 
and  feize  the  women  and  children  while  the  men  are  at  work  in 
the  fields.  To  this  it  is  anfwered,  c  there  is  no  fiich  ,rivcr  oa 
the  weftern  coaft  of  Africa  ;  and  the  women,  not  the  men,  are 
employed  in  Agriculture.'  It  is  further  faid  to  be  the<cuftom  for 
captains  employed  in  the  trade  to  fet  fail  by  night,  left  the  pri- 
soners Should  be  fenfible  of  their  departure:  but,  fays  Phiio- 
Africanus,  c  in  tropical  climates  the  wind  blows  oft"  the  fhore 
4  only  during  a  fhort  time  before  and  after  fun-rife  ;  and  a  con- 
*.  ftant  practice  of  failing  againft  the  wind  is  <uch  a  wicked  in- 
c  ftance  of  perverfity  as  cancot  eafdy  be  credited  even  on  the 
€  aflertion  of  Mr.  Wilberforce/ — Here  our  readers  w31  fee 
there  is  fame  apology  for  our  author's  wit,  as  it  feems  in  ft  taan~ 
ner  engrafted  in  his  compofition. 

,  So  far,-  adds  he,  are  the  Englifh  agents  from  encouraging 
wars,  that  they  are  frequently  the  mediators  for  peace  ;  beclfie 
during  war  there  is  an  end  to  all  commercial  intercourfe;  Mr. 
Wilbei  force  afferts  that  the  mortality  from  the  time  of  putfehafc 
to  that  of  fale  is  in  the  proportion  of  50  per  cent.     Philo,  on  the 
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contrary,  endeavours  to  ffcew  that,  by  the  fa£h  with  which  Mr* 
Wilberforce  was  made  acquainted,  fhe  lofs  is  only  15  per  cent. 

As  we  have  avoided  all  reafoning,  and  confined  ourfelves  to 
the  ftatement  of  facts  on  either  fide,  we  {hall  pafs  over  the  in- 
ferences drawn  l?y  each,  and  produce  only  the  following  calcu«» 
Ration: 

*  Mr.  Wilberforce  ftates,  in  the  tenth  refolution,  that 

In  the  year  1768  the  number  of  negroes  living  in  the 

ifland  of  Jamaica  was  about           -             -  *-        167,000 

In  the  year  1774  about        -  193,000 

And  in  the  year  1787  about        -  256,00a 

4  Now,  Mr.  Wilberforce  knew  (becaufe  it  was  ftated  in  the  paper 
from  which  he  copied  thefe  numbers)  that  they  were  all  incorrect 
The  laft  is  a  mere  guefs>  and  declared  to  be  fuch ;  the  two  former  ar$ 
too  fmall,  becaufe  they  are  taken  from  the  tax-rolls,  in  which  all 
the  negroes  are  not  rated*  Thefe  tax-rolls,  however,  though  they  do 
not  give  exa&ly  the  pofitive  nvmber  of  negroes  at  any  one  period^ 
are  the  only  authentic  record  by  which  we  can  judge  of  the  Relative 
numbers  at  different  periods :  but  Mr.  Wilberforce  contented  him* 
felf  with  following  them  where  they  fuited  his  purpofe,  and  re- 
je&ed  them  in  the  laft  inftance,  becaufe  they  did  not  furnifti  a  number 
large  enough  fpr  his  hypothecs.  By  their  ftatement  the  number  of 
negroes  in  1787  was  only  210,894. 

*  If  Mr.  Wilberforce  choofes  to  take  the  two  firft  numbers  from 
the  tax-rolls,  it  is  evident  that  we  muft  take  the  third  from  the  fame 
authority;  or  if  he  choofes  to  add  45,000  to  the  laft  number,  we 
muft  make  a  proportional  addition  to  the  other  two ;  and,  in  botJl 
cafes/  it  is  evident  that  his  aflertions  are  faUe,  and  that  the  iilands 
cannot  keep  up  their  ftock  of  negroes  without  the  continuance  of  the 
trade/ 

Thefe  are  the  leading  facts  produced  by  this  ingenious  writer, 
which  we  choofe  to  offer  without  comment.  There  are  a  few 
more,  and  feveral  arguments  brought  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Wilber- 
force, after  ftating  which  the  author  clofes  in  the  fame  ftrain  of 
irony  as  he  began. 

ART.  VII.  De  VEtat  de  la  France  prefent  et  a  venir.  Conftder- 
athns  on  the  prefent  and  future  State  of  France.  By  M.  de  Ca- 
tonne.    8vo.  6s.  boards.     Spilfbury.     London,  1790. 

THE  prefent  century,  which  has  given  birth  to  many  new 
difcoveries  and  improvements  in  feveral  branches  of  fcience, 
bftfl  b*m  <iiftinguifhed  alfo  by  fome  important  political  revolu- 
tions that  feem  likely,  in  their  confequences,  to  produce  a  great 
change  in  the  ftate  of  fociety  in  Europe.    Of  thefe  revolutions, 
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that  which  took  place  lately  in  a  neighbouring  kingdom  is  the 
aaoft  remarkable.  The  celerity  with  which  it  was  effe£ted$  the 
little  bloodfhed,  comparatively  fpeaking,  which  it  occafioned; 
and  various  other  circumftances  attending  it;  all  confpire  to 
pender  it  one  of  the  moft  fingular  and  wonderful  events  to  be 
found  in  the  records  of  hiftory.  Since,  mankind,  however,  dif- 
agree  as  much  in  their  political*  as  their  religious  fentiments, 
this  grand  concuffion,  which  has  annihilated  arbitrary  power  in 
France,  has  been  beheld  with  quite  different  fenfations  5  and  if 
the  National  Affembly  have  found  ftrenuous  advocates,  they 
have  alfo  had  to  encounter  formidable  opponents.  By  fome 
they  have  been  considered  as  an  auguft  body  of  philofophers  and 
ftatefmen,  zealous  in  the  caufe  of  juftice,  and  holding  up  the 
torch  of  liberty  to  cGfperfe  that  melancholy  cloud  of  darkaefs 
Which  has  long  hovered  over  the  greater  part  of  Europe;  while 
others,  viewing  them  in  a  contrary  light,  load  them  with  the 
bittereft  inve£Hve,  brand  them  with  the  moft  opprobrious  and 
degrading  epithets.  Intereft  undoubtedly  is  one  of  the  powerful 
fprings  of  human  aflions  ;  and  however  noble  it  may  be  to  en- 
courage and  fupport  nations  ftruggling  for  the  recovery  of  that 
freedom  which  is  their  inheritance,  and  of  thofe  rights  which 
nature,  the  common  parent  of  all,  points  out  to  them  as  their 
inalienable  privilege,  there  will  not  be  wanting  thofe  who  wiUV 
endeavour  to  check  their  efforts,  and  damp  their  e^ertion^,  if 
they  feem  hoftile  to  their  private  views,  or  contrary  to^thofe 
plans  of  perfonal  advantage  which  they  have  concerted^  {fow 
far  this  may  be  the  cafe  with  M.  de  Calonne,  we  will  not  v-en^ 
tare  to  determine ;  we  wifh  not  to  judge  uncharitably ;  we  choofe 
rather  to  believe  that  he  fpeaks  from  convi&ion  when  he  feys, 
in  his  preface  to  the  performance  before  us,  that  4  zeal  for 
c  his  bleeding  country,  and  a  dread  of  the  great  evils  which^fhe 

*  operations  of  the  National  AfTembJy  muft  infallibly  prodirce, 

*  made  him  at  length  break  that  filence,  which  he  had  obferved 

*  fince  he  wrote  his  celebrated  letter  to  the  King  of  the  French*' 
He  here  appears,  unfolicited,  and  as  it  were  a  volunteer^  in  or- 
der to  combat,  as  he  tells  us,  the  fatal  decrees,  the  vifiprory 
proje&s,  and  the  chimerical  dreams,  of  the  French  fenjtfe^who, 
according  to  M.  de  Calonne,  are  entirely  unacqua^tfe/ijwin 
that  knowledge  which  is  abfolutely  neceflary  for  condu$ing,fhe 
affairs  of  a  great  nation.  He  calls  them. unefarouchi^facrilqt 
dtmagvgie*.  It  would,  indeed,  from  this  appear,:  that  quc^* 
thfcr  had  been  educated  in  the  fchool  of  Mr.  Burke^vv^WL  he 
pcfrfedly  imitates  in  the  decency  of  his  ftyle,  and  pethap5  ^ j^e 

)  ,1  ■!..      i;n j  j,      .,     ,    ,..,       .»■     lit.    tV.nl.      l^ilf^V  ■ 

#  A  bpnd  of  favage  and  facrilegious  demagogues. 
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tfepth  of  his  reafbniag.  .  But  before  we  proceed  farther  we  cant 
not  help  exprefling  our  aftonifliment  that  M.  de  Calonne  4h$$k! 
affumethe  title  of  Mini/he  d9 Etat.  Paulus  Eqiilius  took  it  ill 
that  Pcrfeus,  after  his  defeat,  and  the  lofs  of  Macedonia!,  re- 
tained the  title  of  king^  in  the  letter  which  he  wrote  to  him  after 
he  had  furrendered.  Lord  Camden,  were  he  to  commuoisata 
his  thoughts  to  the  public  on  the  Freach  revolution,  would  not 
furely  ftyle  himfelf  Chancellor  of  Great-Eritiin. 

In  the  commencement  of  his  work,  M.  de  Calonne  advance* 
a  maxim  which  feems  to  be  peculiar  to  himfelf.  i  Can  any  ' 
c  one  be  fo  ignorant  of  politics/  fays  he,  c  as  not  to  know  that 
c  governments  are  formed  by  time,  and  not  created  at  oncer*. 
Might  we  not  here  reply,  how  can  M.  de  Calonne  be  fo  igno- 
rant of  hiftory,  as  to  advance  fuch  an  axiom,  which  is  almoft 
deftitote  of  common-fenfe  ?  Did  not  Solon  make  the  govern- 
ment of  Athens,  and  Lycurgus  that  of  Lacedemon  ?  They 
were  not  firnted  by  time,  but  modelled  all  at  once.  If  our  att- 
thor  means  that,  in  the  general  adminiftration,  there  may  arife 
cafes  which  the  legiflator  cannot  forefee,  and  for  which  parti* 
cular  regulations  muft  be  eftabliflied  as  they  occur ;  that  there 
are  fome  abufes  which  muft  be  corrected ;  and  that  the  politi- 
cal machine  is  always  fubje£t  to  derangements,  from  the  ambi- 
tion of  individuals,  the  arbitrary  difpofition  of  thofe  who  govern, 
and  the  independent  fpirit  of  thofe  who  are  ruled ;  we  perfe&ly 
agree  with  him.  Notwithftanding  M.  de  Calonne's  aflertkwv 
we  will  not  hefitate  to  affirm  that  governments  are  made;  for- 
innovations  and  laws,  whether  good  or  bad,  added  to  the  prix 
jflfitive,  clearly  fhew  that  the  original  exifted.  This  ex-minifter  - 
might  as  well  have  faid  that  man  is  formed  with  time,  and  not 
made  at  the  moment  of  conception.  , 

The  firft  object  difcufled^  by  the  author  Is  that  of  finances, 
which,  ^mong  modern  nations,  are  as  it  were  the  foul  of  a  irate  * 
for  at  prefent  every  thing  is  done  by  money,  as  every  thing  for- 
merly was  performed  by  virtue  and  courage.  M.  de  Calonne  af- 
fures  us  that  die  ftate  of  the  French  finances  has  become  £9  rsuch 
worfe,  in  confequence  of  the  fyftem  and  meafures  of  the  Na- 
tional Aflembly,  that  it  cannot  be  retrieved,  either  by  it  or  any 
other  that  may  fucceed  it,  if  the  fame  meafures  and  the  £une 
ideas  are  perfevered  in.  To  prove  this,  our  author  firft.  con* 
fiders  the  nature  of  the  National  Aflembly..  It  is  compofed  of 
curates,  lawyers,  military  officers,  phyficiahs,  and  men  of  let- 
ters- fc  But  what  can  be  expected,'  fays  he,  4  from  the  mea». 
*  fares  of  this  heterogeneous  body,  in  a  department  to  which  i$ 
,c  «•  abfohftery  a  ftrangerr'  It  contains  about  nine  htit*df*4». 
merobersy and  eight  or  nine,  though  pofieiTed  of .  confider able 
abilitjei*.  direitall  the.  refty  without  underftandipg  the  impof tahf 
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affairs  concerning  which  they  deliberate*  Lv  the  opinion,  there* 
fore,  of  M.  de  Calonne,  the  art  of  finance  is  a  profound  abyfs* 
which  cannot  be  founded  but  by  men  like  him,  who  -have  been 
employed  in  that  department,  and  who  have  made  it  the  itudy  of 
their  whole  life.  It  appears  to  us,  however,  that  the  oijfftery 
of  finance  confifts  merely  in  finding  the  fimpleft  and  moft  equit-* 
able  mode  of  raifing  moaey,  and  that  which  may  be  leaft  b«r- 
thenfome  to  the  people ;  and  in  proportioning  the  expenditure 
to  the  income.  The  great  Sully,  who  was  a  military  man,;  and 
worthy  of  ferving  the  beft  of  kings,  underload  thfs  fcieoce  at 
leaft  as  well  as  M.  de  Calonne.  rrofefled  financiers  arc  Wee 
thofe  ancient  philofbpbers  who  had  a  public  doctrine,  and  a  (ecret 
doctrine.  Their  public  doctrine  confifted  in  affecting  great  jwaal 
for  the  ftate,  perfect  difintereftedncfe,  and  a  love  of  the  public 
good ;  but,  according  to  their  fccret  doctrine,  they  did  every 
thing  to  enrich  themfelves  and  their  friend?,  and  to  opprefe.  the 
people,  fometinoet  oven  by  the  bafeft  means.  A  financier  who 
is  an  honeft  man  can  even  calculate  that  two  and  two  make 
four ;  which,  in  this  department*  was  all  that  Sully  affected  to 
know. 

.  M.  de  Calonne  enters  into. very  long  and  minute  calculations 
reipecting  the  dtfkit*  In  1787  it  amounted  to  about  fifty-five 
millions  of  livres  only ;  but  by  diminifhing  the  gaMfa  (<xcife 
upon  fidt),  other  reductions,  and  an.  mcreafc  o?  ejgpence%  k 
amounts  now,  according  to  our  author,  to  155,770,000  livres. 
The  minifter's  fole  view  in  aflemWing  the  Notables  in  1787 
was,  to  put  an  end  to  loans ;  a  fyftem  which  is  indeed  ruinous, 
though  it  affords  a  temporary  relief.  For  this  purpofe  he^Hhed 
to  retrench,  many  parts  of  the  expenditure,  and  to  abolifli  uplift 
privileges.    But  he  (ays,  with  a  figh,  *  What  has  happened  I  I 

*  have  been  facrificed,  and  loans  have  been  multiplied,  4n  the 
c  faith  alone  of  calumnies  propagated  by  an  adveriarf  {M. 
1  NccJcer),  who,  after  having  fijpplanted  me,  fcuad  it  hi*  in- 
5  tereft  to  ruin  me*     I  was  considered  as  guilty  of  theLmoft 

*  Jhanieful  extravagance  in  wafting  the  public  money  *  and  I 
f  was  attacked  with  fucy  from  every  quarter.' 

With  regard  to  die  aflignats,  M.  de  Calonne  describes  the 
fttal  confequences  which  he  thinks  muft  enfue  froja  ttmrxy  and 
quotes,  as  an  example,  the  fate  of  the  faptr  nunty  crettoiiy 
the  United  States  of  America,  which  ended  in  a  bankrupt^. 
The  paper  currency  of  Ruflia  occafions  at  prefent  a,  lofeldf 
thirty-five  per  cent. ;  and  that  of  Sweden  has  been  attended  with 
Jitde  better  fuccefs.  '  Can  it  be  hoped,  therefore,'  lays  6ur~au- 
<thor,  *  that  the  aflignats,  iffued  at  the  moft  duaftcous  crifils,  ^vill 
«*  produce  a  better  effect?*  It  is  well  known  that  ther*  are 
affignats  in  circulation  to  the  amount  of  four  hundred  mifiiom  ; 
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and  to  thefe  it  is  propofed  to  add  eight  hundred  more  \  becaufe 
it  is  expe&ed  that,  by  thefe  means,  the  fale  of  the  bims  natiwiau** 
will  be  accelerated  j  aad  that  this  meafurc  will  retrieve  the  ftaflc 
of  the  finances* 

M.  de  Calonne  confiders  mis  to  be  a  vain  illufion ;  and  he 
endeavours  to  prove  his  afiertion  by  long  calculations,  for  which 
we  muft  refer  our  readers  to  the  work  itfelf.  He  thinks  the 
confiscation  of  the  ecclefiaftical  revenues  an  impious  and  unjuft 
meafure,  which  muft  tend  only  to  increafe  the  burden  of  the 
nation.  He,  however,  does  not  defpair  of  France,  and  propofef 
a  plan  of  finance,  which  cannot  be  adopted  but  by  reftoring  all 
•  its  former  authority  to  the  executive  power.  He  wifhes  the 
National  Afiembly  to  undo  all  they  have  done ;  to  annul  their 
fatal  and  foolifh  decrees  5  and  to  confine  them&lves  to  their  pri- 
mitive 4ahiers ;  that  is  to  fay,  to  the  in&ru&ions  which  they  re* 
ceived  from  their  conftituents.  They  have  publifhed  five  de* 
crees  refpe&ing  obje&s  not  mentioned  in  their  infiru&iona, 
Firfr,  concerning  the  duration  of  the  National  Afiembly,  which 
ought  to  be  periodical,  Secondly,  martial  law.  Thirdly,  th4 
eftablifhment  of  juries,  in  criminal  matters,  which  ought  not  tm 
be  extended  to  the  army  and  navy,  becaufe  its  inconveniencies 
will  foon  be  felt.  Fourthly,  the  new  divifion  of  the  kingdom 
iota  <eightjMferee  diftri&s,  by  which  the  boundaries,  and  even 
the  names,  of  the  provinces  have  been  confounded,  under  the 
pretence  of  preferving  a  perfed  equality  iri  the  impofttion  of 
taxes ;  a  bold  but  an  impolitic  ftep.  Laftly,  reducing  the  num- 
ber of  dtoceies  equal  to  mat  of  the  diftrifts,  or  departments  $ 
added  to  the  eie&ion  of  hilhops  and  curates  by  the  people.  The 
inftru&ons,  fays  the  author,  voted  only  for  the  fiipprefiaon  of 
ufeleia  benefices  $  but  the  afiembly  have  far  exceeded  fhena,  by 
aboli&ing  chapters  aad  cathedrals*  M.  de  Calonne  gives  us  to 
underftaad  here,  that  c  this  overturning  of  the  hknurcby  is  oon- 
c  trary  to  the  canons,  the  councils,  the  rights,  of  the  holy  fee, 

*  and  the  contra&s  entered  into  with  the  court  of  Rome ;  and 
4  that  no  alteration  could  be  legally  made  in  mis  matter,  but 

*  with  the  approbation  of  the  bifhops  in  a  national  council,  tb* 
c  free  confent  of  the  king,  and  that  of  the  pope/ 

.  Onr  this  fabjeft  the  author  makes  a  difplay  of  his  knowledge 
in  ecdefiaftical  hiftory.  He  fpeaks  of  the  council  of  Laodicea, 
the  two  councils  of  Carthage,  and  of  the  bull  of  Innocent  XIII. 
He  quotes  alfo  the  pleading  of  Talen,  the  advocate-general  in 


♦  .This  w  the  name  given  to  the  revenues  of  the  clergy  ami  tha 
royal  domain*,  which  the  National  Afleoably  hare  taken  into  their 
poffcflwB.  j 
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":  1667,  in  which  it  is  clearly  eftabliflied  that,  the  power  con- 
ferred on  the  apoftles,  and  the  btmops  4  their  fucceflbis,  bejng 
*  of  divine  inftitution,  no  perfon  can  alter,  the  immutable  fab- 
c  ordination  of  the  hierarchy.'     There  is  a  certain  nation  in 
wined  this  expreffion*  of  divine  injiitution,  would  excite  only 
-contempt  and  deteftation.     It  would  render  the  bkhops  (acred 
tyrants,  who  would  form  imptrium  in  impsrio ;  k  would  fubje^t 
the  throne  to  the  priefthood,  and  make  the  latter  independent. 
It  was  this  unfortunate  principle  which  deluged  Europe  with 
blood  for  many  centuries ;  for  if  btfhopt  are  of  divine  mftitn- 
tk>a%  the  Deity  always  fpeaks  through  them  *  they  muft,  there- 
fore, be  obeyed,  as  they  have  been ;  and  if  die  biihops  con- 
descend to  be  obedient  to  temporal  princes,   and  to  demean 
themfelves  as  fubjeds,  this  is  only  a  piece  of  deference  which 
does  not  deprive  them  of  the  right  of  overturning  the  univerfe 
whenever  they  may  think  proper.     On  this  occanon  we  cannot 
help  remarking  the  caprice  of  the  human  mind.     In  France, 
and  trf  fome  other  countries,  the  hMhops  have  been  acknow- 
ledged of  divine  inftitution,   in  order  to  check  the  attempts 
of  the  Roman  pontiff,  who,  therefore,  is  only  their  equal ;  but 
at  Rome  the  pope,  who  calls  himfdf  the  fovereign  of  the  uak- 
verfe,  and  the  matter  of  kings,  pretends  that  -the  bikopa  aite 
only  of  papal  injiitution ;  and  that  he  alone  has  a  right  to  decide 
refpe&ing  their  doctrine  and  their  difctpttne,  and  to  judge  be- 
tween  them  and  princes. 

The  next  objeft  that  engages  our  author's  attention  are  the 
decrees  of  the  French  National  AfTembly,  which,  in  his  Opinion, 
are  dire&ly  contrary  to  the  inftru&ions  of  the  nobility,,  the 
clergy,  and  the  third  eftate.  Thefe  inftru&ions  unanimoufly 
declare,  that  the  government  of  France  is,  and  ought  to  be, 
purely  monarchical ;  mat  the  representatives  of  the  nation  ought, 
in  the  firft  place,  to  form  fuch  a  conftitution  at  may  invariably 
fix  the  rights  of  the  prince  and  his  fuhje&s ;  and  that  alt  laws 
ought  to  be  made  in  concert  with  the  king,  and  to  be  fcftc- 
rioned  by  his  content;  without  which  the  governmemV#otfH 
ceafe  to  be  monarchical,  and  the  prince  would  be*  only  cofh^ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  army.  The  National  Affembly,  how~ 
ever,  have  reverfed  thefe  principles ;  they  have,  lays  Bf .  d<* 
Calonne,  granted  to  the  king  but  a  Wmhed-Jufpenfory  veto ;  and 
M.  Necker,  who  has  always  betrayed  the  rights  of  the  tingj  thought 
.pepper  of,  himfelf,  -without  authority,  and  without  heing  %(kmip 
to  fend  his  advice  to  the  AfTembly  on  this  grand  queftiodij  wad 
to  declare  in  favour  of  a  limited fyfpenfoiy  veto;  an  illufory  v*t** 
^rhich  deprives  the  fovereign  of  all  authority,  and  deffrqys  every 
iprlng  of  the  political  machine.  ,  /"** 

*  ,  -  *    •       /    »9 
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M.  de  Cadonne  proceeds  next  to  cenfore  the  dcgradatieei  of 
the  nobility  and  clergy;  the  extinction  of  the;  ancieiit  orakfSy 
which  are  as  old  as  the  origin  of  the  monarchy;  and  the  -fop* 
preflhwi  of  the  king's  right  to  make  peace  or  war*  M.  ftiira- 
beau,  after  reprefenting,  in  the  moft  forcible  manner,  the  »- 
jtoftice  of  fuch  a  meafure,  and  the  fatal  conferences  that  ntflfft 
enfue  by  depriving  the  crown  of  the  right  of  the  fword,  which  i» 
exekifivdy  granted  to  it  in  every  monarchy,  propofed  a  decree 
on  this  (obled,  afterwands  modified  it,  and  at  length  recomd  to 
the  general  opinion,  which  has  ftripped  the  king  entirely  of  tbie 
important,  prerogative.  In  paying  a  juft  tribute  to  the  tafatf* 
of  M.  Mirabeau,  M.  de  Calonne  (hews  that  he  has  no  fisted 
principles,  and  that  he  ealily  ftffers  himfclf  to  be  carried  aw«p 
by  the  current. 

From  amidft  that  itrfnite  variety  of  detaih  into  which  our  au- 
thor hat  entered!,  refpe&ing  every  part  of  pubKc  adminiftnttiott* 
and  the  meaferes  of  the  National  Aflembiy,  which  he  cantafle* 
with  great  freedom,  we  Attll  here  extract  hie  ideas  on*  the  Aip* 
pwiBoa  of  the  nobility,  whkh  is  the  firmeft  bulwark  of  a  m*< 
narchletd  government.  After  alluding  to  the  incrtM&cUcrti)  m 
he  calls  it,  of  June  the  19th,  which  declared  that  there  fltouM 
be  no  more  hereditary  nobility  in  France,  no  more  tklea,  mi 
more  armorial  bearing?*  no  tnorc  liveries,  &c#  M.  de  ^Wtffr 
breaks  out  into  the  fctiowtng  exclamation : 

*  No  more  nobility  in  France,  where  there  is  no  longer  clergy^ 
no  longer  magistrates,  no  longer  government!— 

*  No  more  nobility  in  France,  where  the  nobility  represent  the 
conquerors,  founders,  and  firft  fegiflators  of  the  kingefcrit;  thofe 
who  placed  upon  the  throne  the  chief  of  the  reigning  family ! — 

'  No  more  nobility  in  France,  where  the  ttobilfey,  attached  fotefy 
to  the  profbilon  of  arms,  have  at  all  times-devoted  thentfekt*  n>  the 
defence  of  the  ftate ! — 

*  No  ewe  nobility  in  a  monarchy !« — -Ought  we  to  believe  it,  be- 
cause twenty  o*  thirty  people  who  govern  threa  or  four  hundred,  and 
by,  them  the  whole  nation,  would  have  it  fa  I     One  day  they  feid* 

jwenlj-Jive  millions  of  people,  who  went  to  bed  loft  mght  Jlava,  kav$ 
this  morning  awake  ted  free  \  on  another  day  they  faid,  thru  hundred 
thou/and  perfens,  who  were  noble  this  morning,  will  not  he  Jo  in  thf 

*}veninr.  Would  it  not  appear  that  they  were  armed  with  an  all- 
powerful  magic  wand  ?  But  the  effe&s  have  nothrng  of  enchantment 
ift  them ;  thefe  twenty  mrHions  of  people,  when  they  awake  find 
riwnrfUVij  more  miferable  and  more  worthy  of  pit/  than  befaf*  j  aa4 

-webihqr  will  always  be  nobility  / 

In  the  uafortunate  wax  of  the  fucceffion,  France,  reduced  ar 
Jaft  to  the  greateft  extremity,  was  faved  merely  bjMbe  exertions 
of  Viilars,   at  the   famous   affair  of  Denain.    The  court  of 
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L©\iifrXIVt  after  fa.many  de&ats*  wsne  nnde*  Ae^uamiifbaf^5 
prehcnfions  for  the  confluences  of  this  campaign,  whemthat! 
p/ipce,  though  nearly  eighty  years  of  age,  £ud,  with  a  raairna- 
mrrrtty  which  J.  J.  Rdflfteau  is  far  frorrj  admiring,1  €  t&  cafevapy 
4  "tie  w' misfortune  fhall  happen,  I  will  putmyfeTf  at  &&  ^ju^gf^ 
**.  my  nobility,  and  perHh,  if  it  muft  be  (b,  under  the  tuin$$kj9jQ 
*  throne^—'  *Were  the  kingdom, '  adds  M.  <fc"  C4pnii^,^fTi^ri 
4  the  like  critical  fituation  at  prefeat,.  what  c^vil(j  drat  gox>4( 
4  prince  Louis  XVI.  fcy  ?     Would  he*  lay,  I  will  put  rayfflftafc: 
4  the  head  of  my.  failbfiw.  citizens,  -lately  armed,  miyiMvtksrw^ 
4  attack  thofe  regularly  trained  troops  who- have  penetrated ^mfc 
4  the  centre  of  my  territories.'    Such  id  the  feifo^fin^; :^ridl 
pleafantry  of  our  author !     He  is  aftonifhed  tbat,amidflt  r^e  £$«-. 
fuiion  and  anarchy  which  prevail  in  France,  a  great  politician^ 
the  National  AflemWy,  M.  Dupont,  fhould  haWa\ti<ec*4oikrf- 
vile  that. body  to  quarrel  with  England  \  and  in  Thii'we^ Entirely ' 
agre*  with  him."  This  gentleman^  in  a 'paper .  #hachJhe?^biib^kJ 
lrffaad,  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  court  of 'Ft^$lwtlffl0 
requeft  that  of  London  to  difarrn  immediately;  and*to  declare 
that,  if  u  refufcd  to  fecure  to  France  and  it*  allien  a^foii^artd  bft- 
ing  peace,  the  nation  badJworn>  upsn  k*h&tottn>jfi.gfi  mdjnirti 
at' London  y  where  it  was  certain  of  finding  it.  This,  added,  M.  jEh& 
pout,  muft  produce  a  fpeedy  anfwer ;  for  Engird,  npfft  iggiq  to 
difarrn  in  a  weei>  or  JbofiiUtm  will  commence  w  a  mitffanMfmi*. 
fuch  a  bravado  we  fufpecl  that  M.  t)upont's  head,  Jjfce  &&feifcf 
many  others,  had  need  pf  a  few  graki%  of .  hellebore. .  ^n-.oao  •' 
-Our  author  makes  M.  Necker  the^^^^rf^finnlaT  #onhat 
of  the  Ifraelites ;  for  he  lays  to  his  charge  all  the  fins  of  the  gfcd^" 
pie,  all  their  rnisfoxtanes,  and  the  di&nal  prolpecl:  that  affleSW- 
fdre  him*     Meckeri  he  fays,  4  eft  tm  trailrey  itn  tmlbvmrtcbimtie* 
True ;  he  fupplaoted  the  virtuous  M.  de  CaloDnt\     *  That  arc:r 
4  man  (Montefquieu),'  Continues  cur  author,  '  would  have  b?- 
4  guii  to  forefee  whit  we  experience,  the  moment  he  beheld  %\ 
4  republican  miriifter*give  the  third  eftate  a  decided  prcpon-  3 
4  derance  in  the  aflembly  of  the  three  prders,  both  from  thtl 
4  effect  of  douWe  .reprefentation,  and  the  faults  in  rhe  resuh- 
4  tiqns.refpe&ing.tKe  convocation**.    He  then  takes  a  view  W  aJl  l 
the  proceedings  3*i4  decrees  of  the.  National  Auenibty,  in  which  v 
h^fees  nothing  bat  ahfiiCiiity*  injustice,  and  ibily ;  a  iyifcem ■  rf* 
government  impracticable  5  a  vain  phantom; railed  by  artfftc^^ 
feaion,  and  politicaj  ^naticifin.     Supp^a^afterwar^s^t^at  Ms 
fyuogifms  are  unaiixwerable?'ahd  that  ^^^wft  car>j^c^^^Q^g 

,  r  y.yrtm  w\  hpiyir 

.._. *. Necker isa.nature  of  Geneva. 
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hoine  to  every  reader  he  declares  in  fovttor  6f  a *oyiitte£itV&-7 
lotion:-'  '-"-v  '  *-•""     '-' :  '  -,.<r»n«%'«i 

%  If  by  this  expreflion^  fays  he,  '  is  meant  the  united  efforts  of 
a)l  virtuous  citizens  to  bring  ba<?k  good  order  in  France  ;  to  banifli 
anarchy,  to  put  an  end  to  the  tyrannical  ufurpation  of  a  handful 
ofdemagogues,  who  govern  the  kingdom,  or  rather  who  prevent  it 
ftom  being  governed ;  to  reflore'to  the  king  that  authority  which  be* 
Idrigsto  every  monarch,  and  which  is  necetfary  in  every  well^regu- 
laved  ftate ;  and,  laftly,  to  make  the  nation  recover  its  rights,  and  to 
feeure  td it  the -free  exereife  of  that  power  which  it  could  not  alienate, 
of  avowing  or  difa vowing  what  has  been  done  in  its  name,  but  Jwith*  * 
oat  jits  coaTent,  and  before  us  wi(he$  were  known*' 

Birt  he  declares  againft  a  counter-revolution : 

«  If  the  intent  of  it  be-to  revive  ancient  abufes;  to  ftrrp  the  nation 
of  itft  lawful  privileges  5  and  to  deprive  it  of  that  juft  raeafare  of  H* 
ber4v(whichit  cmght  to  enjoy;  of  the  advantages  which  his  majefty 
hyaiejf  had  fecured  ta  it,  and  of  the  valuable  biefling  of  a  founjtanpV 
folid  conftitution?  ^  fsuK' 

tfe  Shen  gWes  a  detail  of  thole  decrees  of  the  National :A(& 
fembty  which  ought  to  be  annulled,  in  order  tartave  the  ftfctfcv  . 
Ttofe-are,- 

*«  FidV,  that  which;  reducing  the  king  to  the  right  of  having  only ' 
ai*  *Htotbry  fanftfon,  deprives  him  of  all  ihare  in  the  exereife  of  the" 
legiflative  power.  '•>   ■  :J; 

<  Secondly  that  which  takes  from  him  the-Mg£t  of  making  peaee^ 
and. war.;  consequently  the  principal  prerogative  of  the  executive 
power-  '       %  ■      ■  •;.  ;  '?. 

/.,cT^jrdiy,  jhat  which,  taking  from  him  all  influence  in  the  choice 
of  judges,,  leaves  him  no  m^ans  of  watching  over  the  f  auctions,  of  ti^. 
judvfiaiy  power.  ^  ,...«.»• 

*  fourthly*  thofe  which,  abolifliing  all  orders,  all.  bodies,  and  all 
intermediate  ranks;  which,  abandoning  the  internal  adminiftration 
topbpulSr  aJTemblies,  arming  a  million  of  citizens,  and  giving  up  the 
public  ffrength  to  forty-eight  thoufand  municipal itiesi  have  entirely 
artolhikred  the  monarchical  power. 

^  Iia£Jy,  thofe  which  violate  die  property  of  the  clergy,  and  that 
of  aJlohrffea  of  citizens ;  wMch  attacic  the  jarifdl&ion  of  the  church; 
nvtatohifedace  tha  minifteps  of  tike  attar  to  the  condition  of  penft&ier* ; 
and  \MK  deftroy  nobility,  fapprefs  parliaments,  .and  overturn  every 
pan^  civil  and  conititutional  order.' ;  •  -, 

•  ^M.79fe'Calonne  concludes  with  a  kind  of  declaration  of  war  * 
adrift' 'flie l  National  Aifcmbly,  in  which  the  ruling  party  are 
AylaLJts  gnragti  *r~    -  •- —  -    -    —         -,=«- 

•     .    -  r    •        s  * 

1      1  1      11  1  1    li     11   i    ■  ■ ■ 11      rf  1  1 

^mo>{  •  The  madmen. 
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«  But  w*re  it  not  pofible  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  nation,  were  every 
faope\of  sew  examination  forbidden,  and  if  thole  who  have  a  rigb^to 
fettmoQ  *U  loyal  Frenchmen  to  unite  with  them,  in  order  tareilore 
liberty  to  the  king,  vigour  to  public  flrength,  and  fplendour  to  the 
French  monarchy,  mould  loudly  proteft  that,  inftead  of  wifhing  to 
fcnflave  the  nation,  they  mean  to  ferve  it,  and  to  fecore  to  it  every 
tiling  thatitfeems  to  defire ;  I  maintain  that,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  ttte  jAw 
Of  Solon  +  would  imprint  an  indelible  ftigma  on  thofe  whom  faJfe 
terror  or  tfmid  apathy  might  retain  ma&ive,  but  efoecially  on  thbfe 
who,  feeing  the  nation  where  it  is  not,  and  not  feeing  it  where"  it  is, 
choofe  to  abandon  it  to  the  oppreffion  of  a  Barnaw,  a  Boudbty  a  Cu- 
lms, a  Lametky  a  Pethn,  a  MiraUau,  a  Chape  litr>  a  Rabaud,  a  Gte- 
£w'rtf,  a  Menou,  a  Robtfpitrre,  a  Dnfmt%  and  others  of  the  lame  kind, 
rather  than  to  feck,  under  the  banners  of  the  BousboRSy  thafcjib&f  ty, 
fafety,  fecurity,  and  tranquillity,  which  lawful  authority,  moderated 
by  a  jdift  eqwlibrmm  of  the  different  powers,  can  alone  procure.     As 
tor  me,  my  choice  is  made ;  it  was  fo  \>y>  the  law  of  my  birth*  by  the 
oath  of  my  honour*  the  only  one  which  I  know $  and  if  to  difdbargt 
.  tfce  obligation  of  it  be  a  crime,  I  declare  that  1  will  perfevere  to  the 
utmoft  in  my  culpability.' 

♦  Thiftwaricis,  in- general,  well  written*  bu*  without*  dignity* 
and  without  ammatiDrH  except  in  fonjc  places.  We  muft,  how- 
ever, acknowledge  that  the  author  dtfcvffes  fevfral,^iieftwis 
with xonlidcrablc depth  x>f  judgment*  and  tjhauhe  advances  many 
things  to  which  a  man  of  political  talents  may  aife»t<;wkh$>ut 
blufhing.  At  the  end  he  has  added  fome  notes,  which  rej&*  to 
various  pasts  of  the  text  >  but  they  contain  nothing  curious  or 
itmpdktng*  .  The  work  is  concluded  with  an  adv&tifemenfc  re- 

1  fpelfttng  the  Memoirc  which  M.  de  Calonne  preferred  to  the 
National  Afiembry  in  1787,  and  by  which  it  appears  that  his 
views  fretr  patriotic,  favourable  to  public  liberty,  and  falutary 
for  the  people;  but  we  will  not  go  fo  far  as  to  affirm  that  they 
were  all  founded  on  a  folid  bails.  We  (hall  difmifs  this  article^ 
upon  which  we  have  enlarged  pretty  fully,  with  an  extraS  from 
a  note  in  the  body  of  the  work,  which  proves  the  bigbtidea>jlhe 
author  entertains  of  the  Englifl*  nation*     4  I  have  bfe$tt{friire* 

*  years  in  England,'  fays  he,  '  and*  duriog  that,  petipd^l^was 
4  never  deceived  by  an  Englifhtnan/  The  author  hers  un* 
doubtedly  means  to  pay  a  compliment  to  the  Englifh  nation.  We 
wife  we  could  in  return  praife  him  for  his  difcernrnent  and  fkill 
fn  developing  the  chara&ers  of  mankind.  With  deference;  to 
M,  de  Calonne*  his  remark  is  not  that  of  a  great  minifter  5  and, 
pa  this  pointy  eyerjp  Frenchmaii  in  England  will  not  lubfcrA^:  to 
hisopimon,  .     .      .r   i.,.u„ 

.  ,  .    !•     1       .i  ii     11    n<  'in    i     1  i     in    .  •■■  1         I.      —  i  ■  fj  ■_■  ■  ■ 

*  fhii  htw  decfered  tfear  every  cttwen  who  remaiiied  fieute$in  a 
prjpula/commdtiOfl&ftftl&beaQCOu^  •     '  -?i»w 

Art. 
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Art.  VIII.  bttt&sm  Bdtuatum^  with  Qbfinnmitotm  nBgfcks 
anchndapbfficalSitbjs^s.  By  Catharine  Mutanky  Grbbdto^%f6. 
6s.  boards.    Dilly.     London,  1790.  •  '  1'1  f' 

ED  U  C  ATI  OK  "undoubtedly  is  an  objefc .  of  the  h  tmdft  'im- 
portance in  every  well-regulated  ftate,     SenfiWe  of  $is 
truth,  the  ancient  legiflators  connected  it  with  government*  a#d 
formed  various  plans  for  initiating  young  people  in  the  princi- 
ples of  knowledge  .and   virtue,  and  for  training  them  up  .  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  might  render  them*  both  uiefu]  .2nd  orna- 
mental to  fociety.     The  moderns  alfo  have  beftowed  consider- 
able attention  on  this  point ;  and  numberlefs  treatifes  have  been 
-writterj^y  different  authors,  and  in  different  languages,  on  the 
*fubj£&  of  education.     Mankind,  however,  are  far  from  beihg 
tirianmYoufc  in  this  refpeA ;  and  the  fyftenrs  invented  by  fome 
T  writers  are  fo  vifionary  and  abfufd,  that  it  is  impoffible  they  tin 
ever  be  reduced  to  pra&ice.     But  as  every  moral  and  (fhifofo- 
phical  differtatton*  if  executed  with  ingenuity,  tends  to  promote 
inveftigation,  which  for  the  mod  part  condu&s  tor  truth,  foftre 
■good  may  arife  from  this  multiplicity  of  pobtroaeions  w4kh 
might  otherwife  be  confidered  as  a  literary  evil# 
The  greater  part  of  me  purfent  treatife  wa$  jMtMi&cd,  as  we 
"<are  informed,  fome  time  ago,  under  the  title  *>i  An  EJayamth* 
•  Itimmj&ilitfeffYutb,  which  is  now  again  laid  before  the  pub" 
ltei  becaufe  the  fyftem  of  education  here  propofod  by  the  au» 
"  thoreft  is  founded  on  the  metaphyseal  obfervations  contained  in 
1  that  work ;  and  becaufe  the  candid  crittcifms  on  thefe  objura- 
tions by  the  reviewers,  gave  her  reafon  to  hope  that,  if  fomf  «f 
the  moft  important  faults  were  corre&ed,  they  wouW  be  found 
worthy  the  notice  of  thofe  who  were  deep  thinkers  enough  to  de- 
ceive pleasure  from  metaphyseal  dilquifltioti. 

Solonon  fays,  in  an  old  book  not  now  read  fo  much  perhaps 

^   as  k' ought  to  be,  «  train  up  a  child  in  the  way  in  which  he 

'   '*  flfouw  go,  and  when  be  is  old  he  will  not  depart  from  it.*  This 

•'--Viihxfm  Mrs.  Macauley  Oiraham  feems  tjohare  adopted  in  its  ut- 

1  moft  extent  for  flie  tells  us, 

,    /  I  have  often  fmiled  when  I  have  beard  perfons  talk  of  their  n*- 
.  to^fpropenfitie*;  for  I  am  convinced  that  thefe  have  undergone 
fo1  great  a  change  by  domenic  education,  and  the  converle  of  the 
wdrld,  that  their  primitive  modes  art  not,  in  many  beings,  eveta  dis- 
cernible :  no }  there  is  not  a  virtue  or  Vice  that  belongs  to  humanity, 
which  we  do  not  make  ourfelves ;  and  if  their  qualities  froutf  be 
-  rhoftite  ttrourhappnrcfe/  we  may  aferibe  their  malignancy  to  human 
^jSLgsncp.  :  These  is*noc  a  wwteh  who.swfc his  nafemble  being  on  a 
wheel,  as  the  forfeit  of  his  offences  3g*A&  -fo^^r  who  m?y,  not 

E  e  3  *  /    throw 
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ttoo*  «he  whale  blame  of  his  miOemeihors  on  Ms  educitiotf ;  who 
way  not  look  up  to  the  very  government,  by  whole  fevere  laws' K#  da 
pu4e  to  fufFer,  as  the  author  of  his  misfortunes ;  and  who  may  not 
with  jufike  otter  the  hardeft  imprecations  on  thofe  to  whom  the 
Charge  of  his  youth  was  entruftcd,  and  to  thofe  with  whom  he  ajfo- 
cJitcd  in  the  early  periods  of  his  life.  The  \try  maniac,  who  )ajb- 
jguimep  out  his  miferable  exiftence  in  the  phrenzy  of  diftra&ibn,  and 
that  more  unfortunate  madman,  who  retains  a  fuflkieut  femblapce  of 
itafon  to  colour  his  misfortune  with  the  deformity  of  turmtuq*e# 
might  have  found  a  cure,  or  a  foftening  remedy  to  %heir  maladies, 
from  the  fourccs  of  philofophy,  had  its  baffam  been  adminiftere4  be- 
fore the  paffiens  had  taken  root  in  the  mind.* 

After  the  introdu&ory  letter,  in  which  we  find  fomer  thoughts 
«m  the  future  exiftence  of  brutes,  an  idea,  according  tg*thfe4aui 
thorefs,  not  at  all  improbable,  (he  proceeds  to  confiderme  qW- 
tipri  fof  public  and.  private  education;*  *nd,  having  extamihed 
th*  advantages  and  difadva#tag«s  of  tie  for »er^fliecgiiiclude$,in^ 
favour  of  the  latter :   ,  ^  ,,     _,       q.,lt<f 

'*  A  public  education/  fays  fte,  *  may  iSe  formed  On  the1  ve^feijfl 

plan,  may  be  conduced  by  the  wifeft  rules;  and  yet,  in  nfatiy  poinri, 

it  »ay  fall  (bort  of  what  may  be  efefted  6y  dbmeftic  iirftrucroh/  tlifc 

•one  cannot;  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  fb  elaborate  as**ftfc  dtK^ 

fcefide,  what  tutorage  can  equal  that  which  ^proceeds  from^fifclatf^- 

tive  zeal  of  an  enlightened  parent?     What  agfetftioiiJds'WawBn and 

intenfe  will  prefcribe  and  .follow,  fuch  rales  of  MMcbial  j&siiawo. 

ceflary  to  preferve  the  pupil  from  receiving  any  impreffionjyhich 

may  be  mifchievous  to  his  future  innocence  and  peacei     ^Vn  the 

object  is  Viewed  in  this  light,  it  would  be  folly  to  give  u£  t$ejtpfc 

vrfejge  of  forming  our  offspring  according  to  the*  bnghteft  ttideTdf 

! virtue  which  our  imagination  tan  conceive.    Indeed,'  fo  fbrrcib1£  un& 

fb'important  appears  in  my  eyes  this  laft  urged  reafou,  For^^jprfe. 

:ftrence  of  domeftifc  education,  that,  to  thofe  opulerit  idlers;,  Wtfo  fefc 

neither  the  capacity  nor  the  inclination  to  fulfil  in  their  rjwtiijp¥rWs 

this  mdft  important  of  the  parental  duties,  and  who  cofflffi  !ih^Sr 

.children  over  to  the  care  of  ichoolmafters,  I  would  Tec^m£mWb 

them  td  be  vtry  liberal  of  their  treafures  to  ^thpfe  enlightened  j$f- 

fons  who  are  every  way  qualified  for  the  education  of  yoifth;  ^i/mrtb 

infift  on  the  limiting  their  pupils  to  a  fmall  nurfiber;  for  thouglrtfre 

languages  may  be  very  well  taught  in  laj&e  fcknils,  yet  tfeh^brals  . 

.t^ulf  neceflarily  be  totally  neglected/    -  ,    .  of   .  ,A 

With  refpexSr.  to  the  'management  of  children  in  flWiittirlBrtL 
the' authorels  ftrongly  recommends  it  ti>  nurfes  to  avoid^e^tmjg 
in  them  the  paffions  of  terror  and  refentment.  Ariimaf  fciSJWc 
*  condemns,  and  is  of  opinion  that  they  ought  td  receive  W^iHfr 
aliment  than  milk,  fruit,  eggs,  ami-  vegetable*.  Sugar4*  fugar* 
plumbs,  and  jotheir  enticing  viands  oi  die  fame  kind,  ufed  t»ta>- 
gage  tbo  affections  of  chiMrttt,   have  beert  lately  generally 

-"'   '  -f  -  prohibited  * 
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#W  £e  entirely  left/wt^f  their  ;diet;  .  >      .;  «n  vr»ot 

:  w  *«  It  is  antip.utrefcent  in  a  high  degree,  and  will  agree  with  all  rto- 
?inachs,  when  they  are  ufed  to  it.  It  has  fufTitiens:  warmth  to  cor- 
tpti  the  coldnefs  of  raw  fruit,  and  it  has  a  fufficicnt  ftlmulating  qua- 
lity to  make  up  for  the  nfe  of  fermented  liqujprsi  which  never  ought 
to  be  given  to  children ;  befides,  every  taile  that  is  fo  general  as  the 
love  which  children  have  to  fweet  viands  fhould  be  attended  to  *s 
the  dictate  of  Nature  for  fome  ufeful  end.  r  r      - 

*  Let  them  be  fed  then/  continues  the  authored,  *  once  a  daywun 
fruit  of  fome  kind,  d  re  fled  with  fugar  only;  let  care  be  taken  that 
they  eat  a  good  deal  of  bread  with  this  meal,  and  that  their  mouths 
^r^Wfi^jwaJhed  after  it  with, cold  water;  and  thitf  the  tafle  wiH  be 
£rau£edr  and  every  mifchief  avoided  which  can  reafonably  fre.exjK&ed 
irp^l^hAtti^uJgence/  .  /         ? 

Ill  tMfc  part  of  thc>*vork  we  think  the  aiithorefs  rather  tedious"; 
but  movers  an<t  nurfes  trtay  perhaps  think  differently.  Tfce 
principal  maxims  inculcated  are,  that  as  hardy  habits  are  beft  &6- 

Suired  in  infancy,  top  great  attention  is  unfavourable  to  the  ten- 
ef  organs  of  children  ;*.  that  inftru£tion  ought  to  be  communi- 
cated'rather  as  an  aoiufement  than  a  talk  ;  and  that  the  amufer 
men>  W inibu#ion  of  boys  and  girls  ought  to  be  the  famt^ 
Xb^UtteJF.'On  thevboojes  proper  for  the  entiataixunent.of.jchau 
jlrenrfcoaojudes  with  an  obfervatkm  which  is  fc>  agreeable  to  otfr 
own*  ideas*  that  we  (ha&tetrafiit: 


Cite       iUlfLVi/WJ      M«>       •+"*       ^M,""J  "*      -T-—     J^~— -        ' F-- — -        — 7 — ' f— '—'"   » 

but  as  Nature  does  no*  at  this  age  give  the  language  of  the  paffiqas,  a 
chiidi  when  he  thus  declaims,  miift  be  as.  merely  imitative  as  a  par- 
rot; and  as  he  cm  only  give  an  affected  tone  to;wqrds  he  doeajn^t 
underflandp  and  to  ientiments  he  never  felt,,  he  can  afford  00 real 
famfaftion  to  an  auditor  of  taft<e.  Let  it  be,  therefore,  the  folex;a«e 
of  the  tutor  to  teach  his  pupil  to  ifceak  plainly ,  clearly ,  articulately, 
and  without  affWUtion,  To  know  and  to  pra&ue  the  grammatical 
accent;  to  fpeak  load  enough  to  be  heard,  but  never  to  raife  his 
voice  higher  than  tic  occasion  requires.' 

>.  "Phere  is  novice,  pertaps,  into  which  children  of  a  certain  age 
are  fo  apt  to  fell  as  that  of  lying  5  becaufe  they  are  often 
tempted  to  tell  an  untruth  in  order  to  avoid  being  expofed  to 
£bame  or  punifbment;  and  tj^ere  isnone,  ,in  our  opinion,  from 

^hich  it.  is  more  difficult  to  guar4  thenv    On  thi$fubje#  the 

;au^qreis fays,  with great-propriety,, 

•.  1; «:  A  He,  to  a  man  whofe  education.  ha4  partaken  of  thole  rtffine- 
ineat$  which  tHtengmfti  honour  from  cqmnioa,  honeity^ts  adebafe- 

viAent  of  condwft  tQ^diick,  oo  exigent  of  ^ircooifances  can  cwnpei 

E  e  4  him 
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fefefc  to***p»  -  AtfA  e*en  among  thofa  wfto  enortfitft  tfeegeo^ef  ideas 
'  tpf  1lonc*r,  deceit  is  feldom  ufe3  but  fdr  the  purptfe  of  «arrytt*g  6*»e 
"  great  foine  of  profit  or  pleafure ;  whereat  among*  the  common  people, 
the  vktof  lying  is  prevalent  to  fuch  a  4*gTee,  as  to  deftfloy;  In  a 
great  roeafure,  that  confidftce  which  is  neceflary  to  the  punpofescef 
*  forial  life.     The  obvk>us  ill  eon&qutence*  which  attend  lying,  and  ks 
corruptive  powers  erver  the  mind,  have  oceafidned  it  to  ©e  the  peca- 
Har  objeft  of  attention  in  every  mode  of  regular  education  $  but 
smong  the  variety  of  rules  which  ha*e  toeen  given  for'iuftiHing  tljeie 
fentiments  into  youth,  and  inducing  thofe  habits  proper  toinfure  the 
virtue  of  integrity,  there  are  many  to  be  found  which  bid  fair  to  ope- 
rate direflly  contrary  to  the  propofed  end. 

4  As  I  have  a  great  opinion  of  the  power  of  early  imprefEofcV  I 
cannot  agree  with  Roufleau  in  the  notion,  that  it  is  right  to'  keep 
•children  in  ignorance  on  the  fubje&  of  truth  and  faffehood.  i  fcooki, 
on  the  contrary ,  be  very  particular  in  explaining  to  them  the  nature *f 
this  moral  difference.  1  Arnold  endeavour  to  make<  them  .feel  for- 
ttWy  the  obligation  of  ebferving  the  ftricl  rules  of  veracity,  ,by  fuch 
reflections  as  were  befr.  adapted  to  convince  them  of  the  value  of  this 
virtue,  and  die  degradation  of  character  which  muft  attend  every  de- 
parture from  it/ 

*  We  do  not  altogether  agree  in  opinion  with  our  authored, 
that  tbe  Bible  and  Teftament  (hould  not  be  put  into  the  hands 
oT  children,  or  form  a  part  of  the  books  which-  they  reack  We 
will-allow,  that  there  are  many  things  in  thefe  &c*ed  'Volumes 
unfit  for  the  peru^l  of  thofe  whofe  judgments  have  not-attained 
to  proper  maturity;  and  many  which  cannot  be  underftood  or 
reliflied'btit  by  thofe  who  are  previoufly  acquainted' with  pro- 
fenehiftofy,  and  the  manners  and  cuftoms  Of  ancient  nations. 

If  the  fcriptures  are  excluded  from  their  ftudies,  fonie  abridg- 
ment of  the  hiftorical  part,  or  fome  fele&ion  from  them*  fhouid 
at  leaft  be  fubftkute'd  in  their  ftead.     Mrs.  Macauley  Graham 

*  ctorfeftes  the  power  of  early  impreifions  ;  and  if  thefe  are  necidf- 
ikty  in  any  point,  they  undoubtedly  are  m  religion.  Wbrn  <ke 
reprobates  feverity  in  the  education  of  children  ;  cenftrws  ihcW- 
'Crimfoate  indulgence-;  cautions  tutors  and  parents  againft  ncta- 
fifhing  their  Vartfty;  and  recommends  the  inculcating  of -that 
noble  principle,  benevolence;  we  make  no  hefitairon  injcnni- 
ddihg  with  her.  v'Thfc  laft  object  gives  her  aa  opportunity*  of 
prefemihg  the  reader  with  a  few  reflexions  on  cruelty  wtM- 
mals ;  a  fubjeft  which,  if  we  remember  right,  the  author  oftbe 

,Gu^ian-h^  handled  in  a;  very  affecting  .manner:  (   , 

'*"/  f here  are  very  few  of  the  infecl  or  reptile  tribes/  fays  fte,  *w7ifeh 
^belo'ng  to  this  country^  that  dan  befaid  to  be  perfonallylfijurJcA^^o 
]inan;  ye*t  we  arejbro'ujg&r  up  with  fuch  prrftidices,  that  they  itever 
'efeape  'our  Violence  whenever  they  come  within  onr  reacju  Yott ifo\ 
;  perhaps  call  ft  a  fcughaole  weaknefs ;  -but  I  o%  wrkaowfedg*  W*jftu 
6  ,  that 
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that  1  trioe,  a  warm  intereft  to  the  happinefc  of  grates,  as  far  as  js 

compatible  with  the  nature  of  thing*  The  ityle  of  my  amufetnents 
aire  £if  ]  quite  oppofite  to  that  of  Domitian's.  I  take  a  pleafuw  in 
restoring  life  j  and  though  I  do  not  give  harbour  to  all  animaU,  yet  I 

.  never  make  them  fuffer  for  having  taken  inciter  under  my  roof 5  a$d 
I  am  fo  perfuaded  of  the  advantages  which  attend  the  indulgence  t)f 
fuch  fenftbilities,  when  not  accompanied  with  caprice  and  patriality, 

'  that  J  would  have  all  thofe  who  are  about  the  perfons  of  children  aj& 
the  &me  part,  though  their  tempers  mould  not  he  of  that  kind  U>  re- 
ceive pleafure  from  it.' 

We  now  come  to  the  authorefs*  plan  for  the  literary  educa- 
tion of  young  perfons.  The  Latin  grammar,  geography  taught 
in  the  eafieft  and  pleafanteft  manner,  fuch  parts  of  phyfics  as  lie 
open  to  the  attention  of  children,  writing,  arithmetic*  and  the 
French  language,  which  might  be  taught  by  French  domeftios, 
are,  (he  thinks,  fully  fufficient  to  exercife  the*  time  of  childhood. 
Books  file  would  feldom^ntroduce  but  with  the  view  of  amuft- 
inent;  and  thefe  (he  would  confine  to  a  very  fmall  number, 
chofen  for  the  fimpHcity  of  the  fubjetft,  and  for  the  purpofe  of 
entertainment ;  but  with  an  exception  in  favour  of  fuch  eaTy 
Latm  authors  as  are  tifed  in  the  firft  claflcs  of  the  public  feboors, 
in  order  to  exemplify,  by  actual  reading,  thofe  rules  of  grammar 
which  are  every  day  committed  to  memory.  Should  any  of  her 
pupils  fbew  more  than  ordinary  vigour  of  intellect,  or  great  im- 
patience to  enlarge  his  ideas,  fhe  would,  at  the  age  of  ten,  enter 
him  on  a  conrfe  of  reading*  which  fliould  commence  with  the 
,  moft  celebrated 'Cables  in  the  Euglifti,  French,  and  Latin  lan- 
guages. At  twelve,  and  not  before,  his  fludies  may  be  ex- 
tended to  a  fele&ton  from  Plutarch's  Lives,  in  the  EJrtglifli 
tranflatioo,  Addifon's  Spectators,  Guthrie's  Geographical  Gram- 
mar, and  Mentelles  Geographic  comparee,  in  the  original, 
During  this  period,  the  JJnglifh  Grammar  is  to  be  made  a, part 
4sf  the  pupil's  ftudy,  beginning  with  Afh's  Abridgment  of  Lowth, 
and  then  proceeding  to.  Lowth's  excellent  introdu&ion.  At 
the  age  of  fourteen,  themes  written  in  Latin  and  Engliih,  with 
due  attention  to  Dr.  Johnfon's  precepts  by  obliging  the  pupil  to 
.  compofe  with  celerity,  fcould  be  exacted;  and  fhe  recommends 
*  commencing  a  courfe  of  hiftory,  beginning  with  RoHin's  Ancient 
Hiftory  in  French^  then  one  of  the  beft  fcaglifli  hiftories  in  our 
own  language,  and  Li vy's.  hiftory  in  the  original :  <   , 

*  The  reading  of  the  Greek/  continues  the  authorefs,  •  may  be 
•poftponed  till  the  language  is  acquired;  but  the  thread  of  the  Roman 
hiftory  mould  be  leimrely  purfoed  through  Livy,  Dion  Caflius,  Sal- 
Juft,  Tacitus  in  Latin,  and  Pergufon  and  Gibbon  in  Engliih.  The  , 
v  hiftory  of  modern  Europe  moald  fucceea*  the  ftudy  of  the  Greek 
Jiiftory  j  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  the  rudiments  of  this  language  ftiould 

be 
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bMaaght,  ^jtfc  ftudy  j»orfuei!  till  acofrp^nt.koQifWgff  fl£if  jp 
acguiftd.  -At  the  age  erf  fixteen,  and  not  before,  the  pupil  may  cpm- 
jnc^cfl  *  courfc  of  moral  le&uresj,  begumin g  with  Gteertfs :  Qfficis, 
and  gurfuiug  the  thriad  of  this  iiudy  through  Cjcerof  tlutar ch\  Epic- 
jetus„and  Seneca.  ]  At  this  age,  if  he  is  a  pupil  aftafte,  he  win".take 
great  delight  in  Fenelon's  Yelemachus.  "Rollings  Belles  Lettres',and 
the  poets  may  now  be  'introduced  as  a  relief  from''  rfte  drier  iliidf  ti>f 
morals  and  hiftory  ;  but  the  Englifh  poetry  I  flfaufd  cOiifine'tV  fetfte 
fele&ed  plays  of  Shakelpeare,  to  Addifon's  CatoV  td  Steele's  C6nfctoti$ 
tbrers,  to  Milton ,  and  to  Pope.  1  he  French  poetry  I  would  li  mi?  to 
Boikait,  and  fomc  plays  (elected  out  of  Oonieiik,  Racine*.  Alriiene; 
tniVoltaireV  works-;  mid  the  Latin  k&ures  to  felecled  plajrsbdf 
Terence,  forae  felect  epigrams  from  Martial,  and  to  Vergil's  £ft£ftl 
tad.Georgics.  It  may  be  unneceilary  to  fay,  that  there,, are  ,al*ny 
pieces,  even  of  the  moral,  of  Pope,  very  improper  for  the^peruf«u\of 
youth.  His  Abelard  and  Eloifa is  only  fit  for  the  autumnal fe^afan  of 
life ;  and  thoiigh  it  is  painful  to  fupprefs  the  pijodu&ions  of  ge)fj,iu$  ami 
of  labour,  it  would  have  been  better  if  h'fs  imitations  of  Chaucerjnaii 
fccen  committed  to  the  flames.  As  the  tutor  Ihou Id  always1  aldtcm- 
pany  his  pupil  in  his  Tenures  in  poetry;  he  rnay:take  ari  o^fobtturfiVy 
femake  obfervations  on- the  potent  powers  ofntfnrbers  j  a^Aeie  he 
Jdty  illoflTate  by  mwiing  into  plain  profe:  foihe-  of  the  nttirt  'drifting 

auto  of  Popes  Eflay  onMau .The  ufe  of  the  globe*  tn*yno3 

be  ^introduced  ;  Fergufon's  Aftronomy  -taught ;  le$ar£3  xm:  expaii 
menta}  pfeilofopby  attended*,  and  the  knowledge  of  namra^/Jiifrtoy 
acquired  by  the  perufai  of  thofe  celebrated  naijuralifts  tf^i#yva#4 
Buffon.' 

The  ftudy  of  natural  hiftory  is  without  doubt  both  pleafing 
and-trfeful ;  bat  wfrcr  wotrtd  ever  think  of  putting  Prrny  into  the 
bands  of  young  people  unacquainted  with  the  fciejice  i|,  \E*X$W 
one?  who  has  read  the  works  of  ancient  naturaliQs  knows,  that, 
though  valuable  in  Tome  refpe&s  they  abound  with  errors  and 
fiblca  of r.he  mo(l  abfurd  kind,  wJ)icb*  thanks  to  the  ace y cafe ^jce^ 
fearches  and  diligence  of  the  moderns,  are  now  totally  explod^, 
except  am 30g ft  the  ignorant  and  fuperftirious.  t  , 

At  eighteen  her  pupil >  if  he  is  a  lad  of  genius,  our  authored 
thinksj  will  have  acquired  a  fuiheicnt  ki  e  of  t^e  Cjreejs 

language  to  read  with  fatis faction  P3ato->  Dcmoilhcnes,  Homer, 
Euripides*  and  tSophocies.  Ccfar's  Commentaries  and  Cicero's 
Orations  may  then  form  a  part  of  his  JLatjn  ftudy;  but  proper 
obfervations  mould  be  made  on  thofe  paflages  where  Cicero 
thews  himfclf.rrtorc  the  lawyer  than  the  man  of  ft  rift  integrity. 
At  this  fcafon  Mr.  Home  TookeTs  Ep^apieropita^  Mr.  Harris's 
Heroics,  and  Lord  Munboddo  on  Language^  may  be  read  with  . 
advantage,  and  a  courfe.  of  logic  entered  on,  which  flic  would 
begin  with  Harry's  Philosophical  Arrangements  \  *nd  then  pro- 
ceed to  Arifiodc,  At.  the  age  of  nineteen  the  (tudy.of  pontics 
is.  to  be  commenced  ;  and  the  authors  recommended  on  this 

fubjed 
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fubje&  are  Harrington*  Svdney*  Locked  and  Hobbw.  "' jfo^aw- 
after,  ancient  mythology  mould  be  ftudled in  Spehce's,  1*<>Iyttie* 
tisy.Hefiod,  Ovid,  Bbckwdl,  Baiiicrejarid Bryant:  An^ft 
nietaphyfics  come  next  in  order,  and  are  to  be  leaned  frt;Piat& 
Cudworth,  and  Monbbddo.  When  a  competent  knowledge  or" 
this  fubjeft  is  gained,  and  the  ftudent  has  reached  his  onerancft 
twentieth  year,  it  will be  the  feafon  to  perufe  the  facred  fojp* 
tqres,  with  the  beft  commentaries,  Lardner's-and  Moflieim's 
ecelefiaftical  hiftories  may  next  Aicceed*  with  a  fmall  number  of 
die  beft  controverfial  writers ;  and  the  whole  is  to  bedofed  with 
the  ftudy  of  the  mathematics,  and  a  ierious  perafal  of  the  Light  $f 
)Ntitiire  fur/tied. 

#uch  are  the  general  outlines  of  Mrs.  Macauley  Graham'* 
jrian  of  literary  education  j  upon  which  we  fhall  make  no  farther 
comment  than  to  obferve,  that  what  fhe  fays,  refpc&ing  the 
mathematics  being  the  laft  objedt  of  attention,  appears  to  us 
highly  ridiculous  and  abfurdi  efpecially  as  logic  is  to  be  made,$ 
previous  ftudy-  In  our  humble  opinion,  the  mathematics  oughi 
to  be  introduced  at  as  early  an  age  as  poffible ;  that  is  to  foyr  as 
fo*>n  as  the  capacity  is'  ripe  for  this  purfujt*  for  no  branch  &£ 
(cience  tends  more  to  enlarge  the  mind,  to  eKercife  it  in  com* 
binrng  and  comparing,  and  to  accuftom  it  to  reafoh.clofehyand 
with  accuracy  $  without  which  reading  will  be  attended  with 
Very  little  advantage,  -■•'  — ' 

f  To  be  continued.  1 

-— j  ;'.}:;''        '  '   "■ — '  — ~~~ '■ ' —^ — '.  "  ui»  i«-. - 

Art,  IX.     ATreatife  on  Theatres.     By  George  Saunders.     4f(k 
;  10s.  6a.  boards.     Taylor.     London,  1790. 

T^HIS  treatife  is  offered  to  the  public  principally  with  a  view 
•  to  forward  an  inquiry  into  the  effentials  of  a  good  theatre; 
and  Mr.  Saunders,  wc  think,  has  contributed  not  a  little,  by,  his 
philofophical  obfer  vat  ions,  towards  elucidating  this  fubje£t.  He 
begins  with  confidering  optics  and  phonics,  as  they  relate  to 
theatres;  confining  himfelf,  in  refpe£fc  of  the  former,  to  that  part 
which  relates  to  dircft  vilion.  He  obferves  it  is  an  univerfal 
cuftom  to  take  the  point  or  fight  for  the  fcenc  painting  at  the 
centre  of  the  front  boxes  j  and  this  not  only  for  the  flats  or  end 
fcene,  but  for  the  fide  fcenes  alfo;  in  which  it  is  neceffiry,  in 
many  inftances,  to  represent  one  continued  line,  fjch  as  the  fide 
of  a  room,  &c*  j  but  the  leaft  remove  from  the  centre  breaks 
this  line,  and  weakens  the  effeft  of  the  fcene,  This,  Mr.  Saun- 
ders obferves,  dennonftrates  that  our  painted  fcenes  can  be  viewed 
to  a  proper  advantage  in  one  Ctuation  only;  and  that  they  will 
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,  appear  defac\ive,  in  proportion  as  they  are  vie  wed, at*  4i$w&c 
from  this  point.  .,  ..  l.^vvi^c.l 

-  ■  Our  author  diftjaguifhes  panics,  or  the  da&rine  offeuads, 

.from  acouftks,  or  that  of  hearing*  kiftead^oi  dividing; it  into 
<ftrett,  rtfracHed,  aod.  reflected*  he  considers  it,  for  the  fake  of 
pcripicuity,  under  three  -diftin&  heads  %  namely,  fcfmatS&nPtf 

.ftjund,  combination  of  founds,  and  progrefs  of  found  5  but  of  the 
two  firft  of  thefe  he  only  treats  where  their  intimate  connexion 
with  the  laft  renders  fomc  mention  of  them  unavoidable. 

Sound,  we  know,  is  ti;anfmitted  and  makes  its  progress 
through  the  medium  of  air.     It  is  fuppofcd  to  be  effected  byyi- 

"bration,  and  to  move  in  a  circular  undulating  foxm,  fomewbat 
fimilar  to  that  of  water  when  a  {tone  is  thrown  into  it*  >   But  as 

-found  U  very  much  influenced  or  altered  by  the  bodies  k  meets 
with,  and  the  form  of  itsexpanfion  depends  much  on  the  manner 
of  its  being  tranfmitted,  our  author  proceeds  to  inquire,  how  it 
is  affected  by  the  different  bodies  it  may  meet  with  in  its  prqgrefs, 
and  particularly  in  what  manner  the  human  voice  is  found  to  ex- 
pand.    For  this  purpofe  he  inftituted  fome  experiments,  which 

•  are  briefly  as  follow : 

Having  traced. a  circle  of  an  hundred  fctt  in,  diameter,1  he 

•  placed  the  fpeaker  in  the  centre.  The  hearer  moving  on  $he  .cir- 
cumference of  this*  circle,  »heard  moft  diftiriclly  when  in  front  of 
the  fpeaker,  not  much  lefs  fo  on  each  fide,  but  fcatce' at  all 
behind. 

In  the  fecond  experiment  the  fpeaker  was  placed  in  thenfeme 
"  circle,  at  the  dHtance  of  twenty-five  feet  from  the  centre,"  'He 
was   beft   heard  at  the   fides,    and  indifferently  in   fro«t    and 
behind.  # 

"  Tn  the  third  experiment  the  author  changed  ths  fituation  of 
the  fpeaker,  and  found  that,  by  placing  him  feventeen  feef  from 
'the  centre,  the  voice  reached  thi  circumference  moft  equal] v. 
He  then,  without  regarding  the  circle,  traced  the  extreme  dff- 
tance  at  which  the  voice  could  be  alftinSly  heard  every  way;  ^nd 
,he  afcertained  it  to  be  ninety-two  feet  in  front,  feventy-five  feet 
on  each  fide,  and  thirty-one  feet  behind.  ,  '' , 

We  fhall  lay  before  our  readers  the  authors  fecond  pfoftofi- 
tfen>  w^ch  contains  an  "unexpected  refult  in  one  of  th^  experi- 
ments :  *  '  v1       '''""" 

....        •  -   .  •  ,:.•::    '\:>  -j  rj: 

4  Of  tbt  AfiaficTtt  Ih/tenJtD*,  and  cohkai  Fmn  o^&mndm  r. 
4  ]  found  ffane  difficulty  in  afcertaiaihg'  this ;  ibr.iir  i&'&ti ifrffbp- 
ptrtunkies  which  offered  for  trying  h,  <he - de&enfofc  of  ihe^Ve^ ai- 
rways exceeded  the.afceauon  .fa  naudv,  as  &em*4  zlmi>{kljti^4$>ibte. 
.  Thefe  experiment  were  tried  upon  polei*  ladder^  or  higk  buildings. 
',  .  £xj>.  X.    In  a  clean  chimney,  almoft  ftraigto,  the  wjiccjafctolded 
Jtfty  feet,  and  dsfcended  futty  feet  j  was  heard  equally  wefl'as  at  the 
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tHftance  of  feventy  feet  on  a  plane;  but  as  the  floor  of  the  room,  as 
wfeif  a*  the  earth,  in  the  other  "inftance*,  might  Sttra^  the  feudd 
downwards,  1  made  another  experiment  in  St.  Paul's  cathedral.  ;  - 
- «  Ekp*4L  The  w^l-hde-ofithe  ^airtafe,  whkh  is  flee  of  any  re- 
dundancy of  found,  is  about  mgkt  feet  in  diaaetery  encircled  by  *a 
floae.waU,  and  covered  with,  a  ikylight.  Atibme  diftanc©  from  the 
bottom*  aud  near  the  top  >  were  alternately  placed  fpeaker  and  Nearer; 
wheu  the  voice  defcending  was  heard  at  the  -diftance  of  eighty  fe*jt/ 
aie^ndjing  feventy  feet*  ..',''. 

'.  Allowing  for  the  difference  of  the  air's,  denfity  at  the  top  and 
bottom,  we  may  reafonably  conclude  that  could  an  air  be  found  o^' 
the  fame  medium  throughout,  found  would  expand  equally  everyway, 
and  form  2.  perfetf  fpbtre ;  in  confirmation  of  which  I  can  add  the  trial 
majie  in  a  very  windy,  cold  day,  at  a  considerable  height,  the  lb  weft 
pertfm  being  at  fome  dritance  from  the  ground  ;  when  the  aiccnfioa 
and  defcenfion  were  fcarctly  different,  and  both  correfponded  with  the 
diftance  on  a  plane.' 

Mr.  Saunders  ftrongly  oppofes  the  generally-received  doctrine 
of  the  reflection  of  found,  to  which  the  echo  is  commonly  af- 
cribed.     He  obferves,  that  none  of  the  remarkable  inftances  of 
bearing  a  whifper  can  be  explained  upon  this  principle  ;  fuch  as 
£he  dome  of  St.  Pauj's,.  which  is  circular;  the  gallery  ove£  the 
ea^  qhoir'of  Glqucefter  cathedral,  and  the,  Claud ian  aqueduft^ 
\yhich  are  both,  ft  wight  >  with  the  prifon  of  Dionyfius  at  Syra~. 
cufe,  which  is  a  parabola..     In  all  thefe,  our  author  obferyes^  <h$ 
neceflary  fituationis  at  or  near  the  wall.     But  were  they  ocqa- 
ftem.ed.by  reflection*  the  contrary  would  be  the  cafe ;  a  fpot  muft 
;^e  found  in  which  all  the  reflecting  rays  would  be  concentrated- 
"VVijth  refpecT:  to  echoes,  he  aflcs,  Hqw  would,  reflection  occafioii 
a  repetition  three  or  four  times  at  the  fide  of  an  Egyptian- pyra- 
mid, mentioned  by  Plutarch  ?     And  the  fame  may  be  obferred  of 
the  fepulchre  of  MeteJla  near  Rome. 

"The  author  appears  to  have  examined  with  attention. the  pro- 
perty of  different  materials  to  alter  and  conduct  foiuid,.    He  ob- 
fervesj  that  to  afcertain  the  progrefs  of  found  ia  air,  it  would-be 
t   ©eceffary  ,tp  place  two  high  and  flejider  poles  at  a  proper  dif- 
'  tancej  from  the  top  of  which  the  experiments  ftiould  be  made, 
tthe  denfity  of  the  air  afcertained,  and  the  whole  compared  with 
lite  extenfion  of  found  on  a  plane.     Prom  the  beft  obfervabions 
he  could  make*  found  extended  in  air  in  a  degree  nearly  £qi&l  to 
its  extenfion  on  a  plane,  by  which  is  underftood  a  field  of  turf,  or 
a  rm»<k*ww  -Be  did  not  -find  an  opportunity  of  comparing  the 
tij£qgreCs  the  voice  made  on  earth  upon  any  open  pave4  furface, 
free  of -enclofures ;  but  he.always  remarked  the  fojund  y^s*m|ich 
^fe^ITed  on  earthy  and, very.differctnt  from  the  (band  ia/other 
^ffihiktioov-   Eartb,:  he  obferves,  maybe  fuppofed  to^jav©  a^  t\vo- 
-->  bfoB.-property  with  refpefl:  to  found*      Being  very  porous,  it 
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abibrbs  found,  which  is  counteraded  by  its  property  of  conduc- 
ing found,  and  occafions  it  to  pafe  on  a  plane  in  an  equal  preptttL* 
tion  to  its  progrefs  in  air,  unencumbered  by  any  body.  "K:'- 

Plafter,  our  author  dbferves,  is  proportionably  better'tfjah 
loofe  earth  for  conducing  found,  as  being  more  compaft,— 
Clothes  of  every  kind,  particularly  woollen,  are  known  to  prt- 
judice  found  extremely. — Paint  has  generally  been  thought  un- 
favourable to  found,  from  its  being  fo  to  mufical  inftrumemv 
the  efie&s  of  which  it  entirely  deftroys. — Water,  though  hi~ 
therto  little  noticed,  with  refpeft  to  its  conducting  found,  -ap^ 
pears,  from  the  author's  observations,  to  be  of  the  greateft  can-:, 
fequence  :  '  •   • 

*  When  I  made  the  following  experiment  there  was  a  trifling  wioU; 
confcquently  the  water  was  proportionably  agitated.  I  chofe  a  quiet 
patt  of  the  Thames,  near  Chelfea  Hofpital,  and  with  two  boats  tried 
the  diftance  the  voice  would  reach.  On  the  water  we  could  ^iftiftftly 
hear  at  the  diftance  of  an  hundred  and  forty  feet,  on  land  at  that  of 
feventy-fix.  It  mould  be  obferved,  that  on  land  so  noife  intervened  5  < 
but  on  the  river  fame  noife  was  occanooed  by  the  flowing  of  the  *wat*r. 
again  ft  the  boats ;  fo  that  the  difference  on  land  and  on  water  muft  fr* 
much  more,  _  j 

c  Watermen  obftrve,  that  when  the  <w*ttr  is  at  a  Hand,  and  Uie 
weather  perfectly  calm,  if  no  noife  intervene,  a  whifper  may  be  heaftt 
acrofs  the  river ;  and  that  with  the  current  it  will  be  carried  to  a  muck 
greater  diihmce,  ai^d  vice  verfa  againft  the  current*  ,        r>  .y 

*  Mariners  well  know  the  difference  of  found  on  fea  and  land,    :  _. 

4  When  a  canal  of  water  was  led  under  the  pit  floor  of  the  tbe$tf$  .. 
of  Argentine,  at  Romet  a  furpdfing  difference  was,  obferved;  tj^; 
voice  lias  iince  been  heard  at  the  end  with  particular  djittn^e&p  T 
where  it  wii  before  fcarce  dillinguifhabte*  -  •  j.  .-,   L>L- 

*  I  he  Villa  Simonetta,  near  Milan  (fee  Big.  i>  fl.  i.)j  is jCntire.ijLrr. 
orer  arcades  of  <wattr-  -i  -trsmi:: 

*  Another  v ilia  near  Rouen,  remarkable  for.  i^se^Jio,  is,buflf.;$flrREo:> 
fubterraneous  cavities  of  wa/fr.  ,,,...;      .  •   »   '      .  vnj:  c: 

f  A  refcrvoir  of  iwi/ff  domed  over  ?ear  S^nmpre  has  a  ftr^fft)^ 
echo*  ....  *,.„i     ■  -^    ,[    ar  lis 

*  I  do  not  remember  ever  being  under  Ae  arcbej  pf&  AowibrWiflSrb 
that  did  not  echo  i  which  is  not  always  the  cafe, with  featfar  ^U^Wfca 
on  land*  ^    :        ;.-.,,    (#  ,,,,  nclfiv. 

*  A  houfe  in  Lambeth  Mar (h,  inhabited  by  M*i  $*#&?* <  U  Wrjhb 
damp  during  winter,  when  it  produces  aa  ^q»tw)wfr[j4>^Mtifadi 
houfe  gets  dry.  .,   .      :ii   .,  :u^Vi)  -,,-.  ..^  y^  4 

*  Kircher  obferves  that  echoes  repeat  ,more  (taq^v.dW-jtaftfe  « 
the  day  :  he  makes  the  difference  to  be  49ubta*  ,:  :[  .JC.  :    •-.<:  ,0:>io7 

*  Dr.  Plot*  lays  the  echo  in  tt  oodftofifc  f^rjc' .repealed  itaentemtnl 
limes  by  day,  and  twenty  by  night  Aiiji^^a'a^xp^mni:^^! 
the  Villa .Simon  ctta  was  in  a  fog,  whcUfjip^aftcw)  fifiy^artp^  q 

'After 
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-*, AfterrfclHhcfe  ioftartoes,  I  tkink  little  doubt;  ca&  rjdiHaia  ef  >tfte!  ', 
infl^wefW^  has  on  fov&d \  and  I  coiiclttdeiliha.t»U«)nduia»!fe)ia*! 
more  than  any  pi&er.  body  lyhatewr.  ..„:*•        •..-:.<..  r> 

5}  ^an4jQ^o^^rwpai:tiQulariy  agrseafcte  fapprpus,and  l^g^- 
teje^^erspy/    •,.'-,  «   ■  •     •  .»:»  ••"  •  •    •         »•  •  ^.-  » 

-  ftactfdtflg  -  ta  otir  author's  tjifervatiofts,  water  and  fl:ofie  ttriitedl r 
produce  the  greateft  echoes;  After  water,  ftone  may  be  reckoned  \ 
the^rtfatell  conduilof  offourfd.     Stone  is  fonorous,  but  occa-*~ 
fionf  a  batfli,  difagreeable  tone,  unfavourable  to  mufic.     Epckf 
in-'ffefp&t  of  found,  has  nearly  the  fame  properties  as  ftone.    Part1 
of  the 'garden  wall  of  the  late  "W.  Pitt,  Efq.  of  Kingftbn  in 
Dorfetfhire,  conveys  a  whifper  to  the  diftance  of  near  two  hun- 
dred. fe,efc.     Woqa!  js  fonorous  and  vibrative;  of  all  material^  it 
prfj$jices  a  tone  the  moil  agreeable  and  melodious.     Soundings 
bqarxfs  n\  theatres,  it  is  remarked,  ?re  proved  by  experience  to 
be.  trfrio.fervice  ;..  for  thqir  .diftance  from,  the  fpeaker  is  too  great 
toibeimpreffed  with  a  fufficient  force.  But  founding-boards  im- 
mediately over  a  pulpit  may  have  the  defifed  effeft,  provided  the', 
cafe'  be  made  of  a  juftthickhefe,  and  according  to  certain  prin- 

crples. 

Xhe  author  next  treats  of  the  form  of  theatres  .moft'  advan- 
tageous to  the  voice  'and  fight.     *  It  has  been  afked^  fays '.'one. 
author,^  ,  _  ,.  v,_> ,  ^  ., .     .  ,     ,       A  

*  Why  have  we  not  in  our  theatres  made  choice  of  the  fame  form  at 
the  ancrents  ?■  And  the  anfwer  has  uniformly  been,  Ikcatife  our 
mowers  differ  from  the  ancients  ;  becaufe,  in  adopting  the  felly* 
circle,  we  IhopM  be  obliged  to  te&te  too  great  an  opening  far  the 
Hag e,  &c .  &c  ■.  Al  1  owl  n g  tiiefe  obj  eel io n s  the  I  r  d uc  weigh  t ,  u  e  m  y 
add,  that  theatres  had  their  rife  in  Greece  j  and  from  'Greece- the  Ko- 
mans  no  doubt  took  the  modtfl  for  their  owrt  countiy;  that  JiHefr^ 
climates  required  a  fpaeious  open  area,  a-:  the  performance11  were 
conducted  during  the  heat  of  the  day,  before  a  people  unaccuftohted 
to  any  cnclofnrcs  th^t  mat  out  the  open  air,  and  where  females  were 
flofc  generally  introduced  into  their  public  fpectatlei :  but  what  availed 
all  this  in  their  forming  the  plan  f  Let  lis  examine  the  Grectaa 
theatre*  The  great  area  waa  left  for  the  dances  and  choruilbs.  But  wly 
not  have  continued  she  ranges  of  feats  to  the  line  of  the  ffege?  The 
reafon  appears  tome  obvious,  becaufe  they  would  not  detract  from 
th«£  beauty  and  advantage  of  the  fem'tdrde.  To  this  1  will  add, 
tha^m  tto  one  inilance  is  their  judgment  more  conspicuous  than  in  the 
very  judicious  diilanee  at  which  they  have  chofen  to  place  the  actor; 
a  <8fttsn€cTo  exactly  correfponding  to  the  manner  of  expanding  the 
voice,  that  to  me  it  is  matter  of  furprife  it  mould  ever  be  deviated 
from,  "The  advantage  of  fight  is  atfo  the  grcatefi  that  pofiibly  could 
be^ain^d  in  con  Junction  ivith  that  of  hearing  ;  and  We  may  further  fup- 
pof^'^hAt,'  befidfcs  preserving  the  beauty  oi  form,  they  did  not  extend 
the  feats  beyond  the  k  mi  circle,  by  rcafon  that  many  of  the  fpeftators 
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wo«yk  10  that  cafe,  be  placed  with  thai*  hocks  inclining  toward  the 
fccaev 

Mf.  Saufcders,  after  taking  a  curfory  view  of  the  form  of 
theatres  to  the  prefent  time,  proceeds  to  confider  what  par- 
ticular model  is  the  /nofl:  advantageous.  From  experiments 
which  he  had  p  revioufly  recited,  he  concludes,  that  it  fevente'en 
feet  from  the  ft:  ::t  of  the  fpeaker,  will  be  the  centre  to  the  part  df  a 
circle  formed  by  the  expaniion  of  the  voice ;  and  that  in  every  part 
of  that  fpace  the  hearers  will  equtlly  participate  the  advantages.  In* 
order  to  make  it  as  capacious  as  poiHble,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
reduce  the  opening  of  the  ftage,  he  allows  three-fourths  of  the 
diameter  of  a  circle  to  the  body  of  the  theatre,  and  one-eighth 
more  for  the  frontifpiece.  This  mode  of  construction,  our  author 
obferves,  will  be  found  to  produce,  at  all  times,  an  opening  propor- 
tioned to  the  fize  of  the  theatre ;  the  greater  part  of  the  fpe&a-*. 
tors  will  be  in  face  of  the  fcene;  and  it  is*a  form  that  will  eon- 
tain  the  greateft  number,  in  an  equal  fpace ;  all  whicli  pfoper1- 
ties  appear  from  a  comparifon  of  it  with  other  forms.1  The 
oval,  for  inftance,has  beenfuppofed  to  give  to  every  fpe&ator  &n 
equal^advantage  of  fight;  but  thofe  feated  at  the  ex*emity  onlv, 
fee  in  a  dire<5f  line;  and  in  proportion  as  the  fpeftatoi^'  recede 
from  that  point,  they  advance  the  back  toward  the  fcene.  This 
is  a  difadvantage  attending  it  with  refpeft  to  fight ;  for  hearing  it 
it  by  no  means  calculated.  The  author  remarks,  that  afi  forms 
adapted  to  the  theories  of  reflection,  or  condtt<ftioh  (were  theUr 
ever  fo  clearty  demonft rated),  muft  be  deficient.  The  grtat* 
object  is,  to  get  as  many  within  hearing  *s  poflible1;  therefor* 
the  fpace  left  for  the  purpofe  of  reflection  can  only  be  in  pro*-1 
portion  as  the  number  of  auditors  is  reduced.  The  ftjbarcNr 
thinks  preferable  to  the  oval ;  it  contain^  mOre  in  front :  the* 
fides,  however,  are  bad,  particularly  when  much  extended  oblig- 
ing the  fpeciator  to  turn  his  face  abnoft  over  the  fcoulcfer.  Tfe 
horfe-fboe  form,  in  his  opinion,  has  great  merit:  the  front,  how- 
ever, is  too  far  extended  in  proportion  to  the  width,  being  equal 
to  a  whole  circle  from  the  ftage ;  and  the  ftraight  lin$s  narrowing 
towards  the  fcene,  have  a  difagreeable  afpe&,  and  fome  di&dvan- 
tages  attending  the  fides  of  thifqttare.  * 

Mr.  Saunders  farther  endeavours  to  Aew,  that,  in  ft  gnto* 
diftance,  we  hear  worfe  the  higher  we  are  fkoated ;  attd  *siM» 
a  fituation  is  equally  bad  for  viewing,  it  "will  be  proper  t»  4oaftp 
down  the  ceiling  of  the  theatre  as  low  as  may  be,  cotdtHttwif 
with  the  neceflary  accommodation,  aod  beauty  of  the  building. 
It  does  not,  however,  appear  that  heightening  the  ceiling  will  in 
any  wife  fenftbiy  a£e&  toe  voice;  hut  it  mall,  iaall  cafev-b^kt 
conductor  «f  fottoi.to  rfwt  upper  mage  ml  feats*    Qtuvttitimr 
thinks  that  the  beft  proportioned  height  is  three-fourths <rf*to  • 
diameter,  or  the  length  from  the  ftage  to  t|ie  front  of  thp^pofrtf 

boxes.  v 
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boxes.  Whfc  regard  tc  *•  fiae^  it  woo W  not  be  adviflfceto 
have  a  greater  diftancc  than  from  fixty  feet  from  the  ftage,  oh  a 
leve]  with  the  fpeaker,  or  feventy  feet  to  the  *ttmoft  extent,  either 
in  theatre  or  opera-houfe.  They  are  equally  fubfervient  to  tb* 
fame  laws  of  hearing  and  feeing  j  both  which  are  defe&ive,  when 
that  diftance  is  exceeded. . 

The  author  then  enters  into  the  detail  of  the  conftru6tion  of 
theatres  and  opera-houfes,  treating  of  the  various  parts  of  each* 
with  the  beft  manner  of  lighting  them*  and  the  materials  of 
which  they  ought  to  confift.  This  ufeful  part  of  the  work  is 
followed  by  an  examination  of  the  principal  theatres  5  in  which. 
we  meet  with  the  Gifcek  and  Roman  theatres,  the  theatre  at 
Paring  the  theatre  of  San  Carlo  at  Naples,  of  Argentina  at 
Rome,  theatre  at  BolQgna,'  San  Benedetto  at  Venice,  theatre  at 
Imola,  Milan*  Turin,  Bourdeaux,  .theatre  Italien  at  Paris,  theatre 
Francois*,  ww  dc  la  Nation,  at  Paris  $  with  the  late  Opera- 
hofifc  in  London^  the  theatre  in  Co  vent -Garden,  and  the  de- 
fcrAption  of  dcfigns  for  a  jheatre  and  an  opera-houfe, 

Uppfli  the  whole,  we  have  received  great  pleafure  from  the 
peruial  of  this  ingenue  treatife,  in  which  the  author  feems  to 
have  been  at  fflreat pains  in  afcertaining  the  determinate  princi- 
ples which  ought  to  regvJat??  the  conftrudion  of  theatres*  Though 
a  fubje&  do$y  corrected  with  national  tafte,  and  therefore  de-: 
fer,viog  of  attention,  it  has  hitherto  fiever  been  anaiyfed  with  any*- 
degree  of  fcientific  obfervation :  but  Mr.  Saunders's  remarks,  we' 
may  hope, ;  will  henceforth  afford  to  the  conftru&ors  of  theatres 
rapr*  certain,  as  well  as  more  fuccefsful  rules  of  architectural  con* 
trivance  ;  and  by  knowing  more  accurately  the  progrefs  of  found,* 
and  the  moft  advantageous  points  of  vifion,  they  will  be  enabled 
todetecmine  both,  the  form  and  magnitude  of  theatres,  moft  fuitr ' 
able  not  only  to  magnificence)  but  the  putpofes  of  public  exhP 
bition.  The  work  is  accompanied  with  a  variety  of  plates  il- 
luftrating  the  form*  of  different  theatres,  and  the  theoretical 
principles  advanced  in  the  cburfe  of  the  inquiry. 


Art.  X*  Reflexions  on  the  Revolution  in  France,  and  on  tht 
Proceedings  tn  certain  Societies  in  London  relative  to  that  Event* 
4n*  Letter  intended  to  beteo  been  font  to  a  Gentleman  in  Paris. 
Bf4ht  Right  H*.  Ednrnnd  Barke.  8vo.  5s.  fewed.  Dodfley. 
l*oa4oa,  1790. 

l&mthaied.  ] 

T£t  our  laft  wetctft^view  of  Mr.  Barters  general  opinion 

**  rf  cbe  hereditary  nature  of  ouf  govemntent,   and  flighttjr 

hated  at  what  he  had  advanced  in  attfwer  to  Dr.  Price's  <m-* 

EWfe.EET.  VOL.XV1.DK.  1790.  '  *  ft*lrf©d 
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^n^.aflertiflng  |o  &*  owtra*y ;  we  ft^d^w^QdftAiil&crpr' 
qeyiew.^f  &is  ftf^&fog  .pmrfprnwwcfi;  a  (^r^cmmincB^thaiairiii 
bft^4.*?l9flg  *£  tbe,pwer$  <^  i:(OTpOft^^lwrattcn^l»|JM 
bog^a  el<¥iuf  nee,  is  $uUiv4t$d,  or  the  fiffiSFts  ofafaehtinumi&Mt 
yfi^dnairerf,  whiqh,  however  jhVdilfeScrt*  wwfce  a  :§««**  be* 
y^^  the  reach  of  indu&ry,  aod  comolpn  fl^kivatioDi     We  left: 
Mt.J3urke  with,  his  defcriptipn  of  th£  ^National  Affibmbtyoief 
frafKc/  This  we  .£Qpqeivt,t  ia  in$ny,  *&&&&> .  oreochatjg^f 
but  as  the  fubje&  very  often  occurs  ia  thexfcurfe  of  Jhmivmt^ 
y!$  Qn$  rather  ^tutftf  t&  the  a&s  of  this  body  than  ks  conffituent 
pacts,. which  arp  irv  fbmp.ipepfure  illwftmtqd  by  tfaeotl>er^)iiW« 
cguWwilb,  however,  Mr.  Burke  te4  not  thought. ipropeM to 
heighten  the  reprefeujtation  byra  comp«ifc<^wi|bjQur:ouin^fcKfe 
of  Commons.    If  we  have  wealthy  menifV  oujvfcrjpfeejnit  ip*4k> 
be  regretted  that  the  means  by.  whisk  too  nfmny  poddunbtlitHr 
feats  axe  fubverfive  of  tlje  principles  of  thofe  c<uilfcttitt|tsfiw#&fe 
ijjtprpfts  they  are  to  defend;  and-  if  w^hajreaflrMtaoofiiirJferior. 
property,  the  expenses  <?f  a  parli^nKfrtary^^Yofs^nAattendprice^ . 
#$,  expected  tp  be.fome  way  coi»pc#ifcjted.n  A  a  to  thai  adequacy 
qf  oux  rejpixfenUtion,  its  conftderation  wiU<occu».he*eaft±k;qflttt 
whatever  defe&s  are  obferved  in  thi*  o*  asyjotbtu  partrof,btogo>u 
v'erameot,  they  b^e  therfenclion  rf.4^fKtfy  to  prleadifoir  tbetn»; 
^)d^,i$  l^dly  credit^le:  wjth  what;  aftoni&wgjjibiJifcjDMirdBiirfce. 
fRs&ef  this  fingleKplea  ^li^oft  fwifiemftt  jpfreew^e^tbemncawBow* 
abufo  tbat  hadcrqpteveaiuto  the  tfepch-g^Memmqnti  idisrob* 
ferjalt^nstOP  this  |>art^M)clude  with  ad^lawJation  a^ainftwuibu 
vauous,  ar^d  ■  jfcave  &rcjaft  jc  sdlu&ws  to  - th*  «hara($emj  arid  i  tea** 
perf-af  the.  generality  qt<x*t9&VW9M*i  ::<m  <''        ^  -n  *  '-^  b3ul 
v  ;A&pr  tbU.^r/VJ^r^X«fiix)st.t»:Wginrhift  worktaftoflip^Ki^jt 
tifigyifbig^^we^'^^  flat©  qfrcwil 

ipejejy?.  .  lb?: prj|*cifflf4: r^yetejw^ilieetilwkh? hcifcfis^rthei*** 
thor/s  ,w#nder&UaW  ^;  feeing,  tfvi&f^ 
f^apjS  the  r^ad^r  way^bjficl  to  rtis:«w>n^rbccattfe,ilhi  fabjtft 
is  not  always  maa>  plaw^r  *  fa  a^rilutotic*^n.ifrtintabftato£af 
fociety,  we  are  toldy(  every  man  has  bright  tolhe^roducrarifitii 
inddfcryv  andthe,ftatf5  jOf  public  goodLthatibdcty  pradiioe*/  It 
is  ar^rti^fl^pjH^kh.ftViCry  man  has-iequafca^te^^'tt  «fe*. 
tp  equal  thinES-r^  ije.  hag  a  right  j  to  iru>/4Mioportibnalldivida«t 
i  pn  five  fhillir^s,  ,as.w^ll  ,*s,  a^qther  to  itisiof  fbaq  fapxnlrcd 
c  ppundsi  buta$$o;ttei^e^patf^ 

*  wjif^h  each  in^ivi^l.ougfet.to  h*Y£  ift^hfiifbteyli/d^iijriltetq 

*  bea^ong  ripe. original  rfgbu*  wbi<hiP»e^^kayftiriieiiftUdboibt)ri? 
tTri»Mgh  ^^Sur^^iq^f^d.h^fel^caw^ 

y?e?lfta)l  ;i?flde^y$xu^ltjo}!l^e^^fn)Ckftr^  in  flww^Bgsafcafitiw^ 
§i}g  ftf  tfte  qn^qn.  s  \^Q-WQutd  #*e»^k>  ShDri4~A,.bwifiipwi 
finft^fji  w4  ^fi^llW^^r^'Aia  ie»pijaL.of,&ie(offililfaiii 
->V    :>  c  i  t   i  equal 
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t  to  Bfcfiw  hwkked  pounds  hwflotAa  right?  ifttfr '*»<  ' 
equal  intereft,  4iot  only  to  to  equal  idSvidetod,  but  to  annual 
patronage,  authority*  anddire&ionf  It  is  ufg<Si.rite  firft  com- 
f»&i*ra8  different*  True  5  but  the  fir  ft  *oi»pa&  was  madeSfc^ 
fortftbcjciBcumft^ioesth&thave  now  occurred  could  te  fcrittwn  •'£ 
and  it  Ms  befides  appeared,  that  the  ohara&er  and  abilities  bf  the 
tjwo/ace<  altered  with  die  eircumftanccs ;  nor  indeed  is  there  aiiy 
Way  by; which  A  cait  fecure  his  increased' dividends,  but  by  art 
etjual  ihare  in  the  direction, 

:, :$.  If  civil  fociety;'  fays  Mr.  Burke,  «  be  the  offspring  of  eon- 
K  Mention,  that  convention  muft  be  its  law/— Convention,  on  the 
contrary*,  muft  have  been  the  offspring  of  fociety;  and  that  <ttn> 
Ycntion  muft  aker  and  accommodate  itfelf  to  the  changes  the  fo- 
cAetji  undergoes*  We  are  next  told,  and  we  believe  no  one 
will  *k>ufot it,  that,  c  under  thefe  conventions,  men  muft  give 
*  .uftohfi  powe¥4>f  g#verrilng  themfelves ;  they  mud  not  be  judges 
4  in  theit  jowh  caufe/  &«»  This  is  all  very  true ;  but  nothing 
in  it, prevents  the  majority  of  the  members  making  any  improve* 
oratftiii  their  fituation  which  was  not  included  in.  the  original 
cotopatt,  or  convention  This  will  appear  the  more  neceflary, 
becatife,  in  the?  progrefeof  events,  the  intercfts  may  be  fa  con- 
founded^  that  meafupes$  apparently  to  the  advantage  of  one,  may 
btditanctrically  the-reverfe  to  another  j  and,  as  this  could  net  be 
forefeen. in- the  beginning,  the  firft  compa&  may  prove  deficient 
inrnaty  iaiportani  points,  which  nothing '  but  <?xperience  could 
difirovcr*  It  may-  be  deficient  in  the  only  purpofe  for  which  it 
wasijinftkuted,  in  procuring  the  happinefe  of  tf*ofe*who  fatten- 
dered  thei'r  truft.  When  this  is  the  cafe,  the  alteration  muft  be 
in  proportion  to  the  former  errors  $  and  if  it  be  found  that  the 
principle  of  the  old  compa&  was  fundaifeemftfry  bad,  it  will  be- 
cotne  th$4nteiJeft.of  thofe  who  wUhfor  a-fiibftamialamendrrienti 
inftcad  of  making  a  patch  work  of  rotten  materials,  ill  put  toge- 
ther at  firftv  and  worn  out  by  bad  management,  to  begin  on  a 
plan  as  different,  as  poffible  from  the  former,  and  is  free  as  poffi* 
jkt  from  any  liability  to  the  former  inconveniences. 
,1  We:havre  thus  ihr  endeavoured  to  Blew  Mr.  Burke's  prrnci«* 
fits  of  government;  from  which,  however^  he  now  and  thende- 
parts*  la  what  fpllaws,  for  feveral  pages,  it  is  impoifible  for  us 
to  keep  pace  with  him.  Such  a  mixture  -of  metaphyseal  ahd 
praSical  rcafpning,  fiich  alrufions  to  every  branch  of  philofojtfiy, 
peetryiiphyfi^,  horfe  breeding,  fanaticiftn,  &c.  the  whole  ending 
'  m  the  ieueieft  farcafins  on  that  fpecies  of  public  fpirit  winch  is 
indifferent  to  party,  a&amed  of  feeking  puWic  employment  bf  dif- 
baneft  means,  and'  anxious  only  for  the  unfrerfal  happinefs  of 
mankind., ,  .Yet  even  here  we  difcover  ftrength  4f  genius,  habits 
ef  clofeobfeivatioa,  and  a  facility  of  expreffion,  that  toayaimoft 

F  f  %  apologife 
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qwlostfc  for  Us  redundancy.    We  hajre  neat  «r  elegant  fetrrAf 
a^ainftipecttlatiftft  of  every  kind;  wbtfeb  te  fuccaeded  by  airepeu 
tiftcux  almo#  verbatim*  of  what  we  before  quoted  of!  DTi^Pttice^ 
tL^;h  Peters,  and  Earl  Stanhope,  with  the  Old  Jewyy theLoif- 
do» 'Tavern,  &c.  There  »*  however,  a  flight  dferenoeD  in  orir 
potation  the  Do&or  i$  admitted  to  tare  the  beft  intentnut&Irf 
the  world*  and  of  thefe  Mr.  Burke,  from  -a*  long  perfovui  ac« 
quatntaftce,  .is  very  well  able  to  judge;  but^  in  the  prefeftt  ptft. 
fcge»  be  is  rtprefented  as  perfectly  at  his  eafe  with  plots,  ceuw-' 
tcpplots*  treafons*  afiaffinations,  mafiacrfcs*  &c.    Bat  die  Bo&dr 
has  fpoken  far  bimielf,  and  his  work  #ill  come  before  xar  h*  m' 
turn.  Another  defcription  too  of  the  National  AflemHy  fucceeds£ 
in  which  an  apology  is  made  for  them*  as  a£Hng  not  under  their* 
own  guidance,  but  from  the  dread  of  cbnfifcaikma,  baydftdte, 
laaop-pofts)  &c»     This  introduces  a  pathetic  defcription  of  dhe 
king  and  queen  on  the  6th  of  O&ober,  1769.  -  ft  is  itnpoffible 
for  any  thine  to  be  more  htgMy  charged,  or  morefeeJineh^  ite* 
feribed.     The.accouoH  we  received  at  the  time  of  the  tntentuat*- 
of  the  body  guards,  of  the  fuppofed  intriguerof  die  qoeenYjhftyy 
are  palled  over,  andallpajtttei  ate  described  as  acqaiefcing  iathe* 
now conflitutton.   The  protection  which  tbefamily  derived  from* 
LaFjydtte,  is  called  an  infiilt,  which  is  faid  to  be  repeated  hourly 
by  adulatory  addrefles,  to  remind  the  king  of  his  fallen  ftatfc.u^ 
AU  this  one  mighfcjread  with  patience,  were  it  not  for  the  aj»fc! 
toophconthat  ifloft  angelic  idol  of  a  heated' rmagfiiation;  the 
Queen  of  France  !~But  this  has  been  too  much  hackneyedany 
ta^tr  t&  amufe  our  readers.     We  flnaR'  only  remark  orr  Mr. 
Bar  fee's  condkiftoh,  in  which  he  rfejoices  on  the  queen's  carryWg 
in  her  bfcfom  the  inftrnmetit  of  death,  that  flic  may  fattbyitoig*1 
noMe-  handed— Is  this  tho  language  of  one  \tmo  lainefrtfc,  jjit»en 
whole  rendition,  nothing  fo  much  as  the  downfall  of  Ari01nifcv 
tart  religion  ?    Is  this  the  temper,  flumid  &ch  be  the  end,,  of  b«e; 
who  has  a  future  hope  I  Can  royalty  authorift  a  crime  that  neyter 
can  be  repented  of?  It  may  be  dying  like'a'queen^Bke^ijfe&i^ 
g$dJ  but  it  fureiy  ftould  not  be  the  latter  end  of -k  £^a^.,!BoW 
Mr.  Burke's  religion  items  that  -of  the  darker  ages«=-the:fcwitt«s 
that  the  age  of  chivalry  is  paffed— and  that  c6mirioi*>ffiiife  -aricT  % 
fair  reafoning  feem  to  be  regaining  their  empire.     The  ageia* 
-which  ideal  notions  of  konour  were  the  only  itindard'of  viptde ; 
to  which  rebgion  was  made  to  accommodate  kfelf;  inwhftrhrtfie? 
only  pdicy  was  that  of  keeping  mdn;n Aedarb;  in  whidrktiQun. » 
ladgci  was  confined  to  the  cloiftcr,  and  power  ta  umrpfng  Jonfa. J 
But  if  religion  is  intrinfically  a  good- thing, vits:pei!twfion?  fureiy^ 
muft  be  bad,  aod  its  purity  the  raoft  defiraWe  of>aH4bfog$.  /-f^ 
this  to  be  looked  for  in  the  dark  ages  ?r— Dri  Price  agahi'Sod  agam^ 
ocotosj  hois«brJoughtik)lfl6i  ptfcftj  a»a4>e£bforio£reaJn^ry4'4 
n  *    •    f-  as 
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jSpcc&ntat  a  tng«dy ;  in  fhort,  be  foetrw  to  haunt  our  jngMotfe 
imagination,  and  every  when*  to  appear  m  a  terrlfieferHn  ¥<* 
even  Mrl  Burke  conceives  there  arc  rircumftanees  under  Whkh 
thepuniilxment  of  a  tyrant  h<eonfclatory  to  the  human  mifld;~ 
But  he  fhould  fuffer  with  dignity ;  that  is,  he  fhoifld  never*  havte 
a  teflon  to  teach  him  what  the  reverie  of  fortune  may  bc,ond#f** 
he  is  corapofed  of  the  feme  day  as  tbofevwhom  Ms  inibknee  b*g 
opprefled.~*One  fliould  think  that  the  refpe#  paid  to  the  king# 
tte  preservation  of  has  life  under  circtrmftaftcesof  danger,  and  the 
i^folutibn  of  giving  him  the  higheft  rank  in  the  new  government* 
might  be  fome  palliation ;  but  thefe  are  all  infults  and  abfurdities  f 
Again  Dr.  Price  comes  forward,  as  aflbciated  with  Lord  George 
Gordon  j  and  a  fort  of  allufion  is  made  to  thirty  pieces  of  filver, 
and  the  old  hoards  of  the  fynagogue* 

If  we  were  to  attempt  following  our  author  through  all  bis 
amufing  digreflions,  we  are  afraid  tbaty  not  poflefftng  the  (sam 
energy  and  verfirtility  of  ftyle,  our  readers  would  be  left  *mei±> 
toured  than  we  have-been.  They  would  hardly  have  patience  to  • 
read  from  us  another  encomium  on  antiquity;  an  aflertion  that 
England  is  no  way  altered  for  thefe  fceft  four  hundred  years ;  that 
we*re  now,  to  our  great  misfortune,  likely  to  diveft  durielvcs  of 
prejudices;  among  the  reft,  We  fuppoft,  that  one  EngHfhmah  is 
equal  to  ten  Frenchmen ;  that  the  French  are  a  daftardly  rt^ce, 
living  on  frogs  and  foupe-aneagrej  with  other  amiable  viifc* 
gatriups.  We  confefc  ourfel ves  among  th£  number  of  thofe  wb* 
know  how  tareftp*6t  a  gallant  and  enlightened  nation*  > 

But  Mc.  Burke  iafifts  that  the  people  of  England  have  always 
a&ed  differently  ■;  and  that  the  fober  part-of  them  are  averfetdr' 
the  reformation* in  Franxse~fis  then  the  Whig  Gitib  a  drunken- 
mob  I)    In  England  we  regard  religion ;  and  Mr.  Burke  ofFersr* 
fome  pleafing  views  of  Chri&ianky,  and  a^  long  conflid  agamft 
atbeifm,  as  if  neceflarHy  couhe&ea  with  the  revolution*    4  But. 
c  if,'  continues  he,  c  hi  the  moment  of  riot,  and  in  a  drunken 
^ylelirium, from  the  hotfpirits  drawn  from  out  of  the  alembic  of 
Shell,  which  in  France  is  now  boiling  fo  furioufly,  we  fhodd 
vuueover  our  naJccdne&  by  throwing  oft*  the  Chriftian  religion/ 
This  will  do  for  the  prefect*  we  (ball  foon  return  to  the  fubjedfc 
again. 

Recovering  a  little  from  his  wild  transport,  Mr.  Burke  con-* 
ccittes  Jiimfejf  cool  enough  to  give  an  account  of  our  conftifcu* 
tion,  that  hisfriend  may  be  affifted  in  the  formation  of  that  of 
France.  Unluckily,  however  beginning  with  religion,  of  which  , 
hegivesataoft  amiable  view,  fome  what  brightened  as  to  it*  ef- 
fo&s,  probably  from  the  fervor  of  the  writer  at  die  fuppofed  in* 
dignity  offered  to  the  hierarchy  in  France*-beginning  with  the 
churchy  he  foon.tofes  fight  of  the  Englifli  qMiilitution.     Wo 
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are  brought  to  view  a  ftate  of  things  as  arifrhg  out  of  free  in- 
quiry, which  never,  has  nor  can  happen  in  a  fociety  tharha* 
made,  the  fmalleft  projjrefs  towards  civilifatiou  and  refinement. 
Agaiiv  without  knowing  how  we  come  back  to  the  eorripacl, 
tba  partnership ;  yet  not  a  partnership  in  trade  which  it  before 
wfembkd,  but  a  fometbii^;  which  our  readers  (hall  explain  for 
thenfelves  :  •.♦-/-:  ?'« 

'  Society  is  indeed  a  contract.  Subordinate  contracts  for  objects 
of  mere  occasional  intereft  may  be  difToLvcd  at  pleafure s  but  the  ftate 
ought  not  to  be  confidered  as  nothing  better  rhan  a  partnership  agree- 
ment in  a  trade  of  pepper  and  coifte,  callko  or  tobacco,  or  fome  - 
other  fuch  low  concern,  to  be  talun  up  for  a  little  temporary  inte- 
jreft,  and  to  be  diifolved  by  the  fancy  of  the  parties.  It  is  to  be  looked 
on  with  other  reverence ;  becaufe  it  is  not  a  partnerfhip  in  things 
fubfervient  only  to  the  grofs  animal  exigence  of  a  temporary  and  pe- 
rifhabie  nature.  It  is  a  partnering  p  in  all  fcicnce,  a  partner  Chip  In  all 
art*  a  pafctnerihip  in  every  virtue,  and  in  all  perfection.  As  the  ends 
of  f  u$h  *  partnerfliip  cannot  be  obtained  in  many  generations,  it  be- 
comes a  partnerfhip  not  only  between  thofe  who  are  living,  but  be- 
tween thofe  who. axe  living,  tbo/e  *wlo  an  dt&d3  and  thofe  who  are '£6 
be  born.  Each  contract  of  each  particular  ikte  is  but  a  cjaufe  in  die 
great  primaeval  contract  of  eternal  fodecy,  linking  the  lower  with 
the  higher  natures,  connecting  the  vifible  and  invifible  world,  ac- 
cording to  a  fixed  .compact  fanctioned  by  the  inviolable  oath  which 
holds  all  phyfical  and  all  moral  namres,  each  in  their  appointed  place. 
This  taw  is'  not  fubject  to  the  will  of  thofe  who,  by  an  obligation 
above  them,  and  infinitely  fuperior,  are  bound  to  fubmit  their  will 
to  that  law*  The  municipal  corporations  of  that  universal  kingdom 
arc  not  roomily  at  liberty  at  their  pleafure,  and  on  their  fpecpla- 
^ions  of  a  contingent  improve  men  t ,  wholly  to  feparateand  tear  afim- 
der  the  bands  of  their  {ubordinate  community,  and  to  diUblve  it  into 
an  unfocial,  uncivil,  unconnected  chaos  of  elementary  principles,  h 
is  the  firit  and  fupreme.neceflity  only,  a  neceifity  that  is  not  chofen 
but  choofes,  a  neceffity  paramount  to  deliberation r  that  adrnits  np 
difcLifiiGn,  and. demands  no  evidence,  which  alone  can  juftiiy  a  tc- 
fort  to  anarchy.  This  neceffity  is  na  exception  to  the  rule;  becaujfc, 
this  necefHty  itfelf  is  a  part  too  of  that  moral  and  phyfical  diff>ofi5 
tion  of  things  to  which  man  mull  be  obedient  by  confeiit  or  force  i 
but  if  that  which  is  only  fubmiffion  to  necellity  fhould  be  made  the 
object  of  choice,  the  law  is  broken,  nature  is  difobcyed,  and  the  re- 
befriotu  are  outlawed,  call  forth,  and  exiled,  from  this  world  of rea- 
fon,  aud  order/ and  peace,  and  virtue,  and  fruitful  perutenoe*  into 
the  antagonift  world  of  madnefs,  difcord,  vice,  confufion,  anil  un- 
availing for  row.  •  '•'.-,..  l.X  el\ 

*  Thffe»my  dearer,  arej  wese,  and  I  thinfelong  wilLf)ft  $kfcfo 
timeJits  of  not  the  leaft  Jearned  and  reflecting  part  of  this,  jdngcjpnv 
They  who  are  included  in  this  defcrjption ,^  form  their 'WfrrSP^W 
jfucii  j^ouncls  as  fuchperfpri  ought  to  form  them .  TTfte  lefs  inc^iriijr 
jieceive  them  from  an  authority  whicji  tlibfe  whom  AroVideiw  aoern"s 
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tqK^^trrt  nee*  not  $>e  aflia#ie4  to  r$fr  o,nt  The^eWo,  forts  of 
men.  move  in  the  fame  direction,  though  in  a  different  £ rage.  TKey' 
Ixith  mb^e  with  the  order  of  the  univerjfe.  /' They  rtf  kji'dW,  ttf&A 

irrhcipi  'Vi  prapotenttfDey^ti| 


^is|;reat  ancient  trutfc  :  *  Quod  illi "pi 
Onrnejfh  huhc  mundum  reglt^  nihil  eornm  quae  qu4dem  £atrft  iii 
acceptius  q'uam  concilia  etcitus  hdmirrum  jure-fooiati  qt&ofr|ta4& 
appellantur/  They  t&ke  this  tenet  of  the  iwad  and  heart;  norfVo^l 
the  great  name  which  it  immediately  bears,  nor  from  the  greater 
from  whence  it  is  derived;  but  from  that  which  alone  can  give,  true 
Weight  and  fan&ion  to  any  lenflned  opinion,  the  common 'nature  and 
fcommoh  relation  of  men.  Perfuaded  that  all  things  ought  td  be' done 
ivid*  reference,  and  referring  all  to  the  point  of  reference  to  which?  *H 
fiioiild  be  directed,  they  think  themfelves  boimd,  not  only  as ;  iii* 
dividual*  hi  the  fan&uary  of  the  heart,  or  as  congregated  in 
that  perfonal  capacity,  to  renew  the  memory  of  their  high  brijjrft* 
and  tail;  but  alio  in  their  corporate  character  to  perform  their'na- 
$onal  homage  to  the  inftitutor,  and  author  and  protector  of  civil  ft^ 
ciety ;;  without  which  civil  fociety  man  could  not  by  any  pd&bifity 
Irifiye  at'the  perfection  cf  which  his  nature  is  capable,  nojr  evift 
m$ke  a  remote  and  fainli  approach  to  if.  They  conceive  that  He  wno\ 
|(av£  our  nature  to  be  "perfected  by  our  virtue,  willed  alfc  the  necef- 
mry  mearis  of  its  perfection— He  Willed  therefore  the  ftate — He  willed 
its'  connexion  with  the  fource  and  original  archetype  of  all  perfetfnotu 
They  Who  are  convinced  of  tbiff  his  will,  which  is  the  law  of  laws  and 

Jhe  fbvereign  of  fovereigns,  cannot  think  it  reprehensible,  that  this 
mr  corporate  fealty  andhomage,  that  this  our  recognition  of  a  figmoiy 
paramount,  I  had  almoli  faid  this  oblation  of  the  ftetc  itfelf,  as  a  wor- 
thy offering  on  the  high  altar  of  univerfld  praife,  tfiould  be  performed 
as  jail  pujblic  folehin  acts  are  performed,  in  buildings*  in  nmfic>  in 
#ecoTaiion,  in  fpeech,  iin  the.  dignity  of  perfons,  according  to  the 
cuttomi  of  mankind,  taught  by  their  nature;  that  is,  with  modeft 
fetendour,  with  unafliiming  ftate,  with  miMmajefty,  andfober  pomp- 
Tor  thofe  trorpofes  they  think  fome  part  of  the  wealth  of  the  country 
ft  as  ufefuuy  employed  as  it  can  be,  in  fomenting  the  luxury  of  indi- 
viduals; lti$  rile  pubfrc  ornament ;  it  is  the  public  eonfolation ;  in 
fcourilhes  the  public  hope. ' 'The  pooreft  man  finds  his  own  import* 
arice  and  digmty^init,  whilft  the  wealth  and  pride  of  individuals  at 
•livery  moment  makes, the  man  of  humble  rank  and  fortune  fenfible  of 
His  inferiority,  and  degrades  and  vilifies  his  condition.  It  is  for  the 
xnah. In  Humble  life,  and  to  raife  his  nature,  and  to  put  him  in  mind 
of  a  $ate  in  which  tne  privileges  of  opulence  will  ceafe,  when  he  will 
6e  ejjuidby  nature,  andjnay  oe  more  than  ecjunl  by  virtue,  that  this 
portion  of  the  genera)"  wealth  of  his  country  is  employed  and 
fancied.*  '.-,-•,     ^  >  .7    Im        u ^    oT 

As  far  as  we  can  make  it  out,  all  this  relates  to  4bc  churtrk;/a 
&bjex£  our  author  &  never  Weatfy  ofi  a  fiibJeQ?  CdntfttdeB  for 
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the  rich,  bccaufe  they  are  eipofed  to  temptations  c  froq|-0*  M+ 
«  ceifey  of  bowing  down  the  flubborn  neck  of  pride  and  anafci* 

*  tion  «o  the  yoke  of  religion  and  virtue;  and  froroa<oofidcF* 
«  4thttt  of  the  fetjhtputltj  and  grofe  ignorance  concerning  twfcat 

*  ft  imports  men  moft  to  know  that  prevail  at  courts,  and  at  the 

*  beads  of  armies,  and  in  the  fenaie^  as  much  as  at  the  looot  and 
«  Wi  me  FeH.' — Is  this  you,  Mr,  Burke?  Are  thefe  die  younjj 
gentlemen  educated  by  churchmen  ?  this  the  fenate  you  before 
described  ? — We  (hall  fpare  our  readers  much  more  on  the  £it>« 
jefl,  with  many  rirefome  repetitions  j  but  in  every  part,  we  fa* 
irength  of  genius,  brilliancy  of  exprcifion,  and  folidity  of  arw 

rient,  proving  the  iteceffity  of  a  church  efiaWifluucnt,  and 
pecuKar  advantage  of  our  own  in  fo  ^riking  a  manner  jw 
puft  4or  ever  eftaWifli  the  character  of  the  writer,  and  the  yufboe 
of  tlm  part  of  bis  caufe.     We  are  ready  toxonfider  ouiffelves 
among  the  number  of  thofe  who  refpeft  the  church,  and  would 
be  uimffling  to  deprive  its  regular  minifrers  of  their  fun&ion? 
*ftd  erttffluments;  but  we  are  hurt  at  the  comparifon  of  the  mild 
decency  of  our  minrfters  with  thofe  of  France  ;  men  a^cuftomed 
to  ramify  foclety,  famrly  interefts,  and  the  endearments  of  wives 
Aid  children,  to  thofe  who,  being  denied  all  the  fweets  of  con- 
BflMal  enjoyment,  grow  profligate  from  principle,  an4  feeing. a? 
profpe&  of  Kving  a  fecond  time  in  their  offspring,  income  re« 
gawilefc  of  every  thing  but  the  gratification  of  the  prefen&mau; 
meat;  but,  fucb  as  it  is,  Mr.  Burke  dwells  on  it  with  aU  Am 
afit&iott  of  one  bewailing  the  violence  offered  to  the  perfonof 
bis  *A»r  tMttr.     The  cortfifcation  of  her  property  he  brands, 
with  more  violent  epithets  than  we  could  have  conceived-  the 
EmtHm  language  wbuld  have  furniftied.     The  whole  revolution, 
has  been  brought  about,  he  conceives,  by  learned  atbeifts  and 
monied  commoners  united  \  the  former  againft  the  church*  dw* 
latter  againft  the  nobility  and  every  landholder,  of  which  the 
church  makes  no  inconfiderable  portion..    The  finance*,  of  tits* 
kingdom,  he  conceives,  did  not  authorife  fucb  violence*     The 
debt  was  contracted  by  the  king,  and  the  nation  was  not  refponn^ 
fible*    At  aH  events,  the  clergy  were  not  tafuffer,  .who  had  nor 
(bare  in  any  of  the  profligacy  that  occafionecj  the  deficiency,*^ 
Mr/  Burke  furely  knows  that  the  inferior  clergy  were  oppreiled 
in  Ff ante*  to  a  degree  that  flbould  make  him  blufh  while  be  men- 
tion* the  wealth  of  the  church  j  that  the  gown  and  tbe«ecdew. 
Haftkal  'ftmflion  were  no  otherwife  united,  in  Paris  than  in  thtf 
cWervance  of  celibacy,  at  the  expence  of  decency,  afld.the.rcgn*' 
lar  receipt  of  the  life-intcreft  of  an  eftate.     Whatevf  r  imectfton* 
thefe  atheifts  and  monied  men  might  be  a&uaied  by*  a  morot 
equal  diftributibn  of  property  among  the  labourer*,  who  bave>- 
b**»  Jutheno  rewarded  in  an  inverfe  ratio  to  *hek  fem&frc&aotv 
*  *        '  •  *  '  '      ^  furely 
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RgfleRions  on  the  Rivohtion  in  Fran&.  Acy 

forely  be  condemned  by  fach  as  wife  well  tq  &e  ipt£r$£*#fague 
religion.  Is  foch  a  coudu<9fc  as  this  to  be  compared  with*  much 
lefe  co  be  called,  more  rapacious  than  our  H&py9* dividing ithe 
fpoik  of  fuppreffed  monasteries  among  (his  i^voume*  and 
baftarda.  ..  t  ,       ^,  • 

Having  given  this  defcription  of  the  clergy  in  France*  Mi*. 
Burke  conhders  next  the  general  date  or  the  oJJ  government* 
fits  principal  arguments  in  its  favour  are,  that  it  was  not  fo  d$* 
fpatic  as  that  of  Perfia ;  that  fewer  people  were  fent  to  the  Bajble 
than  in  former  reigns  [/.  *.  it  was  not  to  bad  as  it  might  havt 
been] ;  and,  what  is  more  to  the  purpofc*  that  the  population 
and  quantity  of  fpecie  were  progremvely  increafmg.    To- the  laft 
fame  reipett  fhould  be  paid.     J?ut  though  population  incveafed* 
does  it  follow  that,  under  a  more  equal  goverarnent,.  it  would 
not  hare  Jncreafed  more?     The  manner  of  carrying  oa  war  by 
fea  has  much  leflened  the  devastations  of  that  deftsoyer  of  tbd 
ipecies^  and  the  ingenuity  and  increafing  induftry  of  theinh** 
bitarats  have  triumphed  over  many  political  difficulties-     The  in* 
tercourfe  with  America  has  opened  new  fources  of  commerce? 
and  ^produced  a  demand  for  fome  of  their  manufactures  which 
were  before  much  on  the  decline.     The  quantity  of  cir^ulitiog 
{peck  rssuft  be  great  in  a  country  where  the  want  of  confidence 
in  the  government  obftru&s  the  circulation  of  paper  cuitejacy, 
and  where  there  is  a  frequent  intercourfe  with  Spain,  ani  agneaft 
kxfiux  of  foreigners.     He  muft,  however,  be. a  inallow  poHticiat* 
indeed,  who  eftimates  the  wealth  of  a  nation  by  the  quantity  *>f 
circulating  fpecie.     What  is  money  but  the  representative  c6 
real  wealth  ?  what  is  paper  but  the  lame  I     When  the  latter  be* 
comes  marketable,  the  former  will  gradually  leflen  in  its  circular 
tlon  in  proportion  to  its  bulk  and  inconvenience.     The  nobility 
and  clergy  are  next  brought  to  view  -,  and,  in  order  to  fljew  hoi* 
amiable  the  general  conduct  of  the  latter  has  been,  it  is  con* 
trailed  with  that  of  the  Mamelukes  in  Egypt,  ihe.Natres  oi» 
tiui  -CoafiV  of  Malabar,  and  the  Ofini  and  Vitelli  of  Italy,  who. 
ufed  to  fally  from  their  caftles  for  plunder.     This  contains  a. 
propofition  no  one  will  difpute.     It  is  o/a  piece  withr&yittg  *ho^ 
pfefcnt  king  is  not  as  defpotic  as  fome  othexs  have  been*    Wef 
aretoidtOP  that  *  they  (the  nobility)  furrendejeed  their  privileges 
*  relative  to  contribution.' — Did  they  do  it,  .till  they  could  bohk 
it  no  longer  :*—*•  The  king  too  furrendered  all  right  to,  taxation*** 
Whence  did  he  derive  tins  right  but  from  ufurpation*  or  dtdto^ 
furrender  it  till  he  could  hold  it  no  longer?     But  the  general 
condudt  of  the  nobility  was  amiable,  thougb  they  waiiied  the.* 
frivolities  of  youth  to  an  unbecoming  age.7—  What  is  t^wbutto 
fay  they  were  frivolous  throughout  life?  and  wha£.can  w&exprfk 
of  fach  ctuwadera  but  voluptuouiaefs  in  youth,  and  a  refinement 
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45$  Rjfa&om  w  the  Rtvolkihn  in  h^nct\ 

|ilJejtf*aKty***.the  reafan  improves,,  jarfd,^?^^  novelty  fri-* 
f;r(ta£p6  i-w*  Thejr  weregopd-natured  if*  $ta*r;deportmei#;fce$beir 

*  jn/eriors,  eveato  a  degree  that :  bordered*  o#  fon^aj:it}$V;  y#t 
?  tbeyf  adhered  too  cjofely  to  the  diftio#ion$«  of  rattle v£# 
(  ^ppjpng  fuch  wbofe  wealth  had  raifed^fnieives above  their  jowa 
f  level/  What  i$  this  but  that  con^efcending 'inference  which 
deigns,  to  atnufe  itfelf  with  the  innocent  trick?  of  a  ,^m^l  of^ 
monkey  -??— c  Such  of  them  as  were  landholders  were  not  opf>r§^ 

*  five  in  letting  their  lands/  This  is  perhaps  the  rnoft  unqu^* 
lifted  afiertion  that  any  man,  converfant  with  the  Frenfb  pea- 
santry, ever  ventured  to  make*  Mr.  Burke  fays,*  indeed,  be  4&4 
much  to  reprehend,  and  to  with  changed  in  fbeir  old  ten$n;efc 
But  on  this  he  does  not  choofe  to  dwell,  any  more  thafc .  on£he 
game  laws,  the  pigeon- houfes,  &c.  The  chief  obje#torf  b£ 
makes  to  the  noblefs  is  their  foolifh  imitation  of  the  EngUft*  c: 

,  W$  fbould  be  aftonifhed  at  the  pi&ure  of  the :  French, nobility 
did. not  that  of  the  clergy  Cucceed*  We  thought  w^  had  4e^r4 
enough  of  the  church  \  but  our  readers  muft  prepare  thejrife|tfe$ 
agpia;  And  it  is  no  (mall  proof  of  the  wonderful  powers  of  elo- 
quence that  he  finds  expreffions  fufficiemjy  varied  not  to  ufe  pre- 
rifely  the  fame  words  for.  the  fame  ideas  fo  often  repeated* — The 
Fjfpnch  clergy  are  faid  to  be  good  moral  men;  and  the  deft  ruc- 
tion of  their  order,  a$he  is  pleafed  to  call  the  more  equal  drlhi- 
butipn  of,  their  property*  is  ail  the- contrivance  of  athdits.  But 
here,  we  have.a -thini*  cojtfxauS  c  They  are  not  the  perfectjtmg-fet 
c  that,once  disgraced  the  order.' — Were  they  ever  reprefeac^d  as 
foefhi  Did  any  body  but  Mr.  Buffke  ever  infmuate  that  they 
were  punilhed  for  intolerance  or  perfection  P  Their  moral  cha^. 
rafter  has  been  fufpectedj  but  Mr.  Burke,  when  he  wasjri 
France,  obferved  <  the  numbtr  tf  vUious  prelate  was^npfc  §{##.* 
Good  God!  is  this  the  ?pologift  of  tfte  Qalliq3B.phj4fch;?;Is;]ti>e^; 
the  bigheft  funftionof  .a?  religious  order  to  be^thu*  defcribed^  ^n*^ 
nothing  better  be  faid  of  them  than  that  the  wwiber  of  vjqof^s  fas 
jbops  %vm  not  greet! . '  ,  v  .-•-,—     ^ 

*,  As  with  you,'  fays  Mn,  Burke,  *  ths  inferior  clergy  afce^rj^; 
c.  numerous  enough  tor.  their  duties,  and  as  thefe  duties  a*e^be^ 
c  y^nd  .meafure  rni«.ute  and  toilforne.V~3urely  lixteen  year^jafift 
tbe.  dergy  of  Trance  were. not  diftinguilhed  by  them  dr«n^pj* 
fytr,  Burke  could  not  have  ftarted  the  firft  propofition,  Theie* 
c#nd  top,  nauft.be  an  overfight.  How  can  any  thing  m  tfefc 
be^uttf^j^ordBr,: which  heretofore  exifted  in  the  religious  arrange,-^ 
rnent^^f  France,  be  toilfome  and  minute  ?  But  in  future, all  men- 
of  t(q^riety/!wiU  be  driven  from  the  minjftry—  becaufe  theJa^ 
wjH  be  .their-  ele&prs.  -,  Does  Mc-  Burke  i?$  this  prjpflig^cy  qft 
rrianiner«.am.oj>g /Our  London  ledlurersy  wbo  are  all  ele^ive?-^ 
I$i  ftpfC,^  the  only-  purpofe  of  the  ^mj^yjg  thijy  new,efcje^' 
^  , :  uc        \  c  fiaftical 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


KjfUttitks  Mtb*  Rivohtthk  br  Frond. 

•  fiaftttf!  eftablMhtaerif  is,  whenever  tfctf  irtimfe  of  the  pW^W 

•  prepared  for  it,  entirely  to  abbHtoChriftJanky.'  Weflji6&U! 
huve  thought  fuoto-a  round  aflertion  as this  might  h^-efcotffcruded 
thefub)e<ft  of  the  clfergy  for  at  leaft  a  few  pages  5  but;  hot&is 
carried  on  without  intetitfiffion,  and*  Without  variety,  fbt^aSbvfe 
twenty  More.  But  \t  muft  be  allowed  many  ingenious  Hints  ar£ 
intetfperfed,  and  feme  arguments  againft  an  eleftive  cfefgy  th^t 
are  not  eafily  anfwered.  After  having  defcanted  with  as  mueft 
violence  againft  fiUapng  tbe  church  as  if  every  ecolefiaftrc  were 
turrtfed'naked  into  the  ftreet,  and  without  ever  flopping  to  eot\^ 
tider  that  the  fitoatkmof  the  majority  is  meliorated  by  an  eaualf- 
fetion  of  benefices,  we  are  confounded  almoft  beyoftd  thtf 
power  of  utterance  to  hear  him  an  advocate  for  monaftk  orders. 
In  this,  his  mode  of  reafoning  is  a  little  complex.  He  firft  feemS 
to  admit,  that  fo  m^ity  indolent  monks  might  be  injurious  to* 
ftfcte  V  bufcconfidering  the  bond  of  enthufiafm  that  heM  them' to- 
^the*,"  a  wife  politician  might  have  availed  hirofdf  of  iSem, 
This  Is  illuftrated  •  (for  iliuftration  is  our  author's  favofttfte 
figure)  In  this  mariner.—*  A  politician,  to  do  great  things,  kriks 
for  a  power,  what  our  workman  call  a  ptirchafe,  and  if  he'firtdt 
«  that  power  in  politics* as  in  mechanics,  he  cannot  bfe  at  a  loft 

•  tb-ippJyK.* — Perhaps  our  readers  may  wonder  what  jM  tbis 
leads  tov  •Wfetfchbwi,  indeed,  that  politicians  have  attempted1  ttf 
matte  ufe  of  one  religious  order,  which  of  all  others  came  nearifff? 
to'Mr.^BuAe^s  reprefentation  of  thereft^Men  who  carried5 ]f->' 
tenku¥e  to  a  higher  pitch  than  was  ever  before  knoyim,  aruj 
fftVoothetf  the  paths  of  it  to  all  others ;  Jmen  who  refined  the  tafte 
of  aH  who  aftoei^ted  with  them,  and  who  had  not  that  habitual 
iriddlettce  whWh  tnuft  fo  much  retard  the  progrefs  of  the  other  re- 
ligfotis  orders  in  any  a£lve undertaking.  Yet  thefe  it  was found* ' 
itfcteflaty  tb  exringuSfli ;  and  that  on  account  of  the  very  mdtiftty 
of  which  fo  many  politicians  had  availed  themfelves.  "  Though" 
Mt. 'Burke  has  notmarked  out  the  manner  in  which  menmrght- 
be  made  ufeful,  who,  without  focial  connexions,  can  l&ve nor 
interfcft  to  purfue  but  that  of  their  own  community,  yet  we  are 
ready  $6  allow  that  there  are  purpofes  to  which  they  might  be 
a^ed.  *  They  might  teach  the  opprefled  part  of  the  (tote  that 
abjeft  fubmiffion  which  fome  kinds  of  government  require.  They 
might  teach  them,  that  the  power  of  kings,  not  being  derived 
f?om  the  people,  they  are  not  refponfible  to  any  hut  God  for 
ttteh1  actions,  becaiife  from  God  onlycould  they  derive  theii4  in- 
hfcri&nce,'  there  being  no  intermediate  dafs,  with  which tye^rfc 
acquainted,  *  between  God  and  the  people.  But  Mr*  Burke 
fbbuld  remdmber^thftt  itiS  Only  where  we  wifl*  to  rec6ririte  the' 
people  to  meafures  in  which  their  happtnefe  4s  no  w&y  dohfuftetf, 
that  we  need  thefe  or  any  other  inft/namenfe.    A*  he  hidifeff- 

r       '  obferves, 
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obfenres,  the  age  of  chivalry,  the  age  when  defpotifm  was 
fyftematically  graduated  through  all  the  ranks  of  fociety,  is  pair* 
An  ag^  of  reakmers  has  fucceeded;  an  age  that  dares  -to  ialk  of 
the  rights  of  men,  of  religion,  as  a  duty  between  every  indivi- 
dual and  his  Maker ;  and  no  way  connected  with  the  {late  bu$ 
by  the  general  influence  it  produces  on  manners,  on  charaders> 
and  en  our  future  expectations. 

At  length  the  author  finds  his  letter  has  run  into  a. great 
length  (we  have  thought  fo  a  long  .while),  and  that  he  rouft give 
tip  the  idea  of  defcribtng  the  different  members  of  our  own  go- 
vernment. He  proceeds,  however,  to  fiiew  the  ftate  of  the  n^w 
Fund)  government.  This  is  introduced  by  a  preface,  containing 
tbofe  kinds  of  axioms  which  no  one  will  difpute,  any  further 
than  their  applicability  to  the  prefent  cafe.  c  That  it  is  eafy  to 
1  pull  down  a  political  fabric,  but  difficult  to  build  a  new  one/ 
1  That,  in  producing  a  revolution,  regard  fhould  be  paid  to  the 

*  long-exifting  prejudices  of  the  people.'— c  That  every  thing 

*  in  government  muft  be  the  work  of  time,  of  experience,  or 

*  experiment. — l  That  few  men  are  fit  for  fueh  great  undertake 

*  ings,*  &c.  Jufticc,  however,  obliges  us  to  obferve  that,  the 
National  Aflenibly  have  had  no  time  for  thefe  gradual  changes; 
that  in  every  little  relaxation  of  authority,  they  fawa  ppwet 
hanging  over  them  lhat  was  frightened  at  any  innovation,,  and 
wjts  anxious  to  deflroy  an  arrangement  nec^effity  had  obliged  it 
to  nijike.  That,  bold  and  fudden  as  the  innovations  a*e,  they, 
are  fo  far  from  being  painful  to  the  prejudices  of  the  people*  tftat 
themfelvcs  have  been  the  principal  inftigators  to  them*  That 
every  thing  done  by  the  Affembly  muft  be  ponfidered  as  experi- 
ment, except  the  removal  of  funaamental  abufes,  without  w.hich. 
it  was  impoiTible  to  fecure  their  own  exifteqecan  hpur.  ,     ; 

[  To  be  continued.  ]  , ' 
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Art.  XI.  DitHqnairs  Tartars' Alantchm  Francois?  t£c*,  ^  - -n 

Art,  XI.  ^/  Dictionary  of  the  Language  of  the  Afantchevj-Tar* 
tars,  with  an  Explanation  of  the  Words  in  French^  complied  from 
#  Dictionary  Mantchew  and  Chinefe^  by  M.  Amioi^  Afiffmiary  at 
Fskiri^  and  now  arranged  and  piiblijhed^  with  the  addition  of  a 
Mantchew -Tartar  Alphabet^  by  Le  tangles.  ;fto.  2  vols* 
Printed  by  Didot,  Paris;  and  fold  by  J.  de  Boffe,  Gerrard- 
ftreet,  London,  1789. 

ASIA,  on  many  accounts,  Teems  highly  worthy  the  attention 
**  of  the  philofopher.  This  quartet1  of  the  globe  was  the 
fcene  of  man's  creation ;  the  feat  of  the  earlieft  monarchies ;  and 
the  parent  of  the  arts. '  Befides,  fome  of  the  greateft  conquerors, 
that  ever  difturbed  the  repofe  of  fociety,  have  made  it  the  theatre 
of  theif'explbits  5  and  it  has  fucceffively  been  fubjeelcd  to  the 
fcoufjge  of  an  Alexander;  a  Genjis-Kan,  and  a  Tamerlane. 
Unfortunately,  however,  for  fctence,  few  Europeans  are  fuffi- 
ckntly  acquainted  with  the  eaftcrn  languages  to  be  able  to  con- 
fult  the  records  and  monuments  of  the  orient:!  kingdoms  with 
any  advantage;  or  to  make  fuch  refearehes  into  their  hi/tory, 
literature,  and  antiquities,  as  might  throtv  light  upon  many  ob- 
jects refpe&ing  which  'we  are  ft  ill  in  the  dark.  This  deficiency 
is  very  apparent  in  regard  to  China,  a  country  which,  when  we 
confider  the  long  duration,  and  fingular  ftructttre  of  its  confritu- 
tion,  may  bejuftly  ftyled  'a  political  phenomenon.  The  Chinefe 
language  is  fo  difficult  tov  be  attained,  tha£  few  even  of  the  mifli- 
onaries,  the  only  Grangers  admitted  into  the  interior  parts  of  the 
empire,  have  been  fo  far  mafters  of  it,  as  to  read  and  tranflate  it 
with  care.  A  work,  therefore,  which  promifes  to  facilitate  a  - 
knowledge  of  the  Chinefe  authors,  undoubtedly  deferves  the  no- 
tice of  the  learned,  and  of  thofc  in  particular  who  are  fond  of  ori- 
ental literature.  Mr.  Langles  tells  us,  in  the  introduction  to  hisr 
Mantchew-Tartar  Alphabet  prefixed  to  this  publication,  and 
addrefled  to  the  Royal  Academy  of  Infcriptions  and  Belles  Let- 
tres,  t|jat  if,  on  the  firft  view,  the  ftudy  of  this  language  (the 
Tartar  Mantchew)  feems  to  promife  few  important  difcoveries, 
it  may  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  it  will  pave  an  eafy  way  for 
acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  Chinefe  authors ;  and  that  it  may, 
in  fome  nieafure,  ftiperfede  the  fteceffity  of  learning  the  hterogly- 
phical  language  of  thefe  people,  which  prefents  fo  many  difficul- 
ties as  are  capable  of  difeguraging  even  the  natives  of  the  coun- 
5  try. 


0&t  Ibrtig*  Littrthtrt* 

tiyu  a  To  give  more  weight,"  continue*  Mr,  Lahgles,  «t# 
4  what  I  here  advance,  I  lhall  call  in  th*  teftimony  of  M. 

*  Amtot*A  a  miffionary  who  has  acquired  great  reputation  by 
4  his  literary  labours."     "  A  knowledge  ^f  the  MantcheW  Tar- 

*  Car  language,"  fays  he,  u  would  open  frettaccefsto  the  Chinefe 
4  literature  of  all  ages  ;  for  there  is  no'good  Chinefe  book  v*4$?en> 
4  has  ,not  been  translated  into*  Mantchew.  Tbefe  tran&tttons 
4  were  made  by  learned  academies,  by  the  orders,  and  uikterthe 
4  aufpices,  of  different  fovereigns  from  Cbun-tche  to-  fcien- 
(  Long  now  on  the  throne,  and  have  been  revifed  and  corrected 
4  b/  other  academies,  equally  enlightened,  die  members  of  whfeh 
4  were  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  Chinefe  and  the  Mantthevr 
4  languages.  As  for  me,  Iconfefs,  that  had  t  known  the  Chi- 
4  nefe  only,  I  fhould  never  have  been  able  to  execute  the*  ta"lk  I 
4  undertook.    The  Mantchew  is  fomething  in  the  tafte^-ofmur 

*  languages  in  Europe.  It  is  methodical,  andfubjecled  to  j*61eV, 
c.  and  one  does  not  wander  in  the  dark  in  ftiuiying?  it.  I  eouid 
4  tranfintt  from  hence  a  grammar,  and  dictionaries*  which  would 
4  render  it  attainable,  and  facilitate  the  labour  of  thofe  who 
1  might  be  deiirous  of  becoming  acquainted  with  it.     In  flroVr, 

■ 4  five  or  fix  years,  to  a  man  of  application,  would  bfefuffideut  to 
c  enaHe  him  to  read  with  advantage  every  bbfck  Wfhten:ih\he 
V  Mantchew  language  f/  -     •      5         ^    r  \v  ■•' «' 

At  the  end  of  his  Tartar  grammar,  printed  hi  thG  thfrreeh^& 
xoluine  of  Ahtmirt  tonurtung  China,  the  -feme!  fe&n^tftan 
fays,  4  the  Mantchew-Tartar  language  would  ojien  %ti{h*H iWay 

*  toaj  pen* tcatiog,  without  any  anSftanee,  imtf  the4abyr?ntkJof 
c  the  Chinefe  language,  which  contains  the  moft^tieUnji^afy 
c  monuments  to  be  found  in  die  world;'    *  ;       v~T  ^  oic 

.  Mr,  Langles,  the  editor  of  this  work,  softer  luring  before  kfy 
readers  thde  quotations,  £oes  On  to  ftate  ot?heradvantti|e^fil^ly 
torefult  from  a  luiowtfedge  of  the  Nlantehew-Taitar  language, 
4  All  Europe,*  feys  he,  .«  is  acquainted  whh^that  Otahi't^rj 
of  China,  tranflated  ldtelj  at  Pet  in,  by  the  French'  ntfffiofrioHe^ 
from  a  Tartar  veriion,  atnd  publtfhed  at  Piris  in  twelve  vdluVhel 
quarto,  under  the  infpefttoh  of  M.  LeroUx  d^tiiutetiy^.^'jilF^ 


„  #  Mr.  Aflriot  waa.bomat  Tonlon,  and  is  now  a  mtfliohsCiy  at'Pftkin. 
He  tranflfttfd-Tfct/V*^  *ftb$  City  rf  MeukAM>  t  Pcein  uMl^^Hy 
Kicn  hbtig*  the  preft nt*  emperor  of  China.  He  wot*  &IQ>  Wti&kfi&t 
on  ihei  Chinefe.  mofio>  and  fvrtiilhed  mmy  piece*  infcrteu*'  &  <&#eient 
volumes  of  Mimtrj  tawtrniug  C&ma^VL.  *>  •*"  *t  tij  haouU,  - 
t  £*e  the  traaflaior!*  pPthat  t»  The  Prmfi^f  fh$  cty^fMwi&x,  ■ 
jiuWiflitd  by  M*,  Guigoes*  jpages  .5  jwd  64     •    •*-■-  i^iriw  ni  jqm 

"     5  *    5  valuable 
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valuable  work  gi\re*  uaseafon  to  hope  for  many  others  no  Ms  io- 

fh;uc\iye;  .  and  *he  CWnefev  whofe  hiftory  is  .ftill  problematical 
are  ajton#  to  -be  knqgvn  froqi  their  own.annals.  Tke  gp-ear  diffi- 
culty 9/  their  language  has  hitherto  difcouraged  ajmoft  every 
map  of  lefters  »  and  whatever  advantage  might  have  been  derived 
from., being  acquainted  with  fo  extraordinary  a  people,  many 
have  abandoned  their  refearches  refpe&ing  them,  on'  account  of 
the,  iqipQffibility  of  confuting  authentic  records  Affiftcd,  how- 
evej-^by  |he  Tartar,  we  {hall  be  able  to  furmount  thefe  obitacles, 
and  to  draw  aftde  the  veily  which  concealed  objedte  undoubtedly 
worthy  of  attention*  if  ;ive  may  be  allowed  tp  judge  from  the  feint 
trace?  which  we  perceive  of  them. 

i  Should  ,we /obtain  only  by  this  language  a  better  knowledge 
of  the,  Cbinefo  literature,. even  this  would  prove  a  very  important 
acquisition*  but  it  may  procure  us  other  advantages.  Ought 
we;  $9  <2ot>fider  as  nothing  books  tranflated  from  the  Shanfcrit, 
the, /r^ibitian,.and  ths.  Mogul  languages,  and  thofe  originals 
writjfcn ;  in  the  Mantchertv  *  i  The  latter  are  entirely  unknown 
to  u*/.\  ..  .  v  ...  ; 

$q  fengvagCi  thej^fore,  ferns  likely  to  be  attended  with  fo 
many ^^  a^otagqstasvthisji  ■fiflcc  it  may  fupply  the  want  of  three 
or  ifour  others,  ^whiohi  contain  monuments  of  tins  remote^  anti- 
quity. There  are  a  great  many  Mantchew-Tartar  books  in  the; 
king'^i  library,  the  cotttefits- of  which  may  now  eafily  b&fchdwn. 
I  fttalll^i^  o;bforve,  that  fuch  of  them  as  1  had  an  opportunity 
0/ f/jMpgfiiftg  related  to  hiftory.    -  , 

IStoftp  what  infiurmqantable  obilaclc  hath  hitherto- prevented' 
tl^ii^ati  of.JBuropc  fro4ii  fearching  into  a  treafurefo- void- 
able ?  The  want  of  inftrumente  undoubtedly*  We  have  hitherto 
hatf  ofily  , a  Tartar  igrapatnar  by  Father  Gerbiilon,  printed  in. 
Ro^anjcbaraiie^s  a^(  .Paris,  in  the  collection  -of  voyages  b^ 
J^el^jxi^^e(?f,Tteveno^  and  a  few  diflertations  by  mr/Bayeiy 
4*W^^Wgb0Mt;;th#  dfta  Erudhorufn^  and  the  ^weJve  ftrft' 
vc|un>es:;-9f  the  Qotnmimtma  Academic- Bttitipoikeita^  In  the 
^JjfjfiprMS  Mpj/l*nuS'Q(Mf'  Crofe,  wc  findforae  trifling  details 
re^pa£ting,  £be  T&tajUetfcers. '   Mr.  Des  Hautrerays  has  inferted> 


•/^ft^e^n,  th^fe.idii«ctilanjguages  and  the^Maflichew 'lfceiidv  is*  a 
mHC^j^grpa^r^affiliijty  <thaa.otie  would  imagine.  The  different  nation^ 
xqfafffipk  tChftmihanejafi  the  fame  bowks;  Mf,  Bayer  pretends,  tftat 
tjtfVJWffetift  <l&ttefii(3pand  Xamay  which:**  £o*nmon  to  them  all,  has 
produced  this  iimilarity  ;  and;  te  fapport^his  aftcnion;  he  produces  a- 
vo^afc&feiry  o^theShaoiforit^Tangiw;,  and  Mogul*  taken  from  a  manu- 
(cript  in  which  theie*  threes  languages, are  thuW.uiiwed^  See  Gbkimsn*. 
t*ria  Academi*  Petropolitana,  Vol.  III.  p.  38^  and  the  note  top.  19. 
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in  the  Encyclopedia  Elemental™  of  the  Abbe  Petiti  a  curious  dif- 
fertation  on  mis  language,  which  difplays  profound  erudition 
and  fouxid  critkifm :  he  has  alfo  added  a  plate  of  the  Tetters. 
The  Syntagmata  Dijprtationum  of  Hyde,  publifhed  at  Oxford  by 
Sharpe,  in  1767,  contains  two  plates  oP  the  Tartar  character?, 
but  very  badly  copied.  Thofe  found  in  the  treatife  De  Veterl 
Religion*  Ptrfarum,  and  in  the  Lord's  prayer  in  two  hundred 
languages,  are  not  more  correct  -9  nor  is  either  of  them  to  be 
depended  on.  .  The  Tartar  translation  of  the  LorcPs  prayer  ap- 
peared to  me,  however,  to  be  very  correct.  As  it  was  compofed 
by  Father  Bonnet,  a  learned  Jefuit  mimonary,  it  is  not  aftopiihiag 
that  it  fliould  be  much  more  exact  than  writing  engraved  fy&n 
ignorant  artift  badly  directed.* 

Thefe  materials  Mr.  Langles  confulted  with  the  greateft  care, 
but,  notwithftanding  the  vaft  erudition  difplayed  in  them,  be  found 
them  aH  infuf&cient.  In  fliort,  had  it  not  been  for  the  affiftaticc 
tranfmittcd  to  him  from  China,  by  Father  Amiot,  arid  the  patten- 
age  of  a  minifter  zealoutf  for  the  improvement  of  literature^  who 
defrayed  the  expenccs  of  this  curicfus  work,  it  would,  in  all' pro- 
bability, never  have  made  its  appearance* 

Thofe  who  wiih  to  be  acqi  .inted  with  the  nature  of  the  Chi- 
nefe language,  may  confult  Bayer's  Muftum  Lmicum^  and  Gr$- 
jkr*s  t){Jc?fpthn  §f  China*  lately  publiihtrd,  where  they  will  find 
ample  fatisfatflion  on  this  head.  It  1$  well  known  that  the  Chi- 
nefe have  no  alphabet :  that  their  chara&ers,  or  raiher  hierogly- 
phics, each  of  which  reprefents  fame  wor  J>  amount  tu  upwards  <*f 
eighty  thoufand  ;  and  that  few  even  of  the  Mandarins*  who  are 
the  Chinefe  literati,  are  ever  matters  of  more  than  forty  ttouftnd 
ofthem*  We  tAay  hence  judge,  how  ufcful  the  prefent  work 
itiftyproVe^  fince  it  will  fuperfede  the  heceffity  oflearning  fo  <fif- 
ficeilt  a  language  as  the  Chinefe,  and  introduce  us  to  a  knowledge 
of  the  literature  and  hiftory  of  thefe  people,,  which  appear,  by 
the  fpecimens  we  have  feen,  to  be  worthy  of  toeing  more  ffddiecL 
We  therefore  wifti  the  learned  editor  all  the  fuccefs  and  'encou- 
ragement that  \\%  laborious  and  arduous  undertaking  t&w  fc* 
deferve* 
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Miscellaneous 

Art.  12.    Mary  1   a  Fifiion.  x   izmo.    js.    fewcd.    JohnfoiQU 
London^  1790. 

*  AiffA*Y'  *c  kerome  °* th,#*  fiaidn>  neglecled  from  her  infancy 
IVx  *tt  evety'  reljteft,  arid  left  to  the  operations  of  her  own  mind, 
confidered  everv  thing  that  came  under  her  infpe&ioft,  and  learned 
to  think*  She  had*  heard  of  a  feparate  ftate,  and  that  angels  fome- 
times  vifked  this  earth.  She  would  fit  in  a  thidk  wood,  in  the  park, 
and  talk  to  them  4  make  Hole  tforigs  addrefled  to  them ;  and  her  na-  " 
tive  wood  notes  wild  were  fweetand  touching. 

*  It  was  the  will  of  Providence  that  Mary  mould  experience  almoft 
every  fpecies  of  for,row.\  Accordingly  the  author  has  conducted, 
through  a  feries  of  the  moft  poignant  diftrefs,  a  ch  .rafter  of  whe* 
ment  pafGons,  and  of  e*quifite  fenfibility.  Mary,  at  an  early  age, 
is  deprived  of  her  parents,  laments  the  death  of  her  deareft  frient^ 
and  finally  is  bereft  of  her  love.  The  fad  tale  is  told  with  no  com- 
mon portion  of  pathos,  and  the  fentiments  ififpky  an  original  turn 
of  thought,  much  faperlof  to  the  vulgar  combinations  of  imifhr  pro- 
du&faas*  We  by  no  means,  however,  approve  of  that  difrrLt!  ptilo-  " 
fophy,  or  father  gloomy  fuperfthion,  which  parvades  thli  vo^me, 
and  whita  tend*  to  render  nrtn  unhappy,  by  teaching  him  to  believe 
that  he  was  made  to  be  miferable  in  this  world,  and. that  the  earth  is 
a  vale  of  tears,  where  all  our  bufinefs  is  to  weep,  and  to  merit  by  otrr 
fufferinra  a  (late,  of  blifs  in  a  futare  order  of  exigence.  Nature  haa  • 
af&gaed  to  man,  as  well  as  to  every  other  clafs  of  animals,  a  certain 
portion  of  happinefs,  which  it  becomes  us  to  cheriih  and  improve,  by 
chearfulnefs,  rather  than  to  empoifon  by  repinings  and  discontent. 
If  we  examine  rightly,  we  (hall  find  that  our  mifery  is  the  work  of 
our  own  hands,  and  that  human  ills  are  not  fo  much  the  inevitable 
cohfeqaences  of  natural  imperrec^ton,  as  that  they  flow  from  the  im- 
pure tource  of  falfe  opinion,  and  wrong  fy Items  of  education,  gd~ 
vernment,  and  of  laws. 

Art.  15.     Fragments  of  original  Letters  of  Madam  Charlotte  Elizabeth 
of  Bavaria,  Ducbefi  of  Origans.  Written  from  the  Tears  1 7 1 5  to  1 7  20, 
t$  bis  Serene  Higbnefs  Anthony  Ulric,  Duke  of  Bavaria,  and  to  her    / 
Royal  Higbnefs  Carolina,  Princefs  of  Wal?s*     Tranfated  from  the 
French.     12010.  2  vols.  5s.  fewed.    Hookham.    London,  1790. 

Theie  Fragments  have  every  mark  of  authenticity,  and  are  replete 
whh.vitrfccU)t»'  wit;  and  the  moft  rifible  anecdotes.  They  make  the 
reader  intimate  with  a  court  remarkable  for  gallantry,  intrigue,  and 
a  kind  of  management  which  long  kept  every  other  court  in  Europe 

ixc.aav.  vol* xvi«  dec.  1799,  P  S       ,  *■ 
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in  ftbje£lk>n.  They  Hkewife  throw  coefideraMe  light  on  the  peG- 
-deal  ttanfs&ions  of  princes  about  the  ttafes  in  which  they  were 
wtUtert.*  So  that  rtiey  are  not  <orjfy  amufing  from  the  variety  m  bieh 
chtracler*  they  iatrodaee  to  the  reader's  acquaintance,  but  way  be 
Angularly  ufefuiin  many  important  &&s  »  the  general  tofiory  of 
Europe. 

AfcT.  14.     7^/  £/«/*#  R$m ;  «*  Hiferkal  tale.     Z  vols.   Small  8vo. 
5  s.     fewed.     Symonds*     London,  1790*. 

'"to  paint  the  pafMons,  and  to  delineate  the  various  fanes  that  Hit 
ftcrofs  the  theatre  of  human  life,  are  talks  to  which  few  pencils  are 
equal.  Hence  we  find  that  the  prefect  race  of  nove^wrkwrs  very 
rarely  venture  to  exhibit  on  their  canvas  the  picture  of  reakaclion. 
On  their  ftage,  men  and  women  are  never  feen  to  uiingje  in  the  ani- 
mated fcenes  of  life,  or  to  glow  with  the  genome  beauty  of  human 
character ;  but  in  their  ftead  we  have  groopes  of  lords,  ladies,  dukes, 
counts,  kings,  queens,  and  fukanas,  a  let  of  manageable  pujppets  that 
pafs  in  pompous  partomime  before  our  eyes,  and  dazzle  with  the  tinfel 
of  pageantry  and  drefs  the  ignorant  fpe&ator.  In  the  work  before  us 
,  we  oQerve  a  group  of  crowns  and  coronets  that  fluctuate  iu;g)itfering 
confufion  on  our  fight;  but  to  aik  for  whax'purpofe  they  appear,  or 
in.  what  bufinefs  the  gorgeous  phantoms  are  engaged*  wojgil^ie  a 
^uefiion  which  the  moft  attentive  peru&I  of  the  oook  would  never 
enable  you  to  refolve.  We  have  read  through  this  miieialile  com- 
pilation* or,  to  toxrow  an  esprefCon  of  pur  author,  this  cwftktz** 
pfmi/trus j  without  being  able  to  gueis  at  the  intention  pf  tie  .writer, 
except  it  might  be  to  excruciate  his  readers.  There  is,  indeed,  Some- 
thing about  the  jeajoufy  of  Queen  Elizabeth*  and  the  beauty  of  ascer- 
tain AdeUrida,  whom  the  author  has  conjured  up  from  the  regions  of 
non  exiftence,  for  the  cruel  purpofe  of  plunging  into  dungeons,  and 
of  finiftirng  by  poifon.  -Of  the  it  vie,  whkfa  ts  far  beyond,  the.  fear 
of  criticiira,  the  following  fpecimen  may  fufltee  :   .  .    ,    . ,  *  ~> 

*  She  is  dead!  my  Adettnda  is  no  more!~Du  Lae cowiaV jcarce 
"believe  him.  It  is  too  true!  replied  the  duke;  I  4kw&e*3expire 
with  my*  ru*  eyes.    O  that  my  grief !  Ac.  .    »  .3  \ 

*  Misfortune  has  waited  her  i anguine  wings  over  our  hai»fetion.* 
And,  to  conclude  with  a  wondeslul  example  of  &&$*tk&f*t  The 
duchefs  hearkened  to  all  that  the  queca  iad  imd  to.  ter,  without 
snaking  her  any  anfwer,  hecaujt  Jbt  bad  no  frwir  U  do  Hi  bat,  ob- 
iervirg  the  queen  on  a  rudden  grow  faint,  fheijuik  undec  tkejSolence 
of  her  grief,  and  fell  into  fo  profound  a  lethargy*  that  it  fteafr  difficult 
to  judge  which  of  the  two  was  dying.'  That  is  to  fay,  the  *gooy  of 
ier  feelings  was  fo  acute,  that  ihe  fell  into  *deep$e«$i#     1 T 

Art.  15*    The  Philmtb^U  Ramhltr.     xamo,    as*  &W$A>,  .Wnted 
and  fold  by  the  Author,  Petty  France,  Weftminfter.  ^  J209* 

The  plan  of  this  novel  may  be  exprerTed  in  the  words  of  the  book 
itfelf.    '  I  think,  laid  Benevolus  clofing  the  book  he  had  jnft  finiihed 
peruiing,  which  was  the  adventures- of  the  renowned  knight  of  La 
lancha,  I  think  that  knight  errantry  (exploded  as  it  is)  might, 
7  '  uader 
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upder  praper  fcOridiona,  h&  ©f  infinite  .qft>fp  i^cty  v  H^WHf 
injuries  and  infults  are  committed  in  thi*  metropolis  that  do  not  come 
within  the  raach  of  (he  law ;  and  what  can  ^ivejrcaxer  pleaiur^.p.a 
Feeling  mind  than  to  aft  as  the  champion  pf  injured  innocence,  ^xe- » 
lieve  the  oppne/Ted,  and  to  redrefs  the  wrongs  of  tho(e  who  are.  inca- 
pable of  defending  themfelves  ?  Is  it  not  a  duty  incumbent  on  us  10 
alleviate  the  forrows  and  diftrefles  of  our  fellow-creatures,  by  Imitat- 
ing, as  far  as  lays  in  our  power,  the  Saviour  of  mankind,  Who  went 
about  dobs;  good  ? 

*  Pleafed  with  this  idea,  Benevolus  retired  to  hi*  repofc,  deter- 
mined to  fally  out  the  next  day  in  pttrfuit  of  fuch  adventures  as  might 
give  him  an  opportunity  of  displaying  that  humanity  which  had  given 
rift  tof-the  above  foUkwjuy.' 

The  defigsrof  this  wnrel  is  highly  Jaudable*  *be  ftyle  is  neat  and 
peripiaubus;  the  incidents' tire  affecting;  but  to  thofe  who  have  jjead. 
Tom  Jones  and  Jofeph  Andrews*  they  oifer  nothing  new.    . 

Art-  i6-     Sydney  and  Eugenia.   l2mo.  2  Vols,  5s.  WHkini,No.  32, 
Aldermanbury.     1790. 

The- morality  of  this  novel  is,  in  general,  excellent  Some  of -the 
characters  are  weH  drawn,  and  the  fentiments  and  ftyle  preferve/in 
general,  an  happy  tenor  of  mediocrity,  to  which  few  modern  novels 
attain.  Eugenia,  die  heroine  of  the  piece,  is  a  young  lady  beautiful, 
accomplished,  prudent,  chafte,  and  religious.  -  Married  -to  a  man  -far 
advanced  iri  years,  and  having  rivetted  her  affe&ions  on  the  amiable 
Sydney,  me  condufts  herfelf  neverthclefs  with  tire  greateft  propriety 
to  her  hufband,  and  pays  him,  to  the  laft  moment  t)f  his  fife,  all  the 
attentions  which  a  man  could  expeft  from  the  moll  affectionate  of 
ViVesi  '  *  :i     *"•  '  -  • 

An9»  17.  9w  Aaims  fot  Criminal  CanvcrJkHnn^  *with  the  wtoli 
Evidence,  tried  kefir*  the  Right  Um.  Lerd  Kenyan,  in  the  Court  »f 
Ki*tf4-Bencbr  Wtfmim£erJiaU^Wednefday,J*n*z6%i7<p.  The 
firft  between  Heney  Cecily  Eft.  M.  P*  anipsejumptive  Beer  to  the  Earl 
of  Exeter,  Plaintiff,  and  the  Rrv.  Wi&atn  Sneyd ,  Defendant,  fo»  co- 
Sabitiag  imth  me-  Ceeti$  in  which  the  J  my  govt  One  Thoujand 
Pemnds*  Damages*  Thefecond  between  Hanker  Martieiat,  Efq%  Plain- 
tiff* and  Samnd  Haxunnr*  E/f.  Dtfendant,  for.  inhabiting  with  Mrs. 
Marttnbt ;  in  <wb**b  the  Jury  gave  Seven  ffamlred  Pounds  Damages* 
BetS  taken  tntibort+Hand  hy  a  Student  ef tha  Inner  Temple.  4*0%  2f . 
Smkfc.    London,  1790*  >..- 

This  appears  fr&*  afelthful  account  of  thefe  two  trials ;  and,  from 
the  verbonty  of  the  title-page,  probably  the  performance  of  a  lawyer. 
The  language  ie,  in  general,  decent  enough  for  fo  foul  a  fobjett  as 
adultery/  *  '    * 


C  gz  Art, 
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Aet.  1 8.  Tbt  Fmr  Cambria** ;  a  Novel.  l*mo.  3  vol*  9&*  Land. 
London,  1790. 
This  flory  difcovcrs  a  barren  invention,  tad  very  indifferent  powers 
of  expreflion.  Tke  incidents  are  ftale,  and  may  be  found  in  much 
greater  perfe&ion  in  varioos  other  performances.  Some  of  the  cha- 
racters are  mere  intereJbog  than  others ;  b«t,  like  thofe  in  a  malqne~ 
rade,  they  generally  derive  all  their  diflinflion  by  ftratting  in  a  bor- 
rowed drels.  And*  for  our  own  parts,  we  do  not  know  the  ofe  of 
fnch  elaborate  nothings,  which  have  neither  elegance  nor  originality, 
nor,  what  is  of  greater  importance  than  either,  fome  moral  to  reward 
the  reader,  and  five  the  author  from  the  imputation  of  impertinence. 

Aet.  19.     A  Jbort  Critkifm  on  tbt  Pt+finuma  of  Hamlet  by  Mr. 
Kmbli.    8vo.  6d.    Hookbam.    London,  1790. 

We  do  not  fay  a  manager  can  ftoop  to  be  his  own  panegyrifr.,  but 
it  may  be  very  convenient,  in  a  fitoation  fo  elevated  and  invidious,  to 
form  connexions  with  men  of  wit  and  genius.  In  an  a#e.  ana*  country 
where  almoft  every  thing  is  carried  on  by  artifice  and  alteration,  it  is 
no  wonder  to  fee  the  heroes  of  pantomime  buoyed  up  by  bladders 
on  which  kings  and  minifters  of  ftate  have  fo  frequently  rode  trium- 
phant. But  whether  our  would-be  Rofcius  owes  this  torrent  of  voir 
gar  adulation  to  fome  needy  play-wrigmv  to  feme  enthuiafBc  rela- 
tion, whoie  friendihip  overfteps  his  prudeace,  or  to  feme  box-lobby 
lounger,  to  extort  a  gratis  admi£on,  or  sm  iMrocb&on  to  the  green- 
room, we  know  not ;  but  the  crkicrfm  is  a  frieco  of  gi*A  flattery,  as 
difgraceful  to  the  merits  of  the  aftor  as  it  is  degrading  ajaibumiliat- 
ing  to  the  writer  as  a  man  or  a  fcholar. 

Aet.  20.    Mifcellantous  Poems.    By  Annt  Francis,     iimo.  3s.  6d* 
Becket.    London,  1790. 

The  poetical  tranUation  of  the  Song  of  Solomon,  a  former  produc- 
tion of  this  lady;  feemed  to  promife  lomethmg  much  faperior  to  the 
mere  mediocrity  of  this  colle&ion  of  verfes.  Except  the  ballad  of 
William  and  Emma  (which  has  fome  fhare  of  feeling),  it  wpuld.be 
extremely  difficult  to  point  out  in  this  mifcellany  a  Angle  flanza  that 
difcovers  invention,  or  fpeaks  the  language  of  uatnre*  Invhoi*  pious 
ba&atU  theve  may  be  sxtme  btavtiis  of  cotovtutitw  which  charts^  perhaps 
the  devout  circle  of  her  friends,  but  to  the  profane  eye  of  kHmtroahcy 
appears  for  the  greater  part*  a  fervite  imitation  of  thronofl/  vulgar 
and  unmeaning  of  our  modern  fing  fangs*  Take  the  aikbortaiekgjr 
on  -the loft  of  nor  mother:  h     »  „iih-», 

*  Virgins,  I  Have  lo#  my  friend,*  &c. 

What  is  tlu>  throughout  but 

'Virgins,  I  have  loft  my  love  ?      '  u  '":  * 

She  affc&s  too  a  certahs  btinity  of  tite&dn,  whWt 
lwrj^iungoj>feurc4oas*e«f^  Fdr'eXi 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


Monthly  Catalogue    Mifiellamus.  469 

4  Peftt  the  mountains  nitid  fide,' 

My  garden  late  in  nfotous  veft 
Adcwn  the  argtnt  ti<k9  ■•  ,  u\  ? 

Cool,  ptUu*id>  frefli,  and  fait,*  &e.  &£  *         *         •  * 

„        Naiafyfylj^.&e.dfte**^ 

but  whether  the  writer  has  made  a  dignified  ufe  of  thefe  toeetfc  ma- 
chinery,, let  the  reader  judge  by  the  foilowing  example : 

*  The  lake's  mofly  margin  you  preft, 

The  rod  was  fufpended  on  higb$     ' 
A  naiad  (he  flood  all  confeft, 

We  (hall  conclude  witfi' the  following  Ipeclmen : 
<£    O.  N    N    E    T* 

*  Gentle  mufe !  whofe  flowing  lay 
Winds  the  reedy  bank  along, 
.  ,\   '  Where  the  cryftal  waters  dray,  7 

'     MurmVing  to  thy  melting  fcng;  » 

Syren  of  the  f3 vcr  ftream 

That  laves  Armada's  Hoping  Ode, 
Sweet  as  titncfitlfwmn  of  Thame, 

Whilom  warbling  down  the  tide. 

1  Wake  for  toe  tny  breathing  lyre, 

Pour  the  raptur'd  defcant  round,  ,    ' 

AH  my  longing  foul  infpire 
With  the  rich  harmonious  found .3 
*     /  X.ead  my  willing  mufe  along,  .        , 

f  v  ;Th'ro*tihy  melting  maze  of  long.*   . 

A**.'  **  •    Jfr»*#  Z«% ;  a  Swfi  Story.    By  tfa  Author  oftonftance* 
Phahsiahd,Ar^ta.   Ti2mo.  js.fewtd.  Hookham.  Loncfon,  1790,, 

Thift  ffofyiB  interefting*  aadin  general  weH  written.    Thefewho 
love  toiq^elve^tliemfdvcs  in  the  inextricable  labyrinth  of  Spatrfttt   ? 
Romance;  will  read  with  much  pdcafure  the  eventful  ftory  of  Arnold 
Zuligj  *  Wr  are  presented  ia  every  page  with  tile  moft  aftoniihtng^  -" 
aftsiof -p«wd&  $  deeds  of  Valour,  and  fortitude  of  fuffering,  that  fefem 
to  exceed  the  meafure  of  human  tolerance  or  achievement ;  furprifinV 
incidents  that  not  unfeldom  leave  probability  behind  $  funerals  con- 
verted into  marriage  feafts ;  tenants  of  the  tomb  reflored  to  life ;  the 
Supremely  happy  precipitated  fuddenly  to  thedeepabj^&of  miftry  and 
defpair ;  and  die  wretched  rifing  as  fuddenly  to  the  pinnacje  qf  blifs  ; 
ladies  raviftied  by  barbarian  lords,  and  refcued  by  valorous  knights ; 
ftrong^Meal^eg^d^and/oitced  by  a-  handful  uf  heroes ;  battle, 
combats,  aadMWwearfth  efcapes  fueled  each  jo  therewith,  a  rapidity    ■* 
that  dazzles  the  reader,  but  ft  ill  entices  him  to  proceed  in  this  per- 
plexity of  incidents,  of  which  it  is  impoulble  to  divine  with  any  cer- 
v  Gg}  tainty 
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taintv  the  event.  The  incidents,  however,  ar£  not  always  new.  In 
the  following  we  are  prefcnted  with  the  hackneyed  fegatity  of  the 
Creek  phyfician  on  a  fimilar  occafion  : 

*  The  beft  advice  that  could  be  had  I  procured  for*  her,  and  left 
nothing  untried  that  could  poftbly  reftore  her ;  but  all  to  no  pur- 
pbrpOK ;  medicine  but  to  accelerate  her  decay.  She  Hill,  though  too 
weaktofiqpport  hcrfelf,  rofe  every  day,  was  dreft,  and  then  always 
fent  for  me.  .  One  of  her  phyhxians  happening  to  be  with  her  when  I 
came  to  her  in  confequence  of  a  meflage,  he  obferved  a  fenfible  va- 
riation in  her  pulfe,  and  a  contrary  change  when,  being  obliged  to 
leave  her  for  the  remainder  of  the  day,  I  bid  her  farewell.  On  dis- 
covering this,  which  he  considered  as  the  clue  to  her  diforder,  he  fol- 
lowed me,  and  having  defired  to  {peak  with  me  in  private,  gave  it  me 
as  his  opinion,  that  the  countefs's  death  or  recovery  depended,  ua/ler 
Heaven,  on  me.1 

Art.  22.     Louifa  ;  or',  T/j:  Re<war£  of  tyi  ajfe&ionate  Daughter.     A 
NrviL     i2mo.  2  vols.  5s.  fewed.  Hookham.    London,  1790. 

Louifa,  a  very  beautiful  young  lady,  and  the  gravd-daughter 
of  an  earl  !  (a  verv  important  circomftaoce  in  the  fabrication  of  a 
modern  novel),  is  induced,  by  filial  affection,  to  attend  her  father,  a 
weeping  widower,  on  a  tour  to  the  continent.  The  young  reverend 
lover  of  the  charming  Louifa  writes  to  her  on  the  intelligence  of  her 
intended  departure  the  following*  paffionate  epiflk : 

9  The  Rev*  Mr.  Morda,i;wt  toJMift.DicBY^ 

*  Deareft  Louisa, 

*  I  am  thuntferftruck  with  my  fitter's  account  of  your  hafty  deter- 
mination to  leave  England  with  your  father !  Surely,  my  amiable 
LouiAt,  yon  cannot  have  forgotten  the  piomife  you  made  me  wh^n 
we  were  laft  together  at  Bath  !  and  yet,  if  you,  perfifl  in  this  refolu- 
t,lor)t  it  ij  imfojffildi  for  jiiu  tt  ftdfil  it — If  you  have  any  regard  for 
•my  happinefs,  you  will  oblige  me  in,  this  point,  as  it  will  be  impofTibie 
for  me  to  furvive  your  abfence.— For  my  fake,  for  Latfy  Manning's 
Fake,  let  me  conjure  you  to  lay  afide  all  thoughts,  for  the  preftnt  at 
telft/of this  journey;  for  if  you  perfift  you  will  drive  me  todefpair/ 

-  'From- the  very  warm  and  paflionate  ttraio  of  this  love-lorn  epiille 

the  read^rw.y  *afily  form  an  idea  of  the  merit  of  this  tiring  oflet- 

ters,or  rather  inrlpidities,  which  are  fpun  out  into  two  volumes, 

dWat  have  nefcher  intereu?  enough  to  prevent  one  from  falling  aflcep, 

nor  abfurdity  fufficient  to  excite  a  fingk  fmile.     Willing,  however,  at 

a* all;  times  to  render  jnflioe  to  candidates  for  public  applaufe,  we 

ftbjb'm,  as  a  fpecimen  of  thiajrerformance,  that  part  of  it  at  which  we 

were  very  happy  to  arrive,  that  is*  the  conclusion  : 

'r,©wlTiaftf(ta%  ,the>       Dec,  17^7,  the  Rev.^ir,  Mordaunt  and 

;  Mi&t%ty  wwemafrMiby  "-©«  Bkavtt,  in  St,  Jame^s  Church,  by 

pfpfkiM  Ykknce>>mjke  £refenoe©#  Ju'ady  Maiiuinjr,  Mrs.  Mordaunt, 

^&o¥d  L.  G^n^ral<Sonicns;  Mr.  Pigjb^y,  and  Colonel  Nugent ;  arid  at 

"-'the  fame  time  Mifs  Mordaunt  gave  her  hand  to  Captain  Manly;  their 

'  mourning 
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mourning  was  laid  afide  for  that  day,  and  tfesk  appfatrance  as  ^ele- 
gant as  mormqg  dreffes  wquld  admit  of.  Afteiuhe  doable  ceremony 
was  performed*  they -jieturned  *o  Lady  Manning's,  who  gavVa 
fumptuous  entertainment  on  the  occafionj  but  there  was  no  ball  br 
other  company  invited,  from  refpett  to  Lady  Turner,  wharetuihtd  ' 
to  her  own  houfe  the  evening  before,  Mr/  Digby  badf  given  pre- 
vious 4iredions  for  the  reception  of  his  friends  at  the  Priory,--^Th* 
worthy  Dr.  Blewett  died  loon  after,  univerfally  regretted.— *-*Nlr. 
Mordaunt  accepted  the  living  of  the  Priory  at  his  lady's  reqtidft ; 
and  they  have  fitted  up  the  parfonage  houfe  in  an  elegaiit  martnen 
The  gardens  are  contiguous  to  the  Priory  Park*  with  a  delightful 
walk  through  a  flirubbery  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  long*" 

Ohe!  jamfatUeft. 

Art.  23.     the  Turtle  Dove,  *T<rfeJrm  the  Frtn&ofM.  DejfUrkn. 
London,  1790.  v! 

We  have  read  this  tale  with  fome  care,  and  we  think  it  contains 
much  to  do  about-  nothing.  The  meafure,  the  imagery,  and  the 
moral,  are  altogether  no  compenfation  for  the  perufal  of  fo  many 
dull  lines.  What  a  dreadful  account  have  dunces  to  make  at  la#,  for 
wafting  thus  unprofitable,  not  only  their  owu  time,  but  ours. 

A*T.  24*     Pne/hre  and  Additions  to  the  Difcourfe  on  the  Love  of  our 
Country,  bj  Dr.  Prieu     8vo.    6d.    Cadell.     London,  1790. 

Dr.  Price  has  hitherto  taken  no  notice  of  the  various  remarks  oa 
his  difcourfe  that  have  been  at  different  times  publifhed.  '  But  the 
obfervations  of  Mr.  Burke  being  more  perforial  than,  he  is  accuftom- 
ed  to,  have  produced  to  the  lali  edition  of  the  difcourfe,  a  preface 
and  notes,  which,  for  the  convenience  of  the  former  purchasers,  arc 
fold  feparate.  .    * 

The  Doctor  firft  (hews,  that  by  the  pleafure  he  exprefies  in  feeing 
'an  arbitrary  Monarch  led  in  triumph,'  and  furreodering  himfelf  to 
his  fubje&s,  he  had  in  view  not  the  unfortunate  6th  of  Q&ober 
which  Mr.  Burke  fo  pathetically  defcribes,  but  the  14th  of  July, 
and  thefubfequent  days,  "  when,  after  the  coaqueft  of  the  Baftile, 
the  King  fought  the  prote&ion  of  the  National  Aflembly  i  and,  by 
his  own  defire,  was  conduced  amid  ft  acclamations  never  befote 
heard  in  France,  to  Paris,  there  to  ftiew  himfelf  to  his  people  as 
the  reltorer  of  their"  Liberty.9'  'Tis  further  remarked,  that  Mr.  Burke 
could  not  well  be  miflaken  on  this  point;  becaufe,  fays  the  Doctor, 
*<  the  letters  quoted  by  him,  (Mr.  B.)  in  page  99  and  iaBA  were 
dated  in  July  1789,  and  might  have  (hewn  him  that  he  was  injuring 
both  me  and  the  writer  of  thofe  letters/' 

In  anfwer  to  Mr.  Burked  aflertiofc,  that  our  kings  do  not  <J*rive 
their  right  to  the  crown  from  the  choice  of  the  people,  and  that,  they 
are  not  refponfible  to  them,  it  in  obicrved*  Mr,  Burke;  allow]*,  with 
wonderful  ineonfiftency,  **  that  a  wicked  king  njay  be.punifted,  pro- 
vided it  be  with  dignity ;  and  feels  himfelf  under  *  neceflity  o£  ad- 
mitting that  James  wasjuftly  deprived  of  his  crown  fwf  mifconduct.| 
that  the  aft  palled  for  changing  the  faccefiion,  evidently  implies  a 

G  g  4  ili_v  .        .     r        power 
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power  in  the  people  to  do  the  feme,  inftcad  of  for  ever  incapacitating 

thein  from  it ;  but,  ibould  there  remain  any  doubts  on  the  fubject, 
the  act  of  the  6rh  of  Queen  Anne  declares,  thai,  if  any  perfon  mall, 
by  writing  or  printing*  maintain  and  affirm,  that  the  kings  and. 
queens  of  this  realm,  with  and  by  the  authority  of  parliament,  are 
not  able  10  nv^ke  laws  of  fnfficient  validity  to  limit  the  crown,  and  the 
defctaip  inheritance,  and  government  thereof,  every  fnch  person  (hall 
be  guilty  of  high  treafon,  &c." 

In  the  poftfeript  fome  further  obfervations  are  added  on  the  popu- 
lation of  France,  and  a  more  exa&  account  is  given  pf  the  proceed- 
ing* $f  the  Revolution  Society  at  their  lad  feftival. 

Art.  3$.  An  Aldrefs  to  the  Army,  in  fitly  to  Strictures,  iy  Roderick 
APKenzie,  late  Lieutenant  in  the  7  ift  Regiment,  on  farjgton's  HiJIory 
wf  tbt  Campaigns  of  17^0  and  ij%i,   by  the  Hon.  George  Hanger, 

•  Major  to  the  Cavalry  of  the  Britijb  Legion,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Tarietcn.    8vo.  41.     JUdgway.    J-ondOn,  1789. 

v  It  is  impoflible  to  underftand  the  raillery,  the  arguments,  or  .the 
facts  Gated  in  this  addrefs,  without  a  circum ftantial  knowledge  pf  the 
army  in  the  campaigns  which  have  produced  this  paper  war  j  various 
localities  implicated  both  in  their  movement  apd  that  of  the  enemy ; 
the  degree  of  judgment  and  induftry  exercifed  by  the  commanding 
officer  on  that  fervice  in  the  ufe  and  application  of  the  ftrength  de- 
legated to  his  management,  and  certain  branches  of  the  military 
fcience  of  which  we  are  not  competent  judges*   But,  as  the  difpu- 

*tants  are  foldiers,  the  public,  had  a  right  to  expedfc  from  them  the 
language  of  gentlemen.     Our  author  makes  a  merit  that  he  has  not 

*avaaecThimfelf  of  the  advantages  derived  from  a  liberal  education; 

Tie  fwears  by  heaven  he  never  read  one  fiftieth  part  of  what  he  fup- 
*pdfes  his  antagonift  to  have  done,  and  he  feems  to  hold  his  want  of 

^literary  talents  very  cheap.  We  (hall  prpbabiy  be  deemed  what  he 
"Calls,  fcrpent-beaded  mongers,  for  making  fuch  a  remark ;  bat  we 
would  have  the  cxftAtr  flick  to  his  lafi,  and  the  foldier  to  his  fword, 
iinlefs  he  could  aifo  wield  a  pen  like  a  Wolfe,  Burgoyne,  o.r  Conway  ♦ 
And,  to  borrow  the  witticifm  of  Johnfon  on  a  ilmilar  qccafion, 
though  the  major  may  vapour  as  a  wag,  or  a  witty'  author  among 
officers,  we  find  he  is  no  more  than  a  common  man  among  authors, 

t    Aet,  26.     th*  SpetttUttor.      8vo.    5s.  6d.   Boards,    Evans. 
-;,.  y  JLondon,  179a. 

We  are  not  informed  whether  this  worlr  be  fini(hed  or  in  conttrru- 
atlom  It  is  divided  into  numbers  in  the  form  of  a  periodical  paper. 
$t  i*  not equal.  We  are  (ometimes  amufed  by  a  ftyle  highly  figura- 
tive, abounding  in  beautiful  imagery,  and  not  without  occafional 
-glaamstof  germis.  This,  however,  is  fucceeded  by  tedious  defcrip- 
*tofia  m  Inflated  pfofe  or  poetry;'  without  either  prettinefs  orpoig- 
%a«cyi<»  There  is/ however,  an  agreeable  variety,  and  not  a  Kttle 
*noi>#fy  in  thefc  'paper*;*  -The  critical  renWks ',  efpecxalry  on  German 
ihefotw&i  are  ingenious,  and  premife\  the  literary  reader  a  ricn 
flifl&  >b&&>  ©tf-*entfer?airinlenr.  and  inrtrrt&rfof  The'  verfes  difcover 
M\4  ek^lieike;  and  th*  l&tions  are  for  the-fribft  part^dmfarfrlc,  ini- 
t  <i  ■"•■'•  •       ';      ■  '■         '        '  ■  "     .  *   ■■- 
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probable,  and  objure.  We  except  from  this  the  tale  of  WeUma* 
and  bit  dog,  which,  though  hardly  credible  in  the  principal  incident, 
is  yet  weff  told.  The  hideous  adventures  of  Sir  Gawttt  are  too  much 
wrought,  and  too  long  to  produce  the  fenfation  intended.  They  are 
•lfo  without  ufe  or  moral,  or  indeed  any  thing  tp  repay  the  pcrufal 
pf  fuch  an  unmeaning  group  of  fhapelefs  images.  With  all  thefe 
imperfections,  the  author  ought  not  to  be  difcouraged.  Ht  diico- 
▼ers  talents  capable  of  no  mean  exertion,  and  the  refources  of  ge- 
nius and  fancy  are  infinite.  . 

A*tp  27.    AGolle&ion  of  Poems,  tnoftly  Original,  by  federal  jfitoft. 
Svo.     Dublin,  1790. 

This  collection  is  printed  in  Dublin,  and  without  any  £,oedoa 
book  feller's  name.  Many  of  the  poems  have  merit  j  and,  though  not 
equally  beautiful,  there  are  none  beneath  mediocrity.  The  ongfnak 
ought  to  have  been  diftinguifhed  from  fuch  as  are  not*  Few  of  *the 
names  inferted  are  much  known  on  this  fide  of  the  water :  among 
thefe,  however,  fome  are  already  confecrated  to  fame ;  for  here  are 
Lytdeton,  Goldfmith,  Barbauld,  and  Sheridan,  from  each  of  whom 
a  few-  trifles  have  a  place.  Upon  the  whole,  we  have  fee  11  few  col- 
lections of  modern  poetry  that  contains  fo  many  good  vcrfcs ;  an<J. 
to  the  lovers  of  the  mufes  it  will  exhibit  no  common  variety  of  ex- 
cellence. 

•  '  "  •    . 

A***  28.     felgia;    a  Poem,  in  four  Books*     4*0.     3s.      fewest 
Wilkie.    Jtondon,  1790. 

It  would  be  a  hard  tafk  to  produce  a  performance  of  equal  bult» 
Jn  any  language,  more  perfectly  infipid  than  the  prefent ;  and  we  cait* 
not  but  pity  die  fituation  Of  that  perfon,  whether  male  or  female^ 
who-can  fpare  time  to  write  nearly  two  thoufand  bad  verfes.  The 
author  indeed  might  have  been  worfe,  but  it  is  impoffiblc,  in  our 
opinion,  $0  have  been  more  idly  or  unprofitably  employed, 

fi  %  T . ' 29.  4  »'w  and  literal  Tranflation  of  Juvenal  andPerJtus,  <wifb 
copious  Explanatory  Notts,  by  which  theje  difficult  Satirist  are  rem* 
dered eajy  and  familiar  to  the  Reader,  by  the  ke<u.  M.  Madan.  8v0« 
2  vols.  12s.  boards.    Lewis,  London,  1790. 

This  is  a  very  complete  and  intelligible  verfion  of  Juvenal  and 
Perfius.  Every  thing  is  here  facrificed  to  perfpicuity.  Much  care 
is  taken  to  render  the  moral  features  in  this  mafterly  picture  or  ancient 
inanner$  the  moil  prominent  and  ftriking,  while  thofe  of  a  loofer, 
or  lefc  delicate  call,  are  wifely  thrown  into  ihade.  The  fpiritof  the 
whole,  however,  In  all  its  vigour  and  feverity>  though  pe/haps  aot 
in  all  its  vivacity  and  beauty,  is  here  very  decently  fuppwted*  -The 
genuine  feufe  of  the  author  is  given  as  explecitly,  aod  with  as 
little  circumlocution  as  poffible ;  hut  we  value  the  publication,  mok 
for  di^  copious  body  of  notes  which  aqcompany  it.  .  Thefe  contain 
very  valuable  information,  efpecially  to  the  £nglifli  reader-  Thty 
bring,  forward  tbe  moil  curious  and  kail  knpwtf  cuftoma  and.  fiqgular 
fftfesof  ^e  ancient  yvMj,  a^nd  many  ajieodow  of  the  nrH,  fami- 
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lies  and  celebrated  character*,  who  flouriffietl  in  ancient  Rome,  art 

here  recorded.  The  book  may  therefore  be  of  the  greateft  ufe,  not 
paly  to  fchools,  and  tyros  in  the  rudiments  of  the  hiflory  and  the 
Latin  language,  but  to  thofe  alio  who  may  have  neglected  the  litera- 
Jure  of  th^  **  j  u venile  days. 

divinity. 

Art,  30.  An  EJfay  on  the  Truth  and  Injpiratio*  of  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
by  D.  Taylor.     8vo.     2s.  6d.  fewed.     Marfom.     London,  1790. 

We  were  agreeably  difappointed  by  our  perufal  of  thefe  Eflays* 
Thf-'re  Is  nothing  peculiarly  hew  or  linking  in  the  obfervations  offer- 
ed j  a  bthalf  of  Chriftianity.  The  argument  has  been  too  often  re- 
peated to  be  fufceptible,  at  this  late  period,  of  much  novelty ;  bat, 
whk  tlie  enemies  of  religion  perfift  in  bringing  forward  the  oldeft 
f>t>jeclions  that  have  been  uiged  againft  it,  why  ihould  not  Chri&iaAs 
Be  iijfo  allowed  to  recall  the  public  attention  to  the  anfwers  by  which 
thefe  have  always  been  refuted  ?  This  is  a  fufficient  apology  for  the 
prtfent  publication.  It  merits  likewife  indulgence  on  another  ac- 
count, The  whole  body  of  internal  evidence,  fo  often  ftated  for  the 
go i pel,  is  here  collected  into  one  focus,  and  directed  to  one  object. 
1  "lie  author  I  rings  the  flrength  of  bis  argument  to  bear  on  that 
point  where  a  breach  in  the  ftrong  holds  of  infidelity  is  moll' 
likely  to  be  effected.  We  fincerely  thank  him  for  the  fatisfachon 
we  have  derived  from  his  labours.  He  writes  with  Simplicity  and 
clearnefs.  His  thoughts  are  unembarrafled,  and  his  convictions  de~  - 
£ided  ;  and  he  betrays  no  doubts  of  what  he  aflferts. 

Art.  31.      Sermons  on  PraSical  Subjcfis,  by  Uafuid  Gil/on*    M.  A.  \ 
"   Curate    of  St.   Saviour's,    Southward.      8vo.      6s.       Riving  ton. 

London,  1790.  , 

Thefe  Sermons  are  the  production  of  an  author  who  poffeffcs  * 
confiderab'c  {hire  both  of  tafte  and  genius.  His  fubjeets  are  all  prac- 
tical and  well  felected.  His  thoughts,  particularly  on  Jachifin,  and 
the  female  character,  are  both  pertinent  and  inftrucUve.  He  is  no 
friend  10  the  extravagance  of  falhionable  life,  and  his  knowledge  of 
the  world  enables  him  to  expofe  it.  Of  fenfibiKty  alfo  he  drfcovers  a 
very  liberal  fhare,  and  he  knows  how  to  apply  it.  Indeed,  occafions 
pf toi  .occur  to  him,  upon  every  fubject,  of  bringing  forward  objects  of 
humanity ;  and  his  tendernefs  is  never  withheld,  or  dealt  out  like 
the  mifei's  mite,  with  ftudied  parfimony ;  but  as  the  heart  fwells,  the 
fear  fails. 

Art.  32.  The  End  of  Time;  a  Sermon  preached  at  the  Countefs  of 
Huntingdon  s  Chapel,  Spa  Fields,  Clerkennvell,  London,  on  Sunday 
Evening,  Auguft  22,  1790,  by  George  Waring,  one  of  her  Ladyjbifs 
Miniflers.     8vo.     6d.     London,   1790. 

This  Sermon,  though  ftrongly  marked  by  the  peculiarities  of  sthe 
tbciety  to- Whom  the  preacher  belongs,  difcovers  very  conidermble 
abilities.  We  here  meet  with  a  rich  elocution,  /implicit/  of  cobcep- 
tirjn,  Dorrectnefeof  language,  and  an  arrangement  that  does  credit  to 
the  genius  and  taftc  of  the  author.     Were  all  tabernacles  and  meet- 
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ings  fupplied  with  fuch  preachers  as  Mr,  Waring,  new  convert*  would 
not  furprife  us. 

Art.  33.  Three  Sermons,  preached  at  tfa  Norfolk  Affiles,  in  the  Spring 
and  Summer  1 788,  and  in  the  Spring  1789,  en  the  NeceJJity  of  Go- 
vernment, and  the  Ufefulnefs  of  Magistrates,  and  on  Civil  and  Religions 
Liberty ;  illuji rated  with  Notes.  Containing  Remarks  upon  In/piratien, 
the  Variety  of  Opinions  fubfifting  amopg  Chriftian  Eflablijhments,  ami 
other  Points  of  Importance  relative  to  the  prefent  State  of  Chrifiiamty* 
By  the  Rev.  William  Manning,  Reclor  of  Difs  and  Bronte,  N*.fo&*  » 
8vo.  3s.     Robinfons.     London,  1790. 

Thefe  difcourfes  difcover  a  ftrong  predilection  for  thofe  modem 
tefinements  in  theology  to  which  we  owe  mod  of  our  prefent  reli- 
gious controversies.  The  author,  as  a  man  of  learning,  his  ftyle  and 
arrangement  as  a  writer,  and  his  addrefs  as  a  preacher,  are  otherwise 
refpedabk.  But  the  chilling  tenets  of  which  he  would  be  thought 
an  advocate,  the  cold  and  heartlefs  pbilofopby  which  repreffes  or 
perverts  hie  bed  feauments,  and  the  difcontent  with  that  order  of 
things  in  which  he  sntift  have  formerly  acquiefced,  which  rankles  in 
his  breafi,  and  alienates  his  affe&ions  from  the  fociety  of  which  he  is 
a  member,  is  like  the  dead  fly  in  the  apothecary's  ointment,  and 
renders  the  whole,  to  us  at  leaft,  unfavory  and  unacceptable. 

Art.  34.     J  Farewell  Sermon,  preached  in  the  Parijh  Church  of  $r. 
Martin,   Birmingham,  on  Sunday,  December  13,  1789.     By  John  t 
Clutton,  M.  A.  late  Le3urer.     8vo.  is.   Baldwin.  London,  1790*' 

In  this  affectionate  addrefs  the  preacher  gratefully  acknowledges 
the  kindnefs  with  which  his  fervices  were  regarded  by  the  parifh  of 
whom  he  takes  farewell.  He  apprises,  them,  at  the  feme  tirae„of  th« 
ferious  reality  there  is  in- religion,  and  the  extreme  caution  they  ought 
to  exercife  in  the  great  fundamental  duties  of  faith  mid  repentance. 
He  warns  them  againft  the  herefies  and  licentioufaeft  of  the  times, 
and  urges  them,  in  ftrong  and  ardent  language,  to  beware  ofindulg- 
ing  wrangling  difpofitions,  a  predilection  far  paradoxical  opinions,  or, 
more  efpecially,  fchifmatic  and  party  attachment.  As  thefe  advices 
may  every  where  be  ufeful,  we  recommend  the  difcourfe  to  the  perufal 
of  all  thofe  who  wifli  well  to  the  great  interests  of  morality  and 
religion. 


For    the    ENGLISH    REVIEW. 

NATIONAL    .AFFAIRS 

For      DECEMBER,      1790. 

'  NEW   PARLIAMENT. 

^T'HE  opening  of  the  new  parliament)  a  period  to  which  the 

**    Britifli  politicians  looked  forward  with  cage*  anxiety*  has 

riot  fupplied  that  information  re/pecling-  our  diYpuce  with  Spain, 

'"  -     '  ^  -  '•  -•■*-  which 
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which  they  perhaps  expe&ed*  In  negotiations  between  courts, 
where  each  party  is  obliged  to  be  on  his  guard,  fo  many  hidden 
fprings  mull  be  touched ;  fo  many  a&ors  are  brought  into  play  , 
and  Jo  many  agents  employed  either  as  (pies  or  informers,  that 
minifters  however  fiiccefcful,  feldom  with  to  fee  the  whole  of 
their  proceeding*  cxpofed  to  the  curious  eye  of  the  public. 
Among  ftatefinrn*  fome  pradices  are  tacitly  allowed,  which  in 
the  ordinary  commerce  of  life  would  be  accounted  infamous; 
and  it  is  often  neceflaryfdrthem,  in  accomplishing  their  ends,  to 
kave  recourse  to  tbeaffiftance  of  certain  chara&ers  who  may  be 
couriered  as.  political  panders,  and  with  whom  they  are  a(hamed 
$o  appw  to  be  connedcd.  Sheltering  themfelves,  therefore, 
under  the  common  fubfierfuge  that  ftate  fecrets  are  not  to  be 
foycaled,  and  that  it  is  highly  improper  to  lay  the  refources  of 
a  country  open  to  its  enemies,  and  urouft  to  betray  thofe  by 
wfconj  it  has  been  Termed,  though  ever  k>  defpicable,  they  cover 
.  their  qrrors,  if  they  have  committed  any,  under  die  myfterious 
▼eil  of  caution,  and  think  it  fufficient  if  they  communicate 
©nly  the  general  refult  of  the  whole.  The  Bfritifh  miniftryt 
by  withholding  thofe  pipers  concerning  our  fate  convention" 
wtjth  Spain,  which  were  moved  for  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
feem  tohav$  taken  advantage  of  this  privilege  \  but,  as  mankind 
have  a  right  to  think  for  themfelves,  and  to  form  conje&ures 
according  to  circumftances,  doubts  have  arifen  whether  the 
fbrawdablc  armaments  fet  on  foot,  and  the  warlike  preparations 
roarfe*  had  not  fome  other  abjcft  or  obje&s  in  view  than 
merely  to  intimidate  the  court  of  Spain,  and,  by  compelling  it  to 
make  a  proper  reparation  for  the  infult  offered  to  our  flag, 
prcferve  the  conference  and  dignity  of  Britain.  Some  indeted 
have  gone  fo  far  as  to  accufe  the  minifter  of  making  the  affair 
of  Nootka  Sound  a  fpecious  pretext  for  employing  a  very  difho- 
wourable  ftratagem  to  procure  a  majority  in  the  new  parlia- 
ment; while  others  have  confidently  affcrted,  that  it  was  only  a 
manoeuvre  to  amufe  John  Bull,  at  a  time  when  private  meafure$ 
t  ,were  purfiiing  to  favour  a  counter-revolution,  and  to  co-operate 
with  other  powers  inre^ftabhfhing  depotHm  in  a  neighbouring 
kingdom*  -,  ,  ... 

Though  we  are  neither  Wind  adulator?  of  Mr.  Pitt,  nor  fo 
^  prejudiced  in  his  favour  #s  to  believe  hiqi  infaflible^  we  think 
him  tgp.jtei^qious  of  confiflency  of  chamber  t6  expend  the 
cnonnqu*  ftijn,  $f  )»earfy  foar  milKorfs  *0  fectire  tfcat  parliamen- 
tary, inftuei?cj8  ^hkh  time* in  his  fituation  find  fo  convenient ; 
and  top  prudanjt  tp  intermeddle  in  any  irifceflMe  commotions 
t^^lBMgbSiAWft  \nJrtbok*  'The  minifter  'feukds  his  chief 
claiq^  tpj^puLwity  o&  economy  in  the  expenditure '6Fth^ "public 
moxjqr*  a^oahj^iinkirtg fhnd..  Is  it  probable,  tfeereibre,  that 
he  wpW^  fifk  his  reputation  by  having  recoup  to  fo  defperate 
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'inexpedient,  and  deliberately  and  wantonly  pa4J  down  with  one 
band  the  edifice  he  has  been  at  fo  much  trouble  to  rear  with 
the  other  ?  As,  for  the  idea  of  his  wifhing  to  engage  Britain  in 
promoting  or  fupporting  a  Counter-revolution,  it  appears  to  be 
equally  vague  and  unfounded.     Whilft  he  reflects  that  this 
country  has  been  almoft  ruined  by  continental  connexions  and 
diflenfion?,   from  which  as  an  ifland  it  had  nothing  to  fear, 
would  he  be  mad  enough  to  involve  us  in  difputes  of  the  fame 
kind,  by  attacking  a  nation  where  every  man,  fired  with  die 
genuine  fpirit  of  liberty,   is  become  afoldicr,  and  which  cart* 
bring  into  the  field  three  millions  of  people,  who  may  be  truly 
ftyled  dev9tiy  and  who  are  ready  to  facrifice  their  lives  and  for-  •* 
tunes  in  its  defence?  Befides,  the  French  revolationifts  have  fo 
many  friends  in  this  country,  that  no  prudent  mimfter  wouli 
venture  to  avow  himielf  an  advocate  for  deJpotifin,  ►by  engaging 
in  any  plan  to  their  prejudice :  the  Englifli  are  too  jealous  of  r 
their  own  rights  and  privileges  ever  to  think  of  deftroying  thofc  ' 
of  other  nations  5   and  too  generous  to  entertain  the  fm&Heft  : 
idea  of  planting  a  hidden  daggerjn  the  boibm  even  of  $m  enenijr  ] 
during  the  hour  of  diftrefc.     By  taking  any  part  in  the  affairs  of  "' 
France,  we  mull,  lofe  much  7and  gain  littte.    The  weight  cf  ' 
our  debt  is  Co  great,  and  the  ftate  of  our  finances  fo  precarious^" 
that  nothing  but  a  long  continuance  of  peace  can  free  the 
people  from  numberlefs  impofitions  which  lie  hfcavjr  upon1  theny  ^ 
and  which,  if  not  foon  rernoved,  mtsft  chedc  the  fykit  of  it^- 
duftry,  and  caufe  agriculture  and  commeree^   tb^  two  grand   ' 
pillars  of  a  ftate,  to  decline.    Whilft  this  ii  the  fitUadon  of 
Britain,   it  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  the  prefervatirih  of 
national  dignity  fhould  lead  us  into  fuch  expences  as  to  render 
it  neceflary  to  levy  . 

ADDITIONAL   TAXES; 

a  meafure  which  muft   always  tend  to  .render  a  rmrtifter  nv 
fome  degree  unpopular,   whatever  his  abilities  may  be.     Na   " 
part  of  government  indeed  is  moredifficufcor  dangerous  thartthit  ' 
of -the  finances.    It  may,  in  fa&,  be  «aU©drthe  fritmtmmHty   c 
or  principal  fpring  which  puts  all  the  other  parts  in  motion^    " 
but  it  ought  to  he  managed  with  great  pntttence sarri*c1ttM*taW 
fpe&ion.  .  The  taxes  propofed  upon  the  prefesst  acoafien  Drill,  nft :  ' 
muft  be  allowed,  chiefly  affeft  articles  of  Juxury-^and  irticles     ; 
pernicious  not  ooly  to  the  morals,,  but  totbe  keakh  of  mdWil    " 
duals.     But  what  muft  the  ilbte  of  focietyrbe^th^^totin^y'  ;  l 
which  is  indebted  for  the  greater:  part  ©fr-terfuppbrt  '«r*ttofe  VSfcs1  ' 
pf  the  people?  Yet^thw  i^the  eftft  wu&firitkin1*  arid  thtenlU(£    ! 
be  the  cafe  with,ev*ry  flatioi*  committed  im& ^^tfcie'hShVh1  of1 ' 
ambitious  or  rapacious  miniilcrs,  andt  where  th^  ^fe6^  forv   :- 
getful  of  .ttair  dutj^dft  not  keep  a:  wau^^^-ovefr  *W*f  ™ 
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department-  of  "government.  The  additional  duty  on  ipints, 
though  on  the  whole  a  good  one,  will  be  attended  with  this  bad 
tffeft,  that  it  will  revive  the  pra<Stfce  of  fmuggling,  by  again 
holding  forth  a  temptation  of  profit  to  thofe  who  follow  that  illicit 
occupation,  fo  deftru&ive  to  the  revenue,  and  fo  hurtful  to  the 
fair  trader;  and  that  on  malt,  notwithstanding  its  being  ap- 
parently trifling,  as  it  will  fall  upon  the  private  brewer, 
it  may  render  "the  attainment  of  that  wholefome  beverage, 
which  gives  ftrength  and  vigour  to  the  brawney  arms  of  a  very 
tifeful  clafe  of  fociety,  more  difficult  than  before,  and  will  not, 
in  all  probability,  be  much  relifbed  by  the  people  at  large.  With 
regard  to  the  plan  for  drawing  half  a  million  of  unclaimed 
ftock  from  die  Bank,  in  order  to  difcharge  part  of  the  debt  in- 
curred, it  is  a  meafure,  whatever  clamours  ignorant  or  inte- 
nded individuals  may  have  raifed  againft  it,  di&ated  by  found 
policy,  authorized  by  juftice,  and  fanctioned  by  neceffity.  While 
government  holds  itfelf  refponfible  to  anfwer  every  demand  that 
may  be  made  of  any  part  of  this  property,  no  injury  can  be  fuf- 
tained  by  thofe  who  can  fubftantiate  their  claims.  Upon  the 
whole,  the  new  taxes  appear  to  be  as  fair  and  equitable  as  per- 
haps could  be  efcpe&ed ;  and  will  not,  except  in  fome  few  m- 
ftances,  be  much  felt  but  by  thofe  who  are  either  able,  or  who 
defer  re  to  bear  them. 

FRANCE. 

In  calling'  our  eyes  towards  France,  various'  circumftances 
give  us  reafon  to  believe  that 

A   COUNTER-REVOLUTION 

has  been  in  agitation,  and  even  planned  by  ^  the  friends  of  de- 
fpotifm  in  that  kingdom,  aflifted  by  fuch  of  the  ariftocratic 
party  as  were  obliged  to  fly  from  the  vengeance  of  their  injured 
.country,  and  to  feek  an  ignominious  (belter  in  foreign  courts. 
M.  de  Calonne's  late  publication,  On  the  prefent  and  future  State 
*f  France^  evidently  announces  the  exigence  of  ftich  a  fcheme ; 
and  the  author  ui^ges  the  neceffity,  and  enforces  the  execution 
of  it,  in  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  pre&ng  terms.  Count  d*  Artois, 
whey  for  fome  time  paft,  has  been  a  voluntary  exile  at  the  court 
4f  Turin,  is  looked  up  to  as  the  head  of  this  projeft ;  and  great 
hopes  have  been  entertained  that  the  diftrefles  of  the  people  in 
f  ranee,  die  natural  caniequence  of  the  changes  which  have 
token  place,  would  have  irritated  their  minds  againft  their  new 
infers,  and  xliipofed  them  to  receive  favourably  any  propo&l 
made  for  re*eftablh1ung  the  ancient  form  of  the  constitution.  A 
finfe,  however,  of  their  former  wretched  condition,  when  un- 
der theddpotic  fway  of  netty  tyrants,  who,  abufing  the  confi- 
dence x£  a  £pod.  monarch,  oppreflbd  his  fubje&s  to  gtatify  their 

private 
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private  ambition,  ctr  to  enable  them  to  indulge  in  &ameful  plea- 
lures;  a  thorough  convidion  of  the  fcandalous  abufes  committed, 
for  many  years  paft,  in  every  department  of  the  ftate *  and  a  re- 
membrance of  die  cruelties  exercifed  againft  thofe  who  ventured 
to  complain,  or  to  expofe  the  flagrant  villanies  of  unprincipled 
minifters,  ftrike  toa  forcibly  on  their  minds  not  to  make  them 
tenacious  of  the  liberty  they  have  acquired,  and  which  muft  be 
permanent,  as  long  as  they, continue  unanimous  and  firm  ill 
that  foederation  which  they  have  folemnly  fworn  to  rhahtfaift* 
The  miferies  of  the  lower  clafles  of  the  people  ;n  France,  wfeteh 
have  been  painted  in  fuch  gloomy  colours  by  feme,  and  ex&g*. 
gerated  by  others,  feem  to  be  in  a  great  degree  idea!,  and  ari 
undoubtedly  not  half  f©  bad  as  they  have  been  represented.  -Thfe 
ready  circulation  of  the  ajfijtoiatSj  which  is  about  to  take  place^ 
will  remedy  the  deficiency  of  ipecie,  occafjoned  by  the  immenfe 
f«ms  that  have  been  carried  from  the  Country  by  ariftocfatic 
fugitives \  commerce  will  confequently  revive,  and  agriculture 
be  promoted  5  while  all  ranks,  enlivened  by  the  pleafing  prof* 
pe&  of  peace,  harmony,  and  conciord,  being  reftored,  wiH  unite 
their  utmoft  efforts  to  preferve  thefe  invaluable  Wefiings.  When 
we  fee  the  eagernefe.  with  which  the  churfch  property  (biettsna- 
thnaux)  is  purchafed*  ibme  of  it  being  fold  at  more  thartdouMe 
its  valuation,  we  muft  be  convinced  that ,  true^patriotifm  is  too 
deeply  rooted  in  the  bofoms  of  the  r  rench  to  be  eafily  extin- 
guilhed  j  and  that  they  confider  no  facrifice  too  great,  provided, 
they  can  extricate  their  country  from  the'  deplorable'  fitttation 
into  which  it  has  been  plunged  for  ages,  and  tranfinit  freedom 
and  happinefs  to  their  pofterity*     The  temple  of  liberty  in 
France  is,  therefore,  likely  to  be  eftabliflied  on  a  folid  and  laft- 
ing  foundation,  which  neither  court  intrigues  nor  defpotic  furj^ 
aided  by  difappointed  ambition,  can  deftroy.     But  the  liberty,  or  . 
jrather  licentioufnefs  of 

THE   BRABANTERS 

has  vaniChed,  c  like  the  bafelefs  fabde-of  a  vifion^'  and  fcarcel  j 
*  left  a  trace  behind.'     Deluded  by  infatuated  demagogues,  who 

7  iiad  neither  abilities  nor  courage  iu£cient  to  carry  on  an  enter* 
prife  which  required  con ftancy,*  perfevejrance,  coolnefe,  and  re- 
iblutipn;  and  inftigated  to  rebellion  by  the  inflammatory  ha- 
rangues of  fanatical  priefts,  ever  ready  to  fow  fedition,  and  who, 
to  encourage  their  weak  followers,  walked  before  them  with 
their  religious  infignia,  as  if  mufty  relics  could  have  performed 
.miracles,  they  have  fhared  the  fate  of  the  frog  in  the  fable, 
which  periflied  by  endeavouring  to  fwell  her  pigmy  figure  to  the 

,  gigantic  fize  of  the  ox.  Blinded  by  th6  artifice  of  their  leaders, 
the  Brabanters  imagined  that  they  could  imitate  their  neighbours 
the  French  \  but  the  fpirited  condu&  of  Leopold,  fupported  by 

the 
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the  Arte  allitfd  ftowers,  England,  Pruffia,  and  Holland,  has  coo* 
vinced  them  of  their  error,  and  brought  back  to  their  duty  all  the 
revolted  provinces*  General  Bender  can  truly  fay,  with  Cefar, 
vtni)  vidii  vici ;  and  Leopold  may  boaft  of  having  reduced  his 
difobedient  fubje&s  with  more  cafe  than  Frederick  William  II. 
leinftated  the  Prince  of  Orange  in  the  Stadthdderfhip,  but  with 
little  or  no  bloodfhed,  which  muft  always  enhance  the  merit  of 
Conqueft,  and  add  a  new  luftre  to  the  laurels  of  vi&ory.  V  ander 
Noot  and  Van  Eupen,  forefeeing  their  danger,  have  wifely 
{boght  (afety  by  flight,  after  profiting  by  the  diiorder  they  occa- 
£oned,  which  is  generally  the  principal  view  of  fuch  defperate 
•4?«»turcrs;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  new  emperor, 
whofe  character  has  been  hitherto  held  In  high  estimation,  will 
temper  juftice  with  mercy,  and  render  humanity  one  of  die 
brignteft  jewels  in  the  Imperial  crown,  with  which  his  brows 
have  been  but  lately  adorned.  Jnftead  of  forging  frefh  chains 
to  curb  and  reftrain  the  Belgians,  he  will  doubtlefc  (hew  himielf 
aron^e  the  foveteign:  and  father  of  his  people ;  and,  forgetting 
paft  ©fences,. pursue  fuch  wife  and  prudent  meafures  as  may 
tend  to  conciliate  the  aflfediions  of  his  fubje&s  in  the  Nether- 
landts,  and  prevent  any  future  popular  inuirre£tions  from  du% 
tujrjpHtng  th?  tranquillity  of  his  dominions. . 

THE   EMPRESS  OF  RUSSIA, 

though  difpofed  to  treat  concerning  a  peace,  ftill  carries  on  her 
Warlike  operations  againft  the  Ottomans ;  but  a  new  year,  by 
producing  a  change  m  her  councils,  may  render  this  female  ve- 
teran* now  verging  towards  her  grand  clima&eric,  more  modei 
fate  in  her  demands  ;  and  induce  her  to  (heathe  the  fword,  and 
^jpare  tjie  crefcent,  which,  if  the  war  is  protra&ed  to  another 
campaign,  even  the ,  ftandard  of  Mahomet,  without  the  inter- 
ference of  European  "powers  in  its  favour,  may  not  be  able ja 
lave  from  further  misfortunes. 
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